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Autumn a r r i v e d  on time on t h e  1st March wi th  a s h q  drop 
a t u r e s  and some v e r y  welcome r a i n  - much apprec ia ted  a f t e r  a ve ry  d r y  
aummer which proved d i s a s t r o u s  f o r  some of my conta iner  p l a n t s .  How- 
eve r ,  a  f o r t n i g h t  l a t e r  we a r e  back to temperatures i n  t h e  low 30's 
and anxiously wa i t ing  f o r  some fo l low up r a i n .  

We had our  usual  ~ t a y  a t  b e a u t i f u l  Mollymook on t h e  N.S.W. South 
Coast in December and were gble  to v i s i t  two wildflower r e se rves  - 
The U l l a d u l l a  Wildflower Reserve ( b e s t  f o r  a springtime v i s i t )  and 
a v e r y  new development, t h e  South P a c i f i c  Heathland Reserve which 
was a d e l i g h t  t o  see  and hae g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l .  If any o f  you a r e  
t r a v e l l i n g  d o n g  t h e  P a c i f i c  Highway a s h o r t  de tour  a t  t h e  southern 
end of t h e  town o f  U l l a d u l l a  w i l l  be v e r y  rewarding. 

Many thanks again to Bill Watkins f o r  h i e  d e t a i l e d  report8 on his 
con ta ine r  p l a n t s .  Bill  i s  s t i l l  having g r e a t  euccess with his g r a f t e d  
P roa tan the ras  p a r t i c u l a r l y  P  . x wBal l e r ina"  ,a. b a x t e r i i  v a r  s e r i  cea 
T h l s  genus does n o t  do well  i n  Sydney becauae o f  high humidity so 
perhapa any o f  you l i v i n g  i n  high humidity a r e a s  might l i k e  o t  t r y  
your hand a t  g r a f t i n g  them onto Weatringia f r u t i c o s a  s tocks .  

a11 a l s o  r e p o r t s  succesa w i t h  Lechenaul t ia  spa  Af te r  l i t t l e  long 
term success  he decided to t r y  once again and purchased a yellow L. 
forrnosa and a L, b i l o b a  which he double p o t t e d  by p l a n t i n g  them i n  
6 p o t s ,  These were then placed i n  8" p o t s  and t h e  space  f i l l e d  wi th  
s o i l ,  B t h  p l a n t s  have bloomed w e l l  ( t h e  L. f o m s a  o v e r  a per iod  o f  
5 months) and look  v e r y  heal thy.  The con ta ine r s  have been placed i n  
a  s i t u a t i o n  where they  g e t  full af te rnoon aun so t h e  double p o t  could 
be one way t o  keep t h e  r o o t  aystem cool. f t w i l l  be i n t e r e e t i n g  t o  
h e a r  how these p l a n t a  have responded to t h e  ve ry  t r y i n g  summer Sydney 
has  had. 

My thanks,  too,  t o  P a t  Shaw o f  Macgregor, Queensland f o r  h e r  long  
r e p o r t  and l e t t e r s ,  P a t ' s  c o n t a i n e r  p l a n t s  a r e  a l l  grown i n  p1asti.c 
p o t s  placed i n s i d e  c l a y  o r  g lazed  po t8  ( s o  &hey can be e a s i l y  moved) ' and a r e  all growing o n  p a t i o s  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o r  back o f  t h e  
house. The f lower ing  p l a n t s  a r e  on the  f r o n t  edge of a  long  p a t i o  
which r ece ives  sun a l l  day i n  t h e  w i n t e r  and morning sun  i n  t h e  
aummer. P o t s  a r e  watered according t o  t h e  weather - i n  t h e  win te r  
once o r  twice a week and i n  t h e  summer every two to t h r e e   day^. 

I was i n t e r e s t e d  t o  no te  i n  P a t ' s  l e t t e r  that Crowea s a l i g n a  was 
pruned back t o  half  s i z e  and i s  buehing up rrlcely b u t  Crowea e x d t a  I ' ' w a s  l o s t  when given t h e  same t rea tment .  I a l s o  l o s t  a Crowea e x a l t a  
a f t e r  pruning h e a v i l y  - this p l a n t ,  which had bloomed b e a u t i f u l l y  
f o r  months was pruned during t h e  l a t e  spr ing .  I t  d e t e r i o r a t e d  
s t e a d i l y  dur ing  o u r  long  h o t  summer and f i n a l l y  succumbed to o u r  
usua l  plague o f  hungry, marauding i n s e c t a ,  

P a t  a l s o  r e p o r t a  on her g r a f t e d  p l a n t s  and t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  obtaln- 
ing a s u i t a w e  r o o t s t o c k  f o r  Boronia r o s e m a r i n i f o l i a  which is n a t i v e  
t o  t h e  area.  Unfortunately ,  i t  no l o n g e r  gmwa t h e r e  because o f  
locked i n  phosphorue used f o r  yea ra  a a  a farm f e r t i l i z e r .  A t  the t ime 
o f  w r i  t i q ,  her hueband Harvey (who doe8 a l l  t h e  g r a f t i n g  had wedge 

r a f t e d  B. m s e m a r i n l f o i i a  onto Euodia e l l e r y a n a  and a f t e r  f i v e  weeks 
!he g r a f t  was st i l l  looking good. 
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ISSK G814 - 1010. 
The p o t t i n g  mix used has been a combinat ion  o f  p u l v e r i z e d  hoop p i n e  
bark and sand  at a r a t i o  o f  bark 7, sand 3 ,  w i t h  added n u t r i e n t s  or a 
p e a t / s a n d / f e r t i l i z e r  mix, However, r e c e n t l y  the pine bark mix has  
caused some problems and appears to be t o x i c  to some Proteaceae 
species so slash pine bark w i l l  now be s u b s t i t u t e d .  

Lechenaul t i a  fosmosa, Scaevola s tri cta, Tetratheca thymifo l ia  and 
Damperia d i v e r s i f o l i a  Jave been repot ted  i n t o  a mixture of 2:1 
sand peatmoss wi th  Nu t r i co te  added t o  t h e  mixture and a little extra 
on top,  These p l a n t s  are responding ta thechange and looking much 
h e d t h L e r ,  

The Queensland Region and Branches w i l l  be staging a landscape des ign  
fea ture  using a l a rge  number of p l a n t s  in containers  for i t s  d i s p l a y  
at their September Show. Pat is busy prepar ing  f o r  tfiis event. J 
will be looklng  forward to hearing from her and a l s o  anyone who 
part icipates in t he  di sp lay  (even if you a r e  n o t  members of the study 
group) - a l e t t e r  t e l l i n g  o f  you r  success ( o r  pro3lems wi th  growing 
on p l a n t s  in con ta ine r s )  would be o f  i n t e r e s t  and very  much appreciated.  

My own c o n t d n e r  plants have been somewhat neglected recen t ly  as we 
became grandparents s i x  weeks ago f o r  the  first time, I f  it had n o t  
been f o r  Georgema efforts  every evening on the water ing  front X f e a  
a l l  would have been lost but l i f e  is re turn ing  t o  normal, the weather 
i s  much cooler and gardening a c t i v i t i e s  are very enjoyable i n s t ead  
of t h e  chore they become towards t he  end of a long,  h o t ,  and dry 
summer. 

A t  the beginning of the summer 1 repotted two Bird's Nest ferns 
( ~ s p l e n i u m  australasicum) and a Hare's foot fern (Davil l ia pyxidata) 
i n t o  Decor Wate~rell p o t s  using a commercial p o t t i n g  mix sold by a 
local fern nursery, The Bird's Nests have performed well over a very 
h o t  summer but the  Davillia pyxidata is still rather  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  - 
it was a beautiful specimen, brought back from Sydney (where it thrives) 
at the end of May, placed in my shade house and then brought  I n s i d e  
in July when we were away and the  house was very c o l d .  I am now 
w a i t i n g  to see what e f f e c t s  t he  w i n t e r  will have on all t h r e e  ferns. 

It is qui t e  some time s ince  I have heard f rom some of o u r  ac t ive  
members and 1 would l i k e  to remind you all that the newsletter is 
on ly  as good as the i n f o r m a t i o n  1 receive.  No mattes how i n s i g n i f i c e n t  
you may f e e l  your  c o n t r i b u t i o n  is, it might be the clue some on else 
needs, so please put  pen to paper.  

Best w i s h e s  f o r  successful container gardening, 

MARGARET BARBOUR. 


