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Winter i n  Wagga Wagga has  been wet, cold  and very d rea ry  f o r  both  
human and p l a n t  l i f e ,  Two b r i g h t  s p o t s ,  however, have been Correa 
!WMariants Marveltt (C, Backhousiana x r e f l e x a )  which bloomed from 
March till e a r l y  August and a Mo t h e r t s  Day G i f t  - Epacr i s  r e c l i n a t a ,  
which i s  s t i l l  covered with f l ower s ,  Both p o t s  a r e  v i s i b l e  from m y  
k i t c h e n  window - s p o t s  o f  co lou r  a n  miserab le  days, Darwinia l e o s t y l a ,  
which blooked so b e a u t i f u l l y  all last  w i n t e r  d i d  n o t  survive and 
Eremophila maculata i s  on t h e  si chmffier~rng~~4~rg,rn an i n f e s t a t i o n  
of  p i n k  wax s c a l e ,  I 
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AL 1 .,r,Lz,L~.4 
Graeme Mee writes t h a t  he has  had &m$-L.suocessiwjrj$h double p o t t i n g  a 
Boronia s e r r a t a .  He placed one pof - i n s i& .mo$her ,  t he  o u t s i d e  one 
being whi te .  S tones  and pebb le s  were placed b e t w e n - t h e  two p o t s  and 
g r a v e l  on t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  s o i l .  The p l a n t  i s  su rv iv ing  a l though  
i t  has  twice  been broken by a n e t b a l l  ( l o s i n g  i t s  main stem) and once 
being +knocked o u t  o f  i t s  p o t  completely. 

A note  from P a t  Shaw r e p o r t s  the g r a f t i n g  of  Lechenaul t i a  b i l o b a , l .  
h i r s u t a  and L,  formosa on to  Goodenia ova t a ;  and Hibbe r t i a  s t e l l a r i s  
and M, miniata on to  R.  scandens.  Je will be i n t e r e s t e d  t o  follow 
t h e  p rog res s  o f  t he se  p l a n t s ,  

B i l l  iiaticins has  l o s t  h i s  double p o t t e d  Lechenau l t i a  b i l o b a  b u t  L. 
formosa i s  s t i l l  doing we l l .  He has purchased ano the r  orange and r e d  
L. f o r m s a  and Darnpiera d i v e r s i f o l i a  and has  placed them where t hey  
r e c e i v e  f u l l  sun, He has a problem wi th  a huge maple growing i n  
h i s  neighbourl  s garden which r e s t r i c t s  s u n l i g h t ,  Another c a s u a l t y  
i s  Crowea e x a l t a  l o s t  whl le  i n  f u l l  bloom. I311 has  been t o l d  that 
a g r a f t  on to  Correa alba could be succes s fu l  so  he w i l l  t r y  t h i s  as 
soon as he can o b t a i n  s t o c k s  o f  C, alba, 

BilS a d v i s e s  that as Propaga t ion  O f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  Parsamat ta -Cas t le  
H i l l  group he has  purchased a l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  Nescofilm g r a f t i n g  
t a p e  which i s  t h e  only  t a p e  which w i l l  s p l i t  as the  g r a f t  expands, 
This t ape  i s  hard  t o  o b t a i n  at p r e s e n t  but 311 would be happy t o  
supply Study Group members with 1 metre x 1.00 cm (which is enough 
f o r  150  g r a f t s )  f o r  $1.00 plus a stamped, s e l f  addressed envelope.  
311% address  i s  8 Hiland Crescent ,  Sm?IHFIELD. N,S.W. 2164. 

QRAFIIXG BANKS1 AS. 

I am indebted  t o  E i l l  f o r  +the fo l lowing  e x t r a c t  from the  Macquarie 
Wni, Eews 7.1986 which was r e p r i n t e d  in t h e  Pa r r ama t t a  C a s t l e  H i l l  
Xewslet ter  i n  October, 1986: 

!Wur member and s e c r e t a r y ,  Kei th  Cai rncross  ( P r o f e s s o r  Kei th  C a i r n -  
c ro s s ,  Macquarie Universk t y )  has  done what t h e  expe r t s  s a i d  was 
v i r t u a l l y  imposs ib le  - g r a f t e d  s p e c i e s  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  w e s t  c o a s t  
banks ias  t o  e a s t e r n  r o o t s t o c k ,  Usually W , A .  s p e c i e s  become i n f e c t e d  
w i t h  a r o o t  fungus Yhytophthora cinnamomi, when grown i n  t he  e a a t ,  

To da te  K e i t h  has  germinated some 50 s p e c i e s  o f  W.A. banks ias  a n d  
g r a f t e d  20, Among the  many f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  to t h e  success  was 
t he  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  h o s t  and d e s i r e d  g r a f t ,  and how c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  
t h e  t r a n s p l a n t  r sc  on w a s  t o  t h e  h o s t  Once t h e  f e  s a b ' l ' t y  
g r a f t  w a s  es tabf i shea  , grafts w e r e  most  s u c c e s s f u l  wEen kakh p f i n ~ s  



wcrc corn in ,  i n t o  e a r l y  seasona l  ,;rowti!, T n  H A  this  orcur s  i n  w i n t e r  
Y% w:.,ic!~ is o i * t o ! ~  c o l d  anr! h . 2 ~  : k : ' .  ,.h.2?,er:: 1 .13 t - s t ock  

e ;r~a t l l  r ;orm~ally o c c u r s  i:, 1 , i t e  w i n t e r - e a r l y  s p r i n g .  Yrje d i s p a r i t y  
rnezns tnat  azz mti  fi c l  al e ~ l v i r o r ~ i n e n t  t h a t  syncinroni ses tile growth 
hnbi t s  of .  b o o t h  r o o t  t o c k  ,and gral ' t  h a s  t o  be c rea t ed .  

The ac3~al graft is ach ieved  by c u t t i ~ ~ g  a s u i t a b l e  s h o o t  o r  twig 
frorn 2 ir'estern p l a n t  an6 s h a p i n g  some 2 cms l o n g  a t  t h e  b a s e  
( t h e  t o t a l  s c i o n  is a b o u t  6-7 c n s a l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  The diameter o f  t h e  wedge 
is ,measured rund a p a r t  o f  t h e  h o s t  i l l an t  w i t h  a branch o r  t r u n ~  o f  
similar diameter is prei),,ared t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  z r a f t ,  A d iagona l  c u t  
is made t o  t a k e  t h e  wedge, care being t a k e n  n o t  t o  c u t  t o o  d e e p l y  i n t o  
t k e  h o s t .  The g r a f t  is then  bound in p l a c e  wi tlr; 2 waterproof  e l a s t i c  
f i l m .  The p l a n t s  are then l i g h t l y o m i s t e d  w i t h  water and placed in a 
g l a s s  house  m a i n t a i n e d  at above 15 C,  Optimum graf t in .?  c o n d i t i o n s  
r e q u i r e  a temperature o f  n o t  more than  2 5 ' ~  i n  p e r i o d s  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  
low humidi  ty, 

Also c r i t i c a l  is t h e  f a s t i d i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  hyg iene .  A l l  i n s t r u m e n t s  
are  washed in h y p o c h l o r i d e  o r  household  bleach and r i n s e d  i n  d i s t i l l e d  
w a t e r ,  The x s a f t s  were handled  as l i t t l e  as p o s s i b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  
g r a f t i n d  i ~ s o c e s s  and Kei th  wears s u r g i c d  g l o v e s  t o  p r even t  sweat and 
hac ter i  a i n t e r f e r i  q: wi th t h e  union. Agyarent ly ,  h i s  col leagues 
c l a i m  h i s  s k i l l s  wi th  a s c a l p e l  a l s o  p l a y  a l a r g e  p a r t  in h i s  
p i o n e e r i n g  s u c c ~ s s ,  

Anon2 t h e  species  s u c c e s s f u l l y  gs2f t ea  in t h e  p a s t  year are western  
aanks i  a coccinea* b a t e r i  , baue r i  , so l -andr i ,  g r a n d i s ,  as)-tb;ii , a e n z e s i i  , 
audax, burdettii 2nd s p e ~ i o s a . ' ~  

B i e n n i a l  Conference time is fas t  ~ p ; ~ r o a c h i n g  and d i t h  this in v i e w  
I would l i k e  t o  hear from all a c t i v e  members so t h a t  Barbara Daly ,  
o u r  S tudy  Group Co-ordinator w i l l  have a v a i l a b l e  the  necessary  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  ker r e p o r t ,  What I would l i k e  t o  know is:-  

i. Ty2es o f  p o t t i n , :  mix you are u s i n g  - i , e .  :re J T ~ , U  a s i n g  z cornmerci~J 
pot t in , :  mix o r  are you concoc t i :~g  y o u r  own s p e c i a l .  

2 '::hat f e r t i l i z e r  you u s e  and do you Think i t  is g i v i n c  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
results 

3 ,  hihat p3 m t s  h a v e  you found most s u i t a b l e  f o r  con t , a ine r  ?rowing 

I n  accordance w i t h  r e ;gu la t ions  1 : i i d  down at the l a s t  Z i e n n i a l  Confer- 
ence  a l l .  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  were due o n  l3t J u l y ,  1937.  The s u b s c r i p t i o n  
i s  s t i l l  e 3  a .d I would like t o  tilank &1 those  mem'uers w h o  r .we  
s l r e a d y  p a i d .  please i n d i c a t e  the branch o f  SGAi- tr, which  you l~eloxlg, 
Edembership 0:' a S t u d y  Group  is c ~ r ~ a i t i o n a l  o n  belon::ins t o  a SSGW 
Rr at; ch  , 

Z e s t  wl shes f'or s u c c e s s f u l  eo n t n i  ner 5:asdening 


