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Cold Climate Gardens 
 

Our diverse national climate 
presents seasonally cold conditions 
from the uplands and tablelands of 
the major mountain ranges, even 
extending down to coastal areas in 
the south. These extreme winter 
conditions are relatively short, 
compared to other regions of the 
world, but there are many Aussie 
species that prosper and thrive in 
these cool to cold gardens.  
What effect is climate change 
having on the flora in these areas? 

Membership of GDSG is free   . . . . .                     
Newsletters are distributed to all members only by email.   
Please advise if you wish to change your contact details or 

to discontinue membership.     
Please ensure to send your Newsletter submissions at 
least two weeks before the publication month. 
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EDITORIAL 
 
Welcome to GDSG Newsletter #128, 
hopefully another interesting issue, however 
we really need more members to share their 
knowledge and experience about their own 
garden design or something else they have 
seen, to ensure that the NL standard is able 
to be maintained ï so please keep your 
contributions coming.  

This Newsletter THEME 

òCold Climate Gardensó   

Newsletter #128                  February 2025  
 

Reviewing our membership list there are very 
few members who live in the colder regions 
of the continent. Those who have previously 
shared their stories have shown how 
successful their unique gardens can be 
where the design and plant selection is 
defined or even dictated by the local climate.  

Our diverse national climate presents 
seasonally cold conditions from the uplands 
and tablelands of the major mountain ranges, 
even extending down to coastal areas in the 
south. These extreme winter conditions are 
relatively short, compared to other regions of 
the world, but there are many Aussie species 
that prosper and thrive in these cool to cold 
gardens.  

These photos of GDSG members cold 
climate gardens, illustrate how, with 
thoughtful design, our Aussie plants have 
established so successfully in four seasons.   

  

Fiona & Alex Kruczaj garden, Blaney, NSW 

Neil Mariott garden, Stawell Vic 

Anne Keaney garden, Stanwell Park, NSW 
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Twenty Years in a Cold Climate  
Development of the Walcott Garden 2003 - 2024 

 Words Ros Walcott, Photos Ben Walcott 

Ben and Ros have outlined their process of planning, 
designing and establishing a cold climate garden that 
has been carefully modified over the past twenty 
years to create a majestic ówalkaboutô garden that 
demonstrates careful response to climate.  Lawrie 

We purchased our block of land in the suburb 
of Red Hill in Canberra in 2001, but did not 
begin to garden there until July 2003. Our 
property was first developed in 1926 when a 
small house was built on the one hectare 
(9,300 square metres) property and a number 
of Pinus radiata were planted around the 
perimeter in the early thirties. Other large 

conifers were planted at the front of our 
garden, including a now magnificent 90 year 
old Portuguese Cypress, (Cupressus 
lusitanica). The property was purchased by the 
French government and used as their 
Chancery office for many years.  

Our garden is a fan shaped block on a slope 
measuring 610 metres altitude at the top to 
600 metres at the bottom. The soil has not 

been stripped (as is common in Canberra) and 
consists of yellow or red clay covered with 
loam which is neutral to slightly acidic 
anywhere we have measured (pH 7.0 ï pH 
6.5). We have amended the soil every year 
starting with 30 truckloads (15 cubic metres 
each) of ócoarse forest litterô in the first year, 
followed by 5-10 truckloads each following 
year. We also applied 30 bags of Dynamic 
Lifter in 2003 (an organic, poultry manure-
based product in an aged and pelletised form 
to break up the clay and encourage the 
presence of earthworms and beneficial soil 
micro-organisms). The climate in Canberra is 
frosty in winter and hot in summer, with rain 
(annual average 625mm) distributed fairly 
evenly over the 12 months.  

The garden is planted almost entirely with 
Australian natives, with a very few New 
Zealand natives added. Apart from the pre-
existing exotic trees, we also have three Meyer 
lemon trees and seven Pistacia trees. The 
original design of the garden was done by 
Helen Cohen, who was also part of the firm 
creating the architectural design of the house. 
We wanted to integrate the design of house 
and garden.  

Over a period of two years, from 2001 to 2003, 
in consultation with Helen by email, phone and 
letter from America, we developed a plan for 
the garden. Our design principles included the 
following: 

¶ the garden would contain mostly plants 
native to Australia 

¶ there would be little, if any, lawn - where we 
needed open space we would have a 
meadow of grasses, forbs and lilies 
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¶ the garden would be attractive to birds and 
other wildlife 

¶ plant foliage and shape would be more 
important than flowers, even though flowers 
were needed to attract many of the nectar 
feeding birds 

¶ we would attempt to retain all rain water on 
the property for use in the garden 

¶ there should be some open water in the 
garden to attract wildlife 

¶ we did not want a series of enclosed 
garden rooms, but rather different areas 
that flowed into each other 

¶ there would be more emphasis on the 
natural rather than the formal in the garden 
design, including wide paths in curved 
shapes 

¶ while most native plants require trimming, 
they should only be trimmed to enhance 
their natural shape, not to create any formal 
shapes 

Our architect, Wal Kostyrko, sited the new 
house turned 90 degrees to the original house, 
facing northeast to catch the winter sun along 
the whole length of the house. Wide eaves at 

the correct level ensure that the summer sun 
does not overheat the house. The trees on the 
block had received no maintenance for 
decades and needed attention. With advice 
from Dr. Robert Boden, (former Director of the 
Australian National Botanic Gardens) a 
number of trees were removed from the block 
and others pruned in 2003.  

 

Able Landscaping was hired to complete site 
preparation and initial planting, and the Elvin 
brothers, David and Ian, constructed the rock 
work around the large and small ponds from 
rock quarried at Newline near Queanbeyan.  
All drain spouts from the roof and run off from 
the extensive granite paving are diverted into 
three ponds where rainwater is mixed with 
bore water to run the irrigation system. We use 
drip irrigation occasionally where practical but 
mostly a microjet irrigation system for the 
planted areas.   

Over a six month period, from July 2003 to 
December 2003, the basic planting of 2,500 
plants, including 40 trees, was completed. The 
meadow, 650 square metres in area, was 
planted with over 20,000 grasses, lilies and 
forb seedlings in November 2003. The soil was 
not amended in this part of the garden, as 
ripping the ground would have encouraged 
more weeds. The meadow planters used a drill 
to make a hole, then added a gel containing 
both water and nutrients and planted the 
seedlings. The meadow was rewarding at 
several times of the year but was the most 
difficult part of the garden to maintain. In 2014 
we decided to redevelop the meadow as 
garden beds. We removed the grasses, dug 
over the area, added soil and irrigation and 
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mulched with pebbles. We surrounded the 
beds with swales filled with large river pebbles 
to ensure excellent drainage. These beds have 
now been planted with low growing 
Eremophilaôs, grevilleas, daisies and other 
colourful plants. We have also removed 
another area of lawn near the house which we 
have developed in a similar fashion. 

 

We have planted almost 10,000 plants over the 
20 years, representing about 1,000 different 
species, hybrids and cultivars, of which we 
retain about 4,000. I hasten to add that most of 
these plants have not died, although many 
have, especially in the early years when we 
were establishing overhead protection against 
frost and sun. The majority of plants have been 
removed for problems with rampant growth, 
failure to thrive, or changes in the garden 
design.  These plants definitely did not read 
their labels. The challenging part of creating an 
Australian native garden is that the plants are 
not reliable or established in their growth 
patterns, as many have only recently been 
adapted to gardens from nature. The garden 
that we developed on Long Island over 30 
years consisted of plants which were reliable in 
their growth patterns and whose horticultural 

needs were well established. I do not recollect 
that we ever had any plants die in our garden 
there, but only removed for garden design 
changes. 

We have learned a great deal about our 
property over twenty years. In general, we 
have lost few plants to cold and frost. The 
majority of plants have been lost during 
January and February, not because of lack of 
water, but because of excess heat. We have 
attracted over one hundred species of birds to 
the garden, from an original thirty five species, 
including a pair of breeding Australian 
Hobbies, and we expect to attract more as the 
garden matures. We have added a 
greenhouse for orchids and a shade house for 
seedlings. We also have an extensive 
collection of natives in pots, especially those 
that do not like our clay soils or frosts. 

The making of the house and garden has been 
an intensely interesting, occasionally 
frustrating, and mostly enjoyable experience. 
We expect to continue learning about our 
plants and growing conditions for years to 
come.   

Website: walcottgarden.com for details of plants and 
design. 
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Gardening in a cold climate  
Claire Mullin, Armidale, NSW 

I protect a lot of plants with a range of 
protection, including óInsulnetô which does a lot 
of heavy lifting in the garden as it also doubles 
as insulation for parts of the garden during very 
hot days, as well as hail protection in the dark 
days of October hail season. I protect all young 
plants for their first year, including even local 
species.  I also use towels on a framework of 
tomato cages, as well as basic plastic tree 
guards on 3 bamboo stakes surrounding a 
plant. If I have time when snow is forecast, I 
even wrap the young and precious things in a 
towel and put a garbage bag over it and tie it 
down as it's hard to properly protect things if 
they are in freezing conditions and wet that 
follows a cold front and snow. Tree guards also 
double as hail protection. We have quite some 
infrastructure! 

We also install occasional barriers that direct 
the flow of sinking cold air away from young or 
less frost hardy plants and towards known 
local cold hardy nurse plants such as 
Callistemon pungens and Hakea microcarpa.  

When we first started planting out the garden 
with natives 22 years ago, we bought a hiko 

tray of local Leptospermum polygalifolium and 
planted them out around the yard. They fulfilled 
the role of nurse plants perfectly and today 6 
remain. We have also used Leptospermum 
minutifolium and the Eucalyptus gregsoniana 
in the cold sink of the yard. The cold sink is in 
the low point in the north-east corner and it is 
consistently about 3 degrees colder than the 
rest of the yard and the official temperature 
minimum for that day. Plants in that part of the 
garden have to be proven frost resistant! 

Mulching materials also come into play - we 
use rocks to catch and release radiant heat for 
less frost resistant plants, and experiment with 
thickness and colour of mulch and nearby 
paving for heat absorption. 

The transition from cold to warm is also a 
challenge as our Winters can be quite damp 
and we are on black clay so plants can 
experience root rot after which the first warm 
Spring day kills them dead. Admittedly, they 
were dead plants walking but the optics still 
hurt! 

We have a large wooden fence on the 
Southern side of the garden which is also 
protected by the neighbour's 2 large old 
Cypress so all along that side of the garden is 
the sweet spot - sunny, warm and protected in 
Winter and a bit shady and cooler in Summer. 
Needless to say, its pretty jam packed in there. 
I have still lost a couple of cooler climate plants 
there though such as Phebalium daviesii (it 
was just too hot a spell for it) and a Telopea 
truncata. We also use the eastern side of the 
shed through Winter - in the photo you can see 
we are even growing a >2 metre tall 5 year old 
Adenanthos sericeus in a pot next to the 
orange shed. It copes with the cold and the 
shade without issue and just keeps getting 
bigger! 

We have to consider what plants will cope with 
being in shade all Winter long when planted 
along the northern fence - this spot is also then 
hit with full sun in Summer so plants have to be 
tough, such as Hakea decurrens ssp 
physocarpa, Grevillea oxyantha, Correa Dusky 
Bells, Correa lawrenceana, Prostanthera 
largiflorens, Leptospermum polygalifolium and 
Correa glabra cultivars. 
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We have been trialling a 'meadow' as well - 
one side of it is in almost full shade through 
Winter, so we have planted Poa sieberiana, a 
Grevillea Canterbury Gold and Grevillea 
Molongolo as nurse plants for smaller 
Pelargonium australe, Mazus pumilio, 
Diplarenna moraea, Caesia parviflora, Pimelea 
linifolia and Bulbine bulbosa. Patersonia 
occidentalis, Eryngium ovinum and 
Pycnosorus globosus all sit in the slightly 
higher side snuggled up against the vegetable 
garden. Ammobium alatum grow anywhere 
which is mad and joyous! 

I have planted a range of small, cold hardy 
eucalypts around the yard for micro-climates 
and protection. There are 4 E. Gregsoniana, a 
E. parvula, E curtisii, E neglecta, E moorei, E 
staigeriana, E pulverulenta, 2 x E leucoxylon 
megalocarpa, E camphora ssp relicta, E viridis, 
E approximans ssp codonocarpa, E 
wimmerensis, and a E vernicosa but it doesn't 
really do a job other than be cool to see! A 
Eucalyptus pauciflora 'Little Snowman' never 
thrived and was under attack from scale and 
really making the rest of that area sick so we 
removed it - immediately everything looked 
healthier.  

We also strategically plant larger cold hardy 
nurse shrubs that protect other plants, such as 
Banksia integrifolia ssp monticola, Acacia 
rubida and vestita, Grevillea Semper Florens, 
Hakea salicifolia, Baeckea virgata, 
Leptospermums, Westringia and Callistemons. 
Lower growing, cold hardy Correa decumbens 
hybrids and Grevillea Bronze Rambler also 

protect smaller plants. Essentially, close 
plantings help each other stay warm (and 
cool). We also use a couple of existing 
Pittosporums as nurse plants which are having 
their canopy reduced over time as the younger 
plants grow to replace them - again frost, heat 
and hail protection! 

When I find a plant I really want to try, I tend to 
buy at least 2 so I have an insurance 
population if Winter is too harsh on the first 
planted out or I might like to try the same 
species in different parts of the garden, 
especially for plants that aren't common in 
cultivation and so their preferences and 
genetics are a bit of an unknown. I always 
have 'doubles' in pots on the deck through 
Winter which can irritate my partner a bit! 

We like to grow Winter flowering plants - our 
Winters can be quite tough for wildlife (and us!) 
so we grow Correas and Grevilleas to keep the 
Eastern Spinebills fed over Winter, and also 
have Acacias for Thornbills, Fairy Wrens, 
Silvereyes, Grey Fantails and Willie Wagtails 
through Autumn (insects on foliage) and late 
Winter (insects on flowers). 

We are always keen on trying local species as 
they are proven in our climate and so a bit less 
high maintenance! 

 

 

  

Claire obviously relies ƻƴ ΨLƴǎǳƭƴŜǘΩ όǿƘƛŎƘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
heard of!!) to fight the cold, snow and icy winds . . . . . 
whereas I use fine black netting, wire mesh and 
polythene sheets to fight the Bush Turkey destruction!! 
Both procedures have the same result of defacing the 
design and aesthetic qualities of the garden!!    Lawrie 
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This is what's known as 
the óSpiegeltentô - see the 
Insulnet bundled up 
above the large Acacia 
vestita which will be the 
nurse plant for smaller 

things beneath. We will up-prune it so 
everything will get light and airflow but be 
protected from the frost and the heat. Beneath 
it is an Asterolasia trymaloides, Kunzea 
muelleri, Prostanthera cuneata, Lasiopetalum 
micranthum and Grevillea diminuta so some 
cold hardy things but also some smaller 
daintier plants too. Also see the tree guards 
(as 'hats') as the Grevillea Winter Delights are 
tough but it is a challenging spot still) and also 
more Insulnet to the left which protects some 
newer plants behind the vege patch. 

This is the barrier we put 
up to direct the flow of 
cold air around a section 
we are trying to establish 
behind the vege patch. It 
is a cold spot and plants 

have been difficult to establish in the past. This 
approach has worked in another section of the 
yard when we were trying to establish an 
Acacia fimbriata (which had been demolished 
by frost in its first year). Again, see the Insulnet 
which covers the plants to the right (which also 
have hats!). The introduction of pavers has 
also created a heat bank. The darker ones at 
the back of the photo are much warmer. 

It is a cluttered photo, but 
this is the north-eastern 
cold sink of the yard into 
which all cold air flows. It 
has been planted with 
Eucalyptus pulverulenta, 

3 x Eucalyptus gregsoniana, Eucalyptus 
neglecta, Eucalyptus moorei as well as a 
Hakea eriantha, Hakea microcarpa, 
Leptospermum minutifolium and Acacia 
phlebophylla, and lower Acacia alpina, Poa 
sieberiana and fawcettiae, Correa Dusky Bells 
and decumbens hybrid. All very cold hardy. 

More infrastructure! Insulnet over a Pomaderris 
lanigera, Zieria littoralis, Darwinia taxifolia, 
Homoranthus prolixus, Melaleuca wilsonii and 
Asterolasia rupestris ssp rupestris. Beyond you 
can see the Westringia fruiticosa and Correa 

decumbens hybrid which 
does a lot of heavy lifting 
in the garden. This 
section is on the southern 
side of the yard and 
enjoys some protection 

from the neighbour's Cypress, seen just above 
the fence line in the background. 

This section is further 
along on the southern 
side where we have a 
Brown Turkey fig, 
Hymenosporum flavum 
(which may be a folly in 

Armidale despite my best efforts!), Grevillea 
mollis (grafted), Eremophila Silver Spread, 
Eremophila Mallee Lipstick, Eremophila Yanna 
Road, Isopogon Coaldale Cracker, 
Micromyrtus ciliata, Hibbertia obtusifolia, 
Grevillea humifusa, Homoranthus prolixus, 
Calitrix tetragona, Melaleuca incana and a 
Hakea orthorryncha (also probably a folly!) 
plus more. These plants are also protected by 
the wood shed on the western side and 
Eucalypts wimmerensis and camphora ssp 
relicta, as well as a Callistemon Hannah Ray 
and Grevillea wilkinsonii. Ground covers are 
Grevilleas New Blood and Molongolo. 

This section on the other 
side of the woodshed, is 
a sweet spot nestled 
between it and the 
garage on the southern 
side of the yard. A 20 
year old Eucalyptus 
leucoxylon ssp 
megalocarpa, Grevillea 
Apricot Charm and 3 x 
Baeckea virgata protect a 

range of smaller shrubs including Banksia 
spinulosa, Asterolasia beckersii, Acacia 
siculiformis (which doesn't really need 
protection but it's ended up in a shady corner), 
a range of smaller Correas, Pelargonium 
rodneyanum, Cassinia leptocephala, Grevillea 
Splendour, Hakea multilineata and Grevillea 
jephcottii, amongst other things. We have also 
added some climbers into that section to hid 
the garage and also climb the tree including 
Clematis Southern Stars, Hardenbergia 
violacea and Clematis microphylla.  
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Local Group News 

 
New Regional Groups about to be 
Formed? 

Lawrie Smith, Brisbane, Q 

One of the most important subjects on the 
GDSG meeting agenda discussed at last 
yearôs ANPSA Conference in Melbourne was 
the challenge to form a ómeeting groupô of 
GDSG members in various local regional 
areas of Australia.  Victoria and NSW had 
previously established successful working 
groups, so perhaps these could be revived? 

Queensland example: Six years ago, we 
commenced a very successful ómembers 
working groupô.  Participation averages about 
15 ï 20 at each meeting.  We still meet 
bimonthly around the Southeast Queensland 
region at members gardens or other larger 
planned landscapes, where together we 
inspect and discuss the garden design 
principles observed.  

Some of the most valuable and beneficial of 
our excursions have taken the form of design 
workshops, where together we take out 
pencils and paper to plan sections of the 
memberôs garden we are visiting.  It is 
amazing to see the innovative concepts and 
design ideas that GDSGQ members suggest 
to their fellow gardeners! 

It is strongly recommended that members 
in other states follow Queenslandôs 
example, as personal contact and 
discussion is so beneficial in 
understanding the intricacies and 
opportunities of garden design! 

At the 2024 Melbourne meeting two 
members offered to commence the process 
of establishing a local group: 

¶ Western Australia: Bev Lockley  

¶ Victoria: Sally Collyer  

I have forwarded a list of members in their 
respective state, to Bev and Sally, together 
with some suggestions for forming a Local 
Group. So please, when you receive a 
communication from them, take advantage to 

get together at someoneôs garden for mutual 
benefit ï it is so beneficial. 

STOP PRESS!  
Sally has just contacted me to say that she 
has decided to move to Tasmania and so will 
have to transfer her intention to form a local 
group to the new state once organised. 
 
Soon after, Bev Hanson rang me to say she 
would love to try to form a local group in 
Melbourne, but needs others to help organise 
excursions, and particularly with using 
technology to contact other members.  
 
Please remember that I am always here to 
help in any way, so please all members, give 
consideration to the value of holding 
occasional get togethers at members 
gardens.  
 
 

Value of getting together in other gardens  
The following story outlines one interesting 
discussion that arose during our November 
Local Group meeting in Queensland, in 
which a rarely considered aspect of garden 
design with native plants was the subject.  

óBlended Gardensô 
This was the theme for the November 2024 
issue of the GDSG Newsletter.  Very fitting 
too, as our GDSGQ members were meeting 
together in the brilliant late autumn sunshine 
to analyse the garden of local member 
Trevor, a very interesting and diverse 
óblended gardenô on acreage.  

Use of exotics is a controversial question 
within the Society, where some members 
follow the views of purist garden designers 
who practice ónative species onlyô, while 
others believe that exotic species can be 
mixed successfully with Australian species in 
carefully óblended gardensô.   

This provided interesting discussion through 
the day, including questions such as:  
 

¶ What is the definition of óexoticô?  

¶ Does óexoticô just refer to a species not 
found naturally in Australia?  

¶ Is it really logical to design with nature? 
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óDesign with Natureô has always been the 
basic and strong influence in all of my 
landscape architectural career, and I always 
like to encourage others to use this time 
proven premise in their own garden design.  
Today, in Trevorôs garden, we found this 
premise has wide ranging influence.  

Perhaps the most relevant was the 
discussion of óplant selection for locationô. In 
this garden two extensive new beds were 
located centrally in the óbaked western 
slopesô with full exposure to northern and 
western sun throughout the year, without any 
overhead shade. Here Trevor intends to 
establish and trial, a selected range of 
Banksia, Grevillea and other species from 
the Mediterranean climate areas of semi-arid 
Western and South Australia ï probably the 
almost ideal location on this southeast 
Queensland property, for the experiment.   

Trevor wanted to provide an upper-level 
open canopy across these new western 
gardens to provide scattered shade 
protection for the special specimens below.  
He decided to distribute about ten Wodyetia 
bufurcata or Foxtail Palm, a favourite species 
from the Wet Tropics of North Queensland. 
These palms require much more moisture 
than the species he intends to establish 
under their canopy from the dry climate on 
the opposite side of the continent!        
Design with Nature ï conflict?? 

I challenged Trevor to consider removing 
these palm specimens, and to transplant 
them while small, to elsewhere on site, then 
replace with some semi-arid decorative open 
canopy tree species like Acacia, Eucalyptus, 
Melaleuca etc, from say Western 
Queensland.  Design with Nature ï yes!! 

There is an ideal moist pocket lower down 
the slope, adjacent to the adjoining power 
easement (with its exotic trees and weed 
growth) where the close grove of Foxtail 
Palms could provide a dramatic terminal 
focal point and screen in the view down the 
slope, to draw attention away from the weed 
species behind!  That suggestion is all about 
óDesign with Natureô but then it goes against 
Trevorôs love of Foxtail Palms ï but does it? 

The Outcome 

Trevor considered this suggestion and about 
a month later, told me he had decided to 
accept the challenge by transplanting the 
palms as suggested, but had left a couple of 
the larger ones that he could not bring 
himself to potentially kill by transplanting!  

We never did decide if Wodyetia bifurcata 
should be considered óexoticô in óBlended 
Gardenô terms! 

 

 

A Challenge to members 
The next section of the Newsletter contains a 
detail report of a visit made recently to a 
special garden in Mount Claremont in Perth, 
during our recent round Australia cruise late 
last year.   This report illustrates and 
emphasises the invaluable benefits that are 
derived by taking a slow guided walk through 
a garden in company with the person who 
has planned, designed and created the 
landscape. There is no better way to 
understand both good and bad garden 
design, than for a few GDSG members to get 
together and critically appraise a garden.  
 

In view of the continuing difficulty, now over a 
number of years, to organise óofficialô garden 
visits by groups in the various states or 
regions, could I suggest a way that might at 
least start the process?  
 

I invite members who would like to host a 
day for GDSG members to come to their 
garden to contact me and make the offer.   
 

I will be pleased to send an email publicising 
your garden venue, date and time to GDSG 
members in the likely catchment of your 
locality.  You never know I might surprise by 
attending one or more of the gardens myself! 
 

There is no need to do anything special for 
the garden visit unless you already have 
plant lists or diagrams prepared.  A garden in 
progress needing design advice is as 
interesting as a finished mature garden!  
 
SO PLEASE ACCEPT THIS CHALLENGE! 
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Special Report 
 

A Garden Designed with Nature 
Lawrie Smith, Brisbane 

Marion Blackwell Garden - December 2024 

Marion Blackwell AM, one of the doyens of 

Australian landscape architecture, has been an 

esteemed and significant practitioner for more 

than five decades, always at the forefront of 

understanding the unique value of our native 

flora, and importantly applying this knowledge so 

successfully into the many regional projects for 

which she has been responsible, specifically in 

the arid inland of Western Australia. 

It has been a privilege for me to be similarly 

active at the same time as Marion, but practicing 

in Queensland. We have followed each otherôs 

careers, and too rarely met together to discuss 

our similar approaches to landscape planning 

and design. Today in December 2024, it was 

possible for me to visit Marion at her home in 

Perth. We spent a very enjoyable afternoon 

recalling comparable attributes of our careers, 

and pondering the changes in the profession 

since we were last active. Not surprisingly we 

both felt that the very strong landscape planning 

ethos we both share ñDesign with Natureò is 

unfortunately no longer common for today 

practitioners. 

During the past twenty years she and husband 

John, have created a wonderful home and 

garden in which her environmental knowledge 

and landscape philosophy has been applied and 

preserved. Marion is unable to do the garden 

management personally now, and she was 

disappointed that it is not the pristine garden she 

would have liked to share with me. However, no 

apologies were necessary, as the original design 

intent of this relatively small garden was still very 

much in evidence.  

Garden Concept 

The skilful design and location of the house on 

the site has provided a series of irregularly 

shaped perimeter courtyards and pathways that 

as traversed, progressively provide an attractive 

ever changing landscape experience in both 

scale and character.  Within these spaces, 

Marion has established at least seven ógarden 

roomsô in which each plant group tells a story. 

Marion explained that the garden is really not a 

ódesignô as such, but rather an experiment in 

botany and landscape, to trial plants in ways that 

have been suggested through close observation 

in nature. For example, while she may have 

collected seeds to propagate from a gnarled and 

twisted sculptural specimen in the far north of 

Western Australia, in this garden on the coastal 

dunes in Perth its progeny may have reacted 

very differently 1,000 km south.  She has no 

qualms in swiftly removing and replacing any 

specimen that shows some unfortunate visual or 

physical traits.  

Front Garden 

This garden has a northeast aspect, spilling out 

attractively to the roadside in a series of 

interweaving layers of ground covers, interesting 

shrubs and small emergent tree forms. First 

impressions are always the most lasting, and in 

this garden the diverse colours and textures 

guide the eye to pan across the garden to focus 

on differing focal points, while also offering 

inviting glimpses toward the house.  Closer 

inspection reveals how Marion has used pruning 

to form to accentuate, even change the natural 

aesthetic of some plants, such as the pendulous 

octopus like branching of a Melaleuca species in 

the foreground near the entrance walkway. 
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 Entrance Court 

This obvious and memorable arrival experience 

is strongly defined by a subtle limestone pillar 

supporting a robust overhead beam, partly 

obscured, but enhanced by five very different 

plants - the scrambling foliage of Pandorea 

jasminioides, the dark green upright form of 

Grevillea candelabra, the gnarled twisted trunks 

and purple leaves of Vitex purpurea, and the 

almost fluorescent foliage of Agonis flexuosa 

varigata, all contrast with the adjacent glossy 

evergreen leaves and clusters of scarlet bell 

flowers of Brachychiton bidwillii.  This group of 

native plants combine together to provide an 

obvious welcome that foreshadows the diverse 

character of the overall garden. 

Succulent Court 

The flagstone and 

gravel pathway 

continues through 

a small but sunny 

courtyard, packed 

with exotic and 

native succulents 

that provide a 

unique tapestry of 

foliage shapes, 

forms and colours, 

accentuated by 

the late afternoon 

sunlight.  

 

 

 

 Cycad and Strap Leaves Court 

The square block 

limestone 

pathway, edged 

softly with various 

strap leaf plants, 

meanders slightly 

through the 

narrow courtyard 

dominated by a 

huge cycad Cycas 

spp, inviting 

further inspection 

and exploration 

past the 

decorative deep green cascade of needle foliage 

offered by Casuarina Cousin It.  

Species from across Australia 

Obviously there have been many wonderful 

successes in Marionôs óexperimentalô garden 

which have stood the test of time.  

In this courtyard, one magnificent, decades old 

Grevillea species (unnamed), takes pride of 

place. Just under two metres tall, the massed 

fine apple green foliage spills decoratively over a 

limestone wall, to offer an ideal background for 

the many pendulous 

spherical red spider 

flowers, each stamen 

tipped in contrasting 

lime green. It was 

collected in the Kalbarri 

from a specimen 

cascading over the top 

of a rocky cliff face, 
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above a permanent pool along the Murchison 

River. 

 Above the Grevillea sp. two contrasting trees in 

the adjoining courtyard compliment the 

composition. Both are a surprise to see in Perth! 

Scolopia braunii a globular shaped shiny emerald 

green small shade tree, originates in coastal 

Queensland - Marion suggests that in her 

experience this is the perfect street tree. In 

contrast and growing close by, is another 

Queensland tree collected many years ago by 

well known SGAP member David Hockings in the 

Mackay bioregion - this specimen of Melaleuca 

viridiflora displays sprays of brilliant red 

bottlebrush flowers against the leathery grey 

green foliage. Interestingly in its area of origin, 

this species is often found in dense groves where 

specimens flower variously in orange, yellow, 

white, even green! Obviously in this ógarden 

roomô, these northern species from WA and QLD 

have found some common ground! 

 Shade Grotto 

A collection of special shade tolerant potted 

plants is displayed in a surprise ógrottoô courtyard 

in the almost hidden south corner of the garden. 

Sun protection is provided under a pink-mauve 

woven fabric canopy, not surprisingly the filtered 

sunshine bathes the court and the foliage in 

warm tones that give the feeling of being in a 

deep sandstone gorge. The lavender-coloured 

shelving compliments this colour palette. If you 

look closely many of the diverse tones of the new 

leaves, buds and flowers are enhanced by this 

play of sunlight!  The open side of the grotto to 

the east is protected by the dense canopy of an 

Agonis flexuosa and Leptospermum madidum, 

their multiple gnarled and twisted trunks add a 

very decorative screen through which to view the 

collection of container plants.  

Driveway Court 

The driveway on the western side is camouflaged 

by several attractive Eucalyptus sp trees with 

spreading and contorted trunks and branches. 

These effectively screen and soften the 

functional garage doors, by providing attractive 

shadow patterns on all the related wall and 

paving surfaces. It has obviously taken many 

years to train the trunks to provide this sculptural 

form, but so worthwhile. 

Conclusion 

At the time of my visit, the main flowering season 

was well and truly over, and the dry summer 

months had already shown impact on the 

apparent vitality of the garden. However, 

seasonal change cannot reduce or hide the 

inherent aesthetic and design qualities exhibited. 

If the garden were traversed more carefully, 
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many more interesting details would become 

evident, and I know that in the next spring 

season many small annual species will germinate 

from seed stored in the soil to add even more 

diversity and interest.  This garden shows how 

successful it can be to create a special 

landscape environment to live in, by following the 

dictates of ñDesign with Natureò and also the 

benefits of giving nature an artistic hand along 

the way! 

This is my type of garden too!  A collectorôs 

garden, assembled carefully, by applying 

design knowledge, experience and intimate 

plant knowledge. 

Lawrence Smith AM  Landscape Architect   

I recently found these statements from Marion, in the 

book óGarden Voices; Australian Designers ï Their 

Storiesô by Anne Latreille, Bloomingôs Books 2013.  

These three statements are fundamental in terms 

of planning and design in landscape of any scale. 

¶ óAlways have an entry statement to give a 

sense of arrival.ô  

¶ óUse plants to reinforce a design rather than 

create it.ô  

¶ óGrow plants that are ecologically appropriate 

and that look after themselves once they are 

established.ô  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members Stories 
 

Focal Points in Garden Design 
Barbara Buchannan, Vic  

Reproduced from GDSG Newsletter # 67  

On our gardening pilgrimage towards our own 

vision of Eden we progress through various 

stages. Many of us start by wanting to provide a 

garden for birds, most of us have a phase where 

colour is all, then maybe the collecting urge takes 

hold. Whatever our particular path, sooner or 

later an awareness of the role of design creeps 

in. Good design must include the best locations 

for the paths, the clothesline, the garbage bins, 

but goes way beyond these mundane particulars 

to an overall whole, which is instinctively 

satisfying to the senses. Some people achieve 

this result instinctively, others, like myself, benefit 

from basic guidelines to avoid the worst mistakes 

and get better results sooner.  

These design principles are universal and not 

restricted to gardening, but there will be different 

emphases for each purpose, say designing tools 

or houses etc. Within the gardening area the 

same principles apply whatever the garden style 

and whatever the size of the garden. Beauty may 

be in the eye of the beholder, but there are some 

underlying common features which neuroscience 

is beginning to explore.  

In any scene it is the unfamiliar which 

engages our interest, hence the quest for the 

new and different. So, our gardens need a 

restful background of the expected with a 

dash of the excitement of the unexpected 

which holds our attention. Through the 

seasons different plants and areas can 

change from background to focus and back 

again, but especially in smaller areas more 

permanent focal points make for more 

interesting gardens.  

There is a comparative dearth of design literature 

specifically relating to gardens of Australian 

plants but this is not a great handicap because of 

Flintwood 

Scolopia 

braunii 

Dense shrub 

to medium 

rounded tree, 

of subtropical 

rainforest 

NSW & SQld. 

Excellent 

specimen in 

cultivation, 

prune to form. 
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the universal nature of the fundamentals. The 

real handicap is the comparative lack of 

knowledge on the behaviour of Australian plants 

and their variability, hence some unpredictability 

of results. There is much to be gained from 

overseas books and articles outlining the 

principles and a challenge to interpret solutions 

with our plants.  

One area which illustrates this well is the use 

and choice of features for focal points. I find 

it especially challenging because I feel our 

óbush gardensô can so easily become diffuse 

and undifferentiated without highlights as 

exemplified by the difficulty of obtaining 

satisfactory photographs of garden scenes.  

Classical formal gardens with well-defined lines 

and contrasts are easier subjects. Such gardens 

used statues and urns at the end of a vista to 

draw the eye and tempt the feet to explore. The 

Landscape Movement in England built follies and 

lakes to provide points of interest, cottagey 

gardens bred garden gnomes and of course 

fountains, elaborate or simple, were used widely 

in all garden styles. These built structures survive 

longer than most of the plants, but Capability 

Brown also used clumps of trees in the 

landscape many of which endure and these give 

us a clue for our own focal points.  

In our suburban gardens it is hard to devise long 

vistas but clever planning can produce shorter 

versions. Even a view from a side window quite 

close to the fence benefits from having a centre 

of interest. Alongside urns and small water 

features in garden supply outlets there is now a 

variety of specifically Australian ornaments, birds 

and animals from mammals to reptiles to insects 

available. These are generally small and non-

intrusive and can fit well into a background of our 

plants and small suburban yards. Gardeners are 

resourceful people and I have seen many 

ingenious home-grown features. Each time I 

think ñI could do something like thatò, say a nest 

on the ground built of twigs with banksia cones 

for eggs, or a serpent made from collected twigs. 

So far nothing has actually happened bar the odd 

planted rock to collect moss but I have good 

intentions aplenty. I think I lack the creative spark 

to conceive of and build these things.  

Other examples include cairns of small stones, 

which can be reassembled in different ways if the 

original is knocked over, but our rock doesnôt 

seem to be the right type. Excuses, excuses. The 

focal points most suited to our type of garden are 

pots and feature plants. Pots are a great solution 

for a small space, giving the chance to grow 

favourites which are fussy in their needs but also 

to switch them around as their season of interest 

comes and goes. Few plants are highlights all 

year round. The content of the pot does not have 

to be a standout rarity, a pot of annual daisies 

can be a winner. The pots donôt all have to be 

large, several modest ones grouped together 

with some raised on bricks or logs can lead to all 

sorts of interesting combinations.  

I am not yet very expert at managing plants in 

pots but it is something I look forward to if/when 

we move to Benalla. The collection has started 

especially of plants which dislike wet foliage as 

these can be grown under the eaves. These 

include Kangaroo paws, lots of Eremophilas and 
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grey woolly foliaged plants generally. Then there 

are frost sensitive ones, mainly the rainforest 

species with beautiful foliage often having brilliant 

red flushes of new growth, the Lillypilly group is a 

good example and otherwise tough. There are 

many other species now becoming available.  

Then there are special feature plants that are 

permanently placed. These may be brilliant in 

flower but the prime requirement is to hold the 

eye by their form and texture throughout the 

year. One canôt go past the Grass trees for 

drama as long as there is sufficient clear space 

to set them off. Xanthorrea quadrangulata is one 

which flowers every year here, something the 

indigenous larger X. australis is reluctant to do. 

X. minor which grows in abundance in our 

paddocks has not yet come into the garden. It 

would flower every year I think but the cattle eat 

the flower heads first. In the aftermath of the fires 

of 07 when the cattle were excluded while the 

fences were being rebuilt each clump of X. minor 

had multiple flower spikes, the highest count was 

around 40! Now if we could reproduce that in the 

garden reliably what a triumph that would be.  

 

Nurserymen have been active in other areas and 

selecting special forms of species such as Acacia 

cognata for their shape. I love spheres and 

circles and collect as many of these as I find. 

Leptospermum óLittle Bunô, Melaleuca armillaris 

óGreen Globeô and M. incana spring to mind. 

These need little attention to provide the 

roundness, but I have also been very taken by 

Westringias and Salt bushes clipped into tight 

balls, just like the clipped box of exotic gardens. 

The contrast of the tight smooth clipped surface 

and looser natural adjacent shapes is as effective 

as a stone or marble sphere and more apt for our 

type of garden.  

The situation is important, an occasional perfect 

sphere can be a real highlight in a more relaxed 

setting, one per view is all it takes and it is 

essential not to overdo them. If we have 

satisfying round balls, then something flat and 

something upright, spiky, will make the most of 

them. Depending on the scale the flat can be low 

grasses, groundcovers or a flat-topped bush 

such as Homoranthus flavescens or Melaleuca 

violacea. I have a lovely flat unnamed Correa.  

The uprights are harder to come by. At the 

smallest scale taller grasses, Lomandra, Dianella 

and Kangaroo Paws start off spiky but often 

finish up rounded shapes 19 as they age. There 

is one form of Micromyrtus ciliata which is slowly 

climbing to 2m while still only 30cm across. I 

recently found a form of M. decussata labelled 

fastigiate but it is too early to say how it will grow 

here.  

For trees, I have yet to find the equivalent of the 

Italian Cypresses which punctuate Mediterranean 

skies so dramatically, although there are some 

large shrubs which maybe will develop a mutant 

with the right form given sufficient years of 

cultivation and selection. Thereôs plenty still to do 

in our chosen garden world.   

Kauri Pines Agathis robusta - upright and formal, 
dramatically define a Brisbane inner city street 
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Mountain Rocket: An alpine gem 
Gabrielle Stannus, Tasmania  

I first saw Mountain Rocket (Bellendena 

montana) when walking around Pine Lake on the 

Central Highlands in lutrawita / Tasmania. My 

partner Ludovic and I had made our way up onto 

the Central Plateau for a site visit in Miena where 

we have been working on a residential building 

and landscape design. On the drive up the 

Highland Lakes Rd, we stopped for a genteel 

stroll around Pine Lake where I observed many 

members of the Proteaceae, including Mountain 

Rocket. I was entranced by its stunning red seed 

pods and attractive foliage and immediately 

thought of adding it to my plant palette for the 

afore-mentioned landscape design. However, it is 

not always available commercially, even here in 

lutrawita / Tasmania. This is a beautiful plant that 

has huge ornamental potential in the landscape 

or garden, but only in those sites with the right 

climatic conditions. 

 

Bellendena montana (Mountain Rocket) is the 

basal member of the major southern hemisphere 

family, Proteaceae (Balmer et al, 2004 cite Hoot 

& Douglas, 1998). This species is the only 

surviving member of the taxa that first diverged 

from the rest of the Proteaceae, which occurred 

by the Early Cretaceous (at least 80 million years 

ago). Bellendena is a monotypic genus endemic 

to Tasmania, being the sole member of the 

Bellendenoideae subfamily of the Proteaceae, 

that is most closely related to subfamily 

Persoonioideae (Gray & Duretto, 2019). 

 

Plant description 

 

The Flora of 

Tasmania 

describes 

Mountain Rocket 

as a small, erect 

shrub (0.5-1 x 1-

2m), often 

densely 

branched, with 

alternating leaves 

which are either 

simple or 

variously lobed, 

arranged up 

reddish stems 

(Gray & Duretto, 

2019). Plants 

Mountain Rocket beneath spectacular dolerite cliffs 

Ben Lomond National Park (Image: Ludovic Vilbert). 

Mountain Rocket has very 

distinctive leaves 
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from plateaus in the north-east of this state 

usually have leaves that are entire though plants 

growing in the shade do sometimes have lobed 

leaves; whilst in other places the leaves are 

invariably lobed. The flowers are small, white, 

and arranged in terminal clusters, and they 

exhibit both reproductive structures, making them 

bisexual. Flowering generally occurs from 

December to March. The fruit is an indehiscent 2-

winged follicle 8-17mm long, usually bright red to 

crimson in colour, and it contains a small seed. 

Fruit generally appears throughout February to 

May (early autumn) which makes for a 

spectacular display when massed in the 

landscape.  

 

Distribution 

Described by the Plants of Tasmania Nursery as 

one of Tasmaniaôs alpine gems, Mountain Rocket 

occurs naturally at high elevations, from around 

500 to 1,500 metres.  

This species is widespread and abundant in 

montane shrubberies and heaths, on dolerite 

mountain summits, plateaus and rocky slopes 

(Gray & Duretto, 2019).  According to the 

Australian Plants Society Tasmania (n.d.), top 

spots for viewing this plant in situ include 

Wellington Park; Hartz, Mt Field, Cradle 

Mountain-Lake St Clair and Ben Lomond 

National Parks. I would add the Pine Lake walk 

on the Central Plateau, an easy Grade 1 walk on 

a raised boardwalk, where you also get to see 

Athrotaxis cupressoides (Pencil Pine), an 

endemic Gondwanan species.  

 

Cultivation and maintenance 

Unfortunately, Mountain Rocket is rarely 

available commercially as it is difficult to cultivate 

in non-alpine conditions. According to Beverley 

Sherwood, Nursery Manager at Plants of 

Tasmania Nursery, former owner John Gibson 

had some success growing Mountain Rocket 

from seed, although he said they can potentially 

take years to germinate when propagated that 

way. My neighbour, Sally Staubmann shares a 

similar experience. Sally runs Habitat Plants with 

her husband Herbert. She sowed seed for seven 

years in succession, sowing them at the same 

time of year, and it was only in the seventh year 

they germinated. She does not know what the 

trigger was that year that broke their dormancy. 

Understandably those nurseries that do choose 

to grow this alpine gem mostly do so from 

cuttings.  

 

Beverley says that the Plants of Tasmania 

Nursery grew their most recent batch of Mountain 

Rocket cuttings in August with moderately good 

success. ñThey took an amazingly quick eight 

weeks to strike roots. From 64 cuttings, we got 

49 plants. This was using the purple hormone gel 

in the jiffy coir plugs on a heat bed. We have not 

propagated them by cuttings for a few years prior 

so have nothing really to compare to as far as 

(best) time of year (to propagate cuttings). 

Usually, cuttings work best if the plant is not 

thinking about flowers or seed hence why August 

could have been a good time,ò Beverley says, 

ñWe did them then purely because we had 

access to some plants on a private property at 

that time.ò 

 

ñThey appear pretty fuss free here in the nursery 

to maintain once growing. We do keep them 

under shade and water them regularly,ò says 

Beverley, ñMine at home is looking great, albeit 

only maybe thirty centimetres tall and in a pot. I 

Distribution of Bellendena montana (Mountain 

Rocket) observations across lutrawita / Tasmania as 

recorded on the Atlas of Living Australia 
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have my alpine 

plants all in the 

same spot and all 

are loving it for 

the last eight 

months at least. 

They have shade 

until around 12 

noon in summer, 

direct sun for an 

hour or so, then 

dappled light until 

late afternoon. 

They are in 

somewhat of a 

courtyard area, 

so they are fairly 

protected from 

wind.ò  

 

 

Use in the garden 

Beverley says that it might be tricky to maintain 

Mountain Rocket long term in a garden setting 

and suggests that keeping them in pots is 

probably best. Her one potted specimen at home 

ólivesô amongst other potted alpine and wet forest 

species including Deciduous Beech or óFagusô 

(Nothofagus gunnii), King Billy Pine (Athrotaxis 

selaginoides), Huon Pine (Lagarostrobos 

franklinii), Celery Top Pine (Phyllocladus 

aspleniifolius), Leatherwood (Eucryphia lucida), 

Pretty Grass-flag (Libertia pulchella), Pine Heath 

(Stenanthera pinifolia formerly Astroloma 

pinifolium), Christmas Bells (Blandfordia 

punicea), richea and a range of alpine cushion 

plants. 

 

Interestingly, Beverley says that a lot of the 

alpine and wet forest species do well in hollowed 

out fern stumps. ñWe think a combination of their 

moisture holding ability as well as good drainage 

(accounts for this success). My Richea 

pandanifolia and Richea dracophylla, among 

others, have been loving life in them for about 

three years now.ò says Beverley. If you want to 

trial such an approach with Mountain Rocket, 

then make sure you source any such tree ferns 

responsibly. In Tasmanian, each Tree Fern 

(Dicksonia antarctica) harvested from the wild 

must have a sequentially numbered tag 

purchased from the Forest Practices Authority, 

which is fixed to the fern trunk so that the 

purchaser can trace its origin. 

 

Sally Staubmann agrees that Mountain Rocket 

grows best in a well-drained, but moist position: 

ñAlpine plants need cool roots; that is a mustò. 

Sally recommends replicating its natural alpine 

habitat as closely as possible and suggests 

growing it in a rockery condition. Using locally 

sourced rocks and creating naturalistic rock 

arrangements would enhance the authenticity of 

the design.  

 

Given its specific epithet ómontanaô is derived 

from the Latin montanus meaning ñof the 

mountainsò, my advice is to select Mountain 

Rocket for gardens located in alpine and sub-

alpine environments. In my case, the garden I am 

designing at Miena fits this bill, and I have 

proposed a series of rockeries there using 

dolerite found on site. Whilst a long way off from 

implementation, I cannot wait to see the white 

flowers of Mountain Rocket followed by its red 

seed pods contrasting with the golden foliage of 

other alpine species such as Golden Orites 

(Orites acicularis) in this garden. 

 

 

  

Growing Mountain Rocket in 

containers may enable its use 

away from montane settings 

Mountain Rocketôs striking red seedpods offset the 

golden foliage of Golden Orites (Orites acicularis) at 

Pine Lake 
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Plants in Design 
 

Design using a plantôs permanent 
features 

Chris Larkin 

The grey form of Leptospermum 
brachyandrum (syn Aggreflorum 
brachyandrum) has become very popular in 
the home garden. Its popularity has no doubt 
been aided by the group of plants, now quite 
mature, that surround the water feature at 
Kuranga Native Nursery in Mt Evelyn. Its 
lovely semi-weeping habit is particularly 
attractive beside water. 

L. brachyandrum often grows along the 
embankments of streams but also on dry 
hillsides. In my experience it is Design using 
a plantôs permanent features tolerant of both 
seasonally wet and quite dry conditions. 
Flowering occurs any time from November to 
January. Its typical flowers are white, up to 7 
mm across, and in clusters of seven, which is 
the multi-flowered inflorescence referenced 
in the proposed genus name change to 
Aggreflorum. 

Why has L. brachyandrum become such a 
popular plant? It has a lot going for it. Size for 
one thing. Apparently, it can grow up to 6 m 
tall, but because it is found anywhere from 
north-east Queensland to north-eastern 
NSW, plant selection or the provenance of 
the plant, climate and growing conditions, 
could all play a part in the size it will grow to 
down here in southern Victoria. I think the 
ones at Kuranga would be 3ï4 m tall. It is a 
small multi-trunked tree where the bark peels 
back annually revealing its pink undertones 
and the plantôs new lime green or whitish 
trunks and branches. With less space in 
many home gardens people are looking for a 
small tree to bring height into their gardens 
but at an appropriate scale. 

There is a green-leafed as well as a lovely 
silver-grey form. I am growing both because 
of confusion rather than on purpose; 
although it has all worked out quite well. I 
had one grey-leafed form growing on an 
embankment that I thought was green, 

before I set off to get two more to make a 
threesome. It must have been a trick of the 
light. Thatôs my excuse anyway. I purchased 
two green-leafed forms and planted them 
above and below the original grey leaf plant. 
The three of them form a rough triangle, a 
mini forest, made more interesting because 
of the contrast in leaf colour. 

 Leptospermum brachyandrum is not a 
showy flowering plant at all. The reason itôs 
commonly grown is for its other features: 
size, multiple trunks, slightly weeping habit 
and foliage colour. These are the constants 
of the plant, season in and season out. It was 
pointed out to me at the start of my 
gardening journey that the features which are 
constant in a plant are some of the most 
important things to consider in the choice and 
placement of a plant when you are thinking 
about the gardenôs overall design. I often say 
a plant is doing a job. What I am referring to 
is the role the plant will play as a mature 
plant in relation to other plants in helping to 
create the garden of your imagination.  

Extract from GROWING Australian; Australian Plants Society 
Victoria; No. 269 September 2024   
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The MAILBOX 
 

Slender small tree with óSnowô on 
the branches in spring! 

Els Wynen, Flynn, ACT 

Hi Lawrence, 
Thank you so much for your sustained work 
on plants and garden design over so many 
years now - I always read it with great 
pleasure.  As a sign of appreciation for your 
work, I like to contribute something to the 
next issue ï if you will have it.  Your request 
to share a story about cold climate gardens, 
reminded me of the one plant I have always 
loved, but find difficult to grow in my garden ï 
as it finds it difficult to get through the first 
few winters of its life here.  

Once it has managed to get to three years 
old, I can be reasonably sure that the 
Myoporum floribundum wonôt have too much 
trouble with surviving a few more winters ï 
though it has never been a long-lived plant in 
my garden. With a bit of luck ï i.e. some mild 
winters in those early years - it will grow out 
to a rather elegant slender small tree. In early 
spring, it seems to have snow on its 
branches, enhanced with very slender dark 
green leaves hanging down under the 
delicate white flowers.  

This photo is from a long time ago, when I 
still was an enthusiastic ï but not very 

accomplished ï photographer of anything in 
my garden.  

Els, thank you for your complimentary 
comments, it is something that I enjoy and love 
to do!  I found the above photo of Melaleuca 
floribundum in my photo collection, taken at 
Ben and Ros Walcottôs garden in Canberra. 
This attractive species certainly adds a special 
ówinterô dimension to any garden.  
 
To complete the page - a few more Aussie 
plants that have common names with óSnowô. 

Snow in summer - Melaleuca linariifolia, a 
paperbark tree with creamy white flowers that 
bloom in late spring and summer. The flowers 
grow in dense clusters and can make the tree 
look like it's covered in snow.  

Snow Daisy - Celmisia longifolia, a small, 
herbaceous plant from the central and 
Southern Tablelands of New South Wales, 
usually above 900 metres.  The white or pink, 
yellow-centred daisy flowers in the summer 
months, are held on stalks above clustered 
grey strap foliage. 

Snow Flurry - Westringia longifolia, a tough 
and hardy low maintenance plant with grey 
green foliage and white flowers from winter to 
summer, grows to around three metres tall and 
wide, brilliant for hedging and topiary. 

Snow Gum ï Eucalyptus pauciflora, a small to 
medium tree 4 to 8 metres tall, with a 
spreading habit and beautiful twisted branches 
with pale green to cream smooth bark with 
strips of brown when the bark sheds. Slow 
growing but long lived, an ideal specimen tree. 
Very cold tolerant, down to -23º, found mainly 
in the Snowy Mountains and tablelands from 
Tasmania to southern Queensland.   
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Garden design in cool climate 
Hampton, NSW 

Lynne Burce, Hampton, NSW 

Thank you for including the ñcold climateò 

perspective in the newsletter.   

My partner and I live on 4.45hectare (11 acres) 

in Hampton NSW, which lies between Lithgow 

and Oberon on the Great Dividing Range. Our 

property is situated around 1,100m above sea-

level. The majority of the property is Eucalyptus 

woodland, with the predominant tree species 

being E.fastigata, E.radiata and Acacia 

melanoxylon. The mid story is comprised of 

Pimelea, Lomatia and Bursaria and a ground 

cover of native grasses, everlasting daisies and 

terrestrial orchids. With the remaining area, 

approximately 0.8hectare (2 acres) being 

garden. 

Some of the garden areas are solely Australian 

natives, some a mixture of native and exotic 

perennials and grasses, and others are given 

over to fruit trees, nut trees and 

vegetables.  There are two houses on the 

block, an old weatherboard house built around 

the early 1900s, and a straw bale house which 

we built in 2018. 

While the climate has had an obvious influence 

on plant selection with only cold and frost 

tolerant plants (including native species) 

selected. The slope of the block and the 

relationship between the garden and the 

borrowed landscape has had more of an 

impact on the gardenôs overall design. 

Because the block is sloping, the new house 

was built on a cut and fill site. This meant that 

there were a number of banks both above and 

below the house that required planting out. To 

blur the lines between these new house 

gardens and the surrounding woodland I tried 

to use only native tree, shrub and ground cover 

species on the banks. Species of the following 

genus are used include (but are not limited to) 

Leptospermum, Prostanthera, Daviesia, 

Dodonaea, Grevillea, Westringia, Banksia, 

Callistemon, Thryptomene, Baekia and 

Poa.  Although I have to admit that the odd 

exotic Proteaceae may have been added. 

Other design features within the garden include 

rocks, logs, birdbaths and ceramic and metal 

sculptures. 

 

  

House & garden 2021 

Garden in the snow 2022 

Stone steps through garden to house 
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NL Archives 
Issues 97 to 100 

 

The GDSG Newsletter index on the ANPSA 
website, is a great way to search out specific 
ideas and recommendations offered by 
members in relation to garden design over the 
years since the first Newsletter in May 1993.   
There are many gems of inspiration introduced 
by the following excerpts below, that are worth 
re-reading, as they are still as relevant today 
as they were when first published.   
 

Read the full text for these references, as well 
as other articles you find in the GDSG 
Newsletter archives on the ANPSA website.      
 

https://anpsa.org.au/newsletter/garden-design-newsletters/ 

Newsletter #97         February 2017 

Australian plants garden  
Fiona Johnson, Blayney NSW 

Fionaôs gardening philosophy includes 
gardening for wildlife, as well as aesthetics, 
while working with the constrains of soil and 
climate. . . .  and having the garden able to be 
managed by two people.  
 
Queensland Chapter Germinates!  

Lawrie Smith, QLD 

. . . .  at a three day weekend field trip to the 
Sunshine Coast in November, watching the 
sun sink behind the Glasshouse Mountains, it 
was agreed that we would officially form the 
local GDSG Chapter ï the seed had sprouted!!  
 
Eucalypts at Monash University  

Diana Snape, Vic 
Almost all the plants in the landscape are 
native . . .  there are many Eucalypts, and I 
loved the atmosphere this created, with light 
shade on a hot summer day, green 
everywhere and a true Australian feel. 
 

Newsletter #98         May 2017 

Garden Plan and Development 
Susan Rouse & Mark Shuman, Coorparoo, Qld 

Having the GDSG come here was to be 
privileged by a supercharged flow of ideas 
tempered with local knowledge. Persistent 
dilemmas were skilfully resolved at a glance, 
ideas for plant selections spun this DIY garden 

a cloak of foliage to soften and cool the 
dominant hardscape. . . . .  
 
From swimming pool to Secret Garden!   

Liz Riley, Canberra, ACT 
The soil in this patch of Canberra is alkaline, 
helped along by all the pool concrete. Fiona 
only had subsoil clay to work with, so mixed it 
with coarse sand and compost to form the 
garden beds. The bottom of the garden 
becomes boggy in wet weather and Fiona has 
planted some bog plants, seriously restricted 
on account of the sewerage lines below! 
 

Newsletter #99         August 2017 

Garden Design Workshop ï check sheet 
Lawrie Smith, Leader, GDSG-Qld 

It is intended that the workshop at our 
September meeting will be a óhands on 
processô where you apply selected planning 
and design techniques to section of your own 
garden, guided by the discussions and critique 
from the GDSGQ members. Please select a 
manageable section of your garden that needs 
particular attention, rather than the whole area. 
Together we will discuss and critique each 
otherôs preliminary garden design concept and 
develop a distinctive solution that might just be 
what you have been trying to imagine!  
 

Newsletter #100        November 2017 

Meehans Native Cottage Garden  
Brenda Meehan, Qld  

. . . .  The garden is grown in the cottage 
garden style with plenty of plants everywhere 
and self-seeders generally left to grow. Other 
than a few grafted specimen plants, the aim is 
a flowing line of greenery in the shrub border 
effect. Every space is a planting opportunity!  
 
Wet and Frosty Foliage  

Ben & Ros Walcott, Canberra, ACT 
One of the best pieces of advice I can give to 
those designing a garden is put your most 
interesting foliage nearest the paths so that 
you can enjoy it in every season. Great foliage 
is always pleasing, no matter what the weather 
or time of day or year. Australian natives have 
marvellous foliage. The variety of shapes and 
display of colours is breathtaking. One of my 
particular garden pleasures is to walk around 
in the early morning or after rain to admire the 
beauties of wet or icy foliage.   
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Next Newsletter THEME 

òDrainage ð Positive Impact on Designó 

Newsletter #129                        May  2025 
 

For nearly forty years, ever since January 
1986, I have been religiously recording (by 
Excel spreadsheet) the daily rainfall at our 
home gardens, in three different locations all 
close together in the northern suburbs of 
Brisbane. Graphing the rainfall pattern over 
these four decades, reveals a constantly 
repeating, ten-year cycle in extreme annual 
summer rainfall events: 

1988/89 1,704 mm,  
1998/99 1,710 mm,  
2009/10 1,995 mm,  
2021/22 2,589 mm. 
 

Between these high extremes the annual  
rainfall drops to low minimums of: 
1993 732 mm,  
2003 860 mm, 
2014 639 mm. 
 

This characteristic cyclic rainfall pattern of 
extreme wet and extreme dry conditions 
makes gardening in the subtropics a bit of a 
hit and miss operation! Because of this I 
always find that knowing and understanding 
rainfall patterns is one of the most important 
constraints / opportunities that define garden 
planning and design.  

Obviously, every other location across our 
wide and diverse continent has individually 
different local rainfall extremes and impacts 
to similarly consider, and use to advantage, 
to ensure responsive garden design. That is 
why I selected this subject as the theme for 
the next Newsletter #129 in May, as I feel 
sure that members will have stories to tell 
about how their garden design and 
management has been defined, maybe 
impacted by such rainfall influences.  

Impacts on garden design 
As we all know, rainfall is the ultimate 
determining factor in why our native flora is 
so diverse, and how every species is so 
strongly associated with perhaps only one 
climatic zone. Basically, we have learned 
(have we?) that you cannot outwit nature by 
trying to successfully grow a specimen from 
a markedly different climatic zone.                 

That is an important lesson to learn! 

Another most significant impact of rainfall on 
garden planning and design is how to best 
manage its physical effects, and use those to 
benefit the ongoing plant health, and viability, 
as well as to influence ongoing garden layout 
and management.  As I walked around my 
sodden garden this morning it was obvious 
that garden drainage is very, very important. 
Overnight 48mm rainfall was added to the 
January total, so far 344mm (half way 
through what can be the wettest month of the 
year). These are some of the physical 
impacts that water flow can have on gardens. 

Surface water flow 
Most important first step in garden design, is 
to commence with an analysis of the site 
contours and landform to understand where, 
in an undisturbed state, the water flows 
naturally, not only on your property, but also 
from those adjacent too (who may discharge 
theirs on to yours!).  

Realise that the surface waterflow pattern will 
be dramatically altered by the site excavation 
for the house foundation, and by siteworks 
for vehicle access and other built elements. 
Be sure to understand this impact on the 
ónaturalô cross site water flow and modify the 
planning for the proposed built elements 
suitably. Not considering this destroys the 
opportunity to ódesign with natureô and 
without that, invariably thousands of dollars 
are added to the final solution to ófixô the 
drainage problems created. 

Donôt accelerate water flow ï slow it! 

Modified landform 
It is likely that the new ómodified landformô will 
collect and concentrate water flow across the 
site, so use this to advantage. Donôt collect 
this in a grated pit and take the water away in 
a subsurface drainage system.   

Analyse the resulting new site wide surface 
drainage pattern and plan the intended 
garden to capture this surface water, and 
slow the flow speed over the ground to allow 
slow soaking into the garden soil. 
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Gravel surface swales are very positive 
physical and visual attributes in a garden to 
collect and allow surface water to flow 
without erosion, and also provide simple 
footways for garden maintenance that 
contribute to the garden layout and design. 

In larger gardens it may be possible to have 
a series of gravel waterways carefully graded 
across the sloping site, between mounded 
garden beds. The gravel will allow the rainfall 
to be slowed and to soak into the subsurface 
below the garden mound acting as a 
reservoir for drier times. Water saving! 

Consider linking the gravel swales to a 
central shallow basin lower down the slope to 
act as a surface reservoir or occasional 
wetland, aiding soakage into the subsurface. 
Water conservation! 

Never create an impervious barrier, like a 
concrete kerb, along the edges of a mounded 
garden, as this will direct the water well away 
from the garden without adding soil moisture.  

Some situations in high water table soil 
profiles, may benefit from a subsurface 
drainage system to improve the quality of the 
gardens and provide better growing 
conditions. However, nothing can surpass 
careful plant selection using species that are 
at home in moist soil situations.  

Look underground! 
Every suburban property has a series of 
underground pipes that provide and link with 
various important services. It is very easy to 
overlook this óout of sightô infrastructure as 
you develop a garden. Be sure you know the 
location and depth of services like sewerage, 
potable water, power, gas, communications 

and importantly stormwater. Never build any 
structure over a pipe unless you realise that 
there is always the possibility of demolition to 
dig for access in the future. Importantly do 
not plant a shade tree over or close to any of 
the service lines as in time the root system 
may dislodge the pipes or conduits.  

Site dictated design ï house & garden 
An excellent example of working with nature, 
is the once uniform house and garden style 
built throughout subtropical Brisbane - the 
óQueenslanderô the ubiquitous óhouse on 
stiltsô.  This home was perfect for the climate, 
raised high above the ground and garden on 
posts, with open verandas all round, and a 
high pyramid roof that collected the rain on 
all four sides. óQueenslandersô were once 
everywhere over Brisbaneôs hilly inner-city 
suburbs, absolutely suitable, with their long 
legs, to accommodate all slopes without 
excavation! They did not interfere with 
surface water flow or drainage! 

Today our hillsides and valleys are 
desecrated by cut and fill to produce level 
homesites, for the thousands of ófeatureless 
little boxesô with no garden space, that have 
replaced this absolutely optimum once locally 
standard architecture and garden style. 

Obviously, all of the above points, and many 
more not mentioned, once identified and 
assessed will dictate the approach to the 
planning and design of your garden. Donôt be 
dismayed, devote time to each of these 
constraints to make the design process more 
meaningful, and you will know that you have 
considered everything you can to make sure 
that your investment in time and dollars will 
be secure in the future. 

Share your thoughts with everyone!  
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Membership Matters 
 

A warm welcome to our new members  
We look forward to your active participation in 
your study group . . . . .  
¶ Jason Neuendorf North Lakes, Qld 

¶ Kasia Kaczmarek  Sunshine Vic 

Current membership: 264 
 

Membership of GDSG is free é   
The Garden Design Study Group Newsletter is 
now published four times each year in 
November, February, May, August . . . .   

 
Newsletters are distributed only by email. 
 

Copy deadline: two weeks before the 
publication month, earlier submissions will be 
very warmly welcomed by the Editor.  
 

Newsletter Editor: Lawrie Smith AM  
38 Sandpiper Avenue NORTH LAKES Q 4509  
Phone: 0411 228 900   
Email: gdsg@anpsa.org.au  
 

 

TREASURERS REPORT ï February 1, 2025 
General account:   
Opening balance  $ 3,141.47 
 Expenses:  $0.00 
 Income 2025:   $0.00 

Closing balance $3,141.47 
  

Term Deposit:  
Opening balance $ 26,475.82                    
 interest to 28/1/25   $1,274.32  
 reinvested @ 4.8% for 12 mths 

Closing balance $ 27,750.14 
    

TOTAL ASSETS: $ 30,891.61 
 

 

Authors Check List 
 
Now that the GDSG updated Website is 
operational you will find this check list a useful 
reference as you write stories or articles about 
garden design to be added.  

Following these guidelines will ensure that all 
the relevant site information accompanies the 
text you write. This will ensure readers know 
the main physical issues that have influenced 
the design of the subject garden, and can 
relate it closely to their own local conditions.  

 

Potential site influences: 
(Other items of influence may also need to be considered) 

Topic: Nominate the Newsletter theme, or 

alternatively another subject  

Author:  Name and preferred contact details 

Site location: Town or city, street address, State  

North:  Aspect, influence of sun and shade, 

microclimate 

Climatic Zone: Tropical, sub-tropical, temperate, 

mediterranean, arid, etc 

Topography: Coastal, riverine, plain, foothills, 

tableland, montane, etc 

Slopes:  Level, gentle slope, steep slope, 

undulating,  

Soil Profile:  Subsoil type & depth; Topsoil type & 

depth, pH 

Geological:  Local rock type: sandstone, limestone, 

granite, basalt, other . . .  

Drainage: Surface & subsurface; seasonally dry, 

occasionally moist, always wet, etc 

Environment: Special botanic or ecological site 

relationships 

Photographs:  Send as separate high-resolution 

attachments, not embedded in the text - 

Maximum resolution 2 - 3 MB; Add a 

caption to each photograph if necessary, 

or otherwise state No Caption.    

mailto:gdsg@anpsa.org.au

