
australian plants for containers 

Dear Everyone, 
Well, it's been quite a while 

since Issue 14, mainly due to the 
fact that I have been vastly over- 
committed with being ASGAP 
President and SGAP Victoria 
Newsletter Editor. However, this 
will be my last Newsletter to you 
as I have been fortunate in talking 
Juiie McGregor of Terrigai into 
being the Leader of the Group. She 
will introduce herself to you no 
doubt, but she has the SGAP 
Central Coast (NSW) behind her as 
there is a separate Container Group 
within that SGAP Group. No 
doubt there will lots that they can 
learn together. I still have a great 
interest in the Study Group how- 
ever, and shall grow and report on 
my successes and/or failures of 
growing plants in containers to the 
Study Group. 

Hopefully you won't need to 
wait so long between Newsletters. 
Because of the long wait for a 
Newsletter, I shall recommend that 
you all remain financial members 
for a further 12 months. There is 
enough funds in the bank to cover 
the photocopying and postage of 
several Newsletters. 

This Newsletter contains an 
article on growing Callistemons 

and palms in pots Julie lives in an 
area where rainforest plants no 
doubt do very well, so we'll look 
forward to other articles on grow- 
ing these types of plants in contain- 
ers. They don't do all that well 
here right on the southern ocean. 

The weather has been mild and 
quite dry here with only light rain 
for the Autumn break. In fact the 
soil is very dry for most of the 
garden. (This is in vast contrast to 
other areas I know, but we have 
missed out on rain for quite a while 
and our normally green and lush 
paddocks are quite the opposite). 
This has meant lots of watering of 
the container plants, but growth 
and flowering has been both good. 
The beauty of growing plants in 
containers of course, is their 
versatility for display and design 
purposes. If a container is not 
doing all that well, it can be moved 
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to a less conspicuous spot to be 
repotted, pruned and fed, in readi- 
ness for its return to favour at some 
later date. An example of this at 
present is a Correa alba pinkform, 
which I cut back hard last year 
after flowering as it had become 
lanky. The result is a bushy, heathy 
plant smothered with flowers. 

The daisy family of plants are 
excellent examples of plants which 
need pruning on a fairly regular 
basis. I need to grow most of my 
really good daisies in containers 
here because otherwise the rabbits 
chew them off or dig them out 
despite my efforts to protect them. 

Are you keeping records of what 
plants you grow and in what sized 
container and the mixture you are 
using? For example my own 
records are useful as are photos 
taken of the containers. (My 
camera has the date recorded on 
the print - very useful for jogging 
the memory). 

Well, that will be all f roh  me, 
please give Julie your full support. 

Cherree Densley 
Leader 

A5GAP Australian Plants 
for Containers Study 

, Group. 



Trix Chambers from Kilsyth, 
Victoria writes- 
Waving joined the Container 
Group, I came home from Ballarat 
and had a good look at my collec- 
tion of pots and came to the con- 
clusion that most of them are there 
because I've not had time to plant 
them into the garden! Inevitably 
there are casualties, but as most of 
them are my own propagations so 
no great loss, The ones I really 
regret are those I've paid for, or 
have been given to me. 
I have a paved area shaded by a 
Chinese elm and the available space 
has dwindled as I brought up 
flowering pots from the back 
garden - first of all the correas 
were moved up, then before they 
finished flowering the prostantheras 

have their turn. The croweas seem have a Calytrixfraseri, Conastylis 
to stay there because their foliage is setigera and a small grevillea. They 
so attractive. I have several hollow are all growing quite well in the 
logs with holes about 20cm in one large pot, but I am beginning 
diameter and I wonder if these are to think I may have been a bit 
large enough and what would be ambitious, putting them all to- 
suitable to plant in them. (ED - I gether. I will see what happens. 
have found that the smaller growing 
Kangaroo Paws and Leschenaulhas 
are great in hollow logs - and very 
colourful too. I just use a commer- 
cial potting mix, Trix). 
Rosaiind St Clair from Mt Helen 
near Ballarat writes - 
I am more interested in practising 
growing plants in containers. Inside 
I have a Kauri Pine, Firewheel tree 
and Qcad all of which are fairly 
small yet - thank goodness as they 
can grow quite large. Outside I 

nd I encourage all t o  write 
i th  thoughts, interests, 

deas, your favourites and 
our reliable successes, 

1. Anigozanthos 'Bush Ranger'and 
Adenanthus sericea in hollw logs 
at Killarney. Photographed in 
December. Now in April, the 
Adenathus is three times the size 
and the Kangaroo Paws are just 
coming up into flower spikes 
again. Of course excellent drainage 
is provided using the hollow logs. 
When using hollow logs, remem- 
ber to ram in the soil in the bottom 
very well, otherwise you will get 
the soil sinking and falling out. 



GROWING 

IN POTS 
Byron Williams 

Kew 

I started growing 
Callistemons some 25 years ago 
in the Melbourne suburb of Kew. 
It didn't take me long to realise 
that if these plants were regularly 
pruned each year, fertilized and 
given a little tender loving care, 
they turned out quite different to 
the many Callisternon bushes I 
had seen in and around Mel- 
bourne with their twisted gnarled 
grey limbs and hundreds of old 
seed pods, some dating to the 
first year of flowering. I soon had 
a garden full of them: beautiful 
bushy shrubs rewarding me with 
masses of bottlebrush flowers 
every year from mid October to 
late November. 

I then encountered the di- 
lemina every Australian plant 
enthusiast has to deal with 
sooner or later. I had no more 
space available on my standard 
sized suburban house block to 
plant my ever increasing collec- 
tion of Callistemons! 

One hot summers day I was 
walking through Melbourne city 

centre when I came across a 
water tanker providing water for 
a number of semi advanced 
English trees growing in large 
concrete tubs situated along the 
city footpath. Why couldn 't 1 do 
the same thing with some ofmy 
Callistemons? 

I have now been growing 
these plants in large plastic pots 
for a number of years with good 
results. My efforts have been 
rewarded with some excellent 
results. The main essentials are a 
reasonably large sized pot, good 
drainage, good soil and regular 
fertilizing and watering. 

By growing them in large pots 
the shrub is immune from the 
effects of unfavourable soil types, 
poor garden aspect and can be 
moved out of the ravages of the 
Victorian climate, be it high heat, 
wind, rain, hail, snow or frost. 
Further, in the flowering season 
the pots can be grouped together 
to take advantage of the varia- 
tions of colour of the brushes. 
Imagine three or four pots to- 
gether with flowering brushes in 
colours of white, red, pink and 
mauve. ! 

I normally use large black 
plastic pots which are about 
50cm diameter and 40cm in 
depth and can be purchased in 
nurseries for about $12 to $1 5 
each. Remember good drainage 
is essential for growing any 
plants in pots. My pots are filled 
with good rich natural garden 
loam from a stock of last years 
leaf compost and lots of decaying 
leaf material. I mulch the surface 
soil with old Eucalyptus and 
Photinia leaves. All the plants 
are staked and tied and each pot 
is labelled with a permanent 
marking pen on coloured PVC 
sticky tape, with the name of the 
plant and date of planting and 
whether it is a cutting or seedling 

(if known). 
The fertilizer used is blood 

and bone, applied on a wet soil 
surface and carefully watered in 
within the pot. This is applied a 
couple of times a year, once in 
Autumn and again in August 
before the flowering time com- 
mences. (Don't use too much 
fertilizer at this time as the flower 
buds can turn to leaves!) An 
application of sulphate of potash 
in early September will give you 
the colour that only southern 
grown Callistemons can pro- 
duce. 

Callistemons in large pots can 
have problems with scale, par- 
ticularly if they are sheltered (as a 
result of lack of air movement) 
and with this comes the problem 
of ants. Control of scale should 
keep the ants down. Sometimes 
in bad cases of scale, one is 
forced to use white oil, but for 
the most part, a fine spray of high 
pressure water from the hose will 
get rid of scale. 

Callistemons in large pots 
should be pruned just like those 
in the garden. Prune back behind 
the flower heads as soon as they 
fade, usually early December in 
Melbourne, a little earlier on the 
coast. Depending on the age of 
the plants, you can, if necessary, 
shape the bush at that time, too. 
Some flower regularly every 
year, year after year, whilst 
others for various reasons, miss a 
year or turn around and flower in 
Autumn instead. These variations 
can be caused by pruning too 
hard or not enough, fertilizing at 
the wrong time, variations in 
water and the seasons. But, in 
general, if you treat your plants 
right, they will reward you with a 
floriferous display as only 
Callistemons can. 



Callistemons, but not all, grow in 
swampy and bog conditions. 
Make sure that these plants get 
plenty of water in the warmer 
months. They can also dry out 
quickly in Winter, i f  the pots are 
kept under cover or  in a sheltered 
position. 

A word of caution, get your- 
self a little two wheeled trolley to 
niove your pots, otherwise you 
risk doing the old back in; large 
pots can get quite heavy when 
filled with soil and even a me- 
dium sized plant. 

Varieties of Callistemons 
I've found that you can grow 

most of these types of  plants in 
large pots, provided you are 
prepared to look after them with 
regular fertilizing, pruning and 
watering. Obviously the smaller 
varieties will be more stiited for 
pot c~llture and are easier to 
I~andle. Some worth 11aving a go 
in large pots would be C 'White 
Anzcrc', C 'Captain Cook', C 
' t i i f l e  John : 2 pityoides 
'C'ohhei .~~ r Dwarf' and C. 
,oec/~.~\onii 

also having another flush of flowers 
four months later. 

PALMS N CONTA 
Some palms make fast vigorous 

growth and soon outgrow their 
containers if they are grown in 
suitable locations. Of course, there 
are snlaller growing species which 
will be more suitable in the longer 
term. 

Grow them out of the sun whilst 
young plants, and give them protec- 
tion from the wind or cold 
draughts. They do not like frosty 
conditions either. 

Water freque~itly never allowing 
them to dry out completely. If 
plants are in a position where they 
get rain, watch carefully to see if it 
is sufficient as most potting mixes 
need flooding with the hose right to 
the top of the container. Rain rarely 
does this. Hose down the foliage 
occasionally too to get rid of dust 
and to discourage pests. 

Repotting may be necessary 
every two 01- three years and if you 
have large plants in large contain- 
ers, the11 this can be a clifficirlt 
task. When plants become too larse 
to l~aiidle, t i~en  pcrliaps i t  is rime to  

transfer these plants into a suitable 
place in the garden. Repotting can 
be done at most times of the year, 
but Spring and early Summer are 
recommended by the experts. 

Perhaps someone with n1.o 
palms could reyot them at cfijj5erent 
times of the year and keep records 
of their success. 

Fertilizing when the plants show 
signs of needing it is probably too 
late. Experiment with this aspect 
too, but in my general experience, 
fertilizing when the weather warms 
up in the Spring and then again in 
mid-Summer seenis to work best. 

Palms make ideal plants for a 
south facing protected porch or 
under tall trees with a moderate 
canopy of foliage providing 'shelter 
fro111 strong winds. They look good 
in Australian plant gardens in areas 
where eucalypts are maturing 
sufficiently to prevent the 
understory from flowering as you 
would like i t .  Fill the area w ~ t h  
potted palms, but don't have them 
o u t  of reach of the hose' 




