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EDITORIAL

Welcome to GDSG Newsletter #127,
hopefully another interesting issue, however
we really need more members to share their
knowledge and experience about their own
garden design or something else they have
seen, to ensure that the NL standard is able
to be maintained i so please keep your
contributions coming.

THIS NL EDITION SEEMS TO BE A BIT
QUEENSLAND CENTRIC i no apologies!!!

It was expected that during those cold winter
days in the south of the continent you would

all be busily drafting interesting articles about
your gardens, when they were in hibernation.

NOW IT IS SPRING - PLEASE BECOME AN
AUTHOR AND, SHARE YOUR GARDEN
EXPERTISE WITH YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS!!!

ANPSA 2024 Conference
the GDSG Meeting in Melbourne

Twenty-six attended our Study Group meeting,
nineteen of these were current members, and
seven were just finding out. 10 were from
NSW, 8 from Victoria, 7 from Queensland and
1 from Western Australia. It was a quick but
useful meeting of about one hour, sandwiched
between the final Conference session and the
Biennial Dinner. The Minutes of the meeting
are appended to this Newsletter, but following
are a few of the most relevant discussions and
decisions.

1 Agreed the Newsletter will revert to four
issues Feb, May, Aug, Nov, from Nov 2024.

1 Members were encouraged to write more
articles however small, for the Newsletter.

1 Some members find the NL theme helpful,
ot her sAgeedrobicontinue use of the
theme in each NL.

1 Members find NL articles generally provide
useful direction in garden design; however,
some members would like more detail
information for hard landscape

ANPSA Garden Design Study GroiNewsletter NL 127.docx

construction, soil management, and
planting procedures.

An issue about Taxation and Study Groups
was discussed during the ANPSA Council
meeting, but as yet the actions required
have not been advised to us. We will let
you know as soon as received.

Updated Website

Programming for the updated GDSG

website is basically complete, and it has

been ALI VEO since Janua
person who has made this possible is our

member & co-administrator, Heather Miles,

APS NSW. Without her involvement (and

skill in educating me!) none of this could

have happened. Thanks a million Heather

for what youbve done an
Everyone present agreed that the new

website was excellent and Heather was
acknowledged with a round of applause.

Most importantly for the website, we need
6story spottersd in eac
out for a good story and let us know, or

better still follow up and write the article

yourself.

All Members were encouraged to prepare
short stories (approx. 300 words or more)

Members were encouraged to take up the
chall enge to form a O0me
own State or local area, following the

Queensland example. Victoria and NSW

both previously had successful working

groups. One member from Western

Australia and another from Victoria offered

to investigate starting
states.

Obviously, | am not getting any younger but
am reasonably fit, and really enjoy the
position of Leader. However, soon there
will come a time to relinquish command, so
our Group needs to be prepared by
urgently appointing a second in command
to share in managing the study group, and
ultimately become the Leader.

There was no interest shown, but hopefully
in the wider membership there could be
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someone interested in this position?

It is important that during this next
biennial period, someone is appointed
to follow on as GDSG leader!

1 If you are interested in being involved in
any of these exciting and worthwhile
procedures, please contact either of us to
discuss how your talents could be used:

Lawrie Smith gdsg@anpsa.org.au
Heather Miles  hmiles1672@gmail.com

Choose a garden & start writing!

In preparing the stories for the website, there
is nothing new required to what many
members have already been doing over the
years for the Newsletter i just write your
garden story, complete with clear descriptive
photographs that illustrate the specific
planning and design elements.

Most importantly include:

Date of garden review

Garden owner(s)

Location i State, region, climate

Size, age & outline history of the garden
Aims, objectives & motivations

Your approval for article publication

E

NL126 7 was rejected by some members
email systems 1 PLEASE CHECK YOURS

You may have received this message:

AYour message coul dn't

because the recipient's email server (outside
Office 365) uses the spamrl.com spam block
list and it suspected your message is spam.
However, your message wasn't discarded,
but instead was put into the recipient's
spam quarantine.

To fix this, contact the recipient by some
other means (by phone, for example) and
ask them to release the message from their
spam quarantine. This will automatically re-
classify your message as being blocked by
mistake, and will help train the spamrl.com
block list to avoid blocking your messages in
the future. o
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Glimpses of Cranbourne Bota

nic Gardeas 2024
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species that is used in a completely different
Australian climate zone or bioregion to its

oCold Climate Garden natural habitat of origin?
Newsletter #128 February 2025

Next Newsletter THEME

This cosmopolitan garden trend is not

exclusive to Australia - elsewhere around the

pl anet the garden | andsca
worl dé have been fully &b
thousands of years by civilizations moving

between nations and continents, bringing

their familiar plants with them.

Reviewing our membership list there are very
few members who live in the colder regions
of the continent. Those who have previously
shared their stories have shown how
successful their unique gardens can be
where the design and plant selection is
defined or even dictated by the local climate

s In reality, this situation is no different today in
conditions.

Australia, than it was in 1788 when the
settlers in the O6First FI
process of bringing exotic plants from across

the world, in order to establish a little bit of

familiar homeland landscape in this unknown

foreign land.

Is this a valid argument for establishing
O0bl endedo6hegedoday® n s

Fiona & Alex Kruczaj garden, Blaney NSW Our First Nation people have been living in
this amazing and unique O
for 60,000+ years. How do they view the
continuing and expanding disregard of this
natural landscape heritage? Perhaps there is
a realistic way for native and exotic plant
species to coexist?

Our diverse national climate presents
seasonally cold conditions from the uplands
and tablelands of the major mountain ranges,
even extending down to coastal areas in the
south and Tasmania. These extreme winter
conditions are relatively short, compared to

other regions of the world, but there are In my view this is a very valid question, that
many Aussie species that prosper and thrive is coming to the fore ever more strongly with
in these cool to cold gardens. What effect is the increasing multiculturalism of Australia by
climate change having on the flora in these migration. Recently, | gave a lecture to the
areas? Perhaps you already have interesting national conference of Friends of Botanic
observations to share. Gardens with the theme the dhallenge of

C h a n gtleeée are a few relevant extracts.

This Newsletter THEME

. > The Challenge of Change

oBlended Gardensd Yes or Nod Nationwide our cities are changing radically
Newsletter #127 November 2024 to accommodate the rapidly expanding
population by dozing countless hectares of
natural bushland to be replaced by the
spreading lifeless clustering of small lot
housing. [We are told that Australia needs to

This is a controversial question as we
compare the views of the purist garden
designer supporters who practice 6 nat i v e . o .
speci e swiththode wio believe that build at least 1.2 mllllon new homes in the
exotic species could be mixed successfully next five years! With a!l the necessary
with Australian specie Slnfriasﬁructé[lre,éhss \él"hca"sfd”ﬂb‘cf‘ g@ﬁ d F n.
than 600 sq km]. These countless6 ' t t | e
But wait a minute, what is the definition of boxeso6 all | oohkirntinisale s a me ,
bexoticd? Does it just sitestaenetprovide sufficien edistieopenn o t
found naturally in Australia? Logically 6 e x o t i space for native or exotic gardens that could
could also be applied to an Australian relieve the monotonous urban sprawl - even
if the owners want to get busy planting!
ANPSA Garden Design Study Groi\ewsletter NL 127.docx page4
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For the first time, | am developing a small lot
garden personally, since moving to suburbia
with a small residential garden of 300 sgm.
Previously we lived for 40+ years on a two
hectare (5 acre) rural property and
progressively developed something of a
tativeb ot a ni c thgra rCdneeqguintly,
as one of those countless thousands of new

opportunity for all botanic gardens,
specifically to upgrade and expand their
demonstration gardens to encourage new
gardeners to select and plant the most
suitable native specimens in their small lot
gardens.

Further, | consider that this opportunity will

6smltlglar denersé across thd&Vehad folnOW j0malyeenefit, b
discovered that this spreading urban green shedo6 and other ur
challenge offers a very real opportunity for look to botanic gardens first, to ensure that
change in botanic gardens. they market plants that will actually grow in
the soils and environment of the local area!

What is the challenge? - ot
Most of the native species available through Demonstration garden, Cranbourne BG
nurseries are shrubs and trees, primarily One other important opportunity will be to
suited to large lots, revegetation and land expand demonstration gardens in local
care, rather than for small residential botanic gardens, to demonstrate the use of
gardens. Itis sad but true, that commercially appropriate, colourful native plants that offer
there is a very limited number of I’eadily many characters and suit varied
available, small, dependable, native plants requirements, then old and new local
that are suited to todapddéntsnas el d8fetentnigrarts frthP me
gardens. Most likely this is more of a many countries, will be challenged to simply
problem in tropical areas than in temperate. 6choose Australiand befor
Botanic gardens are ideally placed and Opportunity for ANPSA & GDSG too!
qualified to take advantage of this opportunity Obviously, this challenging small lot situation,
- who better to SeleCt, researCh, trial, and also opens a huge Opportunity for our native
plant demonstration gal’dens that dISpIay and p|ant Society to share our members own
promote the most suitable small native nationwide know|edge’ expertise and
species for this rapidly expanding, but poorly experience with use of Aussie plants in
serviced market? garden design and horticulture with the wider

. L . community at every opportunity. That is the
chovmgarnyitriusseép?nnger?? lﬁ ! |V In n g ver vaI#Ve orl our ori1line resources and regulari t h

lant sales of these species, supported b Y natfé Iaﬂt%eeﬁngsq &}Sbl § dhd salet.
Pecommended S ecieps lists ’andpi?]formati)(;n We already know the usefulness of our flora
Pe o ' perhaps better than any others!

and you have a win, win situation.
Because of this housing crisis, | see this L\le(;vgotrr:gtt?tﬁg irggr:ngnﬁlt;i olppg r:]ur;;t)é o of Ch

challenge as the number one priority and

ANPSA Garden Design Study Groi\ewsletter NL 127.docx

that we all must grapple with!
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Blended Gardens

Joan Dillon, Sunshine Coast, QId

As a member of a local Landcare group
which promotes the value of planting local
species, diversity, gene flow and creating
connections between gardens, street trees
and any nearby remaining bushland as all
very important issues in landscape planning
and garden design. This is directly related to
species adaptation to local soils, rainfall and
often, importance to an insect population
adapted to particular flower structures or food
sources for aspects of their life cycle.

Mixed massing of many local species

OQur property on Queensl
Coast is on the eastern escarpment of the
Blackall Range behind the coastal strip is

located on heavy dark basalt derived soils,

acidic in the 5-6 pH range which require

added organic matter, plus plenty of mulch

for water retention. The water holding

capacity is high, but after prolonged dry

weather large quite deep cracks develop.

Some plants do surprisingly well, but there is

no point in trying to grow the free flowering
members of the pea family found on the old

dune sands of the coast. Anything needing a
6special 6 soil is

The garden survives on tank water, so local
plants can be expected to do well so long as
they originated in a
rainforest is found up on the plateau on red
soils. This regional area is very diverse in
terms of plant communities.

ANPSA Garden Design Study Groi\ewsletter NL 127.docx

grown

6d

Our entire western boundary is protected
from wind by a long and effective windbreak
of Syzygium australe. Steep topography
tends to dictate the local weather, but most of
our rainfall comes up from the coast when

t her e 06 s-eaaterlgflow. t h

Syzygium spp - windbreak

A brief stroll or drive past most gardens
reveals that they are either almost entirely
exotic (meaning in this context plants from
other countries) or are blended. In this sub-
tropical zone with its generally good soils and
high rainfall, a very wide range of plants can
be grown, including weedy Australians such
as umbrella tree (Schefflera actinophylla). It

i

Xanthorrhoea latifolia i 3 years old
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is hard to find an entirely native garden and
particularly one with a predominance of local
native plants.

Hovea acutifolia

We live with blended gardens to varying
degrees. As a result of extensive
revegetation over many years, my own
garden on acreage has immediate
connections to our local flora and to adjacent
properties. Wallabies, birds, reptiles, insects
and others use these corridors to find food,
water and shelter. We are fortunate to be
able to enjoy our diverse wildlife.

: j v l 'V y ‘%d" “‘.__‘
Potted Begonia for year round colour

I do, however, include some exotic species in
the garden because | want flowers at certain
times of the year. Others may wish to grow
their motheros
gardens develop for many reasons. In a
country that has imported so many plants
over so many years, they are | feel a fact we
have to live with.

Commercial plant outlets will inevitably offer
what they think, via market research, what

ANPSA Garden Design Study Groi\ewsletter NL 127.docx

favour

the public will buy. The availability and range
of Australian plants is increasing but non-
Australian species dominate. For local plants,
meaning plants naturally adapted to your
local area, Landcare nurseries are often the
only source. The range available will depend
on seasonal seed availability.

Phebalium nottii i an inland species

Most gardens with a predominance of native
plants will contain a wide mix of broadly
Australian species. So long as they are not
weeds in your area, year-round flowering, or
other desirable characteristics can be
achieved. It is also likely to be the best way
to encourage other gardeners to try our
natives in their own gardens. In this area we
are fortunate to have some specialist native
nurseries that provide a broader range of
Australian natives. A bottlebrush, grevillea, or

Vireya Rhododendron i Nth Queensland
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a grafted small to medium height eucalypt in
full flower attracts attention. A drift of large
paper daisies in flower makes a vibrant
display.

The National Arboretum in Canberra is a

major tourist drawcard with the native garden

di splaying plants from
climatic zones. In addition to species there

are also named varieties like Leptospermum
60Copper Gl owb6, a shrub
attractive on its own or as a hedge. The

display of well-known named varieties is

most likely to encourage gardeners to add

native plants to their gardens.

For the foreseeable future blended gardens
will predominate. With careful species and
varietal selections, more gardeners should
and hopefully will be encouraged to discover
and search for local plants adapted to their
local and regional environments.

= SR

With positive education, but inevitable market ~ = —
forces in mind, blended gardens will be the Enticing entrance pathway through the collections
norm for some time to come.

Melton Botanic Gardens

Lawrie Smith, Brisbane

This regional Botanic Garden differs from
many traditional botanic gardens, as the
plant collection features species that tolerate
dry climate and low water conditions. The
plants are primarily sourced from around

It seemed |Ogica| to add this account here i dryland AUStralia, but also from other world

i tadbsout a o6bl endedd Bot degipns withsimilar glimati¢ gengditions. The
tells an important story about growing and botanic collection is scientifically established
displaying plants from the same or similar in a series of specific gardens, easily found
climatic zones in close association i but not and interpreted by signage, as the primary
confusing their origin or natural physical and secondary circulation network is

characteristics by avoidingé b1 endi ngo follaved
together in the same garden beds.

One of the day excursion options offered at
the recent ANPSA 2024 Conference in
Nunawading was to a botanically significant
and educational location, some fifty
kilometres west of Melbourne. The Melton
Botanic Garden is being established on an
ideal 25 hectare site by a dedicated group of
volunteer OFrimddswiotf ht
support from the City of Melton. They have
worked very successfully for the past 11
years to design, plant and maintain the
Botanic Gardens to encourage locals and
visitors to get in touch with nature.

Signage & seating at entry to a species garden

ANPSA Garden Design Study Groi\ewsletter NL 127.docx page8
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The diverse collection of species forming the
range of individual collection gardens is
influential and memorable, including plants
of: Victorian Volcanic Plains, Indigenous
Peoples, Bushfoods, Sensory, West
Australia, South Australia, Southern Africa,
Mediterranean, and California, Central and
South America.

Pathwaymeanderingoeside the lake

The encircling creek and lake walk features
the old and majestic River Red Gums, as it
meanders through preserved areas of
indigenous grassland and woodland along
Ryans Creek, the basis of the flora and b+ S

fauna, nature and conservation sections of Exotic collections close inspection paths
the garden.

Most importantly, the Friends have an
extremely well stocked nursery of quality
tubestock of the Australian dryland species
showcased in the gardens, but not readily
available elsewhere.

A

Shaded walk through the Eucalyptus forest

One of the particularly significant features of
the Gardens is a nationally registered
collection of dryland eucalypts (over 100
species), with related understorey native
plant species.

Ease of viewing and close observation of collectio

This is an excellent place to walk in winter or
a cool day because while there are shady
areas with tall trees, a lot of the vegetation is
quite low. The paths around the gardens are
basically flat, either concrete or gravel, and it
is easy to walk in between the well-spaced
plants for a closer inspection. Inviting picnic
facilities are located next to the lake in a lawn
area, with BBQs, picnic tables in large
shelters and an interesting playground.

New plantings compliment the existing

ANPSA Garden Design Study Groi\ewsletter NL 127.docx page9
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. Yet it hasndét al ways been
SpeCIa/ Repa vast natural riches have been celebrated, nor
that our public gardens and landscape

architecture would represent them. It is only

Marion Blackwell Am thanks to the foresight and endeavour of

Lawrie Smith, Brisbane, Q trailblazers such as Dr Marion Blackwell AM
that we, as a nation, stopped looking

Some sixty years ago, early in my career as outwardly to the o6mother
a landscape architect, | knew Marion identity and began truly appreciating the
Blackwell and her influence moulded the very fortune in our own country.
basis of my understanding of the Australian
environment and its significance. | wanted to Growing up in the shadow of the Great
take this opportunity to bring an awareness Dividing Range in New South Wales,
to others about how important this Mariondés |l ove for trees b
wonderfully accomplished lady is to the age. Long hours spent enjoying the freedom
integrated relationship between landscape of exploration on her fan
design and Australian plants. invaluable cultural insights shared by an
This is what | call design with Natured Aboriginal stockman established a deep
The following articles capture the basic appreciation for the intricate, interconnected
essence of her exceptional lifetime story. details that are often overlooked in nature.
Before long, this newfound understanding
The trailblazing endeavour of horticultural legend would grow into a life-long passion.
Dr Marion Blackwell AM
https://www.uwa.edu.au/news/article/2024/april As an exceptional student, Marion

encountered unexpected challenges when
Trailblazing Horticultural Legend encouraged by her parents to further her
" S education at university. Declined enrolment

: e~ in her first choice of veterinary science, by
virtue of the degree not being open to women
at that time, she instead enrolled in a
Bachelor of Science majoring in plant
physiology and ecology.

After initially finding the transition to
university exceptionally hard, Marion soon
flourished in her new field. So much so that,
upon graduation, she was immediately
appointed lecturer in mycology (fungi) at the

-

Marion Blackwell AM landscape architect

From the evocative rich ochres and the deep University of Technology in Sydney (later
burnt umber of Uluru and Purnululu, to the The University of New South Wales). It was a
crystal waters of Karijini and Kakadu, position she held until 1958, when she
Australiaés national p amayes hesyoeng fanaly to thennpvel tegaina t r a |
to the Australian way of life but are an and unexploited opportunities of the western
essential vision of our national identity and reaches of the continent.
place intheworld.l n f act, i tods imgossible t o .

It was In Western Australia that Marion would

even imagine an Australian national tourism : )
campaign that doesnot fl@geherp U@W@Zﬁﬁ”% tablish
vistas of our most iconic natural wonders i herself as a leading figur€ in environmental
and for good reason i these extraordinarily science, landscape architecture and
beautiful ancient landscapes, and the flora conservation, while lecturing part-time in

and fauna that inhabit them, are unique to UWAO6s Department of Botan
this land. Architecture.

ANPSA Garden Design Study Grotfewsletter NL 127.docx pagel0
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Her much celebrated, pioneering surveys who now continue her legacy in

hel ped establ i sh a numbenvironméntalkensetvatianl i a 6 s

national parks 1 including the World Heritage . ] R

Listed Purnululu (home of the Bungles For Marion ités another h
Bungles) i and her continued respect for the vast collection of achievements, including
knowledge of Indigenous Australians. becoming a member of the Order of Australia

in 2011 for her ground-breaking bush
conservation programs and appointment to
the board of the Environmental Protection
Authority of WA.

During her career, Marion continued to teach
at UWA, was a member of the National Parks
and Nature Conservation Authority, and
undertook landscape consultancy work in the
field of design, planning and management.

Marion was also appointed Landscape

Architect in the development of Murdoch
Universitydés renowned bus
All the while continuing to work tirelessly to

Her work with remote communities identify and highlight the importance of one
broadened an understanding of the local of the most diverse ecosystems on the
environment and biology, becoming planet.

invaluable to conservation efforts.

Murujuga, Burrup Peninsula

However, being one of the first women in her
field wasndét somet hing
eagerlyembraced. il t wasnodt eas
only woman Mariontekpinst i el d
AThey didnét want a wo
that was made obviousé
but you endeavour to find a way through
difficulties."

Her experiences with such prejudice gave
Marion another mission, and lifelong . wis
dedication, as mentor and champion for Murdoch University Campus

women. Her advocacy, teaching and
breaking of 6the glass ceilingbé has seen her

become an inspiration for countless women

ANPSA Garden Design Study Grotyewsletter NL 127.docx pagell
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Marion Blackwell Am

an Australian horticultural legend
6Marionoés
Australia on Fri 2 Aug 20197 interviewer Josh Byrne

"Are you coming to see my beautiful
cascading grevillea?" Marion Blackwell asks
Josh, who has come to visit her gorgeous
private garden. Marion has had an
extraordinary career as an environmental
scientist, a landscape architect and a
conservationist.

Her garden is eight years old. It's not far from
the beach and actually sits on the secondary
dune system, which means her plants are
growing in sand. Josh describes the tour of
her sanctuary as a horticultural master class.

One of the first plants she shows Josh is an
unusual grevillea. "It's stunning! It looks like a
Grevillea wickhamii, but I've never seen a
yellow flowering one before. What's the
story?" Josh asks.

Grevillea miniata

"Well, when | first collected it Josh, | only
brought back one seed of it, but | collected it
and | took it into the herbarium and | was told
it was G. wickhamii and | said, 'But it doesn't
really look like it when it's growing. | don't
think it is." And it sulks. It sat for about three
years here after | put the seed in, but it
suddenly shot up last year and had these
glorious golden flowers," Marion says. "They
call it Grevillea miniata." "Have the
herbarium staff finally agreed with you?"

ANPSA Garden Design Study Groi\ewsletter NL 127.docx
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"I haven't been back to see them," Marion
laughs.

aGdes?tL‘]’lri?lgt to another plant, Marion says,

"This plant is Melaleuca cuticularis. It's
known as the Saltwater Melaleuca."

"You mentioned it grows in hyper-saline
water?" queries Josh. "It can. It doesn't have
to but it can grow, I'm told, in water up to four
times the salinity of seawater and that's
something,"” Marion says.

Melaleuca cuticularis

The garden surrounds the house and is
made up of 18 distinct spaces, as Marion
calls them. With plants and flowers tumbling
over walls and terraces, it might look casual,
but it's all by design.

Marion explains, "Always in my landscape
designs, | start off with local species and then
species from the area around about, then
West Australian species, then Australian
species and then the world - in that order -
looking for the actual very one plant for that
particular position. That's how | think about it
all the way through."

"This top garden here is Mediterranean and
that Poinciana (Delonix regia) was a house
warming present and I think it's one of the
beautiful trees in the world so | don't resent it
being there. It's rather large for what we have
room for."

Josh admires a particularly magnificent
cycad. "That's from the top of the Leopold
Ranges. Cycas furfuracea and you just look -
it makes you weep. It's a female and puts up
these beautiful carpophores, all the little
ovules - and no daddy around, so then
they're all shrivelling up and dying," Marion
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says. "This place is so full of stories," says
Josh.

Cycas fuffuracea |

Marion also works with remote indigenous
communities. It's a two-way process that
began a long time ago. "We had an
Aboriginal stockman on our station when |
was a child and he taught me a lot. They're
so observant and they know, and because of
their background knowledge, they're very
aware. | think it opened my eyes to a lot of
things - to actually being observant, to
understanding much more about how things
grow, why they grow, where they grow and
that type of thing.

"So, what's this beautiful little Kangaroo
Paw?" asks Josh. "That's very special. That's
the smallest of all the Anigozanthos called A.
gabrielae - Dwarf Kangaroo Paw, and it's a
most glorious little plant that lives in swampy
areas. It's very interesting. If you think about
where it comes from and what conditions it

Anogozanthus gabrielae

ANPSA Garden Design Study Groi\ewsletter NL 127.docx

lives under, you can nearly always grow a
plant. | just have a drip on it and | keep it
moist - more moist than | would keep most
other plants - and that plant is now 64 years
old."

In 2011, Marion Blackwell was awarded an
Order of Australia - the establishment has
recognised her work. But it wasn't always so.
When she came to the west in the late
1950's, she first had to learn to love the
native plants and then break down the local
prejudice against them. "I think in the 1960s,
people thought they'd stick natives in and the
garden would look after itself and they stuck
in anything, irrespective. They didn't get the
advice on design. Although you mightn't
think it, this garden's had a lot of design
thought put into it, because | think that's the
most important way to display things.

Marion's garden is clearly as much about
experimentation as it is creating a beautiful
environment. Her work continues to inspire
people and Josh says he's left wondering
how she fits in all this work. "l don't regard it
as work," says Marion. "l just go on living and
do what | can fit in."

People ask Marion why native plants have
been so important in her landscape design?
fit is because they belong to, and gust makeb
that particular habitat. In my mind, the most
likely plants to survive, are those that are
already adapted to the conditions of the site.
They are unique and appropriate for that
location. Whenever possible, | also introduce
a selection of beautiful and not commonly
known native species into urban and rural
landscape designs, in order to build our
Australian identity.o
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composted green waste and mounded to

Member S Star ies create garden beds on either side of the

creek bed. Bio-degradable weed mat was
used throughout, and in-ground dripper

From Paddock to Garden irrigation system feed by water pumped from

Josephine Raw, Bendigo, Victoria the dam, were placed on top of the soil, and
under the mat. Shredded tree mulch from
During the July Quarterly Gathering storm felled trees from the Daylesford area
members visited the newly established has been used throughout.

garden of Jo & Doug Raw in Longlea, near
Bendigo.

They bought the 9 hectare property seven
years ago. It was a totally cleared paddock
featuring a dam that covered approximately a
guarter of the block, that gives a fabulous
water view from the house.

5 ale

Garden features include rocks and logs
sourced from local excavation works and the

use of Corten steel as walls, planter boxes

and water features. This creates garden
Aroomso and separates dif
garden. A hot house is used to propagate

from locally sourced cuttings through the

plant club and seeds through the APS Seed

Bank.

Serious planting started in May 2022 with
infrastructure work being undertaken for the
first 18 months (and this is still continuing).

A dry creek bed was created to carry water
during downpours and to collect water from
the agri drains to overflow from the lower

pond to the dam. The topsoil stripped from
the building site was mixed with 20-25% W S P ]

Technology is used so all watering and water
features are controlled by a phone app.

e . &
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There are many challenges on this site. The
annual rainfall is on average 500 mm; the
site is exposed to hot dry northerly winds in
summer and regular frosts in winter; and Jo
and Doug have to manage rabbits, hares and
kangaroos.

In a remarkably short period, the garden is
growing well with the aid of Neutrog products
and is beginning to embrace the house.
Favourite plants are Grevillea and
Eremophila, although Jo says there are
always new ones, she is keen to try. This is
definitely a garden to follow as the plantings
fill their spaces.

Tranquillity or challenge?

Geoff Simmons, Queensland

For the GDSG Newsletter #125 March 2023
the theme for the
and Tr an gegantly tame across this
article in the Native Plants Queensland
Newsletter #29 (April/May 2000), written by
member Geoff Simmons probably twenty-five
years ago, and thought the subject matter
would still be of interest when designing,
‘pleasing spaces to look at and be in'.

In my view the cardinal point, especially in
large gardens where trees and shrubs are
dominant, is the production of an atmosphere
of tranquillity. A few of many facets to
produce this character are set out below.

The opposing view that gardens should be
challenging no doubt has equally strong
advocates. Juxtaposition of contrasting
(discordant) colours or specialization to the
extent of ignoring design, are two that come

ANPSA Garden Design Study Groi\ewsletter NL 127.docx

to mind. While one may admire the zeal and
knowledge of one who creates a garden
consisting of, say, cacti and succulents, there
are limitations to this approach to gardening.

The significant feature of tranquillity the first
point, is 'pleasing to be in' and it is interesting
that this aspect is also expressed in the last
item - 'appeal to the senses'. So, what are
the main factors that result in a tranquil
garden? And do any of these have a special
role in the design of an Australian garden?

g

Lack of any impediment to movement.
If you have to fight your way through a
garden there is little if any tranquillity, only
challenge. This is so even if branches or
foliage is sparse and wispy. Leaves,
particularly those at eye level, are a visual
nuisance. If recent rain or watering bends
branches over paths, not only wetness but
hindrance to progress may result.

Finishes for paths.
Uneven surfaces and abrupt changes in

i s s u e direction argitwoof thie @dverse sityagons.

The placing of rectangular paving stones
contrary to the direction of progress is
challenging and does not result in a peaceful
atmosphere.

o
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Placement of physical structures.

A seat sited so that the occupant is
surrounded by pleasant vegetation and not
cut off in a dead end is probably a better
choice.

A K2

Type of plant material

Does the Australian flora contain species that
can be classed as peaceful or non-peaceful?
Some observers consider that groves of
casuarinas have a peaceful ambience.

Lack of noise
Undoubtedly this is a desirable feature, if
tranquillity is the aim, although a soothing
sound may also be appreciated. In my
experience vegetation is not a good sound
suppressor of traffic noise and other sounds
unrelated to the garden surrounds. Has
anyone any views on what if any, species of
trees or shrubs produce too much noise?

It is obvious that there is a great challenge in
producing either a tranquil/harmonious or
challenging/noisy garden using Australian
plants, australiana and the Australian
environment.

ANPSA Garden Design Study Groi\ewsletter NL 127.docx

| think many gardeners would not design with
this aspect as a major part of their thoughts.
The ultimate judgement is on what one feels
personally in the garden - not on its content.

Native Orchids Herald Spring

Lawrie Smith, Brisbane
In September each year two native orchids
make a huge contribution to the subtropical
garden as they add flamboyant colour and
spectacle to herald the commencement of
spring. Throughout the rest of the year, both
quietly enhance the garden with their
differing foliage and form merging almost
imperceptibly into the background.

\ P \ !
\
I " ; !

Dendrobium speciosurolden King Orchid
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common names all derived from the form of
its foliage, including
FIl amesé and O0CIimbing
latter not to be confused with Asplenium

australasicumor 6 Birds Nest Fer |
an ideal container plant : . :
Lawrie Smith, Brisbane This useful plant will tolerate full sun provided
there are moist soil conditions, although its
More than two decades ago | collected a foliage will be yellow green, and much
small section of rhizome from a very shorter and less fleshy. In full shade it
distinctive fern Microsorum punctatum, attains its optimum aesthetic form of upright
spreading across the protected slopes of a fleshy lime green fronds, which as they age,
coastal sand dune, near the Town of bend over gracefully and expand the width of
Seventeen Seventy in Central Queensland. the clump of fronds significantly. These
Yes, Joseph Banks collected specimens here di stinctive upright frond
in 1770! FIl amesé and this is my pr
name. I n the garden 6Gre

scramble over rocks, climb up walls of timber
or concrete, as the cascading rhizomes
create pleasant o6wovenodé p

Original Microsorum punctatum carpet

This very attractive understory was thriving
within a mixed littoral forest, where the
canopy was shaped by wind shear to a
maximum height of about 2 meters above the
surface level. Although located within an
area of full coastal wind and salt exposure to
the Cora Sea, the fern provided an extensive
dense carpet of rhizomes and fine roots
efficiently controlling sand erosion. This |
observed, was obviously a very hardy
specimen that would likely tolerate quite a
few of the extremes found in garden
conditions, and over the years this has
proved to be the case.

Microsorum punctatum occurs in eastern
Queensland from Cape York, south to
Moreton Bay near Brisbane. It is basically
pan-tropical, also found in tropical western
Africa, Madagascar, Christmas Island, and
through tropical South East Asia, and the
Pacific to Tahiti. The species has many
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hard surfaces, from these the fronds emerge.

First container of Microsorum

Microsorum punctatum is a fern with short-
creeping rhizomes, found as an epiphyte,
terrestrial plant or growing on surfaces of
rocks. Fronds are pale lime or yellow-green,
usually all similar but can be slightly different.
They are closely spaced, simple (undivided),
erect and from 1000 - 1500 mm long and 50 -
100 mm wide, elliptic, lanceolate or linear
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