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WELL WE ARE NOW I N T O  MAY AND SGAP FINANCIAL YEllR ENDS. 
AGAIN A R T FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE, I F  THE BOX HAS 
A RED DOT 

I 
We covered qu i te  a b i t  of cu l tu ra l  grbund l a s t  newslet ter  

I 
and l e t  u s  hope it  can continue.   his i s sue  we a r e  using 
oultural information published 1929 by an Austral ian grower. 

I 
Australian r a in fo re s t s ,  those t h a t  ark l e f t  t o  u s ,  s t i l l  
harbour a l a rge  quant i ty  of palms, an1 it i s  t o  be hoped 
every species w i l l  be preserved i n  cu l t iva t ion ,  I because 
it does not seem a t  a l l  l i k e l y  our various I Governments a r e  
conservationist  enough t o  save them. 1 Along with the  dwindling 
ra in fores t  Aust ra l ia  does not have a fa rge  quanti ty of the  
ra in fores t  palms a s  i s  evident i n  o ther  t r o p i c  environs. 

I 
Some 40 species occur mostly i n  our north. 

Aboriginal man and the  l a t e r  ~u ropeans  have not used our palms 
t o  the  economic po ten t i a l  evident oveLseas. The climbing 

I 
calamus d i d  come in to  use a s  r a t t a n  cane f o r  baskets ,  but it i s  
a dwindling industry,  and most people only think of the  plant 
a s  a imrnitating "wait a while" lawyer cane. Actually some of 

the  species a r e  very a t t r a c t i v e  and make excellent  potted plants .  
I 

I 
There i s  a l so  great  po t en t i a l  f o r  building i n  the  trunks of many 
palms, a s  the  stems consist  of numerous f i b r e s  i n  f i n e  s t rands  
imbedded i n  a spongy t i s sue .  In t a l l  palms t h i s  arrangement has 
developed t o  a high degree of refinement. The f ibrous  t i s s u e s  

forming a dense a r r ay  of s t e e l y  hard cable l i k e  strands. There 

i s  a b ig  s imi l a r i t y  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  s t rength  of a palm t o  a 
pre-stressed s t e e l  reinforced concrete pylon. 

There i s  no more usefu l  o r  a t t r a c t i v d  pot p lan t s  than a 

well-grown Palm, and no home should de without a good se lect ion 

of v a r i e t i e s  and s izes .  They a r e  eady t o  manage and need but 
1 

l i t t l e  a t t en t ion  t o  keep them growing and i n  good health.  
I 

They w i l l  do well e i t h e r  i n  a bush-house or  a glasshouse 
(green-house), according t o  the  climate and va r i e ty  grown. 
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In coasta l  N.S.W. and Queensland a very l a rge  se lec t ion  of 
excellent  Palms can be grown, and i n  Melbourne and s imi la r  
climates a l l  the  hardy species and qui te  a number of o thers  can 
be grown i n  a warm bush-house. 

The bush-house must be so constructed t h a t  no d i r e c t  rays of the  
sun can f a l l  upon any par t  of the  Palm, but only the  subdued 
diffused rays  may reach them. In order t o  bring about t h i s  
condition the  house must be made of "bushw and not l a t h s  o r  
l a t t i c e  work. The l a t t e r  type of house i s  very ornamental, no 
doubt, but a very poor s t ruc tu re  f o r  growing Palms. For bush 
we use i n  Sydney the  "Tee Tree", as it has c losely  s e t ,  stiff 

fo l iage ,  and i s  very bushy. When we l i ved  i n  Queensland, the  
Wild Rosemary w a s  found exce l len t ,  and no doubt o ther  su i tab le  

wild shrubs can be e a s i l y  found wherever you a r e  l iv ing .  The 
fol iage ,  however, must be f i n e  and close se t .  Put t he  bush on 

your house r a t h e r  more heavily than it w i l l  be needed, a s  a 
ce r ta in  amount of fo l iage  w i l l  f a l l  when dead. I have seen a 
well b u i l t  house l a s t  20 years  o r  more without re-covering. 

Except i n  Victor ia ,  Tasmania and New Zealand, Austral ian Palm 
growers can well dispense with a glasshouse. Where it i s  necessary, 
however, it should be well b u i l t ,  and shaded i n  the  summer months. 
A l a r g e  house i s  always e a s i e r  t o  manage and keep i n  condition, 

a s  well  a s  being more a t t r a c t i v e  than a small one. 

Palms under g l a s s  need spraying with the  hose o r  watering twice 

a day i n  the  summer, so a s  t o  keep up a n i ce  warm moist atmosphere. 

Palms a r e  e a s i l y  managed and t h e i r  treatment i s  summed up i n  a 
few words. Those species which a r e  qu i te  hardy and w i l l  grow i n  

a cool temperature a r e  a l l  the  b e t t e r ,  however, f o r  the  protect ion 

of g l a s s  i n  t h e i r  young s tages  i n  the  colder d i s t r i c t s  of Austra l ia  
and even i n  a climate l i k e  Sydney f o r  the  warmth w i l l  not hurt  
them, r a the r  it encourages the  rapid growth and formation of a 
good specimen. When they a t t a i n  t o  a good s i z e  they may be 
hardened off  and placed i n  t he  bushhoqse. Larger specimens w i l l  

be thus  obtained i n  a shor te r  time than those taken s t r a igh t  i n to  

t h e  bushhouse. from. t he  seed bed. 

See t h a t  the  pots  i n  which the  Palms a r e  t o  grow a r e  well washed 
and clean. The drainage must be perfect ,  and i s  arranged by 
placing q l a r g e  piece of cork over the  hole i n  the  bottom, then 
a l aye r  of r a t h e r  l a r g e  broken pieces over t ha t  again, and then a 

t h i n  l a y e r  of smaller ones, and f i n a l l y  some rough f i b r y  s t u f f  t o  
s top the  compost blocking the  drainage by ge t t i ng  amongst t he  

crocks. 



The q u e s t i o n  of  d r a inage  i s  n o t  regarded  as s e r i o u s l y  as i t  
should  be. I would s a y  q u i t e  f i f t y  pe rcen t  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e s  
in  p l a n t  growing can be t r a c e d  t o  f a u l t y  d ra inage ,  and a l a c k  
of  an adequa te  means of  c a r r y i n g  o f f  t h e  water .  

* F o r  p o t t i n g  s o i l  u s e  a good f i b r o u s  loam w i t h  p l e n t y  o f  sha rp  
sand and w e l l  decayed cow manure mixed w i t h  it i n  equa l  
p ropo r t i ons .  Close compact s o i l  i s  no  good a t  a l l .  

In p o t t i n g  t h e  s o i l  should  be p re s sed  a l l  about  t h e  palm w i t h  

t h e  p o t t i n g  s t i c k ,  and i f  l a r g e  specimens a r e  needed t h e  p l a n t s  
can be p o t t e d  on from s i z e  t o  s i z e  as soon as t h e y  f i l l  t h e  po t  

w i t h  r o o t s .  

In r e p o t t i n g  s e e  that t h e  ba l l  o f  s o i l  i s  n o t  broken up more than  

can be  he lped  as palms d i s l i k e  be ing  d i s t u r b e d .  

Watering i s  one o f  t h e  most important  i t ems  in  palm growing. The 
amount o f  wa te r  each  palm needs  depends upon whether t h e  p l a n t  i s  
in  f u l l  growth and good h e a l t h ,  and a l s o  as t o  t h e  amount of  r o o t s  
in  t h e  p o t ,  f o r  a p l a n t  which has f i l l e d  i t s  po t  w i t h  r o o t s  and 
exhausted t h e  s a i l  w i l l  need double  t h e  q u a n t i t y  one would need 
which has n o t  f i l l e d  t h e  po t  w i t h  r o o t s ,  Genera l ly  speaking a l l  

palms w i l l  need p l e n t y  o f  wa te r  when making new growth. 

Spray t h e  bush-house tw ice  a day in t h e  summer t ime so  as t o  mois ten  

t h e  f o l i a g e ,  and g i v e  t h e  r o o t s  water when t h e  s o i l  in  t h e  po t  seems 
t o  be  d r y i n g  ou t .  Palms need l e s s  wa te r  in  t h e  w i n t e r  months t h a n  

t h e y  do in  summer. 

Palms a r e  g e n e r a l l y  f r e e  from d i s e a s e  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of  one 

o r  two v a r i e t i e s  o f  s c a l e  which a t t a c k  them v e r y  f r e e l y  a t  t imes .  

However, s c a l e  i s  n o t h i n g  t o  worry about  f o r  it i s  e a s i l y  c o n t r o l l e d  
i n  po t  p l a n t s ,  Each week t h e  l e a v e s  and stems of  t h e  p l a n t s  should  
be  sponged over  w i t h  wa t e r  and Sunlight soap. Use a s o f t  c l o t h .  
A f t e r  washing w i t h  t h e  soap t h e y  should  be sprayed w i t h  t h e  hose  
and t h e n  d r i e d  w i t h  a c l e a n  rag. This t r ea tmen t  neve r  a l l o w s  t h e  

s c a l e  t o  o b t a i n  a f o o t h o l d  and a t  t h e  same t ime.removes  a l l  t h e  d u s t  
and o t h e r  i m p u r i t i e s  that  l odge  on t h e  l e a v e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  c i t i e s .  
Palms r e g u l a r l y  washed have a wonder fu l ly  g reen ,  f r e s h  appearance.  

Repot t ing Palms 

Palms that need a t t e n t i o n  may be r e p o t t e d  d u r i n g  September o r  
October,  The s m a l l e r  t h e  po t  t h e  b e t t e r  i n  h e a l t h  
do Palms remain. They should  n o t  be  a l lowed ,  however, t o  remain 

i n  a po t  s o  l o n g  that  t h e  p l a n t  is h o i s t e d  above t h e  l e v e l  o f - t h e  
po t  by t h e  p r e s s u r e  of t h e  mat ted r o o t s  on t h e  pot. 
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The fo l l owing  d i r e c t i o n s  can be fo l lowed  f o r  r e p o t t i n g .  F i r s t  

o f  a l l  remove t h e  Palm from i t s  p o t ,  and u n l e s s  it has been in  
t h e  po t  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  c a n ' b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  it aga in .  Wash 

t h e  pot  wel l .  Take t h e  Palm and t r i m  o f f  t h e  lower  r o o t s  and 
break  away as much of  t h e  o l d  s o i l  as poss ib l e .  Don't c u t  more 
r o o t s  away than necessary .  

The p o t s  should  be w e l l  d r a ined  by p l a c i n g  a p i e c e  of  broken 

po t  ove r  t h e  h o l e  i n  t h e  bottom and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p i e c e s  above 
and about  it. P l a c e  t h e  Palm i n  t h e  p o t ,  keep ing  it u p r i g h t ,  
and f i l l  in f r e s h  s o i l  round a b o u t ,  ramming t h e  s o i l  w e l l  down. 

If, however, t h e  Palm has outgrown i t s  p o t ,  t a k e  one a s i z e  

l a r g e r  and fo l low t h e  same method. The s o i l  must b e  w e l l  rammed 
about  t h e  p l a n t  and t h e  po t  w e l l  d ra ined .  

A b i e n n i a l  sh i f t  i n t o  a l a r g e r  po t  i s  a d v i s a b l e  f o r  v e r y  young 

fast growing s p e c i e s ,  in  f a c t  some of  t h e  most v igo rous  growing 
s o r t s  should  have a move i n t o  a l a r g e r  pot  every year .  When, 
however, t h e  Palm a t ta ins  a s i z e  which n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h e  u s e  o f  
a s i x  i n c h  o r  l a r g e r  po t  t h e n  it may remain in  t h i s  f o r  many 
y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  t r i e n n i a l  r e p o t t i n g .  

Don't g i v e  your  Palms t o o  much r o o t  room, f o r  you w i l l  f i n d  t h e  

b e s t  specimens a r e  t h o s e  whose growth has been s t e a d y  and slow, 
f o r  t h u s  on ly  do we g e t  t h o s e  p l a n t s  wi th  t h e  deep g reen  f o l i a g e  
so  much admired by a l l .  




