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Spr ing i s  we1 1  and t r u l y  w i t h  us and now comes the reward f o r  
the e f f o r t  i nvo lved  i n  main ta in ing  a  garden, Af t e r  several  
disappointments I f i n d  t h a t  I can now grow (some) Dampiera species 
w i t h  a  hea l thy  specimen o+ Dampiera l i n e a r i s  about t o  b u r s t  i n t o  
bloom- I have r e c e n t l y  obtained suckers o f  D. l i n e a r i s  and D. 
r o s m a r i n i f o l i a  and hope t o  add these t o  my c o l l e c t i o n .  

1  know Dennis s t i l l  wants people t o  ma in ta in  Goodeniacea 
c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  areas and would welcome anyone o f f e r i n g  
t o  he lp  i n  t h i s  regard. 

Please w r i t e  and share w i t h  us your thoughts and experiences 
w i t h  growing Goodeniaceae. 

Reports from Study Group members 

Joan Hales o f  Glen A lv ie ,  V i c t o r i a  w r i t e s : . - - - " I  have been i n  
the  process o f  r e p l a n t i n g  some o f  my garden, I n  general  there  i s  
l i t t l e  p o i n t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p l a n t s  i n  the  garden here u n t i l  
F Ip r i l  as we are  on tank water. - .  . - r a i n f a l l  i s  around 700mm per 
year, main ly  between the  end o f  March and the  e a r l y  p a r t  o ~ f  
December. The ground d r i e s  ou t  then t o  a  p o i n t  where a  downpour of  
5mm w i l l  on l y  wet the  top few mm o f  s o i l  which thcn d r i e s  ou t  very 
r a p i d l y  - 

I n  the  past  2 - 3 months I have p lan ted o u t  Dampiera t r igona,  
a  Lechenau l t ia  b i l o b a  c u t t i n g  a f t e r  the  o r i g i n a l  p l a n t  died, 
Dampiera r o s m a r i n i f o l i a ,  D. l i n e a r i s ,  D. hederacea, Lechenaul t ia  
formosa ( p i n k ) ,  and L. formosa " p r o s t r a t e  red" .  I s t i l l  have 
Scaevola s t r i a t a  and S. a l b i da  i n  pots.  The S .  a l b i d a  cannot stand 
d r y i ng  out ;  I thought I was going t o  l ose  i t  e a r l i e r  t h i s  year. 

I t  would appear t o  me t ha t ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h i s  area, we have 
some naming problems w i t h  purchased p l a n t s -  About 2 years ago I 
purchased a  p l a n t  l a b e l l e d  Dampiera cuneata- I t  seems t h a t  the 
p l a n t  i s  a c t u a l l y  D. hederacea- A t  another nursery  I bought a  
p l a n t  named Dampiera s t r i c t a  and w h i l e  I had d e f i n i t e  misg iv ings  
about t he  p l a n t  a c t u a l l y  being D. s t r i t a  I bought i t  anyway. On 
a r r i v i n g  home I discovered i t  was a  near p e r f e c t  match f o r  my 
Darnpiera l i n e a r i s -  I t  most c e r t a i n l y  i s n u t  D. s t r i c t a  as I ' v e  
checked both  the  Encyclopaedia o f  Aus t r a l i an  P lan t s  and 
J .H. W i l  l i s '  Handbook descr ip t ions ,  I have seen D- s t r i c t a  growing 
i n  East Gippsland some years ago and thought t h i s  p l a n t  was 
d i f f e r e n t . "  

R i t a  L u f f  o f  Rowvi l le ,  V i c t o r i a  has sent  the  f o l l o w i n g  repor t :  
"I have Dampiera d i v e r s i f o l i a  - don' t we a l l ,  D. l i n e a r i s ,  Scaevola 
"Mauve C lus te rs "  and recen t l y  Lechenaul t i a  "Red", which a f t e r  
reading your news le t te r  seems t o  be "Beaumaris Red" - A1 1  have been 
propagated very success fu l l y  except the  Lechenau l t i a -  

To see how easy the Dampiera a re  t o  propagate 1 ' v e  put  I > .  
l i n e a r i s  and D -  d i v e r s i f o l i a  i n  l i t t l e  brown b o t t l e s  o f  j u s t  water 



- t h e y ' v e  o n l y  been i n  f o r  4 days  - s o  fa r -  n o t h i n g ,  s t i l l  l o o k i n g  
h e a l t h y  and no s i g n  o f  r o t t i n g .  

C l t  t h e  moment I ' m  keen t o  f i n d  summer f l o w e r i n g  p l a n t s .  
Summer seems t o  be a  b i t  d u l l  i n  my garden a f t e r  t h e  b r i l l i a n t  
s p r i n g  d i s p l a y .  

We have bought  6 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  B e a c o n s f i e l d  Upper. I t  is 
u n d u l a t i n g ,  has l o t s  o f  r o c k  and i s  v e r y  " w i l d "  a t  p r e s e n t  a s  a  
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  Ash Wednesday f i r e  - l o t  o f  w a t t l e s -  W e ' l l  be 
b u i l d i n g  o u r  house w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  few months and I'll be l o o k i n g  
f o r w a r d  t o  1andsca.ping and f i n d i n g  " t r e a s u r e s " .  " 

Dampiera i n  t h e  ground - r e l i a b l e ?  

by Your Leader  

The answer t o  t h i s  query  i s  i n  g e n e r a l  yes  however t h e r e  a r e  
some n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n s .  T h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  a n o t h e r  i n  my " t r i a l s  and 
t r i b u l a t i o n "  s e r i e s  o f  r e p o r t s  and i s  p redominan t1  y a c o l  l e c t i o n  
o f  musings and o b s e r v a t i o n s  ( a t  t i m e s  n o t  v e r y  s y s t e m a t i c )  on 
s p e c i e s  o f  Dampiera I have t r i e d  , i n  my garden o v e r  t h e  p a s t  3 
y e a r s .  I w i l l  n o t  r e p o r t  them i n  a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r  b u t  more i n  
o r d e r  o f  p l a n t i n g  f rom f r o n t  t o  back i n  my ya rden  ( i t  i s  f a r  e a s i e r  
f o r  me).  

Dampiera l i n e a r i s  ( f i n e  l e a f )  T h i s  i s  one o f  t h e  more I - e a d i i y  
a v a i l a b l e  forms o f  D. l i n e a r i s .  C u r r e n t l y  I have abou t  5 fo rms i n  
t h e  ground a l l  o f  wh ich  seem t o  be s u r v i v i n g  and, i n  c e r t a i n  
s i t u a t i o n s ,  a c t u a l  1  y  t h r i v i n g .  The s e c r e t  t o  t h i s  s p e c i e s  seems 
t o  be a s u b s t a n t i a l  mu lch  around t h e  p l a n t s  t o  encourage s u c k e r i n g .  
W i t h  some forms t h e  p a r e n t  p l a n t s  do n o t  s u r v i v e  more t h a n  1-2 
y e a r s  a f t e r  wh ich  sucker  g r o w t h  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
s p e c i e s .  I t  d o e s n ' t  seem t o  m a t t e r  g r e a t l y  whether  i t  i s  a  pebb le  
mulch  o r  a  v e g e t a t i v e  one n o r  does s o i l  t y p e  seem a  m a j o r  p rob lem 
as l o n g  as  d r a i n a g e  i s  reasonab le .  I n  g e n e r a l  I would recommend 
v a r i a n t s  o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s  f o r  r o c k e r y  f e a t u r e s  where s u c k e r  g r o w t h  
i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  be t o o  i n v a s i v e  o r  s i t u a t i o n s  where a  f r e e - f  l o w i n g  
o r  s t r e a m i n g  e f f e c t  i s  d e s i r e d  as  t h e y  can c o v e r  l a r g e  a r e a s  i f  
unchecked. T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  fo rm i s  v e r y  f l o r i f e r o u s  w i t h  v e r y  deep 
p u r p l e  f l o w e r s  and na r row a lmos t  t e r e t e  l e a v e s .  I t  i s  n o t  q u i t e  
as  v i g o r o u s  as o t h e r  forms ment ioned be low and has a  f a i r l y  
s p e c i f i c  f l o w e r i n g  p e r i o d  f rom m i d - w i n t e r  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  
summer. The d i s p l a y  i s  v e r y  i n t e n s e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  a  w h i t e  pebb le  
mu lch  i s  used f o r  c o n t r a s t .  The f o l i a g e  i s  a  v e r y  d a r k  green.  A 
v e r y  d e s i r a b l e  fo rm and l i k e  a l l  fo rms o f  D, l i n e a r i s  i s  easy t o  
p r o p a g a t e  f rom c u t t i n g s  o r  s u c k e r s .  

Dampiera l i n e a r i s  (D. cunea ta )  T h i s  f o r m  has been w r o n g l y  l a b e l l e d  
i n  t h e  n u r s e r y  t r a d e  f o r  many y e a r s .  I t  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  most easy 
a t t a i n a b l e  fo rm and i s  q u i t e  v i g o r o u s  and dependab le .  The l e a v e s  
a r e  a l m o s t  o v a t e  and t h e  f l o w e r s  t h e  more t y p i c a l  p a l e  b l u e  w i t h  
a  w h i t e  f l u s h  i n  t h e  c e n t r e .  F o l i a g e  t e n d s  t o  be g r e y .  Much more 
open g r o w t h  p a t t e r n  than t h e  fo rm above b u t  s t i l l  manages a l o v e l y  
d i s p l a y  p a t i c u l a r l y  t h r o u g h  s p r i n g  and e a r l y  summer. 



Dampiera l i n e a r i s  ( e a r l y - f l o w e r i n g  fo rm)  T h i s  fo rm 1s  one 
c o l l e c t e d  by Roger E l l i o t t .  I t  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  "D .  c u n e a t a "  fo rm 
i n  l e a f  shape and f l o w e r  c o l o u r  b u t  tends  t o  f l o w e r  f r o m  l a t e  
autumn onwards f i n i s h i n g  i n  s p r i n g .  

Dampiera l i n e a r i s  ( l a t e - f l o w e r i n g  fo rm)  Another  o f  Roger E l l i o t t ' s  
forms. T h i s  i s  a  d i s t i n c t  v a r i a n t  w i t h  green r a t h e r  t h a n  g r e y -  
g reen f o l i a g e  and d a r k e r  a l m o s t  r e d  new g rowth .  F l o w e r s  t e n d  t o  
be a  m id -b lue  shade and a r e  h e l d  more e r e c t  than  on o t h e r  fo rms.  
Q u i t e  v i g o r o u s  when e s t a b l i s h e d  f l o w e r i n g  i r o m  about  m i d - s p r i n g  
t h r o u g h  t h e  summer. 

Dampiera l i n e a r i s  ( g r e y - l e a f  +arm) 1  have i n c  l uded  t h i s  v a r i a n t  
h e r e  under D. l i n e a r i s  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d o u b t  as 
t o  t h e  s p e c i e s .  I t  i s  more l i k e l y  a  form o f  D. r o t u n d i f o l i a .  T h i s  
" s p e c i e s "  i s  a  l o t  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  p ropaga te  and e s t a b l i s h .  The 
new g r o w t h  i s  a  b e a u t i f u l  s o f t  b lue -g rey  w h i l e  t h e  matu re  g r o w t h  
does c l o s e l y  resemble  D, l i n e a r i s .  Sucker g r o w t h  i s  n o t  n e a r l y  as 
pronouced as w i t h  p l a n t s  d i s c u s s e d  above. P r o p a g a t i o n  f rom 
c u t t i n g s  i s  much more s u c c e s s f u l  w i t h  mature  m a t e r i a l  however t h i s  
i s  n o t  so easy t o  come by because o f  i t s  h a b i t  o f  c o n t i n u a l l y  
t h r o w i n g  s o f t  r e g r o w t h .  A v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  fo rm o r  s p e c i e s  once 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  

Dampiera t r i l o b a  T h i s  s p e c i e s  i s  q u i t e  v i g o r o u s  b u t  has a v e r y  
open, s p r a w l i n g  h a b i t  and t o  t h i s  p o i n t  i s  n o t  as f l o r i f e r o u s  as 
o t h e r  s p e c i e s .  Leaders  can up  t o  0.5 m l o n g  and g rey -g reen  i n  
c o l o u r .  Growth  can q u i t e  woody i n  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  p l a n t s .  Does 
sucker  f r e e l y  i n  p o t s  b u t  n o t  as p r o l i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  garden t o  
d a t e .  Seems ha rdy  i n  my s i t u a t i o n  and i s  w o r t h  p e r s e r v e r i n g  w l t h  
f u r t h e r .  

Darnpiera a l a t a  There  a r e  a  number o f  s p e c i e s  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e  t h e  
d e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  t h i s  s p e c i e s .  The fo rm I am c u l t i v a t i n g  does 
appear t o  be t h e  t y p e  s p e c i e s  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  s t i l l  has t o  be 
con f i rmed  w i t h  Roger C a r o l i n .  I n  a  l a r g e  p o t  t h i s  s p e c i e s  makes 
a  m a g n i f i c e n t  dense d i s p l a y .  F o l i a g e  i s  g reen and s p r a w l i n g  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  t i p s ,  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  f l o w e r s  ( m i d - b l u e ) ,  t e n d  t o  
be h e l d  u p r i g h t .  Sucker  g r o w t h  is p r o l i f i c .  I n  t h e  ground t h i n g s  
t e n d  n o t  t o  be a s  r o s y .  Growth can be v e r y  s low,  w i t h  a  p l a n t  i n  
my garden o n l y  just showing secondary g r o w t h  a f t e r  about  a  y e a r  i n  
t h e  ground.  C u t t i n g s  tend  t o  s t r i k e  e a s i l y  b u t  t o  grow on v e r y  
s l o w l y .  Shou ld  make a  m a g n i f i c e n t  f e a t u r e  p l a n t  once e s t a b l i s h e d  
b u t  o n l y  t i m e  w i l l  t e l l .  

Dampiera t r i g o n a  ( t y p e  s p e c i e s )  T h i s  s p e c i e s  comes i n  two c o l o u r  
fo rms,  b l u e  and p i n k .  F o l i a g e  i s  l o n g  and b r i g h t  9ree.n w i t h  l o n g  
l i n e a r  l e a v e s  and an open u p r i g h t  h a b i t .  F l o w e r  c o l o u r  i n  q u i t e  
i n t e n s e  and an u n u s u a l  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  b l u e  and p u r p l e .  The f l o w e r s  
a r e  h e l d  t e r m i n a l l y  and have a  p e r p e t u a l  shimmer l o o k i n g  t o  be i n  
m o t i o n  c o n t i n u a l l y  even on t h e  s t i l l e s t  day.  A l o v e l y  f e a t u r e  
p l a n t  f o r  a  r o c k e r y .  



Dampiera t r i g o n a  ( f i n e - l e a f  o r  d w a r f  f o r m )  T h i s  fo rm i s  o f  a  q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  h a b i t  t o  t h e  t y p e  s p e c i e s .  The g r o w t h  i s  q u i t e  dense and 
low ( > 5  cm) and v e r y  f i n e .  F l o w e r  c o l o u r  i s  a  d a r k  b l u e  however 
t h e  f l o w e r s  a r e  a l m o s t  i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l  ( 3  mm v  10 m m )  u n t i l  t h e  
whole p l a n t  1s l n  f l o w e r .  The whole p l a n t  wou ld  o n l y  c o v e r  abou t  
20-25 cm. T h i s  fo rm w i l l  s u c k e r  however i n  g e n e r a l  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  
s p e c i e s  i s  n o t  p r o l i f i c  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  A n i c e  p l a n t  f o r  a  s m a l l  
c ranny  i n  a  r o c k e r y .  

Dampiera r o s m a r i n i f o 1 i . a  There  a r e  a t  l e a s t  two c o l o u r  fo rms  o f  
t h i s  s p e c i e s ,  t h e  common b l u e  fo rm and t h e  " p i n k " .  The l a t t e r  i s  
r e a l  1  y  on1 y  a  washed-out c o l o u r  v a r i a n t .  I n t e r e s t i n g 1  y  t h e  l a t t e r  
i s  n o t  rega rded  as b e i n g  as  v i g o r o u s  a s  t h e  b l u e  i n  t h e  more 
s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  whereas i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  fo rm I have been a b l e  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  i n  my garden.  The s p e c i e s  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  easy  t o  
p ropaga te  f rom c u t t i n g  b u t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  grow on i n  my c o n d i t i o n s  
w i t h  dy-back o f  b ranches q u i t e  common w i t h  subsequent  d e a t h  o f  t h e  
p l a n t .  I s u s p e c t  t h i s  s p e c i e s  a p p r e c i a t e s  h e a v i e r  s o i l s  t h a n  my 
sandy r o c k .  

Dampiera hederacea T h i s  s p e c i e s  has a  v e r y  v a r i a b l e  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  
Sydney. When i t  grows w e l l  i t  i s  s p e c t a c u l a r  and v e r y  v i g o r o u s  b u t  
l o s s e s  can h i g h  w i t h  seve re  f u n g a l  a t t a c k  and u n s i g h t l y  de- 
foliation l e a d i n g  t o  d e a t h  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  l a t e  summmer. I 
have l i t t l e  p rob lem i n  my garden however I d o n t  wa te r  my ga rden  
p l a n t s  wh ich  seems t o  be t h e  s e c r e t  f o r  o u r  humid c l i m a t e  ai-td l . ~ i g h  
r a i n f a l l .  I t  a l s o  appears  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  f u l l  sun under  t h e s e  
c o n d i t i o n s  and s u c k e r s  v e r y ,  v e r y  p r o l i f i c a l l y  under  a  w h i t e  p e b b l e  
q u a r t z i t e  mu lch .  Never s t o p s  f l o w e r i n g  b u t  has s p u r t s  i n  l a t e -  
w i n t e r  t h r o u g h  s p r i n g .  

Dampiera t e r e t i f o l i a  T h i s  s p e c i e s  appears  q u i t e  a t  home on t h e  
e a s t e r n  seaboard a l t h o u g h  a  WA s p e c i e s .  Can grow t o  a b o u t  a  m e t r e  
o r  more i n  h e i g h t  and w i d t h  w i t h  r a t h e r  t a n g l e d  l e a d e r  g r o w t h .  New 
g r o w t h  i s  cove red  i n  s o f t ,  brown h a i r s  g i v i n g  i t  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  
" d u s t y "  appearance.  F l o w e r s  a r e  t e r m i n a l ,  s i n g l e  and p r o l i f i c .  
C o l o u r  t e n d s  t o  be p u r p l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  b l u e .  F lowered  l a t e  s p r i n g  
t h i s  y e a r  a f t e r  most o f  t h e  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  were f i n i s h i n g .  Seems 
t o  l i k e  t h e  d r y ,  sandstone,  s l o p e  on w h i c h  i t  i s  g r o w i n g  a t  
p r e s e n t .  C u r r e n t l y  i t  i s  abou t  2 y e a r s  ( i n  g r o u n d ) .  Does n o t  
appear  t o  sucke r  b u t  r e l a t i v e l y  easy t o  p r o p a g a t e  f rom c u t t i n g .  

As you can see t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  i s  noy p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a r g e  t h i s  t i m e  
around.  I am r e c e i v i n g  v e r y  l i t t l e  i m p u t  a t  p r e s e n t  and would 
welcome news i t e m s  e i t h e r  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  g r o w i n g  s p e c i e s  o r  even 
s i t i n g s  i n .  t h e  w i l d .  The l a t t e r  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s p e c i e s  as w e l l  a s  access  t o  c o l l e c t i o n  m a t e r i a l .  

Denn is  Margan 




