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EDITORIAL

Lawrie Smith

Welcome to GDSG Newsletter #131,
hopefully you will find this another interesting
issue. During this past winter quarter, it
seems that GDSG members have been busy
doing everything else but finding the time to
write and share their experiences in their own
garden or in other gardens, because there
have been next to no written submissions
submitted for adding to the Newsletter. So, |
have desperately tried to find some
interesting garden design anecdotes from my
own files and elsewhere.

This is very disappointing for me as Leader
and Editor as we generally have excellent
stories from members in most states. So
once again can | urge members to PLEASE
take part by sharing your thoughts and
experiences as this is what membership in a
study group is all about. It is not for the
leader to bore you with things that might not
be of interest or value. It is the interaction of
numerous people all responding in various
ways to the Newsletter theme, either
agreeing or making alternative suggestions.
Perhaps better still is recounting design
experiences you have observed in
someoneds home garden
urban landscape that is world class or maybe
misses the mark!! Your opinion is invaluable
and meaningful.

PLEASE SURPRISE ME WITH A HOST OF
ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT EDITION !l

As you will find out in the following pages, |

have reached a decision point in my life and
health, where it is important to consider the

best way forward for rest of my life.

Who knows how long or short that may
be, but | want to make GDSG members
aware that the position of a new Leader
is on the horizon.
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While 1 still enjoy this position it is becoming
increasingly difficult to keep up with what is
necessary and keep it in balance with all the
other things | tend to say YES to!

The biggest impact is the impending
downsize to move from our family home to a
retirement village. With that comes the need
to dispose of family and professional records
spanning over many decades. In fact, the
State Library of Queensland want to receive
my professional records of more than five
decades, as most of my landscape
architectural work has been considered as of
consequence as part of the history of
Queensland.

This requires a massive process to sort
documents and photos, and summarise

some aspects to ensure the full worth of the
documents is easily understood by others. In
fact, |1 have just completed writing more than
30 OFact ShithBdrépagesa c h
descriptive text and photos, that will basically
act as an index to the records of the
landscape development of World Expo 88.

Later in this newsletter, | have included an
extract from one of these fact sheets which
outlines something of the design process for
the exposition. Although the scale of the
Expo landscape is massive, it may be of
interest to members who visited to relive
fid s?gnif%antr] ntefational
event, or for others to perhaps find out about
it for the first time.

ANPSA 2026 Alice Springs

The ANPSA 2026 National Conference is
now approximately ten months away. Some
members are most likely already considering
if they will be travelling to Alice Springs next
August to explore the magical heart of
Australia.

As usual it is hoped to have a GDSG meeting
there, and once again review what we find is
of most value to our members through our
activities, and to consider new ways to enrich
our understanding of garden design with
native plants.
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Next Newsletter THEME

Nati ve
February 2026

oSmall Lot

Newsletter #132

Editors Comments

When | chose this theme, | had no thought of
needing to plan a small home garden for
ourselves! As you have just read, times have
changed and we are soon on the move to a
small house and garden. So, | considered
that the story of the planning and design that
| have been doing over the past months for
our new small back garden is appropriate to
share now, as it may give inspiration to
others of one way to prepare a design.

Our New Small Back Garden

Lawrie Smith, North Lakes QId

When you reach four score years, and a few
more, you begin to wonder how much longer
you will have the ability to keep doing
everything you have been doing over all the
past decades. Keeping the garden in order
and seasonally changing is no longer the
simple task it once was, and it is obvious that
this and many other things are becoming
more difficult. Therefore, Carmel and |
decided after much deliberation, to embark
on a life changing decision to relocate to a
retirement community. Finding the right
location was not without considerable
investigation, and we finally decided on a site
in stage two of a village 15 kilometres north
of where we live now, closer to Moreton Bay,
to build a new smaller contemporary home
and garden.

As you can imagine it was fundamental that
our new home would have sufficient space
for us to develop a new much smaller
garden. For the past six months or so, | have
been going back to first principles to design
our new special garden in which | can apply
optimum planning and design that reflects my
lifetime devotion with our native plants, in my
personal life, my profession and through the
native plantds
one that | am enjoying immensely. | want to
share in this newsletter something of the
design process of a work still very much in
progress.
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soci ety.

In the town house style village, we chose a

site of 360 sq m that abutted the western

boundary overlooking an environmental park.

The back garden has a north western aspect

which is not ideal for southeast Queensland,

and the planning of this 7.3 x 12.5 metre

space has been defined and constrained

significantly by this. This is a challenge |

have relished, and time will tell if | have

solved the problems by <c
Wi th Natureo the ethosIlwh i c
have followed throughout my career.

r
h

Site Evaluation

Using sheets of A3 drafting paper,

occasionally A4 pages for detail, and

importantly armed with my trusty 8B

propel | i nunpypé,ncwhi cdhS al wa
gives me wonderful design ideas as it draws

the many and varied lines to suggest

i nteresting garden for ms
started off by drafting the angular directional

lines of the midsummer and midwinter sun

paths across the page, sun/shade patterns,

potential views and circulation desire lines.

From this geometry the main garden
elements emergedasirr egul ar
defined the functional relationships of the
physical and botanical constraints and
opportunities. Once this was polished several
times, by overlaying layers of tracing paper, a
more detail design began to emerge. Two
temporary shade sails will provide initial sun
protection for more delicate plants. The
analysis pencil sketches distinctly show the
principal components planned for the garden,
and even illustrate the plant massing as
described in the notes around the Site
Analysis Drawing.

Obubbl

6Shortyd kept on drafting
now with purpose, and a more detail concept
plan began to become more obvious. This
was defined by plotting a one metre site grid,
the optimum location of some of the
specimens to be transplanted from our
existing garden, as well as other species that
would be subsequently purchased. This new
garbiéhireBised séverdl charfictefisticpiang € b u 't
groupings that had proved to be successful in
areas of our existing garden with a similar
aspect. This is illustrated in the Design
Development Drawing , which is still a long
way from completion, but does give a three-
page3
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dimensional feeling for the garden. The main
characteristic hard and soft landscape
components of the garden will each
incorporate a carefully selected, well

understood plant group.

Letodos take an
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The first close and most obvious garden
feature is the grove of Leptospermum
brachyandrum and madiddum, specifically
planned for the primary reason to control the
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afternoon summer sun.
Their canopy of fine mid
green leaves protects
the understorey fern
collection, and
importantly their
sculptural gnarled and
twisted trunks and
branches provide
filtered views of
invitation to the gardens
beyond. The garden is
edged by a foreground
shallow rocky pond
shaded by several Tree
Ferns, and a cluster of
rainforest understory
specimens that extend
from the shade beside
the patio to add a
diverse display of
foliage.

Orchliids & IEpiphytes
The aged timber slab
and gravel pathway
extends from the patio,
past the opposite
garden immediately in
front of the main
bedroom. This
mounded garden with
filtered afternoon sun,
provides an ideal
location to establish the
collection of King
Orchids and other
suitable species in
ground and on the
decorative sculptural
decaying logs.

3 Borrowed

Landscape

The gravel and

decomposed granite

walkway sweeps gently

further in each

direction. To the north
page4
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west corner, a grove of small colourful trees
takes advantage of the full sun to provide
seasonal colour and texture. Grass Trees
and a range of smaller shrubs and covers
provide a focus as an understory in the
foreground. The path leads to an observation
area and seat, with views to the distant
mountains and the adjacent environmental
park, where the tall trees cast welcome
afternoon shade in summer.

4 Full Sun Zone

The main central space of the garden is open
and sunny, divided into a complex of various
garden beds each providing optimum
displays by layered planting in carpets of
massed low covers, groups of low shrubs,
and medium specimens all taking advantage
of the seasonal midday sun. My signature
plant Doryanthes palmeri takes pride of place
at the back of this garden, with its distinctive
foliage form and arching spikes of scarlet
flowers. Besides, a multi trunked Banksia
robur, introduces the Proteaceae collection
with the prolific flowers of selected Grevillea
hybrids used to attract birds from the
environmental park into the garden.

Xanthostemon chrysanthusc v 6 Ex p o
the focal shade tree on the boundary, is
important because it signifies my role as
landscape architect for World Expo 88 and
choosing it as the exposition floral emblem.
In this location it will shade the central
garden area in summer, but the winter the
sun will stream past from the north.

5 Pergola and Propagation

In the southeast corner of the garden a
geometrically formed timber pergola reflects
the strong radial lines of other built garden
components, planned to reflect the similar
architectural forms of the house. Vines,
container plants, hanging baskets and green
walls will create interest in three-dimensions,
and also provide facilities for propagation.

Watch this space! |0l
progress, however our new house will not be
ready for us to move in until at least October
next year. Between now and then there will
be a lot of continuing planning and design to
be done, and also preparation of species
selected for relocation.
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my
regularly in my fingers for probably forty+
years, helping me to plan my landscape
projects at all scales. He has been regularly
replenished by inserting countless thick, soft
68B06 | eads that real/l
very rhythmic as you scrawl across the paper.
Lines can be drawn bold or fine, with a little
more or less finger pressure by &hortybéon the
page. Straight lines, curves or shading, i taf s
the same to &hortyd

BI e of all,
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are quick to do, so that you can scribble many
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before you find a design solution that works!
You will certainly draw much more meaningful
designs with 6 S h g betaysé somehow what
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appear on paper as if by magic.
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something quite remarkable about how a
design in your head can be translated
through your fingers to paper, bringing those
soft, smudgy scribbles together in a way that
you may never have contemplated.
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Images of various types of small
gardens to inspir e you to share your
own ideas about small garden
design in the next Newsletter
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This Newsletter THEME

7

oMass Planting Desigo

Is Mass Planting Logical?

Mass planting, involves establishing large
numbers of the same plant species together in
a defined area. It is used to create a sense of
unity, continuity, and visual impact in a
landscape design, often by emphasizing a
particular colour, texture, or form. It is likely
that this technique generates questions of
appropriate design for many members.

As native plant people we logically derive and
copy much inspiration from nature as we
establish our gardens. When meandering
through natural meadows and bushland, have
you found impressive examples of massed
planting that have inspired you for your own
garden? Have you found benefits from using
large groups of plants together, or has this
caused problems in some way?

Delving though the World Wide Web | found
numerous references to Mass planting, also
known as group planting, a design technique
that involves planting large numbers of the
same plant species together in a defined
area. Mass planting can add many and varied
benefits to a garden design such as:

visual impact; harmony and rhythm; weed
suppression; erosion control; low
maintenance; cost-effective; ecological
benefits; also used to create a sense of unity,
continuity, and visual impact in a landscape
design, often emphasizing a particular colour,
texture, or form.

ANPSA Garden Design Study Groijewsletter NL 131.docx
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Benefits of Mass Planting:

Visual Impact:

Mass plantings create a bold statement and
can be a focal point in a garden, drawing the
eye and adding a sense of drama.

Harmony and Rhythm:

Clustering plants of the same type creates a
sense of order and harmony, establishing a
rhythm in the landscape.

Weed Suppression:

A dense mass of plants can help suppress
weeds, reducing the need for manual
weeding.

Erosion Control:
Mass plantings can help stabilize soil and
prevent erosion, especially on slopes.

Low Maintenance:

If the plants share similar needs, mass
plantings can be relatively low-maintenance,
as they can all be watered and fertilized
together.

Cost-effective:

Planting in masses can be more cost-effective
than planting individual specimens, especially
when using affordable plants like spring bulbs.

Ecological Benefits:
Planting in masses can create habitat for
beneficial insects and pollinators.

Considerations for Mass Planting:

Plant Selection:

Choose plants that are well-suited to the local
climate, soil conditions, and available sunlight.

Spacing:

Ensure adequate spacing between plants to
allow for their mature size and prevent
overcrowding.

Height and Colour:

Consider the height and colour of the plants to
create a balanced and aesthetically pleasing
design.

Variety:

While mass planting focuses on repetition,
consider introducing variety through texture,
form, or complementary colours in adjacent
areas.

page8
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Maintenance:

Even low-maintenance plants may require
some care, such as watering, fertilizing, and
pruning.

How to get better results when

planting large areas of plants
By Todd Layt, OzBreed

Correct preparation can be the difference
between success and failure, or the following
problems: dead plants; having to water two
or three times as much; weed invasion
problems; or soil toxicity.

PH levels are important. If the levels are
wrong, the result can be toxic to plants, or
more likely the plants cannot process
nutrients in the soil correctly, even with high
rates of fertiliser. Another important factor is
water penetration, with most running off and
being wasted.

Mulch is another important factor. Fine grade
composted mulch makes a great soil
conditioner, reducing water requirements,
and promoting healthier plants. Fine grade
mulch however should never be used as a
ground cover mulch as it can lead to
excellent weed germination, hydrophobia of
the surface layer, and promote diseases in
the top layer, particularly Phytophthora.

Chunky coarse grade mulch with zero fines is
a much better choice as a ground cover
mulch, as it allows more airflow, makes it
very hard for weeds to germinate, lasts far
longer, rarely becomes hydrophobic, and is a
healthier option for the plants.

One method to reduce watering required on
establishment is to use an expanded water
crystal mix added into the holes prepared for
the plants. These water crystals are often
mixed with slow-release fertiliser, just prior to
planting, as a mixture called Planter Aid. Do
not use anything other than slow-release
fertiliser, and only mix it in just prior to
application, or it will dissolve into the water
crystals, and make them lose cohesiveness
prior to application.

When planting it is very important not to bury
the crown of the plant with mulch or soil. In
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general plants cannot handle their crown
being buried. There are very few exceptions
including Dianella caerulea varieties Little
Jess, Breeze, and King Alfred, also both
Pennisetum alopecuroides varieties

Nafray and Purple lea, and Imperata
cylindrica, can all handle a partially buried
crown.

Choosing low maintenance, easy to establish
plants that are very drought tolerant is of
utmost importance. There is a trend towards
more compact drought tolerant shrubs,
ground covers and strappy leaf plants.

For example, Lomandra longifolia varieties
Tanika and Katrinus, and Dianella caerulea
varieties Little Jess and Breeze are being
planted by the millions along Australian road
verges, because they meet all these
parameters, and are performing well, even
after seven or more years.

Obviously plant and turf choice can make a
big difference to whether a project is a
success or failure. It is very important to put
the right plant in the right place.

Ozbreed, has a data sheet for every plant for
every region, visit Ozbreed Australia

The Advantages of Mass Planting:
Visual Impact : Commanding attention and
defining spaces with a bold and captivating
visual display.

Unity and Cohesion : Fostering a
harmonious flow and consistency in design
through repeated patterns.

Simplicity and Elegance : Imparting a sense
of order and sophistication, especially when
utilizing single-species groupings.

Ease of Maintenance : Streamlining upkeep
efforts by managing large swathes of the
same species efficiently.

Habitat Creation : Supporting local wildlife
and biodiversity conservation efforts by using
native species in mass plantings.

Creating Focal Points : Directing attention to
specific areas or features within the
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landscape with strategically placed mass
plantings.

Defining Spaces : Delineating boundaries or
softening transitions between different zones
through mass planting schemes.

Enhancing Prominence : Elevating the
visibility of architectural elements or
pathways by surrounding them with mass-
planted vegetation.

2o

Best Plant Varieties for Mass Planting
These are a few of the best genera of plants
for mass planting.

Bulbine bulbosaBulbine Lily, Native Leék

Lomandras Tanika® Lomandra

longifoliadé L M3 0 O @ orfe Bffthe most
popular Australian native plants ever bred, and
for good reason.

Dianellas Little JessE Dianella

caerulea 6 D C MPPBBR @& a compact variety
with short canes that are hidden beneath the
foliage after theyore

Kangaroo Paws Everlasting Mega

GoldE Anigozanthos hybrid6 KP0 36 i s
that flowers for most of the year, features
spectacular yellow velvet flowers, can tolerate
extreme humidity of northern QLD.

Pig Face Aussie RamblerE Carpobrotus
glaucescens6 CAR106 PBR i s a
good-looking and resilient variety

Correas Fire BellsE Correa pulchellad COR1 1
PBR. Featuring fiery orange-red flowers in
winter when few other plants are in flower,

Scaevola Pink FusionE Scaevola

spp. 6 P F S PBRI6tended is one of the most
resilient plants ever bred, thrives on roadsides
with poor soils with its signature pink blooms.

Myoporum YareenaE Myoporum 3
parvifoium6 PARVO016 PBR i s Vveg
frost tolerant, and thrives in a range of soils.

Westringias Low HorizonE Westringia

fruticosa0 WESO066 PBR is a-be ;
tolerant cultivar- that 00E e AT HENEaEY
compact. Tolerates frost, and NSW humidity. Myoporumboninense ssp austral@oobialla
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Mass plantings make a garden

pleasing to the eye
Chris Lewis, Kojonup WA

Mass planting can be inspired by nature,
particularly where | live, in a dry
Mediterranean climate. There is a
predominance of one species and or colour
in our native bush at times. Even in the very
spectacular fields of everlastings in the
Murchison areas, there is a scattering of
trees and the odd shrub, one colour fades as
another takes over.

A mass planting of one species is visually
more pleasing than the fruit salad of plants
some of us are tempted to plant. A mass
planting can bring harmony and structure to a
garden thus tying a garden together. A hedge
or border of one species give structure and
rhythm to a garden, acting like a picture
frame to a garden. Plants of similar colour or
leaf form can give a harmonious picture yet
satisfy the urge to plant a number of species
in a small garden.

In y garden aveed hedgf small
pink melaleucas that blend next to a deeper
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pink variety. In another area Yellow
Conostylis sp are planted with low growing
Acacia sp this is next to a large patch of
Dampiera linearis which flower earlier than
the yellow flowers. A border of pink
Thryptomene baeckeacea frames Boronia
crenulata and pink and red kangaroo paw.

Mass Iantigs certalnl make garden
more pleasing to the eye!

Mass Planting Paper Daisies in
Mackay Botanic Gardens

Maya Harrison, Mackay QIld

Massed planting of annuals and perennials is
not as easy in the tropics and subtropics of
Queensland as it is the more temperate
areas of Australia. However, | have termed
Maya as t he dudtathesy
tremendous success of planting out an
extensive area along the embankment of
Eulamere Lagoon in the Mackay Regional
Botanic Gardens. Maya has been involved
there for more than twenty years in several
capacities, along with the members of the
local SGAP branch. Together they have been
responsible for the research and production
of the daisy plants from seed and Maya as

pagell
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the President of the Garden Friends,
spearheads the process each year. As
landscape architect for the gardens and
always keeping tabs on progress since
opening day, | am constantly in awe of how
successful the local community involvement
is under Mayas wonderful leadership.

Maya (on righ?) inspecting about one quarter
of the Paper Dais)Xerochrysum bracteatum
mass plantd embankment July 2024

Obviously, we can learnfromMay a 6 s
experience in annually planting meadows of
Xerochrysum bracteatum and so | asked her
to share her knowledge with us in this
newsletter.

These are her answers to my questions.

Your success each year in covering the banks
of Eulamere Lagoon at MRBG are always
outstanding ! What are your secrets?

Our crop this year has not performed as well
as previous years and we are at odds as to
know why? Maybe too much rain? The
lagoons site had water in pre-dug holes at
the edge of the lagoon and so they weren't
planted out till weeks later.

There were quite a few plants that did not
grow at all since planting and most of them
were ones that flowered far too early i many
in the pot before planting out.

| spent quite a lot of time in Brisbane and
while away, | suspect some volunteers split
up multiples into pots and the potting-on may
have affected the roots?

We were using the last of Meryl's seed (10
years old and kept in fridge), but the last few
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years have been in and out of the fridge, as |
travelled the seed to the Gardens? Some
seed was not Meryl's seed but collected by a
Garden Friend and source is unknown.

So to answer your other questions...

Do you collect seed heads each year? What is
the process?

Meryl collected seed and | have collected
seed to be true to the local species. | pick the
seeds out of the flower head once the flower
heads have turned into puff balls of "ready to
parachute seeds". The seeds are

miniature parachutes and the seed is at the
bottom of the 'umbrella handle'. If the seed is
white, it is no good, as it probably wasn't
pollinated. The seed needs to be a good fat
brown colour. The seeds need to be removed
from the parachute top; | do this by rubbing
the seed in a plastic bag and collecting the
seed in the bottom corner of the bag. Meryl
had a different method.

Do you purchase new seed each year? If so
where from?

We have never purchased new seed.

When do you sow the seed?
We sow the seed during February for
planting out in May

Is it germinated in trays then potted, or seeded

in individual pots?

Seeds are sprinkled directly into pots: 6 - 10
seeds, sometimes all come up and
sometimes none. We have had some years
where a large pinch of seeds was put in each
pot and the result was a huge amount
germinated in each. So now it has been my
job for the last few years to ensure sowing
each seed pot with a consistent number of
seeds. Usually 1,600 pots!!!

Meryl had a system of filling the pots with
potting mix - her mix at her own nursery is
much different, it was finer and with some
sand. Whereas the MRBG mix - very coarse
texture and filled with big chunks, but all pots
were patted down with a dustpan brush to
even out the top of the potting mix. The
seeds were sprinkled on this even flat
surface and then lightly covered with coir to
prevent the seeds from being splashed out.
The seeds are not planted into a hole as
such.
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Various shade houses were used in MRBG
Nursery since we ceased growing them at
Meryl's place with mixed results, but in the
last two years we placed all the trays of seed
out in the open and covered the entire lot
with a double layer of shade cloth - rain and
hot sun protection. Some wire trays were
placed over the pots which lifted the shade
cloth up to allow room for growth of seedlings

In what size pot do you grow on the seedlings?
Tube stock pots are used for direct seeding -
not potted on unless multiple plants in a

pot. Seeding trays have been used and
potted on, but it was not a successful
practice. Coir pots were used once but were
not used ever again as the roots had

trouble getting through the pot and then
people handled the roots that did venture out
when planting out the pot.

When do you plant the seedlings? What spacing

of specimens is found to be best?

We plant on Daisy Day - mid May, holes are
pre-dug with an auger by MRBG staff and
community volunteers plant them out - some
with limited experience | suspect. The holes
are in rows about 15 - 20 cm apart, for ease
of planting. In the early days with Ross and
Dale, the holes were dug by Garden Friends
and in a rather random pattern for a more
natural look.

What fertilizer do you use?

When plants are planted, they receive pellets
of fertilizer in the bottom of the hole - a
mixture of chook manure and other suitable
components. Potting mix that the seeds are
sown in has some slow-release fertilizer in
the mix (made up by the nursery). Seasol is
watered in, on planting, not sure if any other
fertilizer is used by MRBG later on.

We certainly didn't fertilize ours at home.
Best year for us was last year when the
whole front of the house (west side lawn)
was self-seeded and a beautiful meadow
resulted. Hardly any this year, but then we
had had a concrete drive put in and what had
come up was trampled. Wallabies have
decided ours are good fodder, they provide
some moisture, it is so dry here. The best
performing daisies are the ones | planted at
kindy and they got a good watering - no
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fertilizer. I'm collecting seed from those
plants.

Weed control?

The area is mulched prior to planting. Two
garden friends weeded the lagoon site by
hand two weekends ago (late August) and
some weeds were whoppers. It is on a
western slope and the top-heavy flowering
plants blow over easily. The fallen plants will
continue to grow and send flower stems
upright, while lying down.

When do you expect to have flowering

commence, and for how long does it last at peak
display?

Flowering sometimes occurs within days of
planting because some plants just flower
quickly on a single stem, but mostly they are
flowering by July and they are still flowering
(mid September). The best plants are many
branched mini shrubs and worst plants
stayed as single stemmed plants, with limited
growth. Some have already self seeded, but
the MRBG tend to treat them all as annuals.

Any other pertinent information would be

greatly appreciated.

Cutting flowers to put in a vase sometimes
encourages more flowers, but cutting the
plant back is really of no benefit and often
seems to bring on the demise of the plant.

| like to have cut flowers inside and because
we have lots of native bee pollinators, they
turn into puff balls inside the house and |
collect seeds then, before they spread all
over the house.

Obviously, there will be some difference in
times due to the climatic variation between
Mackay and Brisbane. Just my experiences
rather than expertise!
Always exploring ... Maya

_
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Xerochrysum bracteatuand allied Paper Dajs
genera are certainlyvery usefulandhave
potential forwidespread use in massed planting.

Members Stories

St P e Colage Rroject

David Schoeman, Brisbane

David is a senior student at the College and has
joined the GDSG to learn about garden design.

On June 7 2025, the St Peter's College Rainforest
Reserve staged their annual community project,
focused on redoing the entrance in the hopes of
bringing more people into the reserve. We planted
showy shrubs to build a dense attractive understory
and added climbers to add life to the bare fence
and boulder wall. It was a cross generational effort

, He Bl ! AR S including help from the school community, and
Chrysocephalum apiculatumass plantedt volunteers from the Queensland Naturalists Club;

Gold Coast BotaniBardenc May 2007 using plants donated to the school by members of
the local community.

I

Xerochrysum bracteatummass planted aKew
Botanic Gardemm London- August 2006

RN N pr

We dug many holes in the tough soil following the
design drawn by Barry Jahnke. Following his
process gave me, an aspiring landscape architect,
an opportunity to gain a better understanding of the
profession. We faced many challenges with the
area. First, it was hard to dig holes for the new
plants because of the dry, dense clay soil. Second
the area for the entrance is steep, which causes the
organic matter mulch and water that the plants rely

: b ! on, to run off. The bush turkeys were also keen to
e AR e ¢ /T dig up the seedlings planted. We were able to find
Xerochrysum bracteatumass planted ait ways to work around the harsh environment thanks
Annan Botanic Garden, Sydneseptember to the shared knowledge and years of experience

offered by the local community members who
planted the rainforest originally.
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The images show how some ground covers and
creepers were planted in rich soil in cardboard
boxes and covered with old trays recycled from the
boar d e lunghshall. This provided a healthy
environment safe from bush turkeys. Creepers
planted inside the boulder wall were first wrapped
in cheese cloth with some organic matter. After
running the tap and seeing where the water fell into
the cracks, we nestled them where they would
collect the most rainwater. Student volunteers
ensured the area was watered daily, until Barry
could sort an irrigation system.

The improvement is already visible. Before it was
bare dirt framed by wire fencing, now the entrance
mirrors the lush established rainforest that lies
beyond. The impromptu irrigation and tree guards
that were added have allowed the plants to thrive in
the shady sloped environment. The guards
intended to prevent bush turkeys, supported the
plants growth by acting as a greenhouse for the
plants inside. They allowed for water and organic
matter which would normally have run off the steep
slope, to collect around the base of the plants.

This project could not have been so successful
without the help and knowledge of the local
community, relying on multiple people to offer their
resources and knowledge to help us make a more
welcoming environment in our rainforest reserve.
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Round the Bend

Destruction by Fire of Tambreet Gardens.
Esther Lahey, Victoria

BOOK REVIEW by Jeff Howes

| was in Canberra in May 2022 and visited
the Arboretum to check on the progress of
the ANPSA Terra Australis Garden i a great
design and growing well. The depression or
soak was designed to fill in heavy rain and |
was delighted to see it full.

| also looked in at the centres book shop and
bought a very good book about a Victorian
garden before and after the February, 2009,
Black Saturday Bushfire. This fire resulted in
the death of 150 people and the destruction
of 1500 homes, a true disaster. | thought |
would share my comments on this great book
titled ORound the
destruction by fire and recovery of Tambreet
Gardensd6 Author Esther
2013. EG Publishing. PO Box 9093

Traralgon Victoria 3844.

Tambreet Gardens was a deserted 6 acre, ex
dairy block of land, with a creek, in country
Victoria not far from the small town of
Koornall, which is about 150kms from,
Melbourne in the Latrobe Valley. The author
Esther and her husband Sean Leahy bought
this land to build a house and fill the garden
with exotic species, trees of antiquity, trees of
Australia and around the world, many grown
from seed collected in their travels. Their
garden was only four years old when on 7
February 2009 the terrible Black Saturday
fire arrived at their property. They stayed to
fight the fire, being well prepare with many
water tanks, pumps and full protective gear
etc. They did save their house, just and the
first pages of the book describe the heart
rendering story of their struggle do so.

The rest of this 265 page book gives a page
or two of accurate botanical information and
details of each of the garden plants or tree,
pre fire and post fire growth or lack of it. As
well, each of these pages includes colour
photos to complement the text. Details are
also provided on the return of animals and
birds.

pagel5

Bend.

Le



GDSG Newsletter 81 November2025

After the fire they were surprised how many,
burnt to a stalk plants relied on their
suckering ability to shoot from below the
ground including many rainforest plants like
Dav i ds o nOagdsqnih pruriens, black
bean Castanospermum australe and the
brown plum pine Podocarpus elatus to name
a few of our native plants. Many introduced
trees did the same.

A few of the many lessons they learnt in post
fire rejuvenation were:

1 How to rejuvenate the baked soll

1 Avoid pruning for a year except for safety
reasons and removal of torn and
dangerous limbs.

1 Wait four years before deciding a plant
will not regrow.

E ]

After a year returning exotic, non-native
trees outnumbered native trees many
times over.

In summary a great read and a book you will
gain an appreciation
strength. Well worth scouring a copy of this
book.
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Leave broken and blackened trees in situ.

World Expo 88 - revisited

This is a short extract from one of the many
fact sheets | have prepared to accompany
the transfer of my professional landscape
architectural records to the Queensland State
Library. This text outlines something of the
landscape planning and design process for
the exposition. Although the scale of the
landscape was massive, it may be of interest
to members who visited Expo, to relive
something of this significant international
event, or for others, perhaps to find out about
it for the first time. Lawrie

ARnToget hodrl

World Expo 88, the premier event to
celebrate the Bicentenary of Australia in

0 N 19883jad'sta§eB 6n a DHhd sttd oM e

south bank of the Brisbane River in the heart
of the city. This international exposition was
attended by more than seventeen million
people. During the event period from April to
October, World Expo 88 offered an
unrivalled, never to be forgotten experience,
due primarily to the diversity of the site
landscape which created appropriate settings
for the pavilions of 36 nations as well as
those of the corporate sector. The world
class entertainment program staged day and
night throughout the site, together with the
brilliant climate and the friendly Queensland
atmosphere ensured that World Expo 88
became an iconic destination and lasting
memory.

Lawrie was appointed Expo Landscape
Director responsible for the overall landscape
planning and design for this major
international event. The landscape
philosophy he developed for Expo 88 was
planned to produce a site of diversity,
exuberance and magic, integrated by a
strong overall landscape strategy to form
varied and interesting garden spaces
reflecting the character of the pavilions of the
international participants. These precincts
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