
 1 

AUSTRALIAN PLANTS 
FOR CONTAINERS 
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NEWSLETTER # 46 October 2025 

 Group Leaders: Ros and Ben Walcott:  roswalcott5@gmail.com and benwalcott5@gmail.com         

 Website: https://anpsa.org.au/container-plantsSG  

 

Leaders’ Comments: 

This Canberra winter has been one of the most severe that we have endured. We have lost 

many plants both in the garden and in containers. Unusually we have lost plants in pots under 

cover and in the shadehouse. You can see from the article I have written and Ben’s photographs 

in this Newsletter just how devastating the winter of 2025 has been. We are replanting rather 

nervously and paying particular attention to hardiness listed on the plant label. Hardiness is a 

somewhat nebulous term defined by Wikipedia as: 

 Hardiness of plants describes their ability to survive adverse growing conditions, usually limited 

to discussions of climatic adversity. A plant's ability to tolerate cold, heat, drought, flooding, or 

wind are typically considered measurements of hardiness. 

It is hard to pin down the particular combination of conditions which result in the death of your 

plant. We planted three Hardenbergia ‘Meema’ on a warm wall very close to each other and they 

grew large and bushy – two died this winter and the other survived and flowered well. It is difficult 

to see why, because the conditions appear identical.  

We hope that you have experienced a kinder and gentler winter in 2025. 

Best regards, Ros and Ben  

 

Anne Campbell, Mount Barker, SA 

https://anpsa.org.au/container-plantsSG
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At the moment I have replanted my two large planter pots with a philotheca, prostantheras and 

a couple of grevilleas and am waiting to see what happens.  In another smaller planter are two 

new  Hibbertia scandens which are starting to grow strongly and have not been attacked (so 

far) by a hungry grub, which was the fate of the previous planting. I am hoping this time, it will 

cover the trellis on part of  the fence just outside my sitting room window. 

So in the meantime, here is an example of a decorative potted planting of Australian native 

plants in the Adelaide Botanic Gardens. 

Along the main entrance path of the Adelaide Botanic Gardens from North Terrace are about 

six large pots on either side of the path which are  flowering well; unfortunately, there are no 

labels but in this one what looks like an eremophila (? E. nivea with the silver foliage and blue 

flowers), a philotheca and a range of paper daisies for colour. In others there are also boronias 

and ptilotus. Note the exhortation not to pick!!  This is a change from earlier plantings of pan-

sies etc. 

Ralph Cartwright, Queensland 

In the summer of 2024, I collected seed from 2 or 3 plants of Microseris walteri, Murnong, which I 

had growing in the garden. I saved the seed in the fridge and planted out 30 seeds in April 2025. 

         Flower of Microseris walteri in 2023                                                                                       Seeds  

It is a deep plastic pot, 30cm square and with around 30cm deep soil. I used mix of native potting 

mix, sand and some perlite to try and make a light mix for the roots to grow easily. 

I didn’t know what the germination rate was going to be, so planted out quite close together, but I 

ended up with around 85% successful germination and now as the plants mature, they are look-

ing a little too close together. I really should thin them out, but I’m curious to see what they look 

like when they start flowering en-masse and how the roots perform, so I’m leaving them for now. 
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Charles Ferrugia, Sydney, NSW 

It is a hybrid that germinated in Ken Warnes' Eremophila plantation after  SA Pinery bushfires. 

It is grafted and doesn't take kindly to wet foliage. 

From Ken Warnes: 

Interesting that you have submitted this to the Container S.G. Obviously you have some success 

with it in a container.  I don’t have much luck with Eremophila in containers, they generally just 

sit and sulk before gradually dying off.  But my experience is limited to the Northern ones which 

are frost susceptible and only in small numbers. 

The parent plant (E.goodwinii) had only survived for a few years which is normal for what I term 

the “willsii” group.  Perhaps 3 or 4 years. The fire anniversary is coming up 10 years in Novem-

ber but the parent had died before then. The seedling was let in situ, the area had been subject-

ed only to heavy smoke, not direct fire and it survived only for long enough to flower before rap-

idly dying off.  Fortunately I had slipped those few cuttings in a parcel to you otherwise it would 

have been lost forever. 

 Regarding the parentage of “Fire Gem”.  I suspect that it is a self pollinated goodwinii although 

the flower appears to be larger and with a hint of brown in it.  The flower size could be attributed 

to seedling vigour.  There is nothing in my plantings that immediately suggests that it is involved.  

I originally thought that the most likely candidate would be the hybrid which Ray Isaacson 

named “Rainbow Gem” which he collected in the vicinity of Rainbow Valley C.P. and which is 

thought to be a natural hybrid between goodwinii and prostrata. Hence the incorporation of 

“Gem” in the name.  Well documented “hybrid vigour” could explain the differences.  The plants 

would be at least 50 m apart but with honey bees present pollen transfer wouldn’t be a problem.  

“ Rainbow Gem” is unusual in that it would appear to be genetically active (many F1 hybrids are 

sterile) with some evidence of suspected self seeding and possible involvement in further hy-

brids.  The also presumed F1 hybrid, willsii x prostrata (“Rainbow Beauty”), shows no such activ-

ity.      

Eremophila ‘Pinery Fire Gem’ 
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Gail Ritchie Knight, Sutton NSW 

Of the few container plants that I have, the most successful have been those that I’ve planted in 

self-watering pots. Self-watering means the pot has a well at the base where the water settles 

after top-down watering. The plant’s roots absorb moisture as needed, thereby reducing the 

need for frequent watering. 

These types of pots are crucial for me as my plants are outside on the northern side of our 

house, thereby exposed to full sun, wind and rain. What is convenient is that generally we can 

confidently go away for a week without any concern. Exceptions could be at the height of sum-

mer or the plant could be unusually thirsty eg Bracteantha bracteata, which I know from experi-

ence to be so thirsty it needed daily watering even though it was in a self-watering pot. 

Another challenge is our location. We live in NSW over the border from the ACT. As I stated 

above, my plants are exposed to the northern sun as well as wind, hail, rain and a rare snowfall! 

Compared with most of Australia, we have cold winters and hot summers. So yes, casualties can 

occur! 

Boronia denticulata 

My favourite of all is Boronia denticulata. It is a rounded shrub growing to 1metre high and 1m 

wide with bright green leaves and masses of showy pink flowers in spring. In the ground it does 

best in a well-drained site in part shade with wind protection. Well, that’s what the plant label 

says. My site is not quite like that. 

In between the 2 Boronias, I also planted a Grevillea lanigera x G rosmarinifolia ‘Tucker Time 

Fruit Box’ 

It is a soft compact shrub with bunches of pink and white honey-rich flowers from late autumn 

through spring. Suitable for cool-temperate, sub-tropical and semi-arid climates; full sun to partial 

shade; hedging, bird attracting and frost tolerant. 

Well, my site mustn’t be too bad. I potted these plants about 4 years ago and they’re still bloom-

ing beautifully. Though I must admit this time last year they were blooming even more profusely. 

They are positioned on the north side of our house in a small alcove under the eaves with some 

protection from both east and west. 
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                             Boronia denticulata                                                Grevillea lanigera x G rosmarinifolia ‘Tucker Time Fruit Box’ 

Another plant that doesn’t want to die is : Correa glabra Barossa Gold 

https://gardeningwithangus.com.au/ website states: 

‘A low mounded hardy shrub with attractive golden coloured foliage for year round interest. Fea-

ture plant for a shrubbery, fantastic for pots and can be used for low hedging work. Frost and 

drought tolerant, does well in most soils as long as they are well drained. Looks good in sun to 

shadier areas, the foliage colour will be more golden with higher light levels. It will grow to 1.5 m 

high and wide.’ 

I can’t remember when I planted this, it must be about 8–10 years ago. It’s exposed to all the ele-

ments, come winter and summer, never showing signs of suffering. However, I must admit a wal-

laby has nibbled at it occasionally, not happy Gail! It is not in a self-watering pot, but rather a ter-

racotta pot. I don’t give it any TLC whatever, just the occasional watering when I remember. And 

it repays me 100-fold. It never sulks, just sits proudly displaying its variegated gold and green 

leaves and red flowers. It’s a trooper. 
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Words Ros Walcott, Canberra 

Photos Ben Walcott, Canberra 

 

                                                     Frosty Winter of 2025 

There are many enjoyable parts of a Canberra winter, sunny days and blue skies, but killing 

frosts in the garden are not welcome. This year we endured five nights in a row where the      

temperatures fell below minus 5 degrees between June 26-30. The last time this degree of frost 

occurred for this number of nights was in 1965, 60 years ago. We also recorded minus 7.6      

degrees on Saturday, June 21 - the last time that it was colder than that in Canberra was in 

1957. Our pot plants have suffered, even though many of them were under cover, or in the 

shadehouse, and had survived our Canberra winters previously. We are not alone, as I notice 

that many Bird’s Nest Ferns in pots, a feature of a local café, established for many years, have 

succumbed this winter.  

Below are plants in pots that we have lost this winter: 

Acacia inaquilatera – Kanji Bush, Baderi, Fire Wattle – planted May 2025 in a pot, in the 

shadehouse 

Asplenium australasicum – Bird’s Nest Fern – planted in a pot in September 2023 – under      

protection, but very browned off, discarded August 2025 

Corymbia ’Summer Red’ – planted March 2024 in a pot and moved to the garden May 2025. This 

was quite an advanced specimen and our decision to move it to the garden this frosty year is   

regrettable. 

Dampiera diversifolia ‘Southern Blue’ – planted in   

December 2021, but browned off completely this    

winter, despite being under cover, discarded in August 

2025. 
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Eucalyptus conferruminata – Bald Island Marlock, Bushy Yate – planted in a pot, in the 

shadehouse December 2024, died August 2025 

 

Hakea platysperma – Cricket Ball Hakea – listed as hardy, planted in a pot February 2025, dis-

carded in August 2025 

Hibiscus ‘Aussie Delight’  (photo below)- planted March 2021, in a pot, under cover, browned off 

completely this winter, despite being under cover, discarded in August 2025  

Below are plants that are struggling in September 2025 

Gossypium ‘Flirtatious’ (photo above right)– planted in a pot November 2020, long established, 

but now completely browned off, leafless, but still showing green when scratched. 

Hibiscus geranioides - planted October 2015, in a pot, under cover, completely browned off, leaf-

less, but still showing green when scratched 

Hibiscus geranioides : before winter                                          flower                                         in early October 2025                         
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Hibiscus heterophyllus pink - planted November 2019, in a pot, under cover, browned off 

Hibiscus ‘Ian’s Gold’ - planted October 2021, in a pot, under cover – moved to garden January 

2024 – bad timing, may recover 

                    Hibiscus heterophyllus pink                                                                              Hibiscus ‘Ian’s Gold’                                 

Rhododendron lochiae - planted in a pot, under protection, in February 2020, but half of the plant 

is browned off 

Thryptomene sp. ‘Lancelin’ – planted in a pot, under cover, in March 2025, but looks poorly in 

September 2025 

Rhododendron lochiae  plant now                                Flowers at the ANBG in February 

For those of you who do not have to worry about frost, it is worth remembering that it is essential 

for those of us who do to have correct frost information on our plant labels. ‘Frost tolerant’ means 

that you can sometimes get away with planting these species against a warm wall, in a warm 

spot, or under overhead foliage protection. But to plant with confidence you need ‘frost hardy’ on 

the label. Many labels have no frost information at all. 
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Containers Good – Garden Bad 

 

Here is a sharp contrast between the fortunes of Anigozanthos planted in a pot and those   

planted in the ground in Canberra. Despite being planted at the top of a sloping bed on a mound 

the Kangaroo Paws planted in the ground have not yet grown at all while the ones in a pot are in 

already in flower. The aspect is the same, the fertilization is the same, the number of hours of 

sun per day, the severity of the frost – all the same conditions apply. Except one – the pot      

provides much better drainage for plants than we can provide in the ground in our garden. What 

a remarkable difference! 

Blooming at the moment, Boronia ‘Showoff’ (left) and Boronia anemonifolia (right) in pots under 

cover. 

Please send us your thoughts comments and ideas and when we get enough, we will    

produce  another Newsletter: Ros: roswalcott5@gmail.com  

                                                   Ben: benwalcott5@gmail.com                                                                                               


