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Dynamic Gardens  
 

The term "dynamic garden" refers 
to a gardening approach that 
embraces change and flexibility, 
allowing the garden to evolve 
naturally over time, rather than 
adhering to a rigid plan. It involves 
working with the ever-changing 
conditions of the environment, 
including plant health, growth, and 
seasonal shifts. This approach 
often involves a mix of plants that 
stay put, and also with those that 
increase and spread. 

Laak Boorndap garden, Melbourne 

mailto:gdsg@anpsa.org.au
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EDITORIAL 
Lawrie Smith 

In keeping with the theme, this Newsletter 
offers a ódynamicô series of articles that will 
encourage you to take a slightly different 
view of your garden design and management 
activities. It is always good to think beyond 
the square and create something special, just 
as the next ANPSA Conference will for you. 
 

The 2026 ANPSA National Conference is 
approximately twelve months away and 
members are now most likely considering if 
they will be travelling to Allice Springs to 
explore the magical heart of Australia. As 
usual we hope to have a GDSG meeting 
there, and once again review what we find is 
of value in our activities and consider new 
ways to enrich our understanding of garden 
design with native plants.  

Travelling to the varied bioregions across the 
continent every two years, as the Conference 
circles around the states, certainly provides 
us with a wealth of knowledge by observing 
the varied regional plant communities, and 
understanding their response to the differing 
local climates, rainfall, soils and geology. We 
also see species from other quite different 
regions being used as garden specimens, 
sometimes successfully or occasionally not 
coping. This really helps us to choose the 
optimum species for our own garden design 
by being aware of which native species will 
best suit our own local environmental 
conditions, because we have seen elsewhere 
how they react within their natural habitat.  

It takes a lot of time to plan a national 
conference and in Queensland members are 
already working on the 2026 one. It will be 
held on the crest of the Great Dividing Range 
in Toowoomba, a city centred on a complex 
of several bioregions which together offer a 
botanically significant location, that 
appropriately is very different in character to 
Central Australia in 2026. Our Queensland 
members intend to welcome you warmly, and 
prepare an event that will entice you to visit 
the Sunshine State again in 2028.   
 

Next Newsletter THEME 

òMass Planting Designó  

Newsletter #131                November 2025 

 

Is Mass Planting Logical?  
 
Mass planting, involves establishing large 
numbers of the same plant species together in 
a defined area, used to create a sense of 
unity, continuity, and visual impact in a 
landscape design, often by emphasizing a 
particular colour, texture, or form. However, 
this technique is most likely a design question 
in many members minds. 
 
As native plant people we logically derive and 
copy much inspiration from nature as we 
establish our gardens. When meandering 
through natural meadows and bushland, have 
you found impressive examples of massed 
planting that have inspired you for your own 
garden? Have you found benefits from using 
large groups of plants together, or has this 
caused problems in some way?   
 
Mass planting can add many and varied 
benefits to a garden design such as:        
Visual Impact;    Harmony and Rhythm;      
Weed Suppression;    Erosion Control;          
Low Maintenance;    Cost-effective;   and 
Ecological Benefits; etc.   

Each of these, also many other examples both 
positive and negative, will be considered in 
more depth in the next issue of the Newsletter. 
So please be reminded about the subject 
by this  image , and send  your questions, 
thoughts and suggestions  to share with us 
all  in the NL before mid October.  
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This Newsletter THEME 

òDynamic Gardensó   

 

In essence, dynamic gardening embraces 
the ever-changing nature of the garden, 
viewing it as a living, evolving system rather 
than a static structure. By understanding and 
responding to both natural and intentional 
changes, gardeners can create a truly 
dynamic and engaging garden experience. 

 

New Paths of Opportunity                                                                    
Words Ros Walcott, Photos Ben Walcott Canberra 

When Lawrie first proposed the theme of 
ódynamic gardensô I really did not understand 
what he meant. I thought that we must not 
have a dynamic garden, but when he 
explained the term, I realised that we were 
going through a major dynamic period in our 
own garden. As my ability to walk around our 
garden becomes more and more limited, we 
decided to add extra paths to our garden for 
easier access for both walkers and 
equipment.  

 However, our garden is mature and almost 
the whole hectare is already crowded with 
plants. Where could additional paths go? 
How could we make paths useful, practical 
and attractive at the same time? We 
searched for possible lines of access through 
the dense bushes and finally decided which 
plants could be cut back, moved or removed 
to allow entry.  

 Some anguish was involved on my part ï 
Ben has a stronger character. We agreed on 
two long paths at the edges of our property 
with cut-throughs to the rest of the garden. I 
was looking forward to seeing the deep 
edges of our garden that have not been 
accessible to me for the last couple of years. 
I have been kept busy worrying about plants 
that I could not check on a weekly basis.  

 

 

 

 

Concrete dust and exhausted soil mix as sub base 

Conduits for services under new pathways 
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Compacted sub base  Crushed rock pathway during tamping process 

Crushed rock applied over sub base Crushed rock to be watered and tamped down  



 GDSG Newsletter #130 August 2025  

 ANPSA Garden Design Study Group ς Newsletter     NL 130.docx page 5 

 

We discussed with our gardeners how to 
navigate both the plants and the irrigation 
system.  Many bushes had to pruned and 
irrigation lines would have to be unearthed 
and buried in plastic conduits under the new 
paths. We then proposed construction of 
these new paths to our trusted óman of all 
workô Swampy, who has completed several 
ódynamicô changes in our gardens over the 
years. He agreed to tackle the job, but in that 
elastic time period óafter Xmasô.  We waited 
somewhat impatiently until he arrived with his 
son Dylan, and his amazing Dingo Mini 
Digger.  

He proceeded to grade paths first around 
one side of the garden. Swampyôs work is 
always incredibly neat and careful and we 
were delighted by how the new rough paths 
extended our garden. He then laid 10ml of 
concrete dust and exhausted soil as a base 
for the red crushed rock that would form the 
finished path. The curved entry paths were 
enclosed in steel edging and the long straight 
paths bordered in plastic edging.  

Each side of the garden took a week of work 
to complete. The red crushed rock was 
watered often and tamped down many times 
by machine. The rock now forms a firm and 
stable surface for all users, including 
scooters and wheelbarrows. The paths are 
also very attractive as I hope you will agree. 
Now that the far reaches of the garden have 
been unlocked my eyes have lit up with 
visions of new shade plants ï 40 new 
correas, perhaps?  

 

Moving f rom a temperate to a 
subtropic al climate  

Neil Skene, Minden, Qld 

Itôs always good to see other peopleôs 
gardens and how they deal with problems. 

Dynamics in the garden is affecting me now, 
even though I have only planted one bed so 
far to stabilise a bank near my shed, 
consisting of Grevillea and Melaleuca 
(Callistemon) species. 

I had plans for many more types of 
Melaleuca, Syzygium, Corymbia and even 
some Chamelaucium. But this all changed 
when I saw a beautifully growing 
Chamelaucium develop Myrtle Rust. The 
plant was sprayed, covered with a plastic bag 
and ripped out of the ground. 

None of my Melaleuca show any signs of 
infection (Dawson River, Hannah Ray and 
Kings Park) but what I saw has made a big 
impact on what I will plant here.  

When we moved from a Temperate to Sub 
Tropical climate, I had to change my idea of 
building the garden I always wanted. 

Most of the plants I grew up with have 
problems growing in the humidity and wet 
summers here. Now with my discovery of 
Mrytle Rust half of my ñwhat to plantò in the 
Sub Tropics research is out the window. I 
have a lot more book reading and internet 
searches to complete as I refocus. 

Well Neil you are in luck because not far from where 
you live are two wonderful native nurseries who will 
be able to answer all your questions about suitable 
local provenance species, see them established in 
their gardens, and then select the ones that suit you 
best. All that remains is the need to plan the garden 
to be functional, climate responsive and 
aesthetically pleasing. Keep us informed and attend 
the local GDSG Meetings, when you are ready, we 
will visit the garden and help with design 
suggestions.                                         Lawrie 

Peteôs Hobby Nursery, Lowood 
peteshobbynursery@iprimus.com.au 

Smarty Plants Nursery, Talegalla 
familyguy08@bigpond.com  

Finished surface firm and stable 

mailto:peteshobbynursery@iprimus.com.au
mailto:familyguy08@bigpond.com


 GDSG Newsletter #130 August 2025  

 ANPSA Garden Design Study Group ς Newsletter     NL 130.docx page 6 

Local Groups News 

 
Regional GDSG Groups  .. formed ? 

Lawrie Smith, Brisbane, Q 

One of the most important subjects on the 
GDSG meeting agenda discussed at last 
yearôs ANPSA Conference in Melbourne was 
the challenge to form a ómeeting groupô of 
GDSG members in various local regional 
areas of Australia.  Victoria and NSW had 
previously established successful working 
groups, so perhaps these could be revived? 

At the Melbourne meeting two members 
offered to commence the process of 
establishing a local group: 

¶ Western Australia: Bev Lockley  

¶ Victoria: Sally Collyer relocated to 
Tasmania. 

¶ Bev Hanson offered to try to form a 
Melbourne group, but needs others to 
help organise excursions, and in using 
technology to contact members.  
 

Somehow, we have to expedite the process 
Australia wide!!!  
Here is an idea worth trying . . . . .  
 

 

A Challenge to members  
In view of the continuing difficulty, to organise 
GDSG groups in the various states, could I 
suggest a way to perhaps start the process?  
 

Any  member s who would like to host a 
day for GDSG members to come to the ir  
garden , please contact me .   
 

I will be pleased to send an email publicising 
your garden venue, date and time to GDSG 
members in the likely catchment of your 
locality.  You never know I might surprise by 
attending one or more of the gardens myself! 
 

There is no need to do anything special for 
the garden visit.  A garden in progress 
needing design advice, is equally as 
interesting as a finished mature garden!  
 
SO PLEASE ACCEPT THIS CHALLENGE! 
 
 

GDSG Queensland Group  
Update on activities  

Lawrie Smith, Brisbane, Q 

óTenacious never say die . . . . . 
Small Aussie Plants  for Small Gardens ô 
In the last Newsletter our ñMission for Small 
Plantsò in southeast Queensland was 
described in detail, and is progressing well 
after a couple of Study Group expeditions 
around the inner city and suburbs. These 
have provided an initial spreadsheet that 
currently lists almost 300 species and 
counting! Of course, this includes species 
that will not necessarily suit the strict 
ñMissionò criteria.  

Over the next six months, as we widen our 
research area, the resulting long list will be 
analysed and reduced significantly to result 
in a short list of the most ótenaciousô and 
suitable specimens to promote, inform and 
guide development of successful native 
landscape in parks and streets, and 
particularly in home gardens of the new 
houses established on the thousands of 
small blocks spreading across this region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once the list is complete it is intended, with 
the assistance of the NPQ society, to 
promote and distribute it widely through the 
general community in south east 
Queensland, and particularly to the various 
local governments, and the corporate sector 
developers.  It is imperative that this list of 
ñTenacious never say die . . . . .  Small 
Aussie Plants for Small Gardensò becomes 
influential in changing the city landscape to 
far surpass the currently dominant plant 
palette of exotic species introduced from 
throughout the world. 

Native species, 
including 
Doryanthes 
palmeri, thrive 
to create a 
ǾŜǊŘŀƴǘ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ 
ǿŀƭƭΩ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 
side of a ten-
storey building 
in downtown 
Brisbane 
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Lorna Murrayôs Garden 
Many of our members will not know that 
recently one of our oldest ANPSA / SGAP / 
NPQ members passed away in her late 
nineties.  A number of members who knew her 
well, represented the Society by attending her 
farewell at Mt Thompson Memorial Gardens 
Chapel.   

 

Afterwards we mingled with her family and 
discussed her remarkable life, specifically her 
love, knowledge and understanding of our 
national flora.  Lorna was always involved as 
an executive member of SGAP locally and 
ANPSA nationally.  With husband Allen, she 
regularly toured the nation in search of native 
plants, and over the past six decades, 
collected and propagated many seeds to grow 
in her own garden at Jindalee in Brisbane. For 
some years Lorna had lived in a retirement 
village and at her funeral, we were surprised to 
learn that the family still retains ownership of 
her home and garden. They immediately 
agreed that GDSG would be most welcome to 
visit her special garden, as it likely contains a 
unique range of species, many not well known 
in cultivation.  

Obviously, Lornaôs well-known reputation and 
experience with growing Australian plants over 
so many decades encouraged a sizeable 
group of GDSG members to attend her garden 
on June 6.  Beth McRobert had found a copy 
of Lornaôs list of species in her garden as at 

February 1987. There were almost 300 entries 
in the three page schedule, each complete with 
planting date dating back 53 years to 1972. 
Obviously only a small proportion still exist on 
site, obviously demonstrating those with the 
hardiest constitution. This of course, is what 
we are looking for in our 2025 Mission to 
prepare and distribute a short list of the 
most appropriate and commercially 
available native species that are known to 
be hardy and long lived for small gardens in 
most situations.  

Consequently, our visit today was not directly 
addressing garden design, but it is hard to 
separate the association of a plant with its 
functional and physical use in design.  

Front Room  
In design terms, Lornas garden is effectively a 
garden of several rooms, the first of which is 
located along the street frontage, orientated to 
the west. This is the óFront Roomô along the 
boundary where a collection of distinctive tall 
trees and associated understory provide an 
interesting and attractive privacy screen. This 
distinctive linear ónative forestô is an effective 
barrier to the western sun, providing afternoon 
shade to the front lawn.    

 
North Room  
The house is situated at a slight angle to the 
southern alignment thus providing a wider front 
and side garden as the óNorth Roomô. Along 
the northern boundary the neighbourôs house 
is screened but not obscured, by a line of small 
decorative shrubs parallel to the driveway, that 
allow the welcome northern sun to maximise 
flowering of the specially selected Grevillea, 
Leptospermum, Melaleuca etc, species. 

Lorna Murray ς one of our most significant 

SGAP / NPQ members 
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Obviously, they were good neighbours with the 
Lorna and Allen.  The gardens immediately 
beside the front and side elevation of the 
house provide a display of carefully selected 
lower growing native species to welcome 
visitors to the front door.  

East Room  
The garage and workshop on the north rear 
alignment, together with the house adjacent, 
enclose the óEast Roomô with a very shaded 
character, accessed by a pathway from the 
north. Here Lorna has planted an informal 
forest of rainforest and other species around all 
edges north, east and south which provide a 
wonderful shade canopy for the small shade 
loving plants that abound and thrive here. 
Right at the back boundary is Lornaôs Potting 
Shed as would be expected.  

South Room  
Continuing around the house the óSouth Roomô 
is entered through the rainforest, past the 
clothes drying yard, then to a paved pergola 
shaded outdoor living area at the back door 
that would be ideal on those hot summer days. 
Once again, a range of small species, most 
likely rare and even endangered would have 
been trialled under the taller boundary 
screening plants.  

Lornas Garden is not over large but well 
planned and more than adequate to maximise 
the varied microclimates that no doubt, she 
used to advantage in researching which seeds 
she collected around Australia would tolerate 
the Brisbane climate and add to the combined 
knowledge that all SGAP members similarly 
provide.  

We provided a heartfelt thank you to Ian 
Lightbody, Lornaôs nephew for inviting us to 
visit and research her garden. In addition, he 
opened her seed cabinets to us, allowing us to 
select from a range of locations across the 
continent. Not only that, Ian placed most of her 
native plant library before us on the kitchen 
table, and quite a few special books were 
selected thankfully by members.  

We used Lornas plant list to inform us and jog 
our memory, as we investigated the plants 
around the garden, and quite a few specimens 
were identified, many more were known but 
the names not always recalled ï is that a sign 
of age?   

Of the many species we identified several 
stand out as being ideal specimens for our 
Small Plants Mission ï Gardenia scabrella, 
Phaleria clerodendron, Grevillea agrifolia and 
Grevillea heliosperma, Leptospermum 
madidum, and Neofabricea myrtifolia. 

 
Jane Fountainôs Garden 
Later that day we drove to the western suburbs 
to see Janes hillside garden.  When 
recommending the best strategy to park the 
eleven cars of members on her steep narrow 
slippery driveway Jane apologised to us that 
there was no planning and design about her 
garden. Nothing could be further from the truth, 
what she has done on this large, steep and 
difficult site is remarkable. She did such a good 
job of telling us where to park that only one car 
(mine) followed instructions and parked at the 
top of the driveway. Everyone else parked on 
the nearby footpath and walked down then up 
the driveway! We enjoyed a wonderful 
companiable BYO lunch on her terrace 
overlooking the two major ógarden roomsô.   

Grevillea heliosperma 
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North Slope  

To the north was the very steep newly created 
slope, probably more than six or more metres 
from her floor level to the site platform for the 
adjacent 42 unit two-storey townhouse 
development, about six or eight meters away 
laterally.  Desperately trying to achieve some 
privacy, and more importantly keep the town 
house unitôs stormwater in their own land not 
hers, Jane undertook a mammoth process to 
retain the steep, loose slope.  

Jane commenced using logs, rocks, in fact 
anything she could find useful to modify 
erosion, and then planted the area out heavily 
to partially reinstate the bushland setting she 
had enjoyed for the past four or five decades.  

Recently when walking through a rainforest 
she realised that by copying the naturally close 
trunks of trees and saplings she could rapidly 

create a dense screen beside her on the slope. 
So off she went and found numerous (30 or 
40) semi mature rainforest specimens, and 
promptly planted them closely together. 
Certainly, their canopy will obscure the 
townhouses in the near future!!  For ease of 
access Jane constructed terraced walkways 
for maintenance. This will be needed because 

the adjoining site was, and still is covered by 
thousands of bamboo canes to about 6m tall 
and it is rapidly invading her garden like huge 
creeping caterpillars just under the surface. 
These will tie the soil together but what about 
the monoculture and fire risk of bamboo?  We 
were all sympathetic with her plight and agreed 
that what she has done is logical and will be 
effective.  

East Slope  
However, the eastern slope below the house is 
a completely different story. This is where she 
has been busy for the past decades returning 
the original drier landscape to an almost 
pristine moist rainforest. Here she plants the 
best and most appropriate species to create a 
very desirable ónaturalô setting.   

The view down from the house is idyllic and 
many well-known species catch your attention 
and encourage you to walk down among them 
along the meandering pathways.   

As you traverse the main and secondary 
pathways you come across interesting plant 
groupings of the same or allied species which 
accentuate what she is wanting to illustrate 
botanically.  Jane asked us to stop from time to 
time and gaze upward, as these groupings 
have created interesting canopy patterns, 
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silhouetted against the sky and clouds, or 
shafts of sunlight thrusting though the foliage 
to randomly spotlight and highlight a specimen. 
Jane was the first to deny having done this 
aspect of garden planning for design reasons.  

But that is what design is all about, you can 
plan say a rectangular courtyard, with all the 
right angles and patterns and plants pruned 
out of shape to conform BUT nothing can 
match natural design, done because you love 
and know the plant materials you are using in 
the garden, or in this case the rainforest.  

For my career I have always used the 
philosophy ñDesign With Natureò as my guide 
in every project.  Nature always wins! So, Jane 
it is obvious to me that your rainforest garden 
has certainly been designed ï because it is 

clear that you understand why every tree, 
shrub, groundcover or orchid has been placed 
just where it needs to be. Thatôs why your 
garden is so peaceful, attractive, botanically 
logical, and yet dramatic.  Well done, keep up 
the good work . . . . . .  but none of us know 
how with your busy schedule, you fit in the time 
to do everything you do!!! 
 

Bulbine bulbosa  Rock Lily  
Lawrie Smith, Brisbane 

In southeast Queensland successfully growing 
small dense ground covering plants can be a 
hit and miss situation, due to the climatic 
extremes between seasons. This species has 
proven to be extremely hardy in my garden, 
offering very attractive and easily manageable 
characteristics. It is perennial, and naturally 
reproduces to create a layer of dense tufting 
foliage which insulates the ground from hot 
summer sun to conserve moisture. Attractive 
displays of dense clustered yellow flowers 
display at top of tall stems and persist over a 
long period from spring.  

Bulbine bulbosa grows slowly 
laterally to provide a very 
dense mass of upright, 
fleshy, tubular, succulent like, 
grey-green leaves, which 
inhibit any weeds. The 
foliage remains attractive 
throughout the year, with 
best colour in part shade; in 
full sun leaves become more 
yellow green, but keep moist 
in hot summer.  It is easily 
propagated or transplanted, from the tuber like 
rooted stems. This is a really invaluable garden 
plant that lends itself to several design uses.  
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Members Stories 
 

A Tale of Three Ponds  
 Words Ros Walcott; Photos Ben Walcott, Canberra 

We have three ponds on our property, one 
large and two smaller ones in a cascade down 
the hill. The ponds act as water catchments 
and form the basis of our irrigation (read 
óirritationô) system. We also have an 80m deep 
bore which adds water to the large pond. The 
water circulates from pond to pond, over a 
waterfall and along a creek lined with Purple 
Loosestrife,     (Lythrum salicaria).  We 
originally had four ponds, but the pond on the 
other side of the property was always 
problematic, either too full or too empty and 
hard to manage. We filled in the fourth pond, 
punched holes through the liner and made it 
into a garden in 2006, complete with a central 
Melia to provide shade. 

 

 

We planted four Schoenoplectus, or Lake Club 
Rush, two mucronatus and two validus, in the 
largest of our new ponds in January 2004. By 
January 2025, 21 years later, you could almost 
walk across the pond on the resulting reeds. In 
fact, our Italian Greyhounds could walk across 
the pond on the reeds ï see photo above. 
While the pond appeared brilliant green and 
looked amazing, we did not want a pond that 
was barely functional. The ducks had scarcely 
any space to land, and the native waterlilies, 
Nymphoides geminata, and Water Ribbons, 
Triglochin procera, planted at the same time, 
were getting choked to death by the vibrant 
reeds. Something had to be done to remove 
most of the reeds to allow the pond to breathe. 

We had two quotes for the job of removing the 
reeds, one very fancy, with an added sump 
and water treatment machinery, the other very 
simple. Get four healthy young men with strong 
backs to come for a week and pull up all the 
reeds by hand and mattock. We went with the 
simpler solution and were amazed to find that 
8 truckloads of reeds were removed from the 
pond. It was a gut-wrenching experience that 

Bottom pond with no planting in 2003    

Italian Greyhound Bella walking across the reeds 
2018 

Removal of waterlilies from middle pond 2025 

Removal of 8 truckloads of waterlilies and reeds 
2025 
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left everyone exhausted, including the 
hundreds of fish (uncoloured goldfish, gudgeon 
and mosquito fish, Gambusia) that live in the 
pond. The Pacific Black Ducks, Wood Ducks, 
White Faced Heron and Little Black Cormorant 
were all inconvenienced by our actions. 
However, the pond was clear and looked so 
large with a wide expanse of water and no 
reeds. The reeds are now galloping in again, 
but they have 20 years to grow back to their 
former glory. 

We have also just 
completed a six-
month problem-
solving exercise 
in the top pond.  
This pond has 
been dropping to 
a low level and 
we have been 
avidly pursuing 
the unknown 
leak. If you have 
ponds, you will 
know that water 
is sneaky, and an 
unreliable liquid 
that loves to 
disappear, invade 

off-permit areas and trickle where not wanted. 
We had a succession of bearded men come to 
look at the pond and cogitate. Many theories 
were advanced, but the pond continued to leak 
to a certain low level.  

Eventually we got a proposal to fibreglass one 
side of the pond that had a crack in it from 
subsidence of the paved area around it. To do 
this all the fish in the top pond had to be 
caught and relocated to the other two ponds. I 

thought this would be almost impossible, but it 
was easily managed in a morning. Then the 
pond had to be drained and dried out before 
work could start on sealing the leak. The 
subsequent view of mud and stranded 
waterlilies was traumatic for me, although the 
peewees loved the mud and strutted over their 
new territory leaving dainty claw prints.  

After a week of drying out we filled the pond 
again ï and it still leaked! Gnashing of teeth 
and tearing of hair ensued. We had even more 
theories advanced, but Ben now had an inkling 
of where the water was going. He decided that 
the garden sump was the culprit. We drained 
the pond again and dried it out. Another week 
of torment for the ducks who flew into a view of 
no water. We blocked off the sump and dried it 
well before filling the pond with water again. So 
far, the water level is holding. We have all 

breathed a sigh 
of relief. I now 
have exciting 
plans to put koi 
in the top pond 
in spring.   

Dispiriting expanse of mud and 
stranded waterlilies top pond 
2025  

Top pond after leak is fixed   

Middle pond free of waterlilies  

Bottom pond free of reeds 
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My Picasso Planting Plan!!  
Lawrie Smith, Brisbane 

Recently a friend with green fingers asked me 
for help with some design and planting ideas 
for the renovation of her front garden. The 
garden of some 1,500 sq metres, had been 
originally established on vacant land,  
more than twenty years ago.  Since then, a 
diverse species mix of native and exotic 
trees, shrubs and ground covers had been 
progressively and randomly added to 
develop into something of a very shaded, 
and overgrown wilderness.  

The first task suggested was the removal of a 
substantial number of the unnecessary trees 
and shrubs to open up the garden and admit 
more sun penetration, and most importantly, 
to create views into and out of the garden. 
The main physical and botanic components 
retained formed the basis for a new pattern 
of sweeping gardens separated by 
meandering lawns of varying width, inviting 
exploration to explore the ónewô garden.  

Many of the existing smaller shrubs and 
covers which had naturally germinated, were 
to be recycled in more appropriate locations. 
There were so many diverse specimens that 

massed planting was the way to go!  My task 
was to make the re-planting design process 
simple for someone who really loves plants, 
but does not want to be bothered with using 
or knowing botanic names.  
For the first time ever, I used the colour of 
flower or foliage to define where the plants 
should be grouped!  On completion I was 
amazed to see influence of Pablo Picasso in 
my simplistic massed planting plan!! 

Microsorum punctatum  óGrandicepsô  

Lawrie Smith, Brisbane 
This is a very useful upright ground cover 
commonly known as Terrestrial Elkhorn Fern 
or Crawling Fern. This species is a widely 
distributed tropical terrestrial or lithophytic 
fern to 1.2m tall, spreading by creeping 
rhizome and often forming dense colonies. 
Generally found in coastal central 
Queensland from Fraser Island north as an 
understorey in semi protected locations on 
rocky headlands and shaded sand dunes.  

When young and vigorous the fleshy, upright 
'strappy' fronds form an erect cluster of 
leaves, with various degrees of crinkling. 
Individual fronds are long lived and, as they 
age, they tend to arch over and need 
considerable space to show their form to 
advantage. Sometimes a plant will display 
fronds with crested tops and frilly edges.  
Best suited to moist well drained sandy soils 
in part shade to full shade, it is a very hardy 
ground cover once established and will 
tolerate considerable exposure if well-
watered.  

Microsorum punctatum is very easy to grow 
as a feature specimen container plant, which 
is extremely attractive in all seasons, both 
indoors or out. My specimen is one of several 
growing for more than 20 years, in large 
earthenware containers 400mm high x 
400mm diameter, generally residing in the 
bush house, but brought out for special 
occasions. They have never been repotted, 
but now the rhizomes are becoming so 
dense and compact it is obviously time to 
divide and start new containers.   

             Art by Lawrie                                 art by Pablo Picasso 
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Plants in Design 
 

Two Melbourne Urban Gardens  
Nicky Zanen, Melbourne 

Two interesting items from the group looking 
after Westgate Bridge Park, and garden 
developments at Federation Square in 
Melbourne, are significant trail blazing 
landscape projects. 

The Grassland Ark Project  
Westgate Bridge Park  
This once beautiful grassland became very 
compacted and weedy after truck movements 
for the bridge extension early last year wiped 
out most of the plants that were surviving. 

Thanks to funding by Bupa and Landcare, the 
Grassland Ark Project is now almost complete. 
Rare and critically endangered seed was 
propagated at Bili Nursery and, with the help of 
our regular volunteer team, the site was 
cleared of weed, rotary hoed and topped with 
new soil. On Saturday 21 June, ACF 
supporters joined our crew to finish the job of 
carefully planting and watering in 1,000 
indigenous grassland plants.  Over the next 6 
months a further 1,000 plants will be added to 
The Ark, helping conserve the geographic-
specific genetics of these important indigenous 
species for future generations. 

Fungi are back  
After several years of dry winters, rain has 
come and fungi are appearing in Westgate 
Park. Some species found are new to the Park. 
Tapinella panuoides - Oyster Rollrim; Stereum sp.; Tubaria 
furfuracea - Scurfy Twiglet; Mycena clarkeana; Rustgill sp.; 

Stereum hirsutum - Hairy Curtain Crust 

 

Frog -Bog Wetland  
Our Wednesday crew followed up, forming the 
path and creating the 'frog-bog' - a small 
ephemeral wetland designed to attract 
invertebrates. 

Fire Works  
Good progress was made by our hard-working 
crew in revegetating burnt areas. Ash was 
several centimetres deep in some places, now 
mostly dug over. Mulch and logs used to 
prevent erosion.  Early responders like Acacias 
and Kangaroo Apple are emerging from seed 
and eucalypts, grasses and irises are sprouting 
well. 

 
 
Rare plant of the month  
Olearia asterotricha - Rough Daisy Bush  
It's such a lovely, low maintenance daisy with 
silver-green leaves and masses of mauve, blue 
or white flowers, October to July. Very suitable 
for pots and gardens that have only partial sun 
to dappled shade.  There are now very few 
populations of this daisy in Victoria but we can 
save it!  Our propagation team has 
successfully grown Olearia asterotricha - now 
available at Bili Nursery.  
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We encourage you to wander through The Ark 
and watch its progress. You will find it close to 
the Westgate Bridge crossing. 

Laak Boorndap Garden  
Federation Square  
This new pop-up Test Garden demonstrates 
the naturalistic planting style of Laak Boorndap 
and provides a test bed for programming, 
research and conversations about climate 
change, biodiversity and ecology. 

The name, Laak Boorndap, was bestowed to 
the garden by Traditional Owner, Wurundjeri 
Woi-wurrung Elder Aunty Gail Smith to honour 
the beautiful place that the garden will create 
for all.  

ñI gave it the name Laak Boorndap because to 
me it means a beautiful place for all people to 
visit and recognise our Country and our 
Wurundjeri ancestors. Itôs not just a 
placename, it brings Sky Country, the 
heavens, and everyone back together on 
Country.ò   
 
Aunty Gail Smith, Language Elder from Wurundjeri 
Woi Wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation 

 
About Laak Boorndap  
The garden is designed by the Melbourne 
studio of international design practice 
HASSELL and New Yorkôs SO-IL, with 
internationally renowned horticulturalists Nigel 
Dunnett and James Hitchmough, who are 
working closely with plant expert Jac Semmler 
from Melbourne company, Super Bloom. 
Planted entirely on an elevated deck, this 
remarkable new public garden is at the 
forefront of contemporary garden design ï 
being unique in the world in its planting 
density, scale and climate resiliency.  

The Test Garden is a window into Laak 
Boorndap, the new 18,000 square metre urban 
garden being delivered as part of 
the Melbourne Arts Precinct Transformation 
Project.  A densely planted, multi-layered, and 
continuously flowering space for people, art 
and performance.  Laak Boorndap will be at 
the centre of the Melbourne Arts Precinct and 
will create more space for nature in our city.  
Federation Square has partnered with the 
University of Melbourne to place 
experimentation and research at the heart of 
this project through rigorous scientific testing at 
the horticulture campus in Burnley. 

Taking advantage of the relatively mild winters 
in Melbourne, the garden has been designed 
to flourish year-round, ensuring it is beautiful 
and ever-changing, and continually fostering 
biodiversity. The garden showcases a highly 
dynamic and multi-layered planting design 
using a mix of native and introduced species 
including carefully selected trees, perennials, 
grasses and flora. A bold and unique approach 
to naturalistic planting, visitors will be able to 
enjoy six different areas of thematic planting 
within the garden that intersect and celebrate 
the natural composition of Australian 
landscapes.  

With a stunning green space that supports 
community wellbeing and connection, the 
elevated urban garden will wrap around and 
connect the new The Fox: NGV Contemporary, 

https://artsprecinct.melbourne/laak-boorndap/
https://artsprecinct.melbourne/laak-boorndap/
https://artsprecinct.melbourne/
https://artsprecinct.melbourne/
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NGV International, Arts Centre Melbourneôs 
Hamer Hall and Theatres Building (under the 
Spire), along with the adjacent The Primrose 
Potter Australian Ballet Centre. Cafes and 
restaurants will be located at Arts Centre 
Melbourne and NGV, making the precinct an 
unmissable destination. 

Complementing the rich tapestry of planting 
across the year, Laak Boorndap will present 
contemporary art and activation including new 
artwork commissions by First Peoples. The 
garden will also be home to significant 
contemporary sculpture from the collections of 
NGV and Arts Centre Melbourne, open to the 
public both day and night. 

A Climate -Resilient Garden  
Experimentation and adaptability are 
necessary tools for surviving the unpredictable 
conditions of the changing climate. As our city 
faces the challenges of the climate crisis, we 
are committed to cultivating climate-resilient 
gardens. In this garden, weôve chosen plants 
that are already known to survive in hot, dry 
conditions in a shallow substrate. The diverse 
selection of plants requires minimal 
intervention and irrigation to flourish, making 
them uniquely adaptable to our changing 
climate. 

One of the key issues of the climate 
emergency is the loss of biodiversity, which is 
essential to life through supporting complex 
ecosystems. By creating this unique urban 
ecosystem, we hope to provide a home to 
birds, insects, and bees.  

This project is one of many, as community 
groups, councils, and neighbours across 
Melbourne create gardens with a focus on 
thoughtful planting, fostering biodiversity, and 
changing our relationship to nature in an urban 
environment. 

Syzygium wilsonii ssp. wilsonii  
Powder Puff Lilly Pilly  

Lawrie Smith, Brisbane 

This species is endemic to the far north 
Queensland rainforests, from Ingham to 
Cooktown, in lowland rainforests from sea level 
to 600-700m, growing in relatively poor soils. 
This is a very beautiful shrub that grows 2-3 
metres in height with weeping branches and 
stiff dark green leaves up to 15cm long. New 
growth is soft and weeping in shades of pink 
and bronze, adding to its overall attractiveness.  

From late October to mid-December it carries 
spectacular, large, cyclamen pompom flowers 
tipped with gold. The blooms form on the tips 
of the branchlets, their weight causing the 
branchlets to become pendulous. These are 
followed by clusters of edible quick maturing 
fleshy white berries about 1.5cm across, which 
form heavy bunches, causing the branchlets to 
become more pendulous. It is suitable for 
patio, courtyard or rainforest garden, and will 
grow in most well mulched soils in sun or 
partial shade, but is somewhat slow growing.  
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The MAILBOX 
 

Exotic - Native Garden Conversion  
Judith Blayden, Kayena, Tasmania 

I have attached my application form to join 
the Garden Design Study Group. I have been 
interested in garden design generally, but 
more so since the house we moved into 
when coming to Tasmania has a garden of 
over 1.7 hectares without any Australian 
native plants and we are starting to plant. 

While processing Judithôs new membership 
details, I pondered over how best to 
positively reply to her urgent need for garden 
design assistance. Particularly because I am 
always willing to help anyone who wants to 
include native plants in their new or 
established garden.  I decided that for such a 
huge task, my reply should suggest the 
importance of an initial planning process to 
guide optimum garden establishment over a 
long period of time - as follows.       Lawrie 

Welcome to GDSG Judith, from your 
description it is obvious that your new large 
property has provided a large challenge in 
replacing those many hundreds of 
established exotic specimens with natives. 

Converting an existing garden is really not 
that much different to starting on a new or 
vacant site.  In fact, a planted site can make 
re-design that much easier!  The first task for 
any site is to analyse the three-dimensional 
form of the existing garden, and the 
composition of the plant specimens to 
identify if, and how, their individual habits, 
forms, sizes, character, etc contribute to the 
visual qualities of the garden. Even though 
you intend to replace the exotics, this 
analysis will give you a good basis to 
understand and test some design 
opportunities by for instance, seeing what 
visual aspects currently work functionally, or 
aesthetically, and others that do not, and 
what native species best provide the answer. 

Disregard the exotic species of course, but 
study them as a plant form, to consider how 
their varied forms and characters can 

suggest the design parameters for the 
replacement natives you intend to install. 

Analyse if the existing garden layout has 
aspects that work for you and may be copied 
or others reformed, certainly you will see 
immediately what needs to be changed when 
considering new specimens; will you find: 
shade trees in the wrong position, hedges 
blocking views, gardens of unfortunate 
shape, pathways that have no functional 
purpose, structures that add visual interest if 
retained or, irrigation that should be 
underground not overhead, etc etc.  

The moral of this story is, donôt rush out to 
purchase and plant a trailer load of the first 
natives that you see.  Do the site planning 
first, and then be assured that every plant 
you select and locate will be in the most 
appropriate position, and meets the design 
function you have determined.  

Being a GDSG member works best if you 
óget involvedô by writing questions, and 
describing new design ideas to share in the 
Newsletter.  Looking forward to hearing how 
you are proceeding with the new design. 

Cheers Lawrie 

 

Blending bonsai and niwaki with 
Australian native species  

Roma Dindi, Carnegie, Victoria 

Iôm reaching out to express my interest in 
joining the garden design study group. Iôm 
currently finishing my Certificate III in 
Horticulture and have hands-on experience 
working in both nursery care and bonsai.  

Iôm really keen to deepen my understanding 
of design principles, connect with like-minded 
people, and actively contribute to 
discussions. 

My special interests in garden design are 
creating low-maintenance, climate resilient 
spaces that blend bonsai and niwaki 
elements with Australian native and other 
exotic species; spaces that combine 
aesthetic simplicity with ecological function. 
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When I read this Membership Application 
form from Roma, I was inspired to delve 
immediately into the internet to find out more. 
I have had a long-term interest in Japanese 
garden design and have always equated 
their ónaturallyô stylised garden design 
philosophy to be eminently suited for our 
Australian flora. So, it will be interesting to 
see if other GDSG members have a similar 
appreciation of the distinctive theories of 
garden design in Japan, and join with Roma 
to research and study this different area of 
garden design with native plants.      Lawrie 

Difference between Bonsai and Niwaki?  
Bonsai is the Japanese art of cultivating trees 
dwarfed in containers - to create a miniature, 
but realistic representation of nature. 

Niwaki ( ) is the Japanese word for 

ógarden treesô, and is also the descriptive 
word for highly ósculpting treesô in gardens.   

The only difference between niwaki and 
bonsai is that bonsai are grown in containers, 
and niwaki are grown in the ground. Garden 
specimens that are ócloud prunedô can look 
very much like smaller bonsai trees. 

What is Niwaki  
Niwaki is one of the most recognisable tree 
arts in the world, yet most people donôt know 
it by name. Japanese people are very fond of 
their gardens, and throughout the years the 
garden in Japan has played a very profound 
role. If you look closely at a Japanese 
garden, you see that every tree and bush is 
shaped to perfectly fit in the garden. Creating 
cloud trees by pruning to create a specific 
form only needs a small amount of 
knowledge to give excellent results. Niwaki 
gives you the power to transform the 
character of your tree. 

It is interesting that in Japan, unlike Australia, 
the number of plants used in gardens is kept 
relatively small. Japanese gardening is 
limited to a certain palette of plants, and 
applying niwaki techniques creates some 
pretty stunning shapes. 
 
In niwaki, the whole idea is to keep the tree 
in harmony with its surroundings. The 
Japanese art of cloud pruning is heavily 

influenced by nature, with garden forms 
drawing inspiration from mountains, 
waterfalls and rivers. The way Japanese 
gardeners do this is by combining different 
techniques such as trimming, clipping and 
pruning, to clearly signify the essence of the 
tree. Niwaki primarily creates outstretched 
branches and rounded canopies, which is 
known as cloud pruning. 

 
Shaping a tree into Niwaki  
In Japan, to practice niwaki, you need to 
spend the next seven years of your life as an 
apprentice. If you happen to live in Australia, 
all you need to know is a basic knowledge of 
pruning. Everything else comes down to trial 
and error and a lot of patience.  

Growing trees is a long process, and 
patience is mandatory. After all, you are 
building your own zen garden. There still is a 
way to shorten the time. Either choose a type 
of plant that grows faster, or start with a 
larger, more mature specimen.  

It is important to choose the right plant 
species, either deciduous or even better if 
evergreen.  The most suitable for cloud 
pruning and easy shaping are:  
Box; Yew; Pine; Japanese Privet 

How to cloud prune  
When done well, pruning branches to look 
like clouds (hence the name), creates some 
beautiful results. There are rules that you 
have to follow. 
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First, choose the specimen that you are 
going to use, make sure it has interesting 
branch formations. Often the stranger the 
branch form, the better the results when you 
start to prune. 

When you decide which tree to select, and 
you know the perfect place for it in your 
garden, itôs time to prune. Look from all 
angles to figure out which branches you want 
to remove and which you would like to keep. 

Using your tool of choice (pruning saw or 
secateurs), cut out the unwanted branches 
and clean the base of the tree.  This is best 
done when the tree is still young, as the 
marks of the cuts will disappear with time. 

After youôve trimmed to the desired length 
and shape, leave the tips at the end of the 
branches to grow in a cloud shape. While 
growing, you can use ties and stones to 
redirect the growth direction of the branches. 
It mostly takes patience rather than skill. 

How to maintain niwaki pruned tree  
Maintaining niwaki specimens is relatively 
easy. Depending on species and growth rate, 
prune the tree once or twice a year. The 
pruning formwork is generally done in a day. 

Bringing diversity into public 
plantings  with Australian  species  

Jim Singline, Carlton North, Victoria 

My special interest in joining GDSG is to find 
ways to bring a bigger diversity of Australian 
plants into public plantings. Also to explore 
the components of naturalistic garden design 
for our Australian context. Experimental 
planting into sand and recycled concrete.  

Jim has three interesting reasons for joining 
our study group and the first is something 
that I think every member wants to see, no 
matter which in part of Australia they live. It is 
an important subject that I think we should 
explore more fully together by sharing our 
observations in local parks and streetscapes. 
It would be wonderful to see descriptions and 
photos of some good examples. Perhaps 
comments about the lack of diversity in an 
urban landscape you have seen will prove to 
be equally instructive. 

His second reason - exploring naturalistic 
garden design components - is also 
something that we often cover in descriptions 
of our own gardens, by explaining why we 
planned and designed the way we did. I think 
all of us want to establish a garden that has 
been inspired by nature. However, some 
prefer a subtle design to achieve a ónaturalô 
appearance, while others want to establish a 
modern contemporary formal garden of 
native plants. Both are reasonable and 
correct and obviously respond to the specific 
design requirements and site conditions.  

The third reason seems to indicate that Jim is 
perhaps trying to establish a garden in a new 
development where a developer has left 
sand and recycled concrete pretending to be 
suitable material for establishing a garden!  
No doubt you have seen such poor 
conditions provided to unsuspecting new 
home owners, that they only find by digging 
down through the ógarden soilô to plant their 
first plants.  Letôs hear your sad and sorry 
stories and how you dealt with the problem. 

Lawrie 
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Barbara Comments 
Barbara Buchannan is a talented and long-term 
member of GDSG.  Over many decades she has 
left a legacy of very useful garden planning and 
design observations and suggestions. Selections 
will be republished each Newsletter in this column. 
 

Modern Gardens  
Barbara Buchannan - from Newsletter 68, 2009 

A ómodern gardenô, is one in which people sit, 
rather than just passing through enroute to 
somewhere else.ô  

This comment by a prominent English garden 
designer in an article in óGardens Illustratedô 
set me thinking. We donôt usually sit in our 
garden, we work in it, stroll round for gentle 
exercise, or to discover the latest new 
flowers, or we simply come inside to rest.  

My husband hates sharing food with flies so 
we have never developed the barbeque 
lifestyle. We have never set aside an area 
with seats and table for resting. Maybe it is 
time we did, but I think it may be connected 
to living in the country. Those of our offspring 
who live in the big smoke do all the outdoor 
living things, those who reside in the bush, 
donôt. Personally, we are lucky enough to be 
immersed in the great outdoors and donôt 
need special efforts to enjoy it! 

There has been plenty written about outdoor 
living rooms and courtyards, and I remember 
being impressed by a comment from Derek 
Fell in his beautiful book on óMonetôs 
Gardensô ï ñhis borders were developed to 
be painted, which meant being viewed from 
fixed points rather than walked past. This 
influenced their planting layout. Elsewhere he 
made stroll gardens.ò Lucky man to have the 
space for both, something in very short 
supply in urban gardens.  

This suggests that for the modern garden, 
which are viewed from a fixed seating area, it 
is important to create pictures, of satisfying 
plant groupings that give pleasure the whole 
year. A tall order, using living material, no 
wonder show gardens depend so much on 
hard landscaping! Monet did not have this 
problem with his typical European borders of 

herbaceous plants; our small woody shrubs 
are much more of a challenge.  

The answer as I see it, is in pruning - both 
careful selective clipping to keep the shrub 
within its allotted space while maintaining a 
natural shape, and overall trimming to create 
shapes. This latter can, but need not, 
develop into the equivalent of parterres with 
clipped box hedges. I have seen a óstaircase 
to the skyô made using a row of five or so 
small leaved myrtaceae arranged in 
ascending height order.  I predict a 
development of our native bulbs, annuals 
and herbs to suit the diminishing size of 
urban plots, but also to enable all season 
interest in a restricted garden space.  
The same article also claimed:  

óGardens satisfy people most profoundly 
when they provide both refuge, and 
prospect.ô 
  

That is to offer a twin experience of enclosed 
secure feeling, together with a view to the 
outer world. A truism that is hard to live up to 
in suburbia, but perhaps one to bear in mind. 
I know the borrowed view of the row of gums 
along a nearby creek influenced me when 
choosing our ótown houseô in Benalla. As the 
intervening fences and roofs are being 
progressively screened out, we are moving 
towards these twin design aims.  
 
That part of the planting which provides a 
visual prospect is quite simple, but creating 
the picture to sit and dream in, is much 
tougher and only time and experience will 
see it done. óDoneô is not the right word! A 
garden is never done; there is always 
something to tweak.  
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NL Archives 
Issues 106 to110 

 

The GDSG Newsletter index on the ANPSA 
website, is a great way to search out specific 
ideas and recommendations offered by 
members in relation to garden design over the 
years since the first Newsletter in May 1993.   
There are many gems of inspiration introduced 
by the following excerpts below, that are worth 
re-reading, as they are still as relevant today 
as they were when first published.   
 

Read the full text for these references, as well 
as other articles you find in the GDSG 
Newsletter archives on the ANPSA website.      
 

https://anpsa.org.au/newsletter/garden-design-newsletters/ 

Newsletter # 106         February 201 8 

The Marriott Garden - Grampians  
Diana Snape, Vic 

The house has a south-westerly aspect and is 
sited just below the brow of the hill, to make it 
less prominent in the landscape and to 
minimise the effects of hot northerly winds. 
The south winds also tend to go over the 
house, which is placed to maximise views of 
the Grampians. The shared landscape is 
extensive and magnificent . . . . . . 
 
My Canberra Garden in Transition  

Fran Middleton, Canberra 
Back in 1990 I had that sometimes-prized 
opportunity, a blank canvas on which to create 
a garden, but sadly, my enthusiasm for native 
plants was well into the future. Being from a 
completely different climate zone (Brisbane), 
upon arrival in Canberra in 1982 I became 
enthusiastic about all the ónewô wonders of the 
plant world which the Canberra climate allows 
 

Newsletter # 107         April  2018 

Three Native Gardens in Hobart  
Ros & Ben Walcott, Canberra 

The first, the óGreen Gardenô - has parts 8 
years old, some only one year . . .  Second, is 
óTasmanian Bushland Botanic Gardenô in a 9 
hectare quarry . . .   Third, óInverawe Native 
Gardensô Tasmaniaôs largest, has been 
established over 16 years since 2001 with 
planting over 12,500 trees and shrubs.  

Newsletter # 108         June 2018  

The Importance of Water in the Garden  
Ros & Ben Walcott, Canberra 

Water in the garden has a long history, as long 
as gardens themselves. Any history of 
gardens and gardening will show that the 
Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Chinese, Roman, 
Japanese, Persian, Moghul, Aztec, French, 
Italian, Dutch and Spanish gardens all 
featured water prominently in their designs . . . 
 
óYarraô Native Habitat Garden   

Leanne Dunne, Mt Gravatt East, Brisbane 
The front garden is dominated by a large 
Melaleuca linariifolia as high as the two-storey 
house with decorative papery bark enhancing 
the irregular pattern of trunks and branches; 
the fine soft foliage provides patterns of filtered 
sunlight over the grass below. . . . .  
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On Leaving our Garden  
Margaret James, Melbourne 

This is the record of an amazing Australian 
plant garden developed by the owners, Brian 
and Diana Snape during 39 years. . . .  
 
Carolle Gaddôs Garden in Gympie, SEQ 

Lawrie Smith, Brisbane 

This large rural garden can be, and is, 
described using many superlative terms, but 
really it is a simple garden where Carolle has 
used her knowledge and experience to 
create a very special landscape artwork of 
botany and horticulture so that at every step 
from the front gate to the lower slopes there 
is diversity, colour, texture and focal points, 
that I would term a ówalkaboutô garden . . .  
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Courtyards and Patio Garde ns 
ά¢ƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ DŀǊŘŜƴέ Diana Snape, Melbourne 

In a courtyard garden, as in any really small 
garden (25 square metres or less), every 
square metre is precious ï the smaller the 
garden, the more surely each plant must 
deserve its place. You may choose to focus 
on the hard landscape . . .  to introduce rocks 
and a pool, with very few plants . . . .  or a 
flamboyant approach with verdant rainforest . 
. or a subtle, tranquil atmosphere with Grass 
Trees, Pimeleas and Hibbertias . . . .   
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Membership Matters 
 

A warm welcome to our new members  
We look forward to your active participation in 
your study group . . . . .  
¶ Jane Blackwood, Ravenshoe, North Qld 

¶ Rita Liao, Parkville, Vic 

¶ Luke Bennett, Coburg, Vic 

¶ Judith Blayden, Kayena, Tasmania 

¶ Roma Dindi, Carnegie, Vic 

¶ Jim Singline, Carlton North, Vic 

Current membership : 268 
 

Membership of GDSG is free é   
The Garden Design Study Group Newsletter is 
now published four times each year in 
November, February, May, August . . . .   

 
Newsletters are distributed only by email.  
 

Copy deadline:  two weeks before the 
publication month, earlier submissions will be 
very warmly welcomed by the Editor.  
 

Newsletter Editor: Lawrie Smith AM  
38 Sandpiper Avenue NORTH LAKES Q 4509  
Phone: 0411 228 900   
Email: gdsg@anpsa.org.au  
 

 

TREASURERS REPORT ï July 27, 2025 
General account:   
Opening balance  $ 2,508.13 
 Expenses:  nil 
 Income:    
  -----  $0.00 

Closing balance $2,508.13 
  

Term Deposit:   
Opening balance $ 26,475.82                    
 interest to 28/01/2025   $1,274.32  
 reinvested @ 4.0% for 12 mths 

Closing balance $ 27,750.14 
    

TOTAL ASSETS:  $ 30,258.27 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Authors Check List 
 
Now that the GDSG updated Website  is 
operational you will find this check list a useful 
reference as you write stories or articles about 
garden design to be added.  

Following these guidelines will ensure that all 
the relevant site information accompanies the 
text you write. This will ensure readers know 
the main physical issues that have influenced 
the design of the subject garden, and can 
relate it closely to their own local conditions.  

 

Potential site influences:  
(Other items of influence may also need to be considered) 

Topic:  Nominate the Newsletter theme, or 

alternatively another subject  

Author:   Name and preferred contact details 

Site location:  Town or city, street address, State  

North:  Aspect, influence of sun and shade, 

microclimate 

Climatic Zone: Tropical, sub-tropical, temperate, 

mediterranean, arid, etc 

Topography:  Coastal, riverine, plain, foothills, 

tableland, montane, etc 

Slopes:   Level, gentle slope, steep slope, 

undulating,  

Soil Profile:   Subsoil type & depth; Topsoil type & 

depth, pH 

Geological:   Local rock type: sandstone, limestone, 

granite, basalt, other . . .   

Drainage:  Surface & subsurface; seasonally dry, 

occasionally moist, always wet, etc 

Environment: Special botanic or ecological site 

relationships 

Photographs:   Send as separate high-resolution 

attachments, not embedded in the text - 

Maximum resolution 2 - 3 MB; Add a 

caption to each photograph if necessary, 

or otherwise state No Caption.    

Members we need your stories! 
You will notice in this issue, that I have added 
some small texts and photos to avoid having 
blank sections on some pages.  Generally, I can 
use texts or articles that members have sent 
in, but this time ǘƘŜ ΨŎǳǇōƻŀǊŘΩ ǿŀǎ ōŀǊŜ!!  

PLEASE WRITE AND SEND SOME STORIES  

mailto:gdsg@anpsa.org.au

