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The Rainforest Study Group - 2010 revival

The Rainforest Study Group is facing extinction. It needs your help. I have not produced a newsletter for three years,
mainly due to work and moving residence. In recent times I’ve felt T could re-start this group and compile regular
newsletters again. In the past I have felt disheartened by the lack of involvement illustrated by the 100 or more
members. I volunteer my services, thus I need some support. There were an active half a dozen members, however
the vast majority were silent bystanders happy to receive the newsletters and pay the membership. I understand that at
least 80% of members will always want to be cilent subscribers however if I'm to continue as leader and compile
newsletters, there needs to be some change; I suggest this take place in two manners. Firstly I need to receive
feedback about member’s gardens and their area of expertise. I know from the subscribers list that some of the most
knowledgeable native-plant specialists receive this newsletter. Please take the time to compile a one paragraph or one
page article, it would be most appreciated. Secondly, I would very much like to do away with a paper document.
Compiling newsletters electronically and sending via email PDF greatly reduces time, paper and money, as well as
allowing for colour digital images. I ultimately would prefer to have email addresses of all members. If we can have
at least half the subscribers receiving via email, I would be very happy. I propose that subscriptions be $5 per year for
email and $10 for mail within Australia and overseas.

Furthermore on the matter of subscriptions, during the previous three inactive years, subscription cheques were
mostly stored in file, although once, cheques were inadvertently banked. 1 apologise for this situation. For the best of
the previous three years 1 did not know the fate of the study group so 1 was obligated to file such cheques as I felt it
was not right to bank funds in the return of nothing. The only option is to extend all subscriptions for one year to the
end of 2010 when an issue will be forwarded in Jan 2011 along with a reminder for subscription payment. Some
members may have subscribed for 2-3 years in advance. I believe that under these circumstances we need to wipe the
plate clean and start again. If anyone feels unjustly treated, please contact me and I will transfer the refunded
membership to their account. If you do not want to continue being a subscriber please let me know. Additionally, 1
apologise in the event of deceased persons receiving this letter, it has happened once before and I regret if it occurs
again. Please contact me and 1 will update the mail-out list.

A considerable problem that has hindered leadership of this group was my moving between North Queensland and
Northeast NSW; on four occasions. I can enthusiastically and confidently say “We are not moving again”. I’'m back
in Burringbar, NSW and this will allow me to focus on producing regular newsletters. I currently work as a botanical
and horticultural consultant, operate a small wholesale nursery, sell bush-food fruits from my orchard, sell various
tree growing products whilst additionally improving my arboretums collection and facilities for public visitation. If
there are members who can assist directly with this group, I would be more than happy to start again. It will take only
a small amount of effort so then this group can achieve some meaningful goals and share knowledge from across
Australia and overseas. Since becoming leader in 2003, T have met some great people, given various talks and had the
opportunity of visiting many gardens. it i3 a privilege being leader however it would be much better with more
participation. Please help to keep this group off the compost heap and revitalise it into an efficient avenue of sharing
and enthusiasm. There are so many rainforest plants te grow, that surely a vast untapped knowledge pool exists!

The next newsletter will focus on threatened rainforest plants. If anyone has experience 1 would be pleased to receive
an article. Topics of discussion could involve either performance in the garden, in-situ habitat descriptions involving
botanical field notes, rioted threats and revegetation works undertaken, genetics, procurement of material, rarity as a
beneficial natural facet, priority species and the contentious topic does current legislation encourage or hinder action?
Has anyone grown species from the drier vine-thickets or those from temperate regions? I specialise in tropical
species, however I'm keen to learn the southern ones too. 1 can be reached on the above phone number and articles
can be emailed or posted to the above address. Many thanks and I hope to hear from you soon! Regards Kristopher.
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