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IntroductIon
In this our 50th anniversary year, we thought it appropriate to collect a listing of  all publications 

of  the Society for Growing Australian Plants (SGAP) and the Wildflower Society of  Western 
Australia (WSWA). These publications could be either sponsored or supported by branches, 
regions, or the Federal body; or written by individuals or groups and supported by the above 
groups. This latter category includes publications by ASGAP Study Groups. The distinctions 
are quite difficult in the cases of  peopl e who are prominent within SGAP but have had books 
published commercially, ie through a commercial publisher, but with no mention of  SGAP/WSWA 
as publisher or sponsor. We have excluded all such books because our criterion has been that to be 
included, the publication must be initiated, sponsored or published by SGAP/WSWA. This is also 
partly for practical reasons, to prevent the list from becoming too unwieldy. 

One category of  publications which caused us some soul searching was the numerous project 
reports sponsored by the Wildflower Society of  Western Australia, often in conjunction with 
volunteers of  the Bushland Plant Survey Project. While it could be argued that these are more 
along the lines of  a scientific survey rather than a more conventional “book”, they are still work 
undertaken by an SGAP group aimed at promoting our flora and increasing knowledge of  it. For 
this reason, we included them. 

We have not listed most small or ephemeral pamphlets such as may be used to advertise activities of  
the Society although some of  the “plant list for a particular area” type of  publication can be less 
than 10 pages. However, there are some very early brochures, such as those published by the New 
South Wales Region in 1958, which we have included because of  their historical significance. 

We are keen to learn of  any significant items we have missed and if  necessary, will produce an 
addendum of  such material in due course. It is noticeable that many of  the publications written 
in the “early days” of  the Society, Branches and Regions, are a guide for people on how to grow 
Australian plants and provide advice on e stablishing a “native” garden. It is also very noticeable 
that some of  these have gone through many reprints and revisions, indicating that there is still a 
demand for this type of  information, despite the explosion of  books on Australian plants available 
through bookshops. 

Bibliographies are commonly arranged alphabetically under authors and we again considered 
whether we should retain this format or list books under title. We also discussed keeping 
publications together by Region, or Branches, or categories, eg “how to establish native gardens”, 
“plant lists for gardens in different regions”, “local flora lists” etc, or to list them chronologically. 
No one way seemed best and in the end we opted for listing under five major categories, and 
within each, by author or the group/branch/region responsible. The use of  author headings 
allows all their work to be kept together including those with minor name changes. These five 
major headings are:

Books initiated/organised/sponsored by Bill Payne and the Publishing Section under the guidance 
of the Society for Growing Australian Plants, NSW Ltd.

Books published by SGAP Regions or Branches, or individuals sponsored by Regions or Branches

Books published by ASGAP Study Groups or individuals supported by Study Groups

Publications from ASGAP Biennial Conferences and APS Victoria F.J.C. Rogers Seminars

Internet Publications
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Newsletter  No. 30.

R
 Randall, David (compiler). (1993). Index to Dryandra 

Study Group Newsletter 1974 – 1992. Dryandra Study 
Group Occasional Publication – No. 1. [Ocean 
Grove, Vic.].

Randall, David (compiler, with additions by 
Margaret Pieroni). (1994). Index to Dryandra Study 
Group Newsletter 1974 – 1994, 2nd ed. Dryandra 
Study Group Occasional Publication – No. 2. 
[Ocean Grove, Vic.].

S
 Salkin, Esma et al, for the Australian Daisy Study 

Group. (1995). Australian brachyscomes. The Group, 
Melbourne, Vic.
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Schaumann, Maureen, Barker, Judy and Greig, Joy 
of  the Australian Daisy Study Group. (1987). 
Australian daisies for gardens and floral art.  
Lothian Publishing, Melbourne, Vic.

Snape, Diana (assisted by members of  the Garden 
Design Study Group). (2002). The Australian 
garden:  designing with Australian plants. Bloomings 
Books, Melbourne, Vic.

publications from asgap Biennial Conferences and aps Victoria F.J.C. rogers seminars
Although SGAP (as it was then) had held Annual Federal Conferences since September 1962, and 
Biennial Conferences since 1967 (see Walter (2007), p. 217 for a complete list), it wasn’t until the Hobart 
Conference of  December 1975 that a “symposium on Australian plants” was included. All subsequent 
Conferences have incorporated such a Seminar and many have adopted a theme to promote the Conference 
eg “Grow Local Plants” (Adelaide 1985), “The Brilliance of  Australian Plants” (Ballarat 1995) and 
“Australian Plants in a Changing World” (Canberra 2001). While these are not strictly publications of  
ASGAP, being more along the lines of  compilations of  authors papers with minimal editing, they do 
represent an important resource of  Australian plant knowledge. Unfortunately, relatively few are included 
in more than one or two Australian libraries (those known to be in libraries are marked with an asterisk*) 
and ASGAP needs to address this situation before it is too late and ensure that copies are provided to at 
least the National Library in Canberra and major State Libraries. The Conference/Seminar papers are 
listed below in chronological order. 

(a) asgap seminar papers

SGAP Society for Growing Australian Plants. 
(1975). Eighth Biennial Federal Conference 
– Seminar Papers, First Federal SGAP Seminar*, 
held December 1975. Hobart.

SGAP Society for Growing Australian Plants. 
(1977). Ninth Biennial Federal Conference and 
Second Federal SGAP Seminar Program – Seminar 
Papers*, held August 1977. Perth.

SGAP Society for Growing Australian Plants. 
(1979). Tenth Biennial Federal Conference 
– Seminar Papers, held August 1979. Sydney.

SGAP Society for Growing Australian Plants. 
(1981). Eleventh Biennial Federal Conference – 
Seminar Papers, held November 1981. Melbourne.

SGAP Society for Growing Australian Plants. 
(1983). Twelfth Biennial Federal Conference – 
Seminar Papers “Grow Local Plants”*, held August 
1983. Adelaide.

ASGAP Association of  Societies for Growing 
Australian Plants. (1985). Thirteenth Biennial 
Federal Conference – Seminar Papers “Specialised 
Plant Communities”, held September 1985. 
Brisbane.

ASGAP Association of  Societies for Growing 
Australian Plants. (1988). Fourteenth Biennial 
Federal Conference – Seminar Papers “The 

Australian Flora Past, Present and Future”, held 
January 1988. Canberra.

ASGAP Association of  Societies for Growing 
Australian Plants. (1990). Fifteenth Biennial 
Federal Conference – Seminar Papers*, held 
January, 1990. Hobart.

ASGAP Association of  Societies for Growing 
Australian Plants. (1991). Sixteenth Biennial 
Federal Conference – Seminar Papers “Keeping WA 
the Wildflower State”*, held September 1991. Perth. 

ASGAP Association of  Societies for Growing 
Australian Plants. (1993). Seventeenth Biennial 
Federal Conference – Seminar Papers*, held 
September 1993. Sydney.

ASGAP Association of  Societies for Growing 
Australian Plants. (1995). Eighteenth Biennial 
Federal Conference – Conference Papers “The 
Brilliance of  Australian Plants”*, held September 
1995. Ballarat.

ASGAP Association of  Societies for Growing 
Australian Plants. (1997). Nineteenth Biennial 
Federal Conference – Seminar Papers “Hidden 
Treasures”*, held September 1997. Adelaide.

ASGAP Association of  Societies for Growing 
Australian Plants. (1999). Twentieth Biennial 
Federal Conference – Seminar Papers “Growing 
Towards the 21st Century”*, held July 1999. 
Brisbane.
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ASGAP Association of  Societies for Growing 
Australian Plants. (2001). Twenty First Biennial 
Federal Conference – Seminar Proceedings 
“Australian Plants in a Changing World”*, held 
September 2001. Canberra.

ASGAP Association of  Societies for Growing 
Australian Plants. (2004). Twenty Second Biennial 
Federal Conference – Seminar Papers “Garden in 
Isolation… Tarns, Tiers and Coastal Dunes”, held 
January 2004. Launceston.

ASGAP Association of  Societies for Growing 
Australian Plants. (2005). Twenty Third Biennial 

Federal Conference – Proceedings of  the seminar 
and AJ Swaby address from the 23rd Biennial 
Conference of  the Association of  Societies for 
Growing Australian Plants “WWW- The West’s 
Wonderful Wildflowers”*, held October 2005. 
Perth.

ASGAP Association of  Societies for Growing 
Australian Plants. (2007). Twenty Fourth 
Biennial Federal Conference (Celebrating 50 
Years of  APS/SGAP) – Seminar Papers “Gums to 
Gullies, Flora in Transition”, held October 2007. 
Newcastle. 

(b) aps Victoria F.J.C. rogers seminars

These are held every two years following the initial highly successful one in October 1996. They are organised 
by various groups within APS Victoria, often with the assistance of  ASGAP Study Group members, and are 
strongly supported by APS Victoria. They commemorate Fred Rogers, well known Victorian plant grower 
and author who had been concerned that “SGAP should be more active in educating members about a specific 
group, or group of  plants” (Raleigh (1996), cited in Walter (2007), p.205). Each Seminar deals with a 
specific genus or family of  plants and since the first, a booklet has been produced, either specifically for the 
group under discussion and/or containing the papers presented at the Seminar. Garden and bush visits are 
always included in the Seminar programme, and often plant and seed sales. The Seminars are very popular and 
regularly attract visitors from interstate but once again, most of  the earlier ones are not held in libraries and 
again, ASGAP needs to pursue this matter actively, as with the Federal Conference Seminar Papers. The F.J.C 
Rogers Seminar Papers are listed below in chronological order.

Raleigh, Royce. (1996). Hakea. Booklet produced 
for the First F.J.C. Rogers Seminar (also known 
as the “Hakea Weekend”), sponsored by Wimmera 
Growers of  Australian Plants. Held October 1996. 
Horsham.

Small ornamental eucalypt seminar.* (Edited by 
Kevin Sparrow). (1998). Booklet produced for the 
Second Biennial F.J.C. Rogers Seminar, sponsored 
by SGAP Hamilton and SGAP Warrnambool. Held 
September 1996. Hamilton. 

Grevilleas. (Edited by Neil Marriott). (2000). 
Booklet produced for the Third Biennial F.J.C. 
Rogers Seminar, sponsored by APS Grampians and 
ASGAP Grevillea Study Group. Held November 
2000. Ararat.

Boronias, Correas and other Fragrant Friends. (2002). 
Booklet produced for the Fourth Biennial F.J.C. 
Rogers Seminar, sponsored by APS Foothills, 
Karwarra Australian Plant Garden and ASGAP 
Boronia and Allied Genera Study Group. Held 
November 2002. Lilydale.

Banksias and Dryandras*. (Edited by Bill Dullard). 
(2004). Booklet produced for the Fifth Biennial 
F.J.C. Rogers Seminar, sponsored by SGAP Colac-
Otway Inc. Held September 2004. Colac.

Acacia 2006 Proceedings: Knowing and Growing 
Australian Wattles*. (2006). Booklet produced for 
the Sixth F.J.C. Rogers Seminar, sponsored by APS 
Maroondah in conjunction with APS Victoria Inc. 
and National Herbarium of  Victoria. Held August 
2006. Ringwood and South Yarra. 

internet publications
Even though Brian Walters had established a web site for the New South Wales Region in mid 1995, later 
extended to ASGAP from the end of  1995, and other regions and groups have subsequently set up their 
own sites, in this bibliography we are only interested in the Society’s online publications. These include 
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Australian Plants Online: the online magazine of the 
Society for Growing Australian Plants, access at 
http://asgap.org.au/

Gumnuts, access at  
http://www.blognow.com.au/gumnuts/

Getting started: an introduction to growing and 
propagating Australian native plants, access at  
http://asgap.org.au/chest.html

Reference:

Walter, John. (2007). SGAP: the story of Arthur 
Swaby and the Society for Growing Australian Plants. 
Australian Plants Society (SGAP Victoria) Inc., 
Melbourne Vic.

Australian Plants Online and the newsletter Gumnuts. Australian Plants Online began in March 1996 and 
Gumnuts in December 1997 and both went into recess in September and November 2004 respectively. The 
early history of  both online publications is told by John Walter (Walter 2007, pp. 138-9) and reference should 
be made to this. Both publications have now been re-established in modified formats and details of  the web 
sites at which they may be accessed are given below.
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tHe AutHors
tony Cavanagh
Tony Cavanagh joined the Society for Growing Australian Plants in 1972. From his early attempts to 
find information on the then obscure group of Australian plants Dryandra, he has had a long-term 
interest in collecting publications on Australian plants and in reviewing books which promote our 
flora. He conceived the idea of this checklist following the publication of John Walter’s history of 
SGAP. While this mentioned well over 100 items published by SGAP and its members, Tony found 
that nowhere was there a consolidated list and many early items were in danger of being forgotten. 
We hope that you find our checklist useful in highlighting the publishing achievements over the last 
50 years of SGAP Groups, Branches, Regions and individuals.

John Walter
This project is in some ways a natural progression from my research into the history of the Society 
and the subsequent publication of a comprehensive history for its 50th anniversary. I began 
researching the history of our society while secretary of the Victorian Region in 1997 and started 
‘collecting’ the Society’s publications around the same time. I soon realized that these publications 
represented a large percentage of all publications on our native flora, particularly in the period from 
1960 to the mid 1980’s. I fervently believe that it is important to preserve the work of this society for 
future generations and the preparation of this bibliography will greatly enhance this process.

Jan sked
Jan Sked joined SGAP Queensland Region in 1970 and has been an active and committed member 
ever since. She has had a particular interest in the local flora of south-eastern Queensland and in 
publishing information about Australian native plants. She has been Editor of the SGAP Qld. Region 
Newsletter, the “Bulletin”, for the past 30 years and during that time has authored a number of 
publications about Australian native plants.

In recognition of her long and dedicated commitment to furthering the knowledge and promotion of 
Australian native plants and the environment, both within the SGAP and to the general community, Jan 
has received several awards – Pine Rivers Shire Citizen of the Year in 1990, Honorary Life Membership 
of SGAP Qld. Region in 1999, Queensland Natural History Award in 2005 and the ASGAP Australian 
Plants Award in 2007.

aCknoWledgements
In producing this checklist, we would like to thank all the authors over the last fifty years for writing 
the items on which it is based and thus furthering our knowledge of Australian plants. We would also 
like to thank Brian Walters for advice on electronic publishing issues and for alerting us to several 
publications we had not recorded. We are pleased that ASGAP has supported its publication and we 
look forward to the next stage of building an archive collection of all SGAP publications. The image 
of the cover of the book Grow what wet/Grow what where is reproduced with permission of Penguin 
Group (Australia).






