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Hel io  f e i low p l a n t  l ove r s ,  

I hope a l l  members have an en joyable  Xmas and a s t i m u l a t i n g  and 
rewarding y e a r  i n  t h e  garden.  AS some of you would be aware I 
am a ex officio member o f  t h e  Trus t  which oversees  Burrendong 
'Arboretum. I t  i s  with  some sadngss a n d - c e g r e t  t h a t  I must r e p o r t  
t h a t  one of t h e  major suppor t e r s  of t h e  Arboretum, Jack Har r i s ,  
d i e d  j u s t  r e c e n t l y .  I t  has  been a sad  year o r  two f o r  t h e  
s u p p o r t e r s  of t h e  Arboretum wi th  t h e  l o s s  i n  quick success ion  of 
P e t e r  A l tho fe r  and h i s  b r o t h e r  George and now Jack.  W e  w i l l  
s o r e l y  m i s s  t h e i r  exper ience and knowledge. 

OrmatterspGoodeniaceae, RogerpCaro l in  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  Scaevola 
I saw up n e a r  R ive r s l e igh  as S. o v a l i f o l i a ,  a reasonably 
widespread s p e c i e s  i n  t h e  aqea with a range of colour v a r i a t i o n ,  
deep mauve t o  p a l e  b l u e .  This  is a wonderful area and I have 
ve ry  fond memories of my 2 weeks t h e r e .  

Membership 
Not a l o t  t o  mention on t h e  membership f r o n t .  Barbara Henderson 
(Wallum - Coas ta l  Heathland Study Group) has  joined a s  a 
r e c i p r o c a t i n g  member ( w e  s w a p - n e w s l e t t e r s  and in fo rma t ion ! ) .  

A s  always a number of members a r e  now s e r i o u s l y  u n f i n a n c i a l  and 
defau1ter .s  w i l l  be ex termina ted  a f t e r  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y .  

Curren t  a c t i v e  members i n  t h e  group are 

Canberra 
Geoff Clarke,  26  Henry S t ,  Cook, ACT, 2614 

New South Wales 
Burrendong Arboretum, Tara Rd, Mumbil, 2820 
P h i l  Kughes, 9 1  Burmod Rd, Whitebridge, 2290 
Jonathan L idbe t t e r ,  2 9  George S t ,  Pennant H i l l s ,  2 1 2 0  
M i l l e r ,  Robert and Stevenson, A . ,  7 Sylvan Grove, P i c n i c  

Po in t ,  2213 
Margaret Randall,  R.M.B. Tocumwal, 2 7 1 4  
P h i l i p  Strong,  6 J e t t y  Ave, Charmhaven, 2263 

Queensland 
Klaus Querengasser,  P . O .  Box 73, S t  Lucia,  Brisbane,  4067 
Pa t  Shaw, 5 Fleetwood S t ,  Macgregor, 4 1 0 9  
Jan Sked, P .O .  30x 4 1 ,  Lawton, 4501 

South Australia 
\ 



' Ida Jackson, 7 Centenary Ave, Kingscote, Kangaroo Is, 5223 
Gary Leske, 18 Leonard Ave, Port Pirie, 5540 

Tasmania 
Jeanette Closs, 176 Summerleas Road, Kingston, 7050. 

Victoria 
Joan Hales, McDonalds Rd, ~ l e n  Alvie, 3979 
Rita Luff, 95 Seebeck Rd, Rowville, 3178 
Bruce Schroder, 17 Jubilee Rd, Montrose, 3765 
Beverley Truscott, 22 Acacia Ave, South Oakleigh, 3167 

Western Australia 
Mary Squire, Box 23, Mukinbudie, W.A. 6479 

Overseas 
Henri de Bono, 12 Allee des Chasseurs, 78230 Le Peco, France 
Dino Pellizzo, 290 chemin de Leouse, 06220 Vallauris, France 

You will note we have a new overseas member. Dino is a 
nurseryman living in the French Riviera. He specialises in 
growing Mediterranean and subtropical plants. He is a friend of 
Henri de Bono who is a very active plant enthusiast currently 
living in Paris but soon to live in the Riviera as well. 

Dino is already growing a number of Goodeniaceae including 
Dampiera diversifolia, D. sacculata (from seed) , Scaevola 
crassifolia, S. "Mauve Clusters" ( ?  and is interested is 
obtaining more propagating material either seed or for cuttings. 
If anybody is interested in trying to help, Dino is -willing to 
repay all costs and I am sure he will be extremely grateful. 

Correspondence 
I have received another interesting letter from Margaret Randall 
at Tocumwal. Margaret has sent me a list of the species she has 
tried over the past few years along with excellent notes on their 
progress. I have included a copy of the list with this 
newsletter. It is obvious that Tocumwal is an excellent place 
to grow West Australian Goodeniaceae as she has had success with 
some particularly difficult species of Dampiera and Lechinaultia. 
It is also interesting to note the species doing less well, she 
comments specifically on D. rosmarinifolia and D. striata as 
being difficult. And the Scaevolas, which I would regard as the 
hardiest of the species are just hanging on. The Lechenaultia 
spp are on the east side of salmon gum in sandy loam over a very 
well drained but hard sandy loam. they apparently took a while 
to establish but now appear to be growing well. 

Gary Leske is another of our very active members having a deal 
of success with a number of difficult species using well--drained 
e - t u z r r i n l s  area m e P i r i e  in South Australia) has had 
average rainfall for this year and had a nice flowering display 
through August to October. He also has sent a summary of the 
past 4 year's efforts. His report is quite long however I 
thought it sufficiently interesting to include it here: 
Dampiera sp: A number have survived and given good flowering 
displays. Those currently looking healthy include D. alata, D. 
dura, D. dyspheria, D. lanceolata, D. linearis, D. linearis 
'Early Bird', D. rosmarinifolia. Most are 2 to 3 years old. 
Those that died are D. lanceolata, D. linearis, D. purpurea and 



D. t e t r agona .  
The s o i l  s e l e c t i o n  seems c r i t i c a l  t o  a l l  except D. rosmain i fo l i a .  
Where he has  achieved success  has been i n  sandy s o i l  ( a t  l e a s t  
20cm deep over c l a y .  The sand i s  a bu i ld ing  sand, pH n e u t r a l  and 
needed slow r e l e a s e  Fe t o  avoid c h l o r o s i s .  Watering i s  4 t o  6 
weeks i n  summer f o r  about 8 hours a t  4 l i t r e s / h o u r .  The main 
d i f f i c u l t y  i s  g e t t i n g  them s t a r t e d .  Once they  make growth they  
seem OK.  P r i o r  t o  t h i s  they  seem prone t o  dehydrat ion.  Many a r e  
suckering inc luding  D . a l a t a ,  D .  dyspheria,  D. rosmar in i fo l i a .  

.The l a t t e r  has been d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n t r o l  a s  it tends  t o  sucker 
then  t h e  previous growth d i e s  o f f  o r  t h i n s  o u t .  Consequently it 
has  moved from t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n t i n g  a r e a .  Some suckers  a r e  i n  
sand, some i n  c l a y .  
Goodenia sp: Only one s p e c i e s  surv iv ing .  Goodeniamacmill ianii  
f lowers  n i c e l y  and suckers  v igorous ly .  I t  is  i n  sand and s u f f e r s  
from yellowing due t o  l ack  of Fe but  seems q u i t e  robus t .  Three 
p l a n t s  of G. caerurulea  have been p lan ted  i n  sand. They 
flowered, l i v e d  f o r  about 18 months then  d ied  o f f  f o r  no apparent 
reason.  G. ovata d ied  o f f  every year .  I t  rooted  elsewhere bu t  
even tua l ly  a l l  d ied  o f f .  
Lechenaul t ia  sp: Tr ied  s p e c i e s  and' only has  L. b i loba ,  L .  
l a r i c i n a ,  and L. formosa su rv iv ing .  Lost about 2 0  specimens 
usua l ly  a f t e r  about 6-12 months. The hardes t  t o  keep a l i v e  was 
L. t u b i f l o r a  which grew, flowered and then d ied  each t ime.  O f  
t h e  surv ivors ,  L .  b i loba  was p l a n t e d  i n  3/4/90, L. l a r i c i n a  on 
6/4/90. These two a r e  i n  c l a y .  L.  formosa i s  i n  sand (5cm) over 
c l a y  - 3 specimens. S t rugg l ing  but  surv iv ing .  Some of h i s  
l o s s e s  probably due t o  water s t r e s s  - o t h e r s  unexplained. 
Scaevola sp: Scaevola paludosa and S. theso ides  grew t o o  b i g  
and had t o  be removed. ,S. s t r i a t a  (2)  dehydrated.  S. humil i s  + 

se l f - seeds ,  f lowers p r o l i f i c a l l y  i n  c l ay  and i s  becoming a 
nuisance by growing i n  a s l a t e  p a t h .  S. ( ? ) ,  a c o a s t a l  spec ies  
whose name escaped him a t  t h e  t ime of w r i t i n g  i s  growing i n  
g r a v e l l y  sand. I t  i s  growing p r o f i c a l l y  and a good f lowering 
d i s p l a y .  Generally t h e  Goodeniaceae a r e  i n  t h e  "harder t o  grow" 
group of p l a n t s  i n  a garden dominated by Banksia, Grevi l lea ,  
Melaleuca and Callistemon. One of t h e  reasons f o r  many l o s s e s  
i s  probably h i s  t h r i f t y  water ing ( h i s  words!). 

The correspondence has been very encouraging t h e s e  p a s t  f e w -  
months. I a l s o  rece ived  a l e t t e r  from Ida Jackson who i s  one of 
t h e  s t a l w a t s  of t h e  group. She r e p o r t s  t h a t  she has  3 Scaevola 
sp out  i n  flower (Nov 93)  inc lud ing  S. c r a s s i f o l i a ,  S. l i n e a r i s  
va r  l e s s e r t i f o l i a  and S. aemula. Goodenia va-ria i s  a l s o  out 
( i s n ' t  it always!) .  Ida  apparent ly  l o s t  a specimen of G. va r i a  
which she q u i t e  r i g h t l y  t h i n k s  i s  a l i t t l e  s t r ange .  The whole 
bush apparent ly  g radua l ly  d i e d  back and it was removed. Ida has  
a l s o  been gadding .about (Sept 93) i n  Cent ra l  A u s t r a l i a  with a 
CALM p r o j e c t  group. She r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  Goodenia s p  i n  t h e  
Gibson Desert  were f a n t a s t i c .  They saw Goodenia azurea,  a c l e a r  
b lue  Goodenia. The bush was b a r e l y  a metre x a metre, with canes 
sp r ing ing  from a common c e n t r e  and bending over again towards t h e  
ground, abso lu te ly  covered i n  bloom.   he' Scaevola were b e s t  
descr ibed  a s  " i n t e r e s t i n g "  and she saw nothing t o  equal  S. 
aemula. They d i d  see  Lechenaul t ia  d i v a r i c a t a  bu t  d i d n f y  t h i n k  
it had t h e  same appeal a s  t h e  W.A. s p e c i e s .  

F i n a l l y ,  but  very much no t  t h e  l e a s t ,  I r e c e n t l y  received a 



letter from Brian Schroder in Victoria. I sent Brian some 
cuttings some time ago and he reports that many cuttings of same 
have taken well and are established around his garden. 
Unfortunately, I have also totally confused him.over the naming 
of many of the species (I've been confused for years but I try 
not to let it worry me too much!). In answer to your query, 
Brian, I do believe it is Goodenia varia (Kangaroo Is form) that 
I sent you so the fact you it there recently seems to be 
confirmed. Brian is particularly confused over the variability 
of G. albida and G. aemula. All I can say is that the Kangaroo 
Is form of G. aemula (with small rounded leaves and small 
prolific and compact flowers) seem to bear absolutely no relation 
to the lsrge open and darkly coloured purple forms seen in the 
trade and growing along the coast near Batemans Bay. Brian also 
reports a pink ' form of G. . aemula from a nursery in southern 
Queensland. I would suggest that the latter is a hybrid 
(dangerous when I haven't actually seen the plant!) as I have 
recently noticed a number of pink-coloured variants appearing in 
my garden with leaves similar to G. aemula (Kangaroo Is form). 
The only pink Scaevola I have planted are forms of S. albida and 
a S. sp unknown that I obtained through many hands from W.A. 

Brian also reports some other new additions including G.. 
willisiana (S  .A. ) , G. blackiana (Kangaroo Is), G. bellidifolia 
(from just north of Bateman's Bay, G. heterophylla ( ? )  from the 
same area and G. rotundifolia from northern NSW (this boy gets 
around!). Brian reports considerable difficulty with the Flora 
of Australia key and I will pass his comments on to Roger Carolin 
when I see him next - Roger is very keen to get feedback so 
please if you have comments send them in and I will see they 
passed olz. As I have mefitioi'lcd before soins people have saggested 
the key in the Flora of NSW just released is a little easier for 
laypersons. Brian reports ,very well of a plant of G. affinis 
obtained from a local nursery. This is a grey-leaved, rosetted 
species with beautiful contrasting yellow flowers and I agree 
wholeheartedly that it is a stunner when out. It has survived 
in my garden at various times quite well even through our humid 
summers so your fears about an early demise may ( ? )  be ill- 
founded - I hope so! As a follow up to my last newsletter, Brian 
confirms my comments regarding how difficult it has been to keep 
S. phlebopetala (a stunningly 'vivid species) and Coopernookia 
barbata. From his observations of the latter in the wild it's 
only real requirement is very well drained soil, growing 
naturally in sand. Brian also mentioned Dampiera linearis (Early 
Bird) which is apparently creating a tremendous impression at the 
time writing. It is a blaze of blue', suckering vigorously and 
slowly engulfing other plants around it. Tubes planted 3 years 
ago have ROW suckered up over an area of about 2 square metres 
each! Scaevola 'auriculdta is also looking good. It flowers for 
long periods of time but can get very invasive. 

Brian promises to update his list of Goodeniaceae soon and I will 
include it in the nest newsletter. My own list will I fear be 
much smaller than before as I have a tendency to try a species 
and then move on, fcrgetting to maintain them. One of lifef s . 
little disappointmen~s, I'm afraid. However I am very much more 
optomistic when I hear that our access to species is improving, 
and largely through ihe efforts of the Group. Margaret's list 



is on back of this page. 

I will be on leave over Xmas and the New Year. It would a good 
time for me to organise distribution of plant material if it is 
convenient for members of the Group. Please feel free to 
telephone me at home (the evening is probably best) on (02) 481 
9406 so that we can organise a suitable time for dispatch. 

All the best from your.Leader 

Dennis Margan 

, . 
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