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In Kalbarri, we met with local enthusiasts Don and Darbara Bellairs on the
outskirts of town where they run Kalflora an area of 40 acres developed with walking
trails amcng the coastal heath. Plants are named to add interest and if you visit
they will show you their herbarium of specimens.

HOWATHARRA :

-« Heading south conce again we travelled inland towards Yuna, passing stands of
G. candelabroides. Around Howatharra, there is an interesting remnant granite flora in
an area which has by and large been cleared. One enterprising chap has established his
cwn Nature Reserve and protects it with threatening signs about what will be done to
trespassers. To him we all owe a debt of thanks as the flora here was most interesting
and beautiful. A small remnant of G. bracteosa has been protected and it was thought
to.be the only area:left in which this s species st11] surv1ved Certainly it is the only
one containing the larce flowered form of the species. The actual plants are on—the—
farm next dcor in a small fenced-off area at the edge of a sheep paddock. They lock so
pathetic among the weeds and the tumbledown fence, a mere 10 specimens or so, cne can
only wender at their eventual fate. Towards Nanson we found a distinctive form of
G. paniculata too with fine leaf-lobes as well as many other forms.

One interesting feature of this area was the "erupting mud". Alcong the road hetweei
between Howatharra and thce Highway you notice a sign informing you of its presence.
When we got out of the car, we cculd not find anything worthy of comment. Eventually,
almost resigned to the fact that it wasn't there, we noticed a pile of soil dumped
beside the road assumedly for use in road works. Further investigation revealed that
this was it. The mud was in' fact cozing ever sou slwly from the ground beneath and
forming itself into a roadside heap. )

GERALDI'ON TO PERTH:

The country between Geraldton and Perth abounds in Grevillea. Along the coastal
limestone sands there are a number of fascinating species and forms which lovers of the
genus should attempt to introduce to cultivation. On more inland sandy heaths around
Enneabba we ‘found a number of new species. Further inland still is found another group
of plants. )

ENEABDA 3

Around Eneabba where the beautiful Lechenaultia hirsuta grows we spent several days
searching the wonderful road verges and National Parks in the arca. Again the
vegétation is not much over waist high throcughout. Occasional stands of Banksia
dominate the low heath which grows on shallow white sand cver beds of lateritic gravel
and lcam. The heath akounds in diversity of genera and species - Iscpogon, Petrophile,
Campiera and Verticordia. BAnigczanthos humilis and A. manglesii are Hund here as well
as the Hack paw, Macropidia fuligincsa and the red winter bells of Blancoa canescens.
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It was at the back of McQueen's that I discovered G. makinsonii with the assista
of instructicns from Hessell & Dot Saunders who had located it on an earlier trapai T
found it only in one location although others could exist. It is a low shrub with
Jistinctive grey glistening leaves and erect panicles of cylindrical flower heads in
white. It resembles the flowers of G. integrifolia in many ways. It was very exciting
te locate it even though it was grcwing arocund a disturbed gravel pit site. Set amcngst
flowering Verticordia and Dampiera it was a stunning site.
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Further south wh re the laterite was very close to the surface, we found plants of
G. rudis. This is an unusual Grevillea which has proved difficult tobring into
‘cultivation so far. It has wedge-shaped hairy leaves and flowers on leafless flowering
vranchlets in long creamy cone-shaped heads. It is extremely long-flowecing with many
plants in flower over six months.

ARRING

Other common Grevilleas in this area were G. candelabroides, G. integrifolia ssp.
shuttleworthiana and G. polykotrya. Around Arrinc there is ancther new species, G.
murex. Plants are known to occur from only cne location on heavily laterised scil and
are growing in associaticn with G. petrophilcides ssp. petrophiloides. Acting on good
information, I located this species at nightfall growing beside the road. It has tiny
divided leaves and resembles in its flcwers the heads of G. crithmifolia. Flowers are
a greenish-white colour. s




