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Winter  has  come to Wagga Wagga on  the  appointed day, so d i f f e r e n t  from o u r  
summer which d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  u n t i l  autumn had commenced and l a s t e d  w e l l  
i n t o  Apr i l .  

I t  was so h o t  and dry (no r a i n  a t  all from January  u n t i l  A p r i l )  t h a t  we 
had a small brown snake come down o f f  t h e  hill behind u s  and exp lo re  o u r  
p a t i o  i n  s e a r c h  of water ,  X hope k t  was as f r i g h t e n e d  as I w a s !  

The Indian Scmmer proved d i s a s t r o u s  for mp I b r o n i a  mollaye ( e l a t i o r )  - 
i t  bloomed from L a t e  spring, all through o u r  unseasonably cool b u t  v e r y  
d r y  summer and t h e n  d i e d  o v e r n i g h t ,  Z have had ¶ U t e  a few d i s s a p o i n t -  
ments now w i t h  Euronias  i n  p o t s  and 1 am beginning to f e e l  t h a t  t hey  
should  only be recommended f o r  s h o r t  t e r n  c u l t i v a t i o n  w i t h  replacement 
always i n  view, We en joy  c u t  f l owere  f o r  a s h o r t  t ime so why n o t  a 
b e a u t i f u l  bo ron ia  f o r  one o r  two seasons ,  

This a r e a  has  bee:] an entornologis t% paaradi s e  this year - b t h  garden and 
c o n t a i n e r  p l a n t s  have s u f f e r e d  and my p r i d e  and joy, a Crowea e x a l t a  was 
decimated b y l a  Looper c a t e r p i l l a r .  T h i s  b e a u t i f u l  p l a n t  d i d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
w e l l  l a s t  year ,  blooming over a long  p e r i g d  hut  this year t h e r e  w i l l  be 
no flowers. However, i t  is recover5ng slowly and has  s t a r t e d  to shoo t  
s o  a l l  i s  n o t  doom and gloom on t h e  c o n t a i n e r  f r o n t ,  

Recent ly ,  I amnaged t o  f i n d  two specimens ofCAll iSsis  rhomboides , t h e  
P o r t  Jackson Pine ( v e r y  hard t o  f i n d  i n  t h e  n u r s e r i e s  in t M s  a r e a )  
which a r e  t h r i v i n g ,  and a D a r w i n i a  Z e i o s t y l a  purchased f o r  t h e  garden b u t  
p l a n t e d  i n  a contaLner a f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  Wrigleyls  "Aus t r a l i an  P l a n t s w .  

Thomas b s s  w r i t e s  from Germany of weather  problems - mild i n  December and 
J-usry with February mosthy behow Treezing Tor almost t h e  whole month. 
The lowes t  ternperatb c i n  t h e  most favourab le  p a r t  o f  h i s  garden was -12.5 
He r e p o r t s  t h a t  M s  con ta ine r  p l a n t s  a r e  mostly w e l l  but still  dorrpant 
and t h a t  t h e  g r a n u l a t e 2  l a v a  he is us ing  t o  prov ide  s u f f i c i e n t  d ra inage  
c o n t a i n s  about  12% GaQ which i s  u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  p l a n t s  t h a t  do not t o l e r a t e  
a l k a l i n e  s o i l s .  Acacias do n o t  l i k e  it b u t  most o f  h i e  o t h e r  p l a n t s  grow 
very w e l l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Bankaia s p i n u l o s a  and Banksi a o c c i d e n t d i s  , 

A t  t h e  t ime o f  w r i t i n g   arch) Mr, Ross r e p o r t s  t h a t  Acacf a u n c i n a t a  
f l owered  b e a u t i f u l l y  i n  t h e  middle of  w in t e r ,  Dendrobiurn speciosum 
f lowered  i n  Februasy and Acacia boormani3 and H i b b e r t i a  d e n t a t a  a r e  
p r e s e n t l y  blooming w i t h  Hymenosporwn flavum soon t o  s c e n t  t h e  whole 
greenhouse ,  Congra tu l a t i ons  a r e  certaiLrdy i n  o r d e r  a l though  t h e  p l e a s u r e  
o f  aee ing  a l l  t h e s e  b e a u t i f u l  p l a n t s  i n  bloom i n  t h e  middle of a dreary 
w i n t e r  would be reward enough, 

From Germany t o  Lawnton i n  Queensland ( sou th  west  o f  ~ a c k a ~ )  where Jan 
S k e d m s  i n t e r e s t  ia r a i n f o r e s t  plamts.  Jan i s  growing t h e s e  t o  p l a n t  i n  
a r a i n f o r e s t  which she i s  c r e a t i n g  as the beginning of t h e  P i n e  R ive r s  
Bo tan ica l  Gardens, From Jan's exper ience  r a i n f o r e s t  p l a n t s  make i d e a l  
c o n t a i n e r  p l a n t s ,  t h e  following being magnif icent  f o l i a g e  p lan ts : -  
Argyroaendron act inophyl lum,  A t h e r t u n l a  U v e r s i  f o l i  a, Dar l ing ia  
darlingiana, Davidsonja  p r u r i e n s ,  G e i s s o i s  b e n t h m i i ,  G r e v i l l e a  h i l l f ,  
Bedycarya a n g u s t i  f o l i a ,  H i  cksbeachi a p inna t f  f o l i a ,  Leea i n d i c a ,  Macararga 
t a n a r i u e ,  Musgravea h e t e r o p b y l l a ,  P o l y s c i a s  e legans ,  S c h e f f l e r a  act inophyl :  
Wi lk i ea  macrophylla.  

Jan% l e t t e r  continues:-  "My f a v o u r i t e  f o l i a g e  p l a n t s  a r e  t h e  ones  wi th  
g o l d  under t h e  l e a v e s  - Amorphosperrnum an t iPo  urn (Brown P e a r  Wood), 
drgyrondendson t r i f o l i o l a t u m  (Brown Tul ip  Oak f , G r e v i l l e a  p i n n a t i f i d a  
(wh i t e  Oak 1, O p i s t h i o l e p i s  h e t e r o  h y l l a  (Blush S i l k y  Oak) Planchone l l a  
obovoidea.  Ahao Groton i n s u l a r i s  i! S i l v e r  Csoton) w i t h  s i l v e r  under t h e  
l e a v e s ,  I a l s o  l i k e  the ones  w i t h  interesting t e x t u r e s  and p r i c k l e s ,  
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t h  these comments actinophylla 
inside in our dry inl atmosphere - so 

t o  o u r  p a t i o  

moat of the Banksias 
hard to keep alive 

she recommends 
but s t i l l  kept under 

and take outs ide .  
started w i t h  

There are eeveral point8 which need to be considered f i r a t  of all, The 
time of year when the plants will be displayed, It w i l l  be necessary to 
plan to grow f r o m  seed two or three years ahead and maybe longer with the 
longer l i ved  species. 

Choose careful ly  the 8peclee t h a t  w i l l  flower when you n e ~ d  them at t h e i r  
best .  

The o t t ing  mix may be your own,using a well dralned gravel/soil 
m i x  880%-2036) or a good qua l i ty  native p lan t  mix without added ferti l iser.  

The container which w i l l  u l t ima t e ly  be used for showing. P l a s t i c  is best 
as it is l i g h t e r  in weight and does not dry out as quickly as do t e r ra  cot1 
p o t s .  Start with  a s m a l l  pot and as the p l a n t  grows repoB i n t o  a s l i g h t l y  
larger one. Do not put  a s m a l l  p l a n t  i n t o  a large p o t .  P e r t i l i s e r  will br 
needed in spring - slow release p e l l e t s  suitable for  native plants or 
straight blood and bone (no additives)  may be used. Wateri is most 
important  and great care needs t o  be taken not to o v e d  A t  the same 
time the pots s h o u l d  never be allowed t o  dry out. When the plant  has 
advanced to a larger container it may be advisable to in ser t  a narrow piecr 
of plast ic  pipe i n t o  the soil near t h e  centre before plac ing  the plant in 
the larger p o t .  This w i l l  enable water t o  be dripped in and eo ensure thal  
the soil in the centre is thoroughly watered. Pruni . To produce a reall 
good p o t  plant  it I s  necessary to prune careful  d y an regularly. Tip 
pruning as the p l a n t  grows w i l l  keep it bushy and sturdy, Pruning after 
flowering w i l l  encourage a flush of new growth. Labell in is important toc 
Provide a labe l  than can be read eas i ly  without t e v ewer having to bend 
or t w i s t .  

+ 
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Some acacia8 euitable f o r  c o n t d n e r  growing: 

A. aculeatissima A. e r i c i f o l i a  
ala ta  f l e x l f o l i a  
brownei glaucoptera  
brunioi des guine t i i  
ch inchdl lens i  s handoni a 
cometes languinoaa 
dsummondii l u t e 0 1  a 
e c h i n a a  m i  t c h e l l i d  

A. mooreana 
pu;h che l la  
res ti acea 
rhe t3 no carp a 
spinescena 
truncata 
t ~ r e t i f o l i a  
t r igonophy l l  a 

A decf a lon  of the conference held in Brisbane l a s t  September is t h a t  all 
members of Study Groups must be f i k n a n c i a  members of the Socie ty  f o r  
Growing Australian P l a n t s .  PLEASE RENEW YOUR MENBEWHIP IF YOU HAVE LET 
IT LAPSE OR IF YOU ARB NOT ALREADY A PC3MBER PLEASE JOIN. 

Another decis ion  made at the  conference is t ha t  all study groups are to 
co-ordinate t h e i r  subscription dates to 70th June, Therefore all 
subscriptions are now due for 1996-57 on 1.7.86. The subscript ion is 
sti l l  $3 per yeas. 
Best wishee for successful conta iner  gardening, 

PLEASE INDICATE MEN PAYING YOUR SUBSCRIPTION, TLE RWX OF THE S.G.A.B. 
EHCUI' TO 'dliTCE YOU BELONG, 


