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Dear members, 

                welcome to 2025.  Whilst it is raining along the northern parts of the East coast of Australia 

and across the tropics, the drought continues here at Elliminyt in the southwest part of Victoria. Our 

rainfall in 2024 was about 385mm, well down on our normal 700 plus mm. It was the second driest 

year since records began in 1889. I hope the rainfall will be back to normal this year but first we have 

to get through the drier months of summer. The Hakeas have in most cases survived, which is good 

news but the species from wetter climates have needed some extra watering. The spring rains were 

well below average and the best fall was 40mm near the end of October, which set off a mass of 

new growth, much of which has now to be pruned back. However most species flowered well and 

quite a few have set seed.  

                 Three Hakea species I am particularly pleased with are ednieana, grammatophylla and 

fraseri.  Ednieana comes from the rugged northern Flinders Ranges where droughts and flooding 

rains are common. It flowers in January - February when it is very hot and so very few people see it 

in flower. My ten year old plant has a terminal flower spike which I hoped would be showy but it is 

really a disappointment as it very pale in color and quite small. It is probably insect pollinated. 

Nevertheless to have got this far I should be pleased with the result. The plant has short compound 

leaves, which you also see on inland plants of divaricata, ivoryi and eyreana. 

                Hakea grammatophylla comes from the ranges around Alice Springs and grows above 800m 

altitude in quartzite soils. It must be extremely tough to withstand the heat in summer and long 

periods without rain. It has dull green strap like leaves and lovely medium sized pink flowers. Here in 

Elliminyt it flowers up to four times a year after a good rainfall. There are a couple of Hakeas such as 

linearis and ruscifolia which will flower twice a year but the rest just once. So this species should be 

more readily grown for its flowers. 

                Hakea fraseri comes from the Armidale area in New South Wales where it grows on scree 

slopes and rock ledges around four waterfalls. It flowers in December here at Elliminyt with large 

grey white flowers which are not that showy. I have two grafted plants and both flowered this year. 

The great news is that some 20 seed capsules have formed and I am looking forward to at last having 

seed. As seed is not retained on the plant I will have to be vigilant to collect it as the follicles open. In 

the wild the yellow-tailed cockatoos visit plants, and if there are any fruits left after their visit, just 

getting down the steep rocky slopes is no easy task. The plant has long terete leaves up to 100mm 

long and corky bark. Mist from the waterfalls often blows over them. 

               Hakea amplexicaulis also set seed for the first time this summer. It has flowered for many 

years and the holly-like leaves with irregularly spaced teeth make it easily identifiable. The leaves are 

stem-clasping and when they die the wind makes them spin on the branch. A very open ornamental 

spreading plant which benefits from pruning to keep it in shape. The seed capsules are supposed to 



remain on the plant. 

 

Seed collecting 

                 Which plants do not retain their seed while the branch is green?  There are a number of 

Hakeas which do not retain their seed and you need to bag the seed capsules when green or keep a 

close eye on them to see when the capsules start opening. Most are in the dry inland but there are a 

few in more cooler wetter areas.  Hakeas chordophylla, clavata, divaricata, ednieana, eyreana, 

fraseri, ivoryi, lorea, preissii, prostrata, pritzellii, recurva ssp recurva, recurva ssp arida, and trifurcata 

release their seed when mature. 

                Hakea aenigma and pulvinifera do not set seed. 

                In dryish periods Hakea oldfieldii does not retain its seed, also leucoptera ssp. sericipes.  

Hakea neurophylla usually retains its seed but after dry periods followed by rain may release seed. 

Hakea nodosa may have two types of seed capsule thickness on the same plant. The thinner ones 

can release when mature. 

                So I hope that helps you when collecting seed. 

 
North Queensland Hakeas 

                Trials of these Hakeas as to their suitability in cooler climates continues. So far results have 

not been good but more work needs to be done. 

Hakea pedunculata. A plant on its own roots here at Elliminyt survived most of the winter before 

dying. It has now been replaced with a grafted plant on Hakea drupacea root stock and this should 

ensure its survival through the winter of 2025. 

Hakea arborescens. Two seedlings were planted out on their own roots in December and so far look 

good. 

Hakea chordophylla. Two plants on their own roots were planted out in December  2024 and are 

showing vigorous growth. 

Hakea persiehana. This species is proving difficult to establish. The seedlings grow quickly to about 

200mm in height and then stop. I am not sure why, it could be that this species needs certain soil 

fungi or minerals. None of the six seedlings have survived and the two planted in the ground died 

also. 

Hakea macrocarpa. A central Australian plant. Two were planted in the ground on their own roots 

and so far one has survived. 

New members 

                We welcome Anthony Stuart and Mark Riccio as new members. We hope they will enjoy 

adding new Hakea species to their gardens. 

Financial 

Balance forward 1st. October 2024                                       4164-13 

Subscriptions                                                                               295-00  

Expenditure 

Printing and posting newsletter No 86                                     36-00 

Balance as of 31st. December 2025.                                      4423-13    

Thank you to all members who have rejoined. 

Seed bank 

                      I have seed of the northern Queensland species, which in the past we seldom had due to 

where they grew and seeds being released on maturity. I would like to see more members try 

growing these species to see how they react to different climates and soil types. Peter Thomas in 

Townsville has no trouble growing them as they love the tropical climate. 



The Verrucosa Group 

                  The group consist of Hakeas bakeriana, pendens, purpurea, rhombales and verrucosa.  

This is a hardy group of plants suited for gardens in wheat belt areas but will tolerate well drained 

soils in wetter climates too that lack high humidity. Hakea bakeriana will tolerate medium amounts 

of humidity. 

Hakea bakeriana. A plant that can grow to 2.4m high and 2.4m wide but usually smaller, with a 

lignotuber. The bright green leaves are terete 30-110mm long with a sharp mucro. Flowers are quite 

large and occur in stalked racemes mostly arising from leaf axils on the older wood. They vary from 

pink and cream to a pinky red. The fruits are large, obliquely ovate to 4.5-7cm long and 3.3-4.5cm 

wide and predominately warty with a short blunt beak. In cultivation it has been proved to be a 

hardy plant which likes some moisture over summer. Its natural occurrence is between the 

Hawkesbury River and Newcastle. mostly in low scrub and heath where winters are cool with some 

moisture but summers are hot and high rainfall and humidity can also be significant. Unfortunately 

not seen in many gardens due to the flowers being hidden in the foliage but its rounded shape and 

bright green foliage does make it attractive. Moderately frost tolerant.  

Hakea pendens. From the Parker Range, south of Coolgardie in Western Australia, where it grows in 

stony soils. The climate is hot and dry in summer and cool with some rain in winter. A shrub to 3m 

tall and 2m wide with dark green terete leaves 2-4cm long x 2mm diameter. The flowers are very 

attractive, moderately large, pendent and come out white and gradually turn pink. It flowers in 

September. The fruit are obliquely obovate 2.8-3.1cm long x 1.4-1.8cm wide with back pustulate 

surface. This species has been grown in members’ gardens for many years in a variety of well 

drained soils. Frost tolerant. Some members have a compound leaf variety where seed probably 

came from a plant in Wittunga Gardens in Adelaide. This form has not been seen in the wild. 

Suitable for drier areas but seems to tolerate rainfall up to 700mm if soil is well drained. 

Hakea purpurea. A medium-sized shrub to 2.5m tall from southern Outback Queensland, where it 

grows in open forest and heath in sandy soils. Rainfall can be extremely variable with long dry 

periods and then drenching rains. The terete leaves to 9.5cm long x 0.8-1.5mm diameter can be 

simple or divided into three to seven segments and are a bright dark green. The flowers can be 

prolific and spectacular, glowing red in thick clusters in leaf axils and on old wood. Flowering time is 

late winter to September. Fruit have a smoothish surface, elliptical 3-4cm x 1.5-2.0 cm wide with a 

small upturned beak. Seed is retained. This is a great plant for gardens as it will grow in temperate to 

subtropical gardens in well drained alkaline or acid soils which can be sandy to clay loam. Has 

flowered well in Adelaide and up on the Murray River at Strathmerton in Victoria. Has not flowered 

at Elliminyt but plants look healthy. 

Hakea rhombales. A plant from the interior of Australia growing in sandy and stony soils from the 

lower parts of the Canning stock route to the Petermann Ranges in Central Australia. Sporadic in 

occurrence. A bushy shrub to 2.3m high and wide and root suckering. The climate is hot in summer 

and warm in winter with rainfall being very unreliable. Leaves grey green 6.5 to 23cm long x 1.6-

1.9mm diameter. Flowers U shaped in bud, large and reddish in flower. Flowers April to September. 

Fruit are obliquely obovate, 2.2-3.5cm long x 1.6-2.3cm wide with black pustulate surface and a 

toothed crest. A very striking plant when in flower with the flowers being offset well by the grey-

green foliage. I have seen it in flower in the Kings Park gardens in Perth and in Kingaroy in 

Queensland where it has seeded in red volcanic loam. I have two plants here in Elliminyt which look 

healthy, and I hope one day they will flower. The plant looks as though it may flower after good falls 

of rain, but this is probably not the case. 

Hakea verrucosa. From the Ravensthorpe area in Western Australia, growing in a variety of soils 

from clay to sandy loam. The climate is hot in summer and mostly dry and winters are cool and wet. 

The plant can grow to 2.5m tall but generally is much smaller. It is non-lignotuberous. The leaves are 



green, terete, 2-6.3cm long and 1.0-1.5mm diameter and tend to all bend in the one upright position 

along a branch. The flowers are large, pink turning to red with age, on old and new wood.  Flowers in 

winter. The fruit is obliquely obovate, 2.2-3.1cm long x 1.2-1.4cm wide with a short beak. A very 

hardy species which has grown well in many members’ gardens from cool temperate to warm 

temperate climates. 

 

As I finish off this newsletter on Australia Day, I think about how lucky that I am an Australian and 

that I live in a country with such unique flora. I only wish that our governments would take steps to 

create more reserves and National Parks to ensure the preservation of our flora and fauna. We need 

much more areas reserved for the flora and fauna to survive. 

 

Hakeas ruscifolia, Hakea leucoptera ssp leucoptera, Hakea leucoptera ssp sericipes, Hakea linearis 

and ednieana have flowered over summer.  All have white to cream white flowers which I believe 

are not bird pollinated. 

Some Hakeas start to form flower buds soon after flowering. I have noticed bucculenta, multilineata, 

cinerea, and petiolaris to do this and so if you need to prune it has to be done soon after flowering. 

I have lost a couple of Hakeas over this period of drought which has now been going for fifteen 

months. The cool changes bring little or no rain and I feel it will go on for some time yet. The inland 

Hakeas have probably enjoyed it in that they appreciate less moisture. Hakea denticulata was a plant 

eleven years old and it probably died because its root system had been in saturated soil for years 

and then could not withstand the dryness. Likewise for Hakea hookeriana where green moss 

appeared on its stem and branches indicating it was suffering. 

At the end of this newsletter I have included a photo of Hakea asperma showing how it grows in the 

wild. At Elliminyt the central stem of the original cutting grown plant has died but all around it root 

suckers have shot up and this is how it grows in the wild on the Nunniong plateau in far eastern 

Victoria. Only a few people have seen it and recognized it as a Hakea. A plant for cooler climates. 

Other photos are of Hakeas ednieana, fraseri and ruscifolia. 

I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter and that your Hakeas are thriving. I must get back to 

continuing the pruning of mine as in parts of the garden it has become a Hakea jungle. Do not forget 

the seed bank as it can be a lot of satisfaction in growing your own and now is the time to germinate 

seed. 

 

I hope Peter Thomas’ plants of tropical Hakeas in Townsville are thriving in the recent wet 

conditions. Most plants from the southern states would not be expected to survive in those 

conditions.  

 

Cheers,  

Paul. 

 

 

 

 



 

Hakea asperma with dead centre and root suckers  Hakea fraseri 

 

  Hakea ruscifolia      Hakea ednieana 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Hakea ednieana at Arkaroola, SA 


