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Greetings to everyone. I am getting this newsletter out by mid November before you all become too busy with 
Christmas and the Year 2000 celebrations. 
Starting on a positive note - it was great to hear from Kris Schaffer who went up to Brisbane for the ASGAP 
conference - her letter is a major part of this newsletter. 1 am grateful to Cherree Densley who attended the 
ASGAP Study Group leaders' meeting on our behalf. Colin Cornford (Leader of the Melaleuca and Allied 
Genera Study Group) kindly provided some lovely pots for a display organised by Jan Sked (our current 
Study Group Co-ordinator), along with the poster and some promotional handouts, A big "thank you" to you 
all. 

Colin has written about some of his plants in containers. For us in the cooler climes of this big 
country, they are a new and most interesting variety. I did enjoy looking up many of these in various books. 
(And quite a challenge for my Spell-Check!) What a variety of plants we can grow in containers - they are fun 
too. 

Last week we visited Marilyn Sprague's Indigenous Nursery and Wildflower Farm near Bendigo at 
Mandurang - a "must visit" if anyone is in the area. Marilyn had some lovely pots too. One which particularly 
took my attention was a Correa "Dusky Bells" grown as a standard (65cm high) and 'topiarised'. It was 
growing in a square Tuscan design container it looked great. 

Here's hoping your summer pots flourish and grow. I've just used a wetting agent "Wettasoil" again 
this month (September), 1 put an application on in December and mid-March and feel that it was well 
worthwhile. 

My warmest greetings to you all for Christmas and the year 2000. And as a New Year's resolution for 
you and a present for me - let's hear from all of you! 

ASGAP biennial conference - Brisbane, July 1999 
It was good to hear from Jan Sked (who is the newly appointed Study Group Liaison Officer) that the 
Conference went well despite a number of people catching a 'flu virus. I am grateful to Jan who organised for 
our Study Group to have a display. I had sent her one of our coloured posters and some handouts about the 
Group . 1 quote from her recent letter: 
"We had a corridor at the Women's college for Study Group displays and everyone was most impressed with 
them. All the brochures of your Study Group were taken so 1 hope you get some enquires from that. Colin 
Cornford, the Melaleuca Study Group leader provided me with various container plants to augment the 
display. They included Ardisia plafyrachis, Prumnopitys ladei, Syzygium wilsonii, S. leuhmanii, a variegated 
Wesfringia, Peperomia sp., and Psiloturn nudum, (a magnificent specimen)." 

A special thank you to Jan and Colin for their help and support. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Subscriptions of $8.00 for Australian members and $10.00 for overseas members. FEES WERE DUE 
ON 1 JULY 1999. 
For the members who have not yet paid their 99100 subscriptions, a red dot in the box is a second and 
final reminder. Cheques should be made out to the Aust Native Plants for Containers SIG and fowarded to 
Pat Webb, 18 Landscape Court. Balnarring, 3926. 



study group guidelines - what are our aims? 

In the Guidelines provided by ASGAP for the running of Study Groups, there is a request for the Groups to 
define and state their aims "Aims should be kept broad" is the suggestion. 
I ask you to consider the following and invite you to comment and give your ideas. 

To develop a wider understanding of Australian plants 
grown in containers, their potential and use. 

To share experiences with other members. 

To promote the wider use of growing Austmlian plants in containers. 

- more news from Kris Schgffer in Queensland (August) 
An inferesfing tetfer from Kris to share with you. She lives in Neika, Tasmania on the slopes of Mount 
Wellington, but is writing from Cairns in far north Queensland - a long way from home and a very diflerenf 
climate. Kris has just been affending the ASGAP Conference in Brisbane. 

"My brother is in the landscaping business and Keira (Kris' daughter) and I have been helping out. 
Gardening in the tropics is so different to my mountain sub-alpine environment. We have raked the pools of 
palm leaves, swept the hibiscus flowers from the paths, watched the sun-birds search for a nesting place, 
made friends with Harry the giant tree frog that lives in the bathroom and learned how to kill cane toads. (lots 
of fun, Kris!). 
My brother is an expert at growing indoor plants in his large home and has the most handsome of specimens. 
His garden looks like something out of a flashy magazine. He also has an understanding of palms and ferns 
that I can" even begin to keep up with. And he is interested in bushfoods except that his are rather more 
prolific in fruit and stature than ours in Tassie. 

During the post-Conference tour we went to Yuruga Nursery on the Atherton Tablelands. Yes! It was 
like heaven. Peter and Ann Radke gave us all a gift of plants. We were given labels to mark our own plants 
with the help of their staff. 1 asked Ann if they had any provenance form of Rhododendron lochae to take 
home with my pride and joys. I am particularly interested for our Australian Plants Nursery in Hobart and for 
our upcoming Gondwana Flower Show in 2001 - Container plants of course. 

Lomafia fraxinifolia - Proteaceae. Many years ago 1 was given two of these - one 1 kept and one I 
gave to another nursery friend, but we both lost them. 1 shall try again and keep them in the hot-house over 
winter". (I read in Elliot & Jones that this plant can grow to 6-20 metres in N.E. Queensland rainforesf and is 
usually found af altitudes above 1000m.- ed). 

(You may remember fhaf Kris wrote about Prionotes cerinthoides growing with her Rhododendron 
lochae in Newslefler #2 1. She continues in her letter). . . . . . 

"I found at Yuruga Nursery - Agapetes meiniana - Ericaceae, the same family as Prionotes. This 
rather unusual plant has been observed growing as a large straggly cluster of arching branches in the forks 
of massive rainforest trees at an altitude of 1000m. From this clump, Wo large lianes reached to the ground; 
it is presumed that they were part of two plants growing together. It was impossible to positively determine if 
this was correct as the plants were about 30 metres above the ground, They formed a large swollen stem 
from which long, slender, arching branches were produced. This plant has proved to be successful in 
cultivation when treated as an epiphytic 
species. (ref Nafive Planfs of Queensland, Vol. I ) .  1 have propagated from these two plants for my brother, 
and others are to befriend the fern tub specimens at home of R.lochae and Prionotes. 
(Kris asked if anyone has any more information, would they please lef her know d o  the Study Group). 

Syzygium moorei - a rare lowland rainforest tree from southern Queensland. 1 propagated one for my 
brother and shall try it as a container plant with Lomandra fraxinifolia in the hot-house. 

Mischocarpus lachnocarpus - (another tree found in the highland rainforest between the Atherton 
Tableland and Eugella - ref Elliot €4 Jones). 

Davidsonia pruriens (Davidson's plum). Ann and Peter had a potted plant on display on the post- 
conference tour, (A decorafive plant gaining popularity as a fub specimen. If is sfow growing, remaining a 
useful size for a long period. The leaves are pinnafe, dark green. Ref 'Xusfralian Native Rants for Indoors - D. 
& P. Ratclifle). 



I have been inspired by Geof Simmons notes on Araucarfa bidwilli - Bunya pine - and have bought one for 
myself and a friend. 

Buckinghamia celsissima - Ivory Curl tree. This will be a container plant until I can propagate from it, 
and then risk in the garden. As I said earlier, I'm hoping most of these plants will be display plants for the 
2001 Hobart Flower Show. 

NB: To bring these plants back to Tasmania I rang the Quarantine Authority in May to find out the 
requirements. We have the accreditation of the Nursery and the certificate. I shall carry them in a special bag 
as hand luggage on the plane. I shall also g~ve them a spray of Fosject 200 fungicide just for my own peace 
of mind. The plants have been isolated - kept off the ground and away from my brother's backyard nursery. 

The aftercare will be a challenge as snow and very cold conditions will be around until October, What 
we "plant addicts" do to plants!! 

(Good luck, Kris - I wonder how the journey and the afiercare is going? We shall enjoy a 
fuflher instalmenf next year sometime. Thank you for a most interesting letter - ed). 

<>:><><><> 
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(Colin Cornford, who is Leader of fhe Melaleuca and Allied genera Sfudy Group, provided confainer pianfs af 
the Brisbane ASGAP Conference for a disptay with our Container Group poster. I wrote to thank him and 
asked if he would fell about some of his container plants - ed,). 

From Colin Cornford, Bracken Ridge, Queensland 

"I am afraid there is not a lot of science involved in my growing of container plants, but for what it is worth - 
here goes.. , 
The Psiloturn nudum is growing in a plastic water-well hanging basket and has been there now for some five 
years. Originally, this basket contained a plant of Scaevola "Purple Fanfare" but this died out after some five 
years. While the basket was empty and I was contemplating what to do with it, the plant of Psilofum nudum 
appeared so I decided to let it grow to see what happened - and it has thrived. The potting mix in this basket 
is now some ten years old but still seems to be maintaining the plant quite satisfactorily although it does get a 
dose of 'Nutricote' occasionally and also gets a dose of liquid fertiliser, such as 'Charlie Carp' or similar, now 
and then. The potting mix is one of the standard commercial mixes and appears to have lasted very well even 
though it is starting to get a bit soggy. This basket is hanging on the eastern side of a shadecloth-covered 
pergola where it gets the sun until about midday in summer but gets very little in winter. The plant has now 
almost filled the container and is probably due for repotting but I am not sure whether to just shift it to a larger 
container or whether to attempt to break it up into smaller plants. The problem with shifting it to a larger 
container is that it tends to become too heavy to handle. 

We have a good specimen of Prumnopitys tadei growing in a 34cm pot in the carport and which is 
now some 1.5 metres high. This is growing on the southern side of the carport where it only gets a small 
amount of late-afternoon sun in November-December. The lack of sun does not seem to worry it as, at 
present, it is covered in new growth. This species is very tolerant of low-light conditions and is also tolerant of 
dryish conditions as it does dry out to some extent occasionally. The plant is growing in standard potting mix 
which does get boosted now and then with Nutricote or liquid fertiliser. 

The majority of our container plants are growing in hanging baskets, either plastic water-well baskets 
or wire baskets lined with coir or paper-bark, but we do have a number of plants growing in baskets lined with 
coir or paper-bark, but we do have a some plants growing in containers(pots) of various sizes. In all cases, 
standard potting mixes are used and, to date, they have given good results. I do not buy the cheap potting 
mixes and try to find those with the Australian Standard ticks. I find cheap potting mixes are not reliable and 
do not produce good results. 

The plants we have growing in containers include: various Syzygium species, Linospadix 
monostachya, Ardisia pachyrrachis, Pilidiostigrna veitchii, various Cycad species including Macrozamia lucida 
and Lepidozamia peroffskyaria and a few exotics like Spafhiophyllum and Anthurium, Plants being grown in 
hanging baskets include: various ferns including Davallia pyxidafa, Drynaria whiteii, a small-leafed native 
Peperomia species, Platecerium veifchii, Rhododendron locheii and a few other exotic ferns and foliage 
plants. 

Our pride and joy in the container plants world are five hanging baskets of the North Queensland 
Tassel fern - Lycopodium sp. of which we have three different species. They spend all their time in a 
shadecloth-covered fernhouse and I have been able to propagate successfully from these which are doing 
quite well. 

Why do I like growing container plants? I suppose it is because, once established, they don't need a 
lot of attention except for regular watering, particularly during long hot, dry periods, and the addition of an 
occasional dose of fertiliser. So far 1 have experienced very few problems with insect or fungal pests. I can 
look out of my computer room and see numerous hanging baskets of fern and other plants and I guess this 
makes it all worthwhile - it is very relaxing. 



(There is an excellent picture in Australian Plants for Indoors of a Lywpodium phlegmaria. What a graceful 
plant this is with bright green pendant branches, divided at the ends info long tassels. 

Reading about the Lycopodium species in Etliot and Jones is most interesting. This is a large genus 
of about 450 species with about I 9  species occurring in Australia. There are apparently two disfinct-growfh 
habits within fhe genus. The terrestrial species have a wiry, offen creeping, rhizome; ,the other distinctive 
group grows on rocks and frees. Their aftracfive growth habit and foliage grown in shadehouse or 
glasshouse. Do read about fhis family - I found it fascinating. 
Thank you Colin, for your letter) 

The Look of the Games 

from SGAP Queensland Region bulletin - June 1999 

"..,Twenty five thousand potted trees and shrubs and over one thousand bedding plants are to be used at the 
Sydney 2000 Olympics to create a unique "Look of the Games". 
What are these potted trees and shrubs? It would be great to hear more about the species being used, Their 
care and maintenance over the period of the Games too would make interesting reading. Lets hope someone 
in New South Wales keeps us posted. 

pat's soots 

In March this year I decided to keep a monthly diary about my containers, with what 1 am growing, what I 
plant and information about current care and maintenance. It is so easy in a full and busy life to forget when 
one does cerlain things so I felt it would be nice to know in a couple of years what has been successful, and 
what not. 
From the Julv entry techanaulfia formosa (orangelyellow) and t. bifoba together in one pot are all in full 
flower - most colorful near the front door. 6. biloba - a bit straggly but a lovely blue and contrasts well with the 
6. formosa - I should have tip-pruned them earlier. When I did prune, I brought the cut flowers inside and 
they lasted a few days. Will try some cuttings over the summer in case the parent plant does not survive. (In 
mid October the Lechanaultias are still flowering profusely). 
Auaust Time to start thinking of Spring and Summer. Containers planted (1) Leptorhycus tenuifolius - whilst 
cutting back and tidying in the front garden, I found some rooted cuttings and decided to try them in a low 
container. (At the end of September they are doing well and spreading over the pot). 
(2)  Repotted Goodenia humilis and Nablomium {now Ammobium) calyceroides. I have grown these in 
shallow containers for a few years and they go well between the larger pots on our south-facing patio 
through the summer). 
(3) Rhodanthe anthernoides (Paper Cascade) after the success of my first pot - must have another coming 
on. 
(4) Brachycome affenuifo/ia,B.Piliga Posy, and B. multifida - all in one container. 
Tip-pruned the Lagarosfrobus franklennii - Huon Pine - brought the prunings in for 'greenery' in a vase - it 
lasts for ages. 
October My Daisies (planted in August) are coming into flower. And the four pots of Dendrobium spp. - after 
two months of spectacular flowering, are now just fading - soon to go into their summer position in the garden 
and have some 'tucker'. 

bonsai 
Yes, I've become quite interested. Did you see the programs on "Gardening Australia" with Ted Poynter from 
Clayton who had some lovely Australian bonsai? In August we visited "The Imagination Tree" - a bonsai 
nursery in Monbulk. Peter Sweeney has a stall at Southbank in Melbourne eaich Sunday and I have watched 
him at work there, pruning, cutting and replanting when in the city. I was disappointed at how few Australian 
plants he had at the Nursery. He potted up one of my Huon Pines and I bought some clipperlpruners. 1 now 
have "in training" two Huon Pine, Kunzea ericoides (now 3 years old), an Allocasuarina lifforalis and a 
Rulingia hermannifolia - out in flower at the moment - a delight, so dainty and suited to this form of growing. I 
refuse to become too involved - but oh!, I see how it could get you in!! However in my really 'old age' it will be 
fun. I do find the energy factor in the garden much depleted. One can work on bonsai at bench height; no 
back bending and the plants are light and easy to manoeuvre. Lots going for it. I shall not be using much 
wire, mainly shaping by pruning. (I have used some wire on my Kunzea ericoidesj. 



from Cherree Densley, Killarney, Victoria (September) 
I have just planted out two large low and wide terracotta bowls with an 'orange' combination and a 'sparky' 
combination. 
Orange combination - Anigozanthos "Bush Glow", Grevillea - orange prostrate form of one of the Poorinda 
hybrids, and Boronia megastigma - a brown with orange tones. 
Sparky combination - deep blue of Lechanaultia biloba, bright pink of Pimelia ferruginea "Bonne petite" and 
sparkling white Hypocalymna angusfifolium. 

I used Safeway potting mix without any additional sand or fertiliser, so it should be interesting to see how 
they grow - they certainly look fantastic at present and are a bright combination to greet visitors as they come 
in the front gate. 

Cherree wrote in her fetter about a 'three tub display' outside fhe entrance fo fhe Botanic Garden in Canberra 
last summer. "These flowers were in soft pinks, yellows and grey - a very beautiful combination. I cannot give 
the names but there appear to have been Ptilotus, Vedicordias amongst some daisies - a summer 
combination". Cherree did include a photograph buf it would not do if justice to reprinf in black and whife. The 
three containers used were terracofta pipes. 

from Australian Daisy Study Group newsletter #54 (July 1999) - Judy Barker 
Rhodanfhe condensafa: This annual has seldom been tried in cultivation. An open sunny situation in well- 
drained soil is preferred. The compact habit, and contrast between leaves and flowers make it a pleasing 
subject for small containers. it should do well in coastal sands. This species dries well. 

Svnonvms: Helipterum condensaturn; Argyrocome condensata. 
Derivation: condensafa - crowded together, a reference to the arrangement of the flower-heads in 

clusters. 
Distribution and habitat: WA. Occurs on the coast between the Murchison River and Shark Bay. 

Grows on coastal dunes. 
Descri~tion: A dense, low-growing annual to 25cm, subtly sweet-scented. Stems branch at and above 

the base, and bear a mixture of woolly hairs and short stiff hairs. Leaves are alternate, mid-green, sessile, 1- 
6cm x 2-6cm, narrow-oblong to linear. Margins often wavy and the base slightly decurrent. Woolly and stiff 
hairs are present on both surfaces. Flower-heads are white, crowded together in dense terminal clusters, 1- 
4cm across. Individual heads are cylindrical, 4-5mm long and 4mm across, containing 10-13 florets, all fertile. 
The bracts are in rows, outer bracts papery and woolly, inner bracts having white, slightly radiating blades 
with frilly margins. The blades have corrugated surfaces, and the cells at the margins are raised. Fruits are 
brown, obovoid, 1.5-2 x 0.6-lmm, with a moderate covering of short white hairs. The carpopodium is a cream 
ring, relatively broad. The pappus is 4mm long, composed of 14-16 evenly plumose white bristles. In 
cultivation plants are more open and less woolly. 

Flowerina oeriod: In its natural habitat it flowers from August to October; in cultivation from 
September to November, but the white clusters begin to form in August. 

Pro~asation: Dormancy lasts 6-18 months in storage at room temperature. Seed germinates poorly in 
20-25 days. A 24 hour soak in SlSP (don't ask us ed!) prior to sowing increases germination. Some success 
has been achieved by sowing on a 2cm layer of beach sand over potting mix. Best sowing time is autumn, but 
seedlings need protection in cold wet conditions. (Sounds well wodh trying in a container -ed.) 

From Liesbeth Uijtewaalde Vries, The Netherlands 
We have had a lovely summer with a lot of sunshine. So, a lot of watering pots too. Some plants were such 
soaks that they needed watering twice a day, like Acacia venticillafa. But, giving it a larger container (it's 
having a 12 litre pot now) would mean a much larger plant as a result. But it's so big already (2.5 metres high 
and a metre wide) ..... and prickly ..... and since it has a nice shape without any bare wood I don't feel like 
pruning it either. 1 may provide it with a large saucer in winter where it can keep a spare amount of water. By 
the way, I never found a so-called self watering pot down here; what sort of thing is it? 
I'm very glad 1 pruned my unsightly Callistemons and Melaleucas. They look a lot better now. They won't 
flower a second time in autumn this year but that's no problem. 



And thanks for the Newsletter, it's getting more and more interesting! And such an honour, one of my pictures 
on the front page! 
There's some exciting news (for me anyway): Bert will be leaving for Melbourne in two weeks, leaving here 
I 7  September and returning 5 October. He'll have some time to look around (I told him not to return until he'd 
seen a bit of the country and the flowers) between attending a congress, visiting authourities etc. I managed 
to get a stocklist from Kuranga - quite a collection they have! - and he'll go there too. One of his colleagues 
appeared to go there quite often so maybe he'll take Bert there. He has never been to Australia before, I love 
the idea that he'll be able to see a little of what I have seen. And of course, he'll be able to bring some 
Osmocote for Natives. 
Latest News: the postie just brought my first Kuranga Newsletter! Great, it looks very interesting. Don't have 
time to read it right now unfortunately. Some Callisternons are looking reproachfully at me through the 
window, it's time to pay attention to them. The weather is lovely, some plants need staking and quite a few 
need a larger pot; I have to think of winter again! So there's quite a lot of work to be done. Last week I sorted 
out the plants; I1ve.got too many (cuttings strike so well this year, incredible) and I'll try and find a new home 
for them at our meeting tonight. They still have to be labeled properly, 
Apart from all that, 1 still have to finish an article for our journal of the (Dutch) container plant society. This is 
my second year of a series on (yes!) Australia and Australian plants. It's on the flower emblems now. I'm one 
of the editors and since few of the members in the country write contributions I thought I might as well write 
down the many things I read about the subject. If they get sick of Australia they should write articles 
themselves! ( I  recognise the problem! - ed) 

from Lorna George, Australian Plants Society, Central Coast NSVV 
CHRISTMAS TREES 
I suspect some of our Christmas Trees in Pots have had to go out into gardens - not sure of the state of play 
there! However I still have eight in pots - 2 Syzygiurn francisii, 2 Callitis rhomboides, 2 Podocarpus ekatus and 
One (personal choice) Kauri Pine (Agathisrobusta). Quite apart from possible Christmas Tree choice, the 
following comments may be useful as plants used as container plants. 

Agafhis robusfa (Kauri Pine) This has proved a most attractive container specimen with its glossy 
green leaves and brownish new growth. The pine started in a tube, aprroximately 20cm in height in 
December 1996. Just on three years later it is now in a 33cm pot and a branch tip-to-tip width of about 74cm. 
It stands outside, northerly aspect, in heavily dappled shade. I don't know how much longer it can remain in 
this pot but to date there are no protruberant roots. It really is a delightful container plant. (I would repof fhis 
plant aRer fhe summer, having pruned if's roofs and branches - ed.) 

Syzygiurn francisii Two plants, approximately 15cm in height in tubes in December 1996. Both are 
now in 33cm pots. One approx.78cm high x 60cm, the other 62x80cm wide. neither have yet protruberant 
roots; bothare outside in shade. Both Syzygiums have just produced a brilliant display of new growth - I have 
grave doubts they can be persuaded to produce another flush for Christmas! This is another most attractive 
container plant. 

Podocarpus elafus (Plum Pine). These two plants were both 22cm high in tubes in December 1996. 
One is now in a 36cm pot, approx. 160crn high x 73cm wide. The roots of this are begining to protrude so its 
future as a container plant is giving food for thought! It is in quite heavy shade and did not produce a flush of 
colorful new growth. The other one is in a 33cm pot and is in a more exposed position with morning sun. It is 
less robust but produced a lovely flush of new growth, These Plum Pines have been attractive container 
plants for three years but I do not know as yet whether they can be kept in containers much longer, All of 
these have been minimum care plants - have been potted on as required and given an ocasional fertilising 
with Osmocote Plus. 

Callifris rhomboides. Two plants were obtained in mid-1997 as tube stock. Now both are in 33cm 
pots, one is approx 144cm high x 56cm width. The other is considerably smaller having been "pruned" by a 
marauding calf which took the middle out of it! The result has been that new leaders are tentatively growing 
and the plant has thickened considerably in lower growth. I had understood that pruning of the growing tip of 
a conifer was likely to have dire results. Am watching these two with interest. 
(Delighted to hear from you, Lorna, and hope that you continue fo feel much beffer - Pat.) 

/ read in Elliot & Jones Encyclopaedia of Australian Plants Vo1.7 that Podocarpus elatus is Suifable for 
bonsai, if also responds well to regular pruning and clipping. " As you have fwo plants, Lorna - why not be bold 
wifh one, pruning roots and branches to rnainfain it in a pot or container of a convenient size for you. Worfh a 
try? - Ed. 



Looking back ... 
From the first Newsletter of this Study Group in September 1984, Margaret Barbour was Leader in Wagga 

Wagga. "Spring is very evident here, despite two months of rain and cold with just an occasional beautiful 
day when it is possible to enjoy the Australian plants blooming in our gardens, and also the Acacias covering 
the hillsides and roadsides in a blaze of gold. 
An afternoon spent wandering through species of Wakea, Grevillea, Acacia, Eucalyptus spp and Eremophila 
suggest to me that we should experiment with container planting of larger plants even if it is only possible to 
enjoy their beauty for a limited time". 
Margaret went on later to suggest "that we should find a flowering plant to challenge the Azalea. Every 
Garden Centre, nursery or supermarket has display shelves covered with Azaleas at this time of year". 

(Ed - Not much has changed. As I walked down Morningfon Main Street's Wednesday Market, which 
has several plant stalls, I saw only some Brachymme multifida, a Kentia palm and a few ferns but these 
were not well labelled and certainly not all Australian ferns.) 

1 found a letter from Jan Sked, our current ASGAP Study Group Coordinator from a Newsletter in 
June 1984 
"My favourite foliage plants are the ones with gold under their leaves - Amorspermum anfilogum, (Brown 
Pear Wood), Argyrondendron frifoliafum, (Brown Tulip Oak), Grevillea pinnatifida, (White Oak), Opisthiolepis 
heterophylia, (Blush Silky Oak), also Croton insularis, (Silver Croton) with silver under the leaves. I also like 
the plants with interesting textures and prickles. Ficus wronata and F.fraseri, (the Sandpaper figs) have 
very rough textured leaves. 

Two excellent indoor plants are the Scheflera actinophylla, (Umbrella tree) and Agafhis robusfa, 
(Kauri pine). Both plants can remain indoors for long spells without really suffering - tolerant of air- 
conditioning also. Naturally they are even better if they can be rested outdoors from time to time." (Do you 
remember this, Jan? - ed) 

notes from Kuranga Nursety ""Bush Telegraph" newsletter, Winter 1999. 

"Celmisia asfelifolia "Snow Daisy" were available for sale. This tufting plant has robust silver foliage with 
white and yellow daisy flowers. A moist, well-drained soil is best and this stout little plant grows well in a 
container. 
"Pimelia humilis is a dainty, low mounding plant which has greylgreen foliage and a lightly suckering habit. It 
produces pretty white flowerheads from September through to January. It too is a good container plant." 
Kuranga Nursery has a large variety of bright , lightweight plastic pots - a change from the rustic look. ' 
How nice to see that Kuranga will giftwrap a potted plant orfern if you would like, (Chnslma~ coming up soon?) 

from Friends of Coolart newsletter 
is a most interesting article by Dr. Roger Stuart-Andrews on the flora and fauna of Norfolk Island. I quote a 

small paragraph, .. . 
"There are many plantations of Howea foresfiana "Kentia palms" (indigenous to Lord Howe Island) which look 
a little outlandish as each treebs a collar of metal to stop the rats climbing to the crown and eating the 
seeds". 
This free is probably one of fhe most popular palms in the world and is seen in so many buildings and 
courtyards around the world. 

David & Patricia Ratcliffe in their book "Australian Native Plants for indoors say "all palms should be checked 
regiilarly for pests The loss of a frond or two may destroy the balance of the whole plant. The important 
pests of palms are mites, scale insects, mealy bugs and leaf-eating caterpillars." 
I do recommend the book mentioned above. It has many excellenf colored illustrafions showling the use of 
many Ausfralian planfs inside. t think you may have to look in secondhand bookshops or markets to find a 
copy, but weN worth the eforf. I enjoy it immensely - ed. 



A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 
Mollie Lau, Glen Waverley, Victoria. Elaine & Ron Jell, Clear Mountain, Queensland 

Rev'd. Aub Podlich, Boonah, Queensland. Helen Morrow, Bullen, Victoria 

We look fomvard to hearing from you from time to time about some of your Plants in Pots 

Financial Members at 27 October 1999 

Cherree Densley, 9390 Princes Highway, Kilarney, Vic. 3282 
Betty Denton, 22 Dale Avenue, Eltham North, Vic. 3095 
John Emms, 3 Queen Street, Loch, Vic.3945 
Lorna George, Lot 2 Glenning Road, Glenning Valley - .  . .. - .  . 
John Graham, RMB 1804, Cobden, Vic. 3266 .. . 

Elaine 8 Ron Jell, 3 Fryar Coui-k, Clear Mountain, Queensland 4500 
Pam King, POBox 458, Bairnsdale, Vic. 3875 
Mollie Lau, 30 Falconer Street, Glen Waverley, Vic. 3150 
Barbara Melville, 83 Malison Street, Wyoming, NSW 2250 
Helen Morrow, POBox 151, Bulleen, Vic. 31 05 
Rev'd. Aub Podlich, 2 Mathew Street, Boonah, Queensland 4310 
Kris Schaffer, Watchorns Will, Neika, Tasmania 7054 
Geoff Simmons, 534 Old Gympie Road, Elimbah, Queensland 4516 
Audrey Taggart, I 1  Woodview Road, Springfield, NSW 2250 
Liesbeth Uijtewaal-de Vries, In de Neerakker 68, 6093 JG, Heythusen, The Netherlands 
Pat Webb, 18 Landscape Court, Balnarring, Vic. 3926 

G r o u ~  members Reaion (State) members 
Blue Mountains Canberra 
Geelong New South Wales 
Maroondah Queensland 

Tasmania 
Victoria 

Wildflower Society of West Australia 

Balance sheet for period 30 November 1998 to 31 October 1999 

Balance at 30.1 1.98 $300.00 
Cash in hand 3.05 

INCOME 
Subscriptions 
Bank interest 

B 

EXPENDITURE 
Pr~nt newsletters 
Postage 
Posters 8 Leaflets 
Group Name stamp 
Sundries 
TOTAL 

Balance in Building Society $431.36 

NEXT ISSUE ........ 

1 hope to produce the next Newsletter in March 2000. Please send your le~ers/contributions by the 28th 
February. Why not DO IT NOW???? - you may forget in all the panic of Y2K and all that! 


