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I am very  ? leased t o  add t1 
membership l i s t  :- 

ACTI-vV . 
Rodger L l l i o t ,  377 Canl)ridge 2d ,  ; lontrose ,  Vice  376 
I ~ r a n  Soi- i iday,  2 V e n ~ y s o n  Ave. ?ranmere, S,Ae 5073 
Car7 Leske, S I  3adfi-srd Drive  Po r t  P i r i e ,  S.A0 5'54-30 

PASSIVS 
F o o t h i l l s  Group, S.G.A. Po, Boronia, V i c t o r i a o  
Geelong Group, S.G,A. P o ,  3e lnon t ,  V i c t o r i a o  

R e g r e t t a b l y  a fe1.r e a r l i e r  r-:embers have f a i l e ?  t o  renerd t h e i r  
f i n a n c i a l  nenSersh ip  du r ing  1985 an? I rnust psesuine t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  ha 
n o t  been n a i n t a i n e d ,  

T h i s  ? r i l l  rernair~ a t  2 3.00 Por bo%h A C T I T G  acd ?,1SSIV3 nerqbers 
L i and should be nade payabie t o  z:i;elf o r  r ~ l e  T J e r t i ~ i 2 r r ? i a  Ttu67 Crrnillp. 

Vhere husband acd - ; i r e  aye  33th n s c b e ~ s  a s i n g l e  i: 3.00 f e e  on ly  -.ill 
b e  r equ i r ed ,  

S i n e  e i s  sne of  the l a .  st ;le::ysletter tile Polloi.;ling amounts in 
excess  of t h e  nor :~ i i~a l  s ~ - ~ ' ! ? s c ~ i p . t i ~ ) ~ ~  have 'ieen r ece ived  and a r e  
g ra ' ce f~xl ly  ac?no~;:iec?ged :-- 

S e Z e f l . 2 e ,  7 i e t o r i a n  Region ----$ 7 ,  Q0 
z,ir, ? , o d ~ e r  z"jli0t ------------- 
* ?  - 3 

$ 7.00 
C 0 ' j o  i n o r l e y  -------------- $ 32030 

n ~ ~ i z a b e t h  7 (Porner ly  3 e r c d t ) ,  2nd Alexo George were marr ied i n  
W.A. i n  October l a s t o  The i r  ~ d i ~ n s s  is noii I3 Salikesb1;ry Crescen t  
F a r r e r ,  A.C.T. $607, 

I ar; s u r e  1 speak  f o r  a l l  O~JT  rinrgbers i n  -cishing thera Fotk a 
most pr13sserous and. en joyable  f u t u r e ,  

A s  t h e s e  two ! ~ e o " l e  ari so  active!^^ engaged i n  s o r t i n g  o u t  t h e  
+ \ - 
baxenoa ica l  groblcms cf t h e  Tv7ar t icorcl ia  genus t h e i r  rgarriage angldrs 
w e l l  f o r  ti le p rogress  o i  t h i s  y~rorlr, rlhich :*e so eage r ly  a-*lai t .  

Zlvn Cavo i n c l l ~ d e s  t h e  fo l lowing  n o t e  on h i s  new garden  a t  - 



"The soLl i s  a  heam d a r k  Sroi-n loan.  I have r a i s e d  up  a l l  rr 
beds  by f r o u  6 t o  2 i  i nches  and t h i s  g ives  ? r a t t y  good d r a i r  
Xy ' : e r t i cord ias  a r e  do icg  q u i t e  7,rell altho?nsh 2s  y e t  t hey  ha 
n o t  Seen q u i t e  a s  good a s  a t  ? o n m a l o  V o  ' s plunosa,  g r a n d i f l  
p r e i s s i i ,  n i t c h e l l i a n a ,  r n d i i  ~ e n n i g e r a ,  chrysantha  
minut if l o r a  and nonadelpha a l l  f l ove red -  f o r  ine l a  s t  year  ail2 
have grown 011 f u r t h e r f t G  

Xorm and Pat  'logle have nade a  second move a t  blandurah s ince  
l e a v i n g  F l o r e a t  ?a rk  and t h e i r  add re s s  i s  notr 224 Zu2ga I lr ive,  
ManZurah 6213, They a r e  very  f o r t u ~ a t e  t o  have a  2 h e c t a r e  p roner t  
and a r e  c u r r e c t l y  u p  t o  t h e i r  eyes i n  o rgan i s ing  it and ;ro.;.riiig 
Katit 'e ? lar_ts ,  rnainiy 7 e r t i c o r 6 i a s  of course ,  a s  they a s s u r e  mec T 

'11 1, s o i l  i s  cleep :rellorr 3-me t;-;e sand,  u L e i r  l e t t e r  touches  or, q z i t e  
X' e ~ i  a s p e c t s  of t h e  c u l t u ~ e  ~f : e r t i c x - c i i a s  which a r e  of s p e c i f i c  
i n t e r e s t .  t o  which I w i l l  r e f e r  l a t e r  i nc lud ing  r e p o r t  on a  4 year  
po t t ed  sbec inen  of - 2 e r t i c o r d i a  g r a c d i s o  

The s l tb jac t  of g r a f t i l l  i s  one which i s  emerging s t r o n g l y  a t  
zcment i n  t h e  Soc i e ty  f o r  Grosring A u s t r a l i a n  P l a n t s ,  

A rzote frorn 3o?ger Z l l l i o t  ir,  ITovernber says  :- 

It i4y b e s t  success  stor;. h a s  t o  be  ~ ~ ~ h a t  I Bnov t o  ??e ' J e r t i co r  
chryssf i tha  5r:ifttci or, to 3ar7,rinia c i t r i o d o r a .  It i s  a3out  613 
by 605 and ~ : a g n i f i c e n t  a s  I wr i t e , "  

With so  nuch g r a f t i n g  of o t h e r  Ra t ive  spec i e s  a t  t h e  p re sen t  
t ime  it i s  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  :.ie 7 . i i l l  hqar many such r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  
f u t u r e .  In  swmer  r a i n f a l l  a r e a s  ir! p a r t i c ~ l a r  spec i e s  which t o  da 
have i n d i c a t e d  in-ground f u n g a l  s e n s i t i v i t y  such a s  t h e  l ' h e r b a c e o ~ ~  
appendagetT gro!ig ii:cludl?;g '1, s r o i  pennig e r a  and l i c d l e y i  
must be cons idered  9 ~ i r ~ e  car:di3ates f o r  t h i s  t rea tment ,  

I n  sez'xing t o  ach i eve  eve r  g r e a t e r  unrierstanriing and docurlen iGi-, Gf s-5- - 
r i i ~ ~  byndi*il.id i i  has  b c m  i n c e r e s t l n g  f o r  Lie t o  naire o b j e c t  

obse rva t ions  dur ing t h e  r l c e n t  p and sumler,  having i n  mind 
prev ious  exper iences  a t  my ;klount Xu-5-g-gai garden and i n  p a r t i c u l  
Tocy  C l a r k '  s coirments a s  quoted i n  t h e  l a s t  X e ~ ~ ~ s l e t t e r .  I r e f e r  t o  
t h e  tor-ment \ h a t  :lost of t k ~ e s s  t y o u b l ? s  occur durir:g pe r iods  of 
f a l l i n ?  t e r ~ ~ e r s  V j r - s  and fur i h e r  t h a t  ~ s h i l e  hi;h t e n q e r a t u r  e s  a r e  
mai-tained,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of h igh h u ~ l i d i t y ,  t h e  fung i  a r e  i n a c t i v e .  

I n  Sydney t h i s  sniuler --e have e -~pe r i enced  soce ve ry  7,iet p e r i  
and ir. n idsunr .er ,  a30ut si- :aieeks of i e r y  d r y  cond i t i ons  viion, on 
occas ion  i t  rzna i sed-unseasonably  cool  fo. days a t  a t i a e .  

I can r e o o r t  Chat t h e  ~ n l : ~  izc i i ience  of t h i s  ft;ngal t r o u b l e  
no t ed  dur iny t h e s e  3011 11ig ~ e r i n d s ~  Spec ies  a f f e c t e d  vern  Ver t s .  
plur-loss, chrysan tha  var. ? r e i s  s i t  , n i t e n s  and S F ,  & f r i ~ h ~ x i b h r r y ~ s n  
t ~ o  l a t t e r  being w t t e d  s ~ e e i m e n s ~  

P l a n t s  of the f i r s t  tuo s ? e c i e s  ~esponde r i  quickly  when given 
s p r s g i c g  1.ritk !bite i)iL The two l a t t e r  ones however were apparen.  
sno thered  by sane and ware l o s t .  A t  t h i s  same t ime  a  young p l an t  



? J ~ ~ . ~ Z A T -  L 4 ~ m ~ c  ~ T < T  I:~JFT)) . 
t h e  spa a f f i n ,  heilc:?r;rsai:ti7a :.ias being e s t a b l i s h e d  I n  t h e  garden. I t  
was being pro tec ted  ky t h e  S e l l  j a r  nethod I have noted p rev ious ly  
and -::as making v i g o r ~ i . 1 ~  ~:rol :~tho To d a t e  i t  h a s  contiwdeii 'JLgoro12.s see? 
f r e e  from f u n g a l  a t t a c k ,  Cou-ld it be  t h a t  t h e  b e l l  j a r  s e r v e s  t o  
i s o l a t e  t h e  p l a ~ t  Cron fungal  syores  being t r a n s p o r t e d  by t h e  g e n e r z l  
atmosphere dur ing  t h e s e  c r i t i c a l  pe r iods?  

Acting on t h e  a s s ~ m p t i o n  that t h i s  v a s  probably so I decided tc 
keep a l l  J u v e n i l e  n l a n t s  o f  su spec t  s 2 e c i e s  so p r c t e c t e d  6.i-ring "she 
danger months corning i;p of ;rtz.rch a ~ d  A p r i l .  A;?othe~ s p e c i e s  i.::l-iich i2 
t h e  p a s t  has groved suscepti '~1e t o  t h i s  f ? ~ n g u s  a t t a c k  i s  V e r t i c m d i a  

-r brachypoda, .A y o u ~ g  speclr2en L have Seen protzct i rLg i n  t h e  a b w e  
manrer has  c o ~ t l n u e t l  t o  zak5 vigoro:is arid h e a i t h y  g r o ~ < ? t h  t h r r o l ~ ~ ~ h o u t  
t h e  surmer ~ ~ i h e r e a s  a stzclz _?la:-t has  r e q u i r e d  f req~.en"c:.jhi"c Clil 
sp ray ing  both  t h i s  year 322 -,&ten held  prev ious ly  a t  M t o  Kuring-gaf 

C o l a  Thor i sy  r e p o r t s  ex12erisnce of t h i s  funga l  t r o u b l e  d u r i c g  
T t h e  sane pe r iods  s s  J. have acd has  achieved s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n t r o l  i n  a 

c a s e s  wi th  t h e  %hike  e i l  sp ray  i nc lud i cg  on T J e r t i c o r d i a  r i i t e c s ,  

?:ern a r ~ d  P a t  :wlc:~le repor tec!  u s ing  i4ALascaie a t  I.Ianduinah f o r  
c o n t r o l  of funga l  p rob lens  acd have found i t  s a t i s f a c t o r y D  

This  s u b j e c t  a s  promise!? e a r l i e r ,  k r i l l  be d e a l t  ?:it!?  ore Pull. 
i n  a  f u t u r e  Xer.~sie.tt,?r 'mt a t  t h e  noriient I t h i n k  t h e  follo1,ring flue.t5 
frorg Korm an3 Pa t  Xoyies repo2.t -;rarra.rlts cu-r rent  ir,cLl~.sion :- 

I n  J m e ,  on a t r i p  t o  1C:-erald"con2 -,:e ~ o l i e c t e r l  sorne " s e e ( ! ~  of 
- 7  V e r t s o  e t h e l i a n a  acd o ~ - : l a " , ~  ;ie so-.fed - these seei1.s i r ,  t t l r ra -  

cot+-2 po ts  cover icg  t h e 2  1:rith hoarse  sando Gne pok of sach  
s p e c i e s  bras covereti : r i . t ' ; l  about  53 m3 oI" c??y l e a v e s  anti f iTe: i ,  
I n  tile oc i~ i . a t a  :?o-i; one ha:; s-?rr~i;?ate(.i an(1 ;I; ti-!e e.thellzc.:la 29-", - 7 t \ l r e e o  These see i ! l ings  - , i L 7 ~ I  ,;;:ny",.~y ~ u e  1rL::;afi o u b ~  3.th.s M 3 k g  
l f i f  t :lnT.fa teye(j  -b i JL j .  2e.c-t ..r:li?ter, 

I am looking  for-,ra.rc? to hearlcg 3;" tl;e j ragr-- .ss  of t l>ese See(:- -- l i n g s  and t h e  balancz o.? t h e  seed,  ~ l a v i n g  g e r i ~ i n a t e d  a number of 
Ve r t i co r : ? i a s  fro:? seed several y e a r s  ago I e-~?er iencr . i  g r e a t  d i f f i c z u l  
i n  r a i s i n g  the::1 3 p l a n t i n g  out s t age ,  rc~acy succl~cn~sing t o  damp-cff, 

On t h i s  s7,~b.j e c t  1 vas  S O T T ~  .to ilea? f i3!2  Zenny ';Jest m a t  he r  
s e e d l i n g s  of ?e r? icor : , i a s  o v a l i i ' o i i a  ant? r o e i  "pe-tered o u t  b e f ~ r e  
t h e y  ;.Jere p lan ted  o u t  I n t o  the ;:Fol~.fidtto 

F r ~ p a g a - k i s n  of  tts s o e c i e s  !'zo:-.l seed i s  d-j;f-jc-dl-, enoncll t i l e  
f i r s t  c a seo  The hazard. of dznn-off a t  t h e  :uven-jle s t a g e  is one 7:Je 

Could ve ry  lh~ell  do i*~ith01lt0 3e rha .p~  l a ' n ~ r i . t a r y  co;ltl-ol 
be  necessary ,  

T J ~ ?  A 0  ties a ,.-%,,3 as ~ o e i a t e i 7  -.!l t h  .tile pro?aga-tion and groiring on of 
t h i s  outstiin(1ir:g s p e c i e s  have been t h e  s u b j e c t  of r~nich zoixnent ?3y 
i u s t r a l i a n  P l an t  g ro- ie r s  s i n c e  'he i:lcc:gtion of our ZDciety. 
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inproved grol~rt:? an~ual .1-y a f - t e r  g i v i c g  h i s  s t ock  ? l a n t  a f i r e s s ing  o  
l i n e  i n  rug us'^^ 

I n  fcorr~ and Tat  14aylers r e c e n t  l e t t e r  t h e y  say  :- 

"kie can  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  4 y e a r s  olri Ve r t i co rC ia  g r a n d i s  ~;:hi 
.$?as look ing  ye l low and Jaded ?+ihei; brou-ght down h e r e  t,c~ ;\Tandu 
has  now rev ived  and i s  looking n i c e  and green  wi th  new grol;~t  
so a g p a r e n t l y  i t  a p p r e c i a t e s  our l imy bore v a t e l ,  Th is  s e e r s  
a g r e e  wi th  your r e p o r t  i n  2 prsv ious  K e % r ~ l e t t e r , ~ ~  

Th i s  nat -her  c e r t a i n l y  v a r r a n t s  mare r e sea rch ,  

You 7 : 1 i l l  r e c a l l  ay r e p o r t  t h i s  t ime  l a s t  :Tsar of my o m  succ 
i n  s t r i k i ~ g  a  ba t ch  of c 3 ~ t t i c g s ~  Sollie ol' t h e  yolxng p l a n t s  >!ere 
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  l o c a l  Ctudy C ?:3up mer:~bers ace  s e v e r a l  r e t a i n e d  by 
Unfort13natel.y on ly  .3:?e 0;" them has s u ~ v i v e d  t o  the  p re sen t  i i r i e ,  
has  been he ld  by me i n  a 250 i:m c o n t a i n e r  : .here it made reasonab 
growth t i l l  l a s t  J ~ l y  r each ing  a  he igh t  of 300 rm, 

n- 
L O  new growth had occur red  s i n c e  t h e n  till e a r l y  Zanuary a  

t h e  f o l i a g e  had assumed a  r a t h e r  redcl-ish l o?k  f r an  c a r o t i n ,  so I 
decider1 t o  throw caut'nn tc~ t h e  ~ i n d s  and p l a n t  i t  i n  the garGene 

Saving i n  nLnd some preTiious expe r t  snces  7,gith o t h e r  V e r t i c o  
s p e c i e s  I was s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  i t  had not  becone r a t i l e r  pot  bollnd. 
I n  f a c t  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o o t  rys t sa  had on ly  j u s t  reache(3. t h e  bot.'-on 
t h e  pot  -:?ithou.t progr-;ssing ko t h e  c o i l i n g  s tage ,  

It :-as ??L22ted 1Jsing a  pos tho l e  t o  about  603 n r ~  a s  noted aF 
b a c k f i l l e d  -iit!l a ;o/50 n ix tu-e  of t h e  y u a ~ t z  grave; arid t h e  natu 
heavy c l a y  i s a n ,  

' J i t h in  days I i;oted g r sc i i l i~g  of tile f o l j a g e  t i p s .  Cuyrpnt l j i  
some s ix  weeks l a t e r  r l l  l e a d e r s  a r e  i l l  v igorous  g ro l~ t i l ,  t h e  n a ~ o l  
t o  an e r t e n t  o f  about 4-0 ~m, 

- L - ,  I r e c a l l  a  cor:..ex?t 'zy i-3;. ~ , - o y i e  :.lhen I v i s i t e d  he r  a t  Flor i :  
?a?k i n  1,384 to  t h e  :?f-oc-k ." i? a 2- '! - r t l c u 3 r d i a  g r a n d i s  s rened to ad 
t h e  h a b i t  of g r i ~ d i n g  to a h a l t  a f t n r  pro2aga:ion an2 a n  i n i - t i a , l  
growth per iod,  and l r 3 i t i n g  till t h e  second yea r  be fo re  gro.iiag ; 
aga in ,  I t  i s  now I4 months s i n c e  i n i t i a l  proi3agation so I am keep 
my P i n g e r s  c ro s sed  and hope t o  be a b l e  t o  brir.g you good t i d i n g s  .- t h e  nex t  ~ , e w s l 2 t t e r ~  

A t  t h e  t ime i nad.e %he d e c i s i o n  t o  p l a n t  ou t  I :$as s r9ar t - j~  
l i t t l e  a t  the  l o s s e s  of sons  i t h e r s  of ny s t o c k  c o l l e c t i o l l  and f. 
t h a t  t h e  b ? s t  I c o n l i  l i ~ ~ ~ e  f o r  in t h i s  c a s e  ljJ;s probably a n o t h e l  
be fo re  i t  [.let t h e  same f a t e ,  

I have rnceivori comr!~sat on a :~unher  of  o c c a s i s n s  from e o p  
who have be-n f o r t 7 ~ i x a t e  enough t o  have acqui red  young p l a n t s  o f  :,: 

L s p e c i e s ,  0317 L O  see t h e n  d e f o l i a t e  and. f a i l  t o  e s t a b l i s h .  Te.r)lal - i n  ; a t  >lr:yis1 s  colni2en-L nr:d r;y e-.-29ricnce t h e r e  i s  2 l e s s o n  7 . 2  sil 
be l e a r n i n g p  v i z ,  t h a t  uo s h o ~ ~ l - !  no t  e:-pect r e s u i t s  t o o  qu ick ly ,  
t h a t  D u r  l r i n a r y  e f f o r t s  sho1~2-5 he in keepixg them a l i v e  under j-er 
f a v o u r a j l e  nlJrs2rg c o n d i t i a n s  dur ing  t h i s  e a r l y  s t age .  

On t h e  s u b j e c t  of 3r : )pagat ian  from c ~ ~ t t i n g s ,  clyn Sago a l s o  
r e p o r t s  sone r e c e n t  s? lccesses .  I w i l l  anx ious ly  algait f o l l o w  u p  r e  



 his r.1od.g of c u l t u r e  i s  shoving o u t  over  t h e  long term 1,trith 
Ver t i cor r I ias  a s  b e i r g  one h i  i l l  reqJ . i re  nuch more r e s e a r c h  befor  
we can be e o n f i d e c t  of mairita5ning flax$ spec i e s  i n  sat isfac-"torJr  

- 7 .  coi?dit ion f o r  p;)::\r:oils XE e-cess  oẑ  .'c:!o y e a r s  o r  soo  

I r e f e r r e d  p r e i i s u s l y  t o  i s  n s  l o s s e s  l a s t  yea r  of  
n a t u r e  glantc, f o l l o ~ i i n g  a  r a t i i e r  n e t  s y e l l  of Aut31r~m \qeather. 1933 ir 
Sydney sa7-  lmseasonably h igh  rr iddie t o  l a t e  S?r ing r a i n  a t  t i n e s  a r 4  
h e  has r epo r t ed  f u ~ t h e r  l o s s e s  to  h i s  s t ock  p l a n t  co lLlec t ion ,  

1.:~ 0v.m e-per ience in. t h i s  per iod has  been r a t h e r  sir!'iilare 
$ l though  '!]inter and e a r l y  S lx i cg  cocf i i t ions  were v e r y  d r y  ny c o l l e c t :  

i i n  September ioqlcei on L:I-,~ of t h e  v o r l d  and ? v a s  proud t o  be  a b l e  tc 
colint; anproy. 65 s ' ) e c i ~ s ,  - SII-D s p e c i e s  o r  ferns, 

??oilo;.ring eaciz heavy r a i n  9er lod hovever 1 liave r e g i s t e r e d  
l o s s e s  arid t h e  t 3 t a l  has  now been d i r ~ i n i  slied by a b g u h o n  tthii"do In  
some case s  I hava n o t  been a b l e  t o  re-prnpagate  and I w i l l  now haTe 
t:,o c o n t r i v e  50 o b t a i n  new c u t t i n g  r ~ ~ a t e r i a l  o r  ? l a n t s  t o  rnake 11p t h e  
n l x ~ b e r  s o  

The f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  ?roblern i s  n o s t  i n  evidence i , ~ i t i ?  p l a n t s  
rjhicil :lave grovn t o  reacoi-able nat1;rity f o r  ovnr a season o r  so ,  ar-~f. 
t h a t  f a a i l ~ r e  i s  noted s e v e r a l  weeks a f t e r  heavy r a i n  per iods  f.ioul.?, 
s een  t o  con? i r n  s?xgges-Lions - tha t  d r a inage  o r  l a c k  of sage i n  cai:tair?- 
e r s  should bs t h e  basic s u b j e c t  f o r  Fesea rchc  

I t  has  f r e q . l e n t l y  been clairned t h a t  ' J e r t i c o r d i a s  w i l l  no'; grorr 
i n  Sydx:ey> c l i m a t i c  zone and I b e l i e v e  t h i s  c l a i~ : i  has  'aeen 
i n  no sr.qall neas-i;re on e a r l y  e f f c r t s  t o  i?.aintair,  9 l a n t s  i n  con ta i f i z r  

- ?  . At my e a r l i e r  :{;to i - u r l c g - g a i  :;ar.'jen 1 2ro;ied s e v a r a l  s p e c i e s  co,_:l:l 
be very long l i v e d  i n c h l d i n g  3 112 year o ld  spscirnen of Chrysantha 

i? v a r ,  p ~ e i s s i i  which L lo7;rered each ;rear and s e v e r a l  o th2 r  s p e c i e s  
-L which :.rere s t r i l l  surviVing as 3.b311.t 8 ; 7 e ~ ~ s o  

T 

i; a Ver t i coyd ia  gro-..is s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  i n  a  c o n t a i n e r  f o r  12 
r-ionths o r  so bePars  failu.?e2reaci?ii3g' a degree  of r : l a t7c i ty ,  1 rejec-k 
t h e  c l a i n  that t h e  l o s s  can 125 a t t r i S q ~ t e d  b a s i c a l l y  t o  g e n e r a l  
c l i m a t i c  condi t ionso  

7 rer!?aos .,e have been over looking sornethixig which has long beer, 
r ecog r i s ed  by zauy  a . ; t h o r l t i e s  i n  gene ra l  3 o r t i c u l t u r e ;  t h e  hazar f l s  
o f  over , :q t t ingo I t  has  "req1~.mtly  'isaell clairned t o  he S e t t e r  t o  
perlodiecril.y r e  so t  ~ l a n t s  into l a r g e r  s i zed  c o n t a i n e r  s a  prunf  ng acr! 
r o o t  2runicg a s  c- lcessary  aiid i n t r o d l ~ c i n g  soue new s o i l  each tias, 
r a t h e r  t k a n  s t a r t  i n i t i a l l y  w i th  a  l a r g e  c o n t a i n e r *  

:iihether o r  ~ 3 t  oar V e r t i e o r d i a  s n e c i e s  i ~ o u l d  s tand  up t o  this -,- - 
pe r iod i c  r o ? t  :!.is-t,ur7aance is 2e.rha.p~ a SG'O j e c t  we silo\llct e-plore, i:: 

J.. however t hey  d i d  ;3?Q;ie anenable  L,O t h e  ~ r n c e r l u r e  t h e  ma t t e r  of co~:i_~;., 
t i ~ n  of ? o t t l ' n ~  n m ~ c i i i ~ m  bii'ch r e s u l t a i ~ t  r a i z i r : g  af - : ~ a t s r  t a b l e  ~ - ~ Z L : . J  

- - 7  - ex-tenc':efi rz<:: ~ p ~ - i : ~ ~ ~ . ~  p;ay ye.F ~ ; e  

- 
A i ~ a v e  i.,ar:.ieii o u t  t k i s  ,rc?cedure on 3.1; l e a s t  two O C C ~ S ~ O D S  

w i t k -  .,:ants ~ h i c i i  had Secone r l ~ ? t b o ~ l i i d  i n  150 m dismete r  po t s ,  'lllie: 
were b rans f  e r ~ e t i  to 250 mi pots  and both  made v igorous  gro:..~tli af"L~.lr 
L L : , ~  1, a t r a n s f e e r  TL?yt, g r a n d i f  i c r a  survived f o r  on ly  about  4 n o c t h s  
bo>ieirer arid a f t e r  f L c a l  f a i l u r e  '9 ezapiified t h e  r o o t  systeri  and f o ~ ~ c ,  
i t  had g r G T , x  o u t  ho t h e  fuli a x t e n t  02' t h e  l a r g e r  go t ,  V e r t i c o r d i a  
renniaca  i s  s t i l l  h e a l t h y  a f t e r  15 months Su t  it his grown a litbl- 



Adontion of t h i s  procedure  may perhaps deman? no re  a t t e n t i o r i  
t o  wate r icg  Periiti ps a l s o  i n c l u s i o n  of slow r e l e a s ;  f ' e r t i !  i s e r s  at 
t ime  of re--2ott ing nay be  no re  e f " e c t i v e l y  a p n l i e d  t h a n  by p e r i o d i  
s u r f a c e  a p p l l c a t i o n , i o e o  of courFe  here lt has  been d e s i r a b l e  t o  
u s a  sane,  a  n a t t e r  which a s  y e t  denands z o r e  d o c u r ~ e n t a t i o n ~  

I wo:llc1 be -iery ? l ea sed  t o  have your conr;er_ts on t h i s  s agzes  
i n  ?.ue cou r seo  

On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  p i c t u r e ,  o r  t h e  Cont inen t  a s  !2erhap 
shoul6  have s a i d  where swnner r a i i l f a l i  i s  riot somethirg t o  be r ega  
\.it11 a degree  of apprehension,  Rorrr, and Tat  14oyle r e p o r t  some I c s s  
o f  t h e i r  2o t t ed  c c S l e c t i o n  s i r ice  riioving t o  ;.lanclurahO They a t t r i ' c u t  
t h e s e  l o s s e s  ir,  p a r t  t o  a n e c e s s i t y  t o  overhead water  d :~ r i r , g  t h e i r  
unusua l ly  ho t  s=mer c o n d i t i o n s  u s ing  bore  water  w i t h  800 p.p.r?, s 
c e n t  ent .  You w i l i  r e c a l l  my co~ir.zen-t s i n  t h e  l a s t  i<e.i.!slett e r  c o m e r  
t l i e i r  n e t i ~ c d  of s p l a s h  ? : ia ter ing t h e  Fottorm of t h e  po ts  t o  avoid  #- 

problens  t h e y  had cor?e t o  e -~peck f ro r r ?  overhead vratering, P a t  t o l d  
a t  Fi'Loreat Park tha t  t h e y  had incliided a h i g h  percentage of g r a T e l  
t h e i r  p o t t i n g  mixes i n  an e f f o r t  3-oubtless t o  r ~ a i n t a i n  mo i s tu re  ac 
s o i l  strl;ic"cureo I wonder hm]eivrer if t h e  l a t e r  l o s s  of sorrie of -I;,:es 
p l a n t s  could r o t  a l s o  be  cr,used by problems of conpac t ion  i n  -bile 
c o n t a i r e r  s a s  I have no ted  above r a t h e 7  -'ciian ~n.t;i:eiy 357 ",ie eher2-i- 
of t h e  !:ratero Perhaps 'Lho t h e  o a r l i e r  ::le-L:-,od of .;.;atering d i d  cog$r 
t o  r o o t  develo2ment a t  t h e  very bottom of t h e  p o t s ?  where t h e y  wou 
b e  l e s s  l i k e l y  " bo Se " d r o : ~ r e d ~ ~  i n  we'% ?:ieatl~er perioc3sf 

Cons ide ra t i on  of t h e s e  prol~:!ems llrith po t ted  p l a ~ l t s  can ,  I 5 e  
t e a c h  u s  a ve ry  sigz=ifican-L l e s s o n  :,!ith ~ e g a r d  t o  $he garden  - 
e s t a b l i s h n e n t  of some s p e c i e s c  I.% was on t h i s  b a s i s  tha? I r e s o l v e  
t o  c a r r y  o u t  t e s t  growings under  varyix:g d ra inage  c o r ~ d i t i o n s  on a 
of ' J e r t i c o r d i a  dr;:r2;.l.?o.i.,r?iiQ Refer  -to ia",el. ~ e ? o r t  ~ i i  saz1eo 

Jerri:,~ T e s t  rnmrbc i ,  ;:I "yptelnber that he r  garden ; l a n t s  had_ 
A ~ h r i v e d  ovs r  t h ~  l a s t  year or so 2nd . .ere curren-:l:i looking e x t r t -  
l u s h ,  She s a i d  :- 

3ur a i l  ha s  ir:~proved ' ~ u t  i s  s t i l l  r e l a t i v e l y  loir f o r  
TI. c ~ c t o r i s ~  a "act 3ia.t ? r ~ b a b l : ~  s u i t s  7 e r t i c ? r d i a s c  

I have ha? r o  i o s s e s  at a l l  i;-i the grour:d and have p l a n t e d  3 

n o r e  pla:?ts, "11% r"ollo?iing have all been -3lacteS f o r  over  12 
lnonths :- 2 4  Ve r t ,  chr:i-sa.tii;i?a 

7 T 5 ,;. e r  t o  rlrur.)!;.~ondii 
3er.\;p ace rosa  

2 ' i p - ~ t ,  zonadeipka 
3 :"?:,T3w.F- ' - - L  d o  n ~ ~ e g e i i l  : ? r ~ s . t ~ a \ ; e  

- _  ,, 2 ~ " ; .  ",ens-jfl,- ,,Pa 
2 "Jert.  pl?~.r-iosa 
7 ;rer-t, ::qi-tc h e l l i a n a  

w _ n e r e  I i s  1x1 cvid2nc2 of any d i s e a s e ,  i'~:ngaL o r  nther::ise on 
m I any ~ l h n t s .  i r i s  ' s  a r c b l e r l  I have neber  encountered gos s i  

hecause  i t  i s  so 6r:i h e r e  and i : ~ i ~ ~ i d i t y  i s  no t  h igh  -in smqxer 



Of a l l  t h e  spec fe s  'Jert .  rJ.?rnsZf'lora i s  t i le l e a s t  llusil, hovever 
~ l a n t s  i n  3 t s  a r e  :-.atered r e g u l a r l y  an6 103k r91l;lch b e t t e r ,  so 
nerl-,a :;s t h e  lo?.rer rclir:fal_l does no t  su- i t  " s i s  s p e c i e s *  f l  

Jenny a l s o  has  a  ;i~:r.i%er ~f o t h e r  s p e c i e s  i n  p o t s  ?reparir ,g f o r  
p l a n t i n g  a s  ~ ~ r e l l  a s  sorile o t h e r s  recer l t ly  p lan ted  i n c l u d i r g  V. g ~ a n d i s  

On t h e  su':)ject of c u l t i v a t i o n  she says  :- 

Most p l a n t s  a r e  & i n  r a i s e d  beds but a r e  i n  full sun, t h s  
excep t iqn  b e i r g  Ver t ,  pLunosa which i s  i n  p a r t l a l  sha4e,  Secaus  
sone y e a r s  ago I "Jiei l  i t  :.i thciut success  ir! a hot; riry n o s i t i o r  
So f a r  i n  t h i s  p.nsitFon zo ra  p ro t ec t ed  f r ~ m  win6 and sun t h e y  
a r e  thriving, 

,211 3 l a n t  s a r e  nuiched hnavi1-y w i th  neT:rs?tzner and h o r s e  riar,ure 
b u t  t h e  sterns a r e  kep t  fyet.  of contac+,  v i t h  same and t h e r e  have 

'7, Seen n l  c o 7 ? a r  r ~ t  ?roblernsc 1'0 a d d i t i o n a l  f e r t i i i s e r s  a r e  
use6 and f ror i  t ' l e  l u s h  s r ~ r . r t h  a r e  obvious ly  no t  n e c e s s a r y e r t  

I n  I<ela?s le t ter  ?Toc 2 1 r e f e r r e 6  t o  t h e  ~ a t u r e  of t h e  s o i l  
J e n n y ' s  g a r d e c o l t  i s  a ve ry  h e a ~ y  (:lark brown c l a y  l oan ,  t h e  s o r t  
becones s t i c k y  and a l n c s t  i x p a s s i b l e  uhen wet..^% t h i s  was one of t h e  . * f i r s t  t i n e s  1 had noted 7 e r t i c a r d i a s  s rov ing  ?,,fell i n  heavy ~x 
i n t e r e s t e r !  ne g r e a t l y  an6 co:;i;lil;~:t~.d i n  110 s;?all 1~3.y j;o a n  s:'i$iti~- 
t o  t r y  out t h e  genus i n  t h e  heavy s 3 i l s  in zydneyo 

?T dVcrm a[-?L ?~";"l~le a l s o  Incl,:c!ecl, t h e  Pollor.;ring i n  t h e i r  
September r e p o r t  on t h e i r  gardei2s a t  iiane?>di7aha- 

l"Je inteend t o  p l a r i - h u t  i i l  S i x  garden ah1  our s tock  p l a n t s  and 
wa te r  by t r f c k l e  i r r i g d t t o n ,  

';!e have st;;lrt& 3-2 .rag ,"-r o ld  po t ted  p l a n t s  a long w i t h  
r e c e ~ t l y  !,ropagated !ines of t h e  sane spec i e s ,  t h e  o l d e r  ~ l a n t s  

T 7 bei.rLg rn7.i; ;~~; i l : : ) i? :>:i;ei2 necncsaryo ::;? sti;ri;ed t h : ~  3-4 r~or-i;i;s 
ago al:"e~:il?~1?11y . , $hr.?3; hzVe 'nscon;ed ? - e l l  r.:ith t!?e a 2 d i t i i > n  of 
Coiiiper;t 2r-S. Jsr : iocok (1,5-i!-, F- I O * ~ )  0 ::e liope t o  'ije a b l e  t o  g i s i e  
a  no re  ~ d e t z i l e d  raoo;t 311 t h e  p rogress  of t h e  d i f f  e r e n t  s ? e c i e s  
a t  tire enii oT nex t  ~ i i ! l ; i !~n r~  

:-her. o r  a ?at  noveil t o  ~4andilrnh t hey  l i v e ?  f i r s t l y  a t  
ano ther  ad4re.s ~liherii t hey  had cot:~.~enced 2lan"cnt: Sei 'ore t h e i r  i'.ove 
f r o n  P l o - s a t  F l r l :  and ~ - h i c ' l  t h e y  ~ ~ b s e q ~ ~ e n t l y  so ld  l a t e  i n  I%&. The 
reTr  o-lners ~ ~ 2 n d  o ~ l y  tile --t?eIi ecds t l i e r ~ ,  so t h r o i ~ i ; h ~ u t  t h e  h o t  
s u m e r  tile garFer:  is - i a t ~ r z c !  2t t h e  v ? r y  n o s t  ot?ce per ~ ~ e e k ,  The soi l .  
i s  deea sand,  

" af.' t h e  I T  ? l a n t s  qf' ' , ;e r t icordia  g r a n d i s  t h a t  u e r e  p lan ted  12 
a r e  h i c  Also f g  ; re  chrysar, tha iIl), 

V, drl~r:~.londii (seeded i n )  
V c  chrysos tachys  
T b 7 o c u l a t a  

TJ ?Ilzmo sa 
v. zi-tc!2 z:.? i-g:-'2 



V, sp. FoO 72 
i , s tamirosa  - . . n s l i c h r y s a n t h a  I 

TiT ::onadelsha 
B, o v a l i f  o l i a  
V . ~ ~ u e i l  e r i a n a  

Spec ies  vh i ch  have n o t  done ..:ell a r e  :- 

V . granc?.i f l o r a  
V =  ioicta 

T h i s  i s  probably due t o  c l o s e  p r o x i u i t y  of t h e  ocean." 
P 

I  rill be very  i ~ t e r e ~ t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  f o l l o w  u p  r e p o r t s  on tb 
l a t t e r  group of s p e c i e s  i n  t h e i r   resent hone which I t a k e  it i s  
s i t u a t e d  f u r t h e r  froi.1 t h e  sea .  I t  could have s i g n i f i c a n c e  on t i ie  

1 l i k e l y  b e h a - ~ i o u r  i n  a r e a s  l i k e  c u r s  over h e r e  on t h e  ~ a s t  c o a s t  y i i  

surmer h u ~ i d i t y  g e n x a l l y  i s  h i g h e r o  

0 3 e n r i s  ;:zrpaa r e p o r t s  a l o s s e s  h i s  e a r l y  n l a p t i n g s  
T' s p e c i e s  vhic,'. 60 s e a l  t o  be a d a l t i r g  r.;ell inclacle pennici l : . ,2ri i  

of :srhich he has  t h r e e ,  arid xonarieiphc?. A p l a n t  of V. i n s i g l l i s  ba s  
grow-n we l l  t:?rq?nghou.t +he r e c e n t  S U E T C I P ~  a 

A l l  h i s  l ~ l a n t s  a r e  s i t u a t e d  3 a 7Tarr.l n o r t h  l a c i n g  p a s i t i ~ i i .  
S o i l  i s  of sand s t o n e  ~ a r e n b a g e  ; ? i t h  l i t  ' - l e  appapent hunus c o n t e r t ,  
w i t h  a h igh  percentage of broker  saads tone  i r c l u s i o n s .  

I v i l l  be ~ a a t c h i n g  this z a r d e ~ l  a l s o  : i t  i ~ t r r e s  a s  tjle soi 
i s  d i s t i n c t l y  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  ca , t u r e  i r o n  t : l a t  of any other yerj-, 
Study Group nernb.-r, 

.2 

C o l i n  %h-rie.r r e q o r t s  he i s  c l ~ ~ r ? ~ : t l y  r e -o rgac i s ing  h i s  gar , ,  
t o  provide  ail e l w a t e r i  5ed ii. a  - iarn  and i i o s t l : ~  su:lny s i t ua t - j on  f o  
t h e  a i n o s t  e x c l u s i v e  i n  of 7 e r t i c o r 6 i a  s, The "alrqostf1 21 
f o r  a  few s u a l l  i n f i l l  p ia i i t s  of o t h e r  s p e c i e s  ~vhich  w i l l  h e l p  
develop a  r o o t  o - -  hilt . r i l l  no t  ;roli l - i rge  ei~ough t o  norl innte 
bed posisg  a  jroblem of l i c h t  ari! n u t r i - n t  cor lpe t i t ion  Tor t!le 'Jer 

C H i s  b a s i c  s o i l  ~ v a e  2 s  " I ~ 0 ~ 1 9 : ~ h a t  s i1-i lar  t o  ny olqn, a  heavy b 
l o a n ,  hu t  i n  h i s  case  t i l e r e  i s  a l i t ' l e  avidence of s h a l e  p i e c e s  
i n d i c a t i n g  Ahat t h i s  m d i r l y i n g  base  rock  i s  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  s-,~f:ice 
9 e  oroposes,.,dig i n  a q u a n t i t y  of coa r se  sand o r  g r a v e l  vh i ch  w i l l  
l i g h t e n  t h e  te-:t:lre s l i g h t l y .  

ue - bas been very  S ~ J C Z S S F ~ U ~  2 .  r e c e n t  nonths  a f t e r  embarking 
a ?xcpagat-lor. Grrgram -" . i i th  7e r t i c c ; rd i a s  all2 c u r r e n t l y  has qll.ite a 
number of s p e c i e s  ap2rozching ?.?.ant in- s tage .  

3 e  r e  m r t s  kit 3 e - v - i s t i ~ g  p l s c t s  of 7,'ezticorAi-a ylxriosa 31.2  
l o 2 k i r g  a s  d a. cver. t h e  o l d e s t ,  t o  y-hich I r e f e r r e d  previous1:i 
being no-- ? -yea r s  o ld .  Th is  o l an t  i s  or: tile s o ~ ~ t . ~  s i d e  of h i s  hone 
ard r e c e i v e s  v z r y  l i t t l e  d i r a c t  suno 



7 .  ? r ~ s " c n g  p l a n t s  of  ' , j  e r t i c o r c l i a s  d.;~i.sLf l o r a  ar,d ~h r ; r~an th . a  v a r ,  
p r e i s s i i  on t h e  cort i?  s i d e  of 114s house a r e  a l s o  contii:~iiiig t o  do ./:el 

= 7 As not:+d e a r l i e r  i n  this L . e ~ a ~ s l e t " u ~ r  he has found t h e  : rh i te  9i.l 
spray a d e q i a t e  f o r  f i r l g a l  c n r ~ t r g l  ard has l aced  it  with a  few d r o ~ s  
of  Rogor 40 t o  keeg t h e  i n s e c t s  i r 2  cneck, a  piohLen -:if: have t o  cniiter 
w i t h  f r e q u e c t l y  i n  Sydney P ~ ~ r i r i , . -  - the ?.,.raruer ~ ~ o ~ t ! i s  o f  t h e  -yearc. 

- * 
C o l i n  a l s o  keeps  a number of i e r t i c o r d i a  spec i e s  i n  l a r g e  - 

c o n t a i n e r s  ~ 1 ~ d 3 r  shade c l o t h ,  i have seen t h e s e  specinecs  orA a few 
o c c a s i o t ~ s  and a l t h q l ~ g h  t h e i r  groi;lth forr? i s  ir,cliiicd t o  be l e s s  
r o b u s t  than  p l a n t s  grown ir t h e  open they 3c seem t o  he s u r v i v o r s  ac f  
a r e  very  good a s  a soilree of cut",ng n a t e r i a i  3s ing of a  Eore 
succu len t  typa  of growthe 

La te  i n  1934- 1 -2ras a b l e  t o  s t r i k e  a ru2k?r  ~f c u t t i n g s  o f  T e r t ,  
h e l i c h r y s a n t h a  sone of 12jhi~h I d i s % r i b u t  96 t o  o the r  Grs~up ?v1em1~erso 
All however f a i l e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  3u t  a n i a n t  I had giyen Col ,  l a s t e d  
longer  "Lian t h e  oth- . rs  b e f o r e  i t  too d e f o l i a t e d  and a2peared deado 

About l a s t  August he  n o t i c e d  a  few small  l e a f  buds a p p e a r i r g ,  sz - he brought i t  t o  me am? lie p iaced it  my smal l  propagation i g l o o .  it 
h a s  responded ve ry  ~ , - e i l  ax1  h a s  continued t o  13al1e good growti: -.rhii.h 
we have been a b l e  t o  u s e  f o r  s succ 2s ri'c!-ly, iionefuii-y 7,rc -.ril -I - -~ 
have a  l i t t l e  more success  i c  e s t a b l i s h ~ l e c t  t h i s  t i n s ,  

PROGXZ SC1 Z-3'7.3 AT ClTS?FT2~~OEa: -.. 

I a n  ? l ea sed  t o  be ill a . ? o s i t i o n  t o  irc31;de saae e n c o u r a g i r , ~  
c3 

n o t e s  on progress  he re  of my own garden, 

AS I have gr2\Tious?y noted the barlc s o i l  $7, is a  11ea;y hro-:r 
c l a y  loam overlayinp; c l a y  asd. geeper do:m, skinla, 

\ Y Gardan beds hay5 3e.n foxe : i ,  ')y i?ii!-ir.g f r a n  '~70 t o  1100 r2:1 ail5 
lowering pa ths  3elo:i --ihiz!i a g r i  ~a1tl;ra.l _1i3e -3, beer, 
i n c o r p o r a t e d o  

I c o i m ~ n c e d  p l a ~ t i n g  in A ~ ~ g q s t  tol;ar?s the c lose  of a very  8 ; ~  
'k .o . win te r  and e a r l y  s n r i c g ,  snd a l t e r  r l r s t  ba tch  of p l a r t s  were i n  t k z  

ground I gave t h e  ? : r t icgrdia  sect5-n a good s o i s  i s  t h e  onl:q 
a r t i f i c i a l  water ing ~ s ~ d  t o  ? a t e  a p a r t  f r s n  t h e  f i l l i n g  of ho i a s  "or 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  of r:e::J n l a n t s ,  

?ieatlier-d.se i t  h a s  l:een a rat'.?r ;ii-d s l r i n p  ar f i  suruler alt:-i.:~._~ 
one o r  t1.m v e r y  rir:r geTiods  inci:~:iing aboq~t  6 ?ce,&'.s i n  3ecenber a ~ i i  
e a r l y  January  :%?ere e::perinnced, T o ~ i g e r a t u r r s  t o  40 ~ ~ c u - l - s i d  
On a feb! o c c ~ s i o : i s  bu t  717 i t i~oaL contir1:ity and a i l  i a l ; i s  sceneti in 
even b e t t e r  cond i t i on  a f t e r  then, 

: r The s n - f a c e  of  the + e r t i c o r ? i a  i ~ c t i , : ~ n  i s  ' 3 ~ i 3 g  ::11lchecl as 
ud c;ra '~el  -bo a j y 7 - r - ' - - , - \ q  -/-I- i n 4 - n f ~ - . r  p lan t ing  proyresses  i.,rith 3 :L'T_~ ~l1ad- r  

i L ~ . ~ a . i s ~ ! . -  u L ~ L L L L ~ L , : , ~  3.: 
about  50 c;r?, At pl;n.t sCs:ls in -:y~s-: ca -3s it 7;rollld Se of tile o;-(: oj; 
s. 10 thiCi:, I i i r s t  sa.7:~ $!:is us& f f e c t i T , r e l y  i n  ~ l ~ p  sagol  
b e a u t i f u l  garr7en at Ponoiial arid reso lved  then t o  t r y  i t  o:lt some tiile 
i n  t h e  f u t u r e  i f  nossibis, 

T i n  n o s t  c a s e s  ~ i h e n  ? l3c t i r ig ,  I have a d o ~ t e d  ti le groce.'u:e of 



-- n ?  p i  \ n Cl,,,i\, T T T T ~ T - J T  . - . 3 ~ - a i i L ~ L ~ ~ 3 ~ ~ T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 2 3 ~ e  ?A-r 

n i x i n g  a  '~uc lce t fu l  of t h e  quar tz  g r a v e i  i n t o  t h e  t o p  250 PI-? of s o i  
t o  c ~ e a t e  a  s o t i  y r o f i l e '  i n  a few case s  hovever, 7hex-e from p r e v i  
e;iprie::ce 3f ';ha -P species I a n t i c i p a t e d  $ant react~on':tol.loss-';'tTa 
n e r f e c t d r a i c a g e , ;  7~se!!. a pos.tixole d igger  (25alm) t o  cayry a hole 
aown t o  t h e  d ra inage  1evel;aSou.t  600 r m o  t h i s  was j a c k f i l l e d  1:rith 
a  56/50 ~ i i x t u r e  of t h e  quar tz  g r a v e l  and t h e  n a t u r a l  b r o i ~ n  loarno 

'ihen p l an t ing  I have v ro t ec t ed  jixveniie p i a n t s , u n t f l  obvious  
es tab l i shed , - . i th  t h e  : i b e l l - j z r t i  method ref  e r r e d  t o  above* Tlanting 
haTJe been cont in?le?  thr?ughout  the : ~ e r i o d  and some a s  l i t t l e  a s  t h  
weeks from i n i t i a l  p o t l i n g  up have been put  o u t  i n  r-lid-surmer r r i th  
reac-bion t o  i?ea.tg I x s e  2 l i t r e  ?.~i;r?e Plsgons with t ! ~ e  bottorns r e l ~ ~  
The sere;! t o p s  are Fni tPa. ly  p e r f o r a t e d  an:? a r e  l e f t  on f o r  a f e v  

sn% ?..-so;red and a f t e r  another  per iod d-epenrlir weeks, The t n p s  ay% -L' 

an t h e  p rogress  of t h e  g?-ant ,  t h e  j a r s  a r e  removed a l t o g $ t h e r o  

I 'oelievs, i n  very  ho-t weatiier ti le young g i a n t s  a r e  ac-Lrxally 
cooled and nrovidsd wi th  sone iil~-niclity by t h e  procedure ,by a i r  
convec t ion  w i th  heate4 a i r  r i s i K g  from t h e  jar and Seing r e p l a c e  
c.ooler a i r  f r o n  be1nr.r 3e ing  dra?.~n through t i le  g r a v e l  r:nnlcho 

I us~i l i  ti15.s 3s-Lhod p r e v i o ~ n s l y  v i t h  r e a  sor la '~ ie  success  a t  >:ou 
I(!xPi~g-gai i n  l i g h t e r  s o i l s ,  b u - L  i , ~ i t h  t h e  g r a v e l  rnuicil apd ;;eavf <?r 
base  s o i l  he re ,  ~ h i c h  tend Lo ?&old x o i s t u r e  c l o s e r  t o  the s u r f a c e ,  
f e d  it i s  $roving 'co be even more e.i"f%c-Liveo 

Cf t h e  ?feriLic!)r-lias ~,iar: ' ied t o  2.ate riost spec i e s  have d3ne v  
w z l l ,  a l t h3ugh  s e v e r a l  l o s s e s  have occu-red r e c e n t l y ,  a f t e r  aak ing  
good growth T'roi-n ilugus-Lo 3 e s e  l o s s e s  f o l l o w  t h e  'urea!ring of  ti-13 cl 
pe r iod  i n  l a t e  January  w i th  I80 nm of heavy t r o p i c a l  t ype  r a i n  for 
week o r  s o o  I suspec t  d r a inage  eiay have been impaired by -the d i g g i  
i n  of t h e  g r a v e l  f o r  t h e  t o p  250 Dm a s  noted above w i t h  n o r e  e n t r y  
water  3y r;ei?iu:n of  ",!is ;?_?iie3- su-face  nuLc!l,.i\ihj.:h r.ioulS kiave r:iit;ig 
a g a i n s t  natura l .  run-of f ,  

T 1 7  ~ n  t h e s e  c a s e s  ol 132s I l o s . r e ~ ? ~ ,  o t h e r  p l a n t s  of sarge s & .  - 3 a r e  S b i . L i  i n  Y e r y  go~:_j_ ~:)1:~q.i.CUi:!n ?:rhich wouiSL seerg c~1l f i r r2  my 
a s  s l l I3p t i~n  t h a t  l o c a i i ~ e d  d r a i n a g e  f a c t o r s  have been a c o n t r i b U t o L  
Ca?xse 0 ? propose 'to tT:/ them nex t  usir.g t h e  pos t  hole  t echnique ,  

Th i s  nethod vas  -ilsed. to . t e s t  grov a  forr:l o:C : Jer t icorr i ia  
drumnondii aga ins% p l s i ~ t i n p s  u!%li t h e  method noted of d igg ing  grav  
i n t o  t h e  t o 3  250 im0 I have found r e v i s u s l y  t h i s  speci;.s r-lakes rs 
e a r l y  growth both  i n  tile garL?sr~ and i n  con";alr,ers, but has  been ve 
s h o r t  l i v e d  sho>iing avidel?ee of  c o l l a r  r o t  a t t a c k  al2d roqt r o t ,  

+ 
In  AII;;~J.s~ 1 s e l w t e d  j i2lants of coi:igarabie s i z e  f o r  tile t e s  

Two ?rere ~ u . b  i n t o  pos t  l io les  and t i le  o t ! ~ e r  t h r e e  i r $ o  tile 0 grav 
niv s i - t ~ l a t i o n ,  '?he 5- ;_i;ar:ts .,!ere locate.! ahout  750 i:ai > a r t  and - . . r:~ade good e a T l y  ;rrw,vtho i n  m ~ ~ z  October ane of t : i o l  ;r tila p a s t  110 
suf%ere.? bad i d a u a ~ i ?  a n i  -?id r ~ o t  -ecouer. Af te r  l a t e  October r 
t h e  three i n  t h e  nixed Ln g r a y e l  s i t ~ ~ a t i o n  e l l  d ied wi th  icdicat-o 
of c3lia.T r o t  ; i t t a~ i :o  T::io or' t i lese !rere r ep l aced  in e a r l y  &oveilber 
b ~ ~ t  d iad  $1: 3ecer2buro 

T" rm:lni::ing p l a n t  i n  tile post  hole i s  now 4-50 r n ~  h i g h  and 
2 50 ;;I ( i i a c e t e r  !laving been v igo rous  t i ; roujhout .  F l o ~ i e r i n g  Lasted 
2 113~t i l s  b e i r . ~  t e rmina t ed  ' 2 ~  t h e  January r a i n  no tedo  Tine w i l l  tel 



of course ,  b u t  i t  bas  ;ic-rr,1!rn on well s i n c e  f lo:iieri:lg and i s  noT$ 
l u r n i s l ~ e i l  t 3  tine r.rc?znd. 7.iitl1 f o r i a g e  of t h a t  dark  green  c o l c . ~ r  ?.;e 
all l i 1 . -  L:e t o  see. 

The a p ~ a r e n t  succes s  of t h i s  sethod. of 2 l a n t i n g  2ersuac1ed ne 
t o  adopt  t i le  same p~oce r?~~nre  ~ i t h  : ~ e r t i e o r : ? i a  g r a n d i s  a s  note:' e a ~ l i e r .  

V e r t i c o ~ d i a  .!~er;zigera i s  a ~ o t h e r  :3rhich has  becn 10s-t f o ' io-a in~ &I 

t h e  Jar,?-lary r a i n  b r i t i n  t h i s  ca se  a g a i c  o t h e r  pla::", aar esuri~ivirai; 
and a r e  d o i n g  very  ~ , ~ i e l L ~ O s . x @  h a s  been I n  flo-:rer f o r  2 montiise 

T h i s  s 2 e c i e s  i i o ~ ~ ~ e v e r ,  l i k e  V, drr?.mnoi?d.iig f a l . l s  in t h e  
Hherbaceous appezdageif  group of  V e r t i e o r d i s s  vhich,  f r ~ ~ f i  my e--gerienc 
t o  d a t e  a r e  t h o s e  moat ii!cely t o  be  troa>lec! 6y c o l l a r  r o t o  l4-y ne:r.t 
plant i r?gs  t h e r e f o r e  1 8 r i E i  he ic p1:epared pos t  ho les ,  Apart  f ron t h e  
b e t t e r  deep d ra inage  rising t h i s  me%io:l, ",he o3ec t e x t u r e  of t h e  g r a v e l  
r9ulch a t  s u r f a c e  l e v e l  seens  t o  contr i r ;u . te  t o  more a e r a t e d  sur?acn 
s t r a t m  a t  t h z  l e v e l  where t h i s  l a t t e r  f u n g i  a t -backso I sornetfrqes epr?; 
ga rdeners  i n  t h e  w i c t e r  r a i n f a l l  a r e a s  ~ h o  d o n ' t  have t h e  sane .-. problerns a s  ~ : n  In ;~yciney do 1 : ~ i t l i  t h i s  hazard,  

L Of' ' v e r t i c o r d i a  s p e c i e s  p lan ted  L L ~  d a t e  t h o s e  -.qi?ich have g,-.o:,in 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  t t i r o , ~ y h o l . ~ t ?  ( o v e ~ l o o k i n ~  i n d i s ~ i d u a l  p l a n t  l o s s e s  zo:,ed 
above) ,  a r e  :- 

V * - , pliwosa C2fnrxs; . 
;i . cli~g'sa.nt:la Tiar .  s r e i s s i i o  . . y, L, i ~ ~ u , e l l ? L  , O G  (2 f::.rtlsj . 
V, d e n s i l i o r a  
V, r22tckelliar:a 
- 'r v . ova l l f ' o l i a  
iT , rgin~. t  ii'loina 
T - v . gol;r tr icha 
7 ,  ehrgsos tazkys  
: ?' 
ii , star?li~:o:la 

T r , oer-nig e ~ a  
T 7  . 
d , :rrrzr:j~ond:i f~rl:? 

Y. .;PO a?$, ; ; ; ; l ic!~r:_~;_i~~ti- i~a (2forms) 
--  - 
V ,  itr;fi%eyi- fcryg 
7 ,  3ra~i-~y;1r~~ia 
T ,  . , 

\; , ~ ~ ~ o . , - ~ ; l  , 

The l a s t  nauod i s  ano t h s r  which su3"f ered bad wind clamage i n  
.r . October, l . ~ i t h  the s t e : ~  35' t h e  ?lzr?t  I l'llisl?,illg up a t  I5 degr:.es ti, $!t?c? 

ground surinaceO For ? e v z r a l  nofi-tiis it ..as r a t h e r  d e f o l i a t e d  a ~ d  
c h l o r o t i c  but  ilas ~ o ; s  ::reecec?, back a g a i n  nalcing ujpright gro7~ti i  an3 +;:I- 

i-- s ter i  has  r i ~ i l t e d  i t s e l f  -Lo k:, , -?esrees,  
-- 

A t h i i "  d m ~ ~  o-? s i c  !?.?j.egelii a l s o  grew very  yell t i ~ - ~  t h e  
m 1 Jan?xarg per io t l  'jut bat;; I~La~" ,  scf it appear -to hairs dLedG ~ a ~ - : ~ ~ ~  . - c o m e n t a p ~ l i c ? ~  .t;o a :>~:;:i I"nr:.i of' ;;;j ert, b r o - m i l ,  Sut in t h i s  case  p,ls;? 

? la i? t s  ?.h?ere 'uatlly Si3vn arol~::c:,, '3c-?il?g loc.]:,se;?eii -in t h e  g ~ : ) ? ~ i : $ ~  ax(j 
c31~l-j j:,ave s-2: f ere!: -,,*.-= 4 -iit.] ;I . L L . L c ~  .: ,-a,> rr e, 

i ;  

' Jer%i. jordia s,?c?cies 1,d-iic:i have ~ o - t  been sueces.d'ul t o  date 
incll;de 12, ha'~lyantha ( 2 r 3 7 - : - -  ,,:I:, : and 'jo p e n ~ i e l ~ ~ l a r i s ~  11-1 t h e  i'sr~?.r:~ 
e a s e  P z : ~  l~niliir,; t ha t  1 zay  ;;a a b l e  t o  a c i ~ i e v q  ns.'ca3?_is'rl:i!e.r,S hy - r ; lant ing o~~yj; &t 2 di. ' i 'cre~.h tin:: of "i;e yea r ,  .:n the e a s e  of .,ier.t. 
pecniciliarLs 1 2 3 e  1 . 1  l o s t  the  s p e c i e s  on;i!etel>~, ;:y s t o c k  ~ ~ n ~ - - ~  
'laving sesnir:glj .  d i ed  af t e r  s p ~ i i y i n g  t o  coun te r  

insect at t2 c:r, 



1 n o t e  wi th  i n to r lq s t  3 e n r i s  ibisrgan s goad r a s l ~ i t -  1.1ith 
spec ies ,  n l a n t s  of which, a s  note6 e a r x i - r ,  a r e  being gro;in 
sacd s tone  s o i l s ,  

. 
A s p e c i e s  which has  grovn r ea sonab ly  f o r  ne i s  Ver t .  o- 

?or  t h e  l a s t  2 months o r  so ho1rerer, whi le  rergaining appa ren t  
h e a l t h y  i t  has  made l i t t l e  grox.ith. This  c o i ~ t r a s t s  b r i t i i  t h e  g r  - - P e t e r  O l d e 8 s  p l a n t  which a s  noted i n  t h e  l a s t  h e v s l s t t e r  had 
t o  grov vigora: .~s ly .  This p i a n t  grw7s i n  a  bed. of  deep bush s a  
I n  my prev ious  exper ience  a t  iviount Kur i rg -pa i  t h i s  s p e c i e s  ha 
sho?,m t h i s  tendency t o  nake r a t h e r  sio!sr g r o ~ ~ r t h  f o r  e::tencIe? p 
I have a l s o  found i t  t o  be very ?ro-,e t t 3  i n s e c t  at:;ac:<. 

& ? c e n t  p l a n t i n g s  ~ ~ i h i c i i  a t  the moment t o  !,e esta!, 
i s f  2ic t n r i l y  iccln", e r a  te l ichrysan. t ; la  

V, f a s t i g i a t a  
TLT . g r a n d i f l o r a  
V , sp,  aff. l i n d l e y i  
V, : 7 c  nova !~icun,t IIar~pton, 
V, ? : r 2 ~ 6 i s  ( s e e  r e f e r e c c e  aha 
y .> 

sp. ( m i d  e n t i f  i e d )  
V, S ~ O  ( doe ) 

SeTj.?rel o t h e r  qnec ies  have beel: a r q y g a t e : ;  -n$ ?,;ill 
L- 1- S3' ,  

t r i e d  o u t  . 
- - 

1;e~;s le t t e r  ~ . .o  2 ul:.',-r i s  hezriing,iccludecl l lo tes  on sol 
based on nenbers  and my o7,:1 e:rperier.cas to t ; l a t  t i n e .  

1 s  oLlP j0ir . t  e s j ez i e r i ce s  i n c r z j s e  i- t  v i l I  beeo le  possib:  
v iaen  o u r  coverage of s p e c i e s  ard c o r l . z r 5  f u r t h e r  on i : : ~ t j - ~ n ~  

V J L.& 

c l i m a t i c  3rd  s o i l  toLer::.cru and  p r - f e r e r cns  a -  -qel l  a s  o the r  
s u b t l e  c u l t u r a l  cons i6 .e ra t ionso  

m .  ikLzs docy-ann-taj-icn .,-ill 53 
LL. l ,d*A ., 2" o n - ~ o i n g  e x e r c i s e  x i t h   or'^ 

Group and i t  i s  i-3 k e  e--petted t h a t  sorr,e o b s e r v s t i o n s  7 , i i i l  :'rr 
t o  t ime r e q u i r e  re-as,ressr.,e.f!-i;c 

-7. - i n  rcy nex t  i :avs lc t+er  I pro:?ose t o  do a conlplete u p l a t e  
b e s t  of our  c u r r e n t  lino;fiedge, inc lad i i lg  s p e c i e s  no t  previolis:  
covrre2.  L'o;lr r e p o r t s  to t h i s  end i n  t h e  nex t  f e ; ~  con ths  
be very  neces sa ry  for ns t o  c a r r y  cult t h i s  r e v i e ~ i  t o  t h e  b e s t  
e f f e c t ,  

The e - , r~~or incce  I an no:i o b t a i ~ l i n g  i n  'erformance of tile 
i n  heavy s o i l  coccl i t ions  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be more ~ ~ i l ~ l ~ s i v e  a f j  
ano the r  s i -  nonths ,  1:s you gi-~es-ed I ar.1 1-eeping my f i n g e r s  
makes t m i n t ;  :ii:f LC::< Q ,  

'Th? i?royreps ~ ? j - ~ ' i ? ~  
v 

- L A  Other7,:ise of heavy s o i l  ~ a r f i e n g r s  c 
1 darny  :":ect a n f l ~ l .  0 1  1 also be of g r e a t  s i g - , i f i cnnc t  

2 spec% oi' OILjy jncllplerj-tatilj;;j, 


