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MENBIRSHIP

The following additions as ACTIVE member
are very wvelcomg:i=-

[92]

of the Study Groun

Mrs. Zlizabeth Berndt, 226 Grove Road, Lesmurdie, W.A. 6075,
Mro Alex George, I3 Illawkesbury Cresc., Farrer, A.C.T. 2607.
Mre Tony Clark, Nellie Yursevjﬁhl Randell St, Mannum, S.A. 5238
Mrse. Jesanette Graham, RBMB I305, Strathmerton, Vicitoria 36LI.
Wildflower Nursery, YJanneroo Rd, Wanﬁeroo, Weho 6065,

The following additions to the PASSIVE membhership list are:also
gladly noted:-
Ryde Coluege of TeA.7eZey 250 Blaxland Rd, Ryde, N.S.W.211I2,
Miss Jo. Walker, Tederal Study Croun Cowordinator, S.G.A.FP.,
I5 Plundell Stey Qu2anbevan, FeS.W.2620.

I have regrettably to note the resignat an of Kevin Stokes,.
Kevin has embarked upon a University course which will preclude hin
from devoting any time in the forseeable future to the pursuit of
Verticordia problems.”e wish him well with his projected studies.

In Jownluﬁ the Study Group Tony Clark says:="I intend to becone
a Very active nenber.!de f ll ws Tthis up later in his letter with a
pilece of philosophy which appeals to me very nmuch as it echos ny owm
feelings as to the approach ou“ nembers should adopt. He says:="I
personnally feel Verticordias have a lot of ?Oveutlal for general
garden use, not just for enthus qut“

en o The o0ld saying that I didn't
have any luck with that plant 1s a fall Llacye. Give a plant what it
requires, (the trick is to find out what that is), and it will rrow
welloe BaC luck ir garfening only aonplies to thinss such as kids
stepping on slants and peodls running ovar fthe b lawyrrowvers etce.
Tony onerates ~ha®t he daseribes as a small nursery in which he
carries, thourh someftines in lin’ted cuantity among the I200 or so
Doy o e ] il IS ; A, v AT A ¥ - R Trr 7 3
Australian Flant sneci=s nhandled, nmany lesser lnown variebiese
) He currently has gon? stocks of 8 species of Verticordia and
linited quantity of I5 otherse
He has outlired to me details of his nursery orocedures arnd
with his permission I pronose to nass on to you a rumber of
considerations that could have special igFlLleaﬂpe; not only for the
propagation, but the successful garden growing of Verticordias.
Although the subject of plant oronagation has received mich
attention in S8.G.A.P. nublications, I believe when vou1 read Tonvs
comments later in this newsletter -»n the striking of Verticorﬁla
grandis, you ill agree there is still nmuch to he learned. He admits
that many combirations of circumstances will achieve a degrnee of reanul
but to geep strike rates of all species above 905 requires attention
to detail at many starces.




THE PASINMC OF R0GS DART

Those of us who have bean

.

ortunate enough to have seen the
work done for Australian Plants in Casterton, South Western Victor
by t%ﬁ late Ross Dart will be Very saddened by news of his deaths
HlS place +ill not aa~17v be filleds

We evtend our deepest sympathy to his widow, Heleno

VERTICCRDIA STUDY CROUP SUBSCRIPTION.

I mast draw attention to the fact that some members have, as
yvets neglected to forward their I985 & 3.07 subscrintion. IT a cro
is marked hare it indicates that your membershiv renewa
has not been received and I can only assume that your interest in
this study project has not beon maintained.

I will therefore be reluctantly forced to discontinue issu
of the Newsletters.

If my assumption 1s not correct I trust vou will respond

Dy

‘pronptly as the Stuly Croup needs vour continued active Suppoﬁto

Cheques should be nade parvable to nmyself or the Verticordia
Study Group. Please note the changed address at the end of this
Newsletter,

.

ANCE OF ADDRESS.

él'i

CI

As many of you were aware Government requlremehuu for roadwo
forced me to Tace relocation from ny nronerty at Mount Kuring=-gais

i

My new address at Cherrybrook avpears at the end of this
Newsletter as noted above.

You will doubntless anpreciate tha*t this has representad a
sethaclk to what I have been striving to do with Verticordias at +h
personal level. Some well established garden plants have had - he
sacrificed which +ill interfere with longevity records, i

Host of this year has been faken up with nrenarations to mov
domestic establishment at the ne- address and oreliminary work on
the new gardens

The property was selacted however to nrovide what T hone in
the long term, will prove an advan taw %o nmy "Werticordia nrogran®

There 1s much hetter availability of full sun areas than
previously, the basic soil tyne is heavy brown loam which I have
been anxions to personnally test Verticordia“ species in, and as th
garden will be developed completely from Yscrateh! T will he ahle
allocate vhat I belisve are the most favourahle areas for this
pUT Y0386

The folloving J\rQ*“ﬁr in evcess of the I2°5 5 3.00 noninal
subscriptio-n ars very much appreciasted and will certainly bhe -t *+

gond effect:~




@ e

LW [ O] 43
42 af @ L 3 or 0 i
» = et Gy 42 O Wt B [ b f
K -~ G O Lot . Lo S :
+2 © 4+ = 42 e o oo £ fu
Kl o) oo O o ol S B o
(OIS R O C sl 20 oGy @ OO+ L Ko
® 2 ® (@] o] i b2 (ORI fav) [ © 40—
o P (e LR 1 4> £y W 4] ale! o= 5.
Gt OO i ad i @ R ¢ Ul 5 -t O
(SRS > O W (R Ia N e 2L -
oo Q40 @ ¢ Cc o e s UL et B -~
Qo oo [ LR e NRCH 3 o o v O
£y e ] D =i ] [N I eI SYo Rt )
¢ n oW G £ ) b I I ORI S C
Gy T C o Q o Jseli SR SRR R i 4D
q © [N} (O SRS & e O e >
£q 4> @ X 24 4 O 1 93] A0 e O Ko O]
T fy (D £ © & ool O (OIS (O C &
[ I o e} O > O ~ QO 42 @ e et -
£ oo — b F L 40 0 ¢ C
o © K B I 4 00 O K
[GRER] o [¢b] KRN ) [ I T = Y 40
° Q© Y Ry e I £y @ oo O @ n
COoCO0O 3 Q. > O 40 = @ > €3 () o
OOCOO 7 [INE} Wi £4 @ O ool G Bl G -
v e o © & 0] Kage W b @ W [@RRTaS BETEE! Ly O 5y ] )]
Doy -y LS Q0 4 S 4 O -1 4 - folile C o4 4D
Q¥ o @ ot U el O © [y [SRCRIR G ORI g ooy
IR F @ bl O N el U2 NG e -
TUTCBATLTN el ot el g O o Teed £y O U2 s
- o OO o 4 (T [} ol TR CE O 0 Daerd
-3 C Q> f4 80O A o I . £t By
3 Q0O @ ©Et g o [ORKOIES] C
o — W & T = [ G e Gy
@ e ¢ £ 4D GOl O
s 3 o = [l m C ot} 423 YRR ANIET o AR
1 i s o0 O o . U5 o T f O 4o
e r~ §5 e U Kot £y bl o g el By Q4 U O e
£y G wn R S S T el ) & U et O e
a Lol = et Gy WD Qv oo Cow 4o
4 0 N o 1 Oy e O QO 2 A
G4 - @ O O < Fiered @ o
v B Ow L Feg o LG A 42 W e o O i
L = @ 42 C @ e A Py U
® [ o (ORGSR eF (I G ool U o -
~~ e b et — W O~ (A6))
o By S Q D SRy s ed T O S
T G T e wC O e O W E o
.wa QW -] < X! v O el C O £
LM [arR s e] @ £ @ O G 0 40 6
4 4+ ol Gy oL O O 4
Ei SR G C Gog 40 © 1 ed e U2 £
= 4 o e o Gy £ ed et ar 5o
[ o @ w0 Pa D. w oot OO Pl s o to o
[} EeR s ey O C B 4 D42 O [}
D ol I R S e o i 3 LN oo
© Nl e e % 40 4D Gy [V G T = 5 O oo
T s op 3 o @ ot e © eef g RS
Pt £~ e [eppen [ IR S ) Rl ol BEoW ¢ bl @ 40 fan
& fa g e 0 B VL SYHE «s B B SRR G 3 ) W et (U | BRI G T [ (YR L
i © f£q0rl O oot O e e o S wi @ O Qg T ex )
£ o @ Ul S e QO ®© U tL® C o0 W :
<7 R o o RG] = oo o et et O oot @4 O iy IR SIS
e D O 45 OO £q e—f i O o O g - 0 AT A Gy Byl O ©
(& o O oo e g By O i O GO~ O © fq ol WD © o m L b M@ 4D gl et £
[} SIS SN [WReREeN e UL O O G £ o] Oy o U 53 ord = [ RN OIS )




I hope the attitude := Yhat can I do for the Croun ¢ will
prevail over:- “hat can the CGroup do for ne 7.

Our aims agair are:-

To document best practices for the garden establishment of €
various species of the genus under a full range of soil and climati

conditionse.

To find the bhest way 14
in good condition over the long terme.

To be able to noninate the hest nrocedures ’
cutting with narticular emnnasis on the traditionally difficult s
Tn be ahle to noninate bes
sed of as many sveciles as 2ossi

To exnlore and docurent other pronagation means such as Tigsu
Culture, Crafting =tce. L

To keep menhers advised by means of the Uewgletter, of the
latest Taxonomic information available and hence be in a position
give all species we are growing a legitimate nanme.

Ean) / i
CONTAINER GROWING.

Lvlaid

Dernis Marrsan reports the loss of many of his stock plants
during thws recent autumn following a rather wet spell of weather.
They were in large containers and had done well for 2 years oOr SO
Rqot evamination suggested that development of inadequate drainase
conditions over time was the most likely cause of the troubles

I have found a few specie articularly sensitive at this tir
D

of year under sinilar weather

Tony Clark has found that ry frew rarden 3oils are suitable
for container growing in the long fterm. He finds contirued waterin
cempacts the surface reducing water nenetration.The soil bo ody thi
Aries and shrinks f*01 the edee of the container alloving water to
run across the top, dowvn hetveen the solil and the container ”&Ll,
hardly wet fthe =oil D&Ll at alle Plants are then put under stress,
ched leaves and assune a sparse 1-Ke

-

Yor long term suvvort of »lants in containers he prefer

1 ai >Ters a
pottin? mix cortairning at least 405 orpanic matter which converts
usable plant food, holds moisture hetween wateri irnes and slows the
leaching of fertiliserse.

I recall Zat boyles comment that she uses a mix containing a
high nercentage of stone but with at least some bush zand.

She waters fr
rr

Ql? ntly hy splashing the nhottoms of the pots
~hich stand on a b Kpa

Ved dTGM, rather than by overhead watering

I have not received a follow up report indicating longevity
nerformances but er if she has solved the problem. “hen I saw
- e

b 3 kS P S Ty PR - 2 2 2 -
collection last year the plants wvere in Very good condition.

Some plants I have seen at the National Rotanic F%“ﬂar
pﬁnb@rir were also in mich better o than I have been able

Ler

ondition
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. The result was Very encouraging with good results on nost
species affected. The exceptions were nitens and grandiflora where
I found the fungus a little more nersistent. As other matters
occupied much of ny tine, as noted above, I am not yet in a nositi
to form a conclusive opinion on the treatmente

Denris largan renorts some success with the treatmentalsoe
Twill Be Very anxious to get follow up renorts from o*her
members +ho have tried it with sithe r posztive or nerative results

The other (apparent) fungal hazard still requires undesrstand

I refer to the sudden debilitation and if not arrested ,
complete collanse which has been suggested in earlisr Newslatters
is botrytal related.

I have user? the word apparent above because I am not as yet
sure that a sevarats fungus is the culorit. Verticordia mitchelli
in Sydney and coastal areas of Victoria has been particularly
vulnerable. P

I did have a partial attack on V. grandis in late summer, {.
resvonded qulckly to SBenlate treatment. I was not so fortunate wi
Ve ovalifolia and lost the plant. Vert. Jorrﬂst11 is another that
suffered but is currently showing a little tip vigour and I am
hopeful it will grow out of it.

ab)

1
t

it

is pe:
seems to bhe 1

rha
in la

|62 3]

igni

ificant that the danger time for this haza
umer e

or early autunn vlta 13171@g ten

(DJ)

ne
t

Tony Clark has included in his notes to wme, some observation
which conld bBrovide alittle nore underctanﬁwng of the problen.

He says'the Droolmn has a lot to do with atmospneric moistur
and temperature be ﬂg right for spore germination of the infecting
funguse. He confirms Trom his experience that nost fungal problens
on foliage occur in fallinrg temperaturﬂs. He says" in nid suwmmer o
fungal problems disappear when air temperature is constantly above
28 Aegrees C, regs rdlass of bumi&4+ve In 3“r mo‘yhowqa e can growv
ferns and desert plants side by side and for about 5 months ve do
not need to use any above ground fungicides'.

He adds:="In our evperience there are not many fungal a*faéx

on foliage which cannot be controlled with Benlat e, Zlneb or conpe
spraysie

<

e uses ZBenlate in

bt

the hothouse on Vert.grandis and V. stani

He finds V. e¢randis shows a tendency to shed leaves when the
plant becomes cold and wet but retains them when warm and wet. I h
noted this save characteristic with both potted specimens and
cuttingse.

I would like as much feed back as possible on this matter s
that our uniarstanding is increased sufficiently to make an objesct
approach to the problem. For instance e reed to Ynow if plants
grovm in a warm full sun situwation are as vulnerabls as those cive
partlai shade, other climatic considerations being equals
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The foliage should be cut back slightly( to balance root
Drun%ng), and the plant put in the ground with no further root
disturbanc

He has found pot bound specimens t!
made new growtn and proceed to grow on s

While I have at times successfully adopted procedures closel
parallel to the above in transferring specimens to larger containe
I have not had the the same degres of sucdess in transfer to a
garden situation and I still have some reservations in this case.

Perhans the answer lies in follow up control in regard to
watering unless vVery favourable weather natterns prevail in the po
planting periode.

I think maybe I may have been guilty of the common failing o
nlanting suca specimens as I would have for non ront bound ones, ar
after a time of initial growth resoonse, left them mainly to the
own resources. rerhaps other factors such as time of planting i
relation to a specles natural growing period and seasonal weather

\)..Au

pattern for the area concerned may also be significan®t factorse

ey Cid v

Perhaps also we are cverlooking that four letter word LUCK,

You will recall my earlier co
of inverted flagons or bell jars witz
to short circuit this problem. Tonys
me greatly and I would
experiencess. Adaptabil
be a variabls,.

wws in MNewsletters on the us
le enile WTEP*ﬁ in an effo
corments then have interests

welcome nore fesdback from your various
ity of particular species may also prove to

In closing this subject for tnis Newsletter, may I emphasize
again that the operable word is LONGaEVITY of establishmente ‘

»-'twﬁ, oA AN ATTTUTS T
MEMBERS COMMENTS AYD NURRIERS,

ra. Leon Hovwond asks if anyone has done work on Verticordi
with fertilisers. Tony Clark finds slow release low phosphorus of
satisfactory on many. natives including this renus. The National
Botanic Gardens, Canberra use sinilar in their containers, see abo
I have had improved growtn response with container crown plants
of Verts. brownii and polytricha which nad started to deVQWOD
starved apnpearance.

Frank Schubert note’ that last sumer in Vietoria was rather
a non event with cold and dry weather. This adverse»y affected his
Verticordias. 1In Hewsletter NO. 2 I roted the adverse efTect in

unseasonably cold sunnmer weather periods and the apparen
or even relish of warm humid spells. In this Newsletter
YT \(\':\?

IGal ATTACK O FOLIAGE Tony Clark has provided some cormren
ms to provide a very gond answer to this phanomnenone

7“‘ M up

m

Richard Mcfayden reocorts that both his Vert. plumosa and
mitchelliana are still surviving, but vhile the plumosa is still
go-d plant the mitchelliana has become very scragesly and has not
flowered. Doth these plants rrow in introduced deep light sand wit
veretative malch and I am pleased to have lZis follow up renort on
R « N
LeLr Droeresse
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Colin Thorlevs Verticordia plumosa is looking as gond as eve
I referred to it in Fewsle,ter W0e 3 as a specinen "hlca received
very little sun. Apart from a number of "ardef plants 1rc7uﬂizg a
Very good Vert. denciflora Colin is achieving some success 1in
building a collection of Verticordias in large containerse.

FLOWERING PERICDS.

\erL*cord*as must surely have great notential as a source of
garden colour during mids suamer when so many of our plants are goin

through a ”qulet” period. I noted the following flowering periods
this vear in my stock pnlent collection:-
V. chrysostachys g weeks from early Januarye
V. densiflora 8 weeks Tron early Januarye
dos Southern forn 7 weeks Tron early Januarye
Ve lepidonhylla 9 weeks Tron early Januarye
Vs sp. affs lindleyi I0 weeks from early Januarye
do. Robbs crossing form 9 weeks fron early Januarys.
do. form ex Victorian garden 3 weeks from mid Januarye i
Ve minutiflora 8 weeks fromn mid Januaryo '
Ve sp. affe minutiflora(dull red) 5 weeks from early Februar
Ve pennigera BE. MT. Zarren form. 9 weeks ffom early Januarv.
Ve drummondii forn. 8 weeks from nid January.
Ve pritzelii I0 weeks from early Januarye.

As the weather last summer was n
Sydney it would seem reasoconable to infs "

and hence flowering periods are influenced wmore by local seasonal
conditions than by the Calender. In I'swsletter No 3y I noted an

observation by Pat Moyle To the effect that when the occasicnal dr

winter season does prevail in W.A. her snring flowering specirens
end to adopt waiting tacticse

ticularly rirsorous in
oreflowering growth

m TTOYT v I} TTNT M AT MmTITT) TITTY T xr
TROTZLE SHOOTING Ii0 THH INTTRCELRY.

nedium may hold too nuch vatere Sie@,
narticles or use less peat etceo.

rowder nay be wined off by pushing
d cutting into too small a hole. Make
holes, insert cutting, and vater nediun
gainst stemse

gl nmay be attacking lower stems of plantse.
Inmpro drainage ag in "I" above and use a
funpicide~i.e. Previcur,Ridonil, *Qrgarvd,
— — G —— Alliete or Terrazole.

&g&gﬁ? L. Rgughn?ss in removing lower folisce mav bhe
stricping bark causing death of lower nart of
cutting. Pay more attention to detail in cutti
preparations

Study Croup Leader,




