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Autumn i s  now approaching and I f i n d  t h a t  t h i s  t ime i s  i d e a l  
f o r  t he  p ropagat ion  o f  p l a n t s  from c u t t i n g s .  The c o o l e r  weather 
reduces problems w i t h  fungus a t t a c k  and t h e  season 's  growth i s  
u s u a l l y  hard enough t o  make good c u t t i n g  m a t e r i a l .  I have 
n o t i c e d  t h a t  p ropagat ion  methods va ry  from grower t o  grower. 
Could s tudy  group members w r i t e  t o  me w i t h  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e i r  t r i e d  
and proven methods so t h a t  we may a l l  b e n e f i t  f rom your 
exper ience.  

E d i t o r  

H e l l o  people,  welcome t o  1989. I h a v e n ' t  had a l o t  o f  
correspondence over  t h e  past  few months so I can o n l y  hope you 
a r e  s t i l l  be ing  a c t i v e  i n  your p u r s u i t  o f  Goodeniaceae. The 
weather i n  Sydney over  t he  summer has been i n c r e d i b l e  w i t h  m i l d  
temperatures and a  l o t  o f  wet days. I l o s t  about 50% o f  my 
po t ted  c o l l e c t i o n s  ma in ly  due t o  t o o  much g rowth  i n  some p l a n t s  
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  h u m i d i t y  l e v e l s  around sur round ing  p l a n t s  t o  
unacceptable l e v e l s .  I have approached t h e  NSW Region f o r  8650 
t o  f i nance  a  b e t t e r  wa te r ing  system so t h a t  I can i n d i v i d u a l l y  
c o n t r o l  the ~ C C S S S  o f  s u s c e p t i b l e  p l a n t s  t o  wate r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
through t h e  f o l i a g e  where the major  problems seem t o  occur .  
I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  most o f  t he  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  garden appear t o  have 
su rv i ved  w e l l ,  some a s t o n i s h i n g l y  w e l l  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  weed 
i n f e s t a t i o n  and g rowth  over t he  p e r i o d .  Major  c a s u a l t i e s  ( a s  
u s u a l )  were t h e  Lechenau l t ia .  My s o i l  c o n d i t i o n s  (sandstone 
parentage) do n o t  appear conducive t o  s u r v i v a l  f o r  t h i s  genus 
p o s s i b l y  due t o  l e n g t h y  pe r i ods  where s u b s o i l  m o i s t u r e  g e t s  very  
low (I may have t o  r e t h i n k  t h i s  a f t e r  M a r t i n ' s  l e t t e r  quoted 
be low ! ) .  Max Hewett appears t o  have few problems w i t h  h i s  
heav ie r  s o i l  beds p a r t i c u l a r l y  where d ra inage  i s  f a c i l i t a t e d .  
Any comments on these  observa t ions?  

My major  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  a r e  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  
o f  my musings on c u l t i v a r s  o f  Lechenau l t i a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  L .  
b i l o b a ,  L. t u b i f l o r a  and L. f l o r i b u n d a ,  and an assessment o f  t h e  
v a r i o u s  spec ies  o f  Goodeniaceae I have a c t u a l l y  t r i e d  t o  grow i n  
my garden. T h i s  can o n l y  be regarded as p r e l i m i n a r y  as my 
e f f o r t s  o n l y  go back about 3 years  a l t hough  odd ( v e r y  odd ! )  
p l a n t s  have been growing longer .  

But  f i r s t  some housekeeping. O f  most impor tance a r e  t h e  new 
members j o i n i n g  s i n c e  our  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r ,  w i t h  t h r e e  new a c t i v e  
members. 

Pe te r  A l d r i d g e  Essendon, V i c t o r i a  
R i t a  L u f f  R o w v i l l e ,  V i c t o r i a  
Barbara T i l l o p o n  Black Rock, V i c t o r i a  



Passive members inc lude :  
S.G.A.P. F o o t h i l l s  Group ( V i c t o r i a )  
S.G.A.P. Tasmania Region 

LECHENAULTIA CULTIVARS 

Lechenaul t ia  b i l o b a  c u l t i v a r s  
"Royale" 
Th is  c u l t i v a r  has been a v a i l a b l e  i n  Sydney f o r  about 5 years  

through the  Sydney Wi ld f lower  Nurser ies .  The name was recorded a t  
Monaro Nursery i n  1985. I t  has an u p r i g h t  h a b i t  w i t h  dark  b l u e  
f lowers  which tend t o  age t o  a  p a l e r  b l u e  so t h a t  two-toned e f f e c t s  
a r e  q u i t e  common. T h i s  form does n o t  appear t o  sucker  f r e e l y  and 
i n  my exper ience i s  d i f f i c u l y  t o  ma in ta in  i n  p o t s  a l t hough  I have 
t h a t  exper ience w i t h  a l l  the  L. b i l o b a  forms where a  s o i l l e s s  
p o t t i n g  m i x  i s  used. Does b e t t e r  i n  t he  ground p a r t i c u l a r l y  where 
subso i l  mo is tu re  i s  pro tected.  

"Boddy's G ian t "  
One o f  t he  very  e a r l y  recorded forms. The " g i a n t "  t a g  r e f e r s  

t o  bo th  the growth h a b i t  (< lme t re )  and t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  f l o w e r s  ( < 3  
cms) . Not as f l o r i f e r o u s  as o t h e r  forms and d i f f i c u l t  t o  
propagate. As f a r  as I am aware i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Sydney anymore 
( l a t e  f l a s h :  d iscovered a p l a n t  i n  Max Hewet t ' s  garden and g i ven  
a p l a n t  which prompt ly  went i n t o  my garden) b u t  i s  s t i l l  being 
grown i n  South A u s t r a l i a  ( N e v i l l e  Bonney). N e v i l l e  seems t o  be 
successfu l  a t  growing Lechenaul t ia  and appa ren t l y  has q u i t e  a  range 
o f  d i f f e r e n t  forms and species. Th i s  Sorm i s  r e l a t i v e l y  l o n g - l i v e d  
when es tab l i shed  and ge ts  t o  be q u i t e  a  woody shrub. I t  i s  n o t  
known t o  sucker. I have found t h i s  form very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s t r i k e  
from c u t t i n g s .  

"White F lash"  
Th is  form has t he  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  be ing t h e  o n l y  r e g i s t e r e d  

c u l t i v a r  under the  C u l t i v a r  A u t h o r i t y .  F lowers  a r e  a  mid-blue w i t h  
a  wh i t e  c e n t r e  and the  p e t a l s  tend t o  be narrower  than i n  most 
forms. I had t h i s  form f o r  a  number o f  years  i n  a  l a r g e  p o t  (sandy 
loam) and i t  suckered p ro fuse ly .  Probably  one o f  t h e  h a r d i e r  forms 
o f  t h i s  spec ies b u t  r e l a t i v e l y  u n t r i e d  s t i l l .  Propagates 
r e l a t i v e l y  e a s i l y  from suckers. Th i s  i s n '  t t h e  o n l y  form w i t h  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  c o l o u r  combination. "Blue P e t e r "  i s  a form descr ibed  i n  
A u s t r a l i a n  P l a n t s  (Vo l ,  3, 56) as "hav ing a  cascading h a b i t  and 
being b r i g h t  b l ue  w i t h  a  wh i t e  c e n t r e  and very  d a i n t y . "  

"Mid-Blue sucker ing form" 
There appear t o  be an awfu l  l o t  o f  c u l t i v a r s  bear ing  t h i s  name 

and i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine i f  they  a r e  t h e  same c u l t i v a r  o r  
n o t  o r  whether they r e l a t e  back t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o r m ( s )  o f  t h i s  
d e s c r i p t i o n  shown i n  Boddy's cata logue (1967).  I c u r r e n t l y  have 
two forms, one from Max Hewett and one from M a r t i n  Swanson (see 
below).  A t  t h i s  stage I have j u s t  p l an ted  o u t  t h e  l a t t e r  and i t  
i s  too  e a r l y  t o  t e l l  whether i t  w i l l  s u r v i v e .  The form from Max 
does appear t o  grow q u i t e  h a p p i l y  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o n d i t i o n s ;  the  
parent  p l a n t  tends t o  d i e  down almost  annua l l y  however i f  l e f t  
a lone suckers w i l l  s p r i n g  up a l l  th rough the  garden bed sometimes 



metres from the o r i g i n a l  p l a n t .  Growth tends t o  be i n  l a t e  autumn 
through w in te r  and t h i s  about t he  o n l y  t ime o f  t he  year t h a t  
c u t t i n g s  w i l l  s t r i k e .  

Apart from the above, t h e r e  e x i s t  numerous form o f  L. b i l o b a  
from pure whi te  through t o  ve ry  dark,  a lmost  dwarf forms. 
Un fo r tuna te ly  few o f  these forms have been ma in ta ined  i n  
c u l t i v a t i o n  and i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c a t e g o r i z e  them. 
I would apprec ia te  knowledge o f  any o t h e r  forms t h a t  people a r e  
growing, p a r t i c u l a r l y  sourced m a t e r i a l .  

Lechenaul t ia  f l o r i bunda  c u l t i v a r s  
There a re  a  s e r i e s  o f  c u l t i v a r s  o f  t h i s  

species now appearing i n  t he  nu rse ry  t r a d e  however now, as i n  t he  
past ,  the re  i s  some d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  spec ies 
as much as i n  c u l t i v a r s .  There a r e  re fe rences  t o  Boddy's 
"Forget-me-not" and " B o r e a l i s " ,  however I suspect  t h a t  these 
forms a re  no longer ex tan t .  I f  anyone has i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
c u l t i v a r s  o f  t h i s  species p lease g e t  i n  touch. 

Lechenaul t ia  t u b i f l o r a  c u l t i v a r s  
There a re  a  number o f  forms o f  t h i s  spec ies around. These 

i n c l u d e  a cream form which was a v a i l a b l e  i n  Sydney f o r  a  wh i l e .  
I t  d i d  we11 i n  my l i g h t  s o i l s  f o r  a  coup le  o f  years  u n t i l  i t  
co l lapsed and was l o s t .  Max Hewett had more d i f f i c u l t y  keeping 
t h i s  going i n  h i s  heav ier  s o i l s .  R e l a t i v e l y  easy t o  propagate from 
c u t t i n g s .  We need more m a t e r i a l  from t h i s  form. There a r e  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  forms around w i t h  p i n k i s h  f l o w e r s  w i t h  w h i t e  o r  cream 
t i p s .  I c a n ' t  keep these Sorms go ing  a t  a l l  and would app rec ia te  
any propagat ing m a t e r i a l  i f  i t  i s - a v a i l a b l e  (ano ther  l a t e  f l a s h :  
g iven a  p l a n t  by Max Hewett - I should  have asked him f i r s t !  1 .  Max 
a l s o  has a  b r i l l i a n t ,  smal l  ( v e r y  s m a l l ! )  r e d  form which grows as 
a  smal l  cushion. Very slow growing and p ropagat ion  i s  from ve ry  
smal l  t i p  c u t t i n g s  which a re  c a r e f u l l y  c leaned up w i t h  ve ry  f i n e  
sc issors .  Is s u r v i v i n g  i n  Max's garden b u t  i n  danger as t h e r e  
i s  no o ther  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e .  Great  p o t e n t i a l  as a  
garden p l a n t  bu t  s t i l l  very  much i n  t h e  exper imenta l  s tage  a t  
t h i s  moment. 

SUCCESSES AND FAILURES 
by Your Leader 

I suspect t h i s  w i l l  be a  c o n t i n u i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  n e w s l e t t e r s  
i n  the  for thcoming years ( ? ) ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  regard  t o  t he  
l a t t e r ,  a l though a l l  i s  n o t  nega t i ve .  I s i n c e r e l y  hope t h a t  a l l  
s tudy group members can be enthused t o  w r i t e  t o  me o r  t h e  E d i t o r  
about t h e i r  own successes and f a i l u r e s  as o t h e r w i s e  t h e  group 
w i l l  have l i t t l e  o f  no reason f o r  being.  I n  t h e  long term the  
group i s  about assessing these p l a n t s  i n  a  garden s i t u a t i o n  and 
I am hopeful  t h a t  we can go a  long  way towards a t  l e a s t  d e f i n i n g  
those species o f  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l .  

I n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  I am go ing  t o  concen t ra te  on t h e  Goodenias. 



G. b l ack iana  
For a  long t ime t h i s  spec ies has been grown as a  form o f  G. 

a f f i n i s .  T.he f o l i a g e  o f  t h i s  sp.ecies tends t o  darken t o  p u r p l i s h  
tones i n  w i n t e r  however t h i s  sma l l  ( c a  20 cm ac ross ) ,  clumping 
spec ies i s  d e l i g h t f u l  i n  a  warm sunny p o s i t i o n  i n  l a t e  s p r i n g  and 
summer w i t h  s t e e l  grey f o l i a g e  and l a r g e  y e l l o w  f l owers  h e l d  
t i g h t l y  above the  f o l i a g e .  Appeared t o  t h r i v e  i n  my garden i n  a  
very  open p o s i t i o n  i n  l i g h t  sandstone s o i l s  w i t h  a  q u a r t z i t e  mulch. 
Died a f t e r  be ing overtaken by a  nearby groundcover SO compe t i t i on  
may be a  no-no. Surv ived on min imal  wa te r i ng  and, i n  f a c t ,  
appeared t o  resen t  overwate r ing  o r  v e r y  humid c o n d i t i o n s .  D id  
sucker i n  l a r g e  p o t s  b u t  appeared t o  m u l t i p l y  more from 
s t o l o n i f e r o u s  growth i . e .  s h o r t  runners  o r  s i d e  branches. 
R e l a t i v e l y  easy t o  propagate p a r t i c u l a r l y  f rom suckers t r e a t e d  as 
c u t t i n g s  ( w i t h o u t  excess ive hormone t r e a t m e n t ) .  

G.  a f f i n i s  
Th i s  spec ies i s  another ve ry  d e s i r a b l e  one s i m i l a r  i n  h a b i t  t o  

t he  species descr ibed above. F o l i a g e  tends t o  be a  p a l e r  form o f  
grey and a t  t imes green and t h e  f l o w e r s  appear l a r g e r .  Throws o u t  
s t o l o n s  r e a d i l y  and appears t o  a p p r e c i a t e  h o t  c o n d i t i o n s .  I s  
probably  prone t o  r o t t i n g  i n  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  h i g h  humid i t y .  A f t e r  
one year i s  over  20 cm across and appears t o  be e n j o y i n g  i t s e l f  
hugely even i n  our  ve ry  wet summer and autumn. J u s t  f i n i s h e d  
f l o w e r i n g  i n  A p r i l .  

G.  v a r i a  
The form I have i n  the  ground i s  t h e  sma l l - l ea fed  sucker ing  

form. I suspect  t he  o r i g i n a l  p l a n t  i s  de func t  and t h e  e x i s t i n g  
p l a n t ( s )  a re  from sucker growth and l a y e r i n g .  Is growing i n  very  
hard c o n d i t i o n s  on a  s teeps lope n e x t  t o  a  rock  pa th  and appears 
happy. Th is  was one o f  the f i r s t  p l a n t s  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  garden 
and doesn ' t  g e t  any a r t i f i c i a l  wa te r ing .  I t  i s  probably  about 4 
years  o l d  a t  t h i s  s tage and go ing  s t rong .  Seems always t o  be i n  
f l ower  and the  f l owers ,  a l though n o t  l a r g e ,  a r e  d i sp layed  we11 
aga ins t  q u i t e  open, b r i g h t  green f o l i a g e .  Easy t o  propagate from 
c u t t i n g s  o r  suckers.  

G. pterygosperma 
Th i s  i s  one o f  t h e  b lue- f lowered forms from WA. I obta ined  some 

seed l ings  o f  t h i s  spec ies and have one p l a n t  growing i n  my "new" 
bed. So f a r  i t  appears very  success fu l  w i t h  two l o t s  o f  suckers 
coming up r e c e n t l y  and t h e  main clump d o u b l i n g  i n  s i z e  and 
d i s p l a y i n g  an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  number o f  buds. I say e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
because t h i s  p l a n t  has been f l o w e r i n g  now s i n c e  e a r l y  s p r i n g .  
Flowers a re  a  dark  b l u e  w i t h  w h i t e  c e n t r e s ,  about 1 cm across and 
h e l d  above the  f o l i a g e  on p e d i c a l s  about 10 cm h igh .  I would say 
t h i s  p l a n t  has a  g r e a t  dea l  o f  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  sma l l  gardens w i t h  a  
sunny ou t l ook .  

G.  v i s c i d a  
Th is  i s  another  b r i l l i a n t  l i t t l e  p l a n t .  As t h e  name suggests 

t he  f o l i a g e ,  which c o n s i s t s  o f  ve ry  s m a l l ,  b r i g h t  green leaves on 



f a i r l y  r i g i d  stems t o  about 1 metre, i s  q u i t e  s t i c k y .  The f l owers  
a re  t i n y  b u t  a  b r i g h t  ye l l ow  and v a s t  q u a n t i t i e s  appear a l l  a long 
the  stems p resen t i ng  we1 1. The p l a n t s  sucker f r e e l y  and form q u i t e  
dense clumps. My p l a n t  has been i n  t h e  ground now f o r  about 18 
months and has suckered p r o f u s e l y  a lmost  s i n c e  i t  was p lan ted .  
Th is  summer was t h e  f i r s t  t ime i t  has f l owered  w e l l  however. 
Another spec ies which doesn ' t  l i k e  t o o  much mo is tu re  around i t s  
f o l i a g e .  Older  stems tend t o  d i e  back and shou ld  be removed when 
complete ly  dead - main ly  f o r  cosmetic reasons.  

G. l a n a t a  
Th i s  spec ies i s  one those which s t r a g g l e s  over  t h e  ground b u t  

can cover q u i t e  l a r g e  areas s u c c e s s f u l l y  as a  ground-cover. Leaves 
a re  2-3 cms across and tend t o  l i e  f l a t  on t h e  ground and t h e  
f l owers  a re  l a r g e  (1-2 cms ac ross ) ,  y e l l o w  and l i e  on t o p  of  t h e  
f o l i a g e  so they present  w e l l .  The form I am growing was ob ta ined  
i n  V i c t o r i a  and I understand i t  was c o l l e c t e d  t h e r e  a l t hough  t h e  
provenance i s  unce r ta in .  My p l a n t  i s  now about 1 year  i n  t h e  
ground and, w i t h  t h i s  l a s t  l o t  o f  r a i n  and t h e  warm weather, has 
s t a r t e d  t o  grow r a p i d l y .  Time w i l l  t e l l  as t o  whether i t  i s  a  
s taye r .  

G. g lomerata 
A " l o c a l "  spec ies which has p o t e n t i a l  i n  rocke ry  s i t u a t i o n s .  

I t  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h i s  spec ies has r o s e t t e  leaves  c l o s e l y  
resembl ing a  number o f  imported weeds as i t  makes a  l o v e l y  d i s p l a y  
when i ~ b  f l owe r  ( o v e r  sp r i ng  and e a r l y  summer). I haven ' t  had t h i s  
spec ies i n  t he  ground very  long ( c a  6 months) however i t  t h r i v e d  
over t he  pas t  summer w i t h  numerous suckers  o r  seed l i ngs  ex tend ing  
the  clump over  about 20 cms. Seems t o  grow i n  r e l a t i v e l y  open 
s i t u a t i o n s  w i t h  l i t t l e  compe t i t i on  i n  n a t u r e  so may r e q u i r e  a  
l i t t l e  maintenance i n  t he  garden. A t  t h i s  s tage  i t  has p o t e n t i a l  
b u t  i s  " u n t r i e d " .  The s i n g l e  f l o w e r s  (on  t a l l  p e d i c a l s )  a r e  
b r i g h t  ye l l ow  and 1-2 cm across.  

G. h u m i l i s  
Th i s  i s  a  spec ies which can form e x t e n s i v e  "mats". I t  suckers 

f r e e l y  p a r t i c u . l a r l y  i f  i t  i s n ' t  water -s t ressed and f l o w e r s  
p r o f u s e l y  w i t h  hundreds o f  smal l  y e l l o w  f l o w e r s  h e l d  above t h e  
f o l i a g e  ( r o s e t t e  form) o f  a  clump. L i k e s  a sunny b u t  n o t  bone-dry 
s i t u a t i o n  and f i l l s  i n  n i c e l y  between rocks .  My clump i s  now ca 
18 months o l d  and ca 50-60 cms across and c o l o n i s i n g  r a p i d l y .  

G. p a n i c u l a t a  
Another " l o c a l "  spec ies which i s  t r u l y  l o c a l  t o  t h e  Sydney Bas in  

area p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  area around t h e  f o o t h i l l s  o f  t h e  B lue  
Mountains. L i k e s  swampy areas and i n  t h e  garden resen ted  be ing i n  
a d r y  s i t u a t i o n  (enough t o  d i e  on me! ) . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I dont  have 
a  permanently wet area t o  h o l d  these wa te r - l ov ing  p lan ' ts  so I guess 
t h i s  one remains i n  a  po t  f o r  t h e  fo reseeab le  f u t u r e .  A ve ry  
a t t r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e  p l a n t  i n  a  p o t  w i t h  long  (40-50 cms) , s lende r  b u t  
f l e s h y ,  clumped f o l i a g e  and a t t r a c t i v e  y e l l o w  f l o w e r s  ( 1  cm) h e l d  
on s i m i l a r l y  long p e d i c a l s  d i sp layed  b o t h  w i t h i n  and above t h e  
f o l i a g e .  



G. " u n i d e n t i f i e d "  
This i s  the o n l y  o the r  Goodenia I have i n  t h e  ground a t  t h i s  

moment. I t  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  G. hederacea however t h e  smal l  ovo id  
leaves have ' se r ra t i ons  ( ? I  along the  margins and t h e  f l owers  a r e  
he ld  down i n  the f o l i a g e  r a t h e r  than above on ped i ca l s .  Has n o t  
been i n  t he  ground f o r  long and a t  present  i s  s low growing. D id  
n o t  apprec ia te  even a  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  d r y  weather and 
br ightened up cons iderab ly  w i t h  t he  ex tens i ve  p e r i o d  o f  r a i n  we 
have had over March and A p r i l .  D i f f i c u l t  t o  es t ima te  eventua l  - 
mature s i z e  o f  clump b u t  growth i s  n i c e  and compact a t  present  so 
cou ld  be a  neat  rockery  p l a n t .  

Don ' t  f o r g e t ,  we welcome any and a l l  correspondence on t h e  
sub jec t  o f  growing Goodeniaceae. Please w r i t e  e i t h e r  t o  me 

P h i l  Strong,  6 J e t t y  Ave, Charmhaven 2263 o r  
Dennis Margan, 58 B Norman Ave, Tho rn le igh  2120. 

Most n a t i v e  p l a n t  en thus ias ts  and probably  a l l  s tudy group 
members would have an ambi t ion t o  grow Lechenau l t i a  success fu l l y .  
Very few people i n  Eastern A u s t r a l i a  seem t o  be a b l e  t o  ma in ta in  
even the h a r d i e s t  members o f  the  genus i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  f o r  any 
l eng th  o f  t ime. M a r t i n  Swanson o f  Glenmaggie i n  V i c t o r i a  has 
obv ious ly  g iven  cons iderab le  thought t o  t h e  problems he has 
encountered w i t h  t h i s  genus and below a r e  some o f  h i s  thoughts  
on the sub jec t :  

"Why do Lechenaul t i a  d i e? "  

by M a r t i n  Swanson 

What i s  the  l i f e s p a n  o f  Lechenau l t ia  growing i n  the w i l d ?  
Are we dea l i ng  w i t h  a  genus i n  which t he  p l a n t s  have an i n b u i l t  
genet ic  t imec lock such t h a t  they reach a  c e r t a i n  s i z e  and age and 
then e x p i r e  regard less  o f  the s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  growing 
environment. An example o f  t h i s  t r a i t ,  f rom another  f a m i l y ,  i s  
Boronia megastigma. 

I s  the  major cause o f  death i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  r o o t  f a i l u r e  o r  
l e a f  and stem malaise? The forms o f  L. formosa we propagate seem 
t o  be a t  r i s k  when we g e t  a  s p e l l  o f  wet, ove rcas t  weather and 
the  p l a n t s  a re  i n  a  semi-crowded p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  nursery .  The 
n a t u r a l  assumption i s  t h a t  the  r o o t s  f a i l e d  and t h i s  was 
r e f l e c t e d  i n  the s i ck - l ook ing  f o l i a g e  and f l owers .  I t  i s ,  
however poss ib le  t h a t  t he  f o l i a g e  f a i l e d  and s l o w l y  s ta rved  the  
r o o t s .  Some Eremophilas d i e  i n  t h e  f o l i a g e  d u r i n g  humid weather 
and can be saved by heavy prun ing back t o  hard wood. 

My exper ience w i t h  L. formosa has been t h a t  t h e  "hardy"  
forms (Tango, E l  Dorado, and the  Large- f lowered,  p r o s t r a t e  red  
form are almost imposs ib le  t o  k i l l  by l ack  o f  water .  I p u t  o u t  
two p l a n t s  o f  the p r o s t r a t e ,  r ed  form i n t o  "death"  row i n  t h e  



nursery  where p l a n t s  t o  be thrown ou t  a re  pu t  and n o t  watered and 
they bo th  confounded me by s u r v i v i n g  t he  e n t i r e  summer. Even 
po t ted  G r e v i l l e a s  and Eremophi las d ied  o f  t h i r s t  i n  t h a t  area. 

One form o f  L .  formosa we have has t he  c u r i o u s  (and 
r e l i a b l e )  h a b i t  o f  dy ing i n  t he  autumn and then reappear ing i n  
the sp r i ng .  Over a  per iod  o f  years t h i s  p l a n t  has been known t o  
end up i n  a  very d i f f e r e n t  spo t  i n  the  garden. One p l a n t  I know 
i s  now 3 metres from where i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  p lan ted .  Another 
p l a n t  disappeared f o r  a  complete season and then re-emerged. 
Both o f  these p l a n t s  a re  growing i n  1000 mm p l u s  r a i n f a l l  areas 
i n  r a i s e d  garden beds. 

Coarse sand does seem t o  be the  bes t  mulch when p l a n t i n g  
Lechenaul t ias .  The heat  from i t  keeps the  f o l i a g e  d r y  and 
hea l t hy  w h i l s t  the r o o t s  a re  p ro tec ted  from sudden changes i n  
s o i l  m i roc l imate .  Our prev ious Lechenau l t ia  bed was r a i s e d  s o i l  
w i t h  a t h i n  sand topping,  b u t  our  new bed i s  200 mm o f  coarse 
sand on a  g e n t l e  s lope fac ing  due no r th .  I i n t e n d  t o  see how 
" d r y "  I can grow them i n  t h i s  new bed because my exper ience w i t h  
o the r  genera from d ry  h a b i t a t s  i s  t h a t  they respond t o  more 
a v a i l a b l e  mois ture  by producing l ush  and s o f t  t op  growth which 
i s  more prone t o  fungal  a t t ack  than p l a n t s  which have t o  hunt  f o r  
water ."  

M a r t i n  a l so  sent  along the  f o l l o w i n g  thoughts  on weed 
c o n t r o l  : 

" I ' v e  no t i ced  t h a t  one o f  our g r e a t e s t  problems i n  years 
pas t  w i t h  Lechenaul t ia  has been the  problem o f  weeds emerging i n  
po t s  and garden beds. F i r s t l y ,  many Lechenau l t ia  a re  b r i t t l e  
and hence break when removing weeds. Secondly, the  major  
problem w i t h  weeds, from my experience, i s  t h a t  they t r a p  
mo is tu re  aga ins t  the stem d u r i n g  wet and humid waether. The 
pathway t o  success w i t h  Lechenau l t ia  seems t o  l i e  w i t h  
unobst ructed a i r  c i r c u l a t i o n  through the  f o l i a g e  and b l a z i n g ,  
f u l l  sun. Weeds r e s t r i c t  the  h e a l t h  and v i g o u r  o f  t h e  p l a n t s .  
Ronstar c r y s t a l s  are  a  l ong - l as t i ng  pre-emergent h e r b i c i d e  and 
w ide ly  used i n  the ornamental realm o f  h o r t i c u l t u r e .  They 
c o n t r o l  most problem weeds f o r  8 t o  12 weeks. They do n o t  k i l l  
e x i s t i n g  weeds - o n l y  germinat ing ones. 

CAUTION 1. Some p l a n t s  which sucker ( i . e .  shoots emerge from 
underground) are  k i l l e d  by 
Ronstar. Wahlenbergia g l o r i o s a  does n o t  s u r v i v e  i t s  a c t i o n .  
Some p l a n t s  a re  i n j u r e d  bu t  s u r v i v e  e . g .  H i b b e r t i a  dentata .  
S t range ly  (and f o r t u n a t e l y )  a l l  t he  sucker ing  Lechenau l t ias  and 
Dampieras we grow appear t o  be immune. 2. Always hose the  
f o l i a g e  o f  your p l a n t s  a f t e r  app ly ing  Ronstar ,  e s p e c i a l l y  those 
w i t h  crowded, smal l ,  hea l thy  leaves, as t h e  c r y s t a l s  tend t o  
lodge i n  them and s low ly  k i l l  the  leaves. An example o f  such a 
p l a n t  i s  Astroloma c i l i a t u m .  3. Test  each new ba tch  o f  p l a n t s  
w i t h  Ronstar be fo re  t r e a t i n g  t h e  r e s t  o f  your ba tch  w i t h  i t .  4. 
Spread c r y s t a l s  on the  sur face  o f  t h e  s o i l  even ly  - do n o t  m i x  
i n  w i t h  the  s o i l .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  r a t e  i s  20 grammes per  square 
metre. I n  rough terms t h i s  i s  about t he  amount r e q u i r e d  t o  
cover a  2  cent  c o i n  (unheaped) per 15 cm p o t  and tw i ce  t h a t  
amount f o r  a  25 cm po t .  I made a smal l  spoon t o  s p r i n k l e  i t  on 
the po t  and then I water the p o t  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  i t  as evenly  as 



p o s s i b l e . "  

We have a l s o  had correspondence from K a t h i e  S t r i c k l a n d  a t  
B a l n a r r i n g  i n  V i c t o r i a  d e s c r i b i n g  her  garden s i t u a t i o n .  She 
says: 
"We have a  p rope r t y  -about 1 km from Westonport Bay. As a  r e s u l t  
we s u f f e r  from winds. Our s o i l  i s  c l a y  and i n  o rde r  t o  grow many 
n a t i v e s  we a r e  b u i l d i n g  up banks o f  t o p s o i l  and/or  sand as 
requ i red .  We a l s o  have a glasshouse and polyhouse t o  propagate 
c u t t i n g  m a t e r i a l . "  

K a t h i e  a l s o  sen t  a  l i s t  o f  spec ies  she i s  growing a t  
p resen t  : 

Dampiera aemula ( ? I  Goodenia v a r i a  
D. l i n e a r i s  G:- h u m i l i s  
D. t r i g o n a  Lechenau l t i a  c h l o r a n t h e r a  
D. r o s m a r i n i f o l i a  L. formosa ' p r o s t r a t e  
D. d i v e r s i f o l i a  form'  and semi-erect  

form 




