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Small  Lot  Native Gardens  
 

For many Australians, living in a 
compact house on a small lot, 
an apartment in a high rise 
tower, or a gated community, will 
be a fact of life as our population 
expands and space becomes 
ever more limited. There is no 
doubt we have been spoiled 
over the past century to accept 
that it is our inalienable right to 
own a sizeable piece of 
Australia, to build our home, and 
raise a family, and establish a 
garden. Unfortunately, those 
sylvan times have long gone! 

Membership of GDSG is free   . . . . .                     
Newsletters are distributed to all members only by email.   
Please advise if you wish to change your contact details or 
to discontinue membership.     
Please ensure to send your Newsletter submissions at 
least two weeks before the publication month. 

Newsletter timing & themes  
Issue     date Theme 

133 May Design - Garden Focal Points 
134 August Sensory Gardening 
135 November  Contemporary Garden Design 
136 February Recycling Materials and Design 

 

mailto:gdsg@anpsa.org.au
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EDITORIAL 
Lawrie Smith 

Welcome to GDSG Newsletter #132, 
hopefully you will find this another interesting 
issue.  During this past summer quarter, it 
seems that here in Queensland so much of 
our available time has been devoted to the 
preliminary planning for NPQ to host the 
National Conference in 2028. For my sins I 
agreed to lead the planning committee to 
select the venue for the Conference and to 
develop the initial programme, the theme, the 
major lecture subjects and of course the 
regional excursions, and the day tours.  

You have to start to do this, three years 
ahead of the conference date, in order to 
ensure that optimum venues are available 
and booked, and to have sufficient appealing 
information developed to allow the promotion 
process to begin.  The first major promotion 
will be presented at ANPSA 2026 this August 
in Alice Springs, Central Australia! 

ANPSA 2026 Alice Springs  

The ANPSA 2026 National Conference is 
now about six months away. Many members 
may be like me, and have already made 
bookings to travel to Alice Springs next 
August for the Conference, and to explore 
the magical heart of Australia.  

As usual we will have a GDSG meeting 
there, and once again review what we find is 
of most value to our members through our 
activities, and to consider new ways to enrich 
our understanding of garden design with 
native plants.   

As you know from the previous Newsletter, I 
have reached a decision point due to age 
and health issues, which suggest it is 
important to carefully consider my continuing 
capability - who can foretell such things? 
However, I believe it is important to make 
GDSG members aware that the position of a 
new Study Group Leader is on the horizon in 
the not too distant future. This will be one 
major discussion subject for the meeting! 

Great News ! Melbourne  will soon 
have a  local Garden Visit  Group of 
GDSG members like  Diana Snape 
formed initially thirty years ago !  

Bev Hanson, a long time Study Group 
member and part of Dianaôs original Study 
Group, has decided that it is time to reform 
the local Garden Visit Group in greater 
Melbourne.  Bev will soon be in the process 
of contacting all local members with the 
intent to have the first meeting of the group 
early in 2026.  It will be modelled on what we 
have been doing so successfully in southeast 
Queensland now since January 2017.  

As you most likely recall in past Newsletters, 
I have regularly encouraged members in all 
states to consider forming a local GVG group 
to meet together and visit members gardens 
to review and analyse their design attributes.  
In southeast Queensland we meet together 
four times a year, once in each season, each 
time visiting selected gardens in rotation in 
either north, south, east or west around the 
Brisbane region.  Our members are spread 
widely across the region, and find this 
cyclical distribution very convenient and look 
forward to each visit. It is amazing to find out 
the depth of knowledge in design that our 
members bring to these discussions. We all 
return home suitably encouraged to put some 
of the ideas just seen, into practice in our 
own gardens. 

You would have already seen something of 
what to expect if you join the GVG group, as 
from time to time, I have added observations 
and excerpts from the resulting reports of our 
Brisbane region inspections in the GDSG 
Newsletter.   

Over the past few years other members in 
Perth, Tasmania, and Sydney have made 
tentative approaches about organising 
Garden Visit Groups in their regions, but so 
far nothing positive has resulted.  Hopefully 
Bevôs decision will spur others to follow her 
example.  If you are interested donôt hesitate 
to contact me to provide the basis of what 
has worked for us in the Sunshine State, in 
terms of planning and organising a óGVGô 
Garden Visit Group.  
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Next Newsletter THEME 

òDesign - Garden Focal Pointsó  

Newsletter #133                   May 2026 
 

Have you noticed how the presence of a 
readily observed and possibly unexpected 
item, that is visually different to the rest of the 
garden, can make a huge difference to the 
aesthetic qualities perceived, and can either 
provide a positive or negative visual impact.   

The focus object does not need to be 
physically in the garden; it may be a dramatic 
mountain on the horizon viewed along a 
pathway, or simply a diagonal shaft of late 
afternoon sunlight illuminating and 
highlighting an average garden plant.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following random thoughts and images 
related to the theme óGarden Focal Pointsô 
will hopefully spur your ódesign visionô ideas 
and encourage you to look for and share 
more innovative ideas and images with fellow 
members for inclusion in the next Newsletter. 

A focal point at the end of the sightline from 
the main front door or special windows, 
effectively bring the outside inside the home; 

A special focal point that strongly defines the 
garden theme informs the observer of your 
design intent; 

Ornaments and garden art are simple ways 
to create focal points but need extreme care 
to be visually successful; 

 

Dramatic sculptural forms generated in logs, 
rocks or plants contribute focus and aesthetic 
value to related garden areas; 
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Seasonal focal points that underline and 
enhance the regular annual changes in 
garden character add diversity; 

Be sure to use colours, textures, materials 
and styles sympathetic to the garden 
character and the plant palette;  

 

Colour as a focus: Create an attractive and 
logical juxtaposition of complimentary plant 
colours to add impact in the garden; 

Similar plant tones, colours and textures can 
create harmony in the garden areas; 

Differing plant tones, colours and textures 
can provide contrast and excitement; 

Plants used as natural focal points should 
be distinctive, chosen for their unique shape, 
colour, or texture, to draw the eye and add 
structure, interest, and dimension; 

A focal point is not just about sight, consider 
our other senses, perfumed flowers or 
aromatic foliage can bring focus to a large 
garden area; 

Use focal points to draw the eye to special 
areas of the garden you want to accentuate;  

Serial vision is easily generated by multiple 
focal points along a winding garden pathway; 

Focal points can be something simple as a 
pot, bench, topiary, statues, gazebos, upright 
timbers or more adventurous sculptures. 

For design in formal or structured gardens 
use of regular geometry in straight lines or 
curves, carefully considered and related, is 
always appropriate; 

The key takeaway to get from this theme is 
the importance of garden design. When 
statues, shelters, or any garden focal point or 
feature, is designed in at the outset it makes 
a huge functional and aesthetic difference! 
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This Newsletter THEME 

òSmall Lot Native Gardensó   

 

Editors Comments    
When I initially chose this theme, I have to 
admit that there was an ulterior personal 
motive. At the time Carmel and I had decided 
that our advancing age was telling us it was 
time to consider a life change, and move 
from our large family home and garden to a 
retirement village. You know that already, 
because in the previous Newsletter, I shared 
the sketch design for our new small garden. 
But things change and in a future Newsletter 
I will bring you up to date about progress. 

Unfortunately, this theme ñSmall Lot Native 
Gardensô did not attract many contributions, 
which was a surprise! By way of covering the 
subject, I thought members would like an 
update on progress of the Queensland 
GDSG project to research the best ñSmall 
Native Plants for Small Gardensò for use in 
local gardens.  This too was proposed for the 
same personal ulterior motives! 

Small Native Plants for Small 
Gardens  ï a species list  Mission!  

Lawrie Smith, North Lakes Qld 

In March 2025 I proposed to our local GDSG 
members that we undertake an important and 
interesting project or mission for the year:  
 
ñA mission to prepare a list of tenacious 
native species that are known to be hardy 
and long lived in most situations, 
particularly in small gardens of every type.   
It will be a comprehensive list of ónever say 
dieô small Aussie natives suitable for small 
residential gardens, particularly todayôs 
small terrace houses, apartments , and their 
courtyards, where many people now live. ñ  
 
We planned to devote our bimonthly 
excursions to finding and listing all the native 
plants we observe that are well established in 
small gardens at every location we visit. Not 
only that, we would analyse the most 
interesting designs we found, for the small 
spaces and courtyards created by local people 
for where they live.    

This is our intent and strategy:  

¶ We believe that most of the general public 
are not sufficiently knowledgeable about 
native plants to be able to easily select the 
most suitable Aussie plants for purpose in 
their own native garden; 

¶ As we all know, native plants most suitable 
for this purpose are not commercially 
available from nurseries and garden 
centres ï enter the NPQ Plants Markets! 

¶ We believe that gazing over the thousands 
of potted specimens at the regular NPQ 
Plants Markets, just adds to the public 
confusion of choice; 

¶ Further, we know that most young 
homeowners, and even the retired aged, 
are now residing in small homes with only 
small, if any, gardens; 

¶ We believe that GDSG is in an ideal 
position to educate the interested public, 
and to inform them of the most suitable 
small native plants to select and use; 

¶ We believe that all the NPQ Plants Markets 
throughout southeast Queensland, are the 
ideal venue to inform the public 
appropriately, so that they can make 
informed choices for their garden plants;  

¶ We would like to do a trial at the upcoming 
Samford Plants Market ï March 28, 2026 to 
ópolishô the species list we have prepared, 
and test the effectiveness of our mission 

The Small Native Plant s Schedule  
Progressively this year, we developed an 
extensive schedule of more than 300 species, 
which was constantly checked and refined to 
meet the quality criteria of the Mission. 
 
Lawrie circulated to all members, two copies of 
the óLongô list of species ï one was sorted 
alphabetically, and the other by plant form.  
Members ticked the species that they believe 
to be most suited for inclusion in the óShortô list 
to be finalised.  

He then asked if the Study Group members 
thought it was worthwhile continuing and 
completing the final plant list ï there was a 
strong and positive YES!   
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Distributing  the Small Plants Schedule  
The Short List of almost 200 species was 
formatted to make selection by proposed use 
as easy as possible. The final list is included 
on pages 8 and 9 of the Newsletter. 
 
We thought the list could be used like this: 

¶ The final Short List is a simple unfolded A4, 
one-page double sided, handout, to be 
readily available at each Plants Market. 
Species to be sorted and listed 
alphabetically in a series of plant forms.  
We see it being used basically as a 
óshopping list!ô 

¶ NPQ Region Council to be requested to 
consider assistance for printing sufficient 
brochures; and adding the Small Plants list 
to the NPQ website. It was acknowledged 
that many purchasers use their phones to 
access such lists at the Markets, so a 
digital QR Code link is to be included. 
 

¶ We suggested to the Plants Market 
organiser, that GDSG would like approval 
to organise a small display near the 
entrance to the Market Hall with a selection 
of laminated A5 photos of Small Plants 
from the GDSG list.  Our members will staff 
the display and offer the printed list to those 
waiting in the queue. 
 

¶ It was suggested that the Growers be 
requested to provide several of their 
specimens from the Small Plants list for the 
display, each with a suitable Display Tag.  
 

¶ Further, it was hoped that in their own stall 
Growers might tag a selection of óSmall 
Plants ï from the listô to assist the less 
informed public find small plants they want. 
 

Our members believe that this list will have a 
number of uses apart from small gardens, 
because it lists so many species that are tried 
and tested by members in their own gardens 
and are known to be hardy. It is this class of 
small plant that is almost impossible to find at 
commercial nurseries and garden centres, who 
generally stock larger growing native species. 
 
We know that our southern and western 
ANPSA members may scratch their heads in 

wonder at the list, given the much more 
extensive array of colourful small plants which 
are available interstate. Our hot humid weather 
encourages fast rampant plant growth in any 
plant, as opposed to the gentle smaller 
growing habit of the more diverse temperate 
shrubs and tufts, which we envy! 

 

 

 

These are some illustrative photos of sections 
of my small Brisbane garden 
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Photo  to illustrate a Small Native Garden  
I contacted Debbie McMillan in Melbourne for 
permission to use a photo of her wonderful 
small garden to show in the brochure what is 
possible - regular updates of her garden can 
be found in Facebook.   Lawrie 
 
Good afternoon, Deb,   
Itôs been a while since we last had a 
conversation online!  Be assured I regularly 
watch your garden development with envy!  It 
is always bringing forward so many wonderful 
species and ways to use them in garden 
design. For me, your garden is the epitome of 
ñDesign with Natureô and an inspiration in so 
many ways. 
  
I am writing to ask you permission to use a 
photo of your garden on a one-page handout 
that has been prepared by our Queensland 
group of GDSG. I think it may be one of your 
own photos, not sure? 

 
Over the past twelve months I challenged our 
members to come on a series of site visits 
around Brisbane, from the city centre to the 
outer metropolitan areas ï an area where 
about 3 million people live. Like most cities, 
Brisbane is bursting at the seams, and high-
density subdivision is the order of the 
day.  Consequently, many people of all age 
groups are now living in small homes with 

small gardens (if any).  Our objective was to 
observe what natives were growing well, and 
develop a simple brochure that would spread 
the word about using native plants that are 
suitable for small gardens.  
  
So often in nurseries and garden centres there 
are very few small native species offered for 
sale ï however, most are available at our NPQ 
regular Plants Markets which are very well 
attended, and people queue for sometimes an 
hour or so, to get into the Market.   BUT, what 
was missing is a simple brochure listing about 
200 of the most suitable small native species, 
that are known survivors, and available in the 
Market. Our members will mount a small 
photograph display at the edge of the queue 
outside the entry door, and walk up and down 
the queue handing out our óSmall Plants 
Brochureô.  I have attached a copy for you to 
see. 
  
Would you he happy for us to use the photo of 
your garden, which illustrates a small native 
garden perfectly? I will not identify it, because 
it could just as easily be a garden here. 
Although I must say that our small plants are 
not nearly as decorative as their more 
temperate southern cousins.   That is why I am 
envious about your garden and the species 
you can use so successfully that I cannot!  So 
many of our species want to grow large 
naturally, due to the heat and humidity!! 
  
All the best for the new year and keep on 
sharing your garden with us all! 
Cheers, Lawrie 

 
STOP PRESS 
NPQ Region Council has just agreed to fund 
the copying of the handout, and it will also be 
added to the website. In addition, a QCode will 
also be used so that nursery patrons can 
simply download the plant list to their phone. It 
will be added to the library of existing 
brochures on a range of subjects about 
growing native plants which are always given 
to new members, and handed out at every 
opportunity.  So it seems our Garden Design 
Study Group has succeeded in preparing 
another important reference to encourage the 
public to plant Aussie plants!  

Section of Deb McMillans wonderful small 
native garden in suburban Melbourne 
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Small Native Plant s for Small Gardens 
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Small Native Plant s for Small Gardens 
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Members Stories 
 

My Front Garden  
 Sean Buttsworth, Canberra 

I bought our house here in the western 
suburbs of Canberra at the end of 2004. The 
relatively large front yard with two beautiful 
Eucalyptus mannifera trees on the nature strip 
excited me about the gardening possibilities. I 
was a keen gardener back then, but the 
interest in designing with native plants has only 
developed in the last few years. 
 

The key influences informing my garden and 
it's design are (i) cold climate, (ii) small spaces, 
(iii) limited resources. Canberra is a fairly brutal 
place to garden with its frosty weather, shallow 
soils and low rainfall. Our block is just a 
suburban one of about 630 square metres and 
we've made it smaller by adding a decent-
sized extension. So, every space is precious 
and needs to be used well. And my wife and I 
have been blessed with six children which 
means I don't have as much time in the garden 
as I'd like, nor as much disposable income to 
spend making it beautiful.  
 

The back yard is not very interesting currently, 
being a space mostly devoted to trampolines, 
sandpits, a cubby house and swing sets. 
Hence, I shall tell you about my front garden. 
The front of the house faces roughly south-
west which means that there is a large area in 
front of the eucalypts that gets a decent 
amount of sunlight. Over time I think every 
original plant has been removed - a stand of 

three large photinias, an ugly cotoneaster 
shading the main bedroom, and, most 
significantly, a good-sized pin-oak.  
 

The ground slopes gently downward towards 
the front of the house and the soil is, of course, 
shallow and clayey and dreadful.  One of the 
first things I did was to bring in a large amount 
of good soil to make raised garden beds under 
the two eucalypts. (I know now that this can 
cause trees to suffer, but they seem to be 
doing fine many years later).  
 

Over time I've acquired railway sleepers and 
rocks to shape the various gardens beds. I'm 
afraid I have reorganised paths and garden 
beds numerous times - I have a design I'm 
nearly happy with now.  Sadly, I am not 
naturally gifted with a good sense of design. I 
have a few principles that I've learned from my 
readings and observations over the years. I try 
to follow the rule of three or five plant groups.  
 

I like to have various shades of green and for 
that purpose I find Correa glabra and the 
Westringia sp particularly useful - they form the 
backdrop for the garden. The Grevillea sp and 
the Crowea sp are my stars and probably my 
favourite plants. To the front are low growing 
perennials, and for contrast I need some 
silver/grey plants and grasses like Poa 
labillardieri and Lomandra sp. Tried to make 
beautiful pictures from the windows that look 
onto the garden. And of course one must have 
a seat to sit on.  
 

What plants are giving me joy at the moment? 
My Leptospermum 'Seclusion's are in glorious 
flower with fat white buds opening to pink. The 
Crowea sp have also just begun and are likely 
to continue for a long time, as Crowea sp tend 
to do. I have recently discovered 

Grass pathway to the front door 
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Chrysocephalum apiculatum which is looking 
lovely next to my Brachyscome multifida. I love 
my Grevillea 'Lady O' near the mailbox and I'm 
very pleased with the simplicity of Poa 
labillardieri in front of Grevillea 'Slim.' And my 
Scaevola (no idea which one), grown from a 
neighbours cutting, is blooming for the first 
time and looking lovely.   
 

There are a couple of failures to note. In terms 
of design, the grass path to the front door has 
not worked amazing well and one day it will be 
replaced by gravel or pavers. And, inspired by 
a visit to the Walcott's garden, two of the three 
Grevillea 'Crimson Villea' that I planted last 
Autumn seem to have succumbed to the frosts 
- it was a particularly vicious Winter this year. 
And in the interests of full transparency, I 
confess that there are some non-natives in my 
garden too. Some of these I am slowly 
replacing over time with native alternatives - 
Callistemon for Photinia for example. But I 
don't know if I'll ever bring myself to get rid of 
my beautiful Nachez Crepe Myrtle.  
 

My garden is small and still very much a work-
in-progress, but it does give me an enormous 
amount of pleasure. Becoming a member of 
this garden design group recently has also 
been exciting. I shall continue working away at 
my garden and look forward to learning and 
sharing with the rest of you.  
 

The Past informs the Present and 
the Future  

Janette Wilson, Tyabb Victoria 

Those that fail to learn from history are 
doomed to repeat it. ï Winston Churchill 

I am pretty sure Winston Churchill was not 
referring to Australian botanical exploration 
and preservation when he delivered this gem, 
but it does fit nicely doesnôt it, even if it is a 
little cliché? 

Our knowledge of Australian native plants has 
grown over a relatively short space of time. 
250 years on since European settlement, we 
have only just begun to understand the 
medicinal and nutritional potential of our flora.  

Australia is not unique in this deficiency; the 
worldôs botanists and scientists are still 
discovering new species of plants and animals 
in every environment in the world and how they 
might benefit humans through science. 240 
years ago, in Australia we could have had a 
head start on this knowledge with Aboriginal 
culture and experience, stubbornly we stuck to 
European agriculture to the detriment of many 
early colonists. Books like óDark Emuô by Brian 
Pascoe and sharing of cultural knowledge help 
to spread this information.  

There are now many examples of small-scale 
agriculture start-ups dedicated to native plants 
and despite the scale of the businesses they 
can still be lucrative. Normalising Australian 
óBush Foodô into our culture would certainly 
make food garden design much more 
interesting. Many of us incorporate native food 
plants into our gardens already; the Lemon 
Myrtle, Backhousia citriodora, is one common 
example which is often considered a 
decorative rather than a culinary plant. Native 
Lime trees are now becoming popular with 
boutique chefs and more readily available to 
the home gardener at retail nurseries too. 
Rainforest plants like the aromatic Backhousia 
family could easily form the canopy of a native 
food forest in most climates and create a 
microclimate for the understory food plants like 
the Citrus australasica (Finger Lime) and 
Rubus parvifolius (Native Raspberry). I grow all 
of these plants in my garden, some as 
specimens and some alongside more familiar 

Note the sticks to the right of the seat protecting my 
plants from basketball damage 
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vegetables in my food garden. As our climate 
changes, food security could be challenged 
and finding food plants that can thrive in the 
new conditions will become important.  

Dedicated people who work tirelessly to bring 
native fauna back from the brink of extinction 
may potentially be saving flora that is 
associated with that species too, through the 
distribution of seeds that rely on that animal. 
Recently a farmer in Yellingbo, Victoria, 
donated a tract of land adjacent to the 
endangered Helmeted Honeyeater habitat. In 
doing so he has provided an expanded haven 
for the endangered bird and at the same time 
preserving a piece of farmland that has the 
potential to regenerate and regrow significant 
flora.  

Although these are wild environments, not 
landscaped gardens there are lessons being 
learned now that will have an impact on the 
future. Providing habitat, corridors and 
preserving natural bushland by excluding or 
eradicating feral pests, means that more of our 
native flora can survive through the dispersal 
and preservation of both flora and fauna. In 
turn, some of this flora has the potential to 
become valuable landscape plants. The 
Woollemi pine project is a good example of 
preserving an endangered species for use in 
landscaped environments; itôs win-win, 
preserving a bank of genetic material for this 
tree in landscaped gardens across the country. 

No one knows exactly how our climate will 
change or how our plantsô requirements will be 
affected. We can base our design decisions on 
past knowledge, current observation and 
listening to the science to make future 
predictions. Using the right plant in the right 
place will always be the best place to start. 
Australian plants will become more popular 
through necessity as gardens become more 
hostile to plants that thrive in a European 
climate and demand copious amounts of water 
and care to keep them looking healthy.  

Nurseries, in my opinion, are the ultimate 
chicken and egg argument: do they grow what 
sells best or do they sell what grows easily and 
drive the demand on availability? Sadly, I think 
itôs often the latter. Growing what survives best 
will probably become a necessity so we should 

be ensuring that what is grown is not 
detrimental to our environment. Specialist 
native plant nurseries have a strong public 
following but exotic, and undoubtedly robust 
plants like Buxus and Pittosporum, seem to 
drive the landscape industry and many 
landscapers do not yet seem to consider many 
Australian plants robust. The weed potential of 
some plants, including natives, should also be 
an industry-wide consideration at the 
production stage, given the cost of weed 
eradication and the rampant mess we have 
made of our pristine environment in such a 
short time. We all understand the 
consequences of invasive weeds now but they 
continue to be sold around the country. 

It has been my experience that customers are 
generally very happy to be advised which 
plants should be in their gardens so the 
Landscape industry must drive the demand for 
the plants that nurseries grow and sell. Native 
wholesalers, like some of our native fauna, are 
endangered and as landscape designers, we 
should focus on preserving native plant 
growers as much as possible to ensure their 
future. Changing our plant palette can and will 
change what is available in mainstream 
nurseries. Because Australia has such a 
diverse range of climates there will be plenty of 
scope for the nursery and the landscaper to 
adapt their selections to plants from various 
climates, but those choices will still, of course, 
be restricted by soil conditions and plant 
resilience.  

Plants live and thrive best in a diverse 
environment and diversity supports life ï 
including our own. The future is in preserving 
diversity, protecting endangered species of all 
kinds, understanding the interdependence of 
flora and fauna, and learning more about the 
potential of our native species. Projects that 
preserve and inform what we have and prevent 
the loss of endangered species are 
undoubtedly one of the most important 
investments in our future and the future of our 
gardens. If we can learn from mistakes already 
made, listen to natures heroes today and work 
together for a wholistic future with a diverse 
environment we can make a difference and 
shape the elements available to us to design 
our gardens for resilience. Thatôs something 
we can act on now.  
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óTerra Australis ô Garden Update  
Ros Walcott, Canberra  

 

 
 
Yesterday, in mid-November, we brought two 
plants to the TA Garden and the TA gardener 
planted them: a Queensland Bottle Tree and a 
Grevillea flexuosa. You would be so pleased at the 
development of the garden. It looks full and mature, 
with buckets of flowers. The bay hedges around all 
the gardens have finally grown to be helpful with 
the wind. Myoporum floribundum, Leptospermum 
'Mesmer Eyes' and 'All Aglow', Callistemon 'Brogo 
Overflow' and 'White Anzac' are all in flower. We 
encouraged raising the foliage of Acacia verniciflua 
off the tree ferns, which were a bit shaded.  

Cheers, Ros 

 
Members may recall from previous articles in the 
GDSG Newsletter, that the Australian Native Plants 
Society (ANPSA), planned and developed this 
garden at the National Arboretum in Canberra.  
Construction commenced in mid 2018, and Ben 
and Ros Walcott coordinated the process, and as 
Garden Design leader I was asked to plan and 
design the garden.  
 
The óTerra Australisô Garden was developed as a 
stylised representation of the Australian geography 
and its diverse flora. The garden celebrates the 
varying Australian landscapes through landform, 
rock form, and plant species, to showcase a more 

formal garden using native plants. The specific 
details of the design process for the garden were 
described in a GDSG newsletter at the time. 
 
Since then, Ben and Roz have kept a watchful eye 
on the progressive establishment of the garden, 
and have regularly recounted progress in our 
Newsletter. These photos taken in November 2025, 
illustrate how well the garden has been developing 
over the past seven years. It is fitting to have our 
quite dramatic Australian garden as one of the 
seven, unique, themed and living landscapes, 
located in the Gallery of Gardens along the Events 
Terrace overlooking the amphitheatre. 

                                            Lawrie  

 

The upper waterway sweeps through the garden 
Spring floral displays characterise the garden  

Pathways meander through and around the garden  



 GDSG Newsletter #132 February 2026  

 ANPSA Garden Design Study Group ς Newsletter     NL 132.docx page 14 

  

Terra Australis will soon have 
an illustrative garden sign  

Ros Walcott, Canberra 

You will recall that eight years ago ANPSA 
was invited to create a garden as part of 
the óGallery of Gardensô at the National 
Arboretum in Canberra. As GDSG Leader 
Lawrie was asked to prepare the planning 
and design, in conjunction with Ben and 
Ros Walcott. Together we planned the 
garden to represent the most iconic botanic 
elements of Australia, so that as the 
pathways are traversed, the observer can 
gain a sense of the diversity and 
uniqueness of the Australian flora.   

The garden was opened in November 2018 
and since then has become progressively 
established. Ros keeps us informed about 
progress in regular Newsletter reports and 
photographs, and her most recent 
illustrates how well óTerra Australisô is 
developing.  The promised sign for the 
Terra Australis Garden is about to be 
finalised and erected after much delay, it 
will provide an invaluable introduction. 

Outback Australia ς aridlands & ephemeral waterholes  

Southwest Western Australia - coast and sandplains  
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Plants in Design 
 

Frosty Winter of 2025  
  Words Ros Walcott, Canberra 

Photos Ben Walcott, Canberra 

There are many enjoyable parts of a Canberra 
winter, sunny days and blue skies, but killing 
frosts in the garden are not welcome. This year 
we endured five nights in a row where the 
temperatures fell below minus 5 degrees 
between June 26-30. The last time this degree 
of frost occurred for this number of nights was 
in 1965, 60 years ago. We also recorded 
minus 7.6 degrees on Saturday, June 21 - the 
last time that it was colder than that in 
Canberra was in 1957.  
 
Plants Lost in Winter  
We have lost too many plants in the garden 
this winter, both well-established and newly 
planted. Our garden has numerous plants that 
could be considered experimental in our 
climate. We have been spoiled by mild winters 
over the last few years which have allowed 
these tender plants to make it through our 
winters, but the winter of 2025 proved to be 
their comeuppance. Our pot plants have also 
suffered, even though many of them were 
under cover, or in the shadehouse, and had 
survived our Canberra winters previously.  We 
are not alone, as every Canberra gardener has 
a tale of woe.   
 
Below are plants that we have lost this winter: 
 
Acacia inaquilatera ï Kanji Bush, Baderi, Fire 
Wattle ï planted May 2025 in a pot, in the 
shadehouse 

 
Alyogyne 
huegelii  
óEastcoast Gemô 
ï new planting 
under protection 
January 2025 
 
Asplenium 
australasicum ï 
Birdôs Nest Fern 
ï planted in a pot 

in September 2023 ï under protection, but very 
browned off, discarded August 2025 

 
Brachychiton 
bidwillii  ï Little 
Kurrajong ï 
planted in a pot 
in 2013, moved 
to garden 
January 2024, 
died September 
2025 
 
Calocephalus 
citreus ï Lemon 
Beauty Heads ï 
new planting 
January 2025, 
disappeared 
 
Cassinia uncata 
ï Sticky Cassinia 

ï planted November 2023, disappeared 
 
Coronidium óSunny Side Upô ï planted under 
overhead cover, February 2025 

 
Corymbia 
citriodora  ï 
planted March 
2022, died 
October 2025 
 
Corymbia  
ôSummer Redô ï 
planted March 
2024 in a pot and 
moved to the 
garden May 
2025. This was 
quite an 
advanced 
specimen and 
our decision to 
move it to the 
garden this frosty 
year is 
regrettable. 
 
Dampiera 
diversifolia 
óSouthern Blueô ï 
planted in 
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December 2021, but browned off completely 
this winter, despite being under cover, 
discarded in August 2025. 
 
Eucalyptus conferruminata ï Bald Island 
Marlock, Bushy Yate ï planted in a pot, in the 
shadehouse December 2024, died August 
2025 
 
Eucalyptus globulus ssp. maidenii - Maidenôs 
Gum ï planted October 2006, long 
established, 30m high, but now completely 
browned off and we have a permit to remove 
this tree 
 
Grevillea óLemon Dazeô planted September 
2019, died 
 
Hakea platysperma ï Cricket Ball Hakea ï 
listed as hardy, planted in a pot February 2025, 
discarded in August 2025 
 
Hibiscus heterophyllus pink - planted 
November 2019, in a pot, under cover, 
browned off and discarded 
 
Hibiscus óIanôs Goldô - planted October 2021, in 
a pot, under cover ï moved to garden January 
2024 ï bad timing, died 
 
Melaleuca diosmifolia ï planted August 2022, 
browned off and died 10/25 
 
Thryptomene sp. óLancelinô ï planted in a pot, 
under cover, in March 2025, but looks poorly in 
September 2025 ï died  

 
Thomasia 
grandiflora  ï 
planted May 
2022, well 
established, but 
we lost the 
Banksia that 
protected this 
plant, died  
 
 
 

Xeronidium óUnityô ï planted February 2025, all 
three plants died 
 
 

Plants that Maye be more Tolerant  
We also have many plants that are badly 
burned by frost which may or may not survive 
listed below. You do have to be very patient in 
spring and look carefully for signs of life under 
the depressing brown foliage. Syzygium 
australe has been blasted by the frost again 
this winter, but it has always come back from 
complete disaster ï fingers crossed. I find that 
some plants come through the winter looking 
green and hopeful then often die at the very 
end of winter in the last week of August. They 
look fine until they donôt. Below are plants that 
are struggling in October 2025. 
 
Blechnum medium (was Doodia media) - 
planted, under overhead protection, October 
2020 
 
Blechnum neohollandicum (was Doodia 
aspera) - planted, under protection, October 
2020 
 
Gossypium óFlirtatiousô ï planted in a pot 
November 2020, long established, but 
completely browned off, leafless, but still 
showing green when scratched in September 
and very slowly starting to leaf out in October 
 

Hardenbergia 
violacea  
óMeemaô - three 
planted Dec 
2022 on a warm 
wall ï two are 
completely dead 
and the other 
survives 

 
Hibiscus  
óAussie Delightô 
- planted March 
2021, in a pot, 
under cover, 
browned off 
completely this 
winter, despite 
being under 
cover, but has 

recovered after a severe prune and is leafing 
out in October 
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Hibiscus geranioides - planted October 2015, 
in a pot, under cover, completely browned off, 
leafless, but still showing green when 
scratched in September, in October has leafed 
out and is flowering! 
 

Leptospermum 
óPageantô ï 
planted 2022, 
burned foliage, 
but has 
recovered and is 
flowering in 
October 2025 

 
Paraserianthes lophantha ï Cape Leeuwin 
Wattle or Plume Albizia Planted January 2021 
ï this plant looked in dire straits, but has now 
recovered and is flowering in October, tough 
cookie 
 
Rhododendron lochiae - planted in a pot, under 
protection, in February 2020, but half of the 
plant is browned off 
 

Syzygium 
australe  planted 
December 2008, 
drops browned 
leaves every 
winter, but so far 
has resurrected 
itself every spring 
 
 
 
 

Frost Information on Plant Labels  
For those of you who do not have to worry 
about frost, it is worth remembering that it is 
essential for those of us who do, to have 
correct frost information on our plant labels.  
 
óFrost tolerantô means that you can sometimes 
get away with planting these species against a 
warm wall, in a warm spot, or under overhead 
foliage protection. But to plant with confidence 
in Canberra you need ófrost hardyô on the label. 
Many labels have no frost information at all. 
 
First published in Journal, ANPS Canberra, 
September 2025. Updated October, 2025  
 
 

A Murrumbatem an Garden  - winter  
Margaret Streamer & David Herald 

The winter of 2015 was hard on our garden. 
We had too many - 6 nights and strong winds. 
Even though we had wrapped some plants in 
frost matting, by mid-September, the garden 
was looking pretty sorry. Despite this, we were 
still hopeful that some plants would spring back 
into life. Some did but others were added to 
the compost heap.  
 

Two 'plant envies' that found their way to the 
compost heap were Grevillea óRobyn Gordonô 
and Grevillea óBulli Princessô. Both grew rapidly 
after planting, with óRobyn Gordonô giving us a 
stunning flower display all summer and 
autumn. Both plants teased us by slowly losing 
their foliage over winter and until late August 
we were still hoping that they would survive. A 
week of - 6 nights put paid to that optimism.  
 

We have several bushes of Eremophila 
maculata cerise scattered around the garden. 
They always suffer in our winters and need a 
good prune in spring. Last winter was no 
exception but this spring they have rewarded 
us with the best flower display ever. Other 
plants with exceptional spring flower displays 
were all species of Hakeas with Hakea sericea, 
pink, in particular, covered in blooms; Grevillea 
Tumut, Grevillea wilkinsonii; Grevillea óScarlet 
Spriteô, flowering for the first time. The bright 
yellow balls of Acacia covenyi contrasting 
enjoyably with the grey foliage. 
 

One huge disappointment is our Adenanthos 
sericeus 'Silver Streak'. It survived the winter of 
2014 with just some burnt tips and grew 
vigorously over the summer of 2015. It looked 
good until September and then, just one week 
later, the foliage started to grey off and shortly 
after most of the plant looked dead.  
 

The good news is that our Wollemi is growing 
magnificently and has already added an extra 
15cm since winter. Only the upper side of the 
foliage on the northern side bronzed during 
winter, while the rest remained green. We 
presume the early morning sun striking the 
frosted leaves caused the bronzing. Unlike the 
usual Wollemi pine, ours has multiple stems. 
The end result is a plant that is much bushier 
(in our opinion, more attractive in a garden 
setting), than the normal Wollemi. 
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The MAILBOX 
 

Enhanc ing  biodiversity of my 
property on Macleay Island ? 

Megan Hodges, Macleay Island Qld 

Megan is a brand new member of GDSG and 
this is her reason for joining the Study Group 
ñto learn about Australian/SE Qld Garden 
Design and how to best use local native plants 
to enhance the biodiversity of my property on 
Macleay Islandò.  
 
Our local members are excited about a cruise 
by ferry across the bay to visit the island, one 
of a number in southern Moreton Bay, to help 
Megan in her quest. Her following description 
of the garden and surrounds, certainly 
indicates the opportunity for us to help with a 
number of interesting design opportunities.  
 
Hi Lawrence, I was going to say 'I'd prefer to 
have a bit more done before a visit!' But this IS 
the Garden *Design* Study Group - and I 
reckon the property is interesting to work with. 
 
My property, Lot 18 Glen Street,  is 1,017m2 ï 
about 24m x 40m, NW facing (or SE? I haven't 
figured out the 'aspect' thing yet).   Check out 
the attached contour diagram - I'm in an elbow. 
 

 

Looking at the attached Google Maps  street 
photo - there is another residential property to 
the East which is half the length of my 
property. The block behind it is reserved, and 
the strip of land adjoining it and running behind 
my property to the South/Southeast is also 
reserved due to being in a flood zone.  
That strip is a natural drainage channel that 
runs 800m to Lucas Passage, which is 
between Macleay and Lamb Islands. 
 
There is one heck of a lot of water that comes 
down through my property during rains and 
then through reserved bushland to the East 
and South, and then into the Passage. 
 
It's in Regional Ecosystem 12.5.3 - Scribbly 
Gum Open Forest/Woodland on Tertiary 
Surfaces/on Low Flat-topped crests with red 
and brown loamy soils. The soil is very clayey 
in places - I imagine that the lighter soil 
particles in the areas of overland water flow 
have been washed out.  
 
I've put in a dry creek bed that runs down one 
side of my property for about 25m - I actually 
put it in as a partial solution to the overland 
waterflow issue but what a solution! It feeds 
from the (complex) street drainage system in 
front of my property, down the side of my 
property into the reserved bushland block. I'm 
interested in purifying the water - it could 

contain anything - before it heads 
off into the environment. The dry 
creek bed runs heavily during big 
rains (see attached photo) 
 
Vegetation: I'm currently working 
to control overland water flow, 
hand weeding, supporting 
existing native trees, getting rid of 
weed trees, and watching 
pioneer plants appear seemingly 
out of nowhere like magic.  I have 
a mix of native and exotic trees 
and herbaceous plants - very few 
shrubs on the property.  
 
I want to add dry rainforest plants 
to the strip of native and exotic 
plants partly shown in the photo.  
 

The property Lot 18 Elm Street, straddles across the top of a deep and steep 
gully, called an ΨƛǎƭŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǎŜΩ that is a major drainage flood way flowing to 
Moreton Bay. Apparently most lower blocks are designated as flood zone. 



 GDSG Newsletter #132 February 2026  

 ANPSA Garden Design Study Group ς Newsletter     NL 132.docx page 19 

In the SE I want to put in a separate pond (no 
input from the creek) (with a lot of edges) with 
an adjoining small bird habitat (all local 
indigenous plants) that is edged by the 
reserved bushland on two sides. 

When the property was established 50 years 
ago, an African Tulip Tree was planted halfway 
down the East side. It's now huge. Having 
looked at a few different approaches, I plan to 
strangle it with a locally indigenous fig.  
 
I also want to put in some woody meadow in 
the back over the septic leach field/existing 
open area, with local indigenous plants. 
 
I still don't know what some of the trees/shrubs 
are and only just starting to get a handle on the 
seasonal herbaceous plants. The property was 
neglected for a long time - the bigger plants 
are loving a bit of fertiliser and extra water at 
times, but some still haven't flowered so are 
proving hard to identify. I just discovered that I 
have an Illawarra Flame Tree! but I understand 
it's flowering is more likely due to climactic 
conditions over Winter and Spring. 
 
I'm concerned about the longevity of the 
established trees. For example - I have a 
narrow-leafed Melaleuca beside the dry creek 
bed - presumably it'd be about 50 years old. It 
lost a big branch in recent cyclone Alfred and 
hasn't flowered in the 5 years I've been here in 
spite of watering during dry periods, light 
application of natural bush mulch around it, 
and bush tucker fertiliser. I'm thinking I might 
have to plan for its replacement. 
 
I'm planning to plant screening plants around 
the edges of my property next autumn - mostly 
Hibiscus tiliaceus and various lillypillies, and 
continuing to work on the weeding/land 
contouring. 
 
Would the Study Group be interested in visiting 
and providing feedback to my plans? 
Best regards, Megan 
 
  


