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[ŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 
Welcome to the May 2017 edition of the 

Eremophila Study Group Newsletter.  

We had almost 40 expressions of interest 

(accounting for a total of 59 people) in our 

ESG Gathering in South Australia in 

September 2017.  A second Event Newsletter 

and the close-to-final program were sent in 

March and April to those who registered 

interest, and this information is now included 

in this newsletter. 

Your organising team (me, Ken Warnes and 

Bev Rice) have been working hard scouting out 

venues and contacting speakers. Bookings are 

now open ï already 30 tickets have been sold 

out of a total of 60 (the maximum set by the 

venue capacity in Port Augusta). The event will 

include field visits on Friday (to wild areas 

north of Port Augusta) and Sunday (to Owen, 

and Ken Warneôs ñpatchò). Saturday morning 

will have formal presentations and Saturday 

afternoon will be spent at the Australian Arid 

Lands Botanic Garden on site and nursery 

tours. Our guest speaker Bevan Buirchell will 

present twice. A cuttings swap is also planned 

on Sunday. Read more on page 17.   

Great to see some significant articles in this 

Newsletter from members ï always welcome! 

My plan to scan the Eremophila specimens 

collected by your former leader Colin Jennings 

has come to nought ï as I reviewed the samples 

it was clear many were not in good condition, 

and the sticky tape and plastic used to hold 

them down reflected off the scanner light. So 

this collection has been binned, unfortunately. 

Word is also getting around about 

Eremophilas. I am speaking on the study 

group, the genus and its horticulture at the 

Maroondah group meeting on 16 June and at 

Menai Wildflower Group on 8 July ï check 

their websites for more info. 

 

Lyndal Thorburn 

Leader and Newsletter Editor,  

Eremophila Study Group                             

²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘȅ DǊƻǳǇ 

New members 

Apologies to Ros Walcott (ACT) and Peter 

Hall (SA), whose names I inadvertently left out 

of the new membersô list last newsletter. 

Welcome to new members Ali Ben Kahn (SA), 

David Copley (SA), Karlee Foster (NT), Dick 

Harding (Qld), Geoff Kenna (NT) Jaymee 

King (WA), Helen Lane (NSW), Chris Nayda 

(SA), Julie Owen (SA), Kevin Sparrow (Vic) 

and Keith Weeks (ACT).  

Leavings 

It is with sadness that we report the death of 

Tamara Cox, a long-term Study Group member 

and one of the founding members of the 

Sydney group, which has been meeting 

regularly since 2003. 

We were also sad to hear of the death of Arthur 

Pratt, of Adelaide. Arthur had been a member 

of the study group since 1990. 

Website 

The list of ñwhere to buyò Eremophila that was 

published in the last Newsletter is now up on 

the Eremophila Study Group website.   

I have also completed a summary of your 

Study Group leaders past and present (with 

photos!) ï it can be found at 

http://anpsa.org.au/eremophilaSG/ESG-

leaders.html (thanks to Brian Walters for the IT 

assistance). 

9ǊŜƳƻǇƘƛƭŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎ 
Ken Warnes has written a follow up article 

about the Pinery Fires in the February 2017 

edition of the Australian Plants Journal 

(available by subscription to society members).  

He speaks of discovering Swainsona prophylla, 

Angianthus and Nicotinia and E. glabra and 

discusses E. subfloccosa subsp. glandulosa.   

The Garden Design Study Group Newsletter 

Issue 97 has an article about using Eremophilas 

in garden design, by our new member Ros 

Walcott with photos by Ben Walcott. Ros 

reports that they have bought 423 Eremophilas 

of 167 varieties over the last few years, of 

http://anpsa.org.au/eremophilaSG/ESG-leaders.html
http://anpsa.org.au/eremophilaSG/ESG-leaders.html
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which two thirds have survived (most deaths 

due to frost, as she lives in Canberra). The 

article lists their experience with a number of 

these species. Full article available at: 

http://anpsa.org.au/design/97.pdf   

Native Plants Queensland issue March 2017 

has an article by Glenn Leiper entitled From 

Little Things Big Things Grow. This reports an 

excursion to the town of Lowood, west of 

Brisbane, where the local nursery owner Peter 

Bevan has created a garden, which includes 

Eremophilas, on vacant Council-owned land. 

This has now been ñopenedò by Council as a 

Rail Trail and its future seems assured. 

¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ tƛƴŜǊȅ CƛǊŜǎ 
Ken Warnes (April 2017) 

The majority of you may not know what has 

been happening around here since the Pinery 

Fire (November 2015). A friend and I have 

found E. subfloccosa ssp glandulosa in 5 burnt 

scrub areas including a plant in my own scrub.  

Cuttings taken from the most vigorous plant 

rooted in a few weeks. It was down to a single 

known plant pre fire; and they are only the 

plants we have found. There's now in excess of 

50 plants in total so what a result! Some of the 

E. subfloccosa ssp glandulosa seedlings are 

woolly: x ssp lanata at a guess. Some of the 

seedlings are below. 

 

As a bonus, a seedling E. subfloccosa ssp 

glandulosa dug up from a wild germination has 

developed significant variegation in the foliage 

(next column). I'm not sure if that is a positive, 

but in early April I potted it into a 150 mm pot 

to see how it develops. The surprise here is that 

it is one of 14 seedlings in a single lump of dirt 

dug up from where the last known natural plant 

was lost in the fire. They werenôt going to 

survive like that and there were a lot more 

coming up so I brought them home. The rest 

look perfectly normal and consistent. 

 

We have also now found 6 seedling E. glabra 

in our scrub, one of which appears to be a 

slight variation to the others. We have found E. 

glabra in some numbers in one of the other 

scrubs affected. 

One of the green E. glabra in the Patch has 

flowered ï itôs brown! Perhaps x ñAugusta 

Storm,ò which was nearby (green x purple = 

brown?). The leaf looks right. Another of the 

green E. glabra seedlings is shooting straight 

up with no sign of branching: x calorhabdos? 

Thereôs 45 in the box plus what are in the 

ground.  

The many seedlings potted up and ready to 

plant out continue to amaze with their 

variations, which must be from hybridisation 

on a large scale (below). 

 

As seedlings, some of the E. glabra in 

particular look like great foliage plants (over). 

Many are in bud and I await the flower colour 

with interest. Some of those from hybrid 

http://anpsa.org.au/design/97.pdf
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parents would appear to have a 3rd party 

involved this time. Exciting, but messy! 

 

The seedlings from my "Nullarbor Nymph" 

look very much as if a 3rd species is involved. 

Of the box of ~20 plants, about a third look 

true, half look as if E. weldii is involved, one 

clearly has E. ionantha present and one is a 

squat little plant with small, round, grey leaves 

that I can't even guess about (see below ï 

potential x weldii front right, potential x 

ionantha back centre, unknown parent front 

left, ñtrue typeò Nullabor Nymph back left).  

 

Both E. weldii and E. ionantha are related to E. 

parvifolia, which is presumed to have provided 

pollen for the initial Nullarbor Nymph hybrid; 

it would be in keeping with my observations 

that hybrids are more common within related 

groups. I'd love to be planting but the ground is 

rock hard and too dry to create the row where I 

plan to put all the 2016 hybrid swarms. 

The purported E. hughesii x WA E. acrida are 

also showing great variation left in situ (next 

column). Three have short leaves, no idea 

whatôs happened there, one is heading off 

along the ground and has purple flowers. That 

one almost certainly has E. prostrata in it, 

which would fit an emerging pattern with E. 

prostrata in the same group as WA E. acrida. 

 

Postscript April 2017 - My block is looking a 

bit better with several dead plants removed and 

vast swathes of wireweed cut off and cleared 

away to enable replacement plantings. Itôs been 

too dry to rip the line for all the seedlings and I 

have lost several of the more interesting ones in 

the past few weeks. Itôs frustrating, after 

nursing them along for over a year - roots just 

rotted off and I try not to over water them. 

About 50 mixed replacements and 100 plus 

seedlings to go. Itôs a big job for one person. 

Iôm resisting tidying up straggly old plants in 

because visitors will get more out of a ñwarts 

and allò visit. 

9ǊŜƳƻǇƘƛƭŀ ŎŀƭŎƛŎƻƭŀ 
Eremophila calcicola is a newly described 

species of Eremophila that is found in the wild 

in WA. Phil James reports initially it was 

thought that this plant was rare however, after a 

fire through the site, many seedlings increased 

the numbers. Since then he has collected 

various forms from the site and his current 

Parmango Green grows 0.5m x 1.2m. It is in 

the Stenochilus group with green flowers but 

they are not conspicuous and the drupes are 

glossy green. 

It has been available from plant nurseries for a 

few years and has been sold as E. Parmango 

Road (listed as same in the Brown/Buirchell 

Eremophilas of WA book) and is currently sold 

as E. Parmango Green in Western Australia by 

Benara Nurseries. Phil James reports that 

around 8 years ago he purchased a grafted plant 

from Ray Isaacson which was sold as 
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Eremophila sp. aff. decipiens and/or Toolina 

(likely because of the S-shaped pedicel). 

E. calcicola has green flowers somewhat 

similar to those of E. glabra, but on long 

pedicels (see pic below, from Norma Boschen), 

and large round green fruit.  In the wild, the 

plant is wider than it is high, and emerges as a 

bright green groundcover is disturbed soils.  

Flowers are not well-displayed and are close in 

colour to the leaves. 

 

Horticulture  

Members have reported variable results with 

this species. Many have noted its high value as 

a foliage plant because of its bright green 

leaves, but poor display value because of its 

insignificant flowers.  It is vigorous, but may 

be less so in frosty areas. 

Ros Walcott (ACT) reports a distinct lack of 

success, she thinks due to frost: ñWe planted 

three of them in October 2014 in a place with 

some overhead protection, as they were listed 

as a bit frost tender. These plants did not thrive 

at all and were removed in March 2016. We 

decided to put in another three in a well-

drained sunny position in March 2016, but 

these were frosted off in August 2016 and did 

not survive the winter. So I am left in a 

quandary as to where to place them in the 

garden. I think our area is just too frosty for 

them.ò 

Lyndal Thorburn (NSW ï but next to ACT) has 

had two plants in the garden for 3-4 years. Both 

flower in spring with a 2
nd

 flush in autumn and 

have survived their frosts, but her site has a lot 

of overhead protection (from Eucalypts, which 

also suck water out of the soil). The specimen 

that was planted in a raised bed with new 

garden soil (and hence less root competition) 

has done best and is now about 1m across and 

0.5m high. Both also survived last yearôs very 

wet winter. However the very dry Canberra 

climate and short growing season mean that the 

plants have not reached the lushness of those 

photographed in the wild in WA. 

Bill  Handke (also ACT) has been growing this 

species for a few years from a cutting-grown 

plant. ñAs you can see (below) it is growing 

under cover from Native Cherry, Callistemon 

and crowded from E. glabra, E. "Crazy Mac" 

and a Melaleuca.ò  

 

ñIt is in a very dry spot with morning sun and 

competes for moisture not only with those 

plants by also from a large Eucalytpus 

scoparia, in a raised well drained area of 

appalling Kambah white clay. It seems to do 

OK and is looking very fresh at the moment 

after the good rains we have had.ò 

Norma Boschen reports ñI've had E. calcicola 

for about 10 years.  The first one had to be 

removed, as a trench had to be dug to put the 

power under the ground. I then planted it under 

a White Cedar and I felt it was a bit too shady, 

although it grew very well. From there I have 

planted it way out under Buloke trees and 

another place under Sugar Gums. (they are 2-3 

years old) (pic over page). It has done very 

well in all places. I give them some water in 

the first summer. I have found it very frost 

hardy. It must be drought-tolerant as no plants 

have died. We have taken some photos to send 

ï I noticed it was flowering in the last few 

days. The flowers are mostly underneath. I 
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think it is an excellent quick growing 

understory plant.ò 

 

Phil James (WA) reports that E. calcicola 

survives well in landscape situations in Perth 

with some watering, used commercially on a 

regular basis at this point and that he has used 

the plant successfully in the Goldfields/ Pilbara 

areas with success ï these areas are subject to 

extreme temperatures for long periods of time. 

Losses which occur in mine-site village areas 

are from overwatering. In Philôs opinion the 

species is not a good retail item and is better 

suited to landscape situations, as the flowers 

are held under the leaves. However having said 

that, the market or enthusiasts may determine 

otherwise. 

Jan Hall (Vic) has a plant that is 10- 12 years 

old and cutting grown. ñIt is growing in red 

clay soil which would have been 'improved' 

with gypsum, sand, and compost, and with a 

thin layer of poor quality, chunky council 

mulch. It is usually very dry in that area and 

partly shaded by the nearby trees plus having 

root competition. It has been a reliable , no fuss 

low spreading shrub. Size would be 50-60cm 

and 2m. wide. I do prune to tidy and keep it off 

the path. The very wet Winter-Spring did cause 

inner leaf drop and I am trimming it back to 

dense it up again.ò  

Christine Strachan (Vic) reports ñE. calcicola 

would be one of the hardiest Eremophilas that I 

have ever grown and so easy to propagate from 

cuttings. Here in Melbourne I have two plants, 

one gets very little sun under a large Eucalypt 

and shaded by lots of taller plants (below). At 

the moment it is approx.. 1m x 2m but would 

be wider if I didn't keep hacking it back. It is 

growing in a dry sandy loam and never gets 

watered. Flowers are insignificant but the 

foliage lush and attractive. 

 

ñThe other plant in our garden gets morning 

sun and a little dappled afternoon sun ï taking 

over smaller plants at the moment! I have 

planted several E. calcicola at our son's 

property in Northern Country Victoria, where 

the soil is heavy clay and summers are very hot 

and dry.  

ñThe two main plants are both planted in raised 

beds (below), in full sun and are thriving. Both 

have to be pruned often as they are so healthy 

and lush. These plants would be over three 

years old and come back beautifully after 

heavy pruning. I have never seen any garden 

pests on E. calcicola and can only say it is a 

great plant as a low growing sprawling ground 

cover.ò 

 

Charles Farrugia (NSW ï in a very wet part of 

Sydney) grew the species from tube-stock on 

its own roots, fertilised when potted up in 




































