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WELCOME TO THE REACTIVATED GROUP!! !! 

T h i s  is  t h e  f i r s t  Newslet ter  of  t h e  reformed "AUSTRIALIAE! PShP?TS I M  
CONTAINERS" GROUP. W e  a r e  s t i l l  a t tempt ing  t o  s e t  up, and are s h o r t  
members, we would l i k e  t o  i n v i t e  a c t i v e  as w e l l  as non-active mempers 
t o  j o i n  ou r  group. I thought  t h e  b e s t  way t o  begin i s  t o  a sk  a few 
q u e s t i o n s  i n  a s h o r t  survey a t  t h e  end of  t h i s  f i r s t  n e w s l e t t e r .  

CHANGE OF SEASONS: 

Now t h a t  t h e  ho t ,  d ry  summer is behind u s  it i s  t ime t o  g e t  t o  work 
and s tar t  th ink ing  about t h e  nex t  growing seasons .  Time t o  look a t  
t h e  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  c o n t a i n e r s ,  and what has  t o  be done t o  f o r t i f y  t h e  
n a t i v e s  t o  su rv ive  win t e r  months head and p rospe r  nex t  yea r .  

Something t h a t  is  f o r g o t t e n  wi th  p l a n t s  growing i n  c o n t a i n e r s ,  is  
t h a t  t h e  s o i l  base is very l i m i t e d .  The re fo re ,  i t  is  a good t ime now 
t h a t  t h e  growing season i s  o v e r ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  slowed down, t o  re -po t  
o r  r e p l a c e  t h e  s o i l  i n  t h e  p o t t e d  p l a n t s .  Th i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
c r i t i c a l  f o r  those  n a t i v e  t h a t  use  l i t t l e  o r  no f e r t i l i z e r s .  The 
mine ra l s  and n u t r i e n t s  i n  t h e  p o t t i n g  s o i l ,  soon g e t  u t i l i z e  t hen  
p l a n t  w i l l  t hen  start  having d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Th i s  r e -po t t i ng  w i l l  
improve t h e  p l a n t ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  r e t a i n  wate r  and more e f f i c i e n t  use  
t h e  w a t e r .  This a l s o  g ives  you t h e  change t o  s e e  how t h e  r o o t s  a r e  
doing and t r i m  them back i f  needed, and t o  look  f o r  any l i t t l e  
f r i e n d s  t h a t  may have invaded t h e  p l a n t  r o o t s  o r  p o t t i n g  s o i l .  

Watering i s  a big  problem, a t  l e a s t  i n  NSW t h i s  yea r  it h a s  been. 
The drought  t h i s  year has  caused more problems> then  normal. Routine 
wate r ing  becomes extremely important .  Many nalkives have d i e d  i n  p o t s  
t h i s  y e a r ,  when asking about  t h i s  problem, many of  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
nursery  people ,  admit t h e  l a c k  of r a i n  has  been t h e  problem, i f  t h e  
p l a n t  w a s  i n  t he  ground i t  s t a n d  a b e t t e r  change. T h i s  d o e s n ' t  mean 
we have t o  g i v e  up ,  j u s t  work h a r d e r ,  and remember t o  wate r  t h e  
n a t i v e s  a t  l e a s t  twice  a  week wi th  a good heavy water ing  n o t  a g l a s s  
f u l l .  T h i s  is  very important  i n  t h e  a r e a s  were f r o s t  may occur  and if 
t h e  p l a n t s  have no t  been watered you may l o s e  them. 



I 

MAIL AND CORRESPANCE 

This will be question and answer area, so we can h e l p  each o t h e r ,  
with comments, problems, and solutions. Therefore, if you have 

What type of scrub have you attempted to grow in a p o t  

If yes what type . . 
What type of scrub would you like to grow in a p o t  

Do you presently grow any 

Have you attempted to grow any rainforest trees or plants in pots? 

If y e s  what ones 

And what type  soil problems d i d  you have 
f 

What t y p e  would you like to grow 

A r e  you interested in doing research as a group , independent 

re5ading r e s u l t s  , or others  

Can y o u  h e l p  with problems? 
Thank you f o r  filling this o u t  please remeber to mail it back to m e  
at t h e  a d d r e s s  on the first page of the newsletter. 


