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AUSTRALIAN PLAPU'TS FOR GROW NIZWSZETTER NO. 9. 

Summer s t a r t e d  e a r l y  i n  Wagga with temperatures  i n  December up to 
40'~ - h e a t  we u s u a l l y  exper ience i n  February. Heat and dry weather 
continued throughout t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  months w i thou t  any l e t  up and 
every th ing  has  s u f f e r e d  - n o t  o n l y  c o n t a i n e r  p l a n t s  b u t  wel l  

e s t a b l i s h e d  garden p l a n t s  d i e d  a l m o s t  ove rn igh t  i n  what has  been 
descr ibed  as one o f  o u r  h o t t e s t ,  d r i e s t  summers f o r  o v e r  twenty 
ye ass. 
Losses which d i d  s u r p r i s e  me were Prostazathera X Ba l l e r ina1* ,  
Correa X "Marian's M m e l t r  and Calitris rhomboidea, all o f  which 
had been performing well under va ry ing  cond i t i ons  f o r  a number of  
y e a r s ,  
REPORTS , 

A v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  l e t t e r  came from Thomas Ross and I quote from 
h i s  l e t t e r : -  Winter  i s  approaching he re  - i t  i s  s d n y  and cold,  
We won't have much sun  u n t i l  n e x t  sp r ing .  In s p i t e  o f  having l o t s  

of  work, 1'11 t r y  t o  go t o  Spa in  on as many weekends as p o s s i b l e ,  

A f r i e n d  o f  mine bought a house w i t h  a garden a v e r  t h e r e ,  and it'll 
be my t a sk  t o  r e juvena te  t he  garden,  wMch is very b e a u t i f u l .  
Many of t h e  plants T grow i n  p o t s  i n  Germany w i l l  be much happie r  
i n  t he  open ground, I guess ,  The only problem w i l l  be t h e  very 
ca l ca reous  s u b s o i l  and some s a l i n i t y  due t o  t h e  prox imi ty  o f  the  
s e a  and t he  saltiness o f  tap water. 
I n  t h e  mean t ime I stil l  have my greenhouses. .  . ..you a sk  f o r  

i n fo rma t ion  about  p o t t i n g  mixes, f e r t i l i z e r s  and for t h e  s p e c i e s  
most s u i t a b l e  f o r  con$ainer growing. I use  a mix o f  p e a t ,  sand 

and t h e  g r a n u l e s  o f  baked c l a y  used f o r  hydroponics.  My trials 
wi th  powdered l a v a  and g r a n u l e s  gave bad r e s u l t s ,  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  1611 
add a l i t t l e  o f  loam ( s l i g h t l y  a c i d  i n  o u r  a r e a )  f o r  t h e  p l a n t s  t h a t  
l i k e  heav ie r  s o i l .  I mostly use  a s t a n d a r d  l i q u i d  f e r t i l i z e r ,  bu t  
o f t e n  a t  the  time of r e p o t t i n g  I i n c l u d e  some horn meal, For t he  
p l a n t s  t h a t  want v e r y  good drainage, I simply i n c r e a s e  the part o f  
sand m d  c l a y  g r a n u l e s  i n  t h e  compost. This  g i v e s  good r e s u l t s .  

My problems he re  a r e :  1. my negl igence  - I l e a v e  p l a n t s  t oo  
l o n g  i n  t o o  s m a l l  c o n t a i n e r s .  Some d o n ' t  mind ( t h e  ones  marked 
nHardyTqin t he  p l a n t  . l i s t ) ,  o t h e r s  mind a l o t .  2 ,  l a c k  of 
sunshine i n  w i n t e r  and overcrowded greenhouses.  The* means 100% 
humidi ty  f o r  4 months, no sunsh ine  a t  all i n  2 o r  3 greenhouses,  
See o v e r  f o r  l i s t s ,  



H = Hardy 

A C A C I A  KYBEANENSIS very hardy  and flowerinp as a small w l a n t  
B O C R M A N I I  hardy  
D R U M M C V D I I  flower in^ as a very small p l a n t  
P R A V I S S I M A  hardy 
BARRINGTONENSXS 
PARADOXP. flowering as a small plant, v e r y  hardy 
BROWN11 flowering as a very small p l a n t ,  hardy 
RETINODES f l o w e r i n g  almost c o n t i n u o u s l y ,  hardy  
C A L A M I S O L I  A 
B A I E Y A N A  
U N C I N A T A  
VERTXCIELATA v e r y  h a r d y  
RI CEPLN 0. h a r d y  
SUBULATA f l o w e r i n p  as a very s m a l l  plant 
P L O R I B U N D  E v e r y  h a r d y  

ANIGOZANTMUS FLAVIDUS 
BPECKEA V I R G A T A  ve ry  ha rdy  
BAMKSIA M A R G I N E T A  very hardy  

OCCIDENTALIS 
BILEARDIERA V A R I I F O L I A  

ERUBESCENS 
RINGEMS hardy 

CALLPSTEMOY SUBULATUS v e r y  hardy 
C A P T A I N  COOK 
S I E B E R I  
PP.LLIDUS 

C A S S I P  PHY L L O D I N E A  
CHCRIZEMA I L I C I F O L I U M  h a r d y  and extremely showy in f l o w e r  

D I V E R S I F O L I U M  
C L I A N T H U S  PUNICEUS hardy 
DACRYDIUM CUBRESSINUM 
D A V I D S C N I A  PRURIENS good house p l a n t  
DENDROBLUM S P E C I O S U M  VPR COMPACTUM v e r y  hardy  
EUCALYPTUS C U R T I S 1 1  

OBTUSIFLORA hardy and f l o w e r i n u  as a small p l a n t  
TORQU AT A 
FCECUNDP 
LEU CCXY LON MACROCARBA VAR ROSEA 
F I C I F O L I A  

E U C R Y P H I P  M I L L I G  PNIX 
E U G E N I A  W I L S C N I I  
FICUS MACROPHYLLA ve ry  h a r d y ,  good house p l a n t  
GREVI LEEA THETXMANMI ANA 

OLYMPIC FLAME h a r d y  
CLARET hardy 
V I C T O R I A E  

HAKEA M I  CROC PXPA 
L I S S C S P E R M A  hardy  

H I B B E R T I P  DENTATA ha rdy  and f ree flowerinq 
SCANDEMS hardy 
SERPYLLPFOLIP g r a c i o u s  l i t t l e  plant 

HYMENOSPORUM FLAVUM flower in^ as a s m a l l  plant already 
ISOTOMA A X I L L A R I S  
JASMINUM S U A V I S S I M U M  
KUMZEA M U E L L E R I  h a r d y  

B A X T E R I  
P A R V I B C L I A  

LEPT CSPERMUM HUMBFUSUM 
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LEPTOSFERMUM CUNNINGHAMII hardy, n i c e  silvery leaves and f l o w e r s  
N I T I D U M  ' 

R CTUNDPFOLIUM 
LFIIOTZKYA ERICOIDES 
MELALEUCA ERICIFOLIA very hardy 
OLEARIA PHMGOPAPPA 
PANDOREA PANDORANA h a r d y  

J A S M I N O I D E S  
D ORAT OXY LON 

PERSOONIA PINIFOLIA 
PITTOSPORUM BICOLOR 

UNDULATUM h a r d y  and flowering as a small p l a n t  
POMADERRIS ELLIPTICA hardy 
PROST ANTHERA BAXTERI 

LASIANTHOS spectacular in flower 
NIVEA VAR INDUTA 
RCTUNDIFOLJ  b. haady and s p e c t a c u l a r  i n  rlowes 
SIEBERI hardy and spec tacular  in flower 
CYME ATA hardy 

RHODODENDRON LOCHAE 
SOLLYA HETEROPHY LLA long flowering season, hardy 
STENOCARPUS S I N U A T U S  
THYSANOTUS MULTfiFLORUS 

These  are only the species I had a fair amount of success w i t h .  

The  l i s t  of my f a i l u r e s  is unfortunately much l o n ~ e r ?  
I guess summer i s  b e ~ i n n i n g  i n  A u s t r a l i a  - how I envy you. 

B i l l  Watkirms r e p o r t s  on a mild winter fol lowed by a magnif icent  

spr ing.  One of  Bill's problems at t ha t  stage was water ing h i s  

c o n t a i n e r  p l a i t s ,  h'ith some he h a s  found t h a t  dunking  them once 

a week 1- a tub o f  water as w e l l  as top water ing gives good r e s u l t s .  
I hope t h a t  t h e  ve ry  wet summer t h a t  t h e  N.S,W, c o a s t a l  s t r i p  has 

experienced k~asn @ t proved too much f o r  y o u r  p l a n t s ,  B i l l .  

E i l l  a l s o  reports t h a t  the  p o t t i n g  mix t h a t  g ives  the best resul t s  
f o r  him is 9 p a r t s  commercial mix (mos t ly  pine bark, sawdust and 
w h i t e  crushed quartz)to which he adds 2 p a r t s  compost, 2 p a r t s  

f r i ab le  loam and 2 p a r t s  more of crushed q u a r t z  (sometimes ca l l ed  

Clarence sand or propagat ion sand which a l so  used f o r  c u t t i n g  mix. 

Osmocote, t race  elements and d o l o m i t e . .  During the growing,:season 
a f o l i a r  f e r t i l i z e r  is used, 

The fo l l owing  is a list of p l a n t s  t h a t  B i l l  has  had growing in 

conta iners  for from 3 t o  7 Y e a s 4  Some of them, through l a c k  of 



a t t e n t i o n  have become s t r agg ly  so c u t t i n g s  have been taken, placed  

in 6'Qots and most of them have f lowered ,  
L i s t  of  P l a n t s  which have been growing f rom 3 to 7 years in e i t h e r  

6" o r  8'' po t s :  

Asplenium aust ra l i s  (from spores ,  
Brachycomd3 m u l t i d i d i a  and B, break o f  Day. 
Correa baeur l en i i ,  C. ref lexa,  C, ma~hnii, C. p u l c h e l l a .  

Call is ternon "'Reeves P i n k v  

C a l l i t r i  s rhomboidea 

Eremophi1 a rnaculata, Bed and y e l l o w ,  

Eleocarpus  r e t i c u l a r i s  

E x i c s t ~ m o n  r n y o ~ o r o i d e s  

G r e v i l l e a  arenaria 
Hoya australis 
bTelaleuca fu lgens  in p u r p l e ,  mauve and salmon; M. l a t e x i t a  
Kunzea ambigua 
Xygporum viscosum, parv i  folium 

P r o s t a n t h e r a  m a r i f o l i a ,  v i o l a c e a  vas i  egated, P .ro t u n d i f o l i a ,  P. nivea, 
P,  nivea  v a r  i n d u t a  

Thornasi a macrocarpa, T. peta lca lyx .  

Westringia f r u t i  cosa Blue Heaven, W , Wynyabbie gem 

B i l l  has a l a rge  number o f  ep iphyt i c  and ter res t ia l  o r c h i d s  and he 
has found that t h e  epiphytes do better when placed in a mix of  
casuarina bark, charcoa l ,  course gravel  and peatmoss, rather than o n  

b a k  slabs,  One Dendrobium Mngianum h a s  been in a c o n t a i n e r  (l5cm 
x 60 cm) for ove r  12 years and it produces over 200 s p i k e s  each 

y e a r .  

Gver the past  twe lve  months my commitments have inc reased  to such an 
extent that X have r e l u c t l a n t l y  decided t h a t  I can no l onge r  cont inue 
as Study Leader  a f t e r  t h e  30th June. I would like to hear from any- 
one who would be interested in taking over so tha t  1 can inform 
Barbara Daly, Study Group Co-ordinator .  

Best wishes f o r  successfu l  


