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A "Happy New Yeartt la you a l l  - I nape ~ y o 3  will De a yea r  o f  achievement 
i n  t h e  sphere of  c o n t a i n e r  gardening using Aust ra l ian  p l a n t s .  

Since t h e  l as t  news le t t e r ,  we, i n  the  River ina ,  have experienced ve ry  
t r y i n g  sp r ing  weather fol lowing o u r  wet winter .  The winds which have dried 
o u t  o u r  countryside were a l s o  p o l l e n  laden,  causing much discomfort  t o  
a l a r g e  propor t ion  of t h e  populat ion i n  t h i s  area.  It was a r e l i e f  t o  
journey to t h e  South Coast f o r  a week o f  p e r s e c t  weather a t  b e a u t i f u l  
Mollymook, Back home f o r  C h r i s t m a ~  Bay, when t h e  Wagga Waggadistrict  
experienced i ts  worst  bush f i r e s  S o r . o v e r  30 years ,  with much damage t o  
s tock  and crops  but  f o r t u n a t e l y  no l o s s  of l i f e ,  Boxing Day brought more 
f i r e s ,  this time t o  Mount Galore which I mentioned i n  Newsletter No, 1. 
A t  t h i s  s t a g e  I have no knowledge o f  the  e x t e n t  o f  the  damage. 

P O T T I N G  M I X  AND FERTILIZER FOR POTTED PLANTS, 
Notes from Sankowskyf s Zodf ac  Nursery, Tolga, Nth. Queensland, 
Reprinted from S,G.A,P. Queensland Region B u l l e t i n  No. 23, No. 3 ,  

)December, 1984 and a l s o  fmm the Tablelands Branch Newslet ter ,  Apri l ,  
1984. 

A number o f  people have asked us about s u i t a b l e  f e r t i l i z e r  and p o t t i n g  mix 
f o r  o u r  p l a n t s ,  A l o t  of  rubbish  has  been w r i t t e n  about f e r t i l i z i n g  n a t i v ~  
p l a n t s .  I have even seen i t  w r i t t e n  t h a t  "Native p l a n t 8  should n o t  be 
f e r t i l i z e d m f t  P u t t i n g  a p l a n t  i n  a p o t  wi thout  n u t r i e n t s  i s  a B i t  l i k e  
g u t t i n g  a cow i n  a yard f o r  6 months without  feed. I n  a p o t  the  r o o t s  
occupy o n l y  s f r a c t f  on  of  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  they  would i n  a n a t u r a l  s i t u a t i o n ;  
so,  u n l e s s  n u t r i e n t s  a r e  added, the  p l a n t s  cannot grow a t  a normal r a t e .  
The most convenient and e f f i c i e n t  method of providing the  N.P,K, n u t r i e n t s  
i s  w i t h  l o n g - l i f e ,  s low-release f e r t i l i z e r .  If you l i v e  n o r t h  of  say 
Bundaberg, then t h e r e  i s  o n l y  one worth using and t h a t  i s  NUTRICOTE. It 
r e q u i r e s  a much h igher  temperature t o  r e l e a s e  than OSMOCOTE, and if the  
l a t t e r  i s  used, m o t s  may be burnt  by excess  r e l e a s e  i n  h o t  weather, 
Recent t e s t s  c a r r i e d  o u t  at  D.P.1 Mareeba confirm t h a t  Nutr ico te  i s  by 
f a r  t h e  b e s t  f o r  t h e  t r o p i c s  and t h a t  t h e  powdered brands a r e  completely 
u s e l e s s ,  as they  r e l e a s e  all t h e i r  n u t r i e n t s  i n  2-3 weeks. 

)The pH l e v e l  i s  Important ,  as in a too  a c i d  mix t he  n u t r i e n t s  a r e  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  the p l a n t .  Dolomite i s  used t o  s e t  t h e  l e v e l ,  A pH t e s t e r  
i a  e s s e n t i a l .  The flCSIRO s o i l  pH t e s t k i t M  can be purchased f o r  about $12.( 

I n  our mix we use no s o i l .  It i s  q u i t e  a cheap mix, as we use l o c a l l y  
mined ' p e a t i ,  The one we use a t  p r e s e n t  i s  nTableland P e a t n .  I t  bears  no 
resemblance t o  p e a t  mosa, but  seems t o  do t h e  job O.K. A much b e t t e r  one 
(more l i k e  p e a t  moss) i s  fl'Propical P e a t n ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  a l s o  more expensive, 
Even t h e  dea re r  one i s  s t i l l  about 30% of t h e  p r i c e  of imported pea t .  
Our mix Is as fol lows:  50% p e a t  + 50% sand ( n o t  too f i n e )  
To 2 cubic  f e e t  of  mix add:- 

9-10 m n t h  Nutr ico te  300 grms. 
Dolomite 450 grms. 
Trace elements 4 grws, 
I r o n  chela tea  1 grm. 

If you use soil, loam or whatever, check the pH and add dolomite until i t  
i s  about 6, then all you need t o  add i s  t h e  Nutr icote .  The pH o f  t h e  
sand w i l l  v a r y  and t h e  amount of  dolomite must be ad jus ted  t o  suit - this 
can change by as much as 50%. 
If t h e  low phosphorus Nutr ico te  i s  used, a l l  types  o f  p l a n t s  can be po t t ed  
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in the  mix. Rainfo res t  p l a n t s  do NOT' require low phosphorus, even the 
Pro  teaceae family. Only the dry land and heath-type Proteacea  (Banksias 
etc.)are phosphorus sensitive. 
For top dressing on ex i s t ing  p o t t e d  plants use 9-10 month Nutricote at t h e  
fol lowing rate: 3 heaped teaspoon for 150 mm p o t ,  1 leve l  t e a q o o n  
f o r  125 mm and teaspoon f o r  100 mm p o t .  

Annette Hallpike r e p o r t e d  in October on her progress wi th  Banksia sp.: 
NO. SPECIES DEATIES PRESENT I-EALTR 

SO FAR 
10 ~ a n e i  V. good 
10 spinulosa cunni nghamfi V. good 

5 marginata V, good 
2 p e t i o l a r i s  V. good 
2 candolleana Good 
2 ashbyi 
2 menziesi i  0 .K 
5 b lechn i fo l i a  V. good 
In October these p l a n t s  were 12 months o l d  and were potted i n t o  6" p o t s  
L Ing a Proteacea  mix ( l o w e r  in phosphorus).  They are soon to be repotted 
into a modif ied  Proteacea mix and I hope to give you f u l l  d e t a i l s  in a 
l a t e r  newsletter. 
B i l l  Watkins r e p o r t s  t h a t  many experienced Sydney growers are using a pine 
bark mix put  o u t  by Blue Metal Industries which is s o l d  as Azalea mlx. 
Coarse river gravel is added to it and w h i l s t  plants grow wel l ,  losses w o C 9  
be high wi thou t  an automatic watering system. 
Bill has a large number of plants which he has had in containers f o r  
varying per iods  - he a ta tes  that his e a r l y  m i s t a k e s  were n o t  to t i p  prune 
e a r l y  enough or to use f e r t i l i z e r .  
Graeme Mee of Singleton N.S.W. is s p e c l a l i s i n g  in Anigozanthos sp. Full 
d e t a i l s  in the next newsletter, 

NAPES AESD ADDRESSES OF ACTIVE MEMBERS OF OUR GROUP: 
Annette Hal lp ike ,  18 D a f f o d i l  Road, 3oronia.Victoria. Y.55 
B i l l  Watkins, 8 Hiland Crescent, Smithf ie ld .  N.S.W. 2164 
Thomas Ross, O h m s t r .  45, 6000 Frankfurt. 90 West Gemany 
G )erne Mee, 3 F o r e s t  Avenue, Singleton, N.S.W. 2330.  
Judy Hooper, 14 Pickworth S t r ee t ,  Upper Mt, Gravatt, Brisbane a d ,  4122 
Mrs. P.V. Shaw, 5 Fleetwood Street, MacGregor. Qld. 4109. 
We have a number of passive memBers and T thank them f o r  t h e i r  l n t e r e s t  
zrld f inanc ia l  support. 

Best  wishes f o r  successful container  gardening 

STUDY LEADER. 

w 

PUNT SCIENCES 
LIBRARY 

2 9 NOV 1985 
AUSTRALIAN 

NAT IOWA1 BQiA?dIC 
GARDENS 


