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Dear members.
| can report that there have been some good winter rains across southern South

Australia and southwest Victoria. However, because the ground has been so dry there has been little
run off and this is still a concern that the subsoil is not saturated and unless we get good spring rains
our native plants will again be subject to drought in summer. Elsewhere much of New South Wales
and Queensland is still green from torrential and continuing rains. Oh how | wish | could be out in
the Quilpie area of south west Queensland to witness the flowering of the local Hakeas and other
native plants that come up after good rains.

It has also been a wet winter in Western Australia and Tom Constant has sent me
photos of just how high his creek was over the road.

Trip to the northern part of Queensland.

| had for some time wanted to do the tourist train trips of the Gulflander and the
Savannalander and so in July | flew to Cairns. After a day in Cairns | caught a bus to travel the 750
klms across the base of Cape York to Karumba on the shore of the Gulf of Carpentaria. | then went
on the Gulflander train from Normanton to Croydon some 151 kims long on semi light rail track
made out of British steel and laid down in 1898. Croydon in the gold rush days had a population of
40’000 but today it is about 50. The gulf country is quite flat and in the wet season much of it is
inundated with water so Melaleucas are the predominant flora and in higher parts Eucalyptus
shirleyii is quite visible with its glaucus leaves. No Hakeas in this environment. About halfway back to
Cairns some hilly country appears and in this sandstone type soils Hakea lorea occurs. We were to
see a lot more of it back on the Atherton tablelands. The second part of the journey was the train
trip from Forsyth to Cairns on a two-car silver body train of much more recent vintage. However, the
track dates back to 1898 with steel sleepers and rail laid mostly on the ground. There are some wide
river crossings which in the wet season are a raging torrent. The flora changed more to Eucalypts as
we approached the Atherton tablelands. If you have a few days to spare | would recommend the
trip. Back in Cairns | had a couple of rest days before Peter Thomas from Townsville picked me up
and we headed for Cooktown to look at Hakea pedunculata. The name pedunculata comes from the
fact that the flower is on a long peduncle. They were not in flower when we were there but | was
most interested in seeing what soil type they grew in and how close they grew to the ocean. | had
seen them growing on the edge of swamps in sandy loam overlying clay many years ago but Peter
took me to places where they were growing next to the mangroves. This fascinated me as | would
not have expected to see them subjected to tidal movements. Some had crab holes around their
roots and | wonder if they were growing in freshwater that had seeped from higher slopes and held
back the sea water underground. Nevertheless this species on its own roots | would expect it would
be very difficult to grow outside the tropics unless grafted. The leaves are a leathery green and fairly
firm and the trunk, which can be multi-stemmed, consists of dark ribbed bark. The flowers are white
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in colour in the wet season.

From Cooktown we headed south to the Atherton tablelands to seek out Hakea
persiehana and plurinervia. We did not see a lot of persiehana but it appears to grow in a variety of
soil types that are well drained. It tends to be a tall bush in open forest with long terete foliage to 28
cms.. Its branches tend to be pendulous due to the weight of foliage. The flowers are a greenish -
yellow color in dense clusters. The seed capsules are quite large with a smooth surface. The bark is
deeply furrowed corky bark. | have had no success growing this species on its own roots due to the
cooler climate and probably lack of more clay particles in our sandy soils. However now with a
grafted plant | am hoping for success. The Atherton Tablelands can have quite cold nights but the
warm days make up for the cold nights. Probably only tolerant of light frosts on its own roots. It
would also need plenty of moisture in summer coming from a tropical climate.

Hakea plurinervia grows in open forests on the Atherton tablelands. The plants we saw
were in hilly country near Herberton growing in well-drained gravelly soils. The leaves are light
green, 8-21cm long with 5-9 longitudinal veins and up to 3.5cm wide. The flowers are quite large, a
vivid white which can be observed between July and October. The seed capsules are about 3 cm long
with a smooth surface pitted with pustules and the bark is smooth. This species can be grown on its
own roots in southern climates. | have two plants here in Elliminyt in sandy loam overlying clay
which have grown to 1.5m, flowered and set seed. Seldom grown in gardens but should be brought
into cultivation.

Hakea arborescens. Years ago | saw this Hakea growing in undulating country near water
courses at Forsyth in Savannah country. It does not appear to be plentiful there but the nearer you
get to the Atherton tablelands it can be found growing as a low to moderate high shrub in open
bushland. From Atherton we followed its distribution down the Kennedy Highway to below the Lynd.
Once you get your eyes adjusted to it, it is quite numerous. We saw bushes to 8m high which have
dark green linear leathery leaves to 15cm long and 1cm wide. The cream flowers are in axillary
clusters in February to April, which is during the wet season. The bark is rough. The seed capsule is
up to 5cm long, smooth surface and with a beak. Occurs also in the Northern Territory and in
Western Australia. Seldom grown in gardens but worthy of trialing in gardens for tolerance to cooler
climates. Would appreciate summer watering.

We continued down the Kennedy Highway in savannah forests to the Lynd, turned onto
the Gregory Highway towards Charters Towers and then on to the Harvey Range Road to Townsville.
Along the way we stopped to look at plants of Hakea lorea, most of which were not in flower. Just
how widespread Hakea lorea is from Exmouth in Western Australia, through the lower sub tropical
and hot temperate areas of the Northern Territory and then nearly to the coast in North and central
Queensland. It is generally a tall shrub to 8m with long terete leaves 15 to 68cm and sometimes with
leaves with 2-6 segments. Its yellow racemes of flowers are very attractive. Flowers in the second
half of the year but usually around October. The seed capsules are up to 4cm long and 1.6cm wide. A
group of dried seed capsules can be very decorative. The bark is corky. Species with corky bark can
withstand bushfires and enable the plant to put out new growth from epicormic growth. At Elliminyt
Hakea lorea is a very slow growing plant due to the cold climate and winter wet sandy soils. At
Strathmerton in northern Victoria | was able to grow this species in loam soils overlying clay quite
successfully to flowering and setting seed.

Peter Thomas Garden in Townsville.

What Hakeas can you grow in Townsville.? With its cyclones, high humidity and high
rainfall in summer it would be difficult to establish many Hakeas. To Peter’s credit his front garden
has a number of Hakeas doing well. There is a large persiehana, a trineura in flower, also lorea,
plurinervia, pedunculata,and actites.



Members reports.

John Nevins garden at Armidale in northern NSW had a very cold period in which 500mm
plus of snow fell. It did a lot of damage as the weight of the snow on the branches and leaves caused
branches to snap. The cleanup will take some months. John can only grow a limited number of
Hakeas because of the cold winter climate.

Bob Howard from the Darling Ranges near Perth has sown 52 species of Hakea in
vermiculite/perlite and so far some 36 species have germinated. As not all species germinate at the
same time | expect more will poke their leaves up shortly. Well done Bob.
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New members.
| welcome Ron Wheeler from central coastal Queensland, Susan Crabbe from near
Forster NSW and Erika Techera from the Darling Ranges east of Perth, WA.

Hakea stenophylla ssp. stenophylla

A person living in the northern part of Western Australia is selling seed of Hakea
stenophylla ssp stenophylla. He claims to have permission to pick seed. If anyone is wanting seed of
this species | can give you his details. The area it comes from is probably warm temperate with mild
winters and hot summers. Rain can fall at any time but more likely in summer. | grew this species at
Strathmerton on the Murray River in sand and it survived and flowered, so it has some cold
tolerance.

The winter-spring flowering season of Hakeas is coming to an end in my garden. The last to flower
were stenocarpa, salicifolia, ochroptera, rugosa, horrida and fraseri. There will be a few which will
flower over summer such as florida that flowers around Christmas. The two plants of Hakea fraseri
are covered in flower and | am hoping for a lot of seed to be set. A net will be put over them to
ensure the yellow tailed black cockatoos do not get to them.

The first newsletter on the next ANPSA conference in August 2026 in Alice Springs has been
published. | hope to attend and then head up to Darwin-Kimberleys and into WA. Some of you may
wish to join me on this trip.

Grafting of Hakeas by lan Evans.

The difficult to grow and those northern species of Hakea can now be grown in cooler
climates thanks to the efforts of lan Evans in Bendigo. lan has gone to great length to explain how he
grafts and what species he has tried — see his report below. | thank him for this article and
encourage you to have a go. For Queensland , New South Wales and Victorian members if you are
thinking of buying grafted Hakeas | can put you in touch with lan. Some other Hakea members are
starting to graft Hakeas, which is good news.

| have been successful in growing three rare Hakea longiflora’s from cuttings. | have two plants in the
ground so if any member would like a plant please contact me. | wish you all a very happy Christmas
period and that your garden will prosper in 2026. Cheers, Paul.



Some of my experiences with grafting of the genus Hakea
lan Evans

In January of 2021, after having grafted Grevilleas, Brachychitons and Eremophilas with
increasing success over 3-4 years and after presenting Paul with his namesake a Grevillea
kennedyana, he encouragement me to trialing the grafting of Hakeas. The aim was to propagate
some of the species that did not produce seed in nature or fail to form viable seed in cultivation.
Also to graft species with different colour forms and to create plants that would flower at a younger
age. Hopefully this would enable growing species that are harder to establish in Eastern Australia
due to differing conditions such as cold, wet, non-draining clay soils or moist, humid conditions
during summer.

In my first attempt | used Hakea salicifolia as the rootstock, the graft | used was a saddle
graft as this was the type of graft that | had had some good success with producing Grevilleas. Firstly,
| selected perfectly matched stem widths of the scion and rootstock stems, then cut either side of
the stem of the rootstock to form a 15- 20mm tapered wedge. The selected scion material was then
sliced up the centre of the stem to the desired length, set onto the wedge, wrapped in Parafilm M
tape, misted with a fine spray bottle and covered with a small plastic bag that was sealed for the first
two weeks and then gradually opened.

In this initial trial | used scion material from Paul: Hakea aenigma, chromatropa and
rhombales, and some that | had growing in pots: Hakea grammatophylla x multilineata, incrassate,
and stenocarpa, as well as Hakea multilineata hybrid, bucculenta (orange flowers), grammatophylla
(burgundy), minyma, and orthorrhyncha ssp. orthorrhyncha from the late Barry Teague

Encouraged by the good success that | had with these first grafts, with about 75-80% of the
grafts having taken, | sowed approximately 110 Hakea salicifolia seed and 45 Hakea drupacea seed
directly into 50mm forestry tubes for the 2022/2023 grafting season, which is usually late December
to late February in Central Victoria.

The successes included Hakea archaeoides, clavata, conchifolia, costata, cygna ssp cygna,
eyreana, flabellifolia, invaginata, longifolia, lorea ssp. lorea, megalosperma, minyma, multilineata
(burgundy and cream), myrtoides, obtusa, preissi (red flowered), pycnoneura Mt Ragged form,
ruscifolia, neospathulata, subsulcata, and trineura.

Following on in 2023/24 | have increased my number of rootstock seedlings to about 130
each of Hakea salicifolia and drupacea. These were sown in early August with 1 or 2 seeds to a
50mm tube which were firstly filled with medium grade potting mix pre-treated to have a pH of 6.5. |
purchase this potting mix in 2m3 Bulka bags, without added fertilizer, | incorporate approximately
50gms of Osmocote Low P 8-9 months and 15gms of IBDU to 0.15M3 of potting mix at the time of
use. The tubes are filled with the mix, the seeds placed on the surface and covered with vermiculite
(Grade 2). | soak the seed overnight in 50C warm water before sowing, they are then watered in with
a weak mixture of smoke water, about 25ml to 10 litres of water.

The species | trialled with success in 2023/24 included Hakea aculeata, auriculata red and
yellow colour forms, eneabba, cristata, cyclocarpa, denticulata, fraseri, a possible hybrid of
maconochieana, neurophylla, pulvinifera, scoparia ssp. trycherica, and victoriae.

Following on in 2024/25 | increased my rootstock numbers to about 600, made up of 420
Hakea drupacea and 180 Hakea salicifolia. | totally changed my seed raising system, changing to



20mm Jiffy Preforma plugs, | had been using both 20mm and 35mm Preforma plugs for Banksia seed
and achieving good germination.

The plugs firstly need to be slit as the supplier, Garden City Plastics, only stocks 20mm plugs
with 3mm holes suitable for cuttings. | use a scalpel to slit the plugs about 10mm down from the top,
then place them in a Preforma foam tray with the slits all running the same direction - this makes it
easier and quicker to place the seeds. See photos.

As before | soaked the seed overnight in 50C warm water before sowing, they are then
watered in with a weak mixture of smoke water, about 25ml to 10 litres of water. Germination is
usually about 20 days, about 5-7 days quicker than direct seeding into tubes, and the germination
succuss rate is about 98% even with older seed. The roots usually reach the bottom of the plug
before the first leaf forms. They were then potted into 50mm tubes which are placed on the heat
bed at 25C for about 2-3 weeks, then moved onto the mesh top bench in the glasshouse for another
3-4 weeks before being moved outside onto a raised mesh bench. | find the air movement under the
bench helps air prune the tubes.

| introduced some different species to my trials including Hakea acuminata, hastata, horrida,
kippistiana, purpurea, scoparia ssp, scoparia, and varia

After a discussion with Paul regarding the difficulties of growing species that occur in tropical
regions of Australia, he suggested | graft some species to see if a hardy rootstock would aid in his
desire to cultivate all the current species of Hakea.

Paul supplied me with some tubes of seedling Hakea arborescens, chordophylla,
macrocarpa, pedunculata, and persiehana. These were all grafted using saddle grafts. The Hakea
chordophylla and pedunculata took very well, arborescens and persiehana | achieved about a 70%
success rate but Hakea macrocarpa have so far proved difficult to graft.

| also used some seedlings that | had just germinated to trial some cotyledon grafts with
these species, with poor results.

Conclusions | have come to regarding grafting Hakeas.
Most species seem to be compatible with Hakea drupacea.

| use both Hakea salicifolia and drupacea as rootstocks for bucculenta, minyma, multilineata
and grammatophylla, but would say that drupacea produces a stronger growing plant and better
union.

| use Hakea salicifolia as a rootstock for obtusa, pulvinifera and victoriae as this is the only
rootstock I've had success with. Although | have lost 2 victoriae that have snapped at the graft, more
trails are needed with these species.

Species that | was less successful with include Hakea baxteri, brownii, cinerea, ivoryi,
smilacifolia, lehmanniana, and pendens. The reason for the failures | believe were mainly due to
poor scion material, lacking healthy dormant buds for brownii, baxteri, ivoryi and pendens. Scion
material that was too soft or stem diameter that was too big to match the rootstock was the case for
cinerea and smilacifolia. Or in the case of lehmanniana the lack of vegetative buds, most of the
material | collected had floral buds, | only had1 lehmanniana take from 35 grafts.



Hakea plurinervia Hakea persiehana
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