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GO \'lEST YOqNG MAN cont Ie'. 

PETE H OLDE 

IN 'I'HE LAST NEWSLETTEr;: we left our intrepid grevillea seeking family on the 
way t o Monkey Mia. The story continues . • . 

Further North (from the River) the rich sanclplain flora turns into more 
cpen heavy-soil plains fille.] with an even greater variety of Eremophilas. Plants we re 
coming into flower over a wider range by now and transfGrming the countryside into a 
botanical wonder. The cnly new Grevillea in this stretch was G. stenostachya which is 
not widely known or collected. It reaches a height o f abcut l--;\etre with divided leaves 
and white cylindrical cone-shaped inflorescences. 

Denham is 100 kms from the Highway but it seemed like three days drive by the time 
we arrived at Monkey Mia. From the children's point o f view, this was the highlight of 
thE: trip. An iso lated piece of country where wild dolphins come t o Le hand-fed every 
day. It is surprising how exciting this can be when one o f these magnificent creatures 
nuzzles against your leg. 

Shell Beach just nearby was another fascinating place. 
Le..:ln deposited here for unknown reasons forming a dazzling 
1 km long and reputedly over 10kms ceep . 

Small white shells have 
white beach of pure shell 

t>1y reason for visiting this area apart from dophins was to phutograph the beautiful 
G. rogersoniana and G. gordoniana. Both of these specie s occur inland on the red s::mdy 
soils, the former having flowe ring branches of ree. cylindrical flowers, the 
latter small heads o f yellow and red fl owers on erec·t waving branches. Although qui 

t o locate , I eventually d.id locate specimens of these species as well as 
,; . stenobotrya and the wioespread eriostachya ssp. e riostachya. Amidst these plants 
were magnificent spe cimens of Banksia ashl::y2:. and a me morable pink Calytrix, s::.:...superba. 

KALBAR11I 

We only allowed 3 days i n this magnificent area which was n :::; t sufficient !Jy any 
means. However, we succeeded in finding all the Grevilleas f o r which we were searching . 
The whole area is l ow sand heath scrub with most veget a tion barely reaching 0.5 metres. 
Scattered throu9hout we re a f ew areas where t a ller vegetation dominated , !Jut Easterners 
might imagine it t o be f orestecl. In fact th!ere a re no trees as such t o speak of. t'olost 
areas are dominated hy occasional tall specimens of Nuytsia or Grevillea or Xanthorrea. 
G. stenomera near Kalbarri t ownship uccurs cnly oVer a very small area but it is a truly 
stunning plant with divided grey leaves and nanging clusters o f pink flowers. On 
previous occasions we have f ound this · species extremely difficult t o propagate and it 
is no t known in cultivation despite a hybrid p lant masqueradin9 under the same name. It 
grows in coastal sandy s oils with argyrcphylla, leuccpteris and 
0.-:_ thelemanniana ssp . pinaster. This latter specie s in Kalbarri has a beautiful 
s reen f oliage and makes an outstand ing specimen in the wild. . It contrasts markedly 

th the mo re open, erect and larger plants o f this subspecies further s outh around 
c:;rthampton. It grows ri9ht in Kalbarri t ownship alon<]sir'le trachytheca with its 

crc:amy-white candlelike terminal heads of flowers in yellow sand . 

]further inland on lateritic sands we l ocated the prolific-flowering p lants of 
G. leptopoda. Previously thought to be G. teretifolia, this newly-described species 
f e rms low spreadin'J shrub s t o 1 m. and puts on a dazzling show of white flowers. Around 
hawkshRad Lookout another new species is f ound which is r e l ated t o intricata, 
'.:;. leucoclada. This is another white flowered species with broad divided leaves whose 

lobes arequite stiff. Nearby, stands of G. petrophiloides ssp. petrophiloi..:1es 
cuulu be seen standing ']uard ever the l a t eritic cliff t ops cverlooking the f.'lurchison River! 
G. annulifera with its magnificent he.:J.ds Qf ..cre.aIIJ¥-=Whi±'8- _cy'; n c'r; cal inflorescences 
ageing pink seemed t o be confine,_: to inland sandhe a th only in specific habitat. It was 
c. ifficult t o t e ll "lPat the c:elimiting environmental factur was in its distribution but 
whatever it is could be the key t o its successful cultivation. 

While you may have gained the impression that the only p lants of interest were 
Grevilleas,you would be quite wrong. To describe the whole j ourney in detail would 
fill four books. However , my most memorable Grevillea in Kalbarri would have to be 
G. leucopteris. One track was linec both sides by: this brilliant species with its red 
buds waving in the ubiqui t c·us wind and the e ffe ct it made was stunning. This species 
is r enowned for its malevolent perfume exudec at night t o a ttract pollinators, p robably 
nig!1t flying moths . Regrettably the perfume; is so f oeti:} that plants used in lnndscapinq 
::l rounJ Perth and other townships Nor th ar-e having t o be r emove;:: due to complaints from 
residents. 
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In Kalbarri, we met with l ocal enthusiasts [.on and Parbara Dellairs on the 
outskirts of town where they run Kalflora an are3 o f 40 acres c1evelooed with walkinCJ 
trails among the coastal heath. Plants are namecl to ade: interest and if you visit 
they will show you their herbarium o f specimens. 

hOv-JATHARIlA : 

• Healling south once a'Jain ';",e trave ller:': inland t owards Yuna, passing stands o f 
G. candelabroide~. hrounc Howatharra, there is an interesting remnant granite flora in 
an area which has by and larr;8 been cleared . One enterprising chap has established his 
own Natu:r:e f(eserve and protects it with threatening signs about what will be done to 
trespassers. To him we .3.11 owe a l1cbt of thanks as the flo ra here was most interesting 
and beautiful. A small romnant of G. bracteosa has been protected and it was thought 
to be ..the only g,rea l~~t in_which thisspeciesstill survived. Certainly it is the only 
on8 containing the large-flowerec:- form o f the spccfes: -"Tl"ie - acEual plants ar-e e-n- thc 
farm next door in a small fencecl-off area at the edge of a sheep paddock. They luck s e 
p athetic among the weec1s and the tumbledown fence, a mere 10 specimens or s o, one can 
only wonder Cit their eventual fate. Towards Nanson we found a distinctive form of 
G .. paniculat~ too with fine leaf-lobes as well as many other forms. 

One interesting f eature of this area was the "erupting mud". Along the roa(: betwooli 
between HO\vatharra and tho Highway you notice a sign informing yo u of its presence. 
\>Jhen we got out of the car r we ceuld ne t find anything worthy o f comment. Eventually, 
almcls': resigned t o the fact that it wasn' t thc~ re, we':' noticed a pile of soil dumped 
beside the road assumeuly for usc in r oad wo rks. Further investigation revealed that 
this was it. The mud was in' fact ,)\)zing eVE.r SCi shlly from the ,]roUl1('l beneath and 
f o:t"rcd.ng itself into a roadside heap. 

GEW'.LCII'ON TO PERTH: 

The c ountry bet\veen Geraldton and P8rth alJounds in Grevillea. Along the coastal 
limestone sands there arc a number o f fascinating species an,:! f o rms which lovers of the 
genus should attempt t c introCluce t o cultivation. On more inland scmdy heaths around 
Enneabba we found a number of new species. Further inlilnd still is f o tl..'1d another group 
of plants. 

ENEABBA: 

i\round Eneabba where the beautiful Lechenaul tia hirsuta grows we spent several days 
searching the \vonderful read verges and National Park;- in the area. Again the 
vegEttation is nClt much over waist tigh throughout. Occasional stands of Banksia 
c10minilte the low heath which grows en shallow white sand ever beds of lateritic gravel 
anc:~ l cam . The heath al::;o und s in diversity uf genera and s pec i es - Isc)poqnn, Petrophile, 
Dampiora and. Vertico rdia. Anigc zanthos hurnilis and ~ manglesii_ are fmnd here as well 
as tho l::ihck paw, Macropidia fuli<;in osa ancl the red winter bells o f Blancoa canescens. 

It was at the back n f IvlcQueen's that I discovered G. makinsonii with the assistm~ 
Clf instructions frem Hessell & Do t Saunders who had l ecatee': it on an earlier trip .. I -
feund it only in one l ocatiun althouCJh o thers could exist. It is a l ow shrub with 
.:~ist.inctive grey glisteniI1<; leaves and erect j)anicles ()f cylindrical flower heads in 
white. It resembles the flOWers o f G. integrifolia in many ways. It was very excitinq 
tc locate it even th.JuCJh it was g r c wins around -; di~turbed. gravel p it site. Set amon',:st 
fl.)wering verticordia .:md Dampicra it was a stunninq site. 

Further s outh whrc the laterite was very close t n the' surface, we foun(~ rlants c;f 
G. rudis. This is an unusual Grevillea which has proved difficult t obring int(J 
'cu'l tivati6n s o far. It has wedge -shaped hairy leaves ,:md flowers ':In leafless flowori:n~; 
vranchlets in lcng creamy cone-shaped heads. It is extremely l ong-flow::cing with many 
plants in flower uver six mc;nths. 

Other common Grevilleas in this area were G. candelabroides, G. integrifolia ssp. 
shuttleworthiap.a and G. polyL)trya . [,round Arrinc there is anothe;;-new s pecies, G---:-
murex. Plants are known t c occur from only ene locatic,n on heavily laterised s c il and. 
are growing in associaticn with G. petrophi l c i L1es ssl-'. Fetrophilo ides. A.cting on gooo 
informati.on, I l ocated this slJeclc-s at nightfall growing besic1e the -rcall. It has tiny 
L1ivide(1 leaves and resembles in its flu",ers the healls c f G. crithmifolia. Flowers are 
ct greeni sh -whi te cc;l our. 


