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Newsletter timing & themes 
Issue     date Theme 

135 October  Contemporary Garden Design 
136 January Recycling Materials and Design 
137 April I Designed It My Way! 
138 July subject ideas from members 

 

Sensory Gardening 

In our fast-paced world, gardens 
offer more than just a place to 
grow plants—they offer a space 
for mindfulness, creativity, and 
connection. Sensory gardening is 
an approach that deepens this 
connection by engaging all five 
senses: sight, smell, touch, 
hearing, and taste. Whether 
you’re gardening in a suburban 
backyard, on a balcony, or in a 
community garden, creating a 
sensory garden at home can 
enrich your garden experience. 
  

mailto:gdsg@anpsa.org.au
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EDITORIAL 
Lawrie Smith 

Welcome to GDSG Newsletter #134, I hope 
you will find this another interesting issue.  

Perhaps you have noticed that this issue is 
one month ahead of schedule! This was 
done for two good reasons:  

• to allow sufficient time to read the 
Newsletter before the ANPSA 2026 
Conference in August;  

• to allow inclusion of the Minutes, and 
Notice of the July meeting of the newly 
reinvigorated Victorian GDSG group;  

Possibly this will trigger a new sequence for 
the future? We will have this possibility as an 
Agenda item for the GDSG Meeting to be 
held at ANPSA 2026 Alice Springs in August. 

The theme for issue #137 for April 2027 is,   
“I Designed It My Way” - as you know, the 
themes for next four issues are always 
placed at the bottom of page one in each 
newsletter. This subject is the last of the 
long list of themes!!  Guess what? I have 
run out of suitable themes after issue #137. 
We could go back and select some of the 
more appropriate themes for a second time?  

Instead, I prefer to invite members to suggest 
new Theme Subjects you would like to see 
included in future lists for the Newsletter. 
 

This is an important job for you! 
Share theme subjects you would 
find most useful for the Newsletter. 

ANPSA 2026 - Alice Springs 

The ANPSA 2026 National Conference is 
being very well promoted, and by now you 
have probably registered and booked your 
travel and accommodation. I had already 
done that too!  Unfortunately, unexpected 
medical issues have forced me to cancel my 
bookings!   Despite my absence in Alice 
Springs, I hope that we will still have a GDSG 
meeting at the Conference as we usually do.  

As a further consequence, it is likely that the 
position of a new Study Group Leader may 
be on the horizon in the not too distant future. 
This will be another major discussion subject 
for the Alice Springs GDSG meeting Agenda! 

Bob Bannon, a long time, much valued 
member of our study group and Native 
Plants Queensland Vice President, has 
agreed to conduct the GDSG meeting in 
Alice Springs on my behalf.  

ANPSA 2028 - Queensland 

One of my other responsibilities, that has 
also recently fallen victim to my health 
issues, was the task of leading the group of 
NPQ members planning the ANPSA 2028 
Conference to be held in Queensland.   

Brenda Meehan has agreed to take on this 
responsibility and her business and 
management skills are already very evident 
as she has expertly continued the planning 
process that was already reasonably well 
advanced.  

In relinquishing this important role, which I 
had done previously for the ANPSA 2013 
Conference on the Sunshine Coast, I offered 
to continue and complete the PowerPoint 
presentation to be screened in Alice Springs, 
that will entice our members nationwide to 
consider registering for the next conference 
in 2028 two years’ time.  

The location will be Toowoomba, a very 
prominent city, sited on the crest of the Great 
Dividing Range, 125km west of Brisbane. 
The conference theme is “Across the Great 
Divide”. From here we will introduce fellow 
members to the diversity of the native flora of 
an extensive area of southeast Queensland. 
We will take you on tours extending from the 
coastal foothills and valleys, up and across 
the escarpment, along the Great Dividing 
Range from the granite belt at Girraween in 
the south, to the Bunya Mountains in the 
north, then through the Darling Downs, 
northwest to the Gurulmundi wildflower fields 
on the top of the Great Divide, some 300km 
inland from the Pacific coast.  
Make sure you register! 



 GDSG Newsletter #134 August 2026  

 ANPSA Garden Design Study Group – Newsletter    NL 134.docx page 3 

This Newsletter THEME 

“Sensory Gardening”   

 

None of our members put fingers to the 
keyboard to share their experience with the 
aspect of ‘Sensory Gardening’. It is most likely 
a very wide subject, because all of our human 
senses automatically come into play in any 
garden to enrich the overall experience. 
Perhaps this is why we have not received any 
thoughts, suggestions or experiences of this 
important aspect of garden design? 
 
So as not to have a blank page, I delved 
through my landscape architectural records to 
see what I might have written myself sometime 
in my career. I strongly believe that stimulating 
our senses is a very important component of 
any garden.  The following extract is from a 
report I was commissioned to prepare in 2007, 
to review an established Sensory Garden 
established by the Horticultural Reference 
Group of the Gold Coast Regional Botanic 
Gardens. This was one of several special 
theme gardens included in my initial 1999 
Master Plan for these gardens. The intent was 
that local species were to be appropriately 
grouped to guide the general community in one 
or more ways to stimulate our human senses, 
as they plan, design and develop their own 
home garden. Hopefully you may see some 
interesting and appropriate design components 
to guide your garden development? 
 

 

Sensory Garden Observations 
Lawrence Smith, landscape architect 2007 

It is suggested that aspects of this design review 
be considered by the members of the Project 
Control Group with a view to defining the agreed 
remediation and finalisation procedures. 

EVALUATION PROCESS 

• Reviewed the Sensory Garden detail design 
drawings to identify appropriate constraints 
and opportunities; 

• Assessed the existing Sensory Gardens to 
identify the physical, functional, visual, 
microclimatic and aesthetic influences; 

• Reviewed the design concept for the 
Sensory Garden mosaic tile mural to identify 
opportunities for conceptual continuity 

between the living plant material and the 
artwork; 

• Considered the hard landscape elements to 
identify any modifications to improve the 
overall appreciation of the precinct; 

• Reviewed previous reports on the soils, 
drainage and horticulture, to identify 
influences on the rehabilitation process; 
 

OUTPUT 

• A comprehensive list of possible additional 
species for the various Sensory Gardens has 
been prepared to consider and resolve; 

• Conceptual diagrams and a descriptive 
report prepared for discussion, to illustrate 
constraints and opportunities presented by 
the various built and botanic elements of this 
precinct; 

EXISTING SITUATION 

• The existing formal, geometric layout of the 
beds and paving (based on five petal forms) 
is not ideally suited to the inherent informality 
of the selected varied plant material 
associated with the five human senses; 

• The existing shade trees are planned in a 
formalised or stylised arrangement centrally 
in each ‘petal’ zone; the species are not 
always obviously related to the specific zone 
into which they have been planted; species 
selections seem to be primarily for 
architectural reasons, as opposed to 
horticultural / interpretive reasons;   

• The selected tree species are not always the 
most appropriate selection with respect to the 
soil type, high water table and subsoil 
drainage limitations;  

• Importantly at optimum maturity, some tree 
canopies will spread and overshadow the 
understory requiring progressive species 
modification; 

• For each of the five ‘senses zones’, the 
planting plans seem to select and locate 
species inappropriately, resulting in visual 
confusion between adjacent zones; 

It is recommended that wherever possible 
selected plant specimens be locally endemic 
species, particularly the canopy trees (local 
provenance is an important factor in a regional 
botanic garden);  
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The short list of tree species under consideration 
for the various senses is as follows: 

SOUND  
Melaleuca leucadendra fine – weeping foliage 
Melicope elleryana – attracts birds & butterflies 

Millettia pinnata – attracts insects and then birds 

SMELL  
Backhousia citriodora – citronella aromatic foliage 
Hymenosporum flavum – heavily perfumed flowers 
Melia azedarach v australasica – perfumed flowers 

TASTE  
Acronychia imperforata – pleasant acid fruits 

Davidsonia pruriens – succulent plum fruits along trunk 

Diploglottis campbellii – tart lemon flavoured fruits 

Syzygium moorei – apple like fruits 

SIGHT  
Alloxylon flammeum – dramatic red Waratah 

Barklya syringifolia – massed yellow raceme flowers  
Brachychiton discolour – carpets ground in pink petals 

Elaeocarpus eumundi – upright column of bronze new 

foliage 

Melicope elleryana – massed pink flowers in canopy 

TOUCH  
Daviesia arborea – soft weeping shiny foliage 
Endiandra sieberi – heavily textured corky bark 
Leptospermum luehmannii – olive, burgundy and 

cream patterned trunk 

Leptospermum brachyandrum – silver trunk & soft 

weeping foliage 
Leptospermum madidum - soft weeping foliage 
Melaleuca irbyana – contorted bonsai like form, paper 

bark, fine needle foliage 

Note: it is to be expected that some locally 
endemic species will be unavailable in advanced 
specimen sizes (as they may not yet be 
produced by the nursery industry for general use 
in amenity horticulture); therefore, smaller 
specimens will need to be planted to grow 
naturally on site; planting of smaller stock is more 
usual in Botanic Gardens where the science of 
botany is the principal function.  

The understory and cover planting will be the 
principal botanic element providing for sensory 
exploration, supported by interpretive signage;  

The interrelationship of plants and senses is 
personal and varies between people, however 
the following attributes have been derived to 
assist in defining the extensive list of possible 
species for inclusion;  

SOUND  
Basically, species that support wildlife to 
contribute audibly: 

• Insect sound – bees, cicada, moth, butterfly, 
crickets 

• frog’s croaks – needs a small pond 

• bird calls – food source and spiny protection,   

• water sounds – drips, jets, sprays and mist 

• air movement – rustling leaves, wind chimes 
in bamboo 

SMELL  
Pleasant and unpleasant: 

• organic soil, aromatic leaves, perfumed 
flowers, fruits, bark, herbs 

TASTE  
Most comprehensive and varied possibilities;  

• leaves, flowers, fruits, seeds, nuts, bark, 
vegetables, tubers, sweet, sour, poison & 
bitter, astringent; 

SIGHT  
Basically flowers, foliage and form;  

• various greens, variegation, evergreen / 
deciduous;  

• colour – warm, cool, pastel, silver/grey, white, 
unique 

TOUCH  
Bark textures;  

• leaf forms and shapes; small & large leaves;  

• leaf textures – waxy, shiny, furry, sharp, 
sticky 

• flowers; fruits and nuts;  

• unusual & unique forms and habits 
 

SOUND SENSORY AREA 
The ‘Sound’ sensory area has a semi-mature 
Taxodium distichum centrally located in the 
central ‘petal’ garden. Wind whispering through 
the wispy weeping foliage is very appropriate for 
this garden.  

This species is deciduous and from the south 
eastern areas of the USA growing naturally in 
wetland areas like the Florida Everglades. Not 
unlike the Gold Coast site conditions. 

The Swamp Cypress will grow to a massive tree 
over time and produce up thrusting fist like roots 
(not unlike mangroves but larger) around the 
trunk and under the canopy - this will impact on 
the adjacent gardens and pavement.   
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The GDSG Story  
Lawrie Smith GDSG Leader 

ANPSA Garden Design Study Group 

Our study group primarily focusses on the 
quarterly national Newsletter for which our 
members submit many very interesting articles 
on garden planning and design. Each issue 
has a specific theme to help focus on special 
garden design characteristics; these are 
supported by general articles as well.  Our 
study group is very important to our 274 
current members, because it has a wide 
impact on contemporary design and 
establishment of gardens at all scales, 
throughout Australia.   
 
During the past 33 years, ever since Diana 
Snape established the group initially in 
Victoria, it has been managed by four leaders, 
each has provided significant direction and 
leadership to encourage members to continue 
to share their personal experience in garden 
design.   
 
Diana Snape Vic May 1993 15 years 
Jo Hambrett NSW    May 2008 4 years 
Ros Walcott ACT   Feb 2013 5 years 
Lawrie Smith Qld  Apr 2018 8 years 
 
Local members in southeast Queensland 
followed Diana’s example since 2017, and 
have been meeting together ever since, 
basically every two months. We currently have 
106 members across the state, but travel 
distance limits attendance of ten to fifteen at 
most meetings.   Each time we visit one or two 
primarily residential gardens, but also some 
appropriate urban parklands. Together we 
inspect and analyse the established landscape 
design and plants in detail.  It is surprising 
what interesting design initiatives we find in 
every garden, and what gems of specialised 
garden planning are identified. Immediately 
after each excursion I prepare a meeting report 
with descriptive analyses, photos and sketches 
of the gardens visited.   

Face to face discussions in a wonderful new or 
well established native garden, provide real 
value, as evidenced by the success of these 
GDSG activities in Queensland.  I regularly 

encourage other states to follow Diana’s initial 
example and reform their local groups that had 
once flourished.  Although, there has been 
some limited interest, only Bev Hanson in 
Victoria has recommenced the regular local 
meetings.  

GDSG members check out the design attributes of the 
natural landscape and gardens at Mount Mee 
Bushland, Brisbane 
 

33 years since our Study Group 

Commenced! 

The general aims of the ASGAP Garden 
Design Study Group, were formulated at the 
first meeting in 1992, and they include:  

• to carry out theoretical and practical 
investigation of garden design using 
Australian native plants; 

• to develop resources for people who are 
interested in garden design with Australian 
plants;  

• to encourage more successful use of 
Australian plants in gardens which the 
public can visit;  

• to produce regular newsletters and publish 
articles on garden design;   
(During the 33 years since the first 
Newsletter in May 1993 GDSG has 
produced 133 Newsletters!) 

 
Initial members of the GDSG  
Thirty eight people joined the study group from 
day one in 1992, and of this group the 
following names are still well known for their 
contributions over the years: 
Diana Snape, Barbara Buchannan, Cherree 
Densley, Geoffery Long, Bev Hanson, Paul 
Kennedy, Margaret Lee, Geoffrey Simmons, 
Roger Stone, Paul Thompson, and others. 
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By the second Newsletter in July 1993, the 
membership had grown to 60 in all states, 
mostly Victoria.  Diana said, I hope before long 
there will be sufficient members in all states, 
for people to be able to make personal contact 
with other local members.  She felt that in 
particular, Queensland and Western Australia 
seem to be rather decentralised, however their 
superb range of indigenous plants and different 
growing conditions will probably lead to 
fascinating differences in garden styles. 
Fortunately, the principles of garden design do 
not change with the climate. 

Some early random comments about 
garden design from our members . . .  
In reviewing the first dozen or so Newsletters 
three decades later, it was obvious that the 
need for, and importance of, the study group 
was significant. So much so, that I wanted to 
repeat some excepts found in those first 
newsletters for today’s readers.  They all 
provide a wide range of personal experience, 
and viewpoints on design with native plants, 
that are still equally pertinent today.  

“At last a Garden Design Study Group! . . .  
Design is the missing element in the APS 
movement. Design will give native plants their 
rightful place in Australian gardens. Please 
count me in as a foundation member.” 
Geoffrey Long (Vic)  

“Design will overcome the general public's view 
of straggly native gardens . . .  we need more 
examples showing the successful use of 
Australian plants in gardens which the public 
can visit.” Barbara Buchanan (Vic) 

“I am very interested in both Australian plants 
and creating a beautiful and pleasing garden 
with native plants (though you wouldn't think so 
if you saw my garden). Although at the 
moment I have very little time to garden, I am 
constantly thinking about what goes well 
together and why – why do some things please 
me, and some set my teeth on edge?”     
Denise Keim (Qld) 

“Pondering on whether we need to classify 
gardens - Each is so individual, and each 
reflects the owner's personality, their lifestyle, 
interests, time available, expertise, economical 

resources & site limitations, soil, climate, 
physical fitness & capabilities, their access to 
plants, and the list could go on and on!” 
Cherree Densley (Vic) 
 

Early native gardens successfully preserve and 

integrate with natural bushland  

Chris Larkin Garden, Melbourne                                                            

Bev Hanson Garden, Melbourne 

"Take care of form and let colour take care of 
itself?” Although this statement conveys an 
important point, I don't take this remark too 
literally, as I have an aversion to bright yellow 
and orange, except in entrance gardens. In 
back gardens I prefer relaxing colours: pinks, 
carmine, crimson, a touch of red, blues, 
mauves, violet and, of course, lots of green. 
Because it weakens other colours, I use white 
with caution, preferably in shade, and have yet 
to see pink and bright yellow used to 
advantage together. I don't much care for 
variegated foliage.” Gordon Rowland (NSW) 

“Today we accept the Australian landscape for 
what it is - sometimes harsh and 
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uncompromising, sometimes beautiful, shaped 
in many areas by the aboriginal practice of 
firing the land, so that the plants have 
developed to live in harmony with fire. Yet to 
the first European observers, conditioned as 
they were to the ‘green and pleasant’ lands of 
Europe, Australia was indeed an alien country. 
The west, northern and southern coasts they 
visited were mostly arid and barren; even the 
eastern coastline, clothed in great forests, was 
regarded as ‘dreary’, ‘monotonous’ and 
‘depressing’ by many explorers.”                
Tony Cavanagh (Vic) 
 

Diverse Australian regions ideally support locally 

unique and appropriate native species   

Poetzscher garden, Brookfield Brisbane                              

Neil Marriott garden, Grampians Victoria 

“Within Australia there are over 25, 000 
flowering plants, which is an extremely rich 
representation for such an arid continent. 
There is a remarkable diversity of species and 
growth habits on which designers and 
gardeners can draw for cultivation. We need to 
come to a better understanding of our 
wonderful flora and its ecology in order to 

utilise it to its full potential. We have the tallest 
flowering plant in the world, in Eucalyptus 
regnans, Mountain Ash, any number of minute 
ephemerals, as well as a mindboggling range 
of herbs, subshrubs, shrubs and trees in 
between.”  Rodger Elliott (Vic) 

“As I sit here mulling over the progress (or lack 
of it) in my garden these last two years, I am 
reading the garden design newsletters looking 
for re-inspiration - perhaps even a clue - and 
then suddenly I see it! My Garden is a Talking 
Garden.  How is it that no-one has so far 
mentioned that gardens talk? Not only do they 
speak to the world about the weighty topics of 
cultural heritage, social status and class, 
materialism, attitudes towards the 
environment, etc.  They have a distinctly 
personal voice, and they tell the world about 
you!   My garden sometimes whispers, and 
speaks to me of the past . . .  and of the 
present.  Why aren't you keener and more 
vigilant? Don't you care? Yes, my garden is me 
and there's no escape . . .  sometimes it 
improves . . .  sometimes it just goes along.”    
Janet Woodroffe (Vic) 

“I often go bushwalking and do so now with 
eyes open for design possibilities. Nature 
designs so well, sometimes it seems so 
deliberate! Australian native gardens are much 
more than using Australian plants. Use of 
stone, branches, mulch, etc, enhances any 
planting. I would suggest we all 'see' and 
appreciate our native areas before beginning 
an indigenous garden.”  Fred Young (ACT) 

“My overriding interest is in the evolution and 
development of a particularly Australian style 
of landscape design. The fact that this 
development is largely in its infancy means it 
has the scope to reflect the overriding concern 
of these times - the environment. The 
Australian garden and its design should 
embrace issues such as water conservation, 
soil enrichment, food and shelter, corridors of 
flora for native fauna, recycling and 
productivity. House and garden should 
respond strongly to the individual area, its 
particular environment, giving them a firmly 
anchored sense of place and a strong 
spirituality. No longer can the garden be 
viewed as an adornment or as pure decoration; 
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these times demand another dimension, 
another perspective. Rather let us cherish and 
respect the earth for its place in the scheme of 
things.” Jo Hambrett (NSW) 

“Invitation to all professional members of 
the GDSG    We are fortunate to have a 
number of respected professional members 
within the GDSG, from different states and with 
a range of both academic qualifications and 
practical experience. We'd like to extend an 
invitation to all our professional members to 
write something about themselves, their 
background, their work, their design philosophy 
- whatever aspects they'd like to write about - 
for our newsletter.” Diana Snape (Vic) 

Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens established 

primarily by the local Native Plants Qld Branch 

 

“Landscape in the future    The need to 
collect and spread information on cultivation, 
experience and methods is now more 
important than the earlier need to collect plants 
themselves. Collecting plants was, I believe, 
the motivation for many of the thousands of 

enthusiasts who furnished gardens, streets 
and parks over the last 37+ years since the 
formation of the Society for Growing Australian 
Plants. The motivation for the movement 
towards Australian plants was, I believe, both 
nationalistic and aesthetic. The patriotic 
recognition that we were losing precious 
natural landscape to urbanisation, and the 
spread of farms to feed it, was a powerful 
force, stimulating interest and involvement. 
Conservation movements arose at the same 
time as the development of interest in our 
plants. Often the same people were involved. 
Sensitivity to the aesthetic values of the natural 
landscape and all that it contains, remains a 
powerful reason for involvement today.”       
Paul Thompson (Vic) 
     
“A lot of my design mistakes have come from 
using plants that look spectacular in the books 
which focus on the flower, but the shrub itself 
turns out to be uninteresting. I'm sure in the 
Study Group this is where we can all help each 
other - to identify the most rewarding shrubs 
and trees from a design point of view, and to 
exchange ideas on which plants look 
spectacular together." Barbara Meyer (NSW) 
 
“How to recognise good garden design?  
Visitors to gardens may say "I don't know much 
about garden design, but I do know what I 
like." If enough visitors say "I like this garden", 
does it necessarily mean that the garden is 
well designed? I think the more we study 
garden design and its history, overseas as well 
as in Australia, will provide us with more 
education and the ability to evaluate gardens. 
Many different aspects of garden design can 
be analysed - space, proportion, massing, 
scale, colour, coordination, contrast - and each 
site has its own variables. The more one 
studies, the more one appreciates the context 
of a garden design - the aims, abilities and 
constraints of the designer; the garden's place 
in the history of design; and how innovative it 
was in its time. You may learn from people 
who have devoted their life to such studies, to 
help you analyse a garden's style(s) and 
subtleties, its strengths and weaknesses. 
There are no simple rules but, with sufficient 
knowledge, you may be prepared to say ‘this is 
a good garden design’”. Diana Snape (Vic) 
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Selected native plants are ideal to create 

Contemporary Garden design 

Joan Zande Garden,  Sydney                                                

Terra Australis Garden, National Arboretum, Canberra 

a GDSG initiative in 2018  

 

“The Australian Garden – Designing with 
Australian Plants”      
There are still more than one hundred 
Newsletters to review, but that will have to wait 
for another time.  Sufficient to say that, all of 
these text pages, photographs and drawings 
provide a fantastic resource to peruse from 
time to time for garden design inspiration.   
Diana referred to this invaluable GDSG 

resource when compiling our noteworthy book 
“The Australian Garden” in 2002. This book is 
specifically orientated to the planning and 
design procedures for using Australian native 
plants in our many diverse landscape 
environments.  

 
Since this book was written, an additional 
twenty Newsletters have been published, and 
have collectively inspired the possibility of 
preparing a second companion book to 
perhaps reflect the changing urban landscapes 
that are responding to Australia’s rapidly 
expanding population, as well as the growing 
influence of climate change.   
 
That is a major challenge and an opportunity 
for the Garden Design Study Group to address 
in our next period of development. 

Ben & Ros Walcott Garden, Canberra  
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ANPSA Conferences & meetings 
Every two years we all have the opportunity to 
attend the ANPSA conference in another state. 
Here we meet our GDSG friends face to face, 
and discuss mutual positive and negative 
aspects of garden design instead of just 
reading about them every few months. 
Together, we inspect gardens and landscapes 
in unusual and very different climatic zones, 
and set the scene for the next two years of 
study in our own locality – a very valuable 
experience for all.  

 Anne Keaney Garden, Braidwood NSW  

 
Next Garden Design Study Group Leader?  
There comes a time when it becomes difficult 
to keep on doing all the things you love, and in 
the process accepting too many important 
things, which sometimes suffer from trying to 
do too much, too often. My eight decades of 
dealing with gardens and native plants, and 
particularly these eight years as GDSG 
Leader, have been very, very fulfilling.   
 
However, it is now time for me to commence 
the process of handing over this challenge to 
another younger, vital, person who will ensure 
that GDSG continues to grow and expand its 
undoubtedly necessary influence.  Thank you 
to so many people who have enabled me to 
apply my knowledge and experience, and to 
enjoy so many times together, as we 
appreciated and designed gardens of native 
plants.  
 
If this sounds like something that you 
would really like to do, then please contact 
me to discuss what is involved in becoming 
the Leader.                  Lawrie 

Plants in Design 
 

Microsorum punctatum an ideal 
garden and container plant  
More than three decades ago I collected a 
small section of rhizome from a very distinctive 
fern Microsorum punctatum, spreading as an 
understorey across the canopy protected 
slopes of a coastal sand dune, near the Town 
of Seventeen Seventy in Central Queensland.  
Yes, Joseph Banks collected specimens here 
in 1770!  This was obviously a very hardy 
specimen that would likely tolerate quite a few 
of the extremes found in garden conditions. 
Over the years this has proved to be the case. 
 

This useful plant will tolerate full sun provided 
there are moist soil conditions, although its 
foliage will be yellow green, and much shorter, 
narrow, and less fleshy.  In full shade it attains 
its optimum aesthetic form of upright fleshy 
lime green fronds, suggesting ‘Green Flames’. 
Fronds are closely spaced, simple (undivided), 
erect, 1000-1500mm long and 50-100mm 
wide, lanceolate with a rounded tip. Older 
fronds bend over gracefully and expand the 
width of the clump significantly.   
 

Maintenance is minimal as the individual 
fronds are very long living, and retain their 
aesthetic qualities for perhaps a year or more. 
So maybe twice a year the dead fronds are 
easily removed as necessary and the clump is 
transformed. I rarely give any fertilizer to the 
specimens and this would basically be 
overspray from occasional foliar applications 
used in the surrounding garden.      Lawrie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 Microsorum punctatum 
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Biodiverse Garden Design – 
Habitat for Wildlife or Wildlife for 
Gardeners? 

Janette Wilson, Seaford, Victoria 

There has been a sharper focus on the world 
and its vegetation lately, with good reason, 
given the climatic benefits plants provide. 
Hundreds of books on biodiversity and 
environmental awareness have emerged over 
the last decade. Some groups, such as Land 
for Wildlife, have been around much longer, of 
course.  

In Victoria, the relatively young Gardens for 
Wildlife (G4W) volunteer program has spread 
rapidly across metropolitan councils. Gardens 
for Wildlife is a biodiversity initiative that, with 
the aid of an army of knowledgeable 
volunteers, aims to help residents understand 
how they can support local wildlife by planting 
their gardens using locally sourced indigenous 
plants from their area, and utilising water, 
rocks and wood to provide the extra essentials 
for a healthy habitat.  

Most Councils reward residents for 
participation with free plants from their local 
indigenous nursery.  But perhaps none of this 
is news to this study group’s members; our 
love of native plants has us regularly observing 
the habitats we create, and we learn as we go 
along what attracts the birds, insects, animals 
and amphibians we love to have nearby.  

Inevitably, G4W volunteers possess a 
spectrum of knowledge, biases and 
preferences that affect their recommendations. 
Some will advocate totally in favour of the 
wildlife, recommending a completely wild and 
random planting, where conditions, aspect, 
and design elements are minimally considered, 
others rely on their intuitive sense, experience 
and passion, and some use design principles 
to help guide residents with a more wholistic 
approach. It is not a design service and is not 
meant to be. But using a design mindset can 
make a big difference as to how both resident 
and fauna share the space.  

I joined my local Gardens for Wildlife program 
to help local fauna and to learn more about my 
local flora. An unexpected side benefit has 
been honing my design skills while assisting 

residents to perhaps see their garden spaces 
through fresh eyes and discover the flora and 
fauna of the area. In Victoria, we use EVCs for 
reference to local vegetation communities in 
the Gardens for Wildlife program.  

For me, it has been a good way to learn more 
about the vegetation of Greater Melbourne, 
see a variety of conditions and come up with 
solutions for a resident within our one-hour 
visit. I’ve realised that wildlife gardens and 
inspired designs do not have to be mutually 
exclusive.  Volunteering in this program has 
allowed me entry into private gardens and to 
have relaxed, non-commercial conversations 
with residents.  

This has helped me understand residents’ 
desires and expectations a lot better while also 
gaining a greater understanding of how 
habitats and designed gardens can co-exist 
and enhance each other. Thinking has moved 
on from the 1970s idea that ‘wildlife’ gardens 
should aim to be a random replica of the local 
bushland.  

This Male Gang Gang Cockatoo is a seasonal 
drinker from this water bowl. Kennedy Garden. 
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In the 2020s, most people who care about 
habitat want something more subtle from their 
garden space. Habitat gardens should be 
viewed as a shared space, and we should not 
relax good design principles just because 
wildlife or habitat is desired. Rather, we should 
be finding harmonious ways to incorporate 
habitat into our design, based on both the 
resident and wildlife use of the space. 
Coexistence in the garden space is the 
essence of what I believe the program is 
about; armed with this knowledge, residents 
can actively enjoy sharing their garden’s 
habitat with their many visitors.  

Some gardeners have a passion for specific 
wildlife, while others just want to provide for 
whatever visits. It may be that they love 
Kookaburras, or it could be birds in general, 
and they just want to attract them to visit more 
often. In this situation, creating habitat specific 
to that wildlife, but also in an aesthetically 
sensitive way, is key to meeting the needs of 
both resident and fauna. What residents see 
as problems can become solutions. A dead 
tree in a yard can transform into both a habitat 
and a focal point, if pruned and hollowed 
correctly, to achieve these design aims and 

encourage the birds to nest, providing the 
resident with a predictable observation point.  

Habitat is essentially the provision of water, 
food, shelter and space to grow, breed and 
thrive. All gardens have at least one of these 
elements present. The addition of the missing 
habitat in a thoughtful design is really just 
using complementary elements; at the most 
basic level, this is as simple as adding a water 
bowl.  

Planning for year-round flowering and fruiting 
for the food element should be obvious; this 
may just require a tweak to the planting plan of 
your design or filling a gap in the flowering 
cycle. Many of the plants will also provide 
shelter, so ensure that there are many levels 
within the design, as different wildlife prefer to 
breed and forage at different heights within the 
foliage. Many species are dependent on just 
one plant for part of their lifecycle, so 
incorporating indigenous plants can be vital 
and meet this need. Creating corridors of 

Varied height in the garden creates a broader 
space for wildlife to forage. Kennedy Garden.  
 

Reflection ponds and island planting provide 
beautiful spaces for all visitors. Bali. 
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vegetation with neighbours and parks, where 
possible, is another great way to invite wildlife 
into your garden space and increase the 
borrowed landscape at the same time.  

Water is a common element in garden design, 
and there are so many ways to incorporate it. 
The most common being in bowls of varying 
size and depths. Birds love to bathe and drink, 
and insects need surfaces they can stand on. 
However, water can be included in many 
creative ways that enhance the design far 
beyond the addition of a birdbath. Waterfall 
devices, pond liners and solar pumps have 
come a long way, and there is a huge variety 
of ornamental water carriers and fountains on 
the market that can be adapted to suit many 
styles of garden. Reflection ponds and islands 
of vegetation can provide protective habitat 
opportunities as well as a beautiful space for 
the resident humans.  

 
 

Rocks, mulch and logs all provide spaces for 
lizards and invertebrates to sunbake, live and 
hide. Looking for these materials in existing 
garden features is an easy way to incorporate 
habitat into the design. Brush fencing is a great 
design feature that provides a place for all 
sorts of life to live. Insects and spiders also live 
in these spaces and, in turn, attract wildlife that 
prey on them. Incorporating large rocks or logs 
can be a beautiful way to introduce seating, a 
focal point or a protective edge, and can also 
be used as pathways, steppers and pavers. 
Small rocks are often used as mulch, while 
wood-based mulch is a fantastic source of 
microorganisms and eventually humus. Bark 
and logs also support a wide range of life. 
Woven sticks in a neat design or the exposed 
root ball of a fallen tree can be highly 
decorative and even used as wall art, or as a 
fence barrier, for example and potentially 
support native bees.  

 

Habitat and humans can co-exist in private 
gardens, with thoughtful design and a bit of 
thinking outside the box; there are limitless 
possibilities for the way these elements can 
combine to achieve harmonious, useable 
spaces for all. Inspiration is everywhere, in 
nature and in people’s creativity, so look 
beyond the hardscape paved area and decks 
we’ve been used to and incorporate elements 
into your designs that go beyond plant-based 
habitat. Consider who else uses the space and 
create ways to provide for them, too. 

 
 

Here, many of the elements are present, stone 
pavers, water, variable plant height and species 
and a great viewing space in the form of a patio 
and windows onto the pond. Kangaroo Island. 

Old root systems can do double duty as useful 
habitat and wall art. Bali. 
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Some Garden Design History - 25 yrs ago 

Nicky Zanen reported that she was looking for 
articles written by long term member Barbara 
Setchell from Mansfield, Victoria, who passed 
away recently after a short illness, and came 
across the following letter from Cherree 
Densley.  Nicky thought it might be worth 
reprinting and getting feedback.  
 
Nicky, this is a very interesting series of eleven 
comments – I have highlighted a few, and 
hope that members will reply with their own 
comments and suggestions    -  Lawrie 
 
 

Twelve Jottings about GDSG 
Newsletter - number 32   Feb 2001 

Cherree Densley  

With the December issue of 'Growing 
Australian' posted and the garden at Killarney 
'almost' under control, it was off to Mt Clay for 
a few days of R & R (Rejuvenation and 
Reflective reading of the latest GDSG  
Newsletter - number 32 already and the 5th 
this year!)   As usual, a wonderful array of lots 
of interesting articles, useful snippets, design 
ideas and thoughts to digest.  
 
One: I particularly enjoy the Correspondence 
extracts. Thank you to Martin Rigg and Diana 
Leggatt for your "may your garden be inspiring" 
sentence. Too often, particularly after visiting 
other gardens and landscaped areas, we come 
home a bit envious of others' efforts and a bit 
disgruntled with our own. I feel that your short 
sentence is inspiring in itself. It had an instant 
effect on me. I love visiting other gardens but 
do love coming home to my own even more. 
Drawing inspiration from our own efforts 
restores confidence in our own ability and 
continues to build self-esteem.   Of course, we 
can always strive to improve and rejuvenate 
our gardens but we must be able to draw 
inspiration from what we have already 
achieved.  
 
Yes - you did make a good choice with those 
screening shrubs:  

Yes - that colour combination flowering 
together did work;  

Bluestone slabs form steps while a 
complementary basalt rock forms a small natural 
bowl when it rains. Kennedy Garden. 

Live cycles sometimes depend on one species; 
remember to cater for them. 
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Yes - I'm glad I made the choice of planting 
that clump of Anigozanthos flavidus (Kangaroo 
Paw) just outside the window as the 
honeyeaters can be seen so closely. But, 
Diana and Martin, a 320m x 240m landscape? 
And I thought my garden was large!!   

Two:  Thank you, leader Diana (NL31 p1), for 
including both common names with botanical 
names in the GDSG Newsletters. As a fellow 
Editor, you have reminded me that members 
are at all stages of familiarity with Australian 
plant names. Whilst it is time consuming to 
look up and then type out both names (plus 
sometimes a changed one), apply italics and 
other styling, there is less risk of alienating 
readers who could just skip over a list of 
botanical names because it is just too hard to 
decipher and thus miss out on valuable 
information. I prefer, for consistency, to start 
with the italic botanical name, then common 
name in brackets - even if it means re-typing 
lots of words in a submitted article. 
 
(Cherree's preference is the approved way of 
doing it. I vary the order according to how the 
text 'reads' but also I am happy to have 
botanical or common names first 
approximately half and half, usually consistent 
within one article.  When I read bird journals I 
appreciate just how difficult it is for someone 
who does not know virtually any scientific 
names, as I have never made the effort to 
learn them for birds. DS.) 
 
Three:  It was a case of 'been there, done that' 
with Norm Webb's article (NL32 p13) and his 
experience with Golden Diosma. Like Norm, I 
was attracted once by the soft, fast growing, 
golden foliage (it makes me slightly nauseous 
now) believing it would be OK amongst the 
correas and Eremophila sp behind a water 
feature. It grew splendidly, even attracting 
blackbirds to nest in it, and early photos of that 
part of the garden show an attractive grouping 
of plants. But it gradually dawned on me that it 
was indeed 'out of place' and it had to come 
out. It did leave a large gap with depleted soil; 
replacement plantings have been slow. (Your 
replacement grouping is inspirational, Norm 
and Maureen - I like the idea of Xanthorrhoea 
australis (Austral Grass-tree) and grasses 
together.   A similar planting can be seen in a 

small section of the Seppelts Winery garden at 
Stawell, Victoria - well worth a look, by the 
way. 
 
Four:  Paul Thompson's excellent thoughts 
(NL32 p4) on 'favourites', 'reliability', 
'predictability', 'unpredictability' and 'favourite 
lollies' left me with a burning question. Just 
what are your 'long term species' please?  
 
Five:  Diana, why can’t ALL Nurserymen do 
the right thing? I have two huge problems. Two 
feature plants are just not going to be suitable 
because I planted them according to the 
Nursery label!  

Grevillea magnifica ssp. remorsa (Granite Pink 
Poker Grevillea) was labelled as 1.5-2m x 1.5-
2m. I find it can grow to 3m with flower spikes 
to 10m!  

Acacia covenyi (Blue Bush) was labelled as 
2.5m x 2.5m and I find it can actually grow to 
10m x 6m. Paul Thompson saw it a few 
months ago and asked me innocently, but 
pointedly, "Why did you plant that particular 
wattle there?" I then quietly went and looked 
up the Encyclopaedia! I should have done that 
in the first place as now I'll have to move the 
house!   

Six:  I found the four suggested plans from the 
City of Moreland, which used local plants, 
charming and inspirational. The use of 
grasses, the hedge of Wedge-leaf Hop Bush, 
groups of Bursaria spinosa (Sweet Bursaria), 
native grass lawn and overall presentation very 
appealing. Who was the designer/landscaper? 
We need to write to them and congratulate 
them. 
 
Seven:  Thanks to Jennie Lawrence of Burnie, 
who added to my list of 'ankle highs' with the 
suggestion of a low form of Baeckea 
ramosissima (Rosy Baeckea). However, 
Chaetospora sphaerocephala (Button Grass)? 
our local form, has clumps of leaves to 1m and 
flowering stems to 2m. (By the way, Jennie's 
Woolly Thyme lawn is lovely. DS)   
 
Eight:  At Killarney, the best groundcovers by 
far are:  
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Brachyscome multifida (Cut-leaf Daisy), 
Myoporum parvifolium 'Pink' (Creeping 
Boobialla),  
Scaevola albida (Creeping Fan-flower),  
Mazus pumilio (Swamp Mazus) and  
Grevillea humifusum - formerly G. 
thelemanniana 'Grey leaf form'.  
Kunzea pomifera (Muntries) is shaping up to 
be a wonderful (but slow growing) groundcover 
also, which should give me the benefit of 
edible fruit too. (It's fascinating how similar my 
list of 'best groundcovers' is. DS)  
 
Nine:  If you get the chance to visit that area of 
Victoria, as well as the Seppelts garden, also 
have a look at the attractive landscaped 
Alexandra Gardens (the Australian plants 
section) at Ararat. These are well designed for 
their aspect, well labelled and well maintained 
by members of APS Grampians District Group.  
The Prostanthera sp (Mint Bushes) were 
spectacular when we were there in November.  
 
Ten:  Thank you, Peter Garnham, on behalf of 
the members of GDSG, for 6 years of book 
work and keeping us all in line with 
membership payments and visits to the bank. 
Accurate and time consuming administration is 
a thankless (until now!) but necessary task.  
 
Eleven:  I can’t understand that Geoff 
Simmons is not 'getting the message' (NL 32 
p3) re the philosophy behind choices made by 
members in their gardens and landscapes. The 
GDSG Newsletters contain dozens of articles 
with expressed thoughts of 'why'. Personal 
philosophies are the very basis of our attitudes, 
interest, ability to love and appreciate, inspire 
our willingness to experiment or even how 
much we can spend on plants at the time, and 
this just shines forth in our wonderful 
Newsletter as members put pen to paper or 
fingers to the keyboard. The 'best' writing and 
the articles I enjoy the most are those based 
on practicalities or philosophies backed up by 
examples. The old saying that we 'learn by our 
mistakes', however, is true of our adolescent 
experiences at gardening with Australian 
plants. Let's have a debate about it Geoff! 
(NL31 p4).  
 
Here are a few other statements to go on with 
that deserve debate!!! Send in your opinions!! 

A "Large expensive rocks should NOT be 
partly buried during placement."  

B "Curved driveways for the sake of fluidity of 
line make for nothing more than good business 
at the panel beaters."  

C "Rehabilitation of an area of indigenous 
vegetation is impossible."  

D "Sawn logs set in pebbles to form a pathway 
(as seen in many landscaping books) was a 
stupid idea."  

E "The encouragement to use more Australian 
rainforest species in southern Mediterranean-
type areas of Australia is contrary to one of the 
basic reasons for using natives - i.e. saving 
water resources." I'll look forward to members' 
responses to those!  

I suspect that most gardeners are peaceful 
people who avoid conflict and the sort of 
confrontation that appears to be loved by 
politicians and the media. (I'm all for 'shades of 
grey' myself, not just 'black and white'. DS)  
 
Danie Ondinea would be proud of my efforts to 
attract wildlife - one of my underlying 
philosophies for creating a garden of Australian 
plants. The blue wrens, ravens, magpies, 
magpie larks, lots of honeyeaters, wattle birds 
and willy wagtails have all raised young this 
year from nests in the garden. We have 
thousands of garden skinks and one little 
echidna but the presence of a red-bellied black 
snake sunning itself amongst the scaevolas 
gives a whole new perspective to my former 
weeding practices. 
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A Botanic Garden 
 
 

Maroochy Bushland Botanic 
Gardens - celebrates 30 years! 

Lawrie Smith, North Lakes 

The planning and design of botanic gardens 
has been a dominant part of my long career of 
50 years, as a landscape architect. It has been 
an honour to still be involved with Maroochy 
Botanic Gardens today, as it is very special to 
me.  My role for Maroochy, dates back to 1994 
when the Maroochy Shire Council engaged me 
to investigate the optimum site for a regional 
botanic garden. Since then, it has expanded by 
amalgamation to become the Sunshine Coast 
Council. 

What is a Botanic Garden? 
The fundamental role of every botanic garden 
is to introduce and enhance, community 
understanding of the local biodiversity, and its 
scientific and landscape value. Ideally this will 
demonstrate and encourage the use of 
regional species in rural, urban and residential 
gardens, and progressively establish a unique 
and individual landscape character across the 
entire Sunshine Coast.  

Crossing the 30 year threshold 
The Gardens have now arrived at a very 
important development threshold, and we are 
standing ready to continue to build on the Past 
30 years of progressive and remarkable 
establishment; the Next 30 years has the 
potential to radically accelerate site 
development, and to be influential locally, 
regionally and potentially nationally.  To 
maximise this opportunity, the Council and the 
community, now need to establish a 
comprehensive planning strategy to define the 
staged development process over the next 30 
years.  

My Visions for the Future: 
Everyone involved will have their own vision for 
the future of the Gardens, and how it can best 
serve botanic science, and the specific needs 
of the rapidly growing local community. The 
following Five Observations encompass my 
principal vision about how these Botanic 

Gardens could develop over the coming three 
decades aided by the establishment of a 
“Botanic Precinct”.   

1  Multiple Botanic Garden Sites 
The Gardens should be managed as a 
coordinated multiple site botanic garden to 
support comprehensive botanic research and 
demonstration in four distinct sites; each 
located in one of the most highly relevant 
ecological areas of the Sunshine Coast:  

• the hinterland - Maroochy Botanic Gardens,  

• the coast - Kathleen Macarthur 
Conservation Reserve,  

• the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary - Bli Bli, 

• the mountains - Mary Cairncross Rainforest 
Reserve.  

This follows the similar example of many other 
Australian and world cities. 

2 Nursery and Maintenance Facilities                       
The original 1998 Master Plan for which I was 
responsible, located the ‘Nursery and 
Maintenance’ facilities immediately beside the 
Palm Creek Road entrance and gateway, in 
the north western corner of the site.  Instead, a 
minor facility, poorly located relative to future 
gardens development plans, has been 
established elsewhere on site. Importantly, the 
final future location must be defined in the 
planning of the next development strategy.   

3 Tanawha Creative Arts Precinct 2003                  
The adjacent section of the bushland reserve 
along the eastern boundary off Radbourne 
Road, was investigated in 2003 to determine 
its functional and aesthetic value. This site 
offers a level to undulating landform, with open 
tree studded, sunny areas.  The key to 
development of this area is the ‘Tanawha 
Creative Arts Village’. This is an integral 
component of the gardens, linked along 
pathways, within specialised gardens. 
Importantly this precinct provides a second 
entrance to the Botanic Gardens, with 
carparking, and potentially an ideal site for the 
Gardens Nursery and Maintenance depot.   

4 The Green at Tanawha Golf Course              
The adjacent ‘Green at Tanawha - Golf 
Course’ has been previously examined for 
amalgamation into the Botanic Gardens. This 
site offers great botanic value and aesthetic 
effect, should it become available for purchase.  
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The level to undulating landform, and 
expansive open lawns, provides potential for 
extensive display and research gardens, 
ideally located in full sun conditions suitable for 
much of the Sunshine Coast flora. The existing 
buildings can be repurposed as restaurant and 
conference centre.  Importantly Nursery and 
Maintenance facilities to service the expanding 
gardens, would be ideally located here, and 
offer easy access to all areas of the Gardens.  

5 Energy Efficiency Precinct and 
Amphitheatre         
The ‘Energy Efficiency Precinct’, and the 
‘Amphitheatre, Saddle Lookout Tower and 
Canopy Walk’, were included in the original 
1998 Master Plan, all located at the top of the 
central north/south ridge line, along Wilsons 
Road.  Importantly, this provides a third vehicle 
entrance to the Gardens and carparking, as 
well as options for specialised planting, and 
more adventurous walks.  Given the constantly 
increasing advances in energy, technology and 
science over recent decades, it is easy to see 
why these contemporary facilities all attract a 
new type of Gardens visitor, and are invaluable 
not only as an interesting attraction, but 
importantly as a scientific centre for ongoing 
environment technology. 

The Maroochy Regional Bushland Botanic 
Garden 
It is apparent that if the enlarged and 
integrated ‘Botanic Precinct’ just described is 
established, these five ‘visions for the future’ 
among many others, will ensure that the 
Maroochy Regional Bushland Botanic Garden 
will offer a range of diverse opportunities for 
the wider community to understand and 
experience, the bioregional environments of 
the Sunshine Coast through understanding: 

• celebration of place—reflecting the identity 
and natural beauty of the Sunshine Coast 

• platform for art and interpretation, opening 
up conversations about environment & 
nature 

• hub for community connection & wellbeing, 
supporting inclusive & accessible 
experiences 

• centre for education, innovation and 
research, opportunities to grow into the 
future 

Let’s all ensure this is the way forward for the 
Sunshine Coast Botanic Gardens!  Lawrie 

It seemed very appropriate to include this extract 
from my address to the 30th celebrations for the 
botanic gardens in the Newsletter, as on the day 
there was so much positive comment and 
appreciation expressed by all those who 
attended.  The Sunshine Coast Mayor really 
impressed with her knowledge and support, and 
the members of the vibrant Friends group all 
spoke in glowing terms, and were looking forward 
with extreme anticipation to the next thirty years 
of planning, design and development.  

It was remarkable to see how the areas 
developed across the expansive sloping 82 
hectare mountain side and valley were 
transformed, such that the natural and 
constructed landscapes were visually integral. 
This project is an ideal example to demonstrate 
how the community, many GDSG members, 
have implemented design concepts into reality 
over the past three decades.  
Lawrie 
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Victorian GDSG 

 
Next meeting: 19 July 2026 
Elliston Estate and Rosanna 
Parklands. 

The next garden visit for the newly revived 
group will be to the Merchant Builders ‘Elliston 
Estate’ at Rosanna Parklands in July.  This 
very interesting estate was named for Ellis 
Stones who was engaged by John Ridge and 
David Yencken of Merchant Builders to 
landscape the estate, and by (then) Banyule 
Council to landscape the adjoining Rosanna 
Parklands.              

All welcome! 

April 2026: the recent new Meeting 

The Victorian GDSG met for the first time in 
almost 10 years in April, at Bev Hanson's 
beautiful garden in Warrandyte, with about 20 
people in attendance.  The Victorian group is 
being revived after previously being led by the 
amazing Diana Snape for many years.     

The group is looking forward to regular 
activities and plans to hold four garden visits 
per year, including a visit to Sam Cox's garden 
in Research in late 2026.   

All ideas and suggestions for future group 
activities are very welcome and we would love 
to see you at a meeting.  An important 
question at our first meeting was how younger 
people would like to be involved in the group 
and related activities.  Let us know if you have 
suggestions. 

Please email Bev or Julie if you would like to 
join the group. Please ensure that you first join 
GDSG by contacting Study Group Leader 
Lawrie Smith   Email: gdsg@anpsa.org.au 

Bev Hanson   
bandjhanson@hotmail.com  0488 744 533 

Julie Edwards   
julie@grcontrols.net  0437 396 701 

 

First meeting of Vic GDSG for many years, April 2026. 
Photo: Tim McCarthy 

At the April meeting Bev Hanson provided a 
fascinating presentation on the development of 
her garden since it was first created in the 
early 1970s. What a transformation! The 
photos below show just some of the stages in 
the development of the site and garden.   
Bev's garden was recently featured on ABC 
Gardening Australia. If you missed it you can 
still watch it on ABC iview - Episode 14: 
https://iview.abc.net.au/show/gardening-australia 

In 1969 Bev and John Hanson purchased their 
4ha property in Warrandyte, with views of the 
mountains and superb bushland of Spring 
wildflowers.  The house was built in 1972 with 
main living areas taking advantage of the 
winter sun, garden and views. The many glass 
walls afford a feeling of being in the garden 
from the inside of the house, with different 
vistas created from each room. 

In the garden, plants are carefully chosen to 
complement the area and as they relate to 
each other e.g. A very flat groundcover is 
planted in front of feature rocks with higher 
plants layered back giving depth to the garden. 
The whole garden is designed to flow from one 
area to another, from the exotic to the native, 
the water garden, vegetable/orchard area and 
courtyard – then merge with the indigenous 
bush. 

Bev regards the natural bush as her outer 
garden. Bev and John have put much effort 
into improving this area of bush removing 
weeds and arranging a rabbit eradication 
program involving neighbours resulting in 
ground flora being invigorated. This natural 
area includes 26 different types of ground 
orchids as well as many pea flowers, daisies, 
etc. 

mailto:bandjhanson@hotmail.com
mailto:julie@grcontrols.net
https://iview.abc.net.au/show/gardening-australia
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In 1981 the bush land on two boundaries was 
declared as part of the Warrandyte State Park. 
The property has Land for Wildlife status and 
in 1999 the Hansons put a covenant on the 
property to preserve the bush forever. 

 

The view from family room on north side of the house: 

Earth mounding prior to 1972 landscaping 

 

Rock placement prior to planting 

Planting after 1 year (as depicted in Home Beautiful 
magazine 1974) 

Pathway and planting after 10 years 

South side of the house, ducks in the pond 

The whole garden is designed to flow from one area 
to another, then merge with the indigenous 
surrounding bushland. 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to share your thoughts and 
observations about Bev and her design work. 
The author of the most appropriate comments 
will receive a copy of Bev’s new book “Very 
Warrandyte”. Your significant words will be 
included in the next GDSG Newsletter.                         
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Barbara Comments 
Barbara Buchannan was a talented and long-term 
member of GDSG.  Over many decades she has 
left a legacy of very useful garden planning and 
design observations and suggestions. Selections 
will be republished each Newsletter in this column. 
 

Modern / Formal Gardens  
Barbara Buchanan   Newsletter 70, May 2010  

The Melbourne Age (March 10th.) has a story 
about Wes Fleming’s current plans for a 
garden for the 2010 Chelsea Flower Show. He 
says he feels the way to winning best of show 
is to concentrate more on plants than the hard 
landscaping which has been his past practice 
and is typical of Australian design in contrast to 
that of England.  

As a long-term reader of the RHS journal I 
remember noticing some 5-10 years ago a 
trend in the Chelsea show gardens towards 
hard landscaping at the expense of the plants 
which drew unfavourable comments. The 
message was received, or fashion changed 
and plants again come first. There were some 
“gardens” during the slick minimalist phase that 
really did not fit the name ‘garden’ but collected 
rave reviews for their style. These relied on 
exotic materials used in elaborate 
constructions, and obviously mere plants could 
not be allowed to be obscure such features. 
You and I probably could not source or afford 
most of them and I certainly would not like to 
live with such “gardens”.  

The pendulum in England has swung back 
towards plants and maybe it will here soon too. 
After all what makes us garden? Perhaps it 
depends on who is making the garden, the 
owner or a professional landscaper. As 
gardener-owners I think it is fair to claim our 
gardens are full of plants and we make our 
gardens to work in.  

Many a professional garden is made to 
entertain or otherwise play in. Or maybe just sit 
in and enjoy, but not to do anything in. Some of 
the pieces of this stark minimal scene, can be 
quite beautiful, but they are outdoor living 
spaces, not places where you get dirt under 
your fingernails. Of course, there can be no 
sharp cut off between an outdoor room and a 
working garden, and I am exaggerating with 

the two extreme positions but the contrast in 
way of perceiving gardens is very real. Some 
people just love to fiddle with plants, the more 
they can indulge this love the greater it grows. 
The miracle of a seedling bursting forth, a 
cutting putting out roots, watching for the first 
buds and flowers followed by the next 
generation of seeds, the thrill when a 
serendipitous combination catches the eye, or 
planned groupings have come off; these are 
the sort of things that take me out each day.  

We do relax and unwind in our gardens, but 
not by just sitting and looking. I sometimes 
wish there were some other word to describe 
the outdoor room that would discriminate it 
from a garden. Both are legitimate concepts 
with their own standards and it is plain 
confusing when both are lumped under 
‘garden’.  Of course, professional designers 
produce gardens for gardeners; if I had my 
time here again in my garden, I would seek 
professional advice for an overall plan because 
I have seen how their flair plus experience can 
lead to exciting ways of using space. Then 
perhaps I should have less of a muddle, a 
more practiced eye would almost certainly 
have led to a better use of opportunity.  

Many people regard gardening as just another 
chore but still appreciate a garden ambience. 
These are the folk who turn to professionals (or 
live in a sea of weeds). They are known as 
time poor, although I suspect it is more 
disinterest in the whole magical growth cycle 
that separates them from equally busy people 
who just have to get personally involved. It is 
when designers start to create show gardens, 
or TV producer’s instant makeovers, that the 
rot sets in.  

Naturally a designer wants to stand out, hence 
the use of exotic structures, the search for 
something no-one else has used, anything to 
be different. Show gardens can have a real 
function in displaying new materials and new 
ideas, or maybe that should be recycling 
forgotten ones, little is truly new in gardening. It 
is years since I have seen a live show garden 
as opposed to photographs, but to me show 
gardens have an air of unreality and definitely 
no lived in, homely look. There’s nothing left to 
do! 
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Next Newsletter THEME 

“Contemporary Garden Design”  

Newsletter #135                 October 2026 
 

As a seven year old kid in 1950 I designed 
an imaginary new contemporary home and 
garden on a spectacular site specially for the 
red planet Mars! I wish I still had this drawing 
today, but remember it well as it took large 
steps forward, well away from the traditional 
character of the street where we lived. 
Believe it or not, it embraced a new building 
style, landscape and plants that I imagined 
were suitable for a new planet! 

Today with rapidly expanding population and 
minimal space for new housing, we see lots 
of new innovative approaches to landscape 
being created in our cities, as shown by the 
following images found in various places.  

In the next Newsletter share your 
observations about similar sometimes 
radical new gardens, and how native 
plants have been used to advantage in 
these new contemporary designs.  

Roof top gardens 

Suspended gardens 

Apartment terrace gardens 

Geometrical and axial 

Formal simplicity- less is more 

Green buildings and walls  
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NL Archives 
Issues 124 to 127 

 

The GDSG Newsletter index on the ANPSA 
website, is a great way to search out specific 
ideas and recommendations offered by 
members in relation to garden design over the 
years since the first Newsletter in May 1993.   
There are many gems of inspiration introduced 
by the following excerpts below, that are worth 
re-reading, as they are still as relevant today 
as they were when first published.   
 

Read the full text for these references, as well 
as other articles you find in the GDSG 
Newsletter archives on the ANPSA website.      
 

https://anpsa.org.au/newsletter/garden-design-newsletters/ 

Newsletter #124         November 2023  

Microclimate and Design 
Newsletter theme  

This has to be one of the best compilations of 
articles from around Australia – MUST READ!: 
Townsville, Kojonup WA, Sydney, Mildura, 
Woombye Qld, Stanwell Park NSW, Perth, 
Moonta Bay SA, Sunshine Coast, Warrandyte 
Vic. 
 
Terra Australis Develops Maturity 

 Ben and Ros Walcott, Canberra 
Now the TA Garden is growing bushy, in some 
cases almost too bushy! As you can see from 
these recent photos taken Sept 2023 the area 
of the garden is packed with plants in flower. 
 

Newsletter #125         March 2024 

Garden Serenity 
 Chris Larkin, Melbourne, Vic 

I created this garden to provide a haven for 
birds and other wildlife like frogs and lizards 
and insects. It makes me feel good to share 
my space with the natural world because I see 
that as important. 
 
Australian Landscape Design Ethos 
 Bruce Mackenzie, Landscape Architect Vale 

The need for designers as a body to accept 
the totality of the principle that the only design 
ethos for landscape practice is one based on 
Australian landforms, soils and flora. 
 

Newsletter #126         July 2024 

Use of Rocks in the Garden 
Bev Hanson, Warrandyte, Vic 

It is not necessary to use rocks when 
designing a garden but they certainly add 
interest if positioned in a natural way. The best 
way to learn the art of placing rocks is to take 
the time to study nature.  
 
Toowoomba Native Garden City 

 Lawrie Smith, North Lakes Qld 
Toowoomba is perched on the top of the Great 
Dividing Range some 130 km west of 
Brisbane, and 700 metres higher. There are a 
number of native gardens that take full 
advantage of the temperate climate and the 
rich red volcanic soils. 
 
Native Gardens in Urban Australia 

Dr Matt Pye, Aust Flora Foundation 2019 
This may explain how Australian native plants 
became available but how and why did they 
initially become the preferred selection for the 
informed gardener? Why does the use of 
native plants persist despite the reputation of 
being “scraggly”, “untidy” and “difficult to grow” 
in an urban garden context? 
 

Newsletter #127       November 2024 

Blended Gardens 
Joan Dillon, Sunshine Coast, Qld 

Most gardens with a predominance of native 
plants will contain a wide mix of broadly 
Australian species. So long as they are not 
weeds in your area, year-round flowering, or 
other desirable characteristics can be 
achieved. It is also likely to be the best way to 
encourage other gardeners to try our natives 
in their own gardens. 

 
Trailblazing Horticultural Legend 
Marion Blackwell AM 

Lawrie Smith, Brisbane Q 
Marion explains, "Always in my landscape 
designs, I start off with local species and then 
species from the area around about, then West 
Australian species, then Australian species 
and then the world - in that order - looking for 
the actual, very one plant, for that particular 
position. That's how I think about it all the way 
through."  



 GDSG Newsletter #134 August 2026  

 ANPSA Garden Design Study Group – Newsletter    NL 134.docx page 24 

Membership Matters 
 

A warm welcome to our new members  
We look forward to your active participation in 
your study group . . . . .  
 

• Grace Dando, Yarra Yarra, Vic 

• Madalyn Mayfield, Wattamolla, NSW 

• Evan Norton, Wollongong, NSW 
 

Current membership: 276 
 

Membership of GDSG is free …   
The Garden Design Study Group Newsletter is 
now published four times each year in 
November, February, May, August . . . .   

 
Newsletters are distributed only by email. 
 

Copy deadline: two weeks before the 
publication month, earlier submissions will be 
very warmly welcomed by the Editor.  
 

Newsletter Editor: Lawrie Smith AM  
38 Sandpiper Avenue NORTH LAKES Q 4509  
Phone: 0411 228 900   
Email: gdsg@anpsa.org.au  
 
 

 

TREASURERS REPORT – January 31, 2026 
General account:   
Opening balance  $ 2,508.13 
 Expenses:   
  Glenda Browne  
  Indexing 4 issues GDSG $264.00 
 Income:    
  -----  $0.00 

Closing balance $2,244.13 
  

Term Deposit:  
Opening balance $ 27,750.14                    
 interest to 25/1/26   $1,110.01  
 reinvested @ 4.0% for 12 mths 

Closing balance $ 28,860.15 
    

TOTAL ASSETS: $ 31,104.28 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Authors Check List 
 
Now that the GDSG updated Website is 
operational you will find this check list a useful 
reference as you write stories or articles about 
garden design to be added.  

Following these guidelines will ensure that all 
the relevant site information accompanies the 
text you write. This will ensure readers know 
the main physical issues that have influenced 
the design of the subject garden, and can 
relate it closely to their own local conditions.  

 

Potential site influences: 
(Other items of influence may also need to be considered) 

Topic: Nominate the Newsletter theme, or 

alternatively another subject  

Author:  Name and preferred contact details 

Site location: Town or city, street address, State  

North:  Aspect, influence of sun and shade, 

microclimate 

Climatic Zone: Tropical, sub-tropical, temperate, 

mediterranean, arid, etc 

Topography: Coastal, riverine, plain, foothills, 

tableland, montane, etc   

Slopes:  Level, gentle slope, steep slope, 

undulating,  

Soil Profile:  Subsoil type & depth; Topsoil type & 

depth, pH 

Geological:  Local rock type: sandstone, limestone, 

granite, basalt, other . . .  

Drainage: Surface & subsurface; seasonally dry, 

occasionally moist, always wet, etc 

Environment: Special botanic or ecological site 

relationships 

Photographs:  Send as separate high-resolution 

attachments, not embedded in the text - 

Maximum resolution 2 - 3 MB; Add a 

caption to each photograph if necessary, 

or otherwise state No Caption.    

mailto:gdsg@anpsa.org.au

