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I am very pleased to add tle §or mgfﬁ wgjl’b_ons to our
membership list :- CARLINS -
D SRS

ACTIVE.

Rodger Z1liot, 377 Cambridge Rd4. Montrose, Vic. 376
Ivan Holliday, 29 Tepnyson Ave. Tranmere, S.A. 5073
Cary Leske, 2I Radford Drive Port Pirie, S.i. 5540

PASSIVE
Foothills Groups S.G.A.P., Boronia, Victorias.
Geelong Groups S.G<A.Poy Belwmont, Victorias

Regrettably a few earlier nembers have failed to renew their
financial mpmﬁershlp during I985 and I must presume their interest ha
not been maintainede.

I9864 SUBSCRIPTION.

This will remain at 2 3.00 for both ACTIVE and PASSIVE menmbers
and should be made payable to myself or the Verticordia Study Groubp.
Where husband and wife are both members a single ¥ 3.00 fee only ill
be requirede

DONATIONS.

Since issue of the last llevsletter the following amounts in
excess of the nominal subscription n een received and are
gratefully acknowledged :=
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Mre. Rodger B1lioh —=memmemceaea- 2 7.00
Mre Cole Thorley --——-=-cmeeem- -5 32.00

ELIZAPETH and ALEX., CHORGE.

Elizabeth (formerly Berndt), and Alex. George were married in
WeA. in October last. Their address is now I3 Hawkesbury Crescent
Farrer, A.C.T. 2607,

I an sure I oeak for all our nembers in wishing them both a
most prosperous and Jjoyvabple futureo

. As these tyo neovle are so actively engaged in jort'ng out the
taxenonical problems of the Verticordia qenus their marriage augurs
well for the progress of this work, which we so eagerly avait.
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Glvn Sago

includes the following note on his new garden at
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25, Derribong Way, Clifton Springs, Victoria 3222 :-

"The soil is a heavy dark brovn loam. I have raised up all nmy
beds by from 6 to 24% inches and this gives nretty good draina
My Verticordias are doing quite well although as yet they'hav ;
not been quite as good as at Pomonale Veo's plumosa, grandiflon
preissii, mitchelliana, drurmondii ¢.+ pennigera, chrysantha,
minitiflora and nmonadelnha all flowvered for me last year and
have grown on further'.

Norm and Pat Movle have made a second move at Mandurah since
leaving ¥loreat Park and their address is now 224 Mulga Drive, ;
Mandurah 62I10. They are Vvery fortunate to have a 2 hectare pronerty
and are currently up to their eyes in organising it and groving
Native Plants, mainly Verticordias of coursey, as they assure me. Th
soil is deep vellow dune tyve sande. Thelr letter touches on quite a
few aspects of the culture of Verticordias which are of specific
interest, to which I will refer later including report on a 4 year o
potted shecimen of Verticordia grandis.

GRAFTING OF “ZRTICORDIAS.

The subject of grafting is one which is emerging strongly at °
moment in the Society for Growing Australian Plants.

A note from Rodger Blliot in November says :-

" My best success story has to be what I know to be Verticord
chrysantha grafted on to Darwinia citriodora. It is about 600
by 600 and magnificent as I write."

With so rmuch grafting of other Native species at the present
time it is inevitable that we will hear many such reports in the
future. In summer rainfall areas in particular species which to dat
have indicated in-ground fungal sensitivity such as the "herbaceous
appendage' group including Ve.s drummondii, pennigera and lindleyi
must be considered prime candidates for this treatment,

-
In seeking to achieve ever greafter understanding and document
ion of thls syndrome 1t has been interesting for me to make objecti
observations during the recent spring and summer, having in mind
previous experiences at uy Mount Kuring-gail garden and in particula
Tony Clark's comments as guoted in the last Newsletter. I refer to
the comment that most of these troubles occur during periods of ‘
falling temneratures and further that while high temperatures are
maintained, irrespective of high hunidity, the fungi are inactive.

In Sydney this summer we have evperienced some Very wet perio
and in midsummer, about siv weeks of very dry conditions when, on
occasion it remained unseasonably cool for days at a times

I can report that the only incidence of this fungal trouble w
noted during these conl dAry periods. Species affected were Vertse
plunosa, chrysantha var. preissii, nitens and 8¢, affvshelishrysant

J e
two latter being notted specimens.

Plants of the first two species responded quickly when given
spraying with “hite 0il. The two latter ones however

o were
smothered by same and were lost, At £ e apparent

. .
N11s same time a young plant o
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FUNGAT ATTACK OF FOLIACE (CONTITUED). )
the sp. arfine helichrysantha was being established in the ggrdege It
was being protected by the bell jar method I have noted previously
and was Hakl“Q vigorous zrowthe To date it has continued vigorous and
free *rom fungal attack. Could it be that the bell jar serves to
isolate the o”apt from fungal snoores being trsPSUOTde by the general
atmosphere during these critical periods?

Acting on the agssumption that this was probably so I decided to
keep all juvenile plants of gsuspect s;ecies S0 protect@d during the
danger months coming up of March and April. Another gpecies which in
the past has proved susceptible to this fungus a?*ack is ﬁertlcohdL
brachypoﬁao A young spec:&9p I have been protecting in the above
manrer has continued to nake V""QWOHQ and healthy growth throughout
the summer whereas a stock nlant has required freguent Vhi*e 01l
spraying both this year and when held previously at Mt. Kuring-gai

o
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Cole Thorley reports experience of this Tungal trouble during
the same periods as I have and has achieved satisfactory control in a
cases with the White 011 spray including on Verticordia nitense

Norm and Pat lMoyle reported using Malascale at Mandurah for
control of fungal problens and have found it satisfactorye
PROPAGATION OF VERTICORDIAS FROM SEZD.

This subject; as promised earlier, will be dealt wi mnore fulm
in a future Aewaetf9r but at the moment I think the fO¢lOW1ﬂg Nuote
from Norm and Pat Moyles report warrants current inclusion :=

" In June, on a tripn to Ceral dton, we zcollected sone seeds of

Vertso. etheliana and oculata. We sowed these seeds in Serra-
cotta pots covering then with coarse sand. One oo of each
species was coverad with about 50 mm of dry leaves and firade

In the oculata POt one has germinated and In the etheliana poth

three, These sesdlings will shortly be oricked out and the nots

left mnwatered ti next wintero®

I am looking forward to hear ing of the progress of these seed-
lings and the balance of the seed. Having germi: 1ated a number of
Verticordias from sead several vears ago I evperienced great difficul
in raising them to planting out’ stage, many succumbing to damp-offe

.On thivysubgect I was sorry to hear from Jenny West that her
seedlings of Verticordias ovalifolia and roei ”pete;ed out before
they were planted oubt into the ~round'.

_ Pronagc,l >n of the species fronm seed is ulialcuW* enough in the
first caseo The hazard of damp-off at the juvenile s ge is one we
could very xelL do withoult. ferhaps labhoritory svanda“f control will
be necessarye
VERTICORDIA CRAYDIS - TURTIIRR CULTURAL OBSIRVATIONS.

Difficulties ascociated i

ith the propagation and growing on of
this outstanding species have be
N
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L

L

en the subject of much comment by
the “ﬂCﬁuthﬁ of our Socisty.

fer

Australian Plant growers since

In Newslett Yoo 3 I ' n 23113
. ber o r':,’jolted the evperience of M 113
Native Plant NUI’QGTV@’J“ - Mre BRSNS baﬂe,

from ¥Maffra, Victoria. He clainmed greatly
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nproved growth annually after giviog his stock nlant a dressing o

In Yorm and Pat HMoyle's recent letter they cay =

"We can report that the 4 years old Verticordia grandis”which
was looking yellow and jaded when brought down here to Mandg?g
has now revived and is looking nice and green with new growt
so apparently it appreciates our linmy bore water. This seenms f
agree with your report in a previous Newsletter."

This matter certainly warrants rore researchs

You will recall my report this time last year of my own succesg
in striking a batch of cuttings. Soume of the young plants were
distributed to local Study Croup menmbers and several retained by n
Unfortunately only one of them has survived to the present time. Thi
has been held by me in a 250 mm container where it made reasonable
growth ©ill last July reaching a height of 300 mn.

No new growth had occurred since then till early January ans
the foliage had assumed a rather reddish lonk from carotin, so I
decided to throw caution to the winds and plant it in the garden.

Having in nind some previous experiences with other Verticord
species 1 was survrised that 1t had not become rather pot bound.
In fact the central root system had only just reached the botton o
the pot withoubt progressing to the coiling stageo

d using a posthole to about 400 m as noted ahovs
‘ ture of the quartz gravel and the natural

Within days I noted greening of the foliage tips. Qurrently,
some six weeks later a}l leaders are in vigorous grovth, the major
to an evtent of about %o mm.

I recgll a by rat loyle when I visited her at Florea
Park in ISo4 to ¢ that Verticordia grandis seemed to adop
the habit of grinv halt after propagation and an initial .
41 it

L

g e second year before growing & 4
S since initial provagation so I am keepin
p 0 be able to brirg you good tidings i

5
again. It is pow I4% mont
my Tingers c¢rossed and h
the next Tewsletter,

o
o e b O

At the time I made the dscision to plant out I was smarting ¢
little‘at the losses of some others of ny stock collection and o
that tng bast I could hope for in this case was probably another ¥
before it net the same fate,

I have received comment on a number of occasicns fron veopls
wno have been fortunate enough to have acquired young plants of +h
species, only to see them defoliate and fail to establishe Perhans
in rat Moyls's comment and ny evperience there is a lesson ve shou
be learnings viz. that we should not evpect results oo quickly, an
that our orinmary efforts should be in keeping them alive under ver
favourable nursery conditions during this early stages

On the subject of propagation fron cuttings, Glyn Sago also
reports some recent successes. I will anxiously await follow up red




This mode of culture is snowLng out over the long term with
Verticordias as being one which will require much more research befor
we can be confident of malnualn1nv nany species in satisfactory
condition for pneriods in evcess of Two years or SO.

T referred previously to Dennis Margan's losses last year OL
maturs plants following a rather wet spell of Avtumn weather. I9 in
SJdu_y sav unseasonably high middle to late Spring rain at thos a nd
hz has reported further losses to his stock plant collectione

My o-m evperience in this periocd has been rather similare.
%lthouah Yinter and early Spri ng conditions were very dry y collecti
in September 700 ced on top of the world and I was proud to he able tc
count anprox. 65 gneciag, sub species or formse

Following each heavy rain period however I have registered
losses and the total has now been diminished by about one third. In
sore cases I have not bteen able to re-propagate and I will now have
to contrive to obtain new cutting material or »nlants To make up the
numberso

The fact that this nroblem is most in evidence with plants
which have grown to reasonable P&Cdf“t] for over a season or so, and
that failure is noted several weeks after heavy rain periods would
seem to confirm suggestions that drainage or lack of same in contain-
ers should be the basic subject for researche

It has frequently been claimed that Verticordias will not grow
in JQT@"’j climatic zone and I believe this claim has been based
in no small measure on ed¢¢1 efforts to mainftain plants in container
At nmy earlier T, Mullko Qaﬂ carden I oroved sevearal species could
be very long lived including a I2 year old specimen of Chrysantha
var. preissii ﬁhl h flowered each vear and several othsr species
which were still surviving after about 8 yearse
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If a Verticordia g
rnonths or so before fail
the claim that the loss can be
climatic conditionse

jond

tisfactorily in a container for I2
ing a degree of maturity, 1 rejec
B S 2
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cributed basically to general

.
L

Perhaps e have been overloolking something which has long been
recogrlsed hy many authorities in general Horticulture; the hazards
of overs ot*ﬂpv Tt has frequently been claimed to he better to
peri odicgilv reaot nlants into larger sized containers, pruning and
root oruning as r=zcessary and introducing some new soll each timey
rataev than start lﬂ,blal~j with a large containere.

Whether or not our Verticordia soecies would stand up to this
periodic ront disturbance is perhaps a subject we should evploree Zf
however they did orove anenable to the procedure the matter of coum
tion of ootrlig medium with resultan ”“1;¢mg of water table cur;r'
extended rain nseriods may well be overcone

I have carrie

i out this orocedure on at least two occasions
with »lants which ha

i d become rootbound in I50 mn diameter potse The;
were transferred to 250 ma pots and both made vigorous growth after
the transfer. V: prandifl vived T 7 L E

the transfer. grandifilora su1V1Ve or only about nonths
however and aiuv final failure I
it had grown out to the full
renniana is still healt

eranined the root system and rour

. @xtent of the larger pot. Verticordia
7 after I5 months but it has grown a litt+lec

,’3“'
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spindlye

Adoption of this procedure may perhaps demand more attention
to watering. Fernaps also iﬂﬁlusion of slow release fer*i“ioers at
tinme of Le—ﬁottlng may he more ef ectlvely apol*ed than by periodic
surface aool~ca+1on,1oec of course where it has been desirable to
use same, g matter which as yet demands more documentatione

I would be very nleased to have your comments on this suggestic
in due courseo

On the other side of the picture, or the Continent as perhans
should have said where sunmer rainfall 1s not somethirg to be regar
with a degree of apprehension, Norm and FPat Moyle report some losse
of their pofbed collechion since moving to lMgndurahe They attribute
thege losses in part to a nececsvbj to overhead water during their
umisually hot swmmer conditions using bore water with 800 p.p.m. sa
contents You will recall ny co1men%s in the last Newsletter concerni
their method of splash watering the bottoms of the pots to avoid
problems they had come to evpect fron overhead wat eringe Pat told
at Floreat Park that they had included a nhigh oerneatage of gravel”
their potting mixes in an effort doubtless to maintain nmoisture and
soil structure. I wonder however if the later loss of some of these
plants could not also be caused by problenms of compaction in the ;
contaire;s as I have noted above rather than entirelj by the chenis
of the water. Perhaps too the sarlier method of wuuVrﬂng did contri
to root development at the very bolttom of the pots, where they woul
pe less likely to be "drowned" in we® weather periodse

Consideration of these problems with potbed nlants can, I bel
teach us a very significa nc lesson with regard to the garden ~
establishment of some speciese It was on this basis the: I resolved
tg carry out test growings under Varylng drainage conditions on a

Verticordia drunmnondii. Refer Lo later report on sane.
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mber that her garden slants had

Jenny est
thrived o’er't’e nd were currently loo&lnv extre
iushe Bhe =aid :

" Our rainf has dmproved but is still r relatively low for
- /’
3

1
“act that n»nrobably suit rticordiase

I have had no

losses at all in the ground and have planted mat

nore plants. The foli owing have all been vlanted for over I2
months := II Vert. chrysantha ) T

5 Vert. drummondii

Verts, acerosa

2 Vert, “onuqei ka

2 Vert. i UQ€DL+L rostrate

2 Vert. densiflcra

2 Vert. plumooa

7 Verte. mitchelliana
There is no evidence of any disease, fungal or otherwise on
any onlantse This is a‘problem I have never encountered possai
because it is so dry here and hunidity is not high in swmer
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Of all the species Verts densiflo
nlants in pots are watared 1la

reg 1y and lonk rmch bet? pr, 80
D@”'aJs +the lowver rainfall does n

a is the least lush, however
t suit this specieset

Jenny also has a number of other species in pots opreparing foy
planting as well as some others recently planted including V. grandis

On the subject of cultivation she says :-

" Most plants are not in raised bheds but are in full sun, the
excemti%n veing Vert. plumosa w£1ch is in part* al shade, becaus
SOIe years ago I tried 1t without success in a hot dry position
So far in *hzs position more protected from wind and sun they
are thrivinge

A11 »nlants are rmulched heavily with newspaver and horse manu
but the stems are kepnt free of contact with same and there h
heen no collar rot OwobTemsc No additional fertilisers are
ueed and fronm the lush growth are obviocusly not necessary.!

re
ave

In Newsletter No. 2 I referred to the nature of the soil in
Jenny's garden.It is a very heavy dark brown clay lcoam, the sort that
vecomes sticky and almost impassible when wet.hg this was one o; the
first times I had noted f@Tt“”O““'aq crowing well in heavy soil it
interested me greatly and contributed in no small way to an ambition
to try out the genus in the heavy soils in Sydneye

Nornm ard Pat Movle s

1so included the following in their
September report on their gardens at Mandurahs-

"We intend to plant out in the garden all our stock plants and
water by trickle irrigatione

have started on I-2 year old potted plants along with
recprtTy qupapa*eﬂ ones of the sane SdeClQb, the older plants
being ront prured vwhen necessarye. e started thig 3=-4 months
ago ars generally Ju,y have respou’ed vell with the addition of
Compeat ard Osmocote (I5-L.8-10.8)¢ e hope to be able to give
a nore detailed revort on the Dro»ress of the different species
at the end of next summer.
With regard to propagation by cuttings we have fourd that our
previous nethod adopted at I'loreat Park is still satisfactory,
iecey h@at and hich humidity."

Vhen Form and Pat nmoved to Mandurah they lived firstly at
another address where +ney had commenced planting before their nmove
from Floreat Fark and which they Absequentlj sold late in 1984, The
new ovners soend only tbe reek ends Tthere, so throurhout the hot
summer the garden is watered at the very nost once per wveeke
is deep sando

m el
The s0i1]

" Of the I5 plants of Verticordia grandis that were nlanted I2
are thriving. Also thriving are chrysantha (seeded in),

Ve drwmondii (seeded in)

Ve chrysostachys

17

7o oculata
Vo Ulumo sa
Vemitcechalliana
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REPODRTS FNROM MEMBRRS (CONTIITLD) .

Ve s0s Noe 72
V. staminosa
“. helichrysantha

Li
V. ronadelzcha
Veovalifolia
Ve muelleriana

Species which have not done well are :-

Ve grandiflora
V. picta

Ve pritzelii
V. natens

Ve brachypoda
Ve uuegﬂlz*

Vo interiorise.

Ky

his is probably due to close proximity of the ocean.?

3

I will Dbe very interested to receive follow up reports on the
latter group of species in their ovresent home which I take it is
situated further from the sea. It could have significance on the
likely behaviour in areas like ours over here on the Eash coast wh
summer humidity generally is highere

Denris Margsn reports a few losses from his early nlantings
species which do seem to be aaawblrg well include Ve pennicillaris
of which he has three, and nonadelpha. 4 plant of V. insignis has al
grown well throughout the recent summer.

i

All his plants are situated in a warn north facing position.
Soil is of sandstone parentage with lit"le apparent humus content,
with a high percentage of vroken sandstone inclusionse

lso with interest as the soi

I will be watching this garden a i
ture from that of any other Verts

is distinctly of a different na
Study Group nembero

Colin Thorlev revorts he isg currertly re-organising his garw

to provide an elevated d in a warm and nmostly sunny situation fo
the almost exclusive growing of Verticordias. The "almost! will a1l
for a few small infill “

develop a root compler

will not grow large enough to doninate
bed posing a problem of

ae
ow

plants of other species which will help
but

light and ﬁuuriant competition for the Ver

His basic soil tvpe is somevhat similar to ny own, a heavy br

loan, but in his case there is a little svidence of shale pieces \
indicating fhat this underlying base rock is closer to the surfacee
He DPOWOSGQ‘G lg in a quanJﬁty of coarse sand or gravel which wil
110hten the tevture slight

He has been vVery successful in recent nmonths after embarling
a prcpagatlon program with Verticordias and currently has quite a
number of spec 1es approaching nlanting stage.

He renorts his 3 evisting olants of Verticordia nlurmosa are
looking as good as aver, the oldest, to vhich I referred Drevvouslvf
being now 2 years old. This oplant is on the south side of his home

and receives Very little direct SUunoe

"\
i ]



REPORTS TROM MEMBERS (CONTINUED) .
Twisting plants of Verticordias densiflora and chrysantha var.
preissii on the rorth side of his house are also continuing to do wel

As noted earlier in this lewsletter he has found the Vhite Oil
spray adequate for fungal control and has laced 1t with a few drops
of Rogor Yo to keep the insects in check, a oproblem we have to conter

Ty

with frequently in Sydney Aduring the warmer months of the year.

Colin also keeps a number of Verticordia spec

ies in large
containers under shade clothe I have seen these specimens on a few
occasions and although their growth form is inclined to be less
robust than plants grown in the open they dec seem to be survivors and
: re

e r
are very good as a source of cutting material being of a mo
succulent type of growthe

Late in I98% I was able to strike a number of cuttings of Vert.
helichrysantha sonme of which I disftributed to other erup Menmberse
All howevmr failed to establish, but a plant I had given Celo lasted
longer than the others before it too defoliated and appearsd deado

About last August he noticed a few small leaf buds appearing, s

he brought 1t to me and we placed it ny small Jﬁonagatiab igloo. It
has responded very well and has continued to make good growth which
we have been able to use for cuttings succesafullye Hopefally e will

have a little more success in estabiishment this fine.
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PROGRESS HERE AT CHBBRYBROOK

I am nleased to be in a nosition to include some encouraging
notes on progress here of my own garden.

As I have previous heavy brown
clay loam overlaying clf

Garden beds have b
lowering paths below whic
incorporated. ?

f00 mn and
been

&

) lanting in Augyst towards the close of a very dry
winter and early sor

I commenced p
pring, and aLb@T “first batch of plants were in the
v ] 1

ground I gave the ¥

i

‘erticordia ctiom a wood soaxing.lhis is the only
artvflclal watering used to ﬂate apart from the Tilling of holes for
introduction of new nlantse.

Weatherwise 1t has been a rather ¥ind spring and swwmer althous
one or two Very dry periods inciuding about & weeks in December and
early January were experienced. Teuperatures to 4o degrees occurred
on a few occasions bub without contirunity and all olants seemed in
even better condition after then.

The surface of the ‘afﬂrt“comlq section 1s being mulched as

lant;gv ﬂrovrisqu with 3 mo quartz gravel to a nmaximun thiclkness of
about 50 mnme. AL plant stems in most cases it - ? th rdar of
Io mnm thicke I first "Sw thi used s¢ ZPE :-4loﬁld 00.Q Fhe onder o
1 - 4:. e '3 um‘) 11 S \;&Q’w\ SO 211 ec t H \]Q y i on Ul“’? Qago 5
beautiful garden at Pomonal and resolved then to try it out some tine
in the future if possibles
In most cases when »
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PONGRTSS AT CHERRYBROOK (COITINUZD) »

into the top 250 mn of soil

mixing a bucketful of the guartz gravel ol
to create a soil nrofile. In a few cases however, where from previo
evrperience of the speci@s I anticipated ﬁ*ant reaculon todess i than
perfect dralnage,L used a posthole digger (2%cum) to carry a hole

down to the dralnage leveljabout 600 mie. this was backfi 11p§ with
a 56/50 mixture of the quartz gravel and the natural brown loall.

“Then planting I have UTOLGCbﬁd juvenile plants,until obviousl

estab 1shed,w1th the Yhell-jart ethod referred to above. Plantings
have been continued throuﬁ“out tue seriod and some as little as thr

weekq from initial po +ﬂwg up bave been put out in nid-summer writho
reaction to heate. I use 2 litre wine flagons with the bottonms renol
The screw tops are initialy oarforated and are left on for a few
weeks. The tops are then removed and aflter ano+ﬂer period dependin

I the plant, the jars are removed altogetﬁero

('D

on the progress of tn

I believe,in very hot weather the yo ung plants are actually
cooled and OLOJlded with some hunm ﬂity by the procedure, by air P
convection with heated air rising from the jar and being replaced
cooler air from below belng drawn through the gravel mulche

I used this method previously with reasonable success at Mour
Klriﬂv—gai in lighter soils, but with the gravel mulch and heavier
base soil here, which tend tc hold moisture closer to the surface,

feal it is proving to be even more effectives

Of the Verticord 3@ WL&hbed to date most species
well, a7tﬂough several 1o have occurred ro“ent?J,
good growth Trom Auguste ,nase losses follow the breaking of &}
period in late January with I8o mm of heavy trobpical tjpe rain Tor
week or so. I suspect drainage _may have been inpaired by the diggi
in of the gravel for the top 250 mm as noted above with more entry
water by nediun of hﬁ gravel surface malch,which would have nitig
against natural run-offs.

1Co
2

oA

In these caqe~ of l1loss however, other plants of the sanme spe
are still in very g ood condition which wouli seemm to confirm ny
assumption that 1oca11 ed drainage Tactors have been a contributo.-

cause o 1 pr pose to try them next using the vost hole techniques

This method was used to test grow a form of Verticordia
drumnondii againc+ plantings with tna method noted of dlvging grav
into the top 250 mme. I have found DreV1ou<lj this species makes ra
early growtn both in the garden and in conv&vnero, but has been ve
short Iived showing evidence of collar rot attack and ront rote.

In August I selected 7 plants of comparable size for taﬁ tes
8! s and the other three into the 250 grave

5. vere 1oca+eﬂ about 7% mm apart an al
nade good early growthe In mid Octon one of thosa in the po holi

suffered bad wind davage and did not recover. After late October ra;
1 kS AN O 3 5 : : ) '
the three in the n wed In gravel situation all died with indication

1
mix situation. The 5 »nlant
n

of collar rot attacke. Two of these were replaced in early Novenmber
but died in December.

m S #om T ay 3 41 v ~ »
_ The remairing plant in the post hole is now %50 mn high and
220 mm diameter having been vigorous throughout. Flowering lasted i

2 El Vo7 " N : '
nontins being terminated oy the January rain noted., Time will tell
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of course, but it has bmqwn on well since flowering and is now
urnished to the ground with foliage of that dark green colour we
all like to seeo

iy

The anrvarent success of this method of planti
to adopt the same procedure with yerticordia grandi

Verticordia vennigera is
the Jarmuary rain but in this ¢
and are doing very well.One ha

another which has been lost followin
ase again other plants are survivirs
g

5

been in flower for 2 nmonthse.

This species howevVer, lile V. drummondii, falls in the
"herbaceous appendage” group of Verticordias which, from my evperienc:
to date are those wost 1¢/eW" to De Troudbled by collar rot. My next
rlantings therefore w~1? be in pﬁemared post holes. Apart from the
better deep drainage using this method; the onen texture of the graveW
milch at surface level seems to corfrxrute to more aerated surface
stratum at the level where this latter fungi attacks. I sometimes env:
gardeners in the winter rainfall areas who don't have the sane
problems as we in Sydney do with this hazard.

Of‘Verticordi-

species planted to date those which have growm
satisfactory throughout, (overlooking individual plant losses noted
above), are :-

Ve plumosa (2forms).

V. chrysantha var. oreissiie

Vo huegelil {2 formsie

Vo densiflora

V. mitchelliana

Vo ovalifolia

Vo minutiflora

V. polytricha

Ve chrysostachys

Vo staninosa

Vo pennigera

Vo *rumm0uﬁii forn

Ve 91 halic

Ve T

Vo

Vo

amed ig another which suffered bad wind damage in
Octobery, with the stem of the plant finisi wz: up at I5 degr>e” to the
ground surface. ror sevaral months it vas ratner defoliated and
chlorotic but has now greened back again making upright growth and the
stern has righted itselfl to 495 degreess

A Ea

A third form of V. huegelii also grew VGry well t©ill the
January period but botn nlarts of it appear to have diede The sane
commentappliss to a »ink form of Verte brownii, but in this case also
Qluﬂtg were badly blown around, being loosened in the grournd and
could have suffered wind damage.

Jerticordia snecies which have not been successful to date
include V. habrantha ( 2 forms )} and V. pennicillaris. In the formar
case I an hoping that I nay Le able to achieve establishment by
planting out at a different time of the year. In the case of Vert.
gonqicillaris I have also lost the species completely, nmy stock nlant
naving seemingly died after )

counter heavy insect at+zel

et .»(r,‘
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I note with interest Dennis Margan's good results with this
speciesy pnlantg of whichy - as noted earlier, are being grow
sandstone soilse

3
e
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A species which has grown reasonably for me is Vert. ovylepis

?or the lact 2 months or so however, while remaining apparently ~
healthy it has made little growth. This contrasts with the growth o
Peter Olde's plant which as noted in the last Newsletter had contin
to grow vigorously. This plant grows in a bed of deep bush sand.
In ny previous evperience at Mount Xurin 1g~gal this species has alwa
shown this +andanoy to make ratner slow growth for extended perindsg
I have also found it to be very onrone to insect athacke

- -

nt plantings w
rily include Ve
v

hich at the moment appear to be establis!

Rece T nin
satisfacto ticordia helichrysantha :

° fastigiata
Ve grandiflora
Vo spe aff. lindleyi
Ve ¢pe nova Mount Hamptone
Vo srandis (see reference above)
V. sp. {(unidentified)
Vo spe ( Q0.

- - L PN - e 1A - 3 -~ s - . N
Sevaral other species have been pronagated and +ill sosn he

tried out o

e

0

SPECIES COM IINTS.

Fewsletter o 2 undsr this heading,included notes on sone spe
based on nmenmbers and my ovn experiences Lo that tinmee

As our joint experiences increase it will become possible to
widen our covefag of species and comuert further on matters such as
climatic and soil tolerances and prefererces as well as otfher more

sidera

subtle cultural con Tionse

This docunentati
Group and it is to be
s

4

icn w111l be an on=-going exercise with oun r
erpacted That some observations will fr
[l

3

to time require re-az

n my next Iewsletter I pronose to do a complete undate to th
best oI our current knowledge, including Oy601@q not previously
covered. Your reports to this end in the next few ronths will tnen
be Very necessary for ne o carry out this review to the hest possi

effecto,

The evperience I anm now ootaﬂnlnw in performance of the Genu
in heaVy soil conditions will certainly be more conulusive affer
another sir months. As vou guessed I an keeping ny fingers croscseds
makes tyoing difficuite

The proerecs or =ven otherwise o Jeavy soil gardeners Clyn S
Jemny “est and Col. Thorley will also be of great significance to %
aspect of our documentatione

Hellaxwell Hewett
Verticordia Study a¢ouo Leade
IT Harvey Place
Cherrybrook
N.S.w. 2120,




