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Goodeniaceae S tudy  Group N e w s l e t t e r  No. 5 ,  .TUL)I. IYYO, 

F i n a l l y  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  has come t o  f r u i t i o n .  I am a f r a i d  t h a t  I 
have a  h o s t  o f  reasons f o r  t h e  d e l a y  b u t  n o t  many excuses.  ,The 
main prob lem has been a  l a c k  od communica t ion  and m a t e r i a l .  The 
weather  h a s n ' t  he lped  e i t h e r  w i t h  seeming ly  e n d l e s s  c r i s e s  i n  t h e  
garden and i n  my " n u r s e r y "  and an ove rseas  t r i p  t h rown  i n  f o r  good 
measure. The NSW branch  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  has s u p p l i e d  t h e  money f o r  
a  computer  r e g u l a t e d  w a t e r i n g  sys tem wh ich  s h o u l d  h e l p  immensely 
a l t h o u g h  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  6 months t h e  prob lem i n  Sydney has n o t  
r e a l l y  been g e t t i n g  wa te r  t o  t h e  p l a n t s  b u t  d r a i n i n g  t h e  wa te r  
away. I am b e g i n n i n g  t o  wonder whether  t h e  c l i m a t e  h e r e  has 
changed s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  n e g a t e  any t h o u g h t  o f  t r y i n g  t o  grow most 
o f  t h e  Goodeniaceae h e r e  a l t h o u g h  i n  t h e  garden t h e r e  have been 
s u r p r i s i n g l y  few l o s s e s  o f  ma tu re  p l a n t s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  s u c k e r i n g  
fo rms  and s p e c i e s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  5 months o f  t h i s  y e a r  I r e c e i v e d  
i n  excess  o f  1000 mm r a i n f a l l  and l o s s e s  o f  p o t t e d  p l a n t s  have h e ~ n  
ho r rendous  .~ 

The theme f o r  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  i s  Scaevo la  - a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  
my d i s c o u r s e s  on genera  i n  t h e  ga rden  he re .  There  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  
t o  r e p o r t  o t h e r w i s e  f rom members a l t h o u g h  a  few t h i n g s  have c ropped 
up i n c i d e n t a l  t o  t h e  s t u d y  g roup .  

General News 

The f i n a l  d e f i n i t i v e  key  f o r  t h e  rema inder  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  
Goodeniaceae has, I b e l i e v e ,  been been comp le ted  by  D r  Roger 
C a r o l i n  and is a w a i t i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  F l o r a  o f  A u s t r a l i a .  
P u b l i c a t i o n  d a t e  i s  however u n c e r t a i n  and I d o n t  have access  t o  t h e  
keys  as  y e t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  Roger has r e t i r e d  f r o m  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
and i s  l i v i n g  i n  B e r r y  wh ich  makes h im r e l a t i v e l y  i n a c c e s s i b l e .  

The N a t i o n a l  B o t a n i c  Gardens i n  Canber ra  has been i n  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  me, as  Leader ,  w i t h  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a t t e n d  a  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  
Canber ra  on main tenance o f  1  i v e  c o l  l e c  t i o n s ,  b o t h  pub1 ic (ga rdens  
and a r b o r e t a  and p r i v a t e  ( s t u d y  g roup  c o l  l e c t i o n s  and p r i v a t e  
g a r d e n s ) .  The c o n f e r e n c e  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be h e l d  i n  March 1991 and 
I e x p e c t  t o  a t t e n d  and I am c o n t e m p l a t i n g  u s i n g  s t u d y  g roup  funds  
t o  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  ( $ 5 5 )  - i f  anyone has s t r o n g  
f e e l i n g s  abou t  t h i s  s o r t  o f  use  o f  f unds  p l e a s e  l e t  me know. 

I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  funds  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  and ma in tenance  and p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n .  The o n l y  reason we a r e  r e a s o n a b l y - s o l v e n t  a t  p r e s e n t  
i s  t h a t  a  l o t  o f  t h e  c o s t s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  a r e  b e i n g  
reduced s u b s t a n t i a l l y  by access  t o  paper  and c o p y i n g  a t  c o s t  
t h r o u g h  my p l a c e  o f  employment and because o f  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  
some i n d i v i d u a l s  and groups  who c o n t r i b u t e  i n  excess  o f  t h e  normal  
s u b s c r i p t i o n .  

The f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t  f o r  t h i s  y e a r  i s  shown below w i t h  t h e  



o n l y  m a j o r  i t e m  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  towards  t h e  wa te r  i r r i g a t i o n  
sys tem.  I n  pass ing  t h e r e  a r e  a  few o b l i g a t i o n s  on t h e  s t u d y  group 
a r i s i n g  f rom t h e  d o n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  system. The system remains  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  NSW Region u n t i l  such t i m e  as i t  i s  w r i t t e n  o f f  o r  
o t h e r w i s e  d isposed o f .  The c o l l e c t i o n s  I m a i n t a i n  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
S t e r c u l i a c e a e  co1 l e c t i o n  a r e  t o  be a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  Reg ions  f o r  
e x h i b i t i o n s ,  e t c  and I agreed,  on  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  g roup ,  t o  p r o v i d e  
a r t i c l e s  o f  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  f o r  t h e  R e g i o n ' s  n e w s l e t t e r  f rom t i m e  
t o  t i m e .  I t  would be v e r y  h e l p f u l  i f  a c t i v e  members c o u l d  w r i t e  
s o m e  a r t i c l e s  f o r  t h i s  purpose  p a r t i c u l a r l y  abou t  c o l l e c t i n g  and /o r  
s i g h t - s e e i n g  t r i p s  r e l a t e d  t o  o u r  i n t e r e s t .  Members o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  
a t  l a r g e  do have a  keen i n t e r e s t  i n  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  b o t h  l o c a l  and 
. - 
l n  t e r s t a t e  a reas .  

FINANCIAL REPORT (1989-90)  

BROUGHT FORWARD $ 80.20 

INCOME 
S u h s c r i p t i o n s  
Dona t ion  
I n t e r e s t  

EXPENDITURE 
N e w s l e t t e r  $ 32.05 
Postage $ 8.20 
Bank cha rges  % 2 - 3 1  
Purchase Water System $640.45 ------- 

$683.45 

BALANCE 

M e m b e r s h i p  

As you may have guessed, w i t h  t h e  new f i n a n c i a l  y e a r  upon us  
i t  i s  t i m e  f o r  renewal  o f  s u b s c r i p t i o n s .  I w i l l  s e t  t h e  membership 
f e e  a t  $3.00 a g a i n  f o r  t h i s  y e a r  b u t  w i l l  foreshadow an i n c r e a s e  
t o  $5.00 f o r  t h e  n e x t  year  (1991-92 ) .  The s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  a t  hand 
i s  p r i m a r i l y  f rom garden m a t e r i a l  and t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  s p e c i e s  
a v a i l a b l e  i s  s t a t i c  a t  p r e s e n t .  There needs t o  be a  c o n c e r t e d  
e f f o r t  t o  c o l l e c t  w i l d - s o u r c e d  m a t e r i a l  and t o  p r o p a g a t e  i t  i n  
s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t i e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  v i a b i l i t y .  Tha t  means 



m a i n t a i n i n g  l a r g e r  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  p l a n t s  as  sou rce  m a t e r i a l  and 
b u i l d i n g  up  a  r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a r y  o f  h e r b a r i u m  m a t e r i a l .  Tha t  may 
mean i n d i v i d u a l s  t a k i n g  a  l a r g e r  p a r t  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  s e c t i o n s  o f  
t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  ( t h e  L e c h e n a u l t i a  a r e  a l m o s t  a  f u l l - t i m e  j o b  by  
t h e m s e l v e s ! )  o r  t h e  g r o u p  s p e c i a l i s i n g  i n  o n l y  one genera i . e .  t h e  
L e c h e n a u l t i a  o r  t h e  Dampiera,  e t c .  

S i n c e  t h e  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r  t h e r e  has been some a d d i t i o n s  t o  ,our 
membership n o t a b l y  one new a c t i v e  member, Gary Leske f rom S o u t h  
A u s t r a l i a .  I have i n c l u d e d  be low a  f u l l  l i s t  o f  a c t i v e  members 
( f o r  1988-90) so  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  can g e t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  each o t h e r  
i f  t h e y  w i s h  and h o p e f u l l y  e n t h u s e  each o t h e r .  The names marked 
w i t h  an a s t e r i s k  a r e  however u n f i n a n c i a l  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  and I w i l l  
have t o  s t r i k e  them o f f  t h i s  y e a r .  

N e w  S o u t h  Wales 
Bankstown N a t i v e  Gardens, S y l v a n  Grove, P i c n i c  P o i n t ,  2213 
* L a u r i e  Deane, 27 L i n d f i e l d  Garden V i l l a g e ,  U lmar ra  P l a c e ,  

E a s t  L i n d f i e l d ,  2070 
P h i l i p  S t r o n g ,  6  J e t t y  f ive,  Charmhaven, 2263 
*Heather  Wood, 21  E l l i o t t  Rd, Menai,  2234 

Clueensland 
*Pat  Shaw, 5 F l e e t w o o d  S t ,  Macgregor ,  4109 
*Leon S t e i n h a r d t ,  L o t  56,  L e u r e t t e  Rd, M/S 231, L a i d l e y ,  4341 

S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a  
* I d a  Jackson,  7  Cen tenary  Ave, K i n g s c o t e ,  Kangaroo Is, 5223 
Gary Leske,  18 Leonard  Ave, P o r t  P i r i e ,  5540 

V i c t o r i a  
* P e t e r  A l d r i d g e ,  66 O g i l v i e  S t ,  Essendon, 3040 
*Joan C a r r ,  2  S o u t h  Madd ing ley  Rd, Bacchus Marsh, 3340 
Joan Ha les ,  ~ ' ~ o n a l d s  Rd, G len  A l v i e ,  3979 
* R i t a  L u f f ,  9 5  Seebeck Rd, R o w v i l l e ,  3178 
* N e i l  M a r r i o t t ,  Box 107, S t a w e l l ,  3380 
XKa th ie  S t r i c k l a n d ,  P.O. Box 31, B a l n a r r i n g ,  3926 
* M a r t i n  Swanson, L i n c o l n  Rd, Glenmaggie, 3859 
Barba ra  T i l l o t s o n ,  16 P o t t e r  S t ,  B l a c k  Rock, 3193 
* B e v e r l e y  T r u s c o t t ,  22  A c a c i a  Ave, Sou th  O a k l e i g h ,  3167 

Western A u s t r a l i a  
* E i l e e n  C r o x f o r d ,  Box 297, P.O. A lbany ,  6330 
Haze l  Dempster,  GPO Box W2040, P e r t h  6001 

I t  i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n s p i r i n g  t o  see a l l  t h e  u n f i n a n c i a l  members 
we have a t  p r e s e n t .  H o p e f u l l y  t h e y  w i l l  "cough up"  and g e t  more 
en thused when t h e y  r e c e i v e  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .  some o f  o u r  most 
a c t i v e  members a r e  i n  f a c t  n o t  on t h i s  l i s t  b e i n g  Study  Group 
Leaders  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t .  They i n c l u d e  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  
V e r t i c o r d i a ,  G r e v i l  l e a ,  B r a c h y c h i t o n  and Dodonaea Study  Groups w i t h  
wh ich  I have r e c i p r o c a l  membership.  



P h i l l p  S t r o n g  h a s  p u t  p e n  t o  p a p e r  a b o u t  s o m e  o f  h i s  a t t e m p t s  
a t  g r o w i n g  G o o d e n e a c e a :  

" I n  t h e  N o . 4  N e w s l e t t e r  I m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  I w a s ,  a t  l a s t ,  
h a v i n g  s o m e  s u c c e s s  w i t h  g r o w i n g  D a m p i e r a .  A l a s ,  t h e  v e r y  w e t  
s u m m e r  w e a t h e r  k i l l e d  e v e r y  D a m p i e r a  t h a t  w a s  g r o w i n g  i n  t h e  g r p u n d  
a s  w e l l  a s  s o m e  i n  p o t s .  I  s t i l l  h a v e  D. r o s m a r i n i f o l i a  g r o w i n g  
i n  a p o t  s o  a l l  is n o t  l o s t .  

O t h e r  s u r v i v i n g  G o o d e n i a c e a e  a re :  
L e c h e n a u l t i a  b i l o b a  " W h i t e  F l a s h " .  T h e s e  a re  g r o w i n g  w e l l  i n  

p o t s  u n d e r  50% s h a d e c l o t h .  
L. f o r m o s a  p r o s t r a t e  r e d  f o r m  ( B e a u m a r i s  R e d ? ) .  A l s o  i n  p o t s  

u n d e r  s h a d e c l o t h .  
One  p o o r  s p e c i m e n  o f  L. f o r r n o s a  w i t h  y e l l o w / o r a n g e  f l o w e r s .  

T h i s  p l a n t  h a s  b e e n  g r o w i n g  i n  a r a i s e d  b e d  o f  v e r y  s a n d y  s o i l  f o r  
a b o u t  3 y e a r s  a n d  is now o n l y  a b u n c h  o f  d e a d  t w i g s  w i t h  o n e  s m a l l  
l e a f y  b r a n c h .  

S c a e v o l a  aemula.  O n e  f o r m  h a s  l a r g e ,  d e e p  b l u e / p u r p l e  f l o w e r s  
a n d  w a s  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  m i d - n o r t h  c o a s t  o f  N S W .  Two s m a l l  
p l a n t s  a r e  g r o w i n g  s l o w l y  i n  v e r y  p o o r  s o i l  b u t  when  g r o w i n g  w e l l  
t h i s  f o r m  w i l l  e a s i l y  c o v e r  a n  a r e a  lm a c r o s s  a n d  a b s o l u t e l y  
s m o t h e r e d  i n  f l o w e r s .  The w e t  w e a t h e r  k i l l e d  a l o v e l y  s p e c i m e n  o f  
t h i s  p l a n t ,  t h e  b r a n c h e s  w i l t i n g  a n d  d y i n g  o n e  b y  o n e  u n t i l  t h e  
w h o l e  p l a n t  w a s  d e a d .  A n o t h e r  p l a n t  is a s e e d l i n g  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  
m e n t i o n e d .  I t  d i f f e r s  b y  n o t  h a v i n g  a s  p r o s t r a t e  a h a b i t .  The 
p a l e r  b l u e  f l o w e r s  are  h e l d  w e l l  a b o v e  t h e  f o l i a g e .  

E v i d e n t l y  my m a i n  p r o b l e m  is o n e  o f  p o o r  d r a i n a g e .  A t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h i s  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a s u i t a b l e  i n o r g a n i c  m u l c h  s h o u l d  
d o  much t o  i m p r o v e  m a t t e r s .  T h e  p e r p l e x i n g  t h i n g  is  t h a t  m o s t  
losses h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  a r a i s e d  b e d  i n  w h i c h  a c o u p l e  o f  W . A .  
b a n k s i a s  a r e  g r o w i n g  w e l l ,  w h i c h  is n o  mean  f e a t  g i v e n  t h e  w e t  
w e a t h e r  a n d  t h e  t o u c h i n e s s  o f  W . A .  b a n k s i a s  when g r o w n  a l o n g  t h e  
e a s t  c o a s t .  I c a n  o n l y  k e e p  t r y i n g . "  

My i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  a b o v e  is  t h a t  i t  may b e  b e t t e r  t o  g r o w  
t h e s e  p l a n t s  o n  t h e  s l o p e s  o f  r a i s e d  b e d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Scaevolas. 
My o t h e r  t h o u g h t  w o u l d  b e  t h a t  t h e  j u d i c i o u s  u s e  o f  l a r g e  c h u n k s  
o f  r o c k  t o  p r o t e c t e d  t h e  r oo t  s y s t e m s  a n d  g e t  t h e  f o l i a g e  u p  o f f  
t h e  g r o u n d  may b e  u s e f u l .  Most s p e c i e s  t e n d  t o  r e s e n t  h i g h  l e v e l s  
o f  h u m i d i t y  i n  t h e i r  f o l i a g e .  



Scaevo la  i n  my ga rden  

By D e n n i s  Marqan 

O f  a l l  t h e  genera  i n  o u r  a r e a  o f  i n t e r e s t  I have t r i e d  to -g row 
t o  d a t e ,  t h e  Scaevo la  would have t o  be t h e  e a s i e s t  t o  p ropaga te  and 
m a i n t a i n .  T h i s  i s  a  d r a m a t i c  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  and t h e r e  afie a  
number o f  o b v i o u s  e x c e p t i o n s  however I s t i l l  f e e l  t h a t  Scaevo las  
dm. p r e s e n t  l e s s  o f  a  p rob lem i n  my r e l a t i v e l y  l i g h t  sands tone  s o i l s  
t han  many o t h e r  s p e c i e s  1 have t r i e d .  They t e n d  t o  be p e r s i s t e n t ,  
t o  m a i n t a i n  a c t i v e  g r o w t h  t h r o u g h o u t  most  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  t o  be 
remarkab ly  r e s i s t a n t  t o  c l i m a t i c  s t r e s s  once e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t o  be 
r e s i s t a n t  t o  d i s e a s e  and t o  i n s e c t  a t t a c k  and t o  be q u i t e  
f l o r i f e r o u s .  An added advantage i s  t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  
s p e c i e s  t e n d  t o  be p r o s t r a t e  o r  s e m i - p r o s t r a t e  f u l f i l l i n g  a  g r e a t  
need f o r  s m a l l  s p e c i e s  c a p a b l e  a  f i l l i n g  i n  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  h o l e s  
i n  o n e ' s  garden i .e. they  have s i g n i f i c a n t  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l .  
4 g a i n  I w i l l  l e t  my mind wander o v e r  my gardon f r o n  f r o n t  t o  back 
i n  t h i s  d i s c o u r s e  so  t h a t  I can more c l e a r l y  p i c t u r e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
s p e c i e s .  The p redominan t  c o l o u r  w i t h  t h e s e  s p e c i e s  a r e  w h i t e ,  p i n k  
and b l u e  u s u a l l y  i n  p a l e  s h a d i n g s  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  a g a i n  n o t a b l e  
e x c e p t i o n s .  

Scaevo la  " m i c r o p h y l l a " .  T h i s  fo rm i s  n o t  r e g a r d e d  as a  
s e p a r a t e  p e c i e s  a l t h o u g h  I have seen i t  s o l d  under  a v a r i e t y  o f  
s p e c i e s  names ( a 1  1  wrong o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  P r o f e s s i o n a l  o p i n i o n  
(Roger C a r o l i n )  sugges ts  t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d  be a  h y b r i d  o f  S. aernula 
o r  maybe S. r o t u n d i f o l i a .  M y  own o p i n i o n ,  f o r  what i t  i s  w o r t h ,  
i s  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  Kangaroo I s  form o f  S. aemula. Specimens o f  t h e  
l a t t e r  I r e c e i v e d  f rom I d a  Jackson a r e  s o  s i m i l a r  as t o  be 
i d e n t i c a l  however I h a v e n ' t  had t h e  t i m e  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  bo tany  
c l o s e l y .  Whatever i t ' s  p a r e n t a g e  i t  i s  good h a r d y  fo rm.  I n  my 
garden,  on a  v e r y  d r y  s l o p e  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no  w a t e r i n g ,  2 p l a n t s  

2 ( f r o m  c u t t i n g s )  have grown p r o f u s e l y  and c o v e r e d  a b o u t  2 m . There 
a r e  f l o w e r s  p r e s e n t  a l l  o f  t h e  y e a r  w i t h  f l u s h e s  i n  t h e  l a t e  s p r i n g  
t h r o u g h  summer. The f o l i a g e  i s  g rey -g reen  and t h e  l e a v e s  q u i t e  
s m a l l .  I n  l i g h t  s o i l s  t ends  t o  grow compact and dense however i n  
p o t s  can g e t  a  l i t t l e  ragged i f  n o t  groomed r e g u l a r l y .  Makes an 
e x c e l l e n t  c o n t a i n e r  p l a n t  f o r  a  l a r g e  t u b .  F l o w e r s  a r e  s m a l l  
( r a r e l y  more t h a n  a  cm a c r o s s )  w i t h  t h e  t y p i c a l  t i g h t  f a n - f  l ower  
s-hape and a r e  a  v e r y  p a l e  b l u e  i n  c o l o u r .  Easy t o  s t r i k e  f rom 
c u t t i n g  m a t e r i a l .  

S .  aemula I t  i s  p r o b a b l y  f i t t i n g  t h a t  I d i s c u s s  t h e  o t h e r  
fo rms o f  S -  aemula i n  t h e  garden a t  p r e s e n t  o r  even i n  t h e  r e c e n t  
p a s t .  A y e a r  o r  two ago I had a  m a g n i f i c e n t  f o rm o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s  
f  ram V i c t o r i a  w i t h  l a r g e ,  d a r k  l e a v e s  and l a r g e ,  . p u r p l e  f l o w e r s  
wh ich  formed i n  c l u s t e r s .  I t  s u r v i v e d  f o r  a b o u t  3 y e a r s  on a  d r y ,  
b a r r e n  s l o p e  ( w a t e r  d i d  f l o w  p a s t  b u t  q u i c k l y !  and was an a b s o l u t e  
p i c t u r e  c o v e r i n g  abou t  a m e t r e  i n  a  p a r t i a l l y  shaded p o s i t i o n .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  a l t h o u g h  I d i d  p r o p a g a t e  i t  a l l  t h e  p l a n t s  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  one i n  t h e  g round  d i e d  ( v e r y  q u i c k l y )  f r o m  causes unknown and 
I no l o n g e r  have t h i s  form.  Ano the r  fo rm,  wh ich  i s  i n t e r m e d i a t e  
between t h e  2 f o r m s  d e s c r i b e d  above i n  te rms o f  l e a f  and f l o w e r  
s i z e ,  i s  now c o l o n i z i n g  my ga rden .  And I do mean c o l o n i z i n g  w i t h  
s e e d l i n g s  coming u p  everywhere .  T h i s  fo rm a g a i n  has a  spread o f  



abou t  a  m e t r e  and i s  v e r y  f l o r i f e r o u s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  yea r  and 
f l o w e r s  a l l  yea r  round .  T h i s  p l a n t  has done v e r y  w e l l  i n  f u l l  sun 

- and i s  now i n  i t s  t h i r d  y e a r .  I t  i s  n o t i c e a b l e  t h a t  t h i s  paren.t  
p l a n t  i s  v e r y  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  h e a t  s t r e s s  d r o o p i n g  a l a r m i n g l y  i n  t h e  
midday sun i n  summer b u t  r e v i v i n g  amaz ing ly  as  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  
d r o p s  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g .  I have heard comments t h a t  most f o rms  o f  
t h i s  s p e c i e s  a r e  u n r e l i a b l e  i n  Sydney b u t  I c a n t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t o  
be t h e  case.  Maybe p e o p l e  e x p e c t  t o  much f rom t h i s  f a m i l y  o f  
p l a n t s .  A f  t e r  a 1  1  t h e y  a r e  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  herbaceous and r a r e l y  
d e v e l o p  t h e  h e a v i  1  y  wooded stems found w i t h  most  l o n g - l i v e d  
s p e c i e s .  Three y e a r s  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  maximum matu re  l i f e  span and 
t h e y  do appear  t o  c o l o n i z e  e a s i l y  e i t h e r  f rom seed,  s u c k e r  o r  
c u t t i n g .  The l o c a l  f o r m s  o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s  t e n d  t o  be l e g g y  w i t h  
l o n g  i n t e r n o d e s  and v e r y  p a l e  f l o w e r s  however I haven '  t as y e t  
t e s t e d  them tho rough1  y  i n  t h e  garden.  Easy t o  s t r i k e  f r o m  
c u t t i n g s .  

S .  a l b i d a  There  a r e  a  number o f  c o l o u r  v a r i a n t s  o f  t h i s  
s p e c i e s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  p u r e  w h i t e  ( c o l l e c t e d  i n  Queensland, I 
b e l i e v e )  t h r o u g h  p a l e  shades o f  b l u e  t o  b r i g h t  p i n k .  T h i s  l a t t e r  
f o rm was t h e  f i r s t  I o b t a i n e d  b u t  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  have I b o t h e r e d  t o  
p l a n t  i t  o u t  as i t  was so  easy t o  m a i n t a i n  i n  p o t s .  I t  is 
c e r t a i n l y  v i g o r o u s  g r o w i n g  t o  abou t  0.5 m e t r e  a c r o s s  i n  a b o u t  6 
months i n  f u l l  sun on a mound. The w h i t e  fo rm took  a  l i t t l e  l o n g e r  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  i n  shady c o n d i t i o n s  b u t  i s  now f l o w e r i n g  p r o f u s e l y  
even i n  l a t e  autumn and i s  a  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  fo rm w i t h  da rk -g reen  
r e l a t i v e l y  f i n e  l e a v e s  and l o v e l y  c o n t r a s t i n g  f l o w e r s .  T h i s  
s p e c i e s  a g a i n  has t h e  t y p i c a l  fan-shaped f l o w e r s  and seems t o  
s u c k e r  f a i r l y  f r e e l y .  No s i g n  o f  seed spread as y e t .  .I am n o t  
c u l t i v a t i n g  t h e  b l u e r  fo rms a t  p r e s e n t  a l t h o u g h  I d i d  n o t i c e  some 
l a r g e  specimens i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B o t a n i c  Gardens a  y e a r  o r  two ago. 
A l l  f o rms  s t r i k e  e a s i l y  f rom c u t t i n g s .  

S .  "Mauve C l u s t e r s "  T h i s  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  a  fo rm o f .  S -  
r o t u n d i f o l i a .  I t  i s  q u i t e  common i n  t h e  n u r s e r y  t r a d e  and 
a p p a r e n t l y  p o p u l a r  w i t h  ga rdeners .  It i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  i n  t h e  l e a f  
and f l o w e r  t o  t h e  " s p e c i e s "  I d e s c r i b e d  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  t h i s  
a r t i c l e ,  S. " m i c r o p h y l l a " ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  l e a f  c o l o u r  i s  b r i g h t  g reen  
r a t h e r  t h a n  g rey -g reen  and l e a f  s i z e  i s  s l i g h t e r  l a r g e r .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  f l o w e r  c o l o u r  i s  a  d e f i n i t e  mauve and more i n t e n s e .  
T h i s  fo rm appears  t o  p r e f e r  more s h e l t e r e d  c o n d i t i o n s  b u t  d i s l i k e s  
c o m p e t i t i o n .  There  i s  a  tendency  f o r  d ieback  t o  o c c u r  i f  crowded 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  v e r y  damp s i t u a t i o n s  where t h e r e  i s  a  b u i l d - u p  o f  
m o i s t u r e  around t h e  l e a v e s .  T h i s  i s  most l i k e l y  a  response t o  
f u n g a l  a t t a c k .  May do b e t t e r  i n  p a r t i a l  shade. F l o w e r s  
p r o l i f i c a l l y  i n  season b u t  f l o w e r i n g  does appear t o  be s e a s o n a l .  
Needs more s t u d y  i n  open c o n d i t i o n s .  Suckers  and easy t o  p r o p a g a t e  
f r o m  c u t t i n g s .  S n a i l s  a r e  a  r e a l  p rob lem w i t h  t h i s  p l a n t .  

S. "unnamed" T h i s  i s  a s p e c i e s  I c o l l e c t e d  f rom an 
e n t h u s i a s t  i n  V i c t o r i a  ( I  t h i n k ! )  and i t s  o r i g i n  i s  unknown a t  
p r e s e n t .  I s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  S .  a l b i d a  ( p i n k  f o r m )  e x c e p t  t h e  
f l o w e r  c o l o u r  i s  more i n t e n s e  and even and t h e  l e a v e s  tend t o  be 
" s e r r a t e d " .  Growth h a b i t ,  e t c  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  s p e c i e s .  
C u r e n t l y  p l a n t  i n  g round i n  q u i t e  s m a l l  and n o t  showiny v i g o r o u s  
g r o w t h  b u t  I e x p e c t  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  t o  change towards  summer. As 
a  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  specimen I would p r e f e r  i t  t o  t h e  p i n k  fo rm o f  S -  



a l b i d a .  I t  i s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  new r e v i s i o n  as f a r  a5 I am 
aware do t o  a  l a c k  o f  knowledge abou t  i t s  an teceden ts .  Suckers  and 
easy  t o  p ropaga te  f rom c u t t i n g s .  

S .  "sp. a f f .  r amos iss ima"  T h i s  i s  now a  p o p u l a r  p l a n t  i n  
t h e  n u r s e r y  t r a d e  w h i c h  was a p p a r e n t l y  d e r i v e d  f r o m  one o n l y  
c o l l e c t i o n  on a  head land n e a r  Newcas t l e .  Tha t  head land soon a f t e r  
d i s a p p e a r e d  i n t o  t h e  ocean a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  p l a n t  however t h e  
c u l  t i v a r s  have p e r s i s t e d  w i t h  g r e a t  t e n a c i t y .  Love1 y  l a r g e ,  open, 
i n t e n s e  mauve f l o w e r  v e r y  c l o s e l y  r e s e m b l i n g  t h a t  o f  S .  s t r i a t a  
f r o m  Western A u s t r a l i a  ( n o t  t y p i c a l  fan-shape)  . Leaves a r e  
r e l a t i v e l y  spa rse  w i t h  l o n g  i n t e r n o d e s .  They a r e  v e r y  d a r k  g reen 
i n  c o l o u r ,  l i n e a r  w i t h  rounded t i p s  and can be r e a s o n a b l y  l o n g  ( < 4  
cm) . T h i s  fo rm i s  v e r y  t e n a c i o u s  i n  my garden i n  a p p a l  l i n g l y  hard ,  
d r y  c o n d i t i o n s  on a  low s l o p e .  I n  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  i t  appears t o  
s u c k e r  f r e e l y  a l t h o u g h  d i e b a c k  o f  t h e  o l d e r  s e c t i o n s  o c c u r s  i n  mid- 
summer. Seaonal f l o w e r i n g  (summer) b u t  f l o r i f e r o u s  when i n  f l o w e r .  
T h i s  p l a n t ( s )  i s  some 6 y e a r s  o l d  a t  p r e s e n t  a l t h o u g h  h a r d  t o  say 
how much o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l  i s  s t i l l ,  a l i v e .  Ve ry  easy t o  
p r o p a g a t e  f rom c u t t i n g  and s u c k e r s .  

S .  ramos iss ima  T h i s  i s  t h e  common s p e c i e s  f r o m  around t h e  
Sydney r e g i o n  b u t  one o f  t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o p a g a t e  and grow.  
V e r y  v a r i a b l e  i n  g r o w t h  h a b i t  f r om compact bushes t o  0.5 m t o  
s p r a w l i n g ,  t w i n i n g  v i n e - l i k e  fo rms.  I have had l i t t l e  o r  no 
success  e i t h e r  m a i n t a i n i n g  o r  g row ing  t h i s  s p e c i e s  b u t  do i n t e n d  
t o  t r y  a g a i n  when my p a t i e n c e  t h r e s h o l d  r i s e s  a g a i n .  

S .  s t r i a t a  T h i s  s p e c i e s  i s  q u i t e  common and v i g o r o u s  i n  
W.A. ,  however i n  Sydney i t  i s  a  b i t  o f  a  d i s a s t e r .  I have t r i e d  
2 o r  3 p l a n t s  t o  d a t e  i n  t h e  garden w i t h  no  r e a l  success .  S i m i l a r  
t o  t h e  sp. a f f .  r amos iss ima  ment ioned above i n  a l l  r e s p e c t s  e x c e p t  
c a p a c i t y  t o  s u r v i v e .  I may be a  l i t t l e  h a r s h  h e r e  as  t h e s e  t r i a l s  
were v e r y  e a r l y  on i n  t h e  s t u d y  and I do appear  t o  be d o i n g  b e t t e r  
now w i t h  a  l o t  o f  s p e c i e s .  Maybe I s h o u l d  t r y  a g a i n  when I c a n ' g e t  
some more m a t e r i a l .  D i f f i c u l t  t o  m a i n t a i n  i n  p o t s  f o r  l o n g  p e r i o d s  
h e r e  as  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  f u n g a l  a t t a c k  i n  mid-summer. No t  t o o  
d i f  f i c u l  t t o  p r o p a g a t e  f r o m  c u t t i n g s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  warmer 
months. 

S .  l i n e a r i s  v a r  c o n f e r t i f o l i a  M a t e r i a l  o f  t h i s  p l a n t  
was c o l l e c t e d  f o r  me on Kangaroo I s  ( t w i c e )  by I d a  Jackson.  I have 
f o u n d  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o p a g a t e  f r o m  c u t t i n g s  and, so  f a r ,  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  grow i n  t h e  ground.  Lack o f  m a t e r i a l  i s  a  p rob lem a t  
t h e  moment. When I g e t  s u f f i c i e n t  m a t e r i a l  I w i l l  t r y  a g a i n .  A t  
l e a s t  I have one r e a s o n a b l e  s i z e d  p o t  p l a n t  m a i n t a i n i n g  some g r o w t h  
a t  p r e s e n t  s o  h e r e ' s  hop ing .  The f o l i a g e  on t h i s  p l a n t  i s  a l m o s t  
m i n u t e  and t h e  w h i t e  f l o w e r s  p r e s e n t  w e l l  s o  i t  i s  w o r t h  t h e  
e f f o r t .  

REMEMBER : Remember t h a t  I have c u t t i n g  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
a l l  t h e  s p e c i e s  and forms ment ioned i n  t h e  p a s t  few n e w s l e t t e r s  on 
a  p o s t a g e  p a i d  b a s i s .  I would a l s o  a p p r e c i a t e  any m a t e r i a l  I d o n t  
have men t ioned  ! 




