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Letter from the Editor 
Welcome to another spring! I hope all your 

Eremophilas are 

flowering like mine are. 

I am back from the 

Biennial Conference, 

which was fantastic! – 

more on this on page 20.  

Look out for the next 

one in Eremophila 

heave, Alice Springs (2026).  

We have our feature species as usual – this 

month E. pantonii starting over the page, and I 

am happily opening a can of worms around E. 

praecox – see page 11. Turns out that I also 

missed another new species – Eremophila 

rarissima. This was described in 2021, and a 

summary appears on page 8. 

The financials for 2023-24 are on page 24. As at 

30 June we had 144 members: 26% NSW, 24% 

Victoria, 20% x SA, 15% Qld, 6% x WA, 6% x 

ACT and the rest from Tassie, NT and overseas. 

  

Eremophilas in the News 
I found this picture of an Eremophila at The 

Australian National Botanic Gardens in 

September – on the top of their donations box! 

 

Academic Publications  
Jennifer Silcock from the Uni of Qld has 

published a summary of the diaries of Alice 

Duncan-Kemp,1 who lived in western 

 
1 Silcock, J (2024): The Curious Ethnobotany of Alice 
Duncan-Kemp, Economic Botany, 8 August 2024. 

Queensland in the early 1900s. She recorded 

885 ethnobotanical observations of 218 taxa 

including Eremophila – the latter focus on their 

medicinal uses.  

What’s New in the Study Group 
We welcome back Jill Bartlett (Vic) and Craig 

Wilkins (Vic) plus new members Jason 

Cockayne (NSW), Paul Grech (Vic), Richard 

McDowell (WA – of Wheatbelt Native Gardens 

fame, from the last newsletter), Marie Jamieson 

(NSW), Fiona Johnson (NSW), Diane Garner 

(Vic), Jacqui Oldham (Vic), Pam Pilkington 

(SA), John Rayner (Vic) Neil Shepherd (NSW) 

and Judy Taylor (Vic). 

We have also farewelled 

Laurie Baglin, who died aged 

98. Laurie was a Life Member 

of APS Victoria and hosted the 

Eremophila SG in April 2023 

(see Newsletter 139). A tribute 

to Laurie was printed in the 

APS Victoria journal. The pic 

is courtesy of the McPherson Media Group. 

Also leaving us after a long illness was ESG 

member Judy Biggs – Judy had been a member 

of APS Canberra for many years and was an 

enthusiastic grower of Eremophila on her 

property in Armidale, NSW.   

We send our condolences to the families of both 

these members. 

Next Issue 
I will skip the Feature Species next Newsletter. 

With many new members I think it is time for a 

survey on what you want to see in the newsletter 

– so watch out for that in your in-boxes. 

I am also looking for pictures of Eremophilas 

used in street plantings and as hedges or 

groundcovers in planned gardens, for an article 

for the Garden Design newsletter – if you have 

any pictures that would suit, please send them! 

After that, I may tackle Eremophila maculata!  

Wish me luck!  

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12231-024-
09615-z#Sec8 
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Feature species – Eremophila 
pantonii  
Lyndal Thorburn 

Eremophila pantonii is a West Australian 

Eremophila that is found in a band from 

Carnarvon to Laverton with an inland 

southernmost point at Kalgoorlie and a 

northernmost point at Newman. At the coast it 

can be found from Geraldton north to Shark 

Bay. 

It is adaptable and can be found on a range of 

soils, including calcareous loams, red sandy 

loams or clay loams, on flat areas or stony risers.  

It is named after the botanical collector, J A 

Panton, who had roles supervising Crown Lands 

and the Goldfields in Australia. 

Description 
E. pantonii is called the “broom bush” because 

of the similarity of its shape to invasive broom.  

It is 0.7m to 3m high and is shaped like an 

upside-down triangle – widest at the highest 

point (pic below by Andrew Brown).  

 

According to Chinnock, the leaves, branches 

pedicels and external parts of the calyx are 

clothed in greyish to yellowish hairs, and scales 

which give it a “punctate” appearance.  Linear 

leaves are narrow and alternate, with recurves 

apexes and have three corners in cross-section. 

The branches have large tubercules, which 

distinguish it from other species in Section 

Pholidae.   

It is related to E. arachnoides but has more 

prominent tubercules than that species. It is also 

superficially similar to E. interstans but is 

distinguished from the latter because of its 

alternate leaves – E. interstans has opposite 

leaves instead.  

There are 1-3 tubular flowers per axil, and all 

are white inside the corolla tube and yellow or 

brown spots. There are three colour forms – 

which I originally listed on the survey as blue, 

mauve and white, but which I would describe 

now as lilac (pinkish purple), mauve (blue-ish 

purple) and white.  

The photo of the white form below is by Phil 

Stanley and has been taken from Facebook.  

 

The lilac form below is a pic by Andrew Brown. 

The mauve form is over the page and on the 

cover page of this NL. 
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Flower size varies between locations – 

sometimes up to 30mm long, sometimes less 

than 20mm. 

A more globular form was photographed on the 

David Carnegie Road, 6km North of its 

commencement from the Great Central Road. 

This was a large population in full flower which 

brought the (non-botanical) group with which 

Ken Warnes was travelling to a stand-still 

without prompting from him. Ken thought that 

it might be E. arachnoides but Bob Chinnock 

made a positive ID when shown the living 

material. Unfortunately, no-one managed to 

propagate it so it still remains outside 

cultivation. 

\ 

 

Horticulture 
E. pantonii will grow in a range of soils and can 

grow in full sun or partial shade. All our survey 

respondents grow it in the ground rather than in 

a tub, and mostly on its own roots.  Seventy 

percent of respondents were growing it in fine-

grained soils.  

Plants of 40% of respondents were growing in 

full sun, 30% in half-sun and 30% in dappled 

shade.  

It is very attractive in the garden as its silver-

grey foliage will wave in the breeze (pic below 

by Bev Rice, posted on Facebook in 2021). Her 

cuttings came from the Schahinger collection 

mentioned on page 5. 

 

E. pantonii is said to flower in spring, with some 

flowering in early summer. However, our (small 

number of) survey respondents reported much 

longer flowering periods, with plants appearing 

to flower in winter and spring more often than 

spring and summer.  

Season Prolific Sparse 

Spring 6 1 

Summer 1 1 

Autumn 1 1 

Winter 3 0 

 

Drought, rain, frost and wind 
Most members are growing E. pantonii in dry 

locations, with 57% growing it in regions with 

less than 600mm rainfall.  Eighty five percent of 

the total survey respondents grow their plants 

with rain that falls from the sky (i.e. no 

supplementary rainfall) – so it is drought hardy. 

Fortunately, 86% of survey respondents also 

reported no ill effects from heavy rain. One 

person reported die off from heavy rain – this 
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person lived in an region with over 800mm rain 

annually.  

E. pantonii is frost hardy. Seventy percent of 

respondents reported living in regions where the 

lowest temperature is minus 5 degrees C to 

minus 0.1 degree C.  No one reported any ill 

effects is on their plants from frost.   

E. pantonii also seems to be fairly resistant to 

strong winds – 70% of respondents reported no 

ill effects, 14% reported minor damage 

including lost leaves, and 14% reported broken 

branches.  

Longevity 
According to Boschen Wait and Goods, this is a 

long-lived species with shrubs living up to 30 

years.  More than half of respondents had plants 

between 5 and 15 years old, and 14% had plants 

older than that.   

Ken Warnes has a plant that is 50 years old 

(below, pic by Ken). This plant is the parent to 

the E. scoparia hybrid mentioned on page 6.  

This plant was grown from cuttings supplied by 

Ron Schahinger, an early member of the Study 

Group, and who grew his plants from cuttings 

posted to him by Alison Ashby, an avid 

collector of W.A. flora, and who is also well 

recognised in S.A. This plant is over 5m tall.   

 

Pruning 
E. pantonii responds well to light pruning to 

keep it compact.  However, do not prune below 

the lowest leaves – if branches are pruned down 

that far, they will die. 

Of survey respondents, 70% do not prune, and 

the others only tip prune.  

Pests 
No pests were noted!! 

Propagation 
E. pantonii will grow well from cuttings.  

Hybrids 
There are three hybrids known – E. pantonii x 

lachnocalyx, E. pantonii x scoparia and E. 

pantonii x youngii. 

Eremophila pantonii x lachnocalyx 

This small shrub was found in the wild by 

Russell Wait, east of Mt Magnet in a patch of 

both species, where there were a few hybrids 

growing. He picked four forms and grew them 

but since then has found it hard to propagate.  

 

The bushes were grey-leaved with leaves 

around 8-12mm long. Shrubs were up to 1.5 m 

high and very dense, with a lilac corolla (pic 

below by Russell). There are stellate hairs all 

over the sepals, pedicles, leaves and stems. 
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Eremophila pantonii x scoparia 

This arose as a seedling in Ken Warnes’ garden, 

between an E. pantonii and two plants of E. 

scoparia, both grown from cuttings collected 

East of Waikerie, and with slightly different 

forms – one more narrow than the other. He 

potted up about 11 seedlings from under the E. 

pantonii and planted them in the plantation 

lining the road to his house. These showed 

various habits from wispy to more spreading. 

The leaves vary between opposite as in E. 

scoparia and alternate as in E. pantonii. 

The hybrid (below) was a really attractive shrub 

in its younger days and Ken has presumed that 

the pollen came from the denser E. scoparia. 

 

The photo below is the flowers of the same 

hybrid plant. 

 

Eremophila pantonii x youngii 

This hybrid was found in the wild and is named 

as “Chanelle” in Russell’s book, but has not 

been registered with the Australian Cultivar 

Registration Authority. The leaves are grey 

when young but turn green with age and are 25-

30 mm long. The leaves, stems, pedicles and 

sepals are cover in scales, with some tuberculate 

projections on the stems. It tolerates most frosts 

and can handle some shade but does best in full 

sun.  

 

According to Russell’s book, it flowers in spring 

and the corolla is pinkish, as shown in the photo 

below (pic by Russell Wait). The book also says 

“a lovely greyish shrub with well-displayed 

pink flowers”. It is in limited cultivation. 
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Conclusion 
Our survey respondents recommend this species 

as a feature plant because of its showy flowers, 

It is also recommended as a bird attractor, as a 

wind break or as an insect attractor.  

Acknowledgements 
Thanks to the 7 members who responded to the 

survey, to Ken Warnes and Russell Wait on 

sorting out the hybrids, and to Andrew Brown 

and Russell Wait for many photos and advice.  

An Example of Fasciation in 
Eremophila 
Lyndal Thorburn  

Tom Jordan and I visited Lowood recently and 

walked along the Rail Trail with Peter Bevan. 

We both noticed that a plant of Eremophila 

Walpy Susan Jane was suffering from fasciation 

(see pic below). 

Fasciation is caused by a mutation that affects 

the growing tips, the stems, the flowers or the 

fruit. In this case it was most obvious on the 

stems, which looked like several stems growing 

together, and the growing tips, which were 

crammed into a shorter space.  There is some 

thought that a hormone disorder may lead to this 

problem. All the other Eremophila around it 

were fine.  

 

 
2 Brown and Buirchell state that E. pachyphylla was 
named by Friedrich Diels in 1905, but he was unaware 

E. oppositifolia at Myall Park  
Dick Harding  

While visiting Myall Park Botanic Gardens, I 

wanted to search the provenance of a population 

of Eremophila oppositifolia that is in one of 

Divisions some distance away from Gallery 

Circuit. It’s a large 

population, evidently self-

perpetuating, and 

specimens there have 

alternate leaves, so it must 

be ssp. rubra. 

Dave Gordon, [who set up 

the Garden] was a 

meticulous record keeper. It was easy to find 

that he had planted eleven E oppositifolia on 25 

November 1968 and another one on 19 January 

1969. Provenance is shown as “Charleville”. It’s 

unclear whether these were plants collected 

from the wild or if they were propagated from 

seed or cuttings.  

On the same day, he also planted several species 

of Melaleuca from various locations in WA. 

One could speculate that all of these were 

propagated at Myall Park Botanic Garden from 

seed, as his letters to Ken Warnes a couple of 

years later indicate that he was propagating all 

of his Eremophilas from seed. It was Ken 

Warnes who introduced Dave Gordon to 

propagation by cuttings. 

Then on 4 December 1981 Dave planted a 

number of plants in that same Division. All of 

these were from Ken Warnes! 

1 x E. oppositifolia    

1  x E. pachyphylla* x dempsteri 

1 x E. gibsonii    

1 x E. aff.gilesii pink 

1 x E. pachyphylla2 Diels   

1 x E. sargentii 

The final E. oppositifolia entry in the record 

book is dated 9 September 1988 and eighteen 

“E. oppositifolia v. rubra” were planted. 

Again, the provenance is shown as Charleville. 

  

that it had been named E. psilocalyx by Ferdinand von 
Mueller 29 years previously 
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Eremophila rarissima 
Eremophila rarissima was described in Nuytsia 

volume 32 by Bevan Buirchell and Andrew 

Brown (June 2021). It was previously known 

as E. glabra sp. Wongan Hills. The pic below 

is by Andrew Brown.  

E. rarissima is a low growing plant, up to 

50cm high and 100cm wide.  It has been placed 

into Sect. Stenochilus from Chinnock’s 

classification, a Section which includes E. 

glabra, E viridissima, and E. subteretifolia.  

E. viridissima has upright yellow flowers and 

grows on red sandy rises, whereas E. rarissima 

has pinky-red flowers and grows in loamy soil.  

The pinky-red flowers also distinguish it from 

E. subteretifolia, which has orange-red flowers. 

Further differences include the leaves, which in 

E. subteretifolia are linear and subterete but in 

E. rarissima are oblanceolate with toothed 

margins.  

E. rarissima also has glandular hairs on its 

leaves, which distinguishes it from rest of the 

E. glabra complex.  

E. rarissima is known from only four 

locations: three north of the Wongan Hills and 

one south-east near Kulin, WA.  While it has 

been collected in all five places, recent 

searches have discovered only 8 plants in one 

location. It is listed as rare (Priority One), and 

its rarity is what led it to be named E. 

rarissima. 

According to the authors, it does well in 

cultivation.  The pics below are by Brent 

Dower. 
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Recovering from the Sydney floods 
Charles Farrugia 

March/April 2022 brought torrential rain over 

NSW Eastern Seaboard with devastating floods 

in Sydney’s Western Suburbs. In the Seven 

Hills district we had over 500mm of rain over 

two days with continuing rain and high humidity 

over the next few weeks. We have clay soil and 

a very heavy clay subsoil, but have done quite a 

bit of work since to improve the garden soil (see 

Newsletters 135). 

With the rain and high humidity, our 

Eremophila garden was not looking impressive. 

Losses were not immediately noticeable but, 

over a period of a couple of months they started 

to mount: over 80% of our garden Eremophila 

died and the rest were not looking healthy. The 

ones that died were “turfed out” – others that 

looked a bit iffy were left, in the hope that they 

might recover. 

E. youngii growing on its own roots was located 

in the wettest section of the garden. It only had 

a bit of healthy foliage on the top stems. It 

should have joined the others that were pulled 

out. We decided to leave it to see how it reacted.  

During the next 12 months the soil around the 

plant was cultivated regularly with a small 

garden fork and the plant was never watered 

(apart from rain).  

It took over 12 months for a few tiny shoots to 

appear on the lower stems. So far this year we 

had quite a 

few wet days 

but prior to 

the rain there 

were some 

very dry 

spells. This 

(left) is what 

the E. 

youngii looks 

like these 

days. It will 

get a good 

pruning after 

flowering. 

Other species that were in the same condition as 

E. youngii and have fully recovered include E. 

gilesii, E. glabra ‘Kalbarri Carpet’, E. 

subteretifolia, E. glabra ‘Yanna Magic’, E. 

maculata (North Nullarbor) and E. maculata 

(Seven Hills). 

E. nivea x E. christophori (below) is situated at 

the upper section of the front garden. Again, the 

only foliage that was surviving was on a few of 

the upper stems, with most of the main stem 

resting on the ground. It has now re-shot well.  

 

E. rotundifolia (pic below) was not badly 

affected, it only had new growth dieback. 

Again, with this plant, most of the main stem is 

resting on the ground. This is a grafted plant 

with M. “Monaro Marvel’ as rootstock but no 

Myoporum side shoots have been noticeable for 

quite a long time. 

 

E. ‘Yanna Road’ still has not fully recovered, 

though some new growth is starting to show on 

the lower stems. 

Two that were, surprisingly, hardly affected 

were E. compacta and E. mackinlayi (chimera). 
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A lot of hard work went into the front garden 

(below, now in spring); now I have to start on 

the back garden. Most of the NSW rain has 

bypassed our area and the ground is quite dry 

and am resorting to hand watering. Luckily 

there is still a little bit of moisture in the subsoil. 

 

More on the Walpy Eremophila 
Jocelyn Lindner 

Following correspondence with Lyndal 

Thorburn on the Walpy E. bignoniiflora crosses 

(summarised in last Newsletter), I have been 

looking through notes I had from Frank 

Fitzpatrick in reply to questions I asked and after 

he receive the Walpy Eremophila booklet I put 

together.  

His comment on the origin of Mark Jenkins was 

“I have no idea where it came from”.  Checking 

back with what he grew and what other crosses 

were, I think it could be an E. bignoniiflora x E. 

alternifolia. Walpy Julie came from “a purple E. 

alternifolia growing through a pink E. 

bignoniiflora, seed pods collected and seeds 

sown”. The flowers of the two are very similar, 

I compared them last year I should have taken a 

photo. Mark Jenkins has smaller leaves and is 

more – mine is only 1.5 m after about 14 years.  

Another one I have which is not in the Walpeup 

Dryland Garden is Walpy Roy. Frank’s 

comments on this are “seedling from E. 

bignoniiflora I can’t remember what else was in 

that bed beside a tall purple E. alternifolia”. I 

think there could have been an E. viscida. I am 

not sure if Walpy Roy is in the book as I added 

it when the booklet was completed. 

Two others I am particularly interested in are 

Walpy Ursula and Walpy Kathy. 

Frank’s comments on these, from 2009, are 

“Ursula is red-spot miniature. Incredible in my 

opinion, it has the same leaves as Walpy Glen 

and Walpy Kathy. Ken Warnes, at a workshop 

at Warrnambool, asked about cuttings I had put 

on the table. He stopped at Walpy and looked at 

Nyngan underneath (Nyngan is an E. maculata 

and came from Norma Boschen as ‘the biggest 

Red Red Spot she had seen from Western 

NSW).’”  

Merle (Pole) and I have been checking to see 

what crosses of Frank Fitzpatrick’s that we have 

in our gardens vs. the Walpeup garden. We 

don’t have Walpy Lola but one that Merle has in 

her garden that we haven’t mentioned before is 

Susan Jane (pic below, unknown source). 

Frank’s comments in his letter 2009: “Susan 

Jane (is) from the same seeds as Roy (E. 

bignoniiflora x purple E. alternifolia”).  

 
I think it is particularly interesting because of its 

deep purple colour. It is on page 37 of the Walpy 

booklet as a scan.  

When Frank moved to Toowoomba in 2006, he 

took many of his Eremophilas with him and 

grew them from cuttings and sold them at 

markets. He mentions the Crow’s Nest market, 

so goodness knows where they went. 

Merle is going to ask if we can go and check out 

Frank’s old garden. The owners are seldom 

there and things have just been allowed to grow 

or die. I think we could find Walpy Lola there. 

I will be taking cuttings of all the Walpy crosses 

and make sure that they are all in the Walpy 

Dryland Garden. I will check in Murrayville as 

I did plant some of Frank’s there.  

I think it is worthwhile registering cultivars.  



Eremophila Study Group Newsletter 144 October 2024 ISSN-0811-529X – print version  

                                                                                                     ISSN-2208-8806 – online version 

11 | P a g e  

Unravelling Eremophila praecox 
Eremophila praecox was formally described by 

Bob Chinnock in 2007, with geographic spread 

limited to the central-southern parts of Western 

Australia, but north of Kalgoorlie (from where 

the type specimen comes).  The species name 

means “very early” and refers to the fact that the 

anthers protrude from the bud before the flower 

opens. 

There has been conjecture as to whether E. 

praecox may be a hybrid: Bevan Buirchell, in 

his presentation to the Study Group in 2017, 

presented it as a potential hybrid of E. parvifolia 

ssp. auricampa and E. scoparia, both of which 

occur in the same area. 

The photo that we had 

of E. praecox on our 

Image Database (left, 

by Andrew Brown),  

was certainly of this 

hybrid.  

Enter Phoenix 

Environmental Pty 

Ltd, which in 2019 was 

commissioned to 

survey E. praecox in 

WA on behalf of a 

mining company near 

Kalgoorlie, prior to 

development of a 

management plan around proposed mining in 

the area.3  

This survey started with the 18 populations of E. 

praecox found within 25km of Kalgoorlie, and 

then identified a further 5 populations. The latter 

extended the known range of E. praecox further 

north and west of the town.  Within each 

population, plants are separated by hundreds of 

metres and are usually in Eucalyptus woodland 

with a shrubby understorey. The map in the next 

column is taken from the report. – each green 

spot is an E. praecox record. The inset shows the 

proposed mine site. The survey found, in total, 

93 plants of E. praecox matching Bob 

Chinnock’s type and original description. This 

 
3 Regional Survey for Eremophila praecox for the FIM IIE 
project, 2019 

brought the total known number of E. praecox 

plants to 147.  

 

The survey also found a further 21 specimens 

that would have previously been allocated to E. 

praecox but are not the same as the main bulk of 

specimens, in that they have glandular hairs (cf. 

E. praecox’s dendritic hairs) and a glabrous 

corolla (cf. E. praecox, which has sparse hairs 

on the outside the corolla surface). The 

consultants posit that this particular area in WA 

has the species E. praecox and a hybrid which is 

superficially like E. praecox but has distinct 

differences, which mean it cannot be classed 

with E. praecox. 

Andrew Brown notes that all specimens found 

by Phoenix were rare and scattered rather than 

in pure populations, so it is possible there are 

two hybrids in WA – one could be E. scoparia 

x E. parvifolia and the other could be E. 

scoparia x a mystery Eremophila.  

Another challenge is that a very similar plant is 

found in South Australia.  According to Ken 

Warnes, Ray Isaacson brought back cuttings of 

this plant from between the WA/SA border and 
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Penong, immediately east of the Nullarbor 

Plain, some 40 years ago. This is well east of the 

range of what Chinnock later described as E. 

praecox. The plants growing from this 

collection are low and spreading (pic below by 

Ken Warnes). 

 

At the time, a hybrid was certainly considered a 

possibility, with the parents potentially E. 

scoparia and possibly E. parvifolia ssp. 

parvifolia (i.e. a different subspecies to that 

which occurs in WA) – partly due to the low 

form of the Penong plants. Ken notes that where 

we find this plant in SA, E. scoparia is certainly 

present, and that similar stands are found as far 

east as Widunna, where he favours E weldii as 

the other parent. These plants, shown below, are 

more upright in habit than those brought back by 

Ray (pic Ken Warnes).  

 

In Ken’s view, the argument in favour of E. 

weldii as a parent is also strengthened by the fact 

that E. scoparia, E. weldii and the Pedong-

Widunna collections flower in September, 

whereas E. parvifolia ssp. parvifolia is only in 

bud at that time of year.  

 
4 WA and SA 

While the WA survey authors suggest that E. 

praecox is a true species, Bob Chinnock remains 

of the opinion that it is a hybrid. He writes: “As 

far as I am concerned E. praecox is of hybrid 

origin. I would have probably removed it from 

my manuscript before publication, but by the 

time I came to a decision it was far too difficult 

to do so. One of the (parent) species is certainly 

Eremophila scoparia and the other probably E. 

parvifolia as and both occur in the two States4 in 

the areas where E. praecox occurs. I agree that 

E. weldii is also a possibility in SA, as it is 

probably more common than E. parvifolia in the 

areas where the hybrid was found.”  

He continues: “The variable scale-like hairs on 

vegetative parts clearly indicate E. scoparia as 

one parent. The WA populations differ slightly 

in morphological features from plants found in 

SA. I never had a problem publishing a name 

even though it might eventually be determined 

as a hybrid, as I don’t believe that you can ever 

cross all the “i’s” and “t’s”; otherwise you never 

publish anything in science.  

“If you don’t publish, then it does not appear in 

the literature and it is not looked for. With my 

current work on Gunniopsis, I published a 

species based on a 19th Century collection, part 

of three collections in the original material used 

to describe another species (and the only known 

material of this new species at that time). Within 

a few years of publication of the species that I 

described it was collected a number of times by 

people looking for it and now it is considered 

quite common and widespread.” 

So divergent views remain as to whether E. 

praecox is a true species or not.  In the 

meantime, we have removed the old photo of E. 

praecox from the image database.  

I am very keen to get a photo of other specimens 

from WA – can any member help with this? 

Acknowledgements: Thanks to Andrew Brown, 

Bob Chinnock and Ken Warnes who provided 

extensive comments on earlier drafts of this 

article. 
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New PhD Student Arrives 
Lyndal Thorburn 

Good news! Our new PhD student, funded by 

UQ under the ARC grant, has arrived at UQ 

Gatton – her name is Yan Xuetong and she is 

from China. 

Xuetong’s background is in horticulture and she 

has taken to living in Australia with enthusiasm. 

She will be at the university for three and a half 

years, during which time she will work on our 

ARC-funded Eremophila germination project.  

Xuetong has already commenced studies of 

germination stages using E. maculata seed and 

has produced the information below on 

developmental stages (with Robyn Cave).  

 

Robyn, Xuetong, Tom Jordan and I also visited 

Lowood to collect some growing tips from 

Eremophila for which we had good information 

on original source location. These will be sent 

for genetic analysis for the ploidy project. The 

photo below is of us at Lowood (pic Tom 

Jordan, showing Peter Bevan, me, Robyn and 

Xuetong). 

  

 

E. glabra ‘Phillips River’ 
Ken Warnes 

A call went out in September to identify a 

prostrate plant that had been grown from 

cuttings at the local SA meetings in 2023.  

Pictured below (by Ian Roberts), I suggest that 

the plant is the form of E. glabra from the banks 

of the Phillips River which is north of Hopetoun 

in W.A. 

It was first 

successfully 

struck by 

Peter Lang 

of Mildura 

among 

others. Just 

to confuse 

us, the late 

Brian 

Freeman 

had it 

growing 

well at Inman Valley and when Brenton Tucker 

asked about it all Brian could recall was that he 

thought he obtained it at Mildura. On the 

strength of this, and the fact that in the nursery 

situation the flowers were distinctly yellow, 

Brenton sold large numbers under the name of 

‘Mildura Gold’, including at the Kadina sale. 

Brian’s source no doubt would have been Peter 

Lang, directly via Russell. 

Once in the ground the flowers tend to be more 

greenish, but this may have something to do 

with the soil. Russell and I have been attempting 

to educate growers about its true origins, even 

suggesting that it be ACRA registered as the 

‘Phillips River Special’ in lieu of something 

better. Certainly, the Mildura reference is 

misleading.  

It strikes easily, and is very vigorous when 

young, but time will tell how it handles drier 

times as it matures, reportedly growing in shade 

and coming from reasonably high rainfall in 

Eremophila terms. Without flowers (i.e. only 

with leaves) I can’t pick it from E. serpens. I am 

not sure if it layers at the nodes, but it certainly 

performs well at Owen, but this is judged on 

only 3 years’ experience. 
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Collecting Eremophila Fruits and 
Fresh Growth Tips 
Hans Griesser; September 2024.  
Hans was collecting under permit for the two research 

projects we have funded by the Australian Research 

Council and the Australian Flora Foundation. 

After two previous attempts had been thwarted 

by rains and closed roads, Stefani and I finally 

managed to do the long-planned trip from our 

home near Adelaide to Innamincka, followed by 

a loop through far west Queensland. I had been 

following reports on Outback roads sites for 

weeks, hoping that enough roads would open 

before the weather got too hot. And it all worked 

out very nicely. We chose to go via Broken Hill 

and Tibooburra so we could visit Sturt National 

Park in far west NSW and Cameron Corner. I 

had been to that area in 1984 in a Holden 

Kingswood HQ, well before the Cameron 

Corner Store was built. Back then, that was the 

end of the road doable in an HQ; this time we 

took a zigzag of roads on to Innamincka. From 

there it was on to the Dig Tree, then Eromanga, 

Windorah, Quilpie, Charleville, Cunnamulla, 

Thargomidah, Noccundra, and finally back to 

Tibooburra via the Warri Gate Track. 

The trip has not only been most enjoyable for 

seeing new landscapes but also for spotting lots 

of Eremophilas, most of them flowering or at 

least with wilted flowers and developing fruits – 

it has been a good winter season in the areas 

covered. There were Eremophilas along the 

route all the way from Broken Hill, with E. 

bignoniiflora, E. longifolia and E. sturtii (photo 

over) the most widespread. We also spotted 

many others, including all three subspecies of E. 

bowmanii (immediately below). 

 

We also found E. linsmithii (below, at 

Eromanga), E. goodwinii, and E. mitchellii, but 

we did not spot any plants of the recently 

described E. willsmithii. As to E. arbuscula, we 

stopped several times along the Windorah-

Quilpie Road, and I noted some plants that 

looked like they might be that species, but with 

no flowers or fruits I could not be sure. 

 

Of course, there were plenty of other plants and 

flowers of interest. The most rewarding was 

finding beautifully flowering plants of the rare, 

locally endemic Grevillea kennedyana on a 

barren rocky slope of the Grey Range in Sturt 

National Park. 

I was able to collect a fair variety of fruits for 

our research projects, as well as specimens of 

fresh young tip growth (branchlet ends 5-10 cm 

long with fresh green leaves) for ploidy 

determination. In particular, E longifolia is of 

interest, so I collected a number of samples so 

we can find out whether there are diploid and 

tetraploid populations across this area and start 

plotting cytogeography. 

While for some species I could collect good 

numbers of fruits, others have been challenging, 

particularly E. freelingii as one of the species of 

high interest. I collected tip material of this 

species for ploidy analysis, but collecting 

enough fruit seems very challenging. But even 

if we can achieve better-resolved 

cytogeography, I think that would be helpful. 

What I have found is that large, heavy fruits, 

such as of E. bignoniiflora and E. maculata, 

tend to accumulate in great numbers under 

plants, often half-embedded in sand or soil or 

mixed with leaf and twig mulch. It was easy to 

collect lots of fruits of these species, which can 
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be sliced readily with fine secateurs. E. gilesii 

plants also seem to produce prolific amounts of 

fruits; I found lots of fruits both on and under 

the numerous plants that lined roadsides for long 

stretches, and it is not much effort to collect 

large numbers. On the other hand, some other 

Eremophilas made fruit collection much harder. 

When there is bare soil or sand, fruits usually are 

missing or few, presumably blown away. Small 

fruits are much harder to find on the ground and 

also seem to disperse more. And when they 

come off with the sepals still attached, they 

presumably blow away more easily. This may 

be why I found very few fruits under plants of 

E. latrobei, even if there was mulch and forbs 

for fruits to lodge in, until I found a stand where 

the fruits were ripe and still on the plants, but 

were easily detachable for collection. 

The second challenge is that with the recent 

good rains often there were lots of prickly forbs 

and copper burrs under Eremophila plants, 

which greatly reduced my keenness to sift 

through the ground layer. And one E. longifolia 

that had many fruits grew right in the middle of 

a spreading Acacia tetragonophylla (‘Dead 

Finish’), which was most effective at stopping 

me looking for mature seeds on the ground. 

For some species I did not manage to collect 

enough ripe fruit. Many plants I inspected of E. 

duttonii, E. freelingii, E. sturtii, and E. linsmithii 

had flowers and developing green fruits but I 

found very few ripe fruits on or under the 

bushes. I recorded GPS locations for possible 

later collection when fruits will be just ripe but 

not yet dispersed. 

Finally, I didn’t notice any hybrids anywhere, 

even at a location near Noccundra where E. 

bignoniiflora and E. polyclada were growing in 

close proximity and both were flowering at the 

same time.  

I mailed these fruits and tip samples from 

Charleville to the UQ team: 

E. bignoniiflora, 2/9/2024, ~ 120 km S of Tibooburra: > 

100 fruits from 5 plants, all looking identical.  

E. goodwinii, 3/9/2024, N of Tibooburra, near Olive 

Downs on Jump-up Loop Road: ~ 30 fruits from 3 plants 

in close proximity.  

E. freelingii, 3/9/2024, N of Tibooburra, near Olive 

Downs on Jump-up Loop Road: branch tip sample with 

leaves (no fruits collected, only a couple found below 

plant). 

E. longifolia, 4/9/2024, near Fort Grey, Sturt NP: ~ 120 

fruits and a branch tip sample with leaves and flowers.  

E. maculata, 5/9/2024, on Moomba Road S of 

Innamincka: ~ 200 fruits (from below 1 plant!) and a 

branch tip sample with leaves and flowers.  

E. bignoniiflora, 6/9/2024, North bank of Cooper Creek 

near Innamincka: ~ 200 fruits (from below one plant!) 

E. longifolia, 7/9/2024, SW of Eromanga: branch tip 

sample with leaves and wilted flowers (no fruits collected, 

only a few found below plant) 

E. longifolia, 7/9/2024, SW of Eromanga, closer to town: 

branch tip sample with leaves and wilted flowers (no 

fruits collected, none found below plant).  These samples 

of E longifolia looked less hairy than those in Sturt NP 

and around Innamincka. 

E. longifolia, 9/9/2024, Kyabra Road 16.3 km from 

Eromanga: branch tip sample with leaves and wilted 

flowers. GPS - (no fruits collected). This plant looked 

different to the two collected 7/9/24, with a darker green 

leaf colour and hairier leaves, though not as dense as for 

the first two, southern samples. 

E. latrobei, 9/9/2024, riverflat loop near Windorah: ~ 100 

fruits and a branch tip sample with leaves and wilted 

flowers.  

E. gilesii ssp. gilesii, 9/9/2024, riverflat loop near 

Windorah: ~ 110 fruits.  

E. maculata, 9/9/2024, riverflat loop near Windorah: ~ 

120 fruits 

E gilesii, 10/9/2024, just W of Quilpie near airport: > 100 

fruits 

E latrobei, 10/9/2024, on Baldy Top hill W of Quilpie: a 

branch tip sample with fresh leaves.  

E latrobei, 11/9/2024, 56.3 km E of Quilpie on road to 

Charleville: a branch tip sample with fresh leaves. 

E gilesii, 11/9/2024, 66 km W of Charleville: > 100 fruits. 
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ANPSA Biennial Conference Wrap Up 
Lyndal Thorburn 

A very successful ANPSA conference was held in Melbourne in 

October, hosted by APS Victoria. I presented twice, to a total of about 

80 people, on Eremophila – a Plant for all Climates.  People asked 

about hard pruning, the best soil pH (something which I have neglected 

to consider and couldn’t answer – I think another survey might be 

coming)! I also attended a Study Group leaders’ dinner on Monday 

night – pic above by Jane Fountain. 

Conference presentation days were Monday, Wednesday, Friday, with day-

tours on Tuesday and Thursday. Tom Jordan and I first went to Melton 

Botanic Gardens (a rather long 1.5 hour trip by bus). Their WA/SA garden 

was crammed with Eremophilas, all in lovely flower.  I just had to buy some 

at their nursery and flew home with 10 plants in my hand luggage. On 

Thursday we visited Cranbourne Botanic Gardens, the Australian annexe of 

the Royal Botanic Gardens in Melbourne and somewhat closer to the 

conference venue at Nunawading. This garden focuses on Victorian species, 

and I discovered that E. maculata is rare and endangered in that State! We 

toured their propagation facilities and those of the Growing Friends (pic of 

me with Chris Strachan there, at right – photo by Tom Jordan) – they had some Eremophila for sale.  

The conference talks were excellent and were largely focused on landscape scale issues. We learned 

about the Raising Rarity Program at Cranbourne, which has raised and replanted enough rare orchids 

in the wild to bring one species back from Critically Endangered to Endangered status (Russell 

Larke, Meg Hirst). We learned about urban forests and the economics of increasing tree cover in 

suburban areas (Greg Moore) – and later of pilot programs to create urban landscapes with natural 

shrubby structures to enhance diversity (at the same cost to local Councils as mowing programs) 

(John Rayner). There were discussions about the importance of mycorrhizal fungi in plant 

communities (Mary Cole) – relevant to our seed fill research – and a presentation on the significant 

role of lyrebirds in moving forest litter (Alex Maisey).  I made contacts with people who may be 

able to help with fruit supply for our research. 

We raffled Russell Wait’s book Growing Eremophila, (Tom and I selling 

raffle tickets at left, pic Jane Fountain) – won by Mandy Thomson, a staffer 

at Cranbourne.  We sold a few Eremophila cards, wrapping paper and 

colouring books. And we welcomed half a dozen new members! Robyn Cave 

also provided an excellent poster on the NPQ project, which was to our right 

in that pic and was perused by many.  

On Friday evening, our Study Group dinner was attended by 13 members, 

including sub-group leaders from both Victoria and South Australia (sorry I 

forgot to take a photo!!).  Robyn Cave could not attend the conference, but she kindly sent some 

slides with further results from the NPQ seed fill study. These were discussed between entrée and 

mains! It was a great event with a lovely, relaxed atmosphere. 

Alice Springs Conference 2026 
The next Biennial Conference in being hosted by South Australia, which has joined with APS Alice 

Springs to run the conference there in August 2026. I’d say this is a must for Eremophila lovers!!! 

They will run two day-tours east and west of the city, and are planning longer pre- and post-

conference tours. To receive further information email apssa.office@gmail.com. A website will be 

up soon. 

mailto:apssa.office@gmail.com
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Cutting Propagation for Beginners 
Lyndal Thorburn 

I have been reviewing ten years of data kept by 

ANPS Canberra Propagation Group on 

propagating Eremophila from cuttings.  We use 

IBA3000 on firm tip cuttings, as over the years 

this seems to have given the best results.  

We strike 9-16 cuttings in square punnets in a 

potting mix made of 40% coir peat and 60% 

perlite, and place them in a hotbed (an enclosed 

table with a heated pad underneath, and sprays 

overhead, on a timer).  We put fewer grey-

leaved cuttings in a punnet, and then use a cold 

frame, because we find the overhead watering in 

the hotbed causes them to rot quite quickly. 

Either way, they are potted up when roots 

appear out of the base of the punnet, into a mix 

of 80% potting mix and 20% sand. 

We take most of our cuttings in summer, as we 

find they strike more quickly then.  

The speed with which the cuttings will strike 

varies considerably.  Those that have struck in 

less than 8 weeks (on average) include E. glabra 

x veneta ‘Augusta Storm’, E. splendens x 

maculata ‘Spitfire’ and E. divaricata x 

polyclada ‘Summertime Blue’.  

More commonly, cuttings took 2-3 months to 

strike. These includes E. calcicola, E. 

christophori, E. decussata, E. glabra and its 

hybrids with E. nivea ‘Pink Pantha’, E. nivea x 

E. christophorii ‘Smoke Haze’, E. malacoides, 

E. serpens, E. serrulata, E. subfloccosa and E. 

veneta. 

Those in the 3-4 month range (on average) 

include E. alternifolia, E. barbata, E. biserrata, 

E. complanata, E. decipiens, E. divaricata, E. 

eriocalyx, E. ionantha E. laanii, E. latrobei E. 

lehmanniana, E. maculata and many of its 

crosses with E. glabra, E. nivea, E. splendens.  

After that, they take longer to strike. I know that 

many propagators will re-dip their cuttings into 

more hormone at that point, but our group 

doesn’t do that.  However, there are some 

species know to take a long time regardless – the 

standout of these being E. psilocalyx, which 

regularly takes 12 months. We have decided we 

just have to be patient with it! 

Success rates vary from species to species and is 

linked to how long they take to strike – because 

we lose more cuttings to mould the longer they 

are in the hotbed or cold frame.  The table below 

lists those with over 75% strike rate over the 

decade: 

Species % strike rate 

mackinlayi 75% 

bignoniiflora x glabra ‘Pink Cadillac’ 75% 

gibbifolia 75% 

succinea 78% 

foliosissima 80% 

veneta x glabra ‘Augusta Storm’ 80% 

decussata 81% 

polyclada x divaricata 

‘Summertime Blue’ 83% 

bignoniiflora x viscida ‘Meringur 

Midnight’ 83% 

maculata x glabra 84% 

obovata 86% 

polyclada 87% 

attenuata 89% 

calorhabdos x denticulata 90% 

calcicola 90% 

glabra x decipiens ‘Red Desert’ 100% 

undulata 100% 

splendens x maculata ‘Spitfire’ 100% 

serpens 100% 

maculata x glabra ‘Crazy Gal’ 100% 

caerulea 100% 

willsii 100% 

 

I’m sure others have different experiences – 

send in your own thoughts on the easiest 

Eremophila on which beginners can try out their 

striking skills. Pic below is of E. splendens 
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Book Review 
Lyndal Thorburn 

I finally gave in and bought myself a copy of the second edition of the Field Guide to the Plants of 

Outback South Australia (see Newsletter 143), and it’s a great book!  

There is full page treatment of E. bignoniiflora under “trees”. Under “Shrubs” are full pages of E. 

alternifolia, E. duttonii, E. freelingii, E. gilesii, E. glabra, E. latrobei, E. maculata, E. rotundifolia, 

E. scoparia and E. sturtii. These pages start with scientific and common names, description, 

occurrence (where they grow within SA) and comments e.g. about similar species, or whether the 

plant is attractive to or poisonous to stock. Each page entry is accompanied by a map showing where 

each species grows within the regions covered – mainly north of South Australia’s Goyder line – 

and a set of pictograms showing the type of landscape where the plant is found – classified as lakes, 

watercourses, hills/slopes, springs, plains, rocky outcrops, salt lakes/claypans, sand dunes and 

tablelands.  The photos are great, with 2-4 for each species showing the plant in the landscape and 

closeups of leaves, flowers and fruit, as relevant. 

The half page examples are of E. crassifolia, E. macdonnellii, E. neglecta, E. oppositifolia, and E. 

serrulata and cover common name, the pictograms, two photos and a short description. This book 

is highly recommended for those heading to the South Australian outback – apart from Eremophila, 

there is great detail on the smaller species (listed under Forbs) and grasses, great for field ID. 

Fertiliser Questions 
Melinda Perkins 

Dr Melinda Perkins is a member of the horticultural staff at University of Queensland and 

is now part of the team working on our research projects. We recently talked about the 

potential reasons for their Eremophila seedlings dying soon after being potted on (see pic 

at left) and I recalled the discussion about urea from fertilisers flooding potting mixes and 

killing some young native seedlings. This note is a result of that discussion. 

I have been trawling through past Newsletters. The articles on fertilisers 

(along with several regarding seed germination) were of particular interest. 

I see that twice yearly application of Troforte M Natives was used by one 

(or more?) respondents in the fertiliser survey (Newsletter 132). As this 

product also contains beneficial microbes, I was wondering if the 

respondents noticed any improvement in plant establishment and survival 

once they started using it? 

The reason I ask is because I believe that a happy Eremophila is one that has developed a mutual 

symbiosis with beneficial microbes in the soil. Two Eremophila species have been shown to form 

associations with mycorrhizal fungi – this usually means that other species in the same genus can 

form such associations. These would help the plant access mineral nutrients and water from a much 

greater volume of soil than its own root system can reach. 

It is also mentioned in Newsletter 139 that Neutrog POPUL8 – which the manufacturer says contains 

“a diverse microbiome of some 200+ naturally occurring microbes, plus a further 42 specifically 

selected bacteria and fungi” – is used by some Eremophila growers. If you know of any other 

comments/observations that growers have made in regard to its use, I’d be very interested in hearing 

them. MEMBERS CAN YOU HELP MELINDA?? 
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Sub-Group Meetings 

Queensland 
Lorelei Bartkowski 

The August meeting opened at 10am; 12 

members attended. The meeting started with a 

raffle of 9 plants purchased from the Australian 

Arid Lands Botanic Garden.  

1. Hardiest Eremophila in our Gardens 

The topic for the month was “hardy 

Eremophilas” (other than E. bignoniiflora, 

which was discussed last meeting and was 

highlighted in the last Newsletter). The list of 

other hardy species (on their own roots, in SE 

Queensland) is as follows:  

E. alternifolia – very reliable and hardy 

E. bowmanii ssp. bowmanii – generally hardy 

but some of us have had losses. 

E. calcicola – some discussion as to whether the 

variety we call E. calcicola may in fact be a 

green glabra. Either way it is a fairly tough 

plant. 

E. calorhabdos and its crosses – generally very 

reliable and hardy 

E. denticulata – generally hardy but susceptible 

to lantana bug. 

E. debilis – very reliable and hardy 

E. decipiens – very reliable and hardy 

E. deserti – very reliable and tough 

E. divaricata – very reliable and hardy 

E. Fairy Floss – generally hardy but susceptible 

to lantana bug. 

E. glabra – generally good though some of us 

lost a few in the extended wet summer a few 

years ago. 

E. laanii – generally hardy but not good for 

sandy soils. 

E. longifolia – generally hardy but can be 

susceptible to lantana bug. 

 
5 This was released as a biological control mechanism 
for lantana – and guess what, no-one tested it against 
Eremophila, of which it is quite fond.  

E. maculata – generally good though some of us 

lost a few in the extended wet summer a few 

years ago. 

E. mackinlayi – very reliable and hardy 

E. mitchellii – very reliable and tough 

E. neglecta – not many of these grown but those 

with it said it is pretty hardy. 

E. nivea – a fair bit of success growing on their 

own roots though not particularly long lived. 

E. oldfieldii – generally hardy though some of 

us have had losses. 

E. oppositifolia – generally hardy. 

E. ovata – seems to sucker and keep going in 

some of our gardens but not good in sandy soil. 

E. polyclada – generally tough but not good for 

sandy soil types. 

E. pterocarpa – generally hardy but some of us 

have had losses. 

E. stenophylla – very reliable and hardy 

E. subangustifolia – generally hardy though 

some of us have had losses. 

E. subfloccosa – some reported to be hardy but 

some of us have also had losses. Doesn’t like 

being too wet in clay soil. 

E. Yanna Road – Generally hardy though some 

of us have had losses.  

E. youngii – very reliable and hardy 

It’s good to see that we came up with a fairly 

long list of species and varieties that we consider 

hardy and reliable (or mostly) in our gardens.  

There was a discussion of lantana bug and how 

to get rid of it.5 The consensus was that spraying 

with a pyrethrum-based spray would be useful, 

as well as hand removing the bugs and egg sacs.  

This discussion was followed by a slide show of 

mostly Eremophila from Matthew and Lorelei’s 

quick trip into northern and western 

Queensland. After the raffle we toured the rail 

trail. 
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NEXT QUEENSLAND MEETING:  

Sunday 5 April 2025. Location TBD but near 

Toowoomba  

For more info email Lorelei Bartkowski on 

esgqld@gmail.com  

 

Victoria 
Chris Strachan 

Thirteen members met for dinner on 4 October. 

after the Biennial Conference in Melbourne 

(See page 16).  

There are no immediate plans for a local 

meeting, Chris will email members when 

something is organised.  

South Australia 
Tim Wood 

Despite having the challenges of a drying 

climate, members’ enthusiasm for Eremophilas 

continues and a group of 19 converged on Blyth 

on 21 September. There was the usual exchange 

of gardening and propagating experience along 

with swaps of a good variety of growing 

material. We can’t help the urge to experience 

more of the huge variety found in the genus. 

Ken Warnes showed a variety of seedlings from 

his garden. He also showed an example of 

vertical grafting, which produces a vertical 

standard form and looks quite attractive. Ken 

reminded us that E. neglecta is antagonistic to 

M. insulare when grafting, and I remembered 

Keith Pitman using M. montanum. 

Hans Greisser mentioned some highlights from 

his recent travels to Queensland for some seed 

collecting for the current research into 

germination. Collection of large seed of E. 

bignoniiflora had been easy but lighter seed of 

E. latrobei had proved difficult as it seemed to 

be wind-blown and not found near the plant. In 

other species, germination is more efficient on 

tetraploids than diploids but if there is no good 

data on provenance or geographical distribution, 

this variation in ploidy can’t be followed up. 

Perry Jones reported on the planned sculpture 

exhibition at the Arid Lands Botanic Gardens. 

Frost sensitive Eremophilas there have been 

grown on in large self-pruning root pots in the 

hope they will be more frost tolerant when 

planted out, as this is still a challenge for the 

main Eremophila planting. 

Ian Roberts showed us a sample of the 

outstanding new species E. willsmithii in flower. 

Many cuttings were taken by members. 

E. cuneifolia 

and E. 

macgillivrayi 

(above) and 

E. miniata 

and E. 

psilocalyx 

(below) 

mailto:esgqld@gmail.com
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Volunteers have been watering the new plants in 

Blyth as the area has only received 110mm 

rainfall so far this year (below is a pic of the 

group taking cuttings along the road). Many 

Eremophilas were flowering cheerfully despite 

the failing cereal crop over the fence and our 

visit was topped off by a stunning aerial 

acrobatic show for the Grand Final Day crowd 

just up the road. 

 

Danielle Shallow from the Adelaide Botanic 

Gardens reported that the Eremophilas the 

group donated last spring, and the first lot of 

plants received from Arid Lands in September, 

are looking happy. Others have been 

overwintered at Mt Lofty and there should be 

over 100 plants going into the ground soon at 

Adelaide Botanic Gardens’ Eremophila 

collection, over 50 at the Wittunga SW 

collection and 7 new plants in the ABG’s 

Garden of Health. She hopes to begin grafting 

species that are senescing in their collection, to 

continue to build on their capacity to propagate. 

She looks forward to continuing talking 

propagation with the study group. 

A big thank you to Ian for organising the venue 

plus the visit to his nursery, gallery and very 

impressive Terrace planting, which delights 

anyone travelling via the highway though Blyth. 

NEXT SOUTH AUSTRALIAN MEETING: 

Saturday 22 March 2025 at Barossa Bush 

Gardens, Nurioopta, SA.  

Theme: TBC  

For more info email Tim Wood: drspock52 (at) 

gmail.com 

Snippets 
Kaye Bartlett (SA): First, thank you for 

promoting Pangarinda Botanic Garden in the 

newsletter. I did one year take our pamphlet to 

one of our Study Group weekends.  

I have been involved with Pangarinda Botanic 

Garden since its beginning in 1993, and 24 years 

as secretary. Volunteers have been responsible 

for what has been achieved at Pangarinda and 

the huge collection of plants growing there, with 

all 9 members of the first committee having 

membership with the Society of Growing 

Australian Plants. APS members are still 

donating plants, seeds, cutting material, and 

paying for plant signs.  

The new Eremophila plants in the garden are 

from a couple of Study group weekends when 

Paul brought home cutting material, we grew 

them and planted at Pangarinda. 

I haven't tried Eremophila georgei in the home 

garden, being unable to grow a lot of 

Eremophilas (if given an Eremophila, I will try 

it at Pangarinda first). 

We had an E. georgei growing at Pangarinda in 

sandy loam for at least 10years, before it started 

to become very woody with limbs dying. Before 

this, it was a very healthy and attractive plant, a 

metre high by half a metre wide. Leaves a dark 

green, and in Spring a flush of large deep blue 

flowers followed by a few months of odd 

blooms. I am not sure if it was a grafted plant, 

but it never suckered. Once they become woody, 

death isn't far away. 

This seems to be happening to a lot of our 

Eremophilas. We are at present watching what 

has been a very spectacular plant, Eremophila 

platycalyx, hardly ever without a flower, 

starting to have limbs dying. They seem to retain 

healthy limbs at the top until last. Have tried 

leaving the hose running on it for an hour or so, 

thinking our dry summer without heavy rainfall 

may be the cause. It hasn't required watering, 

once established. No luck with cuttings either. 

We do very little pruning in the garden, as we 

promote a natural look, I wonder if early 

pruning would help, or if the plant is reaching 

the end of its life. With the huge diversity of 
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species at Pangarinda we have many losses of 

healthy plants from unknown causes. 

I bought a seedling, E. neglecta, that must have 

been over 12yrs ago. It is growing in our garden 

on the farm in a high pH8 to pH9 loam and it has 

been flowering all winter. It is alongside E. 

deserti which likes our sandy loam, as do the 

many E. maculata that provide our birds with 

tucker most of the year. 

Here is a photo Eremophila macdonnellii that 

seems love our sandy soils for a short life of 

around 10 yrs. 

 

Bill Handke (NSW): You may recall I had a 

hybrid Eremophila pop up in our Tathra garden. 

Here is a photo of it. 

 

Ursina Gringer (WA): Here are some photos 

of Dasypodia selenophora, or the Southern Old 

Lady Moth, drinking nectar from the 

Eremophila splendens in my garden at 

Nungarin. They also liked the nearby E. 

maculata. 

 

 

Tony Porritt (NSW): We were up in north-

western NSW recently visiting some of the 

Parks. We saw lots of flora as it had been wet 

earlier in the year. We are having trouble 

identifying some of the Eremophila we saw. We 

think these (over) are E. gilesii, E. freelingii and 
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E. goodwinii (in order, below) – if anyone thinks 

differently, I’d like to know please.  

 

 

 

Sandra Wood (SA): Eremophila looking good 

(next column) in Horsham Botanic Gardens (on 

our way to the Biennial Conference in 

Melbourne) – the rest of the Australian plants 

were struggling in dry conditions. 

 

Brian Walters (NSW): I had a great trip from 

Perth to Broome via Shark Bay, Exmouth & 

Karijini National Park. It wasn't specifically a 

wildflower tour, but I managed to find a few I 

didn't know along the way. Only one 

Eremophila – E. latrobei  (below) near Hamlin 

Pool.  

 

Email troubles? 
Following on from my email catastrophe early 

this year, I believe I can now email all members 

through MailChimp. 

However, owners of some of the addresses with 

which I was having trouble (including 

adam.com.au and various permutations of 

Bigpond) are now having trouble emailing me. 

If you are one of those people, please ask your 

provider to “whitelist” my email address as a 

first step. If you continue to have trouble, try 

emailing me on the address below: 

lyndalthorburn@gmail.com 

Or you can text or phone me on 0418 972 438. 

Lyndal 

mailto:lyndalthorburn@gmail.com
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Financial Report 2023-24 

 

 

Notes: 

1. Software 

expenses include 

website revamp, 

50% of MailChimp 

and 50% of MYOB 

subscriptions. 

2. The grant from 

NPQ is recognised 

in the accounts in 

the year it was spent.  

3. We are still to 

break even on sales 

of both wrapping 

paper and colouring 

books (production 

expenses incurred in 

2021-22). 

4. Miscellaneous 

income comprises 

additional donations 

from members when 

renewing 

memberships 

5. If anyone wants 

more explanations 

on income or 

expenditure, please 

contact me and I will 

answer your 

questions.  
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About the Study Group  
The Eremophila Study Group aims to further knowledge about the cultivation, propagation and 

conservation of the 200+ species of Eremophilas, an endemic genus of Australian plants. It is one 

of several Study Groups which operates under the auspices of the Australian Native Plants Society 

(Australia) (ANPSA).  

Study Groups allow members with specific interests to develop that interest to the full and to 

contribute to the body of knowledge on the Australian flora.  Active members collect information 

on the genus and send their observations to the leader who collates and publishes the information, 

in a newsletter or in other Society publications. The Study Group can record any aspect of 

cultivation, propagation and ecology of the preferred genus. Study Groups are expected to publish 

at least two newsletters per year. Back issues of newsletters can be found at 

https://anpsa.org.au/newsletter/eremophila-study-group/. 

This Study Group aims to study the cultivation and propagation of the genus Eremophila; to expand 

cultivation of Eremophila in gardens; and to examine the growing requirements of the various 

species to improve their reliability.  

In addition to paying annual Group fees, members must also be members of an ANPSA-affiliated 

regional society (https://anpsa.org.au/membership/).   

SUBSCRIPTIONS  

Membership is $5 per annum. Subscriptions for a financial year can be direct deposited into our 

bank account: 

BSB: 105-125  

Bank name: Bank of South Australia 

Account No.: 013 751 340             

A/c name: ASGAP Eremophila Study Group 

Please put your surname and state/group membership in the reference field.  

ANPSA policy is that regional groups pay for two subscriptions in recognition that Study Group 

material will be used by several group members 

New members, please download the application form from our website prior to depositing funds 

https://anpsa.org.au/join-eremophila-study-group/   

Leader: Dr Lyndal Thorburn, Life Member of ANPS Canberra. Contact her through lthorburn (at) 

viria.com.au or phone 0418 972 438.       Address: 3 Considine Close Greenleigh NSW 2620 

Honorary members: Ken Warnes and Russell Wait 

Newsletters are available in Black and White by post and in COLOUR by email.  

For more general information about Study Groups, contact Ms Jane Fountain Coordinator, Study 

Groups, Australian Native Plants Society (Australia) (studygroups (at) anpsa.org.au)    

Articles from the Newsletter can be reproduced in full without further reference to the Editor, 

providing that photos are credited to the original photographer/s, as are noted in the text. Where 

only a part or summary of an article is to be used, this must be cleared with the Study Group Leader 

prior to publication. Please allow two weeks for this clearance to be obtained.  

NEXT NEWSLETTER when I have enough for 24 pages  

https://anpsa.org.au/newsletter/eremophila-study-group/
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