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Dear members,

The drought continues here in Western Victoria whilst torrential rains fall in the mid-north
coast of New South Wales. Oh how we wish some would come our way. Across South Australia and
southwestern Victoria the land is now in its second year of drought and from the air the parched land
looks very dry with very little grass cover. The forested areas are also not looking lush as native
plants drop leaves to conserve moisture. My garden has survived due to my efforts to water the
smaller plants on a weekly basis. However, | have still lost Hakea decurrens ssp physocarpa,
denticulata and smilacifolia. The causes being drought and root competition from adjacent plants.

Hakea linearis flowers at least twice a year hear at Elliminyt; however, up to this year
producing seed had not occurred. Recently | found five seed capsules from the late 2024 flowering,
so | have distributed seed to a couple of members. The seed is very tiny. The other one that has
flowered profusely is Hakea longiflora. which is a very rare plant from John and Joyce Williams’ Hi
Valley farm area north of Perth. It has flowered for the past four years and is now a large bush. This
year | have found eight seeds capsules all in the area where the long grass edge meets the lower
branches of the bush. | am wondering if the pollinator is something at or near ground level. The seed
capsule is bent back against the branch, which also makes it hard to find.

Trip to WA

One of my relatives in Western Australia was having a party to celebrate his 80" birthday
and having received an invite | thought it would be a good chance to catch up with relatives and do
some Hakea activities as well. The weather over there had seen a prolonged hot summer and north
of Perth the autumn rains had not arrived. Farmers were sowing cereal crops in dry soil in the hope
that rains would come in the next few weeks. | spent three very enjoyable days with Hakea Study
Group members. About three years ago Bob and Judy Howard joined the study group from Bickley, a
southeastern suburb of Perth in the Darling Ranges. In initial correspondence Bob had mentioned he
was interested in growing all the Hakeas and already had some forty Western Australian species in
the ground. So | invited the Western Australian members of the study group to come and meet at
Bob and Judy’s property for a Study Group gathering.

Their property of about 40 acres consist of sloping land down to a creek line. Beyond this is
a densely wooded range where sunrises are magnificent if you are up early. The land had been
largely cleared of local flora as in early days the local council has removed sandy soil from the creek
area and then later backfilled with rubble and then some better soil on top. Bob informs me that the
sandy soil with large amounts of buck shot gravel in it has been the result of granite being worn
down over millions of years. The iron and alumina in the soil provide the minerals that the western
native plants seem to thrive in. Oh how | wish our sandy soils has some of this gravel.
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Bob and Judy acquired the property some years ago and have done a lot of improvements.
To stop the kangaroos Bob extended the perimeter 1.0m high chain wire fence to about 1.7m and
this seems to have been largely successful in keeping them out. Rabbits can also be a problem but
there was no evidence of them doing any damage. Bob and Judy had a bore put down for water and
this is used for garden watering. Poly pipe has been laid under garden beds and drippers connected
where plants are put in the ground. The whole garden area is on drippers with the garden being
divided into a number of zones. Bob waters plants once every three days in summer for about an
hour as drainage is excellent. What | found fascinating was that it is all controlled from Bob’s phone.
He does not need to be at home to see what is happening, a couple of presses of buttons will show
how the plants are going, and if they need watering he can send the signal to open up the valve for a
given time. What advances have occurred in technology.

We spent the day looking at all the Hakeas they are growing as well as Bob’s propagation
house and cold frame. The buildings for the latter were just superb and showed Bob’s determination
to have everything just right. When Hakeas germinate from seed or cuttings they are then potted on
into tubes and then into large pots put out into the open for hardening off before planting.

The Hakeas we looked at were amplexicaulis, auriculata, baxteri, bucculenta, cinerea,
corymbosa, costata, conchifolia, cristata, cycloptera, drupacea, elliptica, erinacea, florida, francisiana,
gilbertii, incrassata, invaginata, laurina, lissocarpha, megalosperma, multilineata, neurophylla,
obtusa, orthorrhyncha ssp orthorrhyncha, orthorrhyncha ssp filiformis, pandanicarpa, petiolaris sp
petiolaris, petiolaris ssp trichophylla, platysperma, preissii, prostrata, pycnoneura, ruscifolia,
scoparia, stenocarpa, trifurcata, undulata and victoria. What a great collection and with a little help
from members Bob and Judy will soon have all the Western Australia species!!

The second day of our Hakea get-together was at Tom and Rosie Constant’s property at
Bullsbrook. The property is mainly open forest and not much local understorey apart from some
magnificent blackboys with their skirts still intact. The front part has a creek running through it and
behind this is a steep hill on which at the top Tom and Rosie have built a new home. Tom does not
have the luxury of building fences to keep kangaroos out and hence has to cover many of his plants
to stop them browsing. Rabbits too are a problem but the Kangaroos do the most damage as the lack
of grass means they are looking for anything green to eat. Tom does not have a regular water supply
and has to water his plants using plastic bottles from a tank, and walking up and down the hill is quite
strenuous in summer. In all Tom and Rosie have about forty Hakea species in a mixture of soil types
from sand to clay and buckshot gravel. Old plants of Hakea orthorrhyncha ssp filiformis have done
extremely well and were covered in seed. Hakea leucoptera ssp. sericipes had reached for the sky
seeking sunlight but sets seed every year. It occurs in a few locations of the Outback areas of the
Gascoyne River system, however, it is much more prevalent in the Quilpie--Barcaldine areas in
Queensland. There were large bushes of the hybrid Hakea called crassifolia as well as some of the
grass-leaf Hakeas such as francisiana and multilineata. Up around the house we saw Hakea
myrtoides, neurophylla, circumalata, anadenia, cristata and pycnoneura. Tom has some large bushes
of a Hakea he has named “constantii”, which is a larger leaf form of Hakea crassifolia. Tom says it
comes true from seed, which is unusual as crassifolia from seed grown usually tends back to
petiolaris.

The third day of our get-together saw us head north to beyond Bindoon, where we stopped
and climbed up into the bush to see the northern form of Hakea lasianthoides. It is a much smaller
plant growing in rocky soils and much lower rainfall. The plants were showing signs of being drought
affected and some had died, however, there is still quite a few plants alive in the population. The
leaves are generally shorter and somewhat thicker, and it is a much more open bush. It is in open
forest with Acacia and pea species. On the way to this population we also saw Hakea undulata and
incrassate. We then drove further north towards Wannamal where at a lunch stop we found what is



probably the most northern population of Hakea myrtoides. They too were showing signs of drought
due to the long hot summer. This Hakea which grows mostly as a small bush no more than 600mm
high has lovely red flowers in spring and is probably now considered endangered due to land
clearing. From Wannamal we headed north to Mogumber and turned west on the Mogumber West
road which has some lovely roadside flora about halfway across with its junction with the Brand
Highway. There is also a large reserve there and in this area Hakea smilacifolia, psilorrhyncha and
prostrata can be found.

The day concluded with a drive east to the Calingiri area, stopping on the way to look at a
roadside population of Hakea gilbertii. This prickly Hakea has thin tapering down-curved leaves and
masses of white flowers in late winter. Our aim in the Calinigiri area was to look at the only
population of Hakea chromatropa, which grows on a roadside. There were nineteen plants there on a
previous visit and this has grown by one thanks to the propagating efforts of Tom. This is probably
the most vulnerable Hakea as one swipe of a road grader would wipe the species out.

It was lovely to meet up again with Western Australian members of the Hakea Study Group
and renew knowledge and friendships. There are gardens there with great potential to show off the
Hakea genus.

New members

We welcome Robin Barker from Wail in Victoria. Robin is keen to grow a lot of Hakeas and
we know from members in the Wimmera such as Royce Raleigh and the late Fred Rogers that many
of the Hakeas do well in that region. | sent Robin some fifty packets of seed so we look forward to
hearing how the Hakeas progress.

Welcome also to Joanne Burgess who lives in the northern suburbs of Perth and assists at
the nursery of the Northern Suburbs Branch of the Western Australian Wildflower Society. They are
keen to propagate the local flora, especially those rare and endangered native species, and get them
into gardens. Both Joanne and Simone Disney, who also works at the nursery, came along to Bob and
Judy’s garden. One of the problems | see in WA is that we are not allowed to pick seed or cuttings of
native plants and this makes it difficult to source material. However, over many years plants have
been grown of many species and it is in most cases possible to source material from gardens.

Members reports

Neil and Wendy Marriott have had a number of Hakea losses this summer as the drought
conditions have dried up any moisture in their soil which is a granite type that has excellent drainage
but does not retain moisture at depth in these prolonged dry spells. Hakeas from the higher rainfall
areas of the southwest of Western Australia such as cucullata, elliptica etc have died.

Peter Thomas from Townsville in Queensland reports that 2.5m of rain fell over summer.
His tropical Hakeas survived but the ground being so moist caused them to become horizontal in the
wind. He has not tried to straighten them up, instead letting the branches grow vertical.

Joanne Burgess says she grows Hakeas on extremely alkaline sandy soils which overlie
limestone outcrops. She has in her garden verrucosa, neurophylla, ruscifolia and Burrendong Beauty.
There was also a Hakea laurina which at age 14 was blown out of the ground. In her verge she has
laurina (2 years old), lisssocarpha (14), cucullata, erecta, orthorrhyncha ssp. filiformis (8), circumalata
(8), which died from storm damage, petiolaris and prostrata. In the laneway she has bucculenta (4),
obtusa (4), newbeyana (4), invaginata (2), horrida which died age 2, multilineata (4), platysperma (4),
pandanicarpa ssp. crassifolia, cinerea (3), corymbosa (2) and minyma (1). Leader’s comment: Some of
these | would not expect to do well in alkaline soils, however, until we try them in these conditions
we will not know how tolerant they are of alkaline soils. | hope the Western Australian members can
arrange to see her garden and visit the nursery sometime later this year.

Hans Griesser from Gumeracha in South Australia, a town to the northeast of Adelaide in



the hills says that it has been exceptionally dry for the first five months of this year. There have been
some showers recently which have made his fifty plus Hakeas species looking more refreshed. He has
watered occasionally his small Hakea plants less than one year old but the rest have had to survive
without any assisted watering. He lost two Hakea constablei, a Hakea gibbosa and one of three
plants of Hakea pandanicarpa. He has propagated some more Hakea species and these will go in the
ground when the rain finally comes. Leader’s comment: Hakea constablei comes from the Blue
Mountains and Hakea gibbosa from the Sydney region where summers are warm to hot and with
rain. They do not like hot dry summers.

Royce and Jeanne Raleigh live at the northern end of the Grampians in Victoria in a
beautiful setting. They have been through two years of drought and have lost a number of Hakeas.
Recent losses include anadenia, baxteri, conchifolia, smilacifolia, sulcata, teretifolia and undulata.
Their soil is a mixture of loam and gravelly clay which can hold a lot of moisture in wet years. Royce
has dug deep drains around garden beds to remove excess moisture.

Finance

Balance brought forward 4423-13
Income from subscriptions 106-00
Expenditure

Printing and postage newsletter 87 94-10
Balance 1°*'.June 2025 4435-03

Propagating

lan Evans from Bendigo has been grafting Hakeas onto Hakea salicifolia and drupacea. | had
the pleasure to visit him recently and bring home grafted plants of arborescens, lorea, persiehana
and chordophylla. For the purpose of hardiness most are grafted onto Hakea drupacea rootstock as it
is much more adaptable to soils and weather conditions. However, there are a few like Hakea victoria
which will only graft satisfactorily onto Hakea salicifolia. | hope in the next newsletter to have an
article from lan on his grafting of Hakeas. lan has a number of grafted Hakeas for sale and if you are
interested you can contact me for lan’s phone number. For Victorian members lan will be at the APS
Mitchell group plant sales in Kilmore on 6" September. He also grafts a number of rare and
endangered Grevilleas.

There are 169 species and subspecies of Hakea. 115 of them are found in Western Australia
and most are endemic to that State. Hakea francisiana is also found on the Eyre peninsula in South
Australia. Hakea rhombales just extends into the Northern Territory and Hakea leucoptera ssp.
sericipes is more prominent in central Queensland. The northern Hakeas of lorea, macrocarpa,
chordophylla and arborescens extend into the top end of the Northern territory and Queensland.

As | send out this newsletter the drought continues. The warm days of summer that
lingered well into autumn have now been replaced by cold days. In late May we had five days of frost
which burnt the grass in the lawn. It does not appear to have damaged the Hakeas apart from Hakea
amplexicaulis where new growth has been burnt. The non-grafted tropical species have plastic covers
around them and so far appear to be OK. Rainfall for the period January to 1st. of June is only 80mm.
The Hakea flowering season is now getting underway, Hakea petiolaris ssp angusta and ssp.
trichophylla, and H bicornata were the first but were quickly followed by Hakea petiolaris ssp
petiolaris, Burrendong Beauty, pycnoneura, scoparia ssp trycherica and marginata. In the next month
a lot more will flower. Do not forget to make use of our seed bank, there are plenty of species
available. In the meantime enjoy your endeavors with the Hakea genus.
50mm of rain on the 6 of June. Horray.

Cheers, Paul.



Hakea petiolaris ssp. Petiolaris Paul with WA members at Howard garden, Bickley




