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[ŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 
Welcome to the October 2016 edition of the Eremophila Study Group Newsletter. 

Close to this time last year, we were hearing about the fires that had swept through 

Pinery in South Australia.  A year has now passed and we will catch up with what has 

been happening there. 

Thanks to the SG members Joan Hubbard, Russell Wait, Norma Boschen, Mary 

Squire, Christine Strachan, Phil James, Jan Hall, Charles Farrugia, Jan Glazebrook, 

Hans Griesser, Dave Bishop, Bob Blake, Don Lill, John Nevin, Sue Oldfield, Laylee 

Purchase, Bev Rice, Ian Tranter, Bernie Shanahan and John Upsher. All of whom 

responded to the E. viscida survey or provided other comments ï we have 35 

responses from these people, a great data source, and which I have attempted to draw 

into a summary article in this Newsletter.  

The big news, however, is that we are going ahead with an ESG gathering, in South 

Australia , in September 2017.  An expression of interest form is attached for those 

of you without access to email ï the remainder of you can you please respond to the 

survey poll that is being issued with this Newsletter ï see pages 23 and 24.  You are 

asked to respond to this an online survey so we can build up a mail list for the event 

and identify some key interests to help with planning. For our planning, it is important 

that you indicate interest as soon as possible. 

 

Lyndal Thorburn  

Leader and Newsletter Editor,  

Eremophila Study Group                             

²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘȅ DǊƻǳǇ 

Study Group website  

Further improvements have been made to the ESG website. Our wonderful Brian 

Walters has created an online form for inquiries and the Study Group application form 

can now be downloaded from that site (http://anpsa.org.au/eremophilaSG/index.html).  

This is part of attempts by Australian Native Plant Society of (Australia) (ANPSA ï 

our parent body) to make it easier to find out information on study groups and make 

contact with Study Group leaders. 

Some of you may have noted that there is information on our site about propagation, 

but this has not been updated for some time (e.g. the article on seed germination is 

dated from 1996!).  Membersô contributions are invited to update this section, please 

email the Study Group leader with suggestions and references.   

Photos for the siteôs photo page (http://anpsa.org.au/erem4.html) are also welcome ï 

these need to be high resolution (at least 1MB, preferably more), with good focus and 

taken in strong daylight.  Photographersô names will be added to the list at the end of 

the photos page and credits provided in the same way as is done currently. 

New members 

Welcome to new member Glenda Datson (Vic). 

http://anpsa.org.au/eremophilaSG/index.html
http://anpsa.org.au/erem4.html
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New Victorian Group 

A Victorian sub-group of the ESG has sprung into being, courtesy of Sue and David 

Oldfield, who live out near Bendigo. In Sueôs words:  

ñWe have been in Maldon, near Bendigo, just over 5 years and I have been 

madly planting in the 2 acre "pony paddock" (deep ripped) and a 2.5 acre 

garden in a different climate to our previous property in Rockbank, so it's 

another learning experience.ò   

The Victorian group had their first meeting in September 2016 (see report page 19). 

An email was sent in June to all online members of the ESG resident in Victoria, to 

get permission to provide your email addresses to Sue and David.  If you didnôt 

respond to that original email and now want to be kept informed, if you live outside 

Victoria and this is the first you have heard of this, or if you are a Victorian postal 

member and hence didnôt know about it either, please contact the Study Group Leader 

to ask that your details be passed on to Sue and David. 

Study Group Archives 

Ken Warnes has delivered several boxes of Study Group archives to Canberra. These 

are being sifted! It is likely that clean hard copies of the newsletters will be donated to 

the library of the Australian National Botanic Gardens (ANBG).  The previous Study 

Group leader, Colin Jennings, also started a dried/pressed species collection and the 

relevance of this to ongoing study will also be discussed with the ANBG. 

The collection includes a box of Nescofilm (used for grafting).  This was previously 

sold to members for $2 per metre plus $2 postage ï and is again available!!  Despite 

the long time in storage it seems to have retained its flexibility.  If you would like a 

metre or two please email the Study Group leader.  Payments can be made to the 

Study Group bank account by bank transfer or cheque (see back page for details). 

YŜŜǇƛƴƎ /ǳǘǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
Members were asked previously about how they keep cuttings fresh when bringing 

them back from collecting trips (under the necessary permits of course) or when 

posting. 

Russell Wait reports using green ñFresh and Crispò vegetable bags to keep cutting 

alive for up to 4 weeks.  The bags used to come in 3 different sizes but now there is 

only the medium size available.  They are manufactured by ICD Pty Ltd 16 Yazaki 

Way Carrum Downs Vic and you can buy them direct in packs of six from their site 

ICDonline ï www.icdonline.com.au) 

Russell also uses multiple layers of newspaper to keep cuttings fresh. He gives each 

sheet 2 or 3 sprays with an atomizer spray bottle (filled with water) and then wraps 

one lot of cuttings and then another one and then another one so there is paper 

between each one. More lush cuttings need more water BUT it is better to be on the 

light side than too much, because of the risk of mould. Some species won't hold for 4 

weeks (e.g. E. miniata and E. pantonii) and others will hold for quite a bit longer.   

Several members have also reported rinsing cuttings in a weak solution of bleach 

every few days, to discourage fungus, while they are en route.   

Ken Warnes has commented separately on handling the sticky species such as E. 

subfloccosa ssp glandulosa and those from fraseri group after a few days in the post. 

http://www.icdonline.com.au/
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Some solvent (e.g. methylated spirits) and a bowl of warm water to constantly rinse 

the hands is essential.  

tƻǎǘ-tƛƴŜǊȅ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ 
Ken Warnes has also written to provide an update on recovery of his plantation from 

the Pinery fires which swept through in November 2015 (almost a year ago!). 

Ken Warnes 

7 June: Would you believe that around 100 seedlings have appeared where I once had 

a large E. subfloccosa ssp glandulosa. They certainly weren't there earlier because I 

had looked on many occasions. This would tie in with Carole Elliot's germination 

temperatures for E. glabra and the fact that it is a local plant, or was until the fire.  

Self-pollinated or all hybrids?  Only time will tell, I have 48 in pots and have clear 

weeded around a host more in the ground. I have one mature plant surviving and 

cuttings in from that plant. To date searches for volunteer seedlings on roadsides have 

proved unsuccessful but it's early days yet. 

29 June: The whole patch is disappearing under soursobs and marshmallows and I 

really am having a struggle to get motivated to clean it up. Days are short, cold and 

often wet. Just keeping the weeds off the seedlings still in situ is a huge task in itself 

and now that Winter is here the growth rates have slowed right down. Iôm not sure if I 

reported the mass germination of the local E. subfloccosa ssp glandulosa but I reckon 

at least 100 where I had a large cutting grown plant. I have 48 in tubes and the rest 

have been left. Only time will tell if they are self-pollinated or all hybrids. I also 

potted 24 E. glabra ssp chlorella and left a heap behind. These definitely only 

emerged only when the temperatures dropped to about those listed by Carole Elliot in 

her work on E. glabra (see article this Newsletter). 

I have wandered through the burnt scrub where the only remaining E. subfloccosa 

grew and while I can find no sign of the bush I have marked a seedling which looks 

very like the ones in my pots. It will be exciting and remarkable if it is the real deal, 

Iôd bet the rest of the world would have had trouble in spotting it. If thereôs one 

thereôs probably more but at cotyledons plus tiny first leaves theyôre not very big in 5 

acres. 

9 August: My regrowing E. rotundifolia was accidentally sprayed through a mass of 

weeds and it looks as if it wonôt make it. I have a second plant which missed the fire 

so all is not lost. 

E. warnesii down here is very hard to keep going in winter and from the host of 

seedlings I would think that very few are self-pollinated and are true to type. Long 

hairs are so indicative and the seedlings donôt have them. In fact, I wonder just how 

genetically different are the species in Section Hygrophanae and what we recognise as 

species are really only stabilised regional adaptations which now we have brought 

them all back together are very genetically compatible. That thought could stir up a 

hornetôs nest of controversy but how else do you explain whatôs happening here with 

all these seedlings. I have the advantage of seeing the plants, but you have to believe 

me when I say that almost no two are identical and none are exact replicas of the seed 

source. And thatôs speaking from observing seedlings from at least 10 species or 

variants which may be species in the future. Once again I can only quote Russell 

when he says ñOh dearò. 
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28 August: Today I finally finished planting out from my seasonôs accumulations.  

Some had been in pots far too long with severe root damage through rotting but at 

least they can start the next stage of life; about 200 and all replacements, no new areas 

and not all fire losses. Iôm pretty sure that a lot of species are not that long-lived in 

our relatively cold, wet conditions and termite attack doesnôt help. And thereôs some 

20 to 30 species looking tired that need replacing, mainly non-showy types that 

commercial businesses donôt want to know about. Itôs all becoming too hard but at 

least the block is again looking like someone cares. The new ones include my own 

propagation, seedlings from 2015, plants via Arid Lands and donations post fire, 

especially from Russell (Wait).  

My propagation unitôs sides are bulging, 4 boxes of grafts plus 57 plastic bags with 

either 3òx3ò pots or 6òx1ò tubes, most with multiple tenants.  Iôm relying on Triforine 

to prevent fungal outbreaks. Itôs all very primitive but Iôve never managed to set up a 

better system because I have always steered clear of anything approaching a 

commercial system. Six parcels have arrived from various inland sources with a lot of 

repeats of E. latrobei and E. platycalyx but numerous things of interest and probably 

some further hybrids.  

The 2016 seedlings have battled through winter and losses are mounting. Red-legged 

earth mites attack those in the ground despite dustings of insecticide and have killed 

many. The tribe of Section Hygrophanae seedlings have come through quite well but I 

increasingly think that pure species are very rare among them. My guess is that 

genetically they are all very close despite having developed different physical 

characters as their range has increased.  I would say that the suckering E. ovata is the 

only one that hasnôt joined the picnic, or should I say orgy. Time to call in a budding 

geneticist looking for a PhD subject.   

wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƴŜǿǎ 

Species new and missing 

Two new species of Eremophila have been described in the July 2016 issue of 

Nuytsia, the Journal of the Western Australian Herbarium, 1 July 2016 issue (Volume 

27 pp 211-216).  

Eremophila buirchellii is from Mount Augustus and is a shrub 1-2m high by 0.8-1.2m 

wide with grey leaves and pinkish-white flowers from June to August. It is confined 

to the Mount Augustus and Gascoyne regions. It is within Section Eriocalyx and is 

distinguished from E. forrestii in that its leaves are clustered at the ends of its 

branches and its unspotted corolla.  It is illustrated in A Field Guide to the 

Eremophilas of Western Australia (Brown and Buirchall), page 306 

Eremophila calcicola is a low compact shrub 0.25-0.8m high by 0.6-2m wide.  It has 

bright green leaves, green flowers from May to September.  It is in Section 

Stenochilus and it is distinguished from E. denticulata by its low, spreading habit, 

form E. glabra and green, rather than red or pink, flowers. It is illustrated in A Field 

Guide to the Eremophilas of Western Australia (Brown and Buirchall), page 312.  E. 

calcicola has been available in the nursery trade for some time as Eremophila 

Parmango Road and has also been sold mislabelled as a form of E. glabra.  
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Yet another 

undescribed 

species has 

emerged 

from 

Andrew 

Brown, from 

a 6-day trip 

to Kalbarri. 

The species 

was found 

north-east of 

Horrocks, 

WA and its 

photo is 

reproduced 

at right from 

Facebook.
1
 

And from Ian Tranter:  

In Nuytsia 27 (pages 139-164) Neil Gibson writes that an analysis of the Western 

Australian Herbarium collections has resulted in a list of 29 endemic taxa last 

collected between 1888 and 1965, and which are not currently on the Stateôs 

Presumed Extinct schedule.
2
  

Species that have been adequately searched for and for which there is no reasonable 

doubt that the last individual has died can be listed under the Wildlife Conservation 

Act 1950 as Presumed Extinct. This listing gives immediate Ministerial protection to 

these taxa if they are subsequently relocated in the wild, and is binding on both the 

public and the Crown. Three of these are subspecies of E. glabra and luckily each was 

photographed by Brown and Buirchell in their ñWA Eremophilasò book, so the 

authors hope for future collections and that they can be conserved in the wild. The 

three unnamed Eremophila spp. are apparently extant but with no recent collections. 

Eremophila glabra subsp. Morawa Prostrate habit; bright green leaves; yellow 

corolla. Most recent collection: 1945. While this species is only known from a single 

collection, Brown and Buirchell (2011) illustrate this taxon with recent photographs. 

Further collections would assist in determining its taxonomic and conservation status. 

Eremophila glabra subsp. Rason Lake Similar to typical subspecies but has a 

lower, bushier habit and green rather than grey leaves.  Most recent collection: 1956. 

Again, this is only known from a single collection, but Brown and Buirchell (2011) 

illustrate this taxon with recent photographs and a distribution map which indicates it 

extends along the Trans-Australian railway line. Their text indicates it occurs from 

Rawlinna north to Laverton. Further collections would assist in determining its 

taxonomic and conservation status. 

                                                 
1
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1280683535277875&set=pcb.1280685828610979&type=3

&theater  

2
 https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/science/nuytsia/787.pdf 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1280683535277875&set=pcb.1280685828610979&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1280683535277875&set=pcb.1280685828610979&type=3&theater
https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/science/nuytsia/787.pdf
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Eremophila sp. Murgoo Grey-green, soft felty leaves 40-70 mm long; light green 

hairy sepals 15-20 mm long 7-9  ˮmm wide, with mauve-purple or bluish corolla 30-35 

mm long; related to E. clarkei. Most recent collection: 1960.  Also only known from a 

single collection, but Brown and Buirchell (2011) illustrate this taxon with recent 

photographs. Their text and distribution map indicates it occurs between Murgoo and 

Yuin Stations. Further collections would assist in determining its taxonomic and 

conservation status.  

And finally a 

mystery! A member 

has sent this photo 

(right),  of an 

Eremophila found 

along the Stuart 

Highway in northern 

SA. Ken Warnes 

initially suggested it 

might be Eremophila 

pentaptera, even 

though this species is 

not known from this 

area (but has been 

found not far east of 

there). On further 

review, Ken reports that the flowers of his E. pentaptera are glabrous whereas those 

in the pic have conspicuous hairs. Bob Chinnockôs book (p. 404) says flowers of this 

species are glabrous and as Ken notes, ñBob was very particular about hairsò. The 

colour pic in Bobôs book shows E. pentaptera throat as white and unspotted but his 

line drawing shows spots. The find will be examined by Bob on his return from New 

Zealand we will report the results in the next Newsletter. 

Antibacterial properties of E. alternifolia  

An article in the Journal of Ethnopharmacology in June 2016, co-authored by ESG 

member Dr Hans Griesser, reports on the antibacterial properties of E. alternifolia.
3
 

This species is reported to have therapeutic properties as a traditional Aboriginal 

medicine. The recently published paper finds that four compounds isolated from a leaf 

extract are active against Gram Positive bacteria including methicillin-resistant 

Staphylococcus aureus. Two of these compounds, pinobanksin-3-cinnamate and a 

serrulatane diterpene are identified in Eremophila for the first time. 

Adelaide Advertiser on 19 September 2016 reported a new species of ñteddy bear 

beeò discovered in outback South Australia, near Roxby Downs, as part of the Bush 

Blitz initiatives.  An Australian native bee, the teddy bear bee uses ñbuzz pollinationò, 

which involves grabbing on to the flower and buzzing rapidly. The technique allows 

these bees to release pollen which is held firmly by the anthers. Such species are 

important for the pollination of native plants as well as vegetables like tomatoes. 

                                                 
3
 Biva, I, Ndi, C, Griesser, H and Semple, S (2016): Antibacterial Properties of Eremophila alternifolia 

- an Australian aboriginal traditional medicine plant, Jnl Ethnopharmacology 182: 1-6 
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Seed germination 

Ian Tranter has reported that the WA Herbarium had a post on their Facebook page 

(search for it on Facebook, filter for 29 September) saying that they had been 

germinating seed of the endangered E. virens to establish a population in a new 

location and had a 90% success (on GA3 agar). The herbarium staff use the scalpel 

blade like a wedge to force the seed open along natural fracture lines - the seed 

doesn't go all the way 

to the end of the fruit 

(see picture from the 

site, right). If you push 

down firmly 1mm or so 

from the end of the 

fruit with the tip of the 

scalpel blade it splits 

open easily (at least 

easily for this species) 

revealing the 

undamaged seed as can 

be seen in the picture. 

They get up to 4 seed 

per fruit for this 

species. 

Bees and Eremophila  

Dr Carole Elliottôs article on germination of Eremophila glabra ssp. glabra seed has 

appeared in Australian Plants Autumn 2016 28 (226): pp218-225 "Unlocking 

Germination secrets: A method for Eremophila glabra ssp glabra".  The article 

addresses the challenges caused by the physical barriers, chemical inhibitors created 

by the fruit and the requirements for temperature stratification. 

The germination experiment cracked the fruit longitudinally to overcome the physical 

barrier and tested chemical and temperature barriers with gibberellic acid, smoke 

water, and different incubation temperature regimes.  The findings showed that 

germination was 

most successful 

using gibberellic 

acid and day/ 

night 

temperature of 

25
0
/10

0 
C 

(62.5%).  The 

author then used 

this regime to 

germinate over 

51% of a 

collection of 

3,200 seeds for 

a PhD project. 
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CŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ - 9ǊŜƳƻǇƘƛƭŀ ǾƛǎŎƛŘŀ 
Eremophila viscida (common name Varnish Bush, due its shiny leaves) is found in 

Western Australia and is classified as rare and endangered. According to Russell 

Wait, who has collected E. viscida in the field, its prevalence since the late 1990s has 

reduced significantly, because it needs soil disturbance or a fire to get it growing.  

It is a shrub up from 2m to 6m tall with sticky, 

hairless branches and leaves up to 10c cm long. 

There are two colour forms of E. viscida, one 

with a cream corolla with dark purple spots and 

white to pale cream sepals (ñcream formò ï 

left, photo Bev Rice), and the second has a pink 

corolla with deeper pink spots and pink or 

cream sepals (ñpink formò ï below, photo Bev 

Rice). Members reported growing roughly 

equal numbers of the cream form and the pink 

form.  

E. viscida 

grows on its 

own roots or 

as a graft.  

Of the 21 E. 

viscida 

plants on 

which 

members 

reported, 12 

were on their 

own roots.  

Those 

growing as 

grafts were 

on 

Myoporum 

acuminatum 

(3), M. 

insulare (2), 

M. 

montanum (3), and M. platycarpum (1) with one on an unknown Myoporum stock. 

Nearly all the plants, on own roots or as grafts, were growing in the ground rather 

than in tubs. 

The species does seem able to live a long time in cultivation with two members 

reporting that their plants were 15 years old and a further 13 being between 5 and 10 

years old with half of these growing on their own roots rather than grafted (see table). 

Two members reported losing large established 10-year-old plants to severe winds, 

when they blew out of the ground.   
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 Age of oldest plant  

Rootstock  <5 yrs  5-10 yrs 10-15 yrs Total  

Growing on its own roots  2 7 1 10 

I have both grafted and cutting -grown plants 

 

1 

 

1 

On a graft 2 5 1 8 

Total 4 13 2 19 

 

Most members reported that plants flower for 1-2 months starting in early spring, but 

some reported their plants were flowering throughout most of spring/summer and 

noted the persistent calyces (pic below from Bev Rice).   

Members reported that that they either did not prune their plants or only tip pruned 

them ï plants donôt like being pruned hard.  

 

Aspect and soils 

The species, like many Eremophila, enjoys a sunny aspect with 60% growing in sites 

which receive sun all day, 25% in sites with sun for at least half the day, and the 

remainder in dappled shade. 

One third of the sites were north-facing, with 25% on flat land and 20% west facing. 

Over two thirds of the growing locations had 600mm rain p.a. or less ï but 7 members 

were growing this species in rainfalls of over 800mm p.a. (only one of these in a tub). 

The survey asked members to nominate their own soil type ï this has been roughly 

grouped with the surprising finding that 11 of the 20 plants in in some sort of clay or 

clay loam.   
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There was one report of ñdamping offò of young plants after heavy rain, but 

respondents mostly reported that damping off was not a problem and that plants 

responded well to rain with new growth. 

Plants were growing in frost regimes ranging from nil to 100 days per year but only 

one person reported some tip damage following frost.  

Most respondents who were enthusiastic about the species noted its vigorous growth, 

good foliage, good shape that can be kept by light pruning, prolific flowers and 

attractiveness to insects and birds ï the latter coming in for the insects rather than 

nectar. While some thought it would make a good hedge, others noted that it does best 

in full sun, needs a lot of air flow, that they had lost large established plants to wind 

damage and that it became leggy if not pruned. 

Pests and Propagation  

Few pests were reported ï one member reported her plant was chewed by something 

(kangaroo or bird) and another reported an attack by a rabbit (maybe more than one 

rabbit!). In relation to insect attacks there was one report of attack by a Lantana bug
4
 

and two by scale/mealy bugs. A couple of members also reported fungal attack if the 

plant was not growing in a well-ventilated site, or leaf curl affecting the lower leaves 

ï with suggestions the latter only affects the cream form.  

The fact that many members are growing this species on its own roots implies success 

with cuttings, however nine also reported that they had never successfully grown E. 

viscida from cuttings. Five members reported successfully using IBA 3000 or IBA 

4000 to strike cuttings of both blue and pink forms. 

Hybrids  

There are three hybrids known ï two of these have emerged in cultivation and one has 

been found in the wild.  

E. viscida x maculata was the first hybrid found and was grown by Frank Fitzpatrick 

at Walpeup and called "Walpy Glen". It has a steely blue flower with purple spots. 

There is another hybrid of the same two species called "Walpy Sean", similar and 

probably taller. Russell reports that he saw what he believed to be "Walpy Glen" 

growing at Walpeup in 2015 ñunder a Mallee tree with a lot of other plants and doing 

it hard and it didn't look to bad in flowerò.  Members reported that their oldest E. 

viscida x maculata hybrids were mostly 5 to 9 years old with one being 10 years old. 

The species strikes readily and hence all records were for plants growing on their own 

roots. It is frost hardy, does well in dry areas and responds to pruning.  

This hybrid is very vigorous and grows rapidly to a large bush. Russell Wait reports 

that his plant in the Victorian Mallee spread to 10m wide but rarely flowered so he 

pulled it out. He says ñThere is one person growing Walpy Glen down near me 

(Riddells Creek) and in poor stony soil and hers is only about 1.5 m x 1.5m and has 

been pruned a couple of time and it flowers quite well a couple of times a year. The 

plant also attracts moths when in flower, particularly at nightò Photos over of Walpy 

Glen bush at left, and close-up of flower at right, from Laylee Purchase.   

 

                                                 
4
 A type of treehopper, for those of us that donôt know it. See 

http://www.abc.net.au/gardening/stories/s929417.htm  

http://www.abc.net.au/gardening/stories/s929417.htm
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An E. viscida x E. bignoniiflora hybrid is sold as "Meringur Midnight". Grown by 

Ray Schilling, it is a big shrub or tree (6-8 or more metres high, according to Russell, 

who supplied the two photos immediately below) and it has deep purple corolla 

(close-ups below right from David Oldfield). When growing lushly it can hide the 

corolla that is in the shape of a narrow E. bignoniiflora.   

There is another 

form of this same 

hybrid that has 

pale cream corolla 

with purple spots, 

also from Ray 

Schilling (see 

photo over page 

from Russell); and 

one from Frank 

Fitzpatrick called 

Walpy Roy 

(illustrated over 

page).  

According to 

Laylee Purchase, 

Walpy Roy 

flowers later than 

other E. viscida 

hybrids. 
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Russell reports finding a third hybrid, 

with E. miniata, last year next to one 

plant of E. viscida. He describes it as ña 

youngish plant that was already 3.2 m 

high and 1.3 m wide, with vivid green 

leaves, a pinkish lilac corolla and darker 

spots with the cream sepals changing 

with age to pale lilac from the tips 

inwardsò (photos from Russell Wait)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E. viscida x bignoniiflora 

cream form 
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tǊǳƴƛƴƎ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
Some Eremophila species donôt like being pruned and may not shoot again if pruned 

below the lowest existing leaf. Ian Tranter, being brave, has vigorously pruned a 

potted E. maculata x glabra in Queanbeyan. This is a plant from Russell Wait, who 

has Berylôs Lipstick from the same cross but with an E. maculata ssp. brevifolia 

parent. Ian calls this hybrid Mallee Lipstick and it has a longer leaf than Berylôs 

Lipstick). Below is the plant when pruned in June and below right here it is again, 

shooting strongly, in October.  

! ōƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ 9ǊŜƳƻǇƘƛƭŀ ŎƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘƻǊƛƛ ƘȅōǊƛŘǎ 
I realised I had been remiss in the previous newsletter in not providing proper photos 

comparing E. christophorii to its hybrid with E. nivea. Tim Kolaczyk has come to the 

rescue with samples of the E. christophorii which I have laid out at left in the photo 

below with the other parent E. nivea on the right, and the hybrid in between, for 

comparison. The other photo lower right shows the leaves off each specimen, with the 

hybrid again in the middle. 
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CǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΥ 
Bill Handke, ACT: In June 2016 we were down at our place near Tathra (NSW), after 

not being able to get there for over 3 months. Unfortunately, in the intervening period, 

some of the Eremophilas down there have taken a beating with the dry conditions. I 

fear I have lost the E. arachnoides, E. brevis, E. pustulata, E. ionantha, E. dalyana, E. 

crassifolia, 3x E.  lachnocalyx, E. densifolia ssp pubiflora, E. clavata and E. 

scaberula, while the E. tetraptera, one of the E. recurva and E. pantonii are not 

looking good. A real shame. 

Ken Warnes, South Australia: Eremophila enata has been around for some time, I 

don't know who first brought it back. It is a variant in colour from the normal blue and 

we actually had the pink one for several years before we had the blue one. I'm not 

even sure I have the pink at present, I grew and planted out a number last year but in 

the ensuing fire chaos I'm not sure if there's any left. The chap who regularly sold it 

from rooted cuttings has lost his stock plant as well.  It would appear to be not long 

lived, in fact I'm coming to the conclusion that a large number of the smaller species 

only live a few years down South. It's certainly a very attractive small plant for 

rockeries, borders, pots etc. 

Bernie Shanahan lists a white E. punicea (photo above, from Bernie) which is one I 

don't know about. E. nivea gets away with it because of the lemon bud but E. 

rotundifolia didn't work for me. As an aside, if it's a pure white it would be a bit 

unusual. Without going all scientific, in general terms the red colouring factor 

(flavinoids) when weak or absent go to pale pinks or yellow whereas the cyanins, (or 

is it anthocyanins), or the blue factors go to white. When the blue varies as in the E. 

enata it is invariably a mauve as in E. clarkei and E. granitica, the pure pink of E. 

enata and some E. georgei is unusual. Bernie notes his white flowering E. punicea has 

a furry calyx and has yellow buds, which also show in the pic. 
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Charles Farrugia, NSW has sent in some photos from his garden, including E. 

cuneifolia Blue Beauty, below.  

Charlesôs other photos include, at right, a stunning photo of 

Rainbow Lorikeets attacking his Eremophila maculata and 

below a selection of E. psilocalyx (rear left), E. muelleriana 

(front left), E. nivea (rear, right) and white E christophorii. 

 

 

 






















