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WILDFLOWERS OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA

This issue contains articles contributed principally by members in South
Australia. There are many beautiful wildflowers to be found in that State,
some being described here. They are recommended for cultivation in gardens
in many parts of Australia. Similarly you will note that South Australian
gardeners have been quite successful with wildflowers from other States.

Other Issues complled principally by S.A. readers are Vol. 5, No. 43 and Vol. 6, No. 51

Articles in other issues Include:

In Vol. 1—Callistemons In Adelalde (Issue No. 2); Some Dwarf Acacias (6); Eucalypts for S.A
(8); Some S.A. Eremophila (10); Ground Covers For Coast (12).

In Vol 2—Melaleuca (20).

In Vol 3—Grevillea In Adelaide (21); Rock Gardens (23); Succulent Plants (23); Plants for Sea-
side (25); Wildflowers In Clay (27).

In Vol. 4—Myrtaceae For S.A. (30); Flax Lillles (36).

In Vol. 5—S.A. Plants With Fleshy or Bulbous Rootstock (38); Gardening In Low Rainfall Areas
(38); Hakeas For S.A. (44); S.A. Upper Murray Area (44).

In Vol. 7—Ferns, Introduction, Reproduction, Tree Ferns (56), (59); Wildflowers of Central
Australia (58); Hakea multllineata, H. bucculenta Group (59).

In Vol 8—Eucalypts, Small, Ornamental (61).

MY NATIVE PLANT GARDEN

By A. Nitschke

I live in the Murray Mallee area about 120 miles NE of Adelaide. It is in
the drier part of the Mallee. The soil is mostly limestone; in some places
there is an overlay of sand or light marl over limestone gravel — dry hungry
soil. Our average rainfall is 250 mm per annum with heavy frosts in winter
and long, verv hot and mostly dry summers.

For about the last 12 to 15 years | have been experimenting and trying
to get a native plant garden established. After the usual trials and errors |
soon learnt more about the plants and their needs and was agreeably sur-
prised to notice how soon the plants took root and grew given the correct
treatment.

| found that watering was one of the worst hazards because the plants
do need to be watered at least nine months of the year, but now | have the
drip system established and it works wonderfully well. It was not hard to put
down and was not costly. (I am an elderly widow living mainly on my own
and therefore have to do what is to be done myself).

| find that after watering the plants for two or three years they are able
to take care of themselves. They grow into hardier specimens and have
brighter flowers than those getting a lot of water.

My plantation consists of Acacia, Eucalyptus, Melaleuca, Grevillea, Casua-
rina, Eremophila, Callitris, Hakea, Correa, Banksia, Calothamnus, Cassia, Hard-
enbergia and many others.

At present | have about 1000 plants established in various stages of
growth. To me my plantation is an absorbing and fulfilling hobby. It attracts
many varieties of birds, some not seen much in this district.

It also attracts many other folk and | have made many friends through it.

| can recommend this as a most interesting hobby for young and old
and especially for lonely folk.

PRICE INCREASE FOR AUSTRALIAN PLANTS

You will note a big increase in the price from 50 cents to 75 cents
There have been unprecedented cost increases, especially in postage and
dispatch, so the Society’s Federal Conference decided the new retail price
of 75 cents was necessary. All work in preparation of this periodical is done
on an honorary basis and, as it is produced as a non-profit making venture
you are assured of full value in the future.

We hope you will continue to support us by renewing your subscriptions
at the new rate of $3 for subscribers only.—Editor.
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BORONIAS

By Mr. Norm Alcock, 40 Nottingham Cres., Glandore, S.A. 5037

As much of the soil in South Australia is of an alkaline nature, with the
reticulated water of the same nature, this has an adverse effect on the
successful growing of most Boronias. Boronia caerulescens and B. inornata
are two that will, under favourable conditions, flourish in alkaline areas.

Boronia coerulescens, the blue flowering form, is a favourite of many
people and will grow in the sand. B. inornata will require a heavier soil to be
at its best. Soil of around 6.5 pH | find will suit them reasonably well; one
cannot generalise on whether sand or loam is the required soil. Excluding the
few swamp-lovers, drainage, very good drainage, is essential if a reasonable
lifespan is to be attained. Colour plate on page 241 — the cover.

The root system appears to tolerate the confined spaces of containers;
in this way | can grow many of the Boronia species. The foliage of these
plants varies considerably and is pleasing to most people. The leaf range
is such that a fine display of foliage is a very acceptable part of Boronias
in containers. There is, of course, an added bonus in the changing leaf
colours, and in some of them this is very well defined. In Boronia filifolia,
sometimes called the Bronze Boronia, these will change colour for the
winter; Boronia fraseri is another with this pleasing feature. Boronia serrulata
also has leaves that will change to a reddish brown.

It is said that Boronias have a short life span, and this is generally
accepted, but it is sure that if given good conditions they will live for many
years. Boronia heterophylla will survive and flower very well under very adverse
conditions. There is a plant in a northern aspect taking the harshest of weather
conditions, planted in a frowned on method, a hole dug out of the 9.5 pH
soil filled in with sand of a 6.5 pH. The bush is now five years old, one metre
high and a good bush. Added to these disadvantages is a Hibiscus hetero-
phylus planted 75 cm south, now five metres high. Maybe it affords a little
shelter, but it must be a great rival for nutriment. Under better conditions a
bush planted at the same time, of the same stock, is near two metres and
is a very fine specimen of Boronia heterophylla.

Boronia edwardsii is endemic to South Australia and is little known to
most growers. These fine bushes are found on Kangaroo Island and parts
of the Mt. Lofty Range. This is a choice member of the family. A large
flower judged by Boronia standards, a deep pink with a mauve tinge that
does not match up with any other Boronia flower in my collection. The texture
of the petals is such as to give B. edwardsii a matt-like surface. This gives
it a feature of its own, a pleasing one too. The foliage is unique; if one takes
a quick look the leaves appear to be in threes, but a closer scrutiny will show
that these leaflets are connected to one leaf stalk close to the stem. It
appears as if the majority of the plants have a sheen to their leaves. This
sheen is governed in my opinion by whether the leaves have hairs on them
or not. | find that the hairy leafed ones have the larger blooms, but whether
this is general or only coincidental with my few plants of Boronia edwardsii
is to be proved. See colour plate on next page.

Flowers are produced in June and will continue for many months. Others
of course do likewise. Boronia coerulescens, B. filifolia and B. spathulata are
some. It is only in cultivation that this bush is not such a pleasing subject;
not easy to strike and harder to grow. That has been my experience with
them, although planted in soil from their locality has helped. | have now
several bushes that are progressing well. Prior to this it was a nil result
after promising starts.

TO GROW A BORONIA—continued on page 280
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A SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BORONIA

Photography by C. J. Winn

BORONIA EDWARDSII
A beautlful Boronia and garden plant described on the previous page

TO GROW BORONIA — See page 202 of our previous Issue



March, 1976 AUSTRALIAN PLANTS—MYOPORACEAE Page 245—Vol

EREMOPHILA

A few of the best South Ausiralian species by R. Schahinger

Photography by R. Schahinger
EREMOPHILA MACDONNELLII
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Like most genera, Eremophila has some nondescript, uninteresting
members, but there are some which can only be described as superb. The
following are, in this writer’'s opinion, far removed from the nondescript and
have been chosen because each has an entirely different type of excellence.

All of these should grow almost anywhere except in the tropics, the
warm moist eastern coastal regions and cold wet areas, always providing the
soil conditions are to their liking.

Eremophila macdonnellii

A rounded bush, 1 metre high by 2 metres across, varying greatly of
course in different conditions. Its main attraction is the flower; a rich purple,
flattened tube becoming five petalled at the open end where it is 30 mm
wide, and about the same length.

| know of five different forms of this plant. In the form found near
Innamincka, all the petals are pointed with rare grace. The leaves are mid
green, pointed oval in shape, 10 mm x 3 mm. Under a 10X glass the leaves,
particularly on the underside, have numerous tufts of white hairs, giving them
a slightly furry appearance. The stems and large green calyces have the
same tufts of hair. This form is lower left in the colour plate.

In the other form shown, the petals are not pointed, but the whole effect
is almost equally good. Here the leaf form is very different, being long,
narrow and smooth, 25 mm x 1.5 mm. The stems are sparsely covered with
long hairs. This form is the bush and lower right in the colour plate.

These two, and a form from Curdimurka, are growing in my garden,
600 ft up in the Mt. Lofty Ranges. Our cold, wet winters set them back
somewhat but they recover well in the warmer weather during which they
flower freely.

Recently two more forms from the Simpson Desert came to hand: one
of which was reportedly something really special.

Eremophila sturtii and Eremophila hillii

These are magnificent shrubs. They are described in Issue No. 51 of
Volume 6 where both are well illustrated in colour plates. | shall always
remember the bush of E. sturtii about 3 metres high just inside the Arkaroola
compound in the northern Flinders Ranges, completely smothered with delicate
pink flowers.

Eremophila subfloccosa

This is included as a foliage plant. | have three forms, one of which is
the outstanding foliage shrub of the whole garden. Their flowers are incon-
spicuous greenish-yellow tubes about 15 mm in length.

From the Hambidge area on Eyre Peninsula comes a silvery form, a
fairly low branched shrub with felty leaves, 20 mm x 55 mm.

Another which extends well into W.A. is similar, but is a green, dense
bush with very numerous, close-set leaves, 15 mm x 7 mm, furry only towards
the tips of the leaves. My bush is 2 metres wide and almost 1 metre high.

The third and outstanding form has felty stems and leaves, the leaves
being broad oval, 40 mm x 15 mm, and very numerous along many branches,
the whole effect being a bright silver, eye-catching splash in the garden.

Eremophila glabra

There Is current research to define the plants at present all known as Eremophila giabra,
some of which are:

1. The “W.A. Goldfields tetraplold’’. Slender, sparsely branched, erect shrub; leaves erect,
grey, 3 cm x 4 mm, acute. Halrs short, branched, dense on young stems. Flowers red:
sepals short and spreading.

2. The “Uranla diplold”. Old stems decumbent; young stems erect, sparsely branched; leaves
crowded, erect, green and shiny, 25 cm x 7 mm, blunt. Whole plant furry with glandular
halrs. Flowers green; sepals acute, twlce as long as the frult.

3. The “Murchison R. diplold”. Erect much-branched shrub; leaves spreading, oval, 1.5-2 cm
x 5-10 mm, blunt. Whole plant woolly-slilver with long branched halrs. Flowers red; sepals
short.

Continued on page 248
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A STUDY OF EREMOPHILA
Susceptibility To Fungal Attack

By I. P. Bond and P. R. Dry, Loxton Horticultural Research Centre

In 1970, a few members of S.G.A.P. (Riverland Branch) became very
interested in the genus Eremophila. In particular, Mr. Len Richardson who
was responsible for introducing many species during the ensuing years. Most
of them thrived under a wide range of soil types and water applications.
However, a prolonged wet period from October 1973 to May 1974 provided
conditions suitable for fungal infection. The following figures taken from the

Research Centre records clearly illustrate the excessive amount of rain
received at that time.
1973 1974

Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec.|| Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May
Total for e oo o S j
month (mm) 22 105 44 8 i 134 41 28 80 52
Av. for ‘
previous 10 | 31 24 21 19 |22 31 16 19 24
years \

Plant symptoms:

Consist of either a generalised Blight of small plants, or a localised leaf
and shoot Blight of larger plants. Affected parts shrivel and turn brown and,
depending on the species, some defoliation may occur. Necrotic parts of the
plant often become dark with time due to colonisation by dark-spored sapro-
phytic fungi.

On affected shoots there is often a definite margin between healthy
green tissue and necrotic tissue. Two different fungi, Botrytis sp. and Alter-
naria sp., are consistently isolated from such margins, and are suggested
as the causal agents of the disease.

Susceptibility:

It is likely that several factors are involved. Application of fertilizer would
produce more vigorous plants having denser shoot growth, and ‘‘softer”
tissue, but less resistance to infection. Planting in sheltered sites would give
longer wetting of plant parts and increase the likelihood of infection. Also,
plants weakened by root knot nematode attack may be more susceptible
to infection.

The following is a list of some of the species growing in the Riverland
showing their susceptibility to these fungi:

E. alternifolia: Resistant.

E. crassifolia: Resistant.

E. drummondii: Resistant.

E. glabra: Grey-leaved prostrate form from Perth coastal area. Very susceptible.
Prostrate form from Price-Yorke Peninsula, S.A. Very susceptible.
From Canopus Stn., S.A. Fine-leaved green form. Very susceptible.
From Murchison River area of W.A. Very susceptible.
From Geraldton area of W.A. Susceptible.

. granitica: Resistant.

. hillii: Susceptible.

. ionantha: Resistant.
One of our most adaptable. Grows in full sun, full shade, adjacent to
lawn sprinklers, on natural rainfall (257 mm av.).

E. macdonnelli: Resistant.

E. maculata: From Calperum Stn., S.A. Yellow with red-spotted throat. Resistant.

From Calperum Stn., S.A. Cerise-red form. Resistant.

E. scoparia: Resistant.

mmm
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Forms of Eremophila glabra—from page 246

4

The *‘arid zone form'. Robust, spreading, much-branched shrub; leaves well-spaced, more
or less spreading, varlable up to 4 cm x 10 mm, with slender petlole, sometimes toothed
Halrs sparse except for short white branched ones on young parts. Flowers red or orange;
sepals usually short.

The *“Moorunde tetraplold”. Stems and branches erect; leaves erect, to 4 cm x 10 mm,
blunt. Whole plant furry-grey with v. long branched halrs. Flowers orange; sepals acute,
as long as frult.

The “Murray R. form A'. Small shrubs with stems slender, erect, rising from decumbent
old branches; leaves erect, v. long and narrcw, glistening green, 5 cm x 2-5 mm, acute
Bra?ched halrs, v. sparse; glandular halrs many, v. short. Sepals acute, twlce as long
as fruit.

Photography by F. W. Humphreys

EREMOPHILA GLABRA

Eremophila subfloccosa (as Fred Humphreys Identlfied the plant above) cannot be
distinguished from E. glabra on a single character, and probably has no more status
than the above forms. The E. subfloccosa forms from W.A. and S.A. are different.

The “Murray R. form B'. Simllar to above, but with long branched halrs, glving overall
grey colour and soft texture.

The *Pingrup diplold”. Absolutely prostrate, on edges of salt marshes. Leaves obovate,
v. serrate, shining green, 1.5-2 cm x 5-8 mm. Halrs glandular, v. long, numerous. Flowers
small, green; sepals short, spreading.

There are many other forms, some transltional. None of these Is *“‘typlcal’ E. glabra,

which grows around Perth. Some of these should be treated as distinct specles.
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4 TRIGGER PLANTS

Teppers Trigger Plant and Others of Kangaroo Is. by Ida Jackson

Teppers Trigger Plant is a beautiful little plant about 10 cm high. The
narrow, silvery, slightly hairy leaves form a dense basal rosette 1-2 cm
across. These rosettes are sometimes borne on slender crimson stems 1-4 cm
high. The flowering stems are deep red, hairy, from 2-10 cm high with open
racemes of 2-5 flowers near the summit. The flowers vary in colour from
pure white to deep pink.

Photography by G. Jackson
STYLIDIUM TEPPERANUM

The plant was first collected from Mt. Taylor, Kangaroo lIsland, [n 1886
by J. G. O. Tepper, a German migrant botanist and collector, a friend of
Baron von Mueller. Mueller classified it as Candollea tepperiana, but it was
transferred to the genus Stylidium in 1908.
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Tepper found the plant growing in tiny pockets of sandy soil in the
huge limestone slabs that make up a great part of Mt. Taylor. In 1965, Dr.
H. J. Eichler found the plant growing on a limestone ridge on the track to
the mouth of a river on the south coast of Kangaroo Island.

Another colony has been found on a rough track leading to the eastern
part of D’Estrees Bay, also on the south coast. It was here that we found
specimens with white flowers. The flowering stems of the latter were the
same dark red as in the coloured variety. We have also found Stylidium
tepperanum growing along a fence line running at right-angles to the coast
of D'Estrees Bay several miles further east.

We have only found them growing in limestone, usually in association
with Olearia ciliata, Goodenia geniculata, G. primulacea and Logania ovata

OTHER TRIGGER PLANTS OF KANGAROO ISLAND

Stylidium calcaratum is a small annual from 2-12 cm high. The leaves
are small, ovate, in a radical rosette that often withers before the flowers
open. There are 1-6 pale pink flowers in an irregular corymb. The sepals are
free. The 2 lower petals are angled, making the flower easy to distinguish from
S. tepperanum even without the leaves.

Stylidium perpusillum is a very small annual, 1-2 cm high, with minute
white flowers. These 2 species are widespread on Kangaroo Island, growing
in a variety of soils.

Stylidium graminifolium (see plate, Vol. 8, No. 64, Australian Plants) is a
perennial with glabrous radical grasslike leaves 6-30 cm long. The pink or
white flowers grow in a spike-like raceme 20-60 cm high. The sepals are
united in 2 ovate oblong lips.

GROW PHEBALIUM

By F. A. Mason, of Rudall, near Cleve, S.A.

Phebalium bullatum

The natural home of Phebalium bullatum on Eyre Peninsula is in the
10in-16in rainfall sand area on both flats and sand ridges. It is a very attrac-
tive shrub varying from 2/3-1%2 metres, usually of good shape and not dense,
but occasionally straggly and woody, probably caused by too much compe-
tition from large old vegetation. See colour plate on rear cover.

In cultivation in sand it keeps a good shape and needs no attention
whatever in our 14in-16in rainfall area. The leaf is an attractive green above
and dull below, narrow and serrated. The brown buds appear in late autumn
and are very attractive. The flowers, a lovely clear yellow, begin to open in
winter, gradually coming into full bloom in early spring and lasting until
Octaober.

Although | have grown this species in a heavier soil, it did not do well
and died after four years. | cannot prove, however, that it was the soil. Seeds
germinate readily in sand in autumn and early winter and young plants are
quite tolerant of transplantation from the seedboxes. Planted in sand or on
a heap of sand, this Phebalium will make a lovely show for many years.

Phebalium pungens

Phebalium pungens is a very dense shrub sometimes almost cylindrical
in shape. It is an early flowerer. Masses of white or pink buds appear in
late autumn, to be followed by a dense flush of white and occasionally pale
pink flowers. This is a really beautiful shrub growing up to 1 metre. It grows
in a variety of soils; heavy gravelly loam, stony ridges, clay and swampy areas.

| have one plant only in cultivation, 10 years old and 1 metre high. It is
growing in clay rubble and flowers well every June. The leaf of P. pungens
closely resembles that of Spyridium bifidum and, as they grow in association
with each other, are confusing as young plants.

This plant has proved adaptable in varied soils and will take water (mine
is near an orange tree) and | think is worth a try by any plant lover.
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DESERT LIME

by P. E. Conrick

Amongst the plant family Rutaceae is the genus Eremocitrus, which
consists of one Australian species, namely Eremocitrus glauca (Lindl.)
Swingle.

The botanical name derives from the Greek eremos—desert and kitron—
citron, and the Latin glauca—seagreen, which refers to the colour of the
leaves. This small tree or shrub, which may under ideal conditions grow to
a maximum 5 metres in height, appropriately bears the common name of
Desert Lime and is restricted to the arid inland having an average annual
rainfall of from 200 mm to 300 mm. The species is extremely drought resistant,
which is probably due to the fact that each tree originates as a sucker from an
underground rhizomatous stem. In a good season an enormous amount of
new sucker growth generally appears which, still being tender and succulent
after the herbage dries off, is relished by livestock and other grass-eating
animals. As a consequence it is rare for a new stem to survive to maturity.

The adult tree has a rather attractive appearance, having a clean bole
for two thirds of its height, the remaining one third being a rounded crown,
densely and intricately branched with numerous spines about 1 ¢m long. The
leaves are sea-green in colour and roughly 3 cm to 4 cm long and 0.4 cm
to 1.2 cm broad. The shape of the leaves is variable from oblong to wedge-
shaped with a rounded end and a narrow tapered base. The flowers usually
appear in the early spring, but, as with most other arid land species, flowering
may occur at any time following extensive rains. When ripe, the fruit is a
small, lemon-coloured berry from 1 cm to 1.5 cm in diameter and its shape
varies from that of a lemon to a minute lime. The fruit, which formed part
of the diet of the aborigines, normally ripens in December and consists of a
thin outer rind enclosing an inner edible pulp having the taste of a lime
and containing 2 to 4 yellowish-grey seeds. See colour plate next page.

Eremocitrus glauca was first recorded in 1848 when it was named
Triphasia glauca by J. Lindley. In 1863 it was renamed Atalantia glauca by G.
Bentham and finally Eremocitrus glauca by Swingle in 1914, by which time it
was known to occur in the arid inland areas of New South Wales, Queens-
land and the Northern Territory. It was always to be found localised in
isolated communities.

There are three main communities of the Desert Lime in South Australia;
the first being near Carrieton at a place known locally as the Horseshoe just
south of the rather prominent Moockra Tower, the second at Glen Verne
which is part of Corraberra Station, some 20 km northwest of Port Augusta,
and the third on Wallerberdina Station, about 10 km northwest of Mt. Eyre.

Mt. Eyre was named by Governor Gawler to mark the northern limit of
Edward J. Eyre’'s 1839 expedition of exploration. During August 1840, Eyre
again climbed his mountain and then proceeded in a northwesterly direction
to the shores of Lake Torrens. It is most likely that Eyre rode through the
grove of Desert Lime on Wallerberdina, as it covers two or three hundred
hectares in fairly open country on a red sandy loam to a depth of 30 cm
overlying heavy clay. The average annual rainfall here is barely 200 mm so
that these trees seldom reach a height greater than 3 metres.

At Wallerberdina, the mistletoe Lysiana exocarpi is to be found on a
number of the Desert Lime trees. In the 40-odd years | have known this
stand | have never seen a dead tree and | am of the opinion that this
mistletoe does not have a deleterious effect on its host.

Whilst Eremocitrus glauca is not at this time an endangered species,
because of the fact that it is localised in so few areas in the arid inland
zone of eastern Australia, there is an urgent need for this most unusual and
attractive tree to be declared a protected plant. | say this advisedly because
| can recall the damage that was done in the late '40s when pastoralists in
northern South Australia were urged to have their mulga (Acacia aneura)
stands cut down to supply fence posts to the farming areas of the State.
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Propagation is slow and with a growth rate of 1 cm per annum it is not
easy to grow in the south.

However, | do believe that every effort should be made to propagate
and grow this plant in warmer and, more particularly, in inland areas where
a faster growth rate would make it more worthwhile.

DESERT LIME — Eremocitrus glauca

TOP: The Desert Lime at Wallerberdina Statlon Photography by P. Corrick
BOTTOM: The leaves and frult. Photography by I. G. Holliday

The leaves are usually grey llke this, particularly underneath
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WATTLES OF THE FLINDERS RANGES

By I. G. Holliday

UPPER: Acacia havilandii in the Mount Lyndhurst area of the upper Flinders Ranges
Description next page. Photography by Ron HIll

LOWER: Acacia burkitii. Description next page Photography by Ivan Holllday
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Recognised as one of South Australia’s finest tourist attractions, the
scenic grandeur of the ruggedly beautiful Flinders Ranges has long since
captivated photographer and artist alike.

The Ranges begin near Crystal Brook in South Australia’s upper north
wheatlands and extend some 360 kilometres in a slight arc northwards to
Moolawatana. They dominate a flat and sparse landscape and it is this
feature which adds to their scenic appeal and uniqueness. The annual rain-
fall is generally under 300 mm, although on the higher peaks of the southern
Flinders it can be as high as 760 mm.

Although the Ranges have been extensively grazed for over 100 years
and vegetation appears quite sparse over much of the terrain, they are
botanically rich in species. Any plant enthusiast who is prepared to climb the
peaks and hillsides, or explore the many creek-beds which occur through-
out the Ranges, will be well rewarded.

Approximately 40 species of acacia alone have been recorded within
the Flinders Ranges, of which several species are endemic only to that area.

Many of the acacias found in the Flinders are common small trees or
shrubs of other parts of south and eastern Australia, particularly the drier
regions. These include such tree species as Acacia aneura (Mulga), A.
brachystachya (Umbrella Mulga), A. carnei, A. pycnantha (Golden Wattle), A.
rhetindoes (Wirilda) and A. salicina (Native Willow). Even the higher-rainfall
species, A. melanoxylon (Blackwood), occurs near Wirrabara in the south.

Shrub species include the common Acacia paradoxa (syn. A. armata), A.
brachybotrya (Grey Mulga,) A. burkittii, A. continua, A. calamifolia (Wallowa),
A. hakeoides (Hakea-leaved Wattle), A. havilandii, A. notabilis (Notable Wattle),
A. rigens (Nealie), A. rotundifolia (Round-leaved Wattle), A. victoriae, and
many others. Two are described below and illustrated in colour plate on page
253.

A. havilandii Malden—One of the needle acaclas which |Is very simllar to the more
commonly known A. rigens. The phyllodes are generally much shorter, however, usually 3-4 cm
long, terete, stralght and pungent-pointed. Profuse, fluffy, yellow flower balls appear In August
on axlllary twin peduncles.

It Is found In the Mount Lyndhurst area of the upper Flinders and Is also native to north-
west Victorla and N.S.W.

A. burkitti FvM. ex Benth—Usually a tall, bushy shrub, up to 4m high, but much smaller
where It grows on rocky, Infertile solls. The phyliodes are long and narrow, linear, with fine,
soft halrs along the margins, partlcularly the upper half, the summit curved. Flowers appear
In dansa" twin, cylindrical splkes, deep yellow, about 1 cm long, flowerlng profusely, usually
In late winter,

The shrub Is also natlve to Inland W.A., western N.S.W. and other parts of S.A

WATTLES EXCLUSIVE TO THE FLINDERS RANGES
The following species are endemic only to the Flinders Ranges, with

the exception of Acacia iteaphylla (Flinders Ranges Wattle) which has also
been found on Eyre Peninsula.

Acacia gracilifolia Maiden et Blakely

A shrub found only in the wetter southern Flinders between Mambray
Creek and Wilmington. It is fairly common in Alligator Gorge.

In cultivation, it is better suited to acid or neutral well-drained soils of
assured rainfall, but adapts well to soils not excessively limey.

An erect, ornamental and graceful, medium- to large-sized shrub, 2-3 m
high. The rich green phyllodes are long, soft and wispy, 5-10 ¢cm by under
imm thick, somewhat sticky, usually curved, with a small mucro. It flowers
in September when the deep yellow profuse flower balls on short peduncles
make a bold display. Worth cultivating for its foliage alone.

Acacia iteaphylla FvM. ex Benth. (Flinders Ranges Wattle)

Despite its common name, this wattle also occurs in the Gawler Ranges
on Eyre Pen. However, it is commonly associated with the Flinders Ranges.

The species is now a popular shrub in cultivation due to its general
hardiness under almost all temperate conditions, rapidity of growth and
ornamental, weeping foliage (in good forms). An added attraction is that the
flowers appear in autumn, unusual in an acacia.
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A dense, bulky shrub, 2-4 m high, with soft, handsome greyish drooping
foliage. The new growth tips are pinkish which enhances the shrub’s overall
appearance.

Phyllodes are long and narrow, 5-10 cm long by about 2-3 mm broad
(broader forms occur), glabrous, with an acute, curved mucro and grey-blue in
colour. The pale yellow flowers occur in autumn in racemes of 8-12 flower-

balls on short peduncles, each flower head first enclosed in a light brown
bract.

Acacia papyrocarpa Benth.

A small tree confined to the Mount Lyndhurst area of the northern
Flinders.

| am not familiar with this tree either in cultivation or in the wild. It is
described by J. M. Black as a small tree up to 7m high with rigid, linear-
subulate and pungent-pointed phyllodes. The flowers occur in globular heads.
Acacia pravifolia FvM.

A dwarf shrubby species often found in rocky situations in areas around
Quorn in the southern Flinders.

Easily cultivated in an open, sunny location in most soils in moderately
dry temperate situations (300-600 mm rainfall).

This small, rigid shrub, usually under 1m high by about the same
breadth, has very prickly foliage and silky hairy (pubescent) branchlets. Its
ornamental value lies in its profuse flowering habit.

The stiff phyllodes are small and flat, 5-15 mm long by 4-7 mm broad,
triangular, and they taper to a pungent point. In early spring the shrub is

covered in bright yellow, fluffy, globular flower-heads which appear profusely
from every axil.

Acacia quornensis J. M. Black

An upright shrubby species from the Quorn area. It bears some resem-
blance to A. rhetinodes but differs in its fewer flowers in each head, glabrous
calyx and generally smaller phyllodes.

Easily cultivated under most South Australian conditions.

A bushy, erect shrub, 2 m or more high, with smooth slender branches.
The phyllodes are lanceolate, tapering to a short petiole, one-veined, 2-3 cm
long by 4-5 mm broad, the apex acuminate. The pale lemon flower-heads
appear in axillary racemes in summer, each flower set in a glabrous, cup-
shaped, lobed calyx.

Acacia rivalis J. M. Black

This small tree commonly occurs as the dominant species on hillsides
between Hawker and Mount Lyndhurst where its characteristic erect,
umbrageous form is an unmistakeable feature of parts of the landscape.

| have no knowledge of it in cultivation, but it should be adaptable to
most soils in a moderately dry temperate climate.

A small tree up to 5 m high with numerous erect branches and an
umbrella-like canopy of drooping foliage. Phyllodes are linear-lanceolate,
4-8 cm long by about 3 mm broad, smooth and shining, curved, with a
small curved mucro.

The small yellow globular flower-heads occur in September-October,
singly, on hoary peduncles arising from the axil of each phyllode.

Acacia wattsiana FvM. ex Benth.

This large shrub occurs within a restricted habitat in the lower southern
Flinders to the foothills near Gladstone in South Australia’s upper northern
wheat-belt.

It is easily cultivated in temperate climates and thrives on clay or
loamy soils.

A large, dense and upright shrub up to 3 m or more in height. The
phyllodes are fairly thick, glabrous, 3-8 cm long by 4.8 mm broad, oblanceolate
in shape. The bright yellow globular flower-heads appear in racemes in late
spring.






































































































