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Snrlng i s  very  e v i d e n t  here i n  Wa3ga Wagga, d e s p i t e  two months o f  
c o n t .  n u o u s  rain and c o l d  w i t h  just an occasional beautiful day when 
i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  e n j o  not only the A u s t r a l i a n  plant8 b l o o m i q  i n  
our gardens  b u t  d a o  t i: e Acacias  which are cbvering t h e  hi l ls  and 
r o a d s i d e s  w i t h  a blaze o f  go ld .  

A few weeks back t h e  Wap;ga Wagga S,Z.A.P grow$ v i s i t e d  Galore K i l l  
iieserve about 60 kms. f rom h e r e  where one of our members, together wf tk. 
S o t a r y  G r o u p s  have  e s t a b l i s h e d  plantat.'.crnr? o f  our native flora. f t  
w a s  a d e l i g h t f u l  a f t e r n o o n  o f  v a r y i n s  c o l o u r s ,  diverse  f o l i a g e  a n d  p l a n :  
l a r g e  arid small. I f  you are wonderf ng what t h i s  has t o  do  w i t h  C o n t a i n p  
? i a n t s  l e t  me quote  from *Grow N a t i v e n  by B i l l  liclol;pneux, page  110 - 
"Selection of trees for . . . . c o n t d n e n s  cou ld  be f r o m 1  t h e  rer.ge that 
mu16 no,naily be considered too l a r g e " .  

'I Ax afternoon spent wandering through plantations of Iiakeas, G r e v i l l e a s ,  
A c a c l  as, E u c d  yptus and Erernophilas 3uggea. t~ tha t  w e  should e x p e r i m e n t  
with c o n t a i n e r  plant in^ o f  l a r g e r  plants even i f  i t  i s  possible t o  
en.joy t h e i r  beauty f 'or a l i i d i t e j .  t ime ,  

..- f e w  days l a t e r  I w2s t h r i l l e d  to r ece ive  a l e t t e r  f ro@ Thomas Rosa 
who i s  &;rowing A u s t r d i a n  plants a t  U s  home i n  Frankfurt, West Germany. 
I quote fro3 his letter. . . our Geman winters are **ry n e e ,  very  f e u  
h u s t r r i - d i a n  p l m t s  can be planted o u t s i d e  he re ,  -3 I have no choice 
but grow m o s t  o f  them i n  c o n t a i n e r s ,  Most o f  the p l a n t s  I have are s t i l  
young (I t o  3 y e a r s  old), b g t  I have some Eucalypts znd Leptospemuas  
u h i c h  are up  t o  10 years old and seem happy in t h e i r  c o n t a i n e r s .  Most 
Acacias  grow well., .wi tk! t h e  m s t  n g t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n  A. b m i  f o l i a ,  
TI-da o n e  a t u h b n l y  r e f u s e s -  to g r o w  and always suffera from chlorosis. 
Chlo ros i s  is a problem wl th o t h e r  Acacias t o o ,  even t h o w h  I give them 
l i q u i d  fertilizers and i r o n  c h e l a t e s .  I have not y e t  resolved t h e  
problem o f  finding s u f f i c i e n t l y  well dra ined  soil and, on the o t h e r  
hand, prevent d e f i  c l e n c i e s  l i k e  c h l o r o s i s ,  Very . w e l l  drained s o i l s ,  
like 80% sand, are not wel l  buffered against y a r i a t i o n  of pH and wa3hir.g 
o u t  o f  nutrients, Unfor tuna t e ly ,  many Australian plants r e q u i r e  
hery well  d r a i n e d  s o i l  - even  rcore so i n  o u r  dull cl imate - but they 
won't g r o w  i n  p u r e  sand e i t h e r , "  I w o u l d  like to h e a r  from anyone 
who can h e l p  Thomas with h l a  problem and will be p l eased  t o  pass on 
t o  hirn any 6 your experl.encea o r  sugqestfor.8.  
1 w o u l d  like t o  suggest t h a t  we f i n d  a spring fo lwer ing  p l a n t  t o  chal lenf  
t h e  Azalea, Every g a r d e n  centre, nursery o r  s u p e r  market has display 
shelves c o v e r e d  with Aza leas  a t  this time of  t h e  year. Why s h o u l d n ' t  
one of o u r  own A u s t r a l i a n  p l a n t s  be f n that s i t u a t i o n ?  Perhaps  w e  could 
make t h i s  o u r  special 3. i -Centenary  p r o j e c t  - ;,lease l e t  m e  have your 
t k o u g h t s  when next you wri t e .  

X w o u l d  l i k e  t o  thank a l l  those  who have responded t o  my reques t  f o r  
information, S p e c i a l  mention must go to Annette H a l l p i k e  who h a s  s e n t  
me a g r e a t  deal  o f  i n fo rma t ion  on Nutrient Deficiency, A r t i f i c i a l  S o i l s  
and Cont ro l l ed  Release F e r t i l i z e r s ,  e x t r a c t s  of  which will be included i r  
f u t u r e  n e w s l e t t e r # .  

C l i n t o n  Garrett f r o m .  Whyal la ,  S o u t h  A u s t r a l l a  w r i t e s  o f  his succesees 
w i t h  t h e  s p e c i e s  Eremophila - these he has  growing i n  20 lf t r e  
p l a s t i c  pots, some f o r  up t o  4 years, others 6 months t o  3 years. Early 
p l a n t i n g s  were p o t t e d  into a mix o f  local r e d  sand with coarse s m d  and 
p e a t  mass which had a tendency t o  waterlog, Later p l a n t i n g s  have beed 
in a cornmerciaJ pinebark corn o s t  and sand mix whf ch seems s ti s f a c t o r y  . 

, I  Vate r ing  i s  generally througR a d r i p p e r  system with 4 l i t r e 7 h o u r  d r i p p e r :  
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o:: l a r g ~  p l a r , t z  mr! 2 i i t r c / h o u r  d s i n p e r s  o n  s??J.ler ~ l m t s  via 2 t i n e  
c ~ n t l r o l l ~ e s '  ( u s u ~ l l y  3 9  n i s u t s ~ ) .  - p - . ' l i i : z l r , r  is w l t h  5;0/50 ? l o o t  2nd r -  
Goirlpletc n i n e r a l  m i x .  S o ~ e  s z e c i e s  n e e d  iron ? > e l l a t e  t r e a t m e ~ t  as w ? : ~ , ,  
--u?pl;r  I s  saL ty. - - T d a  Jac;l.cc~n of ; l i w s c g  t c ,  s a n g a r o o  I s l a r d ,  S o u t h  h u s t r d i a  3end.q c?et,d: - 
cf s u c c p z r : " ~ ? ,  f e r n  ~ u l t i v ~ t l o ~  -r.d sped5  cx' Sxi? lzer ln  eu-ozTn=i, =1 whi to 
:'?-!sv : l r  has had qrowrr;: in .: h-l::;irlt- h , - i s k ~ t  :or 6 ; - n . v ? .  S:he 2:s~ 

.u: , n s + s  %',..t :alocn:,nalus ?row-l4 i s a ~ o s s " * i l i  t :~  as a c g n t a i ~ c r  .;l3-:1+ . 

. , St,udy ,Ss?u.p Go-or?: r 1-tcr- i.3- rer ' ;  ;?*pC7_s of C b e i r : n t ) ~ r . q  
l i r .ngL? .r i  s w l i i  c h  si :e r_.r~.- lec tee  qS ' A ~ r ~ " - - h -  . te-l-,- I N > C -  . "-?w . t h a t  ??sins is - e r ?  
I w i l l  ;?:.an+, t k e 8 e  and l e t  you ,:ROW re3111 c.5, 
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,Iny , e l p ? u l  3 u r ; ~ e s t i o n s  wi;ich c o u l d  5 e  u s e f ' u l  to us a i l ,  P , u o z t i o n s  tqi; 
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