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NEWSLETTER OF 'EEEqfAUSTRALIAN PLANT 

Spring is d l p o s t  over and it h a s  b 
con ta ine r  p l a n t 8  and a l s o  in t h e  garden. 

A problem 1 always experience is keeping m y  c o n t a i n e r  
c o n d i t i o n  so I was p l eased  to r ece ive  3ill le'atkins' l e t t e r  r e c e n t l y  i n  
which h e  included h i n t s  which he h a s  found h e l p f u l  in c o n t a i n e r  c u l t i v a t i o  
and a l s o  h i n t s  f r o n  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  nurseryman who spoke at a meeting of t h  
C a a t l e  H i l l  3 , G . A . P  

To ensure t h a t  con ta ine r  p lan ts  are well watered, B i l l  h a s  found  t h a t  it i 
her-eficial t o  leave  a space of 2.5 - 3 cm between the t a p  of the s o i l  and 
tht rim of the pot. F i l l  this s p a c e  w i t h  water several t imes ,  a l l o w i n g  
i t  to soak in. A topping  o f  metal screenings  or coarse g ~ a v e l  k e e p s  t h e  
soil f r o m  drying out quickly and keeps weeds to a minirau;n. 

Do n o t  assume t h a t  a y o t  has been well watered by a good r d n f a l l .  O f t en  
t h e  p l a n t  i3 so bushy that the  r a i n  is def l ec ted  o v e r  t h e  side and t h e  
s o i l  misses out. 

.When growing AnigozariChtks s p ,  B i l l  recornraends tkiat white stones be used 
as a mulch as they r e f l e c t  more heat up to the p l , m t ,  Alao, do n o t  water 

' 'I a f t e r  3 p.m., particularly in humid weather. 

G r a ~ m e  agrees w i t h  t h e s e  s u e & e s t i o n s  - more d e t 2 A l s  o f  h i s  f i n c i i n g s  iwiil 
he g i v e n  below. 

E L n t s  f r o m  a nursery3zt:l s n  how t o  keep  co:!'tJjner plants in t o p  s h a p e  :- 
I. iiegular f eed ing .  
2 ,  Fiuth less  p r u n i n g  at f r e q u e n t  i n t e r v i l s .  T h i s  is done by run r i i cg  k t i ;  
t . m d s  up the o u t s i d e  o f  trre p l a n t  a n d  when t h e  h a n d s  cone l e v e l  t~ where 
+&e t a l l e r s b o o t s  s t , a S t  t o  branch o u t ,  all t h e s e  s h o o t s  z e  praned o f f  
arid this l e a v e s  a : i i c e l y  rounded busil. Cut t ings  c J n  be t a k e n  when t ! - e  
7 1 a n t  s t a r t s  t o  s h o o t  z f t e r  t h i s  t reatment .  

5111 r e p o r t s  on h i s  s u c c e s s  ul i th  Cyrnbidiurr! su;ive, &'I o r z h i d  w h i c h  i s  
~ e u a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  di , t f lcu l  t tc &row b u t  %n.!;i ch h e  bas r a d  i r! a terr::co t t a  
p i h e  end f o r  20 y e a r s .  Rec2n t ly  ne obtai rled f u r t h e r  p l a n t 8  of tr.is s e c l q : :  
l ~ ~ c  h a s  p l a n t e d  t h ? ~  l a  2 l e n g t n  of strin,? bark t&en off a log. The end: 
;ere blocked  o f f  arid i t  was p lace2  in a h o r i z o n t i ~ l  p o s i t i o n  under r= i z p l e  
tree. ]<ow it i s  grnwir.; v e r y  succes:  f d l y  ,uld seems t o  be k e t t e r  th.,zr 

- )uJy seer. in t h e  bush and  f s r  better than t h e  ones 2ill b a s  i n  v e r t i c a l  
co n t p i  ners .  

bas o t h e r  successes  ( h e  h . 5 ~  o v e r '  76 c o n t a i  rler giants) i n c l u d e  Correas 
a d  he la l euca  fuleeas ( 3  c o l o u r e ~  -. r ed ,  s,almon mc! p u r p l e )  and theee  see3 
to be ,very succes s fu l ,  

Di f f i c u l  ti es have bgep e x g e r i  enced v i  Zh tkc 1 e r l ~ t h  o f  time Crgwea-I sA7d 
S r c l n i a  rnegaWigwa tiill l i v e  in a p o t  ~1 t!?ough a " R e a - ~ ~ r l  Scerrtl+ b y b r i d  
E ,  rcegastigma-has s ~ r v i v e d  14 years .  (I have  a l s o  had t h i e  p a r t i c y l a r  
hybrid aid it ha5 s u r v i v e d  f o r  over 14 month8 , d e s p i t e  conaiderab:~  
~ e g l e c t  and e x t r e w l y  harsh we at he^ b o t h  w i n t e r  and summ(sr. ) 

After f lower ing  w e l l  E-:i b b e r t i  i+ o b t u s i  f o l i a  a d  '&ui t e n e a  eunnlngh&ii  . t i e d .  
X' w o u l d  be pleased  t o  hear from m y  mezbers who b c a e  had exper ience ,  wi tf: 
thebe p l s n t a .  

Graeme Kee answered sever& q u e s t i o n s  ( a s  *en t i o n e d  ; : b v e )  regardi  rA!g 
* a l e r i n g  o f  u s  A-.bl&wza11tbaa smec iea .  Ke agrees wkth all a b u t  water ing  
d u r i n g  t h e  rnozntw so aa ta avbid m i s t a r e  on t h e  l e a v e s  f o r  o v e r  12 
hoaurs. iie t r i e s  t o  a-;aid y ~ t t i a  :$a8 1eav)es as o n e  o f  h i s  b l g  ~ r ; : : , ~ e m f i  



- .  ..'Q C U S ~  ~ ~ . ; 1 ~ 1 ' 1 4 1 " ~  ~ L C W F V C ; . ~  7 5 :  li:e ,so t ? ~ : ; j r d s  c8c;r : I I C P R + ; C ~ ~ ? T ~  th?? t k e : r ~  , 
~ r j  ce to pay  f o r  07eni;::; u.7 ol;r  c r , ,~ ln ' ;~?s i : !~  in t h i s  way ,:.~d tt"t i.". i~ 

>.;;! t o  a? 21.1 b ' h ~  ?r'r ;1~'17 '0n~9 of ?.S .r2.P. t? do oi:? bes t ,  t-r! eqscrr'. tb:i-t 
3~ i r  n,?"Yive f l r31.n .r,',! fr..uK=. 2rn p r e s c r v r C .  f o r  f u t u r e  -<ener;.:t.ions. 

- j in  p r o S l e 7  is n o t  r ~ s t r i c t e d  + L  A u s t r . d i 2  - iz t h ~  i J n l t ~ d  Ylng?on =t 

s p ~ - ? k e r  o n  J . V ,  2;: n e z r d  to e n c o u r a c c  pecr ; le  to grJw in ? , h ~ t r  oldn g x - d c r  
n 2 t i v e  T l o r n  50 of f s ~ t  t k e  =f2~.-poi lx_r ,ent  cause5 ty b . d l d o z l  n ; ; , p l~uq i -~ lnc  c': 

.&1. eo an e x  *TPF+Y <ram r f ; - ' i l d  F l , o~ ; e r s  of C-reecc" by ~Geozge Z-fLkas;- " G r e e c ~  
h ~ s  n o  i 2 w s  p r o  t e c t i n ~  t k e i r  r,-ire p l a n t s  fro? d e s p o i l -  t i e n ,  E Y , C ~ S ~ ~ ~ T , T F  
3 h ~ e ~  gr.azln:  in sumTer, t P b p  c c l ~ s t r u c t l o n  of mads owz ~ 1 ~ 3 s ~  e v e r y  
- 5 ~ n  t,-l r,, an3 tr ,e gome tine!: i r - d i ~ c s i  m: s.atp c o i  l ~ c f , i n . :  o f  r c z p  p l a n t s  
by f o r e l g n  zc i  e n t i s t s  y r e  enZ2-.,nqerir..: t h e  h t u r e  of the r2 re  w i l d  f l a w ~ r r  
g f  G r e e c e T 7 ,  

'low t h a t  t h e  n n i l  i s  m v i  r~: ag.dn in 3 .S.bl* 1 k,o?ing to h e a r  
you  a l l  w l t h  f c l l  of 'coth y o u r  s u c c e s s e s  zrld ~ F C J L T C S .  

3e : l t  w i s h e s  f o r  S ~ C C ~ S S ~ ~  coztT?inel- g ~ r d e n i n g ,  


