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Should lowers be considered a bonus

embellishinghe landscape of a garden
as they provide colour in random ways
and at various timeduring the year?

ANPSA Garden Design Study Grougwsletter
Publishedquarterlyin FebruaryMay, August and Ne@mber.
CopyDeadline:first day of the publication month, although earlier submissions will be welcomed by the Editor.
Newsletter Editor: Lawrie Smith, 38 Sandpiper Avenue NORTH LAKES Q 4509

Phone: 0411 228 900 Emdisplays@npg.org.au
Receiving the Newsletteg are your contact details current?
Membership of GDSG covers a period of twelve thefrom July 1 to June 30

Please advise mi you wish to change yowontact details or how you wish to receive the Newsletter
or to discontinue membership Remember thatnembershipfor emailed Newsletterss FREE
However if you prefer a copypostedthere is an annualfee of $20 to cover printing and postage.

Newslettertiming & Themes Issue  date Theme
These are the 2019/20 Newsletter dates and themes: 114 February Time as a Desigdonstraint

115 May W2 KI Q& dzINKX2 ¢
Issue date Theme
112 August FIRE risknd Garden design! Please ensure that your submissions reach the edi
113  November Perfume & Aroma in the garden at least two weeks before the publication month.
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The EditocComments

Hello everyone!

2Sff L GK2dAKG Yeé 2 LIS distybihgeSorgh in zhalEeBrua® 2dfioh$ 110 But whdS NB
could have imagined that the world we onkeew would so rapidly collapsender the massive disruption of the
Corona Virus pandemic! Everything about our lives has changed almost overnight; we wonder if muspyrev
simple and fulfilling lifestyle will ever be the same agdih@nk goodness for our gardens!!!

Visit to Melbourne and the Grampians

The APS Groups at Maroondah and the Grampians invited me to be guest speaker at their February meetings. As
expectedthe members were very welcoming and it was wonderful to later visit a number of their gardens. In the
Grampians, John King my host, organised an excellent introduction to this wonderful region and | promised to
come back in a future spring to see thentlair best. Nicky Zanen my host in Melbourne made sure that not a
minute was wasted as we travelleder three dayso nineY S Y 6 $atde®, and to Maranoa Gardens, Kuranga
Nursery and Kawarra Gardensspent some private time with our grandson at Mohasd together we enjoyed
walking the gardens and landscapes at the university, then introduced himyi Bbtanic GardensCranbourne.

While thewonderful design and planting content of the various gardens visited was still fresh in myl mind
preparedarecordof my impressionso share with them This | always do fahe gardens visited by our local
Brisbane GDSGCongratulations and hearty thanks to each of the gardeners! It has been a privilege to visit and
to learn from your expertiseEveryoneplease accept my thanks for your time escorting me through your gardens
which all demonstrate the immense potential our native plants have for use in amenity landscape.

3 Garden Design Book still undecided

Bev Foxalso hosted a meeting of local GDSG members in her
gardenand although there was notlzig roll up,we considered
aspects of the role ahe Study Group and some of the ways we
could make it more relevant to memberslThe main topic of
conversatiorfollowed earlier discussions abowhether to use the
available funds in writing and publishing a new garden design,book
or alternatively preparing a series ilistratedfact sheets covering
aspects of garden design. The consensus was that withiGDSG
personnel resources, fact sheets may be more feastaléit would

. ; still need a major effort to plan, coordinate writers, edit the work,
=% preparegraphic design and make the sheatailable- possibly
through the ANPSA website. So the discussions continue.

Those present agreed that they would like to recommence the regutarpmeetings as organiseditially by

Diana Snapes each of the garden hosts for this visit said they valued the opportunity to discuss garden planning
and design issues with me.opefully Melbourne members are successful irestablishingheir group activities
asBrisbanemembersfind their bimonthly gettogethersso useful

Garden design to | would strongly recommend thaanywherewhere

minimise fire risk is there are sufficient GDSG members within close
the theme for the proximity to one anothe that organising these regular
August Newsletter; group visits toY' S Y 6 Qardieds will be very beneficial.

given the recent
0dzA KT A NS a5 Lakepoy inthig adition you will be able to read my impressions
sure many members of some of the gardens visited Melbourneand the

will want to share Grampians and compare these with two inner gjgrdens in

their ideas with us all. | Brisbane. ¢ SYLISNI 6S @Qa { dzo 4 NBLAO
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Extracts from Past Newsletterdssues 37 to 40

The GDSG Newsletter index on the ANPSA website is a great way to search out specific ideas and
recommendations offered bsnembers in relation to garden design over the yesiree the first Newsletter in
May 1993 There are many gems of inspiratieimilar tothe followingexcerptsbelow that areworth repeating
as they are still as relevant today as they were when firslipbed.

Make sure youead the full article of thesmferencess well aother articleson the GDSG Newsletter archives
section of the ANPSA website http://anpsa.org.au/design/desiews.hinl

Newsletter #37¢ February, 2002

Wi {YLFff !yAG DFNRSYQ Pat & John Webb, Vic

Some of you may recall John's article in NL 35 (August 2001), about our small unit garden in Berwick. Here's an
update, overview and evaluation. It is now nearly nine morihse we moved into our new home; some warmer
weather and some spring rrain (not enough really), and the garden is developing, albeit too slowly for me!

Wnomes5 SaA3dy LRSFAHQ Nicky Rose & Diana Snape Vic
Gnomes inhabit the kind of cheerful plots ththe great majority of people create around their houses,
contentedly smoking their pipes or dangling their fishing rods among borders awash with bright roses, dahlias,
begonias and busy lizzies. They have no place in the designer gardens . . . ..

Repot of NE Vic meeting at Mary Ward's Barbara Buchanan Vic
We were able to enjoy a picnic lunch, then spent time looking around the gardenThis is a very interesting
aedyz2Llaira 2F I YSY0OSNRA RAaAOdzaaAz2y thed Hipdt idmost kDK O 2

sharing knowledge about garden design issues.

Newsletter #38¢ May, 2002

Australia Day Speech Dr Tim Flannery

Our history and our ecology reveal just how superficial those roots (in this continent) are, for they reveal tha
most of us still live as people from somewhere else, who just happen to inteditetimes unsustainably,
ignorantly and destructivelythis marvellous continent " "For most of the past two centuries we have believed
that we could remake the continent. . .

WaSaae 902aedaisSyas hNRSNI & CNI YSaQ DrJoanlverson Nassaeur

"We know how to see ecological quality only through our cultural lenses and, through those lenses, it may or may
not look like nature. When the public is highly receptive to doing the right thing for the environment, scientific
answers about what is ecolmglly correct should be sufficient. But in fact social conventions keep the same

people who dress in green slogans dressing their homes and cities in homogenous plant communities where
Sy2N)¥2dza alLSOASE RAGSNEAGE 2y 0SS SEA&aGSRE

WDI NRS y-MétSpbltad FyleQ Pat Webb Vic

John & | recently had the opportunity of visiting two public gardens in Queensland where good design has createc
ideal environments for the enjoyment of Australian plants. The first was the Kershaw Gardens in Rockhampton,
the secoml was the Roma Street Parkland in Brisbane. . . . .

Newsletter #39¢ August, 2002

W2 22Cl OG2NAR Ay DIFNRSY 5SaAidayQ Geoff Simmons QlId

Most people are aware of those three wordthe ‘world wide web' of this computer ageeven someone who

doesn't use tis web, such as myself. However there are factors that | must take into account when | think about
my garden and these factors can also be summarised in WWW. They are weeds, water and wallabies.

Bhirley and Graham Fisher's garden

The use of WA coastahtive plants and a garden designed with a good bone structure were the keys to the work
carried out by Shirley and Graham Fisher in making a garden at their newly acquired house in the city of Bunbury
on the coast of WA.
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Wiy LYyGS3aNIr¥iSR DIFNRSyYyQ Jan Simgpon ACT
Jan refers to two methods of integrating exotics into an Australian native garden. The more obvious is the
separation method, keeping them in separate sections of the gardennot really integrated at all. The more
challenging is the blendingethod and Jan analyses aspects of this.

Newsletter #40¢ November, 2002

WLYGNRRdAzOAY 3 Y& 3II NRSYSNI ARSydGAdeQ Glenys Eskdale Vic

| enjoyed reading the two latest issues of the Garden Design Group, which you sent when | joined several months
ago. Ithought it would be a good idea to introduce myself, so here is my gardener identity. When | filled out the
form to register as a member of the Garden Design Study Group | was dismally unable to enter any qualifications
into the boxes provided as | am aryenew gardener.

Ww{SyasS IyR {SyadzZaftiieq Colleen Keena Qjd

Colleen subscribes to 'About Gardening' and the information below about a Symposium on 'Sense and Sensuality
comes from their recent Newsletter. Colleen says "l found the conceptdntergsting as | started to think about

lush, tasty Davidson's Plums (visual/taste), hymenosporum (perfume), the whisper of the wind in casuarinas, and
the feel of Hibiscus splendens (furry leaf). Interesting possibilities?? There are secret pleasungsinvtie

garden. It's a symphony of sensory stimulation!

WeKS 0SS AyOftdzaAzy 2F (NBSa Ay GKS 3II CRSMrkREA A Iy Q
..... A few trees were planted in the first stage of the garden's development; at each subsequent stage of
development gew more were added but not nearly as many as | now think are necessary. So why did | delay in
planting so many of the key structural elements in the plant design of the garden?

Newsletter #10 ¢ August, 1995

'An Australian Wildflower Grden'? Diana 8ape Vic
ED: This articlby Dianacaught my attention as | was searching the Newsletters orfzih&Gvebpage and
thought it was appropriate for this issues as we delve into colour in the garden.

Garden TypesApart from the 'bush garden’, there habeen to date only a few recognised types of Australian
(in GDSG sense) garden. These include gardens described by the group of plants they contain, eg fern or rainfore
gardens, or those belonging to a certain geographical location, asicbastal or alpe gardens. | think would
be helpful to encourage recognition of many different types of Australian garden which could be created. Raised

; awareness, both inside and outside SGAP, of different design possibilities will
help promote a diversity of appazhes which could then lead to a wider variety
of well-designedand fascinating gardens.

Wildflower: I'd like to consider a style which (until | find a better name) I'll call
an 'Australian wildflower garden'. It is certainly not intended to be a direct
replacement for a 'cottage garden', a much ovasrked and often disliked

i term. This term means different things to different people but usually implies
'flowers'- that is, flowers' from countries other than ours, belonging to
herbaceous plants rather &n '‘woody' shrubs. A minority of small Australian
plants havethis 'un! dza G NI £ A I {66k witrHs@itldwvérs ah@ar faliage
which suggest mild climates. For example there are many daisies, lilies and
other small tufted plants, scaevolas, damprgoodenias, violakythrum
saiicaria(Purple LoosestrifeRlectranthuspeciesPementia (Parahebe)
arenarig some creepers, and lots of other plants with which I am not familiar.
A small 'wildflower garden' composed entirely of such plants couldetigtutful

e ' ; and quite 'cottagey'. It would probably not be naturalistic, though a natural
comblnatlon of some of these plants might be found in a moist area of the high country, so the naturalistic
category of alpine garden might be appropriate.
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HeathTapestry Among the Australian flora is a diverse and fascinating range of
small 'woody' shrubs, often with interesting and significant foliage, usually
sclerophyll rather than soft. Such low shrubs may be used in a garden for their
foliage alone, which caproduce an attractive 'tapestry' effect. Their individual
flowers may be large or small but generally become conspicuous when massed,
either on one plant or groups of plants. | picture a garden consisting largely of
such shrubs when | hear the term 'hlagarden’, though heathlands of course
have other types of plant tod heath or heathland garden would be one
category of garden in a naturalistic style, which (depending on choice of plants)
could also be linked to the theme ofrdldflower garden.

Naturalistic: Wildflowertprobably invokes a different image for each of us. |
remember the term from when | was a child and to me it suggests small, dainty
flowers. It often meant herbaceous daisies or lilies, found among grasses; it
generally didn't meararge, showy flowers (like some Western Australian
beauties). Again a naturalistic category here would be a grassland garden, with
grasses, lilies, daisies and other small herbaceous plants. Recently when | visited
Canberra | saw some delightful gardenthiis style, designed by Leon Horsnell,

and this type of garden is also described in Phil Watson's article (padbi$

volume). These grassland gardens could be called wildflower gardens too.

Inspiration: So the Australian wildflower garden | picdunow could be a
naturalistic one, but is equally (or more) likely not to Béatural inspiration

could come from coastal heathlands, alpine meadows, grasslands, or wonderful
Western Australian sand gardens. It could have a marvellous combination of any
number of these types of small planiherbaceous, 'woody' shrubs (including
prostrate or low forms of larger ones), tufted plants, groundcovers, creepers;
there could be annuals or perennials, small flowers or large. The plants would
generally be a metrer less in height and rarely much more, growing quite close
together. (They could be lower again, mostly 0.5 metre or less in height.) | think
height is a key factor in my mental image, but "taw garden" or "knigh

garden" don't really have much appea aames.

Colour, Texture, AromaAn individual garden would have its own proportions

of variety and repetition, its own mix of colours, foliage and perfume. The
colour scheme of flowers could be carefully planned for each season of the
year, or quite seendipitous. Some plants might be long flowering, others
inconspicuous for much of the year until they burst intodsh. The garden can

be mulchedand look after itself quite well in terms of watering and weeding, or
receive attention as frequently as tlgardener wants to give it. If plants self

seed (more likely in sand or gravel) the design is likely to become more random
as time passes, in a small block, the wildflower (low) garden could occupy most
of the space.

Definition: Its area could be clearly defined frmal (or informal) hedges, pathways or walls. It could equally

well blend in with the larger garden by a gradation of sizes in plantings around its edges. Fence screens, clumps
borders of larger shrubs and treeseamportant to attract a variety of birds and insects, as well as for structure in
the garden. A pond could be included, or sculpture. Each wildflower garden could have its own emphasis and
unique Australian character.
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Newsletter #111theme: Wil yyAy3a FT2NJ DI NRSy [/ 2¢

Colour as a Design Tool

In thinking back trough some of my more significant garden designs over the yed@ecameapparent that

using flower colour as a design tabtl not seem to be major factor irmy planning processviaybe this applies
tousall?t SNKI LJA ¢S adzoO2yalOAazdzafe FLILXe& GKS WwO2f 2 dzNJ NIz
provide attractive, distinctive and memorable garden landscap&kffough it seems to me thatagdens of native

plants inheently seem to exhibit a strong sensetbé complimentary colowsthat reflect the Australian

environment in which they are createdOur vast continent has so many differing bioregions each with its own
colour palette, so much so that there can neverdbdzd & 2y S OKF NI OGSNR &G A@e 2 NI Wi
thing is certain wherever you go in the world the colours of Australian plants you find, stand out uniquely among
all other speciesThat is the magic of our flora!

Not surprisinglytodayin this contemporary urban world, garden design is changing in response to so many
factors and native plants are being used in ways that are new and unique. Many of¢kesginitiatives, and
perhaps some of the old, are using colour in more abstsnictured and innovative ways. While we may not
NEfe 2y G(GKS Wil ¢awhenfwe Oifna dexdaperihaps itrisyfaevaitiolreSighiisome of the
theory and see if it could offer ideas and suggest ways to maximise displaying the beaurtylofa in the
garden.

Colour Sources and Effects

It is generally acknowledged that flowers should be considered a bonus in the
landscape of a garden, as they provide colioutandom waysndat various

times during the year; they enhance, complimamid contrast with the varied
hues and textures provided by the damantly green foliageso visually

pervading at all garden levels from tree tops to ground covers.

Of course it is not only the flowers that give thigparentlyrandom colour

impact, rew foliage can be equally vibrant, fruits can punctuate the foliage with
interesting shapes of intense colour, peeling bark and interesting textures add
more visual variety at understory levels.

Thecolours of flowers may not be the primary ptarharacteristic considered
when planning, designing and then selecting species for a garden! Far more
important are the design parameters that dictate plant selectidghe physical
attributes and requirements of size, habit, form, soil preference, noiorate,
aesthetic qualities and importantly the specific functional purposes.

In addition, and most importantlgnyintegrated built structuresuch as walls,
gates,fences, pergolapaved areas, bridgesd the like can be innovatively
used toaugmentthe plant palette by dding colaur, texture, movement and
visualinterest. Artworks particularly,with all theirvaried forms and materials
cancreatethat extra, unique, and even your persomnension to any garden.

Natural Highlights

All ofthe elements of a garden landscape are enteah and highlighted by natural processésy.sunshine, which

plays like so many spotlights, through the foliage to give luminescence and colour contrast that bring the shadows
to life; R 2 yogkefookwater, which paints new pictures in the forms of mist, fog, showers, rain, puddles, ponds,
lakes and reflections, each providing different visual and colour experieagesiovement also gets into the act,

when gentle breezes wave and excite the foliage and flepand even winds contributerandom butdramatic
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movingspectacle of interacting plant forms that offer colour and visual inteiregite garden; bcourseit isthe
overriding impacbf seasonal change, revolving annually in the gardeneamth quartet LI A yieilv pigiudesin
a palette of appropriateolours that respond to the current climatic conditions.

The Colour Spectrum

Obviously when planning a garden, we should not overlook the importance of colour in all its- formsst rank
with all ofthe other design and plant selection parameters considerethe garden design evolvedt is likely

that most people areaware of the importancef colour matching in clothingr house coloursand of the
difference it can make to give an aesthetigalleasing result. Colour in the garden is no different, and basically
the same mixing rules could be followed, although their application in a garden is préaaligre forgiving

than it is for fashion.

The colour wheel was invented in 1666 by Isaac Newton as a practical combination of art and science used to
definehow colours work together; a basic knowledge can be helpful in planning suitable colour combinations for
the garden

The colour spectrum trasitions around like a colour wheel,
moving from the deep rich tones of violet and magenta, though
the warm hues of red and orange, becoming cooler in yellow and
cream, progressing to lemon and green, before the cold tones of
blue and indigo merge into pple. White stands alone at the
centre of the wheel variously tinted in rotation within its brilliance,
by all the other colours. In the same way individual colours are
progressively toned down toward black.

In a garden each of theue groups of the colauspectrum exhibit
differing physical, visual and emotional attributes, not only in plant
material but also in the constructed elements that collectively
comprise a landsgee. Confining flower colour selection to one segment of the colour spectrum will provide a
simple restful and aesthetically pleasing gard®dhereas combining colours from sevespkbctrum segments
canproduce avital, dynamic an@qually pleasingardenthat may bemore exciting.

These are some general colour observations:

Green: Many shades of green provide the foliage background colour for every garden
Yellow & Orange:Vivid luminescent colours that demand visual attention among all other colours
Red &MJauve:  Colours provide visual warmth to a garden in contrast with green foliage

Blue & Violet: Intense rich dark colours merge into green foliage but contrast against grey foliage
White & Pastel: Light glowing colours reflect the sun and contrast sgly against darker green foliage
Multi-colour: Mix and match many colours as nature does for a diverse and joyful native garden

Thecolour wheelcan assist in selecting a combination of colours to achieve a specific effect to enhance the
garden landscap

ComplementaryTwo primary colours on opposite sides of the colour wheebvide high contrast and high
impact colour combination, viewed close together one colour will appear brighter and more prominent. For
example, red and green; orange and blyetlow and purple.

Adjacent Three primary colours side by side on the colour whegjood way to creatgardencolourharmony,

which although simple can be uninteresting, unless one colour dominatetharathers are tones used as
accents. For examplanix together tones of green, yellow and red with one used as a dominant primary colour.
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Triad Three primary colours equally spaced around the colour whemlvide a contrasting colour scheme, that
may be difficult to satisfy, but that can make an impact in terms of distinctive colour and visual interest. For
example- orange, blue, and mauve.

Monochrome Several shades, tones and tints of one base colptovide a subtle and conservative colour
combination that is versatile, easy to apply and offers visual harmony. Such a gafideawve visual impact, by
providing aesthetic variety using plants with flowers of the same colour and tones, but with differing foliage
shape and texture. For examplgarious shades of red, pink and mauve.

Bright colours like warm tones of red, orange and yellow contrast with a
darker foliage background, bring vibrancy and attracting attention to areas you
would like to highlight and make them seem closer.

Contemprary gardens today tend to introduce bright dramatic colours, not
necessarily only through the plant specimens, but by applied finishes to
structures, walls and artefacts. Never be afraid of bright colours, a wider range
than you might think will work tgether.

Dark colourslike purple, indigo and blue tend to make areas look larger than
they are, and importantly appear cool in even the worst heat; they also create
a visually lowkey, passive and soothing atmosphere.

LuminescenceThe variousints of white, functionas a neutral colouin the

garden, but also servanother important purpose. White glows intensely
against thebackground oflark green foliage wheavera garden is viewed
Including white flowers and silvgreyfoliage in the plant plette is distinctive

and attractive after dark. A bonus is that wildlife of many types is also attracted
into the garden by this nightly show of luminescence to further enhance the
visual experience.

Multicolour: It can be difficult to know which primaoplours successfully mix
together, the colour wheel helps to see the basic relationships between the
intended colours. Generally combinations of colours closely adjacent to each
other tend to blend together well. But look to nature for inspiration where a
whole palette of colours mixed together provide nothing less than spectacle!

CONCLUSION

Gardens are really all about colour. That colour can come from flowers, foliage, bark, pottery, furniture,
structures and artwork, but in the end it is all about hutemes, contrasts, harmonies, discords and light. We

create our gardens to enhance our lives and to provide a setting for our homes that we proudly share with others.
Colour selection can be soothing or exciting, it can be a riot or a sanctuary, ik éeanband centre or

something much more subtle, but whatever our vision, colour is an important design component.

Almost any colour scheme can work, it's your gardeso if you're happywho cares what anyone else thinks?
However, understanding theasic principles of using colour in desigayassist to make that picture in your
head an even morevonderful chromatic reality.

ED: Could | encourage members to share some insights into the colours of native gardens you koomwnuvigy

enthuse about ative gardens that weisit - the new design ideas, the colour combinatidhg,special plant
selections and much morghere is always room in every Newsletter to include your observations.
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Gardens in the Grampiarend Melbourne LawrieSmith, Brisbane

John & Jocelyn King, Pomonal

The inspiration of the natural environment should always be
considered as a major influence in the design of a garden. It would
be difficult to find a location to rival the proposed new home site
on their extensive property adjoining the Grampians National Park.
This site offers unique 360 degree views, including: the influence of
the everchanging patterns of light on the mountain escarpment a
dramatic backdrop; the patterned carpet of sweeping ochre
grasslandin summer), dissected by ttikowing shapes of the
mattress of dark green bracken defittee immediate surrounds;
expansive views beyond to the northern horizon are framed by
distant groves of sculptural trees.

Neil & Wendy Marriottq Black Range

High on the ridge line of Black Range peppered with sculptural

AN yAGS o02dAZ RSNA bSAfQa Il NRSy |
microclimates provided by the varied topography, to research and
display flora selected from so many Australian bioregions, each
specinen thriving in a location that suits its natural requirements.
Although ravaged by bushfire some years ago this devastating

impact has not diminished the splendour or diversity of this

amazing garden. For me the outstanding memory is the use of
Eucalyptusnacrocarpaupright form, carefully placed as a focus to
FGGNI OG FGGSyldAz2y G2 ALISOATAO ||
exploration throughout the garden.

Nicky Zanen, Boronia

What a credit this townhouse garden is to Nicky, so capably
demonstrating he love of plants and wildlife. It is a triumph of how
to create a small residential garden in a gated community where
wildlife abounds in the trees, shrubs, covers and tufts now so well
established. Nicky has created an Australian garden oasis in
suburbiaon three sides of her home where the few days | enjoyed
here were filled with observing and feeding the cockatoos, parrots,
magpies, butcher birds, doves, and many others enjoying the small
but inviting garden. Thankyou Nicky for your hospitality and for
days of driving to all of the gardensg/ou are the consummate

host!

Helen & Max KennedyWheelers Hill

When we arrived in this garden it was late morning and raining
gently. The sombre greys and greens provided a soft and gentle
aesthetic that suited the overall garden character and the
integrated architecture of the home. | am sure judging by the
interesting plant collection throughout, that on a sunny day in
spring the garden would be alive with colour, texture and wildlife.
¢CKS GAaAl2NI A& SYyidAOSR (2 Wgl 1l
discover area by area the excellent combinations of plants and
lands@pe materials that visually and physically integrate the
overall garden design so successfully.
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Chris Larkin, Lysterfield

Integrating house and garden into a steep slope successfully takes
much thought and knowledge to understand the physical and
functional site attributes that guide the designer in the planning

and design process. Chris has incorporated many special elements
into her garden that collectively create a very diverse and
interesting garden that attracts the observer to explore widely.
Variad views and vistas have been integral to the success of the
planning, some close, some distant, but all add that extra
dimension to the experience of the garden. Chris explained that she
KIFa RRSR Iy SEGNI WwW+Q 62NRIG2 ¢
agree with her observation that you cannot have a view or a vista
without looking though a void or open spaga simple premise, but easily overlooked, particularly as plants grow
and obscure vievines. This garden leads you through many differingdamefully integrated environments,

some unexpected but always with a sense of drama.

Pam Yarra, Heathmont

This garden is an excellent bushland landscape created principally
as habitat for many species of birds and wildlife generally. The
garden is basidly seltmaintaining- the larger trees and shrubs
provide a rich protective canopy for the understory shrubs which in
turn offer a dense mesh of suitable nesting spaces well used by the
wildlife. As the garden is traversed random glimpses between
trunks,branches and foliage attract the eye to many interesting
plant species as the garden is searched for evidence of wildlife
enjoying this lush habitat.

Bev Fox, The Basin

This is a small residential garden but it feels so expansive right from
the first impression as you traverse the skilfully formed and planted
gravel pathway extending from the planted verge to the front door.
An amazing collection of smaller growing natives greet the visitor
and slows the traverse to the house. The back garden similarly
entices exploration from the veranda along several interconnected
pathways which meander through the collection, carefully planned
to reveal and even conceal plants which adds surprise and
discovery to your walk.

Bev & John Hanson, Warrandyte
This is gyarden that shows the touch of a master, derived from

SP0a SELISNASYOS Ay 1 yR&aOI LIS R
Gordon Ford and Edna Walling. Gold was mined under the property
Ay GKS mynnQasz a42YS KSNARGIF IS St ¢
shelter. e dry ridge site has been transformed by imported
sensitively placed undulating soil and rock placement looking as
though it has been there a million years. Carefully selected plants
are massed together in interesting combinations all integrated
within the skilfully constructed landscape.
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Bill Aitchison & Sue GuymeiTemplestowe

Imagine a steep clayey hillside ramping directly down from a dry
ridge to a creek with scattered tree cover. The challenge is to
reform the slope by innovative and functionahtform to provide

a sweeping driveway down to a central platform for the house, and
a lower terrace containing a series of pools and waterways (big
enough for a summer dip) to harvest the surface water and ensure
sustainability. This habitat garden has ealth of bioregional

species and some special favourites which collectively provide a
restful and natural setting for both people and wildlife.

Marilyn Bull, Montrose

Winding through and separating the many beds of varied trees and
shrubs in this gardeis an extensive meadow of native grasses
without a sign of a weed where Marilyn spends countless hours
removing invasive weed species. The meadow effectively provides a
LI SFalyd ANNBIdzZ I NI & YSIFYRSNAyYS3
inviting inspection bthe range of species grouped to each side.
Importantly the gardens along the side boundary are planned to be
viewed from the footpath in the adjacent reserve to introduce local
native plants to those who pass by. All this has been accomplished
so succesfully despite Marilyn being the curator of the Kawarra
Botanic Gardens for many years.

Maureen SchaumanyMulgrave

This garden not only shows that small is beautiful but that to
achieve this quality the gardener needs: dedication and love of
Australianplants; meticulous pruning skills to manage height and
spread; careful association of colours and textures; detail attention
to water flows and harvesting in soaks; and offering a sense of
place to the locality. Obviously a labour of love and intense
understanding of native plants, particularly the small ones which
collectively create the carpet of colour and texture under and
around the few distinctive specimen trees. The inviting view from
the street must interest and entice those who walk past to

appred 1S GKS dzyAljdzS OKI NI OGSNJ I yF

Gardens in inner Brisbane Lawrie Smith, Brisbane

t I dzf ¢ &f@NeBarmDl NRSY

Paul is fortunate to live in one of the many renovated heritage Queenslanders that give this sulrb libsal
character and appeal. The streets are lined by huge trees of both native and exotic origin that ensure the suburb
is well shaded. Tall residential tower blocks line the Brisbane River just one block away and overlook many of the
homes. On thismall block about 400 sq metres Paul has established a rainforest of purposely selected species to
provide privacy as wkas a cool shaded environment.

When he moved in twelve years ago the site was neglected, a decaying concrete swimming pool took up the
whole backyard and there was no vegetation worth saving elsewhere in the surrounds. First the pool was
removed and then backfilled with clay soil. Below it for many metres was the rich dark brown alluvial soil built up
by the Brisbane River floods overliemnniag ideal soil to support his vision of a rainforest. With his botanic bible

A % 4 A x

Wal yINRPO®Sa (2 az2dzyidrlAyaQ tldZ OFNBFdzZfte aStSOGSR
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boundary graduating down in height

toward the house. He pfaed a tall
perimeter screen to block the views of the
nearby apartment tower occupants;
medium species to provide a screen
between the trunks of the background
specimens; and smaller specimens to mass
plant in front and under to provide colour
and textue in flowers and fruits. The

result is a small cross section of a sub
GNRBLAOIFE NIAYF2NBaAG 04§
requirements perfectly.

We spem quite a while identifying the
: N F o M specimens, finding many weédhown
The back garden rainforest screen  The side garden rainforest screen  SPecies and many others, that due to their
attractive foliage we simply had to identify
from Mangroves to Mountains. Along the narrow space between the two adjoining cottages was a wegsuic
FSYyOS tAyS 2F dzZLINAIKG INRSgAYIT NIAYyF2NBad aLlSOAYSya
interesting foliage, flowers and fruits to observe from the veranda.

Similarly the front fence was lined with a continuation oé th
narrow screen hedge but here species are used in a more open
arrangement to allow visual interaction across the narrow front
garden with local people passing by along the footpath. It was
very difficult to imagine you were in the middle of a high dgnsit
housing area and not within a subtropical rainforest.

We all agreed that Paul was a master of rainforest species
selection! So did a friend around the corner who some years later
asked Paul to repeat his succassund his home unit complex.
Again we found that this was another triumph of native plants use
in the inner city. Lawrie actually forgot to formally thank Paul at
the end of the day for hosting us and to compliment him on his
unique and very successfulrgan ¢ so this must do as our formal thanks! Well done Paul.

The front garden rainforest screen

¢CNEJ2NI 3 WIySgPaddingichy Qa DI NRSY

Trevor and Janet first invited GDSG to come to their new house for us to help him with the garden design. That
was two years ago and now the gardemiell established! It has a number of interesting attributes that shows

that Trevor did not really need our help. The site is 400 square metres in area and the house occupies probably
more than half of the area. The side boundary distance is about oneemétich makes access for anything other
than a human impossible. Not even a wheelbarrow can be taken to the rear garden. Consequently, the first major
garden feature we observed caused us to wonder how were the several very large sculptural granitesboulde
placed so carefully into the back garden. Were they craned over the house?

In fact Trevor and Janet had carefully selected these rocks from the nearby Settlement Road Quarry well before
building construction commenced. The site earthworks necessamhéohouse was extended to include the
landform of the back garden and the original gentle slope was transformed into the interesting garden contours,
then the boulders were carefully placed into their predetermined location in the garden. The landfam wa
trimmed and moulded complete with a curving access pathway around and between the rocks to form the basis
of the garden circulation.
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As we entered the house from the street we were not aware of the
most interesting landscape componerd planted roofgarden.

This interesting innovation forms part of the garage roof providing
a raised garden at upper floor level so the plants function as a
foreground in the view from the veranda to the mountains beyond.
The interesting selection of plants were thriviwgll and will frame
the view and modify the exposure to the western sun in due
course.

This contemporary house is simply designed with walls of glass and
sliding glazed das to provide views from the house, across the
RSO1 Ayid2 GKS NBIFN IFNRSys adaNR
GKS 2dziaARSQo® ¢KS 3IFNRSY KIFa& I
adjoining properties, Moreton Bay Fig, Eucalyptus torrelliana and
others, which povide an ideal backdrop to the gardera true

borrowed landscape! Trevor has chosen an interesting palette of
species for this garden to provide screening to side and rear
boundaries, to give focus and surprise by special flowering species
such as a flwering gum and two standard Grevilleas. Medium
species and small shrubs and covers complete the picture by
providing a rich tapestry of textures and colours offered by the

mixed foliage, flowers and fruits. The focal point sculptural granite
boulders stanaut dramatically within this colourful living carpet
which swirls around the contours and slopes down to the
meandering lawn pathway. Formative pruning will ensure that the

S ¥ planned visual relationship between plants and rocks is maintained
Meandering in the garden and shade house and enhanced.

GQa !'LJ 5246y ! YRSNX Lawrie Smith, Brisbane

This anecdote does not apply directly to garden design but it reafipave a major influence when all your

hours and hours of garden design and development seems to come to a suddervtail! preparinca

PowerPoint presentation faan upcoming lecture on soils and fertilizer dtwas prodded to apply some of the
suggestions about achieving and keeping soils healthy to our own garden. Little did | imagine the problems |
would find whit culminated in spending all day in the garden dousing all of the beds with Iron Sulphate!!!
Why? | hear you askwell as youmayK I @S KSIF NR YS al & o0ST2NB: 0KS &azAatf
Sy 2dzaK (welltkat isitQe, butodly if/ou are arolive tree, grape viner an oleandet!!

It seems that the previous owner had regularly flooded the property (gardens and lawns) with lime and other
chemicals which caused the soils to be alkalinow that because he left® & I NB Kd @30S O paft SO A |
usedgarden chemicals in the garden shethat should have made msuspicioust the time! That is why after
almost three years living herall of the new plants | have been planting, recently started to Eokinhealthy
yellowgreen and with some strange leaf forms etksuspected that they may have exhausted the nutrients
sourcedfrom the soil mix and the fertilizer | added at plantiagd that their roots had now grown out in the

Wy I GdzNI £ 3 NRSY nralgsk of héwholg stte takingRaknBst twentiR BH{saniples everywhere and
found that my soils were all quite alkaline, most with a pH of B.® (caused no doubt by the inappropriate
chemical additives). Not surprisingly the pH of the soils over theefdndhe adjacent parkland was just on the
acid side of neutral 5.§6.5 ideal for natives and why theariousgrevillea, syzygium, melaleuetc established
there are all very heathy and thriving!!!

Fortunately | have a very friendly soils agronomikb recommended from my pH results, that the remedy is to
spread Iron Sulphate at the rate of 100 ghsquare metre immediatel{this was March)and then in October
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apply sulphur at the rate pf 50 gravi sq m.By then | should have good pH valuesahghout the garden and

also good healthy growthOnce the pH is lowered the natural soil nutrients will become available to the plants. It
is important to keep checking the pH periodically to ensure that the level drops to and stays about ¢f&%.5
range. Itis unlikely that the Iron Sulphate will need to be applied again unless the already absorbed lime and
chemicals remain persistent.

SOLUTION: Target optimum pH for soils for naarelens i$ ¢ 6.5
Iron Sulphate is a soluble powder, and will reduce pH and provide nitrogen as well as iron to help green the
foliage.Dissolve 10@ranmsin a watering can and apply progressively over each square metre.

IMMEDIATEL¥arch aply Iron Sulphate 10§rams / 4 m ¢ there are several forms, cheapdstheptahydrate;
will take a couple of months to see improvement but if necessary use iron chelate to green things up quickly.

ANNUALLY: October / November apply sulphur @ &8gf sqgm ¢ check the pH before apphg it may not be
needed. There is a pelleted form of sulphur available, easier to use but slower reaction; also a soluble or wettable
form.

AVAILABILITY: Iron Sulphate is available from hardware stores in small packs 1.5kg @ $15. We have 200 sq me
of garden plus a similar area of lawn so bulk bags would be more economic as about 40 kg is needed for each
application. Agricultural Suppliersffer 25 kg bags @ $18.

It is now almost six weeks after the application of the Iron Sulphate and thereiégable positive change in

most garden areas, particularige species that were struggling. Most improvement is exhibited by a grove of
Proteaceae Banksia, integrifolia, B. serrata, B. robur, B. oblongitoida Grevillea superbrheir new growth is
robust and a very healthy green. In an adjoining afgmenosporum flavurand Hernandia bivalvibavealso
developed excellent new growtkowever a grove of Leptospermum luehmannii (also received Iron Sulphate) are
healthy enough but foliage colour is gity instead of deep green and the leaf size is becoming smaller than it
shouldbecd 2 LQY y2¢ 2y GKS GNI O] 2F (GKA& LINROfSYO®

Pine RiverSGAR Safari Toursl982- 1992

ED: | knovihe following texts areot strictlyconcerning? 3 I NRS Yy R S&{ Al Iy NROQat 30-KBS LI N
great opportunity toobserveso manydifferingecosystems and plant communities that changed our attitude

forever as we observed to how we shoWliR S & A Bafure@ &G Kiza A y 3 | dz& GoWd darlldnQad  Ff 2 N
established in appropriatg created, characteristiandscape settings.

Almost 40 years ago the SGAP Pine Rivers Branch set out to oaaesech tourfrom Brisbando the

YAYOSNI SeQa ¢KAOK ¢ & rudask marenGoddbvingygatzfWe tiad planned t6 hokila R (i 2
special meetingn Mayto remember these Safari tours througim extravaganza of memories and imagéghe

many remote and botanically significant regionsitedacross Australia in the ten years from 19821892.

However as that meetingad to be cancelled due to the pandemiee thought that it would be appropriate to

share some of the memories that were first published inthe Rile @S NDa bSgat SGGSNI G GF

It could never have happened withoutthey 2 6t SR3IS YR RSRAOIFGA2Y 2F 2dzNJ i
Verna Cornford, Eileen Prescott and Chris MacDonald, who spent countless hours working out each detalil
itinerary, making sure that the most interesting plant communities, geological formatod cultural places

GSNBE Ay OfdzRSR F2NJ SIOK {FFINRARD® ¢KS& -wobdddl wodksaivdy R { |
GAGK 2fR YR ySg FTNASYRaz Fff WYdzO1lAy3aQ Ay 6A0GK 0 dz
specimensspinning yarns around the campfire, and with everyone having a darn good Aussie time! Memories
that those who travelled on Safari will never forget!

tfFyyAy3a GKS { I FIF NAQa& Verna CornfordBracken Ridg®

Ol Ay (GKS mohoynQa FFFGSNI I adz0O0Saa¥FdzZ al FI NR G NR LI
held outside of Brisbane I, along with two other Pine Rivers SGAP members namely Eileen Prescott and Chris
MacDonald decided we would organiaesafari trip!! Where would we like to go?? We decided on the Kimberley
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Region of WA. We then proceeded to work out mileages and possible camp sites (town or bush). We researched
points of interest with the possibility of chartered flights and cruises Ewentually we approached Coach Tour
Companies for quotes. Daddow Charter Company of Ipswich we chose to take us to this remote part of Australia.

The response from members was overwhelming resulting in a
waiting list. We kept in close contact with aatending

passengers. We sent out the itinerary, list of overnight stops,
suggested clothing list, acceptable size of duffel bags etc. Payment
also had to be collected. Eventually in 1982 a bus load of very
excited members left on their trip to the Kimhey. To keep our
costs down our travellers had duties to perform eg erect and
dismantle their own tents, kitchen duties for all, cleaning the bus
for women and bus packing and unloading for men which were all
| carried out happily. This entailed rosterstie prepared by us (a
daunting task!!).

We had our plant experts on board who, on the most part, identified specimens brought on board for us all to
study. As we entered western Qld and beyond we began to see plants in their natural habitat we haceraver s
ANRPGgAYI 0STF2NBd 2SS 02fftSOGSR | Kdz3S ydzYoSNJ 2F aL)So
from towns etc to register positions found. This alone became a mammoth task for those concerned as the
newspaper had to be changed each nighe (worked well past bedtime). On return unidentified specimens were

sent to the Qld Herbarium of which a large number were kept by them to add to their collection.

Knowledgeable people gave us commentaries on all aspects
(geographical, historical andrfaing to mention some). Gazing on
the beautiful scenery as we travelled and to be amongst our
diverse flora was amazing. Our gatherings around the campfires
were all highlights. A wonderful time was had by all on board the
bus (we were corrected many timesoach!!)

On return and being on a high and as we had a waiting list Eileen,
Chris and | decided to organise the second trip to the Kimberley
Region in 1983. From there followed, at two yearly intervals, five
more Safari Tripsmaking seven in total.

1982- Kimberky and Broome.

1983- Kimberky and Broome.

1984- Darwin/Uluru.

1986- Perth/ Kalbarri.

1988- Tasmania.

1990-¢ KS Ddzy ol NNBt | A3JKglte&d hy GKAaA OGNRALI 6S Ffaz2 NI
privileged to have LeBeadell join us for a few days. What a wonderful Australian!! As you can imagine he
kept us well entertained telling us about all his exploits.

1992-¢ KS DAOO WAGSNI w2l R WCNRYUGASNI / 2dzy i NE QO

All were hugely successful. They gave our members a chatiga/éb to places they possibly would never have

been able to get to. | have been told many times by members how grateful they were to be given the opportunity
to travel to the areas we visited. The fact that we organised all details and travellers cartiefll allotted duties

given to them made these trips affordable. | would like to thank everyone for their contributions, big and small
like our poets who wrote about ALL!! Our kazoo band who kept us entertained around the campfires. They were
all highlidnts. We were a talented lot with many individual attributes.
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To all of our travellers who are still with us (sadly, many are not) | send you my love. If you are like five
with wonderful memories of our time spent together as we travelled the fleragnd breadth of our magnificent
country in search of our unique flora.

Kimberley Safari 1982 Joyce HillRockhampton

Thorough and painstaking planning by the Excursions Committee and Daddow's Bus Company ensured a
successful and enjoy&btour to the Kimberley Region for 38 passengers, 2 drivers and a cook who left Brisbane
on June 19 and returned on July 11.

Accommodation was in two man tents with each person
supplying their own eating utensils air bed and bedding. (Also
manpower toblow up the air beds.) Three meals were provided
daily and three people assisted with cook house duties at each
meal. Thus each passenger was rostered for help for only two
days of the entire trip.

9F OK RIFI®d GKS aalLRGiGSNEE: adOdzLIA S
spotted so efficiently that 422 plant specimens were taken on
board listed and passed around for all to see. Graham Nosworthy
then sat on them all to flatten them so that they could be brought
back for positive identification and a full list will beadlable later.

Flora highlights were the colourful mau@alytrix exstipulatavhich was seen almost everywhere throughout
N.T. and W.A., (An occasional buslCafytrix arborescensas also seen), large areas of @rkvillea wickhamii,
recurring expanseof numerous @aciaspecies, large stands of ti&&revillea pteridifoliaG. agrifolia andG.
juncifoliaand masses of woolly heads of many specidtibddtus

What S.G.A.P. member would fail to appreciate the delight
experienced when the tents were pitched at Katherine Gorge
amongst orange flowerinBucalyptus phoenicda which many
nectar feeding birds such as honey eaters and red collared
~, lorikeets were attrated, or to waken at Windjana Gorge to find
4 thatthe tents, which had been erected in the dark, were only a
few metres fromEucalyptus perfoliatysor at Wyndham, to camp
at the base of what surely must have been the largeginsonia
gregorii(Boab to tke locals ) in the Kimberleys. Despite all this the
overall impression of the Kimberleys was one of rugged grandeur,
red soil and rock and spinifex.

An interesting list of bird sightings was compiled. It showed that
32 seen at Windjana Gorge was the higheumber of species
identified at one place. On several occasions the great bower bird
and his bower were seen. At Argyle Homestead we were able to
sit close by and watch the bower being built.

> Fresh watedohnstone River Crocodiles were seen sunbathing on

; the banks at Lake Argyle, Katherine, Windjana and Geike Gorges.
Some of the passengers decided to join the Crocs on many
occasions led by guess who!!ll Generally wildlife was scarce,
except in Queenslandhere numbers of kangaroos, brolgas,

emus and bustards were often seeA.wide range of weather
temperatures was experienced from below zero at Charleville (but artesian water kept the toilet seats warm!!!)
to 32 degrees or more at Broome, Derby and Hatlsek. No rain fell and it was only at Halls Creek that a few
clouds were sighted.
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Time was available for sightseeing and we were able to enjoy cruises on Katherine Gorge, Geike Gorge and Lake
Argyle, to climb inside the prison Boab Tree at Derby, WisitGhina Wall at Halls Creek, walk through Tunnel

Creek, a large cave eroded through a prehistoric coral barrier reef, watch colourful sunsets at Derby and Broome
and experience a Corroboree at Katherine to name a few. Some of the party became avidlemt@rspand

you could see this by looking at the bus springs, and no doubt tefgrellery will soon be in vogue.

¢2 K2a$8 (GNBAyYy3 G2 RSOARS AF (K
"Yes go. You'll thoroughly enjoy it."

Although there were long haa of travel they weren't boring.

Plant specimen stops (with the good natured cooperation of

drivers John and Kevin and cook Ann who was honorary spotter,

who else could find a whit€revillea dryandj)j and singalongs

took care of that. Never again wilhear Slim Dusty sing "l want

to have a beer with Duncan" without being reminded of Pine
 WAODSNE { ®PDP! dt Qad g2y RSNFdAZ YAY

Kimberley Séari 1982- Useless Statistics Compiled by Tour Leader Lawrie Smith
Thefollowing useless statistics were compiled as a guide to future Safari passengers!!!!

1 Approximate distance 10,500 km

T bdzYoSNJ 2F¥ RIFI&Qa UGN} @St Ho

T Number of plant stops 83

1 Number of specimens 422

This means that an average of 5.1 specimens were collectedeay stop and that we stopped on average 3.6
times every day. On this basis the distance between each plant stop was 126.5 km. No allowance has been made
for "comfort" stops which would markedly inflate the above figures.

One of the duties of the rear sepassengers is to check the chuck wagon after every bump to ensure that it has
not sheared off. It was calculated therefore that Cherrell Jerks looked out the rear window a total of 5,726
times. During the trip, we inflated a total of 902 airbeds usimplame of 150 cubic metres of air. In order to

erect the tents each night we bashed in a total of8® 2ent pegs of which we bent@)0 and two thirds of

these were bent at Halls Creek.

Allowing for an average of five operations of the zip per persomfggtt a conservative number dhe tent-
zips'were zipped a total of 4,510 and that is to say nothing of the sleeping bag zips. It was quite a unique
orchestra of sound if you happened to have insomnia!!!

Due to the fact that theoachair vents tendeda leak jets of cold air when the bumps dislodged the control
mechanismye estimate that the bus cleaners will find five boxes of multicolour Kleenex tissues stuffed up the
air vents.

Finally it is conservatively estimated that enough seed was collectedtieely revegetate the Pine Rivers Valley
YR GKIFIG AF GKAA R2Sa y20 KFLWSYys AG ¢62yQi 6S F2NJ
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Several Public Gardens in Melbourne Lawrie Smith, Brisbane

Royal Botanic Garden§ranbourne
/ i = Cranbourne igustifiablyconsidered to rank among the top

echelon of world Botanic Gardens, principally through the

AYY20FGAOS YR RAAGAYOGADS WK N

interpret in a contemporary fashigmhe natural physical

environments of the related plant specimens aallections of

the Australian flora in the display gardens.

¢CKSNE INB a2 YlIye RNIYFGAO WNR2

suggest the landscape of the various regions of the continent.

¢tKS WwSR {FYR DIFENRSYQ O0RS&ASNIHO

you first approach the visitor centre then exposed in all of its

. . ; # drama as you walk down the steps to the edge.

¢KS NYHzaldAy3d aiSSt F2N¥ya 2F GKS &aO0dzZ LIWidzNF £ w9all NLIY

FYR GKA&A Aad NEONYBRZ2NOSR (iSNBI R Wwk YdzE | GAZ2Y 2F |y | dza

mountain spring, bubbling over geometric rocks, changing its character progressively as it flows down into the

SELI yaArA @S WwABSNI . SYRQ 2NJ 02| &afianh énviSrméndzldepitael int K SNB |

juxtaposition of landscape and plants bringing to the observer a detail awareness of the diversity and usefulness

of the Australian flora in garden culture.

Monash University, Clayton

This campus is inspiring in its usefaistralian species to create a
dramatic landscape unifying and linking the spaces between the
contemporary architectural forms. It illustrates how the subtle
greens of Eucalyptysr the varied textures of Melaleucar the
carpets of small shrubs and caegecan provide a very strong
urban landscape that could be nowhere else.

Obviously the students utilise the shaded and sunny spaces to
great advantage as they provide beneficial alternative
environments to lecture theatres and laboratorjesd for some
probably the first experience of the great Australian outdoors!

Having visited Kuranga it is now not surprising to see why APS
YSYoSNRa 3IFNRSya Ay aStoz2daNyYyS |
plants, particularly thavide range of maller shrubs and covers.

. The nursery layout, the coordinated displays and deigihed

. species informatiopensures that customers can make informed
selections. The bushland setting is appropriate and attractive; the
walkway meandering through the displgardens of mature

plants around the perimeter of the nursery appropriately
compliments the plants on the display benches and in the
containers.

No one could possibly leave Kuranga without a cup of coffee and
a number of plant purchases to take home, emdinately | had

no option but to contain myself!
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Maranoa GardensBalwyn
057 e ; As for many of the gardens seen this week in Melbourne | was
interested to note how many weknown specimens from the
more tropical regions were well established in this temperate
climate. Often it was the same plants but more frequently it was
the same gnus but another species. Many parts of thite have
the strong character of a south east Queensland garden or
landscape where tall canopy species provide protection for more
delicate understory plants. It is certainly a contrast to many
other gardens ad parks observed hereBrachychiton acerifolius,
Lophostemon confertus, Rhododendron lochiae, Eupomatia
laurinaand Doryanthes palmemvere a few of the more familiar
species observed here among the myriad of temperate flora.

ma

This small but impressive botanic gardard nurserysets the
standard to follow in other regions. The plant collection is
displayed and identified in appropriate relationships along a
network of meandering gravel pathways enabling ease of
selection.

Gardens located variously in full sun or full shade surround the
visitor centre offering micro environments ideally suitedetgery
plantin the collection. Tall featurgee or shrubspecimens
seemingly irregularly located, provide dramaticdibpoints to
define specific areas and attract the observeptogressively
explore the diversity of the garden.

Comment

Visiting hese five gardens completeny week long expedition to Victoria hosted by APS Maroondah and APS
Grampians. To see all of these private and public gardens in such a short space of tiniegtdajlytsfor me

0KS dzyAljdzS ljdzr £t AGASA 27F | dza ( Nitcieatihgluah appfopiiadSand G S T 2 N
OKI N OGSNRAGAO fIyRaOl LISa ¢ KWK visking Mé& sodtbrz@egions of theél N2 y 3
O2yGAYySyGzT a LQ@S YSyhegeychdie td e Araakd at the diversigNGf dvalabia £ S
small plants and the apparent ease with which they estalaigh maturein residential gardes, creating

attractive landscapethat are so in scale with and suitable for their intended physical and aesthetic functions.

Each climatic region of the conént obviously has its own palette of plants, specific environmental conditions
and a resultanindividualgarden character that is dictated by thegkysicainfluences. This is what givesass
members ofAPS &DSGsuch a wealth of interest and knowledgbout Australian Garden Desidgbach of us

in our various geographic locatiorstrive toachievethis conceptandto shareit with others so they can catch
the same vision to appreciate and plant our native flora.

One note of cautiomg that isto ensure that species selectiom® makeare dictated by local conditions, rather
GKFYy dzyadzO0SaaTdz f climbiichll diffgrenDAudtdbliabiorégionsT Na@rybe arguid3Hes
thisis no different toplantingexotic speciesrom a foreignclimatic zone; unfortunatelythis is whathe

YI 22 NR (& 2seemitadanitied garkidny \Weiknow better. . . . we Design with Nature2d/ Qi 6 S K

- -
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PLANTS IN DESIGN

Two plantsthat work well in my garden Bev Fox, Melbourne
. Some of my favourite garden plants aretbnes usd for edging a
550 garden tostop the Black iBds throwing mulch on my pathd.have
attached a copy of two | uselat of Acacialasiopcarpgorostrate
and variousScaevolapecies

Acacia lasiocarpss avery decorativeprostratelow spreading
ground-coverwith densesmall fresh lime green foliage and masses
of golden flowers in winter and spring. A versatile plmtfull sun

to part shade but will flower more profusely the sun Willgrow
happily in coastal dune environments, as this is one of its native
habitats in Western Australia.

There are various cultivars of Fan Flowers in cultivation, derived
from Scaevolaemulaand other species. They all provideery
hardy anduseful ground cover for the garden withassel spring
and summer displays of decoratiflewers in huesfrom white to
blue and purple. Mst specimengequire good drainage and full
sunto promote maximum displaylhey also daevell in pots,
hanging basketandare easily propagated from cuttings, useful to
establish garden edging.

Judy BaghursRort Elliott SA
The challenge in our hilltop garden above Port Elliot was to design
- interesting planting that would maintain the view of the sea from
i the house, while blending naturally into the emyetation on the
slopes belowThe top photo- showsshrubs of varying foliage
textures, flower colours and heights have now merged togetber t
defeat the wind and fulfil the above aimdakea lissocarpha
snowwhite beacon when in flower, maintains a naturally rounded
shape with no pruning (a good thing, as it is very prickly) and is one
of the few shrubs that requires no additional water ¢dmer good
thing as we have only tank watemd an average annual rainfall of
about 450 mm.) In front is the lower, contrasting rédevillea
thelemannianawith darker, finer foliage. To the left, further away,
another stalwartHakea? . dzZNNXB y R 2 i ébvere§inh strong Q
pink and cream flowers in autumn, and the distinctive pattern of its
larger, darker leaves makes this drougésistant shrub appealing
all year round; a very reliable favourite. Above left, a yellow
flowering dwarfCalothamnus quaifidus spreads widely to
maintain perspective and provide a soft, feathery foil. Smaller
strappyOrthrosanthus multifloruadds blue in spring. We have
found this to be a most satisfying combination, along with ground
RS L coversKunzea pomiferand Carpobrots rossii
Chrysocephalum/Grevillea lanigeparder It is interesting that theChrysocephalum apiculatuhas seeded
and grown better in the brick paving than in the actual garden,
thus softening the edges in a carefree sort of way. It mixes well@iévillea lanigergMt Tamboritha form) as
an alging, and copes through summer with only a little water. As for the rest of the garden, it has had its ups
and downs (allied to yearly rainfall) over the last few years, but some things have grown well, and | am really
enjoying filling in the gaps righibw with new plants.
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Three rees axchor a mple design Words Ros Walcott, Photos Ben Walcott, Canberra
. = Fouryearsago we converted a problematic overflow parking
area, (10m wide by 30m long), into a garden and are very pleased
with the result. The parking area had plastic mesh embedded in
it, supposedly to encourage the lawn growth (not!), and consisted
of clay fille soil that hardened and refused to accept water in the
hot summer period. The lawn would not grow properly and
looked patchy and the parking area as such was mostly unused.
We hired a landscaper operating a Dingo Digger to churn up all
the plastic mesh ahbreak up the hardened clay. We added light
topsoil of the sort used for establishing a lawn and mixed it with
the broken up clay. We added new irrigation as well, which we
have had to raise as plants have grown taller than we estimated
would occur. Theraa was divided into three with arched
mulched paths and gravel mulch for the beds.

We used three trees to anchor the gard@gnksia seminudar

River BanksjaAcacia subulatar Awl Wattle, andvielia

azedarach?/ | NBf Ay SQd ¢ KNI SedRallawi A y O
and mauve, tree shapes and foliages were planned for maximum
impact. All three trees have grown very well in full sun, and both

the Meliaand Acacia have bloomed extravagantly. As yet, the
Banksia seminudaas not bloomed but has grown ted metres

high with very attractive dark green foliage which shows silver
backs in the windMeliaW/ I N2t AySQ Kl a az27Fa 3|
and lilac flowers in spring and is expected to grow to 10m high

and 6m wide. In the Canberra climate it may be $emahan this

and so far is 5m high and 4m wide.

At this moment, April 2020, Acagabulatais a knockoutind has
grown to 3m high and 5m wide. This tree, which can bloom as
often as three times a year, has never bloomed so well before,
(must have beenhte extreme heat!), and is covered with trusses
of yellow balls with a sweet powdery scent. We are very satisfied
with our choices which have allowed microclimates to develop so
that we can grow a variety of other plants under and around
these trees, adenahos, correas, grevilleas, eremophilas,
westringias, leptospermums, melaleucas and small acacias.

Chris Larkin, Lysterfield, east of Melbourne
LOQR 0SSy 3FNRSyAy3a =Ee@dplaywithz2y 3 .
the idea of topiary. It started with clipping small plants of
Westringiad a Af 1 & 21 &¢ GKAOK | NE AydSN
Lasiopetalum floribundavhich are undeiplanted withCorrea
nummularifolia This westringia, a selection\f. rigida, can grow
big if it is in a favourable position, i.e. the plant gets plenty of sun
and water. | have removed all of these big plants from the garden
0SO0IdzasS a | 3ISYSNIftAaldGAzy L
garden. However the ones | clipped intmsely rounded shapes
were planted in extremely difficult positions on top of rocks on
steeply sloping ground. ® Wa A thas&erysinal grey
foliage, ideal for topiary, and grows quite naturally into rounded
shapes. They were never going to grow Maigy. If | sharpened up their rounded shapes a little with hedge

¢
.

o = NS
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clippers the differences would be accentuated between the
foliage colour anghape of the westringias with the loose,
arching soft foliage df. floribundan particular. I am happy with
this outcome and continue to maintain the look over what must
now be at least fifteen years.

After this success | then started to go a bit crazy with using this
plant but determined to always keep it small. That means starting
early with clipping. My intention is to ideally keep a plant around
30-50cm in diameter. So far | have found it is nodegl to do

this because they are not really fast growing. I tidy them up once
or twice a year and this would take less than a minute per plant. |
R2y Qi aidNARGBS F2NJ I NBlFffeée KIFNR
approximating a tidy roundish shape.

| have used thi plant a bit the way you might use a strappy plant
for contrast. | never use them singly but repeat, repeat, repeat.
For instance | have used several along the start of a path where
there are a series of smallish rocks. Further back in this garden
bed andacross the driveway | have planted more of these

. o westringias interspersed with other plants. The idea is to

establlsh a V|sual connection within and across garden beds so there is a pleasing cohesion brought about by
design. | could go on but hopefullywyget the picture. By the way, they have white flowers but really it is all
about the foliage colour and shape.

Finally I must stress the plant you might use to bring little bits of formal difference in amongst the informality of
@ 2dzNJ 3 NR Sy obe#hiS flaftQThe faht gob usé depends on where you live. It is the idea that is
important. | am currently working on repeats across a large part of the garden of one of the variegated
westringias. | will save that story for another day when themadse to see as they are still in their infancy.

Granite Penda a rare potted spemmélhz NJ I W3l NRSY NP XXdGuard, Brisbane

: ' @ \When, in order to meet regulations for their swimming pool
construction, my next door neighbours built a paling fence on the
boundary, | saw the possibility of developing a garden room. My
garden is very shady as | have chosen trees on a long narrow
block,however the smalharrowarea in from the fence received
the northerly sun much of the day. A potté@nthostemon
graniticushad grown well in a shaded aretsewhere in the
gardenbut was due for re potting. | decided to place it as a
central feature irthe area to be developed as the garden room. |
made this decision after reading in the ASAP Rainforest Study
Group Newsletter No 62 (7) June 2006 that this plant is easy to
grow within a sunny site and as native of the Cape York area it is
very hardy throgh dry seasonsThe plant is in bud and | look
forward to observing close up the creamy white flowers as they
open.

Research indicates thaisfast growingattractive tree grows in
windswept tropical rainforesto 800mwithin possibly the most
remote pat of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area. It has
proved to be an easy species to cultivategardensand cold

e - R2 S &y Qdwordy.358nérally multstemmed, leaves are the
most attractive feature, with deeply channelled by the venation and a rastpgenew growth.
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My garden has gone yellow!! Lawrie Smith, Queensland
Perhaps® becaus@ ¥ (G KS &ddzo2SO0 F2NJ dKAa Y2yUuKQa bSgatSaaSn
instead carefully abse the plansthat adhered to the specific design parameter that | had determiioedhat

locationin the garden Now everywhere | look there are yellow flowers in vivid display. Athérae articlein

this Newsletter states thagellow is the most prominerand vibant of colours, contrasting against all others

and reflecting the suns energpmetimedike a searchlight! These are a few of my yellow plagrasthis time of

the yearnow that summer is ebbing sIowa awtney are very welcome

Coronidum rupicola Acacia conferta idibidensy@llow Apowollastonia spilanthoides

Terra Australis update Ben & Ros Walcott, Canberra

Hi Lavrie, We were
at the Terra Australis
TA garden in the
Arboretum the other
day to put in a new
Senna barronfieldii
and took some
pictures.

The garden looks
remarkablywell
considering the
horrible summer we
have had. The
ephemeralwetland

has become quite a
deep hole whichs
promised tobe filled
a bit but nothing has
happened.

: , - : ~ TheScaevol@are

B i S —p. S b ~ spectacular and a real
feature among the sandstone rocks. We have put potsytfirumin the stream andhe bottom pond whicHook

quite good. They are finished flowering now but still have green on them. | think we will leave them there and see
what happens.

The Macrozamia looks terrible but it too still has some green so there is hope. In comparison, the ones at the
ANBG alstook terrible. Many of the other plants have done really well so there is hope.
Cheers and thanks for all your help and support.
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