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Drainage ï Design Impact 
 

As we all know, rainfall is the 
ultimate determining factor in 
why our native flora is so 
diverse, and how every 
species is so strongly 
associated with perhaps only 
one climatic zone. We have 
learned that, ideally you 
cannot outwit nature by trying 
to successfully grow a 
specimen from a markedly 
different climatic zone. 
 

Membership of GDSG is free   . . . . .                     
Newsletters are distributed to all members only by email.   
Please advise if you wish to change your contact details or 
to discontinue membership.     
Please ensure to send your Newsletter submissions at 
least two weeks before the publication month. 

Newsletter timing & themes 
Issue     date Theme 
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131 November ñSmall Lot Native Gardensò 
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133 May ñDesign and Recyclingò 
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EDITORIAL 
Lawrie Smith 

Welcome to GDSG Newsletter #129, 
hopefully you will find this another interesting 
issue.  This issue has been enriched by the 
many articles and observations shared by 
members about this subject - the impact of 
garden drainage on garden design. Perhaps, 
this is an important issue often overlooked 
until a torrential rain event impacts.   

The subject for the next Newsletter óDynamic 
Gardensô, is probably something we all try to 
achieve, but not always as successfully as 
we had hoped.  Check out my comments on 
the subject later, they may stimulate you to 
share aspects of your own garden or others 
you have seen elsewhere, that are visually 
Dynamic!   Please put your fingers to the 
keyboard, or the camera shutter, to ensure 
that the NL standard will be maintained ï 
please keep your contributions coming.  

Now to an unexpected management matter. 

Australian Taxation Office Jigsaw  
The ATO forwarded an instruction to the ABN 
postal address of GDSG, on July 26, 2024, 
requesting the lodgement of an annual NFP 
(Not For Profit) self-review digital return by 
October 31 2024, but additional time to 
comply was allowed until March 31, 2025.  

After many, many, hours trying to use the 
ATO site online, and many more in 
discussion with various people from ANPSA 
Executive down, in attempting to provide the 
required information, effectively I came to a 
grinding dead-end! 

We know now that GDSG has an ABN, 
originally registered August 29, 2002, with an 
address in Glen Waverley, Vic. Further 
searching showed that the address had since 
been changed to the Canberra address of 
the previous Leader Ben Walcott.  

This was the cause of the problem: although 
I am current leader, I am not recognised as 
such by the ATO site, whereas Ben is.  
Therefore, only he can organise the required 

NFP process on the ATO site. Ben managed, 
but still with considerable difficulty, to comply.  

During this nine month process I was advised 
that GDSG does not really need an ABN due 
to the miniscule income - basically interest 
from the Term Deposit of about $1,200pa.  
Therefore, to further simplify the situation for 
the future, the ABN will be cancelled. It can 
be reinstated in the future when necessary 
for, say, publication of a new book. Ben is the 
only person able to do this, and he is still 
trying to negotiate the ATO online platform! 

After he succeeds, we will be able to carry on 
the management of GDSG just as we always 
have done. A big thank you to our ANPSA 
Treasurer, to Ben and members of my family, 
for enabling the ATO jigsaw to be unravelled. 
 

The current Changing Climate 
The last few months have seen climatic 
extremes affecting almost the entire nation.  
Many have wondered if this is climate 
change in action, and if so, it has not been 
appreciated. Southern members are dealing 
with very low rainfall over many months in 
many regions, and gardens are showing this. 
Conversely in the far north rainfall has been 
extreme and over long periods. Southeast 
Queensland and northern NSW have been 
visited by Cyclone Alfred, the first to impact 
in this region for fifty years. Alfred took his 
time in coming down the coast, and then 
decided to rest for three or four days in 
Moreton Bay just off the northern suburbs of 
Brisbane, before continuing the flooding and 
devastation further south.  

Not content with that Mother Nature swept a 
vast rain depression from the west, across 
the top half of the continent, dumping more 
than the annual rainfall everywhere, in a few 
days to form a slow travelling, devastating, 
floodwater larger than Victoria, across the 
once parched inland of Queensland. It will 
continue to flow for months until reaching and 
filling Lake Eyre once again. One positive 
outcome of this may be the best wildflower 
season for many decades in western 
Queensland. Perhaps these might rival those 
amazing annual displays across Western 
Australia?   
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This Newsletter THEME 

òDrainage ð Impact on Designó   

Newsletter #129                  May 2025  
 

Obviously, every location across our wide 
and diverse continent has individually 
different local rainfall extremes and impacts 
to consider and use to advantage, to ensure 
responsive garden design. That is why I 
selected this subject as the theme for this 
Newsletter so that GDSG members can 
share stories about how their garden design 
and management has been defined, maybe 
impacted by the varied effects of rainfall.  

Impacts on garden design 
As we all know, rainfall is the ultimate 
determining factor in why our native flora is 
so diverse, and how every species is so 
strongly associated with perhaps only one 
climatic zone. We have learned that, ideally 
you cannot outwit nature by trying to 
successfully grow a specimen from a 
markedly different climatic zone.                 
That is the  fundamental lesson to learn! 

Identify the best ways to manage the 
physical impact and effects of rainfall on a 

site to influence garden planning and design 
and ensure ongoing benefit for plant health 
and management.   
Plan to capture and retain rainfall on site. 

Surface water flow 

Most important first step in garden design, is 
to commence with an analysis of the site 
contours and landform to understand where, 
in an undisturbed state, the water flows 
naturally, not only on your property, but also 
from adjacent neighbours too.  
Know where the water wants to flow! 

The original surface waterflow pattern will be 
dramatically altered by the site excavation for 
the house foundations, and by siteworks for 
vehicles and other built elements. Be sure to 
understand this impact on the ónaturalô cross 
site water flow.  
Modify the planning for the proposed built 

elements before not after construction!  

Functional and attractive landscape element 

A gravel edge surface drain adds visual quality 

Attractive, logical and functional drainage system 
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 óDesign with Natureô if overlooked, invariably 
thousands of dollars are added to a final 
solution for needlessly ófixingô unconsidered 
drainage problems created. 
DonΔt accelerate water flow ΐ slow it! 

Modified landform 
It is highly likely that new ómodified landformô 
will collect and concentrate water flow across 
the site, so identify and use to advantage.  

Donôt collect water in a grated pit and take it 
away in underground pipes.  Capture this 
surface water, slow the flow speed over the 
ground, and encourage slow soaking into the 
garden soil for plants roots. 
Saving water by gravel soakage is logical! 

Gravel surface swales can be very positive 
physical and visual attributes in a garden to 
collect and take surface water to flow without 
erosion.  They also provide simple footways 
for garden maintenance that also define the 
garden layout and design. 
Define gardens by gravel surface swales! 

Discharge all gravel swales to a central 
shallow basin lower down the slope to act as 
a surface reservoir and ephemeral wetland. 
A water garden makes an attractive feature!  

Never create an impervious barrier, like a 
concrete kerb, along the upper edges of a 
mounded garden, to avoid directing the water 
well away from the garden without adding 
moisture to soil and subsoil.  
Direct water to where it will be of most use 

In soil profiles with high water tables, a 
subsurface drainage system will provide 
better growing conditions for plants. 
Select species to tolerate  moist soil conditions.  

Look underground! 
Every suburban property has a series of 
underground pipes that provide and link with 
various important services. It is very easy to 
overlook this óout of sightô infrastructure as 
you develop a garden. Be sure you know the 
location and depth of services like sewerage, 
potable water, power, gas, communications 
and importantly stormwater.  
Record the location of underground services. 

Never build any permanent structure over a 
pipe, realise that there is always the 
possibility of demolition to dig for access in 
the future.  
Drainage services will dictate building site 

Importantly do not plant a shade tree over or 
close to any service lines as in time the root 
system may block or dislodge the pipes.  
Design to allow the shade tree to dictate the 

services 

Site dictated design ï house & garden 
The óQueenslanderô the ubiquitous óhouse on 
stiltsô built throughout subtropical Brisbane, 
was perfect for the climate, raised high above 
the ground on posts, with open verandas all 
round, and a high pyramid roof that collected 
the rain on all four sides.  
No interference with surface water flow or 

drainage! 

Today our hillsides and valleys are 
desecrated by cut and fill to produce level 
homesites, for the thousands of ófeatureless 
little boxesô homes with no garden space, 
drained by a network of subsurface pipes. 
Unfortunately, this is true Australia wide now! 

Capture surface water and slow flow to soak roots 

Ephemeral water feature in a gravel drainage swale 
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Underground drainage systems impact natural 

water flow and garden design severely. 

Obviously, all of the above points, and many 
more not mentioned, once identified and 
assessed will dictate the approach to the 
planning and design of your garden. Donôt be 
dismayed, devote time to each of these 
constraints to make the design process more 
meaningful, and you will know that you have 
considered everything you can, to make sure 
that your investment in time and dollars will 
make all the difference for the future. 

Now letôs read some interesting stories 
from GDSG members about how dealing 
with drainage has influenced design for 
their own gardens.  
 
 

Site Drainage Opportunities 
Bonnie Yee, Nerang, Gold Coast Qld 

We live on 8 acres, on a hill west of Nerang 
and have Nerang Forest at the back. 
Apparently, this area is the northern edge of 
the Murwillumbah Mt Warning volcanic 
eruption 23 million years ago! We have left 
the natural trees and scrub on most areas of 
the property, particularly the slopes.  

From the front entrance, the land slopes 
down to a creek and then goes uphill for 
about 300 M to where the house is on a 
relative flat plateau. The south side drops 
down to a smaller creek at the back corner 
then rises uphill to the boundary. We leave 
the side slopes alone as they are covered 
with native grass and trees and are stable.  

We use ~1 acre at the top: the house and 
shed are nearly on the same level.  The 
nursery adjoins the large shed ~ 15 M from 
house and is slightly lower than the house; a 
berm stops runoff into the nursery.  

Although the house is on an ñalmost levelò 
area, there is a slope up to the back forest.  
Against the house, we have 2M of walkway 
paved, a rock wall maybe 60 cm high and 
above that we put in a Rainforest Planting 
that is about 20 M wide and 30 M length 
uphill.  That planting absorbs water flow and 
provides shade for the house.  The paddock 
at the back slopes gently up to a local forest 
reserve on a hill to the west, which provides 
late afternoon protection.  I created 2 long 
swales in our back paddock: maybe .5 M 
high to slow & absorb water in trenches 
uphill. My fruit trees are planted on the low 
mounds: with soil improvement by addition of 
compost over the years. Now that the fruit 
trees are established, I donôt water them. The 
rest of the block has natural 
forest/scrub/grass and I leave that 
undisturbed.  I donôt see significant erosion 
on my slopes and I have been here about 35 
years?   

 

Unnecessary drainage impacts 
                                Neil Skene, Picton NSW 

I have no specific photos of the problems in 
action, such as: the steps which became a 
waterfall in rain; also, the slightly upward 
sloping lawn which prevented water from 
flowing around the house and down the hill.  

Earthworks direct surface water to top of steps 

Contain stormwater in ónaturalô surface drains  
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We bought this property in December 2020.  
The next 18 months would reveal several 
problems with the design of the gardens and 
drainage around this sloping 1 acre property. 
A mix of native and exotic plants around the 
house, had rekindled my previously 
dampened love of gardening (due to work 
commitments).  The gardens also awakened 
a love of gardening for my wife, who 
previously had little interest in the subject. 

A wet Christmas introduced 2021, a year that 
was much wetter than usual. This progressed 
throughout 2022 by providing a sequence of 
very wet months. These rain events showed 
some bad designs and careless decisions or 
workmanship by the builders/landscapers, 
which became a major negative influence on 
the establishing landscape.  

Stepped Waterfall 
The retaining walls had no drainage built into 
the base level behind the wall.  In addition, 
the builders or landscapers had left mounds 
of dirt which were only a few cm high at 
either end of the upper retaining walls. This 
slight elevation then guided ground water to 
the centre of the wall, down the steps and 
over the lower walls creating a waterfall filled 
with garden mulch. A little care when 
constructing and finishing the walls would 
have prevented this concentration of water. 
Total prevention of ground water running 
over the walls would have been imposable 
on this slope, but any reduction would have 
been welcome.  

Unwanted Water Feature! 
The next problem occurred when the mulch 
filled water ran down onto the lawn at the 
rear of the house.  Here it blocked the ground 
water drains, this caused some alarming 

water levels on our alfresco outdoor living 
area. The finished grade of the lawn flowing 
around the house sloped slightly upwards, 
slowing even more groundwater from running 
past the house.   

Water Harvesting! 
While trying to clear the drains mid-storm, I 
noticed another major problem. The ground 
water drains were connected to the roof-
water drainage system for the garage and 
house. The total roof catchment area of 
house and garage is 628 sqm.  All of this 
water then had to make its way to and 
through an underground water tank, then 
down a single 23 metre long 150mm 
diameter storm water pipe. Totally 
overwhelmed, the pipe did little to help clear 
the large volume of water, silt and garden 
mulch trying to flow out to the street. It took 
the only available route, flooding over and 
eroding the gardens. 

To my horror our new house which is only a 
little over 1 year old, and on a sloping block, 
has the ground water drains connected to the 
house stormwater system. The catchment 
area is much smaller here, but still will be a 
problem that needs fixing. 

Neil highlights several not unusual problems 
that are often overlooked in designing and 
constructing a garden. As you have just read, 
and probably previously observed or 
experienced, the impact of water flow can be 
substantial and very difficult and destructive 
to rectify, once the garden is complete.  The 
message is: at the time of designing the 
garden, be sure to understand how the water 
flows across your site and where it 
originates, often from adjoining properties 
over which you have little control.     Lawrie  

Waterfall and mulch blocked drainage system Landform a vital element in garden design  
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Controlling Hilltop Water Drainage 
Bonni Yee, Gold Coast, Qld 

My 8 acre property in Nerang is basically a 
hill with slopes on 3 sides, the back (west) 
sloping up to the forest reserve.  The house 
is built on the flattest area at the top.  Most of 
the land is naturally covered with local grass, 
native trees, shrubs.  We built our house and 
a large shed and plant nursery on the 
relatively flat area at the top, but there are 
lesser slopes to contend with even there. 

At the front of the 
house, we have a 
large shed and 
adjoining nursery. The 
nursery is at a lower 
level and in heavy rain, 
the water flows from 
the front lawn down 
into the nursery.   
 
To stop that, we 
created a berm: a low 
mound that redirects 
the water away from 
the nursery. This 
works well.   
 
At the back of the 
property, there is a 
gentle slope up to the 
forest reserve to the 
west. We created two 
rows of trenches and 
berms ~ 1 m high (now 
weathered 
lower).  Rain would 
collect in the trenches 
and slowly be 
absorbed by the fruit 
trees. this also 
reduces the water that 

flows towards the house.   
 
Back of house before planting.   
We removed the pergola and instead created a 
natural rock retaining wall.  The area above the 
rough retaining wall was planted with 
Rainforest species following Robert Kooymanôs 
book. This ñrainforest plantingò is ~ 15 M wide 
x 30 M length.   

Even though this is not a natural rainforest 
area, the planting has largely been successful 
and provides a cool barrier against the western 
sun and also absorbs water well; we no longer 
have any water reaching the house after heavy 
rain.  
 
The rock wall was created with natural rock 
from the property.  The pebbles are covering a 
drainage trench that also carries excess water 
away from the house and directs it towards the 
North side and the patio with the wallum 
garden. 

 
The rainforest planting and the forest to the 
west helps protects the house from the 
western sun and provides a cooler 
environment than the previous grass 
paddocks!   
 
The rainforest planting and the forest to the 
west, helps protects the house from the 
western sun and provides a cooler 
environment than the previous grass 
paddocks!  Hope this is of some use to others 
who might have similar challenging situations! 
 

Back of house and start of 
rainforest 
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Drainage Works for Cyclonic Rain 
Maya Harrison, Mackay, Qld 

Building a house on a terrace excavated into 
the upper slopes of a hillside surrounded by 
tropical rainforest was a challenge in the 
extreme.  It has been a progressive 
transformation in a series of stages over 
several years. There were three vitally 
important items in the design brief we gave 
ourselves.  

 

Firstly, the steep bank of subsoil and rock fill 
from the excavation had to be rendered stable 
against erosion, no small task given the high 
annual rainfall and occasional cyclonic 
conditions we experience in these hinterland 
ranges not far from the Great Diividing Range. 

Secondly, the designed landscape had to 
collect and divert rainwater away from the site 
without nuisance. It also had to be suitable to 
support nothing but local bioregional native 
plants, and these plants had to stitch the soils 
together with their roots, to protect against the 
surface erosion.  

Thirdly, the plants had to be progressively 
graduated in size down the slope from low 
covers at the veranda edge, to taller 
specimens down the slope, all carefully placed 
so that the view of the garden and the forest 
beyond was not obscured.  

The rock and gravel swale at the top of the 
slope gushes during rain, but ephemeral ponds 
remain, and one larger permanent pod is home 
to frogs and fish, and birds to wash and drink. 

 

The end result is a masterful design that meets 
all of these criteria so well and will continue to 
mature to be an integral part of the natural 
landscape.                                      Lawrie  Polythene sheeting provides immediate protection 



 GDSG Newsletter #129 May 2025  

 ANPSA Garden Design Study Group ς Newsletter      NL 129.docx page 9 

Drainage Influencing a Positive 
Impact on Design. 

Bev Hanson, Warrandyte, Vic.  

John and I bought our four hectare bush 
block in 1969 which sloped to the east with a 
view of the Dandenong Ranges and more 
steeply to the west, the head waters of Wild 
Cat Gully. It adjoined government owned 
land classified as Timber Reserve at the 
time, so with no fences, vehicles made tracks 
and there was plenty of rubbish left behind. 
 

 
The main indigenous trees include:  
Eucalyptus polyanthemos- Red Box. 
Eucalyptus goniocalyx -Long Leal Box 
Eucalyptus microrhincha - Red Stringy Bark  
 

And in the gully area some: 
Eucalyptus melliodora -Yellow Box  
Eucalyptus ovata - Swamp Gum 
 
It was spring when we looked a second time 
at the land, and that sold it for me as the 
bush had come alive with its splendid array 
of wild flowers including many pea flowers 
eg. Species of Hovea, Davesia, Dillwynia,  
Hardenbergia, as well as Beard Heath, 
Chocolate Lilies etc., and over 20 varieties of 
ground orchids. The area had never been 
fenced for hoofed animals so the native 
ground flora was intact. 
 
In 1971 we built on a relatively flat area on 
top of the hill. We made sure the main living 
rooms had large windows facing due north, 
with one meter wide eaves, to take full 
benefit of the winter sun. The garden was 
then designed to flow from one area into the 
next in the natural style being careful not to 
destroy the natural bush. Excavated earth 
from the house site was used to mound 
areas particularly looking out the main living 

areas to create an interesting landscape and 
provide good drainage for plants. 
 
On the south side of the house, which was 
relatively flat, there was the opportunity to 
create a waterway of three interconnecting 
ponds with dry creek bed in between. If it 
rained heavily it could run. The fill generated 
from pond excavation was used to mound, 
thus creating a more interesting landscape 
with good drainage and most importantly 
make rock placement look more natural. 
Brown pebbles of differing size were added 
over the pond and creek bed. With planting 
on this south side, ie the cooler side, it is 
entirely appropriate to plant ferns and other 
shade loving plants.  
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Several truckloads of topsoil were delivered 
to the site for planting areas. Our Ferguson 
front end loader was invaluable for moving 
rocks and soil etc. When I was employed by 
Ellis Stones in the 1960ôs, moving rocks was 
with crowbars and steel rollers by strong 
men. Nifty bobcats make creating a garden a 
breeze now. Paths and driveways can be 
made the low point more easily, thus creating 
a surface drainage point.  

 

Warrandyte is declared a high fire danger 
area in our state. We have always harvested 
all the water from our roofs into tanks or 
ponds. Our largest tank is 10,000 Lt, and 
kept full over summer months for fire fighting 

purposes. A petrol driven pump is attached to 
this and piped all around the house to the 
eaves ending in half circle sprinklers. Once 
the fire season is over the water is used on 
the garden.  
 
Our fire plan prior to Black Saturday, 
February 2008, as advocated by the CFA 
then, was to make your house the place to 
retreat to in the event of a fire. After much 
devastation things have changed. Many in 
our fire prone area have installed bunkers as 
a last resort in the event of a fire. Our son 
Peter made our bunker out of an old Gold 
Mine dug 5 metres down into the ground in 
days gone by. He constructed over 50 nest 
boxes for native birds and animals such as 
sugar gliders, phascigales, possumôs etc. 

 
We have now been living in our Warrandyte 
house for over 50 years. In the early 1990ôs 
we were granted Land for Wildlife status and 
have a covenant with Trust for Nature as well 
as made a Site of Significance with the 
Environmental Department of Manningham 
Council. 
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Drainage Observations over Time  
Brenda Meehan, Brisbane  

Brendas garden was introduced in NL120 her 
garden philosophy is ñplant more and more!ò 

 
Waterlogged Clay 
Garden drainage is often considered a must 
with so many native plants described as 
'grows best in soil with good drainage'. Much 
of the garden is terraced so the water does 
drain away well without pooling. But I 
wondered how I could grow natives in the 
sections of the garden with clay soil that 
stays very wet and sometimes waterlogged 
after a downpour. A big surprise is how well 
Grevillea Dorothy Gordon grows in the lowest 
garden where the drainage is poor. Other 
plants there include Grevillea Honey Gem, 
Micromelium minutum, a paperbark tree and 
Podocarpus elatus.  

Impeded Drainage by Hard Landscape 
Elsewhere the hard landscaping prevents 
water from draining away beside the 
driveway and in the long narrow back section 
between the house and next door's concrete 
path. The plants that have thrived there are 
the Swamp Paperbark, Callistemon-type 
varieties of Melaleuca and Syzygium 
australe. Everything planted there is started 
on a raised mound with plenty of compost 
and gypsum for the heavy soil. There's a 
heavy mulch of gravel that seems to help 
with drainage so that it can always be walked 
on without getting wet feet. 

Beside the driveway one section stays quite 
wet preventing a Casuarina Cousin IT from 
thriving like all of the others along there. So, 

I'm going to try some Lomandra confertifolia 
plants instead because they stay relatively 
compact and may prefer the wet soil. 

Speedy Subsurface Drainage  
There's a large stormwater drain on the 
lowest level of the garden so rainwater gets 
away quickly. Combined with mature plants 
soaking up the rain, I find it important to 
ensure that understory plants are getting 
enough moisture even if it has been raining. 
Lomandra thrives there and small shrubs 
including Synostemon australe, Phyllanthus 
lamprophillus, Phalaria octandra (very slow 
but seeds annually), Aneilema acuminatum 
and corm-type ferns. Plants that would grow 
well there but get out of control too easily are 
Oplismenus aemulus and Viola banksia that 
I'm already weeding out in other sections. 
So, planting to the moisture conditions is a 
matter of finding hardy plants that will grow 
just enough to provide a leafy undergrowth. 

Roots Absorbing Stormwater 
I've noticed an interesting contrast in the high 
rock retaining walls at the back of our garden 
and next door's. Ours was planted with 
Syzygium paniculatum that are now very 
mature whereas the retaining wall next door 
was clear of plants. After all of the rain from 
cyclone Alfred and recent follow up rain, the 
cleared retaining wall collapsed and the 
rocks rolled into the swimming pool, evidence 
I believe, of the soil holding capacity of the 
roots of plants. The downside is all the leaf 
litter and the way those roots also take the 
moisture from our side of the fence making it 
difficult to establish plants there. Alchornea 
illicifolia does well and a Senna acclinis 
survives, used by the Leaf cutter bee but 
keeping ground covers growing is an ongoing 
challenge. Thryptomene saxicola is a 
vigorous plant that could fill the space but 
requires regular renewal to look good. 

Structure Planting Survives Big Wet 
Overall, the heavy rainfall of the past few 
years has allowed many of my garden plants 
to reach their full potential and provides 
scope to experiment with new plants, and to 
enjoy the natural environment they provide. 
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Brendas Garden in 2023 
Lawrie Smith, Albany Creek, Brisbane  

This report describes a visit by our local 
GDSG Brendaôs garden in 2023, it was five 
years since our first visit. 
   
The garden is developed on 800 square 
metres of a rocky hillside in Albany Creek, 
and were amazed at the progress of this mini 
botanic garden, in progress  since 2011. 

Brenda is an avid collector of smaller native 
plants, but also a gifted designer, as is 
demonstrated by the diversity of the 
collection and the relationships between the 
plants and the varied site microclimate 
zones. She dismissed the term ódesignerô 
saying that the garden is really a ñtrial and 
errorò process and if any plant is not 
responding well, it is swiftly relocated or 
removed. The result is that the garden plant 
palette is visually healthy, aesthetically 
pleasing and obviously responding positively 
to the differing design issues and site 
microclimate conditions.  

The most important component of her garden 
design skills is, the preparation of detail 
records for the plant species and the planting 
location. Brenda continually records the 
botanic and common name for each new 
garden plant in excel spreadsheets, with the 
location of all specimens keyed back to a 
simple garden bed layout plan, (drawn as a 
Word document!).  An excellent way to keep 
tabs on plant position, age and growth over 
time.  

 

We walked around in groups guided by her 
documents, and closely observed the 
collection. Brenda explained that she initially 
commenced by planting basically small 
plants in the open exposed site but quickly 

 

 

Establishing since 2011. The original soil is  Sandy Silt over Silty Clay  and Weathered 

Rock. Most of the soil has been improved with home - made compost, gypsum and 

fertiliser  and from digging/planting, this has provided the  gravel  for some of the paths.  

Regularly visiting birds includ e friarbirds, figbirds, b lue - faced & other honey - eaters, 

lorikeets and magpie larks.  

 

Lower Patio
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realised that shade and shelter was a 
necessity.  Now the garden has matured 
providing a good balance of sun and shade, 
with walls and rocks creating numerous small 
ógarden roomsô each with a special character, 
all linked by enticing steps and walkways. 

Brenda posed a series of questions for us to 
help with some problems like; how to screen 
the neighbours caravan; should the tall 
Leptospermum be in or out? What to do in 
the triangular back garden section where a 
neighbouring avenue of mature Syzygium sp 
rob nutrients and moisture from her small 
triangle! How best to prune a Phaleria 
clerodendron to maximise flowering; and a 
few more.  Hopefully our suggestions will be 
useful. 

The morning commenced with a BYO 
morning tea but Brenda had been specially 
baking to add to the diverse spread of 
goodies. Lunch followed the garden 
walkabout. All agreed that it was a great 
opportunity to see how effectively the almost 
200 species of natives were used throughout 
the 800 square metre site, where possibly 
half the area was house and driveway ï 
remarkable! Thankyou Brenda for an 
inspirational small garden. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sauropus / Synostemon albiflorus  
Espaliered to the side timber batten fence 
makes an ideal feature softening the fence and 
uses minimum space 

Usual form of Sauropus albiflorus 
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Local Groups News 

 
Regional GDSG Groups .. formed? 

Lawrie Smith, Brisbane, Q 

One of the most important subjects on the 
GDSG meeting agenda discussed at last 
yearôs ANPSA Conference in Melbourne was 
the challenge to form a ómeeting groupô of 
GDSG members in various local regional 
areas of Australia.  Victoria and NSW had 
previously established successful working 
groups, so perhaps these could be revived? 

At the Melbourne meeting two members 
offered to commence the process of 
establishing a local group: 

¶ Western Australia: Bev Lockley  

¶ Victoria: Sally Collyer relocated to 
Tasmania. 

¶ Soon after, Bev Hanson offered to try to 
form a Melbourne group, but needs 
others to help organise excursions, and 
using technology to contact members.  
 

Please let me know if I can be of assistance. 
 

 

A Challenge to members 
In view of the continuing difficulty, to organise 
GDSG groups in the various states, could I 
suggest a way to perhaps start the process?  
 

Any members who would like to host a 
day for GDSG members to come to their 
garden, please contact me.   
 

I will be pleased to send an email publicising 
your garden venue, date and time to GDSG 
members in the likely catchment of your 
locality.  You never know I might surprise by 
attending one or more of the gardens myself! 
 

There is no need to do anything special for 
the garden visit.  A garden in progress 
needing design advice, is equally as 
interesting as a finished mature garden!  
 
SO PLEASE ACCEPT THIS CHALLENGE! 
 
 

 

GDSG Queensland Group 
Update on activities  

Lawrie Smith, Brisbane, Q 

Exciting New Initiative for 2025  

As most GDSG members have heard in 
previous newsletters, our Queensland Group 
visit native gardens every second month, to 
analyse the design and gain ideas to put into 
action in our own gardens. It is my 
responsibility to plan well ahead to find 
gardens, arrange visits and promote to 
members. It has worked very well since we 
started the local group in January 2017. 
Since then, we have visited fifty-five gardens 
and a few parks, all very interesting and 
informative.  But it is becoming increasingly 
difficult to find new gardens to visit!  

I had felt for a while that there has been 
repeat visits to some gardens we have 
visited, and also that there was not enough 
garden diversity, despite ensuring venues 
were located in the north, south, east and 
west of Brisbane each year. My feelings were 
echoed by several members. So, I prepared 
a schedule of the gardens we have visited to 
see if my feelings were justified. 

A review of the resulting garden list showed 
there was minimal repetition ï one park and 
two gardens were visited twice!. 
The list confirmed that the diversity of garden 
types and locations was excellent! 
So, I stopped worrying!   

When I asked a couple of members recently 
for garden visit ideas, it was suggested that 
GDSG should particularly visit small lot 
gardens, and also enhance our knowledge of 
the most suitable small Aussie plants for 
those small gardens.   Therefore, I worked 
out a new garden visit initiative called:  

ñA Mission to Discover Tenacious 
never say die Small Aussie Plantsò 

This yearôs bimonthly Calendar of Garden 
Visits, will take the form of a research study 
in the inner city and new outer suburbs, to 
visit specially selected areas to observe and 
record which small Aussie plants are used 
and most successful in Garden Design. This 
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has been received enthusiastically by our 
members, and our first research visit on April 
4, will commence this research in the inner 
city, then follow up later in selected small lot 
new suburbs. 

Strolling around Brisbane city and particularly 
the new suburbs, it is obvious to me, that 
native plants are a very last option for new 
gardens. I have not noticed this in Australiaôs 
southern cities to the same degree.  Most 
likely this is because our moist, hot, humid 
climate encourages rampant growth, 
supporting very few small species to suit the 
small-scale garden sites of today. Our 
research program over the next twelve 
months will reveal the true situation. 

The intent is to prepare a comprehensive 
schedule of species, which GDSG will make 
available through Native Plants Queensland, 
with a strong recommendation to replan their 
regular NPQ Plants Markets to provide a 
specific section devoted to óTenacious 
never say die Small Aussie Plantsô. At the 
moment at each of these five markets the 
plants are randomly mixed, grower by 
grower. The young new gardeners who 
largely frequent the Markets, are looking for 
suitable, persistent small plants, and it is 
near impossible to find them among the taller 
stronger specimens suitable for large 
gardens. Hopefully this research will also 
result in a small booklet on the subject. 

Small Plants Mission ï inner city 
Our first research day in Brisbaneôs inner city 
was a resounding success, visiting 
streetscape, parks and gardens in CBD 
areas rarely seen, and in parklands each 
side of the river. Thirteen GDSG members 
walked over 8 kilometres with 12,000+ steps! 
We identified and scheduled more than 150 
species used in the inner city, and will keep 
adding as we visit new suburban areas. 

We were very fortunate that a new GDSG 
member, attending for the first time today, 
was the horticultural designer for the green 
walls and hanging gardens gracing the 
atrium interiors of a new inner-city building. 
Most of the plants are exotic, but there were 
natives too. Georgia is intensely interested in 

urban greening, high rise landscape and 
vertical gardens - that is why she has joined 
our group to be able to increase her 
knowledge in the use of more native plants in 
her designs.  

 

 

 

It would be very useful for GDSG 
members to undertake a similar project 
in their own town or city for 
comparison!  
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Members Stories 
 

MIFGS 2025 ï a report 
Nicky Zanen, Melbourne 

Thankyou Nicky for forwarding these extracts 
from the Kuranga Nursery Newsletter. GDSG 
Members will feel ógreen with envyô as I do, 
when you see these winning gardens. Iôve 
visited MIFGS several times and it is always 
impressive, but this year seems to feature 
native plants more than usual! Wonderful! 

Thatôs a wrap on MIFGS 2025 
The Melbourne International Flower & 
Garden Show has come to an end, and what 
an unforgettable event it was! We loved 
connecting with fellow native plant 
enthusiasts, sharing our passion for 
Australian flora, and showcasing the beauty 
of our plants.  A huge thank you to everyone 
who stopped by our display, asked 
questions, and supported Kuranga Native 
Nursery.  

Kuranga is so proud to have been part of 
both the Boutique and Achievable Garden 
winners' designs, supplying over 1,200 plants 
across numerous displays. This marks the 
first time we have officially sponsored MIFGS 
gardens, and we couldnôt be more thrilled 
with the results.  Weôre already looking 
forward to being involved again next year! 
 

THE WINNERS 

Congratulations to Jocelyn at Earthcore 
Landscapes for winning the Boutique Garden 
competition. 

Emily & Zoe for taking home the win in the 
Achievable Gardens. 

SHOW GARDEN COMPETITION 

óIn Ratio with Africaô by Matt York 

Matt Yorkôs incredible native garden earned a 
well-deserved silver in the Show Garden 
competition! A standout feature of his design 
was the beautifully layered and grouped 
native plants, complemented by striking 
stonework. We also loved the thoughtful 
habitat elements, including a bird hotel, and 
the inclusion of three rare Queensland bottle 
trees óBrachychiton rupestrisô, which added a 
unique touch to the space. 

 

ñBetween Momentsò by Ben Hutchinson 
Ben Hutchinson also secured a well-earned 
silver in the Show Garden competition! The 
Kuranga team was particularly drawn to the 
natural beauty of his Australian bush plant 
selection, the striking Richea dracophylla 
beautifully layered against the rockery, the 
stunning natural recreational pond, and the 
charming Willy Wildlife bronze animal 
sculptures that added a touch of whimsy to 
the space. 

  

https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkuranga.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5261ac22dede32d8ece10ce20%26id%3D9a1564a544%26e%3D3db48ee1db&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc33ca1462d2b46a3f95208dd7268f0d0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638792517238821601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O2zUOWUbZsAzHHGoYbdIJEqyi5lwR7IniiEBdsEVA%2FE%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkuranga.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5261ac22dede32d8ece10ce20%26id%3D9a1564a544%26e%3D3db48ee1db&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc33ca1462d2b46a3f95208dd7268f0d0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638792517238821601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O2zUOWUbZsAzHHGoYbdIJEqyi5lwR7IniiEBdsEVA%2FE%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkuranga.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5261ac22dede32d8ece10ce20%26id%3Df373c496fa%26e%3D3db48ee1db&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc33ca1462d2b46a3f95208dd7268f0d0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638792517238833946%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7v1KcJToWxgO1J1vWGkP4QB0JCFHBgestq5iOfu7YkE%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkuranga.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5261ac22dede32d8ece10ce20%26id%3De828882a88%26e%3D3db48ee1db&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc33ca1462d2b46a3f95208dd7268f0d0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638792517238846360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7xdMi07%2Fn2ESvkGfpEg4IjyWk66wALX5jU3Yycy0j1I%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkuranga.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5261ac22dede32d8ece10ce20%26id%3D09f3933565%26e%3D3db48ee1db&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc33ca1462d2b46a3f95208dd7268f0d0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638792517238860451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BHdbxh4vHLgEfRVV3HgNI8Kiuk6ZpPiBfK8gqE9QEiU%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkuranga.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5261ac22dede32d8ece10ce20%26id%3D16814ed2e6%26e%3D3db48ee1db&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc33ca1462d2b46a3f95208dd7268f0d0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638792517238875007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Yo0MbAK9eEah%2FlOonQVW95ew8KSZnt9c1osdJXzt3L8%3D&reserved=0
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Plants in Design 
 

Syzygium Espalier Screen 
Jane Fountain, Brisbane 

 

 

Jane at first thought that this was just a well 
pruned Syzygium hedge enclosing a 
restaurant courtyard in her local shopping 
centre. That was until she walked inside for a 
coffee, to be amazed to see that this was a 
living semi-transparent screen wall that had 
been carefully and skilfully trained in the 
espalier technique, to provide a narrow 
decorative pattern of sculptural trunk, 
branches and foliage which was far superior 
to any manufactured screen. 

This just shows that, with a little bit of 
imagination and a lot of careful tending and 
shaping, a species that is usually a tall 
globular shrub or tree can be completely 
transformed into something visually beautiful 
and functional.  Our Australian flora is 
increasingly being used in innovative ways, 

particularly in the small courtyard gardens in 
which what many people are now forced to 
have as gardens. 

Most likely Syzygium paniculatum  

Another Syzygium hedge 
Lawrie Smith, Brisbane 

Yesterday, I was visiting a fellow NPQ 
member Alby Saunders just north of 
Brisbane, and was stunned by this extensive 
tall narrow hedge of Syzygium Lulu a cultivar 
from Syzygium luehmannii. It is certainly an 
excellent species to use for a decorative 
boundary hedge, and Alby is obviously a 
master at pruning parallel and straight. 

Angus Stewart describes it as follows:  
A large shrub with narrow, medium sized 
glossy foliage and hot pink new growth. 
Small white flowers followed by reddish fruits. 
A great feature, screen, hedge or topiary 
plant that is also good for pots. The fruit is 
edible and is a gourmet bush food, eaten 
straight off the tree, and also made into jams. 
Does well in sun to part shade. Feed 
regularly with a good native fertiliser. Pruning 
encourages a more dense habit. 


