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Hel lo  everyone,  
The n e w s l e t t e r  has been i n  r e c e s s  f o r  a  few months now whi le  ! 

I and my p l a n t s  t r i e d  t o  cope wi th  a s e v e r e  l a c k  of water  and 
growth. A s  I have mentioned i n  ear l ier  n e w s l e t t e r s  I do n o t  l i k e  
t o  a r t i f i c i a l l y  water m y  garden  p l a n t s  s o  it is  i n t e r e s t i n g  a f t e r  
such  a dramatic change i n  climatic c o n d i t i o n s  t o  look  back on 
s p e c i e s  survival over s u c h  a pe r iod  (see t h e  no te s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  
n e w s l e t t e r ) .  The bulk  of t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  will be t aken  up wi th  
members correspondence again as I have a coup le  of long  l e t t e r s  on 
hand which c o n t a i n  i n t e r e s t i n g  i r t format ion and obse rva t ions .  

I have had f u r t h e r  correspondence w i t h  Greg Howell about  Scaevola 
s p p  and Greg has o f f e r e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  Group and write scme a r t i c l e s  
f o r  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r .  I t  w i l l  be ve ry  u s e f u l  t o  have p r o f e s s i o n a l  
b o t a n i c a l  e x p e r t i s e  w i t h i n  t h e  Group as it is  something we have 
been n e g l e c t i n g  ( a t  l e a s t  I have - I dont  l i k e  showing my 
ignorance ! )  and I do f e e l  it is now t ime  f o r  t h e  Group t o  be 
c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on specimens of known provenance. Relying on p l a n t s  
o b t a i n e d  from n u r s e r i e s  and gardens  is f r a u g h t  wi th  problems a s  
c r o s s - f e r t i l i z a t i o n  is  always a dange r ,  c r e a t i n g  u n n a t u r a l  hybr ids  
and making t h e  t a s k  of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  even more d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  it 
should  be. Greg has a g a i n  o f f e r e d  us material f o r  p ropaga t ion  and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  however t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  is  always how t o  handle t h i s  
m a t e r i a l  and who shou ld  grow it on f o r  t h e  Group. Is any member 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  unde r t ak ing  t h i s  t a s k  as h i s / h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  
Group? I t  has f a l l e n  t o  m e  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  however I am g e t t i n g  t h e  
d i s t i n c t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  it i s  a  f u l l t i m e  p r o j e c t  and w i l l  r a p i d l y  
e rode  m y  c a p a c i t y  t o  g e t  involved i n  t h e  a c t u a l  growing and 
c o l l e c t i n g  of s p e c i e s .  One could  a rgue  t h a t  t h i s  is n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  a bad t h i n g  however I a l s o  have t h e  nas ty  h a b i t  of 
being a  l i t t l e  l a z y  when it comes t o  a c t u a l l y  d i s t r i b u t i n g  m a t e r i a l  
which t e n d s  t o  d e f e a t  the purpose of t h e  exercise. A V i c t o r i a n  
member would have t h e  advantage of more d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  wi th  Greg 
( t h a t ' s  a h i n t ! ) .  

Ta lk ing  of d i s t r i b u t i o n  of propagating m a t e r i a l ,  I haven ' t  r e a l l y  
f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  some members have o u t s t a n d i n g  r e q u e s t s  u n f u l f i l l e d ;  
The l a c k  of r a i n  and t h e  seemingly never-ending h igh  tempera tures  
have n o t  been conducive e i t h e r  t o  obtaining good s u p p l i e s  of 
m a t e r i a l  o r  t o  sending  it through  t h e  pos t .  The s i t u a t i o n  has 
improved a  l i t t l e  over  t h e  p a s t  few weeks s o  t h a t  I f e e l  I can now 
s t a r t  d i s p a t c h i n g  aga in .  I would probably  d i s p a t c h  on a  f r i d a y  f o r  



d e l i v e r y  on t h e  fo l lowing  monday. I t h i n k  a phone c a l l  from t h o s e  
d e s i r o u s  of m a t e r i a l  is t h e  b e s t  way of o r g a n i z i n g  i t .  I t  wouldn't  
need t o  be a long  ca l l .  J u s t  an  i n d i c a t i o n '  of any p a r t i c u l a r  
s p e c i e s  you would l i k e  and when you would be a v a i l a b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  
it. My phone number is (02) 481-9406. Probably thu r sday  evening 
is t h e  b e s t  chance of c a t c h i n g  me a t  t h e  moment as I am involved  i n  
a Technica l  Col lege  c o u r s e  a t  p r e s e n t .  

I have made mod i f i ca t ions  t o  my water ing  system s o  t h e  my p l a s t i c  
i g l o o s  a l s o  now r e c e i v e  r e g u l a r  wate r ing  i f  I a m  a b s e n t  f o r  
extended pe r iods .  Now a l l  I have t o  worry about  is  t h e  excess  
water  b i l l .  

F i r s t l y  a f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t .  C u r r e n t l y  we a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  
s o l v e n t  w i th  $ 138.83 i n  t h e  bank and few major expenses  looming. 

Balance a t  30/6/90 $ 200. 19 

S u b s c r i p t i o n s  and dona t ions  
I n t e r e s t  
T o t a l  income 

Newsletters 
Watering system 
Excess w a t e r  
Postage 
F I D  
T o t a l  expend i tu re  

Balance a t  30/6/91 $ 135.83 

I gave a t a l k  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  Coast  group of t h e  NSW SGAP and 
t o  t h e  Canberra Region i n  February and have i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  t a l k  t o  
The Blue Mountains Group and t o  t h e  NSW Region meeting i n  November. 
The l a t t e r  w i l l  be a  combined meeting wi th  t h e  l e a d e r  of t h e  Palm 
s t u d y  groups and is p a r t  of a p o l i c y  by t h e  NSW Region t o  promote 
s t u d y  groups more widely  w i t h i n  t h e  S o c i e t y .  

Members h ip  

A s  I mentioned i n  t h e  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r  monies f o r  nex t  year  
w i l l  f a l l  due i n  J u l y .  The membership f e e  f o r  t h i s  yea r  w i l l  be $5 
and I hope you can p e r c e i v e  va lue  i n  t h a t .  A major expense t h i s  
yea r  w i l l  be i n  p o t t i n g  mix. a s  t h e r e  a r e  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  number of 
p l a n t s  i n  need of r e - p o t t i n g  and e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a s  specimen p l&nt s -  



Act ive  members i n  t h e  g roup  a r e  

Canbe r r a  
Geoff C l a r k e ,  26 Henry S t ,  Cook, ACT, 2614 

N e w  S o u t h  Wales 
J o n a t h a n  L i d b e t t e r ,  29 George S t ,  Pennant  H i l l s ,  2120 
P h i l i p  S t r o n g ,  6  J e t t y  Ave, Charmhaven, 2263 

Queens l a n d  
Klaus Q u e r e n g a s s e r ,  P. 0.  Box 73 ,  S t  Luc i a ,  4067 
J a n  Sked,  P. 0 .  Box 41,  Lawton, 4501 
Leon S t e i n h a r d t ,  Lo t  56 ,  L e u r e t t e  Rd, M/S 231, L a i d l e y ,  4341 

S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a  
I d a  J ackson ,  7 Cen tenary  Ave, Kingsco te ,  Kangaroo Is, 5223 
Gary Leske ,  18 Leonard Ave, P o r t  P i r i e ,  5540 

Victoria 
P e t e r  Aldridge, 66 Ogilvie  S t ,  Essendon,  3040 
Joan Carr, 2 South Maddingley Rd, Bacchus Marsh, 3340 
Joan Hales, McDonalds R d ,  Glen A l v i e ,  3979 
R i t a  Luff, 95 Seebeck Rd, Rowvi l l e ,  3178 
Dr M. McDowall, 1 0  Russell S t ,  B u l l e e n ,  3105 
Bruce Schroder, 17 Jubilee Rd, Montrose,  3765 
Barbara Tillotson, 16 Potter S t ,  Black Rock, 3193 

Wes Lern Australia 
Hazel  Dempster ,  GPO Box W2040, P e r t h  6001 
Mary S q u i r e ,  Box 23 ,  Mukinbudie, W .  A. 6479 

I would like to welcome Mary Squire t o  the group.  A s  you can  s e e  
above Mary l i v e s  in Western Australia and w e  have been s e v e r e l y  
under represented i n  t h a t  s l a t e  i n  the past. Mary + f a m i l y  have a 
block of land (a farm) which includes a t r e e  and w i ld f l ower  
n u r s e r y .  

Another new member i s  Geoff C l a r k e ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
Canberra Region. Geoff' wife Gayn is t h e  c u r r e n t  l e a d e r  of  t h e  
Calytrix Study Group so  the whole f a m i l y  is invo lved  i n  n a t i v e  
plants and has been fo r  many y e a r s .  I s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  C la rke s  when 
I visited Canberra and thoroughly en joyed  t h e i r  ga rden  and t h e i r  
considerable knowledge. They gave me a f o r m  of Scae . . vola 
which is d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from the form I rece ived  recently 
from Jeanette C l o s s  i n  Tasmania (which is a bit of a headache!). 
I have i n c l u d e d  some articles f r o m  the Canberra newsletter on 
Goodeniaceae with  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r ,  one of whcih was w r i t t e n  by 
Gwyn. 

Now t o  co r r e spondence .  I r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  a n  update  from Gary 
Leske i n  P o r t  P i r i e .  H e  a p p a r e n t l y  has  dec ided  t o  mulch h i s  
r o c k e r y  a r e a s  extensively w i t h  ye l low q u a r t z  pebb les .  Th i s  is i n  
l i n e  w i t h  c u r r e n t  thinking f o r  a l a r g e  number of d ry l and  s p e c i e s  
and h i s  c o n d i t i o n s  do a p p e a r  t o  be d r y l a n d .  Below a r e  comments on 
h i s  ga rden  p l a n t s .  



Rarnsiera alata Now i n  p a r t  shade w i t h  a  -us c a e s d  overhead.  
Growing s lowly  and provided a  r ea sonab le  f l ower ing  d i s p l a y  l a s t  
Spr ing .  

h ~ & a  d i v e r d l j a  Had d i ed  back c o n s i d e r a b l y  t o  t h e  p o i n t  
where I removed t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n t .  Lots  of sucke r s  p rov id ing  new 
growth. F e e l  I may have been overwater ing  i t .  

Damviera lavanUacp.% Gave a  b e a u t i f u l  d i s p l a y  i n  Spr ing .  New 
growth has appeared w i t h i n  a  45 c m  r a d i u s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n t  ( I  
assume t h i s  is from s u c k e r s ) .  Looks ex t remely  h e a l t h y  and f i t t i n g  . 
wel l  i n t o  a  c o r n e r  of t h e  rockery.  

lera t e t r a E o ~  Alive  bu t  t i p s  of s t e m s  a l l  have d i e d  o f f .  
Only gave a  mediocre d i s p l a y  of f l ower s .  

odeni 7 ova t a  Some d i e  back bu t  as it has l a y e r e d  i n  a number of 
s p o t s ,  I removed t h e  o l d  p l a n t  and t h e  new growth is  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  
grow r a p i d l y .  

la SDD Genera l ly  having no t r o u b l e  i n  keeping t h e s e  
a l i v e  b u t  t h e y  are j u s t  about  a l l  c h l o r y t i c  d c s p i t e  a d d i t i o n s  of 
i r o n .  I a m  t r y i n g  t o  e n r i c h  t h e  s o i l  w i t h  o rgan ic  m a t t e r  t o  h e l p  
overcome t h i s  problem. I pruned most i n  Oct/Nov and they have a l l  
made r a p i d  growth. 

It. b i loba,  The 2 p l a n t s  i n  loam g r a v e l  on c l a y  both gave a n i c e  
f lcr ra l  d i s p l a y  and t h e n  had a b u r s t  of growth a f t e r  f l ower ing .  
They a r e  now abou t  3 0  cm d iameter  each  and would be s u p e r b  excep t  
f o r  yel lowing of growing t i p s .  

One p l a n t  i n  sand was removed, mainly because of i t s  poor 
c h l o r y t i c  appearance.  

L .  e x ~ a n s a  Gave a n  average f l o r a l  d i s p l a y .  Sucker ing  growth 
everywhere around t h e  p l a n t  and t h e  o n l y  s p e c i e s  which i s  n o t  
c h l o r y t i c .  

LJ. F J  orib& Removed because of poor c h l o r y t i c  appearance.  

J r .  l a r l c ~ u a ,  . . Both p l a n t s  s t i l l  growing wel l  a l t h o u g h  some 
yel lowing.  Flowering s p a r s e .  

L , m o s a  (orange and p r o s t r a t e )  A l l  p l a n t s  s t i l l  a l i v e  and 
f lowered wel l  l a s t  s ea son  bu t  showing ye l lowish  new growth. Those 
i n  sand seem t o  be b e t t e r  t h a n  t h o s e  i n  g r a v e l .  

. . h ~ v o l a  h w n l . ~ ~  ( p r e v i o u s l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  S .  ae-) G o  o  d  
f l ower ing  and no problems exper ienced .  Only s p a r s e l y  watered 
du r ing  a  long h o t  and d r y  Summer. Has s e l f - s eeded  wi th  about  6 
sma l l  p l a n t s  growing w i t h i n  a 45  cm r a d i u s  i n  c l a y .  - Did n o t  f lower  bu t  has made l o t s  of growth. Now 
about  6 0  c r n  x 6 0  cm. Healthy.  



S. t h - l n t d s  . . Good flowering d i s p l a y  i n  Spring b u t  I w a s  forced t o  
remove these as they were too big  f o r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  I had o r i g i n a l l y  
placed them i n .  

G -  s ~ ~ A I C L ~  Plan ted  under s h a d e c l o t h  i n  c l a y  (wel l -dra ined)  i n  
November. Growing w e l l  w i t h  cont inuous  f l ower ing .  

A s  I mentioned above,  t h i s  l a s t  Summer has been a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  
c o n t r a s t  w i th  t h e  prev ious  3 ve ry  wet y e a r s .  Most species i n  m y  
garden  have been s t r e s s e d  b u t  su rv ived  a l b e i t  a t  times i n  fairly 
poor c o n d i t i o n .  Spec i e s  which appeared to survive well i nc lude  
Goodmja visc-. G =  v a r h  forms, D a m B i e r a d w ,  L 

(some forms b e t t e r  t h a n  o t h e r s  i. e. the f i n e  leaf form and 
t h e  form s o l d  as D. c-, D. tetr- ( the  pink and b lue  form 
b u t  n o t  t h e  f i n e  leaf, dwarf f o r m )  , k a e v o l a  aUi& (white and pink  
forms) and an unnamed s p e c i e s  a p p a r e n t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  S. dkida ,  L 

(medium leaf form which is  s e e d i n g  a l l  through m y  garden and 
the Kangaroo Is form) , and S .  sz, af F. ramossl ss.tm. . . 

Some time ago 1 received some correspondence from Peter Aldridge.  
H e  had some interesting commnts  on Goodeniceae and an update on 
his garden plants. T h i s  letter was written i n  September last  year  
so t h e  L i m e s  have to be adjusted. 

e r a  a I ob ta ined  a p l a n t  about  2 months ago. I t  has 
f l ower  buds a t  t h e  moment (September).  
D. divers! f& I r e c e n t l y  ob ta ined  a  couple  of p l a n t s ,  one of 
which I have i n  a hanging b a s k e t .  
D. Lineqx3.s O f  t h e  t h r e e  forms t h a t  I r e p o r t e d  on l a s t  t ime ,  
namely t h e  f i n e  l eaved ,  whi t i sh- leaved  and "D.  cunea ta t '  forms,  I 
o n l y  have t h e  l a t t e r  two s u r v i v i n g  i n  t h e  ground. 

The whi t i sh- leaved  form i s  growing w e l l  and j u s t  s t a r t i n g  t o  
f l o w e r ,  though it s t i l l  looks  a  b i t  p l a i n .  When it  has f i n i s h e d  
f lower ing  I w i l l  g i v e  it a  f a i r l y  hard pruning.  

The t h i r d  form t a k e s  ages  t o  s t r i k e  from c u t t i n g s  f o r  me. The 
c u t t i n g s  t h a t  I r e p o r t e d  a s  hav ing  s t r u c k  l a s t  year  ( 2  s t r u c k )  a r e  
s t i l l  t i n y  t h i n g s  i n  t u b e s .  There a r e  s t i l l  a  number of c u t t i n g s  
from t h e  o r i g i n a l  ba t ch  which h a v e n ' t  s t r u c k  y e t .  
. ~ u r p u r e a  I ob ta ined  a p l a n t  abou t  a  month ago (August) which 
has f lower  buds now. ( E d i t o r :  There a r e  a number of forms of t h i s  
s p e c i e s  and t h e r e  is  no i n d i c a t i o n  of where t h i s  one came.) 
D. t r i ~ o n a  My p l a n t  i n  a  p o t  is j u s t  about  t o  f lower .  Las t  
t ime I v i s i t e d  Kuranga n a t i v e  n u r s e r y  i n  Ringwood they  were s e l l i n g  
a  p l a n t  l a b e l l e d  a s  Q. t r i x o n a  "dwarf".  ( E d i t o r :  There is  such  a 
form a l though  I have l o s t  it f o r  t h e  moment). 

I a l s o  have a sma l l  l eaved  s p e c i e s  which was l a b e l l e d  as IZ_ 
c i h x C & ~  ( P e t e r  i n d i c a t e d  he d i d n ' t  know a  s p e c i e s  of t h i s  name and 
n e i t h e r  do I . )  and ano the r  u n i d e n t i f i e d  s p e c i e s  which could be L 
c o r o n a t a  ( E d i t o r :  I t  i s n ' t  g e t t i n g  e a s i e r  is i t ?  P e t e r  made a 

' " .  guess  a t  B. r-ia var dvsanl.Lhia f o r  t h e  f i r s t  one and he 



may very wel l  be r i g h t ) .  Both s p e c i e s  have f lower  buds now 
(September) , and t h e  l a t t e r  p l a n t  t ends  t o  s u f f e r  from c h l o r o s i s .  
P e t e r  has a l s o  ob ta ined  p l a n t s  of B, lindlevi and D A ,  
propagated by Rodger E l l i o t t .  

Goodenia b e l l i d i f o l i a  I have s m a l l  p l a n t s  growing i n  a  number of 
p l aces  i n  my garden.  One p l a n t  f lowered a few months ago and has 
j u s t  had ano the r  l o n e  f l ower  a  few weeks ago; it is  sucker ing .  
G .  mni- This  p l a n t  never r e a l l y  grew we l l ;  r e c e n t l y  it 
s lowly  d i e d  back and t h e n  dropped dead. 
G. l a n a t a  This  i s  growing i n  a p o t  i n  a  shady s p o t  and i n  t h e  
ga rden ,  a l s o  i n  t h e  shade.  The p o t t e d  p l a n t  has grown w e l l  bu t  n o t  
f lowered much. The garden  p l a n t  i s  very  s p i n d l y  and i s  a lmost  
i n v i s i b a l t  amongst o t h e r  p l a n t s .  The problem may be t h a t  t h e  s p o t  
is f a i r l y  d ry .  

I have a p l a n t  which was o r i g i n a l l y  c o l l a c t e d  n e a r  
Orbos t ,  I b e l i e v e .  Propagates  from c u t t i n g s  wi thout  d i f f i c u l t y .  

deracea var a l ~ s s t r b  I t  appears  t h a t  t h e  p l a n t  I bought 
l a b e l l e d  as a i s  probably L h e k z a c e a  var  alpest.ris. 
Whatever t h e  name, it is  s p r e a d i n g  v igo rous ly  amongst o t h e r  p l a n t s ,  
sending  o u t  long  branches .  I d o n ' t  c o n s i d e r  it a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
d e c o r a t i v c  s p e c i e s ,  though t h e  l e a f  shape is  i n t e r e s t i n g .  (Ed i to r :  
s e e  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  a t t a c h e d  r e p r i n t e d  from t h e  Canberra 
n e w s l e t t e r .  ) 
G. v j s c i d a  Growing w e l l  and sucke r ing  i n  a  d r y ,  shady s p o t .  

Tlechenad&h I haven ' t  had a l o t  of l u c k  wi th  t h i s  genus. I have 
l o s t  L.  he- and one p l a n t  of J formosa orange form. None 
of t h e  o t h e r  p l a n t s  are what I would c a l l  f l o u r i s h i n g .  I s t i l l  
have I;. forrnosa orange  and p r o s t r a t e  r e d  forms,  1,. b i l o b a  . . , L 
larlclna, and J-. A l l  of t h e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  growth of L 
s-a has d i e d  back,  l e a v i n g  o n l y  what suckered  a f t e r  p l a n t i n g  
o u t .  Perhaps t h e  r o o t  system w a s  d i s t u r b e d  when p o t t e d  up i n  t h e  
nu r se ry  and t h e  s u c k e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  new r o o t s  were unaf fec ted  when 
t h e  rest of t h e  p l a n t  d i e d .  

S ~ a ~ v o m  I l o s t  t h e  sc rambl ing  form when I t r i e d  t o  
t r a n s p l a n t  it, b u t  I have a couple  of p l a n t s  of "Diamond Head" 
s t i l l  su rv iv ing .  
5. rarnossissjma I have one s u r v i v i n g  p l a n t  which i s  growing 
s lowly  and looks  h e a l t h y .  Another p l a n t  which was p l an t ed  o u t  a t  
about  t h e  same t i m e  and w a s  s u c k e r i n g ,  has d i e d .  I t  was i n  a  p l a c e  
shaded from r a i n  by my house where it probably d r i e d  ou t .  

A t  a r e c e n t  K e i l o r  P l a i n s  meet ing,  Trevor  Blake gave a t a l k  on 
a  t r i p  he made t o  t h rough  Gippsland and t h e  sou the rn  NSW c o a s t .  
One of t h e  s p e c i e s  he showed w a s  of a  whi te  f lowered form of t h i s  
s p e c i e s .  He d i d  n o t  c o l l e c t  i t ,  though he says  t h a t  he could f i n d  
it aga in .  
S .  s t r i a t a  One p l a n t  i n  a d r y ,  shady p l a c e  seems wel l  e s t a b l i s h e d .  
I t  is no t  l u s h  b u t  i s  sucke r ing .  I t  has a c t u a l l y  d i ed  o u t  from t h e  
o r i g i n a l  p l ace .  I a l s o  have s m a l l  p l a n t s  s c a t t e r e d  about. i n  
va r ious  p a r t s  of t h e  garden.  
U u v e  Cl- rs"  A f t e r  dying back a b i t  l a s t  year  it has grown 
back t o  about  2 0  c m  a c r o s s .  The l e a v e s  a r e  q u i t e  sma l l  compared t o  



t h o s e  of o t h e r  p l a n t s  t h a t  I have seen .  I am t o l d  t h a t  t h o s e  
p l a n t s  were growing i n  more shade  t h a n  my p l a n t  g e t s .  

I have a l s o  r e c e i v e d  some correspondence from Joan Hales who 
appears  t o  be one of o u r  more get-up-and go members. Joan dec ided  
t o  s e e  Lake Eyre w i t h  wate r  i n  it l a s t  October.  I t hough t  Study 
Group members would l i k e  t o  hea r  about  t h e  t r i p  and also  some 
obse rva t ions  J o a n  has made abou t  he r  garden  s i t u a t i o n .  

" W e  w e n t ' t o  MUloorina Station and camped t h e r e  f o r  two n i g h t s .  I 
was s u r p r i s e d  and d e l i g h t e d  a t  the  camping a r e a .  Having been 
th rough  Maree t h e  y e a r  before and having some i d e a  of what t h e  
coun t ry  up t h e  B i r d s v i l l e  Track was like it w a s  a  very  pleai iant  
s u r p r i s e  t o  f i n d  s m a l l  trees and shrubs a t  t h e  camping area s e t  
a s i d e  bes ide  t h e  Frome Creek wate rho le .  We even managed t o  have a 
"shower" a s  t h e  bore  water from t h e  homestead runs  down towards t h e  
Frome and g e t s  c o o l e r  as it goes .  J u s t  a f t e r  s u n s e t  we d i sappeared  
i n t o  t h e  s c r u b  n e a r  where t h e  w a t e r  w a s  about  t h e  r i g h t  t empera ture  
and whi le  one of us s r t i p p e d  and soaped t h e  o t h e r  c o l l e c t e d  t h e  
buckets  of water ( t h e  s t o r y  g e t s  c l e a n e r  from h e r e )  

Lake Eyre iself I found a l i t t l e  d i s a p p o i n t i n g .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  why 
b u t  I felt it was j u s t  l i k e  c l imb ing  t h e  s a n d h i l l s  h e r e  a t  our  
"backbeach" except that there  were no waves, Perhaps I would have 
beeri more impressed i f  I had k n o ~ n  the lake without  water. We a l s o  
went o u t  t h e r e  f i r s t  thing i n  the morning and it was r a t h e r  cloudy.  
L a t e r  i n  t h e  day it became lovely and sunny b u t  by t h e n  t h e  t r a f f i c  
going o u t  t o  t h e  l a k e  and back made it seem l i k e  a major highway. 
Growing o u t  on the s a n d h i l l s  a t  t h e  l a k e  i t s e l f  I found what I 
t h i n k  i s  a Scaev04a and boden_ijh. I photgraphed bo th  and have 
inc luded  them w i t h  t h e  s l i d e s .  I a l s o  took a specimen of each  t o  
help w i t h  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  They were b o t h  a t t r a c t i v e  p l a n t s .  The 
Scaevola p a r t i c u l a r l y  seemed t o  v a r y  i n  c o l o u r  from creamy yellow 
t o  one t h a t  seemed o v e r l a i d  w i t h  purp le .  

Back a t  t h e  campsite f o r  the a f t e r n o o n  I went wandering i n  t h e  
area. There I found a a g a i n  which I t h i n k  may be t h e  same 
as the one at the lake b u t  it; w a s  a s m a l l e r  p l a n t  and ano the r  
Scaevola type  which was a ve ry  n e a t  bushy p l a n t  bu t  n o t  s o  
f l o r i f e r o u s  a l t h o u g h  perhaps  it w a s  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  i t s  f lower ing  
season. I have also t a k e n  photos  of them and a  specimen i s  
enclosed. After consulting t h e  books I have,  I decided t h a t  t h e  
I;_o w a s  pprbably -. I grew a piece f r o m  t h e  
hamestead and it was f i n e  u n t i l  I decided t o  take it o u t  of my 
greenhouse and p l a n t  it i n  t h e  ground. I t  started d e t e r i o r a t i n g  
and f i n a l l y  d i e d .  What i n t e r e s t e d  m e  was t h a t  while it was i n  t h e  
greenhouse under a p l a s t i c  c o r f l u t e  roof  (and wa l l s )  it was f i n e  
a l t hough  I found it seemed t o  need wate r ing .  I t  d i d  n o t  seem t o  
a p p r e c i a t e  d r y i n g  o u t  a t  a l l  and a  couple  of t imes  I thought  I was 
going t o  l o s e  it s o  I dec ided  t o  p l a n t  it o u t  i n  a n o r t h e r l y  f a c i n g  
p o s i t i o n  i n  f u l l  sun  i n  a  r a i s e d  bed wi th  g rey  c l a y  loam with  some 
g r a v e l .  I watered it r e g u l a r l y  because it was very d r y  ( 3  mm i n  



January)  and it had seemed t o  r e q u i r e  water  i n  t h e  greenhouse and 
it was newly p l an t ed .  

From t h e r e  w e  wnet t o  Arkaroola  where 1 found one w r ; 2  t h e n  on 
t o  Wilpsna Pound where I found  a n o t h e r  up the  track on Mount Olssen 
Bagge bu t  it was g e t t i n g  late i n  the afternoon by then.  Photos a r e  
enc losed .  

Back home a g a i n  some of my garden  plants were beginning t o  f l ower  
and some of them were t o  p u t  on a fine display. k j e r a  hederaceg 
p u t s  on a g r e a t  d i s p l a y  and  is i n  flower again now (October 1 9 9 0 ) .  
I t  is a t  the o t h e r  end of t h e  narrow bed i n  f r o n t  of the house 
where I p l an t ed  the Goodend. A c a n d y t u f t  f l ower s  a t  t h e  same t ime 
and they  make a lovely combination.  

I n  t h e  cooresponding bed on the o the r  s i d e  of t h e  front door I had 
p l a n t e d  a w r a  Purwurea at each end.  One lasted a f e w  months 
b e f o r e  it tu rned  up its toes and t h e  other is doing the  s a m e  t h i n g  : 
now n e a r l y  12 months l a t e r .  Perhaps f overwatered t h e  first one. 
I t  may j u s t  droop i n  t h e  h o t  weather as a natural reaction b u t  I 
would water it t h i n k i n g  it w a s  t o o  dry .  Perhaps it would j u s t  
r e f e r  a s h a d i e r  p o s i t i o n .  

In  t h e  middle of the s a m e  bed I p l a n t e d  an  unknown Ssaevok .  I t  is . . probably  5. ~ 1 o b U e r a  but could be 5.  nit^& which is what I . 
originally thought  it was from a p i c t u r e  i n  one of my books b u t  ' 

looking a t  it now I think the leaves are n o t  as s e r r a t e d  and I have 
other seedlings coming up which look t he  s a m e  and are L 
a l n b u L i f  Whatever it is it has t o  be one of t h e  seeds I 
planted but didn't come up  so Iused  t h e  mix f o r  something e l s e .  
Twelve months later up comes a s e e d l i n g  which i s  c l e a r l y  one from 
a prev ious  planting. I t  was planted o u t  and a f e u  weeks ago the 
f i r s t  f l o w e r s  opened. Suddenly last week, literally overnight the 
p l a n t  begab t o  d e p a r t  from this life. All the lower leaves began 
t o  d r y  up and go yellow a l t h o u g h  the flowers are s t i l l  opening. 
Two days ago1 t o o k  some of t h e  healthiest looking end shoots which 
a r e  n o t  flowering and placed t h e m  i n  water with a view t o  planting 
them as cuttings. Within a couple of hours they were looking up 
and I w i l l  plany them t h i s  afternoon. The plant had reached a s i z e  
of 2 feet high by 3 feet spread i n  j u s t  over  12 months. 

zera 1- has grown and i s  f lower ing .  I have 2 d i f f e r e n t  
co lours .  One was bought  as D. cuneata. I t  i s  a l o v e l y  shade of 
blue without  the purple overtones. The o r i g i n a l  p l a n t  i s  now dead 
stalks but t h e  p l a n t  has suckered  and t h e  l a r g e r  p i ece  i s  
flowering. The o r i g i n a l  piece w a s  blown and t w i s t e d  by t h e  wind. 
The other  D. 1- is  f lower ing  but is  g e t t i n g  crowded o u t  by 

a Y I also have & w j . e r , a  r o s m a r i n i f o l i a  which i s  no t  
startling but nevertheless growing r ea sonab ly  and sending  up some 
strong new shoots f r o m  t h e  base. I t  is be ing  overshadowered by 
E $ m e l s E l  which is about t o  l e a v e  us  a l s o .  

+. 

A t  t h e  SGAP s a l e  on 2 1 s t  Oct I bought a p l a n t  named 
r .  Can ' t  f i n d  i t  i n  any book of mine and it looks l i k e  



~ f n &  to me. Also bought Qarnp-a a long  
with Lechenaul-t;ia hicsu3a, L . m a ,  L. b j  l o h a  ( l i g h t  blue) and 
r-a 1-cd and orange. The L. SLID& is already t u r n i n g  up 
i ts toes and  I have o n l y  had it about  1 0  days. A l l  I've done is 
s i t  it o u t  the  f r o n t ,  s t i l l  i n  i t s  p o t ,  b u t  I must a d m i t t h a t  I ' m  
no t  s u r e  i t  wasn' t  on its way o u t  when I bought i t .  I have taken 
some t i p  growths and placed them i n  water  and t h e y  seem t o  have 
f i rmed up so I s h a l l  p l a n t  them t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  

When it comes t o  rlp.che- I have l o s t  q u i t e  a  few. Over t h e  
winter all t h e  &. fcrrrnnsg plants  I had planted  o u t  passed away 
except f o r  a small  t i p  cutting (J, .  " ~ r o s t r a ~ d " )  which has been 
overgrown by other plants. B a c k  i n  A p r i l  I took  cuttings and t h e y  
a r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e i r  p o t s  i n  t h e  greenhouse.  I have j u s t  p lan ted  o u t  
an  orange form i n  a  more s h e l t e r e d  p o s i t i o n  t o  see i f  t h a t  works. 

L. bil.&a is  ano the r  q u e s t i o n .  P r e v i o u s l y  I have p l an t ed  o u t  and 
10s-L a number of them. L a s t  summer I saw m y  p o t t e d  p l a n t  w i l t i n g  
a g a i n  on a h o t  day s o  I took  it out t o  my greenhouse.  I t  rev ived .  
There it remained t o  be  watered d a i l y  wi th  my o r c h i d s  i n  an  
atmosphere which can be f a i r l y  humid a t  t imes .  No problems. I 
took  c u t t i n g s  i n  A p r i l  and used a  hormone powder w i t h  on e l o t  and 
none wi th  t h e  o t h e r .  If a n y t h i n g  t h e  hormone powder appearcd t o  
r e t a r d  t h e  r o o t i n g  s l i g h t l y .  A cmuple of months ago as the plant 
w a s  coming i n t o  bud I dec ided  t o  move the pot out i n t o  the garden 
s t i l l  in its pot but to put it among other  plants .  It is.flowering 
w e l l  however w e  have had 3 days in succession with t h e  temperature . 
aver 30 and it does not l i k e  it. I feel that w e  Easterners  have 
been sorneuhat brainwashed about MA. I w a s  under t h e  impress ion 
that w e  have d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  many western plants  because they come 
from "dry" WA and here in t h e  East it is too w e t .  Perhaps Sydney 
and Brisbane are BUT Perth has a higher  r a i n f a l l  than Melbourne, 
Adelaide, Hobart and Canberra. I have enclosed a chart. Certainly 
Melbourne's r a i n  is more evenly spread but  even then the char t  
gives the impression that Melbourne has " w e t "  summers when it 
doesnt . 
Secondly,  m y  husband and I were i n  WA i n  1988. I was most 
s u r p r i s e d  t o  find L. biloba growing a long  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  road up 
i n  t h e  h i l l s  behind Perth.  These h i l l s  can have annua l  r a i n f a l l  a s  
h igh  a s  50  inches per  year. Here w a s  a plant  that I had thought 
grew i n  d r y  i n l a n d  a r e a s  w i t h  probably  around 15 inches  per year. 
Chances are it i s n ' t  as h o t  i n  t h e  h i l l s  either. The only other 
thought  I have had is  t o  wonder whether some plants such as L, 
U o b a  canno t  tolerate t h e i r  b l a c k  plastic pots getting very h o t  
when the weather is  h o t .  

During t h e  l a s t  week of March t h i s  (1990) my daughte r  and I went on 
a  t r i p  t o  t h e  s o u t h  c o a s t  of NSW. I c o l l e c t e d  c u t t i n g s  of -a 
caknduZacea and S .  rams iss+ma which has been s o  s u c c e s s f u l .  I 
have two pieces t h a t  have survived b u t  the  l a s t  t ime  I looked they  
d i d  n o t  have r o o t s  although one is sending  o u t  new growth. 

A couple  of weeks ago I bought a k a e v o f a  a l b a .  I t  needs water .  



I p l a n t e d  it i n t o  t h e  garden  b u t  it d ied .  I went t o  d i g  it o u t  and 
p l a n t  it somewhere else and d i scove red  it was sending  up shoo t s  
from t h e  r o o t s  s o  I s a lvaged  a p i e c e  and p l a n t e d  it i n  a po t  i n  my 
greenhouse where it i s  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  t o  f l ower .  I a l s o  bought a 
Goodenia o v a t a  "Green Cape" form. I t  grows w e l l  b u t  must be kep t  
w e l l  watered. If it d r i e s  o u t  a t  a l l  it w i l l  l o s e  a l l  i t s  lower 
l eaves .  I t  i s  a p r o s t r a t e  form and grows w e l l  i n  a hanging baske t  
i f  you are c a r e f u l .  I have n o t  p l a n t e d  it o u t  b u t  c u t t i n g s  s t r i k e  
e a s i l y .  

Happy gardening  

Dennis Margan 



plants, you cannot go past the Goodeniaceae. Picture those carpets of 

; ochers), desperate to grow them. 
.-1 j " .  IS>- - 

IT-,. ; Many of them have their home in W.A. and therefore may nor be easy to grow in Lhe 
"- 

a -  .. m stairs. h e  of the eastern species also have problems, but are we discovraged? 
; ~ o l  ~ o !  NO! After all, you cp. grow them in pots if (hey don't like Carib's heavy 
day, ayou can put up wllh them dying -Just mat tbem like annuals. Some people do. 
: Mcoong J ~ u  growing &em in pots wasn't good enough for ua. The W l e u g e  of 

I I ~ < . .  
j $?:-: : m g  tbem growing in the garden had to be accepted, so over she years many of these 
!:" !.. i m g  p h t s  have found their way inro our garden. Gemally, they are very easy to >&lt. * .  
&,: . j . v  h n  cuttings, so you can keep up a ready supply to replace those that have died, 1. . 

save mmey info tbe bargrin. V you forget or don't get round to it, you'll be very 
i$. #- . u your favolrrite nuncry. 

' In spite ofthe pesrimism in the initial paragraphs an baw glcokded hi gowing a 
hnba d p h t s  lmm these geam. When they gmw well they are suprb gardm 
I P b 4 C d J . B  local Goodenia hederaceu is a very good example. In &bush this is ohtn 

qukaanallplant withafewgoldcn flowm. G i v e i t g a r d e n c o n d i t i m ~ i t w I U ~  
io mw m e a  in two or three years, with a lmg flowering priod (Nov - May) and 
a, wtctioas to local soil. A close local relation, Vel~ciup~tadom will probably &just 
.t somxdul. Its yellow flowers are held ahve  the plant on f l o w a g  spikes. It is 
cattinly long flowering in a pot, and suckers well. 

Other Goodenis we have tried include G. varia, G. macmillanii, G. l ama ,  G. 
kUidIfolia, and G. ovata G. varia, as its name implies, bas many forms. n c  one we 
bangro~ngisasmaII:pIantf20emx20cm). lubrightgmnfoIiagcconmts weUwIth 
tbFyeUowflowrs. Again it is long flowering, and i sabut  ten w o l d .  G. macmillanii 
is apink-flowering, prostrate plmt which spreads by suckering. 11 is only found in two 
rtver W e y s  in rhe Snowy Mountdms area. We have only k e n  able to keep f t  alive for 
a sbon h e  in the garden, but have it growing well in pots. I believe that j t Ml do better 
in bcavier soil on a southerly site instead of ibc warm welldrained sandy soil and 
oortherly aspect we provided so we will try again. G. lanafois still happy in its pot after 
thrte years, G. bcllidifdlia died. G. ovafa is yet to prove itself. 
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SGAP (Canberra Region Inc.) 

Goodenia hederacea Sm. 
var. alpestris Krause 

GeoH Butler 

Famlly: Goodeniaceae. 
Derivation: Goodcnia - after Rev. S. 

~ o o d e n ~ ~ g h  (1743-18n) W ~ O  worlced 
on sedges and seaweed; Treasurer of 
the Linnaean k i e t y .  

hederacea - after the genus Hederu (ivy). 
alpestris - from high elevations. 

Common Name: Ivy Goodenia. 

Varieties and Forms: Tbe genus Goodenia is currently under revision and Goodenia 
hederacea may be affected by the creation of more subspecies. G. hederacea var. 
alpcstrir is, however, very distinct fmm the variety hedcracea The mahi 
distinguishing featuns areik growth habit; obovate to orbicular(r0unde.d) leaves; 
and glossy leaves compared to the slightly glaucous laves of var. kderrrcco. 

Flowers: About 2 cm in diameter h d  yellowto orange-yellow in colour. The flowers 
can be from one to three in the leaf axils, but are more commonly solitary in this 
variety. The main flowering period is from November to March, but some flowers 
can be found over most of the year. 

Growth Habit: Aperennial herb with a thickenedrootstock. Very compact andself 
layers from the prostrate stems. 

Height: Prostrate. 

Width: From 200 to 300 mm.. 

Natural Distribution: Semi-shaded but more often open situations at high eleva- 
tions (see map) in NSW and Victorian highlands. 

Habitat: Woodlands consisting mainly of Snow Gum, also more open sites. 
Climatic Tolerance: Tolerates severe frosts and can also experience snow cover 

at times. Withstands prolonged spells by dying back to the rootstock and re- 
shooting when the weather is suitable. 

Propagation: Easy to grow from softish tip cuttings. Self layers can be removed 
to start new plants. Always select material from better flowered forms. 

Additional Comments: This plant has a great deal of potential for horticulture in 
domestic situations but is not often used. It likes acid soils, but may be difficult 
to establish on natural soils in Canberra. It responds well when grown in &cia1 
soil media. Recommended for rock gardens, improved soil beds, hanging baskets 
and DOIS. Always ensure h e  maximum sunlight hours oer day are received. 

1 



Scaevolas provide some excellent ground covers as well as s m I 1  bushy herbaceous 
shrubs. S. humilis suckers well, has bright green foliageand is smothered in smd1 bIue 
flowers for many montbs. It is a superb plan4 often outperforming and outliving those 
more sbowy~selatives which at fmt we my prefer. S. albida is a small arcbing s h b  
- 30cm x Hkm. Flowers m y  k blue, white or pink and provide a great s m e r  and 
a u m  &ow. It isveryMy, growing wellin thelmIsoil asweIlassandyraised kds. 
We have not had great success with S. aemuh, but we should probably try again as it 
is a very h u t i f u l  ground aver. Lf y w  have a house at the coast yon should certainly 
grow it there. It is nor d e W  by salt or strong winds, S. rfriara is the other member 
of this genus in our garden. This is a W.A. pIant with large mauve flowers in spring. It 
sucken readily, and while it has not corer& a large area, it has made a niche for itself 
in a raised rockery bed. As it has been there five years I think it has done well. 

Dampietas arenot well represeakd. butl). diversiJolia from W.A. hasdonev&well 
in a shady raised M and also in an easterly site with early morning sun onIy, hpmved 
l a  soil, and overhead shade from a very latge E m a c ~ h r r ~ .  D. ptrrpnrca is alx, doing 
well under the same eucalypt and gets very littIe sun. ZXlis member of h e  genus could 
be considered almost a I d  8s It &rows at Bungonla Gorge. D. stdctu i s  dohg we11 In 
a p o ~  bus as yet no success in the garden. Maybe we &ouId tty it under the same tree. 

The genus that has ghen us most mobleis Leschemltia and it's notjust the spelling 
- though that's bad enough, In spring 1981 we were privileged to visit South Western 
W.A. I saon found our why we b e  suchprob1ems. Good drainage means gravel abut 
lOcms thick over a culvert There, in that most iahospttable of sites, was the most 
magaif~cenr prostrate L biluba. Geoff has the slide to prove iL L f o m s a  made a red 
carpet in flat country nm the SlirLhg Ranges It looked Iikt it m l d  be a lmg in winter 
and baked earth in summer. Many of t6is genera grow in sandy ateas of low minfall, 
and most of the rain comes in winter. WeIl, I don't think 1'U report our faiIms - too 
many. L f o m s a  'orange' has proved to be the hardjest m e m k  of the genus in our 
garden. We planted it in a bed on the northerly side of th hwse w h m  it receives no 
summer rain. It flowers bithfully from May to November and has attempted to sucker, 
but Kennedia prosrrata has hindered it. However, it's now six or even years old and 
if it died tomormw I'd still think we've had our money's wwth, and I'd certalnIy be 
replacing it. 

Let some memkrs of the Goodenlacme find their way into your garden. T&~'IE give 
lots of pleasum and most of them are just what you w m  looking for fortbat little spot 
in the mkery, or for that mf 1 space &at needs covering. Rememkr, they're not dl 
difficult to grow, 

There are two members of the Gcmdeniaceae growing. in tbe Wamboin area - 
Goodenia hederacea and Velleiaparadoxa. Goodenia hederacea is a small plant with 
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smgglystnnr arisinglmm a f u f t o r r o ~ t k o f d s r k ~ ,  spalhulatc andslighlly mrdd 
l~ves.~isspeciesus~Iygrowsmongst~~~rinleaf~itterun&r~andspwts 
at least a few of its bright yellow flowers during a31 but fie winter months. It makes a 
hardy garden plant and will form a loose mat after a while. It does best in dappled shade. 

Goodenia hederacea vat. alpeslris found in mountain areas mund the region (it 
grows dong the roadside at Piccadilly Circus). This plant bas almost round, nolched 
leaves, shiny on theupper surface, and gold-yellow flowers. Its habit of rodink teadil y 
at ncdes in contact with the soil means Lhat it can form a quite densemat under garden 
conditions. 

Velleiaparadoxa has several bright yellow flowers on each of several 10-15 cm stalks 
arising from a rosette of soft p n  spathulate leaves. mere are three or fow g d  
patches of this plant growing along the Sutton Road on almost bare clay slopes dong 
the madside. 

1 have two Goodmias growing in thegarden. One, Goodenfavario, is a semi-prostrate 
xrambliag little plan t I t bas rather leathery, shiny, almost Ianoeolate leavesand slender 
yellow flowers. New growth is sticky. Jt has a wide n a W  dislribulion - NSW through 
Victoria to South Australia - growing rnostty in redsands in semi-arid regions (this one 
came from a cu t Ling taken beyond B a k d d  on theme Muago road]. It bas $een frost- 
hardy to date, The ober, Goodenfa macmilianii, is unusual in a genus with mostly 
yellow' flowers - its flowers are pink, quite large (2-2.5 an) and have a fmgmit 
somewhat Iemony scent. Leaves are Iobed and toothed. This one is doing well in heavy 
soil behind aretaining wall in full sun. Its natural habitat is in the valleys of the Snowy 
and McAlister Rivers in Victoria. 

The only olhm member of the Goodeniaccac in my garden is Dampiera divemoiia. 
I had one 'growing' in my previous garden in Queankyan -in actual fact, it stayed the 
same size that it had been when purchased for something like five years. It flowered 
sporadically, but obviously didn't cate for heavy clay soils, It is, after all, a Westem 
AusWian species. When J was planting the mkery ao tbe front of the house bere at 
Warnbin, I decided logive thisplant another go. As it haddoneso poorly forme kfm, 
it was allotted onlya small pocket at the base of themkery, It s t m d  gmwingas soon 
as its roots touched soil (this is really a misnomer - the rockery consists of loamy clay, 
shaleand other rockand has che consistency of concrele when dry) .Tbisplant had a n  
outgrown its allotted space, anand is now creeping amss its neighburs. It flowers 
prolifically, and, at the height of itsflowering, you can't see the leaves for itsbright blue 
flowers. Although the soil it's growing in is unpromising, the slope gives it g d  
drainage. It also faces north-wesc, so that even in winter it is a warn! comer although 
itisopen tofrosts w h i c h ~ k q u i t e h e a v y  here. Thisspeclesmay h a  bitchmyabout 
whereit willgrow, but if you can persuade irto flourish in yourgarden the carpet of bIue 
flowers is a great reward. 

* + + 




