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The EditocComments

Hello everyone!

As | write this editorial just after New Year, it seetmes all of Australia is being scorched and burnt, no state has
been left out and destruction is massive, lives have been lost and huge numbers of homes and businesses have
been razed. A relative from Sydney explait@dhethat it has been many decades sirtbe forests surrounding
Australida s | @ty hgue beten backurnt and thisheavy load oflammablespent trunks and vegetatiohas
apparentlycontributed to the magnitude of the burning. VWentemplatedhow the aboriginal people had

managed the contient so wellfor 60,000 years where burnirgasmanaged regularlt o pr oduce t he
Fel i x’ | anmadysatlyeepporers memttoned.

I do not intend toadd tothe debate about climate warmingehe, but sufficient to say that our membestould
continue to be very careful in their own landscape design and managememespdfire foremost in mind |

hope that none of our members have been victims of any of the fires, but | feel that this is unlikely, given the fact
that so many of us loveotlive in the natural bushland surrounding our cities. Note that the August edition of the
NewsletterisPCL w9 | Yy R Ddo NdBpe that Bé&rbeérstghlibute lots appropriatesuggestions and
information about this very very important subject.

Once again | have to advise about the losaraftherof our long term memberdRuth Crosson from Gladstoria
Queensland. Those of you who knew her will remendeamazing lady whover the past 50+ years, woudld

literally anything to promote nativelants. Somewill remember the unique character she was and the way she
could get things done against all odds. It is fair to say that Gladstone, a central Queensland industrial city, would
notbeasgreeias it is today wi t ho uig—kdeping avergonedronmheleadersgf st e
industry to the local Counainvironmentallyinformed andhonest Ruth is irreplaceable but she has left the
Gladstone Branch of Native Plants Queensland a strong legacy which | know local members will cobtifide t

The first couple of monthsf 2020are going to be busy for me as | have been invited to Victoria in February to
address APS meetings in MaroondaBh) and the Grampian&1st) as well as a GDSG meetingn(@2f local
members. Then in Aprihe same for the NPQ Mackay Branchd(@ 4th). | am wondering it small contribution
madefrom our resources$o assist theelocal groups withreimbursing someéravel costswould be appropriate?

Extracts from Past Newsletterdssues 33 to 36

The GDSGewsletter index on the ANPSA website is a great way to search out specific ideas and
recommendations offered bsnembers in relation to garden design over the yesirce the first Newsletter in
May 1993 There are many gems of inspiratieimilar tothe followingexcerptsbelow that areworth repeating
as they are still as relevant today as they were when first published.

Make sure youead the full article of theseferencess well aother articleson the GDSG Newsletter archives
section of the ANPA website  http://anpsa.org.au/design/desiews.html

Newsletter #33¢ February 2001

Pesign Notes on Form&@ardersQ Glenda Datsun & NE Vic Branch
There is definitely a place for Australiglants in formal gardens, once the preserve of exotic plahtsv do you
translate Australian plants into that use? Formality is often forced upon the design because of the small size.

Private versus Public GardereBign Geoff SimmonQId

A rigid,more planned design is desirable in a public garden, that is, one based on the selection of species known
to be reliable growers in that particular environment and offering some value in beauty. Fortunately there is an
increasing number of varieties thateat these criteria.

Report on a @rden and an Open Gardéh Cheree HalNSW
Generally it seemed the main people who visited had native gardens that had "gone wrong'. They had over
planted without giving consideration to the end plant size or how oneld/¢ook in relation to the next. No
thought was given about foliage contrast nor had the majority thought about varying height or groundcovers.
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Newsletter #34¢ May, 2001

WAdvantages of Lining &hwaysQ Cherree DensleWwic

Most of the points madéelow relate to practical issues based on experience and 'my style' of laying out the beds
of the garden here at Killamey. Firstly, using rocks, short pieces of logs, old bricks, sandstone pieces (all of whicl
have used) gives definition to design limgsether it delineates between beds and paved areas, along pathways,
between garden beds and grassed areas or along driveways.

What is an Australian @rden?X DianaSnapeVic

When | was a child in Sydney, four plants in our garden were special @owng the back, beyond my father's
beloved roses, a tall Lemestented Gum perfumed the air. Closer to the house, one shrub was covered with
bright crimson bottlebrushes and a beautiful Geraldton Wax survived tennis practice against itsfaontig wall.

In the front garden grew a magnificent Findneel Tree, given to my mother in the false belief that it was a shrub.

It took me many years, many bush walks and several gardens of my own to realize the full significance of those
four Australian plants in mghildhood garden.

Pesigning for the ByQ Chris LarkinVic

The business of watering, or not watering, is complex and somewhat speculative. Plants can look extremely
refreshed after only very light showers or superficial watering. Why? Is it that thédhconditions created allow
for transfer of moisture through the stomata and possibly even the stem pedicel?

Newsletter #35¢ August, 2001

Blending Native and Exotic Plants to make a spiritually Harmoniopac® Jo HambrettNSW

When | was invited tpresent this talk it forced an examination of the phrase 'spiritually harmonious' which | had
used in an attempt to describe our gardening aims at our home, 'Yanderra'. With the help of the Shorter Oxford |
was delighted to confirm one of its meaningsiagellectually and emotionally agreeable’.

Ereating Garden MtaxQ Diana SnapeYic
Oneaspect of design | think we could and should concentrate on more is the deliberate creation of beautiful
vistas within the garden. It is often difficult to take gbphotos of a garden simply because this aspect has been
overlooked- | think a good vista means a good photo and vice versa.

Rainforest PantsQ Nan Nicholson NSW

Over the years we have been slowly developing a harder line on which plants should Ibeaguahvior our own

place at least, we now feel that all plants should be either (a) edible or (b) local natives. This means that we have
gradually been ripping out 15 most of those wonderful north Queensland rainforest plants that makatérst

garden pants.

Newsletter #36¢ November, 2001

Wawns and Go@-a little light relief! Glenda DatsorNSW

GOD: Saint Francis, you know all about gardens and nature. What in the world is going on down there in the USA
What happened to the dandelions, violethjdtles and stuff | started eons ago? | had a perfectnaintenance

garden plan.

‘Australian Plants in a Changing World' Diana SnapgV/ic

...... After 40 years existence of SGAP/APS, we might have expected its influence to have started to become
more apparent in the general community, with increasing awareness and appreciation of Australian plants. | think
in general it has not. What are the problems?

Wow Rainfall - Drought in Australian Garden &sigrn2 Geoff SimmonQId

A topic that has conderable importance for Australian garden designers is the possible lack of water at times.
Reticulated reservoir water supply is often subject to restrictions, may not be able to supply all the plants but only
a few selected prize plants, and this wateryma . . . . .
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Newsletter #1100 K S Y/S2rdzNIWe | NR | YR tFG4A2 DI NRSY

ED:OurGDS®ook,W¢ KS | dza ( NbyDikna gnapeentdifs% ¥edtioon Courtyard Gardens. As we did
not receiveoo manyideas or comments from members about the theme topic, | thought it appropriate to add a
few pertinent extracts from the boolBut read the full chapter for much more detail.

“In a courtyard garden, as in any really small garden (25 square metiessjirevery square metre is precious

the smaller the garden, the more surely each plant must deserve its place. You may choose to focus on the hard
landscape- paving, rocks or pebblesand introduce a pool, with very few plants. You may prefer a flayaht
approach, with rainforest an dnestHeraspdordydines oppalmsn Orereate@y c
more subtle and tranquil atmosphere with Grass Trees pimeleas and hibbertias. Your favourite plants could
combine fittingly with rock, providing a pleasing contrastt soft and hard textures. . . . .

“Group a range of small plants to compliment and define the hard landscape outlines . . . .. frame by
geometrically shaped beds with weleéfined edges or irregular sefidged shape<Consider introducing contrasts
between formality and natures exuberance, for example by letting groundcovers spill over edges of raised beds.

“Using few varieties will avoid a cluttered appearance. Dwarf forms can also substitute for their largés.paren

. . Perhaps plant a slender tree (or train a tall shrub as a toglif} the eyes and the spirits. Not only will it act as

a focal point and a magnet for birds but it will also contribute a strong vertical accent and extend the space of the
garden upwards. To achieve the harmonguch asve now associate with a Japanese garden, study form and
foliage of plants and make sure these are well suited to the hard landscape backgraMatis and paving will

occupy a significant proportion of theailable space, making them relatively conspicuous. Colours can be neutral
and unobtrusive or bold and exciting. . . . . One or two decorative features will add a personal toachlpture,
mosaic work or a ‘found oHgagdent wi | | al | add char a

“Walls can be pleasant to look at but are often more attractive partially screened by foliage. Climbers excel here,
requiring very Ilittle *‘foot space’. They camnaglr ow
on fixed wies, lattice or sculptural supports. Choose species carefully to suit the aspect of the wall and the degree
of exposure to sky and seasonal sunlight wiginhouragesipward growth. . . . ..

“Containers provide a f | e xffererttenesgohbtneyeanmo benefit fcom sunarn b e
shade. Designing migiardens in containers is a whole world of delight, using small infill gems as well as tried and
true ornamentals.”

My Entry Courtyard¢ a problem!

After reading this section of the b&d decided to shareomethoughts onone ofmy courtyarg. Since we moved

to the new housalmost three years ago ngwhawe been planningo upgradethe existingentrancecourtyard
gardenthat has a few quite difficult and opposite physical and funalanstraints to resolve. Obviously to

achieve optimum success with the final design you must initially identify all of these aspects, develop options that
respond appropriately to each arshsure theywork together collectively.

You would think that a small courtyard about 4 metres square would be a simple design exercise . .. wrong! Not
this one! | have been analysing the area for over a year now in all seasort®nditionsso | now have a detalil
understanding of theourtyard space-which includes the following:

1 The court is an integral part of the entrance to the front door anthas to be memorable and inviting.

1 The court will basically be a garden withdotmal physical access except for maintenance.

1 The court faces due nortfvest but is protected by a juvenile shade tree that is (as planned) progressively
providing more and more afternoon shade. Withdbis treet he court space woul d | |
Queensland afternoon summer sutt.was tte first specimen planted!

1 The court is contained athe right side (west)by a full heightgaragewall;

1 The back wallsouth)of the court has a large window opening off a small study;

1 The courtflowsto the left (east)across the entry deck to another sitea court andbeyond to aropensunny
north-east garden

1 Two narrow rectangular ponds flank the entry deck complete with aquatic plants, fish and aeration bubblers.
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1 The court is protected overhead by a timber pergola, battens and temporary shade clit wili be
removed once a protective vinefiglly established.

1 The courtfunctions asa visual focus in thapproachalong the path from the front entrance through the
adjacentgardens-soneeds a distinctivelesign andcharacter

One of the moshoticeablephysicaimpactson thedesign and theplant selectioris thedistinct diagonal line
separatingull sunshine andull shadowacross the courtyard. The entire riglwtest)hand triangle never receives
any direct sunshine at any tinad the daydue to the influence of the house walls and pergola. However the
opposite trianglgeast)receives morning and afternoon sun, particularly across the entirth frontage, except
in mid-afternoonwhen the juvenile tree interrupts the sun and providesdéor a few hours Obviously this
sun/shade pattern dictatethat half the court will need to have shade tolerant species fandhe otherside
plantswill need to be sun tolerant a somewhat difficult mixture?

In order to principally modify the eféés of NW sun exposure but alsasure that thesmallentry courtyard can

be glimpsedin the approach to the housteom the frontgardenan i nf or mal o psereenar tr an
sevenMelaleuca pachyphyllug/allum Bottlebrush (red & greemas beemlanted across part of the court

frontage.In the full sun across the court, edging the pathvilagnella specie$Scaevola aemul&hrysocephalum
apiculatumand other similar colourful tufting and bedding plants will be used.

The backight sunless corner igleal for a large container dflicrosorum punctatunTerrestrial Elkhorn Ferand
this alreadyprovides an excellent backdrop of upright shiny green fleshy frof@side that tall canes @fostus
potieraeAustralian Spiral Ginger provide a decoratjgemetric form as the new stems develop. Although they
seem to like the shade and moist conditions so much that they hlreadyexceeded their usual heigbly fifty
percent! In the shade triangleAsplenium australasicum i r-ngst Bernpther ferns, tufts and small covers like
native violetsViola banksijithat respond well tahe shade and occasional softer swill be established

Il ' m consiihpactiplantsokau f/esvhade ‘' t r an s partsuong ardassuctsgoeehids e s f ¢
like DendrobiumspeciosumSwamp Orchi@haius australisalso includingnterestingfoliageshrubskept pruned
progressivelyo a specialsculpturalform and size likéodocarpus spinuloswsdPleomele angustifolia

Overall his relatively simpl@alette of plants should mergaestheticallywith the much wider species range,
foliage types and flower colours of the sun tolerant species in the adjacent north eastern front gditteplan
below shows indicatively the various elements that impadhefcourtyard and dictate the design.

T h e p h oworks i psogreswith a long way to ge- actuallya bit embarrassingo showright nowt!!

Timber entry deck

One of two ponds
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Focal point orchids etc_ _——
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Entrance pathway
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SOME ASPECTS TO CONSIDER IN DESIGN OF COURTS AND OTHER GAF

These imageare from my photo library and have been taken throughout Austrattze design principles apply everywhere!

A courtyard is the transition space
between the house and the
garden plan itto entice the

0 b s er wame indide the
outsidé and e xiffeling r
landscape caracters and plants.

Shade is important in many
courtyards, and structures to
support vines can be of many
materials; welldesigned they can
make a dramatic focal point, as
well as being functional.

Why not use the top of the waste
disposal tank to create a small
intimate area for tea and scones
under the shade of a sophisticate(
umbrella, all surrounded by the
manicured garden shrubs?

Where space is at a premium
vertical ‘' Green
for innovative and successful

di splay of natei
afraid of deep strong wall colours
they can add drama & excitement

Do a sunshine and shadow
analysis of your gardeover

twelve months, to identify that
special place for enjoying a warm
sunny winter breakfast or a cool
shaded summer lunch.

If that best view of the garden ang
wider landscape is located in full
sun for most of the day, then
shade sails make a fast and
economic method to ensure that
your patio is used mgularly.

Your patio or courtyard does not
have to be paved! Ifact this
circular lawn provides a wonderfu
place for all sorts of garden
activities and is the major focus o
this garden enticing exploration.

Traditional Australian homestead:s
have always used the veranda fo
outdoor living and the transition
to the garden-they really knew
how to design with nature-we
should learn from their example.

Many contemporary houses now
open up the walls and windows td
blur the line between inside and
outside. Courtyards and patios
have now become very important
as the garden invades the house!

ANPSA Garden Design Study GretNewsletter NL110.docx
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Vale Ruth Crosson Lawrie SmithBrisbane QId

In early Decemberhie Gladstone Tondoon Botanic Gardegnsd the Gladstone Branch of Native Plants
Queenslandas well as the Garden Design Study Gribapeall reluctantly said an unexpected but heart felt

goodbye toRuth Crosson, their most amazing, memorable and irreplaceable supporter. She was lovingly thought
of as a human dynamo who would do al most anything
encourage everyone to plant and grow our unigdantsin their gardens, streetgarklandsand industry

Ruthandf i r st met i n tlWwasappointdd ad|@ndstapesarctacetm prepare the site planning
and detail design for TondoomRight from that first meeting we became firm friends sharing a common vision to
create a unique Regional Botanic Garden that would research, display and interpret the flora of Central
Queensland Tondoon was the first of the new phase of botanic gardense established in the various bio

regions of Australia. Since then, throughout the four decade development process, Ruth has basically been the
face of Tondoon, her continugdvolvementalmost day to day, has been one of the major reasons that resulted

in Tondoon earning a wedleserved place among the top t&egionaBotanic Gardens of Australia.

Ruth joined the Society for Growing Pla(8&G AR now known as Native Plants QueenslédNeQ, in 1978 and
has remained a staunch member ever since, gna every opportunity furthering the aims of the Society
Cultivation, Conservatiof,ducation Most remarkably anonymously topping up the memberships of any local
members who had overlooked payment, to ensure that the local Bragmlainedviable and ative.

Ruth was awarded Life Membership of SGAP / NPQ in December 2009 in recognition of her invaluable service
over the past 30 years, freely offered not only locally in Gladstone, but also in many Queensland wide initiatives,
and she is also known thughout Australia due to her participation in many of theaBnual nationahative plant
conferences in most states. She continued her vision and enthusiasm at full capacity for the fourth decade.

ThelocalCalliope Garden Club has describeddmsat ‘ @orotlwo u s e’ iutilizingmatlivafloraion t o
horticulture. But her vison was wider stilll She looked for every opportunity to bring awareness of native flora
and was always front and centre at any environmental investigations to do with expansiausfry, mining or
port developmentin the region Ruth did not step away from any situation that had overdmbthe values of
native flora- she was always a major proponent endeavouring to ensure that in propadsh or regional

d e v e | o pealstino énvVirenmental preservation initiatives were addressed.

A very colourful, irreplaceable lady whose outgoing personality was strongly
supported by her unique and characteristic fashiarsedso successfully to

bring attention to the causes she loved much. Who will ever forgdter
sophisticated gowrast h d a‘cB  ®eethe sidtivee Bonsai exhibitioor
thecostumeofac ol our frudll y” Butltud t e est bugtwa r o un
of her many creationg/orn at Tondoon The regular escorted toucd

Tondoon she orchestrated for the passengers from cruise liners, will be a

little less colourful now that Ruth will no longer l@ading

One thing is certaithough,Ruth has made so many valued friends and
created so many memories for us all over the dast or five decadeghat
she hasunknowinglyprovided her own lasting memorial which will never be
forgotten. She waalwaysgood at organising everything down ttoe last

full stop. Ruth you have lived a wonderful liteampioning native plant®r
which we are alsothankful.

1937¢ 2019 Unforgettable!lrrepressiblelrreplaceable!!
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A few words on various artickand requests and topics in NL109 Jeff Haves, Sydne

Tips on Landscapinga good idea
Yes, some tips on landscaping would be a good idea, with photos.
Perhaps to start it off and ensure some consistency, a check list could be formulated with broad topic points such

1 What was constructed

1 Constraints and site problems

1 What materials were used and why

1 Construction problems

1 How good was outcome

1 What would you do differently if you did it again?

1 A few links used with this project

95Y & +y SEIFYLX S WSTT K lakoutteidhen paihihdis gadleh @ Binkbhisa O  f

very positivenitiative and encourage all GDSG members to skiandardetails of their garden development.

1 Construction was a gentle path that needed to
be broken up with a few steps.

1 In heavy raimulch could be washed down the
slope.

1 Used fine eucalypts mulch as it matted down

hard, timber was 100 x 25mm H4 pine with a

250mm length screwed and cemented in at

each end.

No construction problems were encountered.

Visually it worked well but in veryelvy rain

the mulch tended to pool at each wooden

step.

1 Would not d anything different as it achieved
the look | was after.

=a =

Borrowed landscape, Pitfalls of relying on it.

My suburban front courtyard has appeared in gardening magazines and other pupliicand | used my
neighbour’s |l arge 30 year ol d Maraylya tree that w
| andscape’ to good effect. All was well for years
had it remoed even though it shaded their cars from the western sun. The whole ambience of my courtyard has
changed and it will take years for my new plantings to have the same blocking effect, if at all. Interestingly the
same new owners removed all the leaf mufobm their garden and heavy rains deposited their top soil into my
place resulting in me undertaking hasty drainage work. All that is left of their garden now is exposed sub soil clay.
Plant blindness indeed.

My advice for those |iving in suburbia, is not to
easily disappear. For those living on acres borrowing distant views is entirely feasible and how lucky are you to be
able to do so?

Garden Desig.

A few questions | ponder as | make a new garden after extensive building work demolished most of my garden.

T I's it the gardener’s impulse to create a | andsca
9 Is our garden a show or display of our specifiatieh with nature?

1 Is our garden unique to us whether we consciously or subconsciously design it?

1 How much does our garden reflect our physical and intellectual interdependenceatithe?
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A PocketHandkerchief Gardemear Moreton Bay Carol GuardShorncliffe QId
ED: Thé;DSCSEQ group visitettie followingtwo gardensn October2019- this is my description.

Carolisa longtime member of NPQ in Queensland. Shstly
explained how her native garden was instrumental in developing an
excellentrelationship for her with all of her neighbours up and

down the street. It was intended when moving to Shorncliffe more
than 20 years ago that she and her husband would make every
effort to become integral members of the local community. It was a
very diferent community then to what it is today with all of the
traditional ‘“Queensl ander s’ no
special heritage niche suburb on this headland jutting into Moreton
Bay beside Cabbage Tree Creek. While there were large shady
street trees (Moreton Bay Figs) and a scattering of other species in
residential gardens, the small narrow lots with the houses
occupying almost the full width of the block did not offer scope for
large gardens.

Carol’s vision was to create a
design philosophyshade, trees, foliage, fruits and flowers. The
rear garden of this long narrow site was planned effectively as a
rainforest canopy with a diversity of understory plargi The front
garden and the footpath was planned to feature tall and medium
native shrubs and bedding plants in a more formal way. It is this
street front garden that attracts the community as they walk along
the footpath, invariably stopping to ask Cawdiat plants are
currently in flower. They never leave without all the necessary
species details and several NPQ brochures, and often seeds or
cuttings as well.

/' NefQa O2YYdzyAide adaN

The garden establishazh the basically vacant site began with

Carol carefully selecting a dozen or so tall, slender, rainforest shade
trees to create the framework of scattered trunks with a foliage
canopy or ceiling to ultimately cast shade on the future

understorey plants belw. These developed quite quickly in the
well-watered and fertile sandy loams of the bayside location.
Progressively and with much research and thought Carol acquired
and planted a diverse range of species that thrive in the filtered

sun. Each plant hasbn carefully located in the optimum sunny or
shaded microclimate \

position. The
neighbours each side
(north and south)
basically have open - =
full sun backyards, so Carols rainforest receives a diverse patter_.
sun and shade across the garden by day anselagon. This is
unusual for such a small residential allotment.

If Carol knows that a species she just has to have will not tolera
the site conditions, she is undaunted and successfully establishe
the specimens in large containers; in many cases this has produt .
a '‘'bonsai’ |l i ke speci men whi ¢ Helmholtzia enjoying a shaft of morningsun a2 n d
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eye level or lower. Perhaps the most esatching container plant was a very large bowl, mounted on a pedestal

in which a StreanhilyHelmholtzia glaberrimavas thrivingin the shallow water decorated with numerous
feather duster’” | ike fl ower spikes. This was one
garden many interesting focal points.

Reuvisiting dorty year old Garden Verna Cornford, Bracken Ridge QI

Verna’'s garden dates
earliest days of the Society (SGAt®re

than forty years ago, when she and
husbandColin moved to Brisbane from
Rockhampton where they were

influential and well respectedociety
members. Consequently their garden
comprises many rare and unusual species
that were collected or given by some of
the earliest SGAP ‘' pl
were so influential in bringing an

awareness of native plants to the
community.

The garden was Cinlk pride and joy and Verna says he spent so
many hours, secateurs in hand, meticulously maintaining and
forming the garden. He knew just how to prune and shape the
various species to make the best of their foliage, flowers and fruits
resulting in a verytiractive garden. Colin passed away in 2007 and
Verna has done her best to keep up his work, but as expected after
40 years the garden has become mature and some specimens need
‘“intensive training’. However
garden to weae in and around the diverse species, finding gems of
botany almost at every turn.

= S

part of the fern collec

Colin was the | eader of the ‘' Mel
Group’ for many years, consequer
garden Many species in the garden wéltecalled by older

members, but now they have long since ceased to be commercially
available, replaced by newer cultivarut are they any better? In

his SG Newsletters, Colin wrote about species like the following in

his gardenNeofabricia myrtifol; Triplarina pallescens; Hemigenia
biddulphiana; Melaleuca thymifoli@all growing form)Callistemon
‘Capt ai n Léepwmsparmumi Lnikt’t;l e Lemon Sce
Leptospermum Aus si e—MAalrasisnom ( pal e pink
most of thesestill integrated within the garden.

s 7 il

Macrozamia mooreiseed collected 50+ years ag Callistemort | nj une’ was one of those ¢
about 2m tall with weeping grey green foliage and pink brushes. It

was still there but after forty years, it had multiple, decorative, spreading, thick contorted trunksvietrage

canopy spanning about eight metres shadingst of the front garden! To see the sculptural form &ucalyptus

shirleyiiwith grey leaves and black trunks spreading like a canopy over one garden section is amazing, particularly

when you epectsomething half the size! One very special plant is#ovea longipe€olin sourced from the

shallow red sandy depressions of central Queensland which produces bright blue flowers that age to white; it

flowers for about three months from early spring.€Ttiecorative 2 metre shrub was setting seed and some

members collected a few to try their luck in propagatiethey may not have been mature?
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Global Warming, the Elephant in the Room Jeff Hows, Sydney

The science of Global Warming is well established and widely published in the media and newspapers from the
early 1980sAwarenesgoes back far further than that. Svante ArrhenimSwedishscientist was the first to use
basicprinciples of physical chemistry to estimate the extent to which increases in atmospheric carbon dioxide are
responsible for the Earth's increagisurface temperature.

From an Australian Plants Society aspect it seems little attention has been given to Global Warming and the
Earths increasingemperaturerise and its implication on the world we live in. As well, wihags it means for us

as Growes of Australian Plants? So | thought | may add my comments and give a few facts on Global Warming
you may not be aware off.

I am writing this on the first day of Sydney’' s st a
coast droughtThese water restrictions, will | suspect, only affect those suburban keen gardeners as most home
owners suffer from plant blindness as they do no gardening maintenance at all, let alone watering (what is a
hose?).

As for those of us who are keen gardenansl love growing and caring for plants and creating a pleasant
environment to appreciate nature, this drought and increasing water restriction will affect the way we garden. Do
we only select tough and hardy plants that may not have been our first ondestwice pre drought? Do we

have less plants to minimise root competition? Do we install another water tank (if there is room as my current
tank is empty) to help cope? Do we not grow shrubs and plant more trees to capture carbon? OR do we continue
as namal with increasing water use? Choices will need to be made.

To end | would like to add a few facts about Global Warming that you may not be aware off.
1 Inthe past 100,000 years there has only been two generally stable periods of climate according to
Ridard Alley the first was when the ice sheets were biggest and the worlds was coldest. The second

is the period we are |living in now. For the rest
1Richard Blane Alley (born 18 August 1957) idmericangeologistand Evan PugRrofessr of Geoscienceat
Pennsylvania State Universitide has authored more than 240 refereed scientific publications about the
relationships between Earthtsyospherendglobal climate change

1 The present period from the last ice age from around 10,000 years the world has been as warm as it is
today. This allowed agriculture to commence and the growth of cities. There has been a few hiccups
along the way to the present day. Two of many were: 5,500 years ago there was a sudden
aridification of the Sarah from wet to dry and from 1300 to 900, North America was experiencing a
near permanent drought.

1 If EI Nino becomes seméermanent there wilbe longer droughts for Australia, the Asia monsoon
could fail and the Amazon could become drier with increased fires.

T Changes in the Earth’s environment can occur as |
happened in the past, it appears.

1 For overl00 years we have been ignoring the warning signs as we head towards one of many
environmental tipping point.

Back to my gardening dilemma- | will do little hand watering from now on, except for key plants | do not want
to lose and observe how droughtardy my plant selections are.
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Creating a Roadside Verge Garden Dan ClarkeSydne

ED: Dan Clarke presented on his new roadside verge garden at the APS Sutherland Group September 2019 mee
and wrote this article which appeared in the APS Sutherland October 2019 newsletter.

Planning

| presented my road verge garden (not fully comethtat the Septembe2019meeting. The garden has been

installed for about 5 months.The main reason | was able to install the garden is because my property falls within
the Sutherland Shire Greenweb mapping. This mapping serves the purpose of coiadingrbity areas in the

Shire and many residential areas are mapped as potential linkages to biodiversity areas. Therefore, the Greenwel
initiative provides for planting of locally indigenous plantings in such areas to enhance local native habitat and
create habitat corridors. However, this does not mean you cannot install a verge garden irGresenweb

area, or in another Council area.

When planning a road verge, it is important to consult your Council first and then be sure to plan it out, deciding
where you want plants, paths and other features. Be sure to ask Council if you are entitled to any free native
tubestock. | obtained 100 tubes from Sutherland Council community nuasety have only used 50 so far.

Beware the 5PQ
Firstly, consideratiomust be given to the 5'F:.
Pedestrians some of who may havyerams Powerlines Postman(or Postlady) anéarked/Parking cars

To quickly cover these:
Pedestrians (with or without Prams) must be able to walk through the garden unimpeded.

Plantsinstalled in the garden must not interfere with any Powerlines.

The Postman/Postlady must be able to conduct their work unimpeded.

Parking cars must also be unimpeded by any planted vegetation.

It is also important to not block traffic views, which midpiaippen if the garden was on a street corner.

= =4 —a —a A

| would strongly advise that space is left for a footpath (if there is not one already). These are typically 900 mm
wide. This path can be left as turf or constructed of gravel or mulch. If Council decidetatba formal footpath
later, thenthis is possible without destruction of the garden

Getting started

My verge is about 60 m@G wide x 20 m long).

| removed the grass and then planned out a series of garden beds with a pathway in the centre. éateshHi3

Pine (90 mm x 45 mm x 2.4 m lengths) to construct my beds (screwed together) and then filled them with soil
borrowed from minor excavations elsewhere on my property. | then overlaid the path area with crushed blue
metal dust and compacted it.

| then asked a local tree lopping service for some free mulch. This can be a risky strategy as the lopping service
will simply want to dump at least half or all of their load on your doorstep and the mulch may contain anything in
terms of plant species, incluty weeds. | was lucky enough to get a load of Liquidamber mulch, which seems
benign enough, and will add much needed organic matter to my soil.

Getting feedback

My other tips are to install a few sections at a time and see how neighbours and anyoneaelseto the space.

So far, all of my feedback has been positive and | really love to see people strolling through the space and taking
in. | must complete it when | get a chance!
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Species used
| have chosen a mix of species from low grasses tdshnuitrees.
R w" ' Banksia serrata

e O ol Banksia marginata
il Breynia oblongifolia
Ceratopetalum gummiferum
Grevillea buxifoli@ubsp buxifolia
Hakea sericea
Isopogon anemonifolius
Isotoma axillaris
Olearia microphylla
Persoonia pinifolia
Poa labillardieri
Prostantherancisa
Themeda triandra

UPDATEA second Australian Garden Design Bapélectronically?

As long time members will know it was always the intention to use the proceeds from the firsteagbkred by
Diana Snape anpublished in 2002) toward the creatiof a second book which developed the original content
further in response to evethanging conditions and requirements in garden design with Australian PTduigs.
was discussed at the 2019 ANPSA Conference in Albany and a precis of discussimhsdedsnthe November
2019 Newsletter. Although we have received a few comments and suggestions from members sincélibea,
effectivelyput the book/fact sheets on the back burner for the momeneto time constraints.

A Book or Fact Shee? Chris Larkin Victoria
ED:Chris has recentlyfferedsome very interesting thoughts and these are pertinent extracts.

“I think the hard reality iswhen was a book ever written by a large group of people unless they are each given,
for instance, free reign over a chapter. Although
group, the reality is it was largely written by her with othpeople contributing in some waysiana always said
that being able to source great pictures to illustrate what you have to say was the most difficult thing of all

“Understanding garden desigithe things to take into consideration when designingasden— makes it

extremely complex. The list of things to take into consideration, at every step along the way, is long, and the big
picture must always be kept in mind. | learned about garden design by reading, visiting gardens and analysing
them, and absely observing my own garden with that critical eye always evaluating. Through this kind of
education | could then make changes to my garden, big and small, always striving to improve its hard structure
design and planting design.

“The ‘' bi g vigion af thalfinighed,gardeh afew years into the future, is made difficult by a lack of
Australian plant gardens around us in the suburbia where most of us live. What examples do we have to follow?
How do we get to see how a range of plants grow anduaesl to good effect in the home garden? When |
started | knew close to nothing about Australian p
my state has been extremely useful. If you want to garden with Australian plants then yduamksarn a lot

about the plants.

“How to proceed with respect to a *“book’ or “fact
realistically the only way to proceed is with the latter. Decisions will need to be made about topicagaltho

think there should be the flexibility for topics to arise out of interest, and certainly an editorial team will have to
ensure the quality and accuracy of what is put out. Each fact sheet needs to deal with some issue at sufficient
length and with afficient authority to be worthwhile. Maybe fact sheets will evolve to be more about solving
design problems and reworking gardens than dealing with garden design theory because knowing what is
involved in designing a gcarrodhegive yowtme framewod fovgoingyalooutr p r
designing your garden.”
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Using GDSG funds wisely Jeff Hows, Sydney NSW
It is good to have discussions regarding best use of our funds as they are nearly all the result of Dianna Snape
donating the royéies of her two books to the GDSG.

The last large outlay that | was involved with, was the project to digitise our past newsletters which was very
successful.

| would advise against producing a paper book. My current experience in working with lidelmsarly 10 years,
sorting up to 1000 donated books each week has shown me that the majority of gardening/landscaping books are
10 to 15 plus years old and most are too old to be saleable and are recycled. | suggest we consider some type of
e-format andif so do we do it for free or how do we charge for downloads?

Having a |l ook at garden design with native plants
Here in Sydney land sizes have shrunk and house size increased to the poiptrafvaml a courtyard to fill with
plants. Also the proliferation of home units, limi@rdening to a few pots.l have also noted that a lot of people

moving into my older established nei g-ididenensdéiterod s uf
because they have little time to garden OR just cannot see how feral their garden is becoming. | pity the
‘gardener’ that comes every 6 months to sort it ou

We would also need to have some constructive comments on the increasing effect of thelapgk in our

climate and how this will affect our designs and plant selection.

The article in NL 109 Characteristics of Water Efficient Plants by Colleen Keena, Qld was brilliant and should be
printed out and used as reference by all gardenersinghese nvi r onment changing ti me

I would also advise against using too many detailed plants lists as they are only really applicable to the gardens
specific site. | have found it is getting harder, especially in Sydney, to source a wide range qfiaatsye
however that may not apply to other states.

Another aspect to consider is how many members have that special gift of turning garden design into words (I do
not).

Canberramembers visitMelbourne Words, Ros Walcott; Photos, Ben Walcda®tanberra

This November the Daytime Activities Group (DAGs) and the Garden Design Study Group (GDSG) of Australian
Native Plants Society Canberra Region (ANPSC), 18 of us in all, travelled to Melbourne to see some gardens and
nurseries. The weather w&ind to us, except for one memorable day, 41 degrees, howling gale, red dust and
smoke. We had a marvelous trip, met some distinguished gardeners, and came back to Canberra with plenty of
new plants.

The first garden was that of Shirley Carnin Monb8lk.i r | ey’ s
garden is relatively new, only six years old, a long, rectangular
shape, and one quarter acre in area. We were all amazed by the
progress Shirley had made in only six years. The garden looks
mature, with many well grown mallee eucalypts sheltgrm

dizzying array of interesting shrubs. Shirley loves the colour blue in
the garden, so there were many shrubs with blue flowers of

varying shades. Shirley added topography to her gently sloping
block by creating a number of mound gardens and addingstock
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We visited Cranbourne, Royal Botanic Gardens of Victoria to see the progress made since we were last there,
soon after the opening of the second half of this ambitious native garden. The vast expanse of the Red Sand
Garden, dotted with grey foliaggas still mind expanding, artde growth of the tall kangaropaws fringing the

area was dramatic. We were ably guided around the many different gardens by Alex and Wendy Smart, who have
been watching the growth of the gardens since its inception.

Aitchison/Guymer garden Central rock pool Bridge to creek & borrowed landscape from bridge to house

Bill Aitchs on and S ypmper®yinPonealewas the first of three habitatgardens Bi | | and Sue
has been featured on Gardening Australia in July 2019. Sue and Bill have created a one acre naturalistic garden
centred around a Philip Johnson designed rock pool which attracts all forms of wildlife. They have been adding to
their I andscape for over 30 years now and some of
on their block includes a smaitream right near the house so that they can enjoy the sound and sight of water at

all times. Extending their environment is nearby Mullum Mullum Creek wildlife corridor which provides a green
backdrop to the garden.

e

Yarra garden Small informal pdis meander through gardensn ideal way to observe species closely Billardiera ringens
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Pam Yar r snmHesathmantisa emature habitat garden crammed with many interesting trees and shrubs
which give shelter to wildlife. Theshaded dr yness of the garden | imits P
created for birds in particular is well worthwhile. Pam has noticed many species of butterflies and bees in her
garden, including blubanded bees. There are no grassed areas in the gasdemany informal paths winding

through the shrubs and trees. One sitting area featurd&llrdiera ringen# full glory.(Photos page 15)

Z ] Bev Fox' sheBasimiglen at
ﬂ also a habitat garden, which was
proved conclusively while we were
there by the sight of two Ring
Tailed Possums sleeping peacefully
in the quiet shady garden. This
garden is also one quarter acre in
area and a long rectangular shape.
Bev hastacked the garden with

star plants, one of which was
Boronia fraserLorne form, which
was in full flower during our visit.

Fox garden back garden packed W|th mterestlng plants view from house

Bob and Dot O’ Neill ' s ga&wnaean i n
area and is another relatively new garden, nine years old. This
garden was also featured on Gardening Australia five years ago
when it was quite new, and recently in August 2019 to celebrate

the subsequent plant growth. This packed one acre s 8wl

Dot ' s i de a —thdy didlosvivaansuchZarger garden for
many years before ‘retiring’ to
garden (80m) is a totdle-force of massed plantings of over one
hundred and twenty different correas, a favourite plapecies.

Not just correas though, marBrachychiton rupestrjsvhich have

grown particularly well in a short time. Also in this area is the
strikingGastrolobium aff. coriaceavith its shaggy blooms. Bob is

now becoming enthusiastic abottibbertias which he considers
underused in the garden. Bob and Dot have an amazing variety of
plants in their garden, including a spectacular display of two
standardGrevillea ‘* WendyeSumanid ‘' Billy Bc
wheels which allow their prolific flowers to drip down at eye level.

Invitation to come inside the outside

We also visited Bushland Flora and Kuranga native nurseries and stocked up on many special plants. We
thoroughly enjoyed our visit and thank our waerul Melbourne hosts for their generosity.
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Foundation Plantsn the Walcott Garden, Red Hill

Words, Ros Walcott; Photos, Ben Walcdftanberra

Ourone hectaregardenwas plantedn 2003 in the middle of th&lillenniumDrought. This meant that many
plants that we wanted were not available and that some plants did not survive the lack of overhead protection,
the heat and the very dry conditions.

Avariety of watles were planted 16 Acacia boormanior Snowy

River Wattle, Acaciacardiophyllaor West Wyalong Wattle, and

10 Acacia spectabilisr Mudgee Wattle. Onécacia melanoxylon
planted itself by hitching a ride on a Tree Fern trunk and outlasting
the fern.This volunteer tree is now the largest of our wattles. We
still have many of our origindlcacia boormanniaround the fence
line and have added another 18. These shrubs are not large, bloom
extravagantly in the spring and have attractive silvery folidoge is
popular with Silvereyes and other small birds. This wattle species
comes with a warning that it may sucker, but we have not had any
suckers on our property. The other wattles have not fared so well.
All have been removed now for failure to thrivdth@mugh some have lasted up to the last few years. Bath
cardiophyllaand A. spectabilisre beautiful plants when they are growing well and they provided much needed
shade and sheltenithe early days of our garden.

One Araucaria bidwillior Bunya Pin@lantedat the front of our
property. We covered it during the first winter, as young plants are
sensitive to frost. However, this tree has thrived and grown to 10
metres high and produces large female cones each year with edible
seed much ppreciated by cockatoos and parrots. The dense

prickly foliage is popular with Régrowed Finches which weave

their graceful grass nests under its protecti&maise their young.

Around the large pond we planted Baloskion tetraphylluer
Tassel Cor&ush which were attractive for several years and then
began to disappear none are left now, but the pond is full of
other native reeds which protect young fish.

Sx of our local banksi®anksia marginatar Silver Banksia. These
grew well and producedttractive yellow cones with plenty of
nectar for the birds. In fact, YelleWailed Black Cockatoos quietly
attacked a couple of trees and damaged them extensively. The
silver backed foliage as it moves in the wind has been a valued
asset. All but one hanow been removed. The remaining Silver
Banksia droops over our lily pond and remains a favourite tree for
small birds. We also planted oBanksia serratar Old Man
Banksia. This tree has grown well and is developing the wrinkled
trunk that makes oldespecimens so attractive. It bloomed well for
a couple of years, but has not bloomed now for five years. Why?
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Anumber of different callistemons, 63allistemon salignu®r the

hedge along the front of the property, augmented by 20

Callistemon F ir raenld ’ Fai r hcCallidteménominalis and
‘Hannah Ra yspecies Was ehoserefar theebeautiful pink

new growth that fits in with the hedges &hotinia robusta rubra

which are commonly grown in Red Hill. This species has grown

from miniscue to about 5m high and blooms well each year.

We also planted fiv€allistemon Ki ngs Par k Speci a
row in the back garden to give some shade and blossom. These
shrubs haveperformedwell, grown to 4 metres high and bloom

every year.

Fve Casuarina cunninghanor River Oak and three of these
survive. Two were totally trashed by the fall of a large pine tree
(Pinus radiatain July 2016. One Casuarina has grown particularly
well as it has its roots close to our largest pond. Rain oretinees

of casuarina is a beautiful sight and the red fluffy blooms are also
attractive. The drooping branches are elegant, although do get
nipped off by cockatoos.

I n Ben’s courtyard we planted t|
never lived anywhere beferwhere lemons would grow. These

three trees produce enough fruit to satisfy ourselves, our family,

many friends and also two restaurants which we frequent. The

lemons are particularly juicy and delightfully tangy.

We planted 34Correa Du s ky B ebriteasglabréa Wd n2 6 r
Gl ow’ ( now mo r @orrea glabraeCecotl liyb acna IR i ev
During the first summer hot spe!
succumbed, but mo st of the corr
Gl ow’ h a v e ubed every twol yeats dnd pow form a
pleasing mass under the original cypress trees.

Two CorymbiagC. citriodorgLemon Scented Gum) ad maculata
(Spotted Gum). The Lemon Scented Gum has grown to 10m,
blooms for a short time each year and the foliagergs the whole
back garden whenever it rains. The Spotted Gum (a coastal tree)
has grown to be the tallest of all our planted trees. In the truly
appalling frost of two years ago all the leaves turned bronze and
we thought that we would lose thigaluabletree. However, it has
rallied and the leaves have turned green again.

Two hundredviro tubes ofDianella tasmanicagr Flax Lily, and these have not been successful. Originally they
were in too much sun and we moved them into the shade where they thridedvever, about ten years ago,

most Dianella in Canberra contracted a disease which causes their flower buds to remain closed and droop. We
had planted a number of different dianellas over the years, but all have contracted this disease and we have
removed most of them.
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Twenty threeDicksonia antarcticar Tree Fern, and these were
immediately attacked by a persistent crew of cockatoos which left
them looking battered. We ended up moving all 23 closer to the
house where the birds are not so bold. TheelFerns have

thrived, even those in full sun. Of course, the Crimson Rosellas do
wreck the fronds later in the season when the spores develop, but
that is after the magnificent specticof the new fronds unfurling.

Twenty twoElaeocarpuseticulatus' Pi ma Donna’', or Blueberry Ash, and
the damage caused by severe frost two years ago. These trees have flowered only a few times, after rain, but
when they do, are very beautiful. When not flowering they provide glgssye en f ol i age f or a
in Canberra.

FHve Hakea salicifoliaor Willowleaved Hakea, but only one of these remains. The others were comprehensively
shredded by Black Cockatoos.

TwelveLeptospermum Aphr odi t e’ , d e vseryeagr Eahbeaa by BetlemOdaregshawuThese

plants have been trimmed up from the base to show off their slender, winding stems. They bloom every year with
pink and green flowers, large or small, depending on the amount of rain we have received,lyvmigabscopic

this year with only 390mm of rain!).

Twenty fiveLomandra leucocephaldut have ended up giving most of these to other gardeners. They are very
dependable, but somewhat coarse in the garden.

ElevenadvancedXanthorrhea australisput unfortunately two of these were stolen after three years. The
remainder have bloomed on and off, and look iconic all year round.

Performing an
inventory on your
foundation plants is
a valuable exercise,
as | find that | have
forgotten how hard
it was toget these
plants established
and how useful they
are in the garden. |
do tend to take
them for granted
and move on in the
garden to more
delicate plants, but
without their shelter
and backbone the
garden would be
poor indeed.
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PLANTS IN DESIGN

Someplantsthat work well in my garden JeffHowes- Sydney NSW
An interesting topic with many factote consider irafew words. In selectinglants | have to consider my dry
environment, yes in the northern end of Sydney, mainly dueto averyl@geghbour ' s eucal ypt

boundary.
For a few years | favoured the greyish leaf@dstringiaspecies of which many are available. However they
present a problem as they age. Unl ess constant pru

is undertaken on older plants they either fail to shoot or die. So, | have moved away from these plants over the
yearﬂ.l try to plant at least three in number plants miostspecies at any one time, to maintain symmetry.

In my long termgarden(30 plus years) the first plant | grew from segas
Senna artemisiode#t very showy in flower and seed, is hardy with no extra
water and can be pruned into hard wood and grows no higher than 1.2m.
Another of my long term favourites Rhilotheca myopwides they are

hardy and grow in dappled light and full sun and again only grow to about
1.5m tall and can be pruned heavily.

Another plant that looks promising (early dayspi®villeaL i n d Birkkan’ s
oval leaf form ofG. victoriae My year old plants are growing quickly,hope
will be long lived as they haggeat form& need little watering.

| could not write this without saying a few words abd&anksia spinulosa great foliage plant, hardy and is a no
water plant, in Sydney and finally theyJugavery attractive flowerg hardy and very attractive foliage,
hedging/screen planis Syzygium paniculatumwarf (MagentaCherry)

Another semi rainforest plant | have been growing for a long time and one
we all should be growing Archirhodomyrtudecklerj the RoseMyrtle. It

can grow to 6nmbut my plants say around the 3 to 4m height. Prolific
pink/white, highly scented flowers afellowed by red berries. They are
easily propagated from seed.

Another plant that | have used extensively in my gargethe kangaroo Paw
AnigozanthosAlthough whoever promotes them as hardy, low
maintenance and water wideas never asked for my commentdind they
need a fair amount of water in spring to flower, then after flowering they
need to be cut close to thground. All up, a plant | classify as high
maintenance. My favourite is the low growidgBush Pearl that flowers
most of the year (with water).

Unfortunatelyl have had no long term success with Correas as my
situation/soil is all wrong for them angbhave given up even thinking about them.

One of my stand alone feature plants is a graff&a@villea georgianaGreat in flower and has only one problem
and that trying to cut the flowers to puhia vase is a painful exercise.

Lomandraglauca¥. f dzS wA R3ISQ Leanne DunneBrisbane, Qld
’;%: Some years ago | i ntr oldmandradglaca Bdu é f

Ri dge’' expanding across the middl e
metre wide garden is designed in a more naturalistic style with mostly dry
sclerophyll species. The scabtered

metres throughout the centref this section and are dispersed amongst
varying species of small shrubs and other grasses. As the name suggests,
the distinctivepowder blueleaves which darken to green as they mature
are a wonderful contrast ofardglow our
maintenance drought tolerantomandrawhichis highly recommendd.
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Potted native plants growing in shade or courtyard planting Brenda Meehar-Brisbane, Qld

e e

&

Medicosma cunninghamii  Castanospermum australe

Costus potierae Pittosporum revolutumr

< Cousin It, Yellow Buttons, Fairy Grass,
White daisiesHibiscus and Plectranthus

Failing Balcony Gardeim Mackay/(fromopen gardesin Canberra) Pamela Finger MackayQ

| am in the category of HELP requiredfter 30 years of having gardens in what is considered a challenging
climate (Canberra) | am being completely overwhelmed by the new cigaleof what to grow and how to grow
a balcony garden in Mackajn Canberra | just needed to worry about the frosts, then hot winds and extended
dry periods. A good drip watering system and sensible plant placement was all that was redjhiaedew ts
and the few | had where either ground orchids or ferns which drained freely to the ground.

A balcony mmm . . .My first choices wre ferns which worked in
Canberra, however the winds on a balcony have knocked them
around. | have decided pots ampot designed for balconiesSelf
watering pots are either too dry or too welVith mosquitos being
unwanted visitors using saucers is not really an option. If the plug
in the bottom is outdirty water covers the balcony and they lose
all the water then go too dry.Second getting water to the

pots. No tap on the balcony so it is hand waterifitliing the
watering can from the nearby bathroom but travelling over carpet.
Thus leaving my garden is difficult, the neighbour kindly offers to
water the plants, but tends to overwater.
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| have decided amnovative solution is requiredut | would like

some feedback before | put it into operation as it is

irreversible. Using my experience putting in watering systems
reverse the purpose and use them for drainage. Thus drill holes

the correct size about a CM above the bottom of the potinect

to a hose whicldrains fromhigher potsto the lower pots and in

the endwill be directed to go straight into the balcony drage

This then leaves a small amount of watertz¢ bottom of the

‘s evatdring pot but the soil above this gets free drainagedo

intend to experiment with a short hose connected to the shower
outlet, however | could not trust this while away, sty neighbour

1 will still be called upon.

ED: Pam I think | understand your hydraulics and expect it relates to the tlered garden troughs” You could consid
making thepolypipedrainingfromthe uppertroughA y 12 | W¢ Q ¢ A (i éistribhdfeNdeeNdnli A 2 v &
across theentire soil surfacen the next lower troughWater application rates would need to be carefully

estimated and monitored to suppiequate moisture to each trougevelR2 6y G KS Wi I RRSND® /

Garden Courtyard in Bl&butt, Q Wendy Benfer SEQ hinterland

It began as a dog enclosure, functional but not very attractive. There were a few plants: A Tafephamia
japonicaon the fenceHibiscus splenderfa/hich died) andicalypha penduléStrawberry Firetails) as a
groundcover. There are still a fecalyphagplants, but we are gradually removing them.

Because this was the view from our kitchen window, we decided to make some changes. The fibreglass sculpture
given to us by our neighbour, was in a neglected state. We had it repaired, and it became the focal point. It was
gi ven t he namayisitor\sho had &traeted biidsby placitbg a small amount of water in the

hollows made by the arms. A narative, Nasturtium officinale Watercress, has been planted in one of these. The
intention is to make the sculpture a water feature so some ofglamts surrounding it are bog plants, growing in

pots which are buried completely or partially in the ground.

As we only started the project in September 2019,

it is still in its early stagesthis is the Species List.

Centratherum riparian
Commelina diffusa
Cordyline murchisoniae
Crinum pedunculatum
Cullen tenax
Dendrobium kingianum
Dendrobium speciosum
Dianella tasmanica
Dichondra repens
Einadia nutans
Eugeniareinwardtiana
Glycosmis trifoliata
Hibiscus splendens
Hypoestes floribunda
Jasminum didymium
Juncus prismatocarpus
Juncus usitatus

Mazus pumilio
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Acacia decora Pretty Watte

Adiantum hispidulum Rough Maidenhair Fern
Alocasia brisbanenesis  Cunjevoi

Alpinia caerulea Redback Native Ginger
Apium annuum Sea Celery

Bulbine sp Native Leek

A Native Daisy
Native Wandering Jew

Swamp Lily

Emu Foot

Pink Rock Orchid

King Orchid
Tasmanian Flax Lily
Kidney Weed

Saltbush

Coastal Cherry
Pink-fruited Lime Berry

Slender Jasminum
Branching Rush
Common Rush
Mazus

Melaleuca (Calistemon) sp Red Rocket
Melaleuca viminalis cultivarLittle Silver
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Melaleuca viminalis cultivarLittle Silver

Murdannia graminea Slug Herb
(why call such a pretty plant this name?)
Oplismenus aemulus Creeping Beard grass
Orthosiphon aristatus Cat Whiskers
Proiphys cunninghamii Brisbane Lily
Ranunculus inundates River Buttercup
Scaevola cultivar Fan Flower
Sesuvium portulacastrum Sea Purslane
Stephania japonica Tape Vine
Tetragonia tetragonioides Warrigal Greens
® A : Viola betonicifolia Arrow-leaved Violet
Y ; Xyris complanata Feathered Yellow eye / Hatpin
| ot S e b P

Murdannnia graminea serendipitous discovery
among the grass at Nanango dump!

ED:The town oBlackbuttis locatedn the South Burnett Regioof Queensland166 km northwest ofBrisbane
within undulatingto steep forest clad hills, just easttbé Bunya MountainsThis selection afpeciesollectively
createsa suitable character for the courtyard thiahveobviouslybeen selected to respond to and wavith the
localdrier climaticregimeand geologicatonditions.

Notes from Members

Drought biting hard in Keena garden! Colleen Keea- Brisbane, Qld Dec 2019
Our poor garden is so sad. Trees have lost leaves to such an extent that we now hear everything that happens
around us. As in the previous drought, some plants, especHilyiscus divaricatuts nd it s seedl i ng

to realise it is drought.

Bottlebrushes are looking good here and around this area, both whaMeteleucaand CallistemonGrevilleas
are also looking fine.

The wind the other day showed the back@&fevillea robustédeaves and they looked great.

Thereare a dozen or so sedbwn'Gu mb y  GRittagperum, angustifoliumhere and probably even more self
sown seedlings dCupaniopsis parvifolium

Neither of these so far show any ill effects of the dry conditions.

When it does r ai nsurviveecortihue tp spedd around. what has

More Droughtinformation from Colleen

As the drought has made growing edible plants more difficult in the garden, we leaveificreasingly growing

edibleplants in pots in our Courtyard, which is just behind kitehen. This also assists uslzending isi0 longer

so easy.The majority of plants are not native plants but we do include these when we can.

Plantsfall into 4 categories: flowers withdible petals, herbs, vegetables, particularly leafy greens gatd

levels of leaf protein and fruits.

1 Viola banksiNative Violet is casding over the edge of a tabdsd has formed such a dense screen that the

base of the table is no longer visible

Mentha australifNativeMint is grown in a pot so it can be controlled.

Abelmoschus manihdg ane of my favouritevegetables, espéally delicious in an omelettdt took us a long

time to get a formwhich flowers but was worth the wait. This leafy green has good levels of Idafrpro

1 Davidsonia jerseyiangas mal | f or m o f, an@mayfavairgeosmatowigbyaygium * Sel ec
F o r ané two native fruitdn an adjacent shadbhouse.

1 Rubus probublative Raspberry has been tried in the courtyahd fruiting has beeamazing.

1
1

Recent temperatures have been over 42 C and we are finding that some pladtsnoee controlled watering
thanthey have had so far in the courtyard. We are now in the process of deciding waidh f retain in the
courtyardand which will ganto the large shadéiouse as it has an automatic watering system.
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A Most Awful Summer! Ros Walcott, Canberra

January 8This has been a most awful summer so far. We have had tremendous heat, record drought and
hazardousailEvi dent |l y air becomes hazardous at 200 what e
5,000. Worse than Delhi! So we are wearing masks to go out into the gavderare watering our garden as best

we can, but have had a lot of plants dieisljust too hot, 42 deg.C today. We cannot do much at all, except sit

inside away from the smoke for most of the dagst rain we had was on November2020 sounds like such an
auspicious yeaut is not starting well in Oz.

January 16Weare still emuring the most awful weather, hot, dry and smoky. Yesterday we visiteddira T
Australisgarden for the first time in about a month, as it has been closed because of poor air quality. The same
with the ANBG. We went in feand trepidation thinkinghat the garden would look horrendous, but it was okay!

We were so relieved. THdacrozamias verybrown, but still has some green in it, so there is hope yet. The

{ Ol S @ imhghificent, blooming their heads off and the clumpB@ichyscome ramosissimuare spreading

and looking very cheerful. We have had very few plant deaths for such a terrible period. We are supposed to get
rain today, the first since the beginning of November, so fingers crossed.

We were very sad to hear that the marvellous gardédahn and Carol Stanton, Stokes Bay Bush Gardens, was
totally destroyed in the Kangaroo Island fires. That garden was a lifetime achievement and now has gone. All
Australians are enduring losses at the moment. We HB@SG members aoeping with conditios.

January 21%ailageddoghit! We were in town, gery car in the street was damaged, including ours. Windscreen
smashed, whole car dented, metalwakewwhiff When we got home the whole kitchen area was under water.
Ben mopped and mopped artdlen wewere sitting down and suddenly whoosh, the whole ceiling dropped out of
the larder onto the floor. The huge golf sized hailstones had backed up on the roof and caused it to collapse.
What a messall we hare been doing is clean up. In the gardeaves wee stripped off the bushes and trees, but
they will grow back. A sadder sight is the pond full of shredded waterlilies, leaves and flowers in strips.
Everywhere smells of vegetatioWhat next indeed??What a summer we are having in OZheers, Ros

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Coming¥ D | NIR/&nys@heck out the ANPSA Website for specific details and gédenactivities
Please sendnyinformation forW DI NR Sy yBudrBgioitaipfdmdteyinthe next Newsletter

Welcome to new memberg we look forward to youactiveparticipation in the study group
Del Harland WA VernaCornford Qld;Maureen Sheargold Qldylallee Eden NSWRaina Emerson NSW

Current Membership171- including9 posted Newsletter& 159emailNewsletters

¢ NB I & dzNB NikuansoyeddoLJ2 NJi
Generalaccount:  $ 4,993.44

Term Deposit: $ 27,492 .2](reinvested includindnterest of $628.38 for 12 months to Januargs, 2023
TOTAL: $32,379.72

Membership year July 1—June 30 Membership dues payabénnuallyas follows:
Email Newsletter FREE Posted Riper Newsletter ~ $20.00per annum

Payment by chequer EFT to:  ANPSA Garden Design Study Group  B&B,032Account ZB385
PLEASE ENSURE THHAOURNAMEIS CLEARLEENTEREDN THE ELECTRONIC TRANSFER DETAILS

ANPSA Garden Design Study Grdugwsletter
Publishedquarterlyin FebruaryMay, Augustand November.
CopyDeadline:first day of thepre-publication month although earlier submissions will bearmlywelcomed by the Editor.
Newsletter Editor: Lawrie Smith, 38 Sandpiper Avenue NORTH LAKES Q 4509
Phone: 0411 228 900 Email.displays@npg.org.au
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Garden Design in Courtyards Rhonda Daniels, Sydney

As a gardener in a courtyard for nearly 20 years, these are my tips. My main design issue is how to get height
without bulk to screen the walls which create a courtyard. My walls include lovely common brick but also
Colourbond fencingat least it is eudspt-coloured. A 2 m high x 2 m wide shrub is fine in a garden, but doesn't
leave much room for anything else in a courtyard. One solution has been to use climbers.

I have timber lattice trellises attached to the brick walls which support Clematis amtbRs. These work well

but the growth does occur at the top, leaving the bottom bare. | also have wire climbing cones in garden beds
which are good for Hardenbergia violacea, which is almost slikabn its bushiness, and Hibbertia scandens.
These do @b over anything and everything, but can easily be cut back.

| have also gone for upright plants in pots including Kangaroo paws, and plants with long linear foliage such as
Xanthorrhoea, Orthrosanthus, Cymbidium suave and grasses. | have many pjaoits imhich allows a greater
diversity of plants in a small space, but pots do need regular watering (a lesson learnt the hard way of course). |
have also suspended a hanging basket with Goodenia ovata from a tree branch to attract the eye up at fence
height, butit dries up easily and the natural basket fibres do attract some bird interest.

Growing Wildflowers in Gardens David Hockings, Queensland

ED: This is an excerpt from a lengthy article by David Hockings published in the Australian PraitgdiduiNo

37 December 1968 in which he provides excellent comment and information about growing Australian wildflowers
out of their ecological situations. From the earliest days of SGAP until the day he died in 2017 David was an activi
member and his lawledge of native plants, their uses, pests and diseases was phenomenal and freely shared.

The beauty of our plants is in the character of the individual blooms and in the graceful form of the plants, not in
symmetry. It's their sweeping lines or unust@im, an intangible something that characterises the Australian
bush. As we experiment with various native plants we must constantly measure them up to see they reach the
requirements that make them worth cultivating. Some improve florally with cultivatidhers run more to

foliage. So many need trying we can't waste time and space with the doubtful ones.

Showiness is of course one of the main basic reasons why we should cultivate a plant. Flower for flower or more
accurately plant in bloom for plam ibloom, a large number of our plants can easily hold their own with the
exotics. Sometimes our plants only do this where they grow naturally or in certain aspects.

We can so easily get carried away with a couple of flowers of something that is a teaveamother state. Look
critically at it- is it just a couple of tiny flowers on a spindly or sickly plant? Does it fill a place here? We are trying
to gain a place for our natives among the accepted garden plants. They have to appeal to everyondiby sta

their own virtues as ordinary plants. Plants have no special virtue merely because they are native. They have to
compare as shrubs. The general public doesn't always see them as a native plant enthusiast does.

Adaptability is the second of thesasic qualities we must look for in natives. It may be beautiful where it grows
naturally in the bush or in cultivation in a different climate from here but how does it look in your garden. It must
grow satisfactorily and flower well when it is cultivatedhtil a plant has been tried in a district it is difficult to

know how it will behave. We need enthusiasts in all parts of the statenation,and on different soils.

A garden needs to be planned carefully to show off natives in a way that willtegvéirem. You can have a
landscape planting which involves a certain amount of duplication for the sake of continuity or unity, or you can
have, as is too often the case with native gardens, a collecfighantswhere every plant is different.

Do our Australian native plants reach this standard in your garden?
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