
Thank you for  another year of walks and activities in the Wallum and Coastal Heathland Study 
Group.  I wish you all a relaxing Christmas break.  Activities in 2026 will continue to revolve 
around walks, and workshops.  I have made a tentative plan – with the proviso that I may make 
some adjustments during the year.  
 
Our activities will commence in January, with a tour of Coolum Community Nursery, and 
conversations with some of the propagators, about the techniques they use, find successful, 
and those that don’t work.  As you know, propagation of some of our heath plants is tricky, 
especially from the Ericaceae family. I am grateful to Sarah Lawson and Jan Smith for inviting us 
to see the nursery.   
 
In February, I will be running a sedge and restiad workshop at Mooloolah River Landcare 
Nursery, with my expert sedge gurus, Rowena Thomas and Ann Moran.  We will pull sedges 
apart to see their structure. We will then do a short walk at Beerwah looking at sedge and 
restiad species.  The workshop will run from 9am - 12:30pm, will be limited to 20 people, and 
will have a nominal charge of $10 payable on the day.  I will send more information in January.  
 
There will be no walks in August, due to the ANPSA conference in Alice Springs which I plan to 
attend, and I will tag on some other travel at that time. However, there are three walks at 
Girraween, Stanthorpe, over the last weekend in September.  You are invited to come along, 
arrange your own accommodation, and meet me for those three walks.  To prepare for this, 
you may wish to purchase identification books from the Stanthorpe Wildflower Consortium at 
this website  https://www.granitebeltwildflowers.com/publications. I also find iNaturalist very 
useful for ID at Girraween.  I walked during the last weekend of September at Girraween this 
year, and was just delighted and amazed at the flowers (and orchids) at these three sites.   
 
 
The other walks this year are a mixture of favourite sites, sites we haven’t visited for a while, 
and sites from the southern and northern end of the coast.  There are a few Glass House walks 
at well – focussing on some of the very special endemics in that area.    
 
See you on a walk or at a workshop soon.    
 
Hilary Pearl.    
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Wallum and Coastal Heathland Study Group Walk Plan for 2026. 

Leader: Hilary Pearl, Mob. 0437538075, Email:  wallumsg@anpsa.org.au 
 
Walks will be generally for two hours, from 2pm to 4pm with some exceptions.  They will 
generally be in the afternoon to avoid the morning intense sun.  Please bring water, snacks, 
hat, sunscreen, raincoat, camera, or phone, and wear appropriate footwear.  Hilary will have 
a first aid kit, eye lenses and identification material. 
Saturday 10 January  Tour of Coolum Community Nursery 12 noon to 1:30pm 

Saturday 28 February  Sedge and Restiad workshop, Mooloolah, 9 am to 12:30pm 
Sunday 29 March Mt Emu Summit walk 

Sunday 26 April  Noosa Headland low heath on dry sands 

Sunday 31 May  Mt Tibrogargan circuit – Glass House endemics  
Sunday 28 June Mt Tinbeerwah montane heath 

Saturday 26 July Marcus High Dunes 
Friday 25 September Girraween, Stanthorpe, Dr Robert’s Waterhole 

Saturday 26 September  Girraween, Stanthorpe, Mt Norman Day Use Area 
Sunday 27 September  Girraween, Stanthorpe, The Junction 

Sunday 25 October  Beerburrum Soldier’s Settlement Trail 

Sunday 29 November Brindabella Avenue, Peregian Springs, and Xmas afternoon tea. 

Coolum Community Native Nursery Tour   Saturday 10th January, 12 – 1.30pm 
This nursery is one of the best for working in the area of the propagation of heath 
plants on the Sunshine Coast.  This tour will give us an understanding of what they 
are doing, how they propagate, where they source material.  There will be an 
opportunity to buy plants beforehand, if you come a bit earlier.  Thanks to Sarah 
Lawson and Jan smith for organising this tour.   157 Warran Rd, Yaroomba QLD 4573 
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