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" GROWING WILDFLOWERS

As this is the first issue of a new volume, it is appropriate that we reflect
on what has been accomplished and where we are going. Each volume of
“Australian Plants” is also a comprehensive book on Australia’s wildflowers
and there will no doubt be new readers joining us at this point.

“Australian Plants” is a periodical produced on a non profit-making basis
with honorary officers and published by The Society for Growing Australian
Plants. The objective is to promote the appreciation and preservation of the
Australian flora and its cultivation.

Preservation

Is the principal aim ‘“preservation of the flora” or ‘“cultivation of the
flora”? Cultivation and development of suitable species with potential as
horticultural subjects is the theme of this publication. This could become a
major factor in the ultimate preservation of the flora. As the pressures of
population and development by man on the limited resources of our planet
build up, it is inevitable that wildlife reserves must be increasingly managed.
Already the reserves adjacent to large populations need careful preservation;
not just by leaving alone land, hoping they will not change, but by planting,
breeding, control of dominant elements and love and care by competent
conservationists. The plants, the animals, the birds, the whole environment
are so inter-dependent.

Cultivation of plants in areas set aside for them, often alien to their
natural habitat that has been swallowed up by ‘‘development”, is the only
hope for the preservation of a large proportion of our Australian flora. Those
who have tried to grow a wide range of Australian wildflowers will know how
difficult this can be in some cases and how much we have yet to learn.
“Australian Plants” is playing a leading role in this developing crisis. In this
sense a major objective is preservation.

Preservation by Cultivation

As individuals we can never hope to preserve the Australian flora in
our gardens. However, by the very act of growing a few wildflowers in our
gardens we are contributing. If you made an effort to grow more, reporting
on your progress, successes and problems, then you could be making a
very significant contribution to the ultimate preservation of the Australian flora
and at the same time deriving a lot of pleasure from your garden.

Study Groups

These comprise people who are interested in the species concerned,
enough to grow plants in their garden. No special skill is necessary. Free
seed, competent advice and often plants are available. The groups are
usually operated by mail, so anyone in Australia, no matter how remote,
can join. See pages 12, 13, 14, and for ferns page 34.

In This Issue—Melaleuca

There are some very beautiful wildflowers that already have been proven
to adapt readily to garden cultivation. It is appropriate that this issue, being the
first of a new volume, should feature many of these; different species of
Melaleuca. They grow in a wide range of conditions, plants are usually readily
available (or at least some of the more generally known ones as the nursery-
men will only stock plants that people know and buy), and they are easily
grown from seed.

The Plant Family Myrtaceae
For those with some botanical knowledge—page 23.
For others—This magnificent plant family includes:
Eucalyptus. See page 33 and our previous issue 61.
Kunzea. See page 12—Beaufortia on page 13.
Xanthostemon. Tropical Myrtaceae—page 29.
PROPAGATION—page 10.
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WILDFLOWERS
FOR HORTICULTURE
By THE EDITOR

Over the past eight volumes of Australian Plants there have been many
articles by very experienced and skilled horticulturalists and home gardeners.
All have written in their own style and readers are referred to these articles
for competent advice on the cultivation of wildflowers, Will readers excuse
me for taking this opportunity of saying it my way? This article is especially
intended for the new reader, the beginner at growing wildflowers, Possibly the
bug has not bitten you properly and you have not yet become a “wildfiower
nut’”. After reading my ramblings you will be warned. Actually | am hoping
to warn you in time; to prevent you becoming a “‘wildflower nut”’; to entice
you to become a wildflower horticulturalist.

it you are not a beginner, or already know how to grow wildflowers,
chew over the next few paragraphs, ship my suspect advice to the beginners
and move on to the many valuable articles that follow.

What Is To Be Done?
Australian Plants is now published in 15,500 copies per issue.

Despite this wide interest, are we more successful in achieving our
objectives than we were 20 years ago when we started, or even 10 years ago
after publishing 30 issues? No doubt we have achieved a lot, but | feel sure
it is far short of what we should have accomplished. We have built up a
huge society and a publication of which we are all proud, but have we been
using these resources as effectively as we cou!d?

There is much more that could be done. There is much more that you,
the reader, could be deoing. The fault nc doubt lies with the management of
these resources? This has been badly expressed. There is no fault with
individuals, who have done a magnificent job in building the Society and its
publications to the present standards. However, we must go with the times—
see how we can improve what we are decing and plan for a more effective
effort in the future,

What Can We Do With This Publicatien?

As this is the beginning of a new volume, and we try to make each
volume a self-contained book on all aspects of the cultivation of wildflowers,
we have the opportunity to start afresh and present this information in a
form that is easy to foliow, will provide significant results and inspire all
readers to join in the effort.

let Us Only Grow the Best!

For this saga on growing wildflowers over the next few issues, | will
commence with easily grown and hardy plants in the plant family Myrtaceae.

Even with these plants there is still much to be done. We should grow
and develop the best forms for future plantings. Will those with good forms
of plants write to the Editor and | will arrange exchanges. Fortunately
most also propagate readily from cuttings. The garden exotics from other
lands have been developed by careful selection and breeding and this
is still to be done with our wildflowers. Even the newest beginner or the
youngest amongst us can join in this work as will be shown later.
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Photography by F. W. Humphreys

MELALEUCA CILIOSA

Grow as a small bushy shrub. Choose the best colour forms in yellow, orange
or red. See page 18.
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Do Noi Let Scientific Names Baffle You

Do not be confused by the scientific names. Each family of plants with
common characteristics is divided into genera comprising species that are
very similar to each other, not in size or shape of bush, or even leaves,
but because of similar flowers. The first part of the scientific name is the
generic name given to all plants in the genus, and the second part applies
only to the species or plant. Hence we have featured in this issue plants in
the family Myrtaceae, principally those in the genus Melaleuca. Until you get
more familiar with the plants, refer to them collectively as Melaleuca. Their
common names are Paper Barks, Honey Myrtles, etc., but if you try to
apply these common names it will certainly end in confusion.

Photography by F. W. Humphreys

MELALEUCA CUNEATA

An attractive small shrub. See page 19.
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Let Us Be Scientific Amateurs

Let us go with the times, be scientific, and speak of Melaleuca (pro-
nounced Mel-a-leu-ca).

One common name that will stick will be “bottle-brush”. This is generally
applied to the plants in the genus Callistemon, also in the plant family
Myrtaceae. However, other plants in the family, especially about 40 species
of Melaleuca, also have bottle-brush flowers, so let us get used to the scientific
name Callistemon (pronounced Cal-lis-te-mon). See page 14.

If you are a beginner, do not be confused by all the names. Our flora
is so vast that to cover even a small segment in an issue introduces very
many names and descriptions. You will find this mass of information a
valuable reference in the future. You will find in each issue a few species that
are mentioned frequently, that have been tried and proven as good garden
plants and for which adequate information on cultivation is given.

The next important advice for beginners is to choose plants that are
easily grown in your garden conditions. The last part of this sentence confuses
many people, as just what are your garden conditions? Let us discuss this
later, but to make it easier choose plants that will grow in almost all garden
conditions. For this reason | have chosen Melaleuca and Callistemon for the
first issue of volume 9, possibly the most easily grown of our wildflowers. For
those readers with good garden conditions, and those who want to try plants
just a little harder, | have also included Beaufortia and Eremaea from the
same plant family. See page 13.

Will Melaleuca and Callistemon grow in any garden conditions? They
will grow in most conditions, but when yocu include the words *garden
conditions” you imply that someone cares for them, admires them and may
even talk to them. Yes, Melaleuca and Callistemon will grow in any garden
conditions, despite the incompetence of the gardener.

Gardening is a “fun” job. You do it either to get enjoyment from nurturing
nature and watching plants grow, or you do it to achieve a show, a setting
for living. If you grow Callistemon and Melaleuca you will enjoy both these
objectives.

Just how well they will grow will depend firstly on the *‘quality” of the
plant you grow and how the garden conditions suit the plant. For “quality”
| mean how nice the plant will look when not in flower, given its preferred
conditions, and how well it flowers. It is time we were more selective in
our choice of forms of wildflowers for horticulture. Everyone knows there are
“bottle-brushes” and “bottle-brushes”. Here again is an activity even a
beginner can join in. See page 14, where plans for the study and
development of the very best forms of Callistemon (bottle-brushes) are
announced. You are invited to join in the fun.

Just what are your garden conditions, and what species of wildflowers
are most suited? There are species of wildflowers ideally suited to all
growing conditions, else how would they have survived all these generations
in such a wide range of conditions on this continent of ours? For our first
issue of volume 9 we will keep to the growing conditions that can readily be
achieved in anyone’s garden with very little effort. This means we will not
consider plants in this issue for very dry conditions, or for very wet conditions.
Actually, there are species of Melaleuca that revel in wet conditions, so if
you are lazy in your garden preparation, or forget to turn the hose off, these
plants in this issue will grow despite you.

Plants are living things, and there are few living things in this world
that like growing in stagnant, smelly water. The first thing you must do in
any garden, no matter what you grow, is to see that the water provided
does not lie sour, but moves or is freshened. This applies particularly to
under the soil, usually for one metre down, although even reasonable drainage
to 10 cm is often sufficient.
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“Hello,”” some will say, "he’s got to that balaboured word drainage and
will hide behind that excuse so often used, ‘the drainage was not good
enough'.”

Well, for Melaleuca and Caliistemon, drainage is not so important. In
fact, with light soils, the plants do not usually get enough water and do not
flower as well or grow as compact and healthy as in heavy soils. For light
soils, if you water well, and for heavy soils if you provide just a little drainage
and take care of the plants, you are assured of good resulls.

Hello, another let-off—and take care of the plants. What do | know about
taking care of plants?”

Well, for Melaleuca and Calilstemon, very liitle care is needed—just
one thing. Pruhe the bush. Do not let this word “pruns” deter you. All you
need da Is collsct blooms on long stems for house decoration. For those
left on the bush, cut off all “dead” flowers except for twa or three. They are
not dead, but have finished blooming and are going through ancther cycle
of plant life, forming seed. Just one lot of seed capsules, from one flower
head, will provide you with enough seed to grow 100 new planis, See the
article on propagation on page 10.

Care of plants? Yes, Melaleuca and Caliistemon and many wildflowers
will get by with the care limited to watering them and pruning them, but we
are not getting the fun out of gardening. All pets respond to a little extra
attention, and plants will reward you handsomely for it.

Care of plants really starts with the preparation of their bed. Dig it deep,
drain it by terracing a slope, raising it above normal ground, or providing
drainage pipes or ditches. Is the soil good enough te eat? Well, not quite
to eat, but have you thought that the plant will live there and seek iis
nourishment for its whole life span? If the soil is heavy, get some humus—
decaying plant matter—into it. Kitchen compost is ideal. Any decaying
matter will dg, so that those earthworms can really feel at home. From then
on nature will cultivate and nourish your plants for you below ground level.

Melaiguca and Callistemon are not so fussy and are ideai for lazy or
inexperienced gardeners, so we start off the volume with them. Later issues
will provide articles on the preparation and care of garden beds for growing
plants—not just wildflowers, but any plants. Why should wildflowers be
considered differently?

Some wildflowers need special consideration, and these will be described
in future issuss, but there is too much mystery about the garden bed. One
“wildflower nut” who has spectacular resulls with a very wide rangs of
wildflowers used to grow show dahlias. His beds were well constructed, with
good rich soil, on a sloping site. His wildflowers did not just grow and
flower, but did it in spectacular fashion. He would have graduated to a
“wildflower horticulturalist’’ if he had specialised on growing on only the
hest forms, and, rather than trying to grow cne pfant of everything, concen-
trated on garden display with numerous plants of suvitable species arranged
for display and effect.

What Now?

We cannot present a sure-fire do-it-yourself garden guide in a few
pages, but we hope to come near to this over the eight issues that comprise
a volume. For this we need reports on:

Frost hardiness—what have you done to beat frost?

Garden care—what are your methods of fertilizing, watering, etc.?
Past control—what are your methods?

Birds—what piants encourage birds?

Who has grown rainforest flora?

What are the answers to seaside planting?

What do you recommend for windbreaks?

What are your favourite specimen shrubs and trees?

NGO AN
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Photography by F. W. Humphreys

MELA CA ELEUTHEROSTACHYA
Choose the best form of this attractive shrub—page 19.




j‘.s thk#

AUSTRALIAN PLANTS—MYRTACEAE

o))
-
Q
o
«©
Q
(]
(0]
(7]
e
a2
Ra
w2
g3
2L
a =
w
05
°
< o
O3
2 c
W o»n
o~
[¢}]
<2
W=
MC
[y
S
=
©

®
5
2
<
Q
E
5
b
=

£
A hardy,

1976

December,
Photography by




Page 10—Vol ¢ AUSTRALIAN PLANTS—PROPAGATION December, 1976

GROW FROM SEED.—I

PROPAGATION OF MYRTACEAE
A Summary by THE EDITOR

Species in the plant family Myrtaceae are so easy o propagate. They
are ideal for the beginner to start with. Why go to a lot of expense and
trouble purchasing plants when you can get all the plants you need from
seed or cuttings?

This statement is not entirely true. Most species of Myrtaceae are easy
to propagate and certainly all those described in this issue are very easy.
Some genera have proved difficult, such as Calytrix and Verticordia—those
genera where you do not frustrate nature's way of regulating germinating by
getting it easily from the capsule or outer covering as described below.
Propagation of these more difficult species will be dealt with in our next
issue.

First Get Your Seed

Seed is cheap to buy and readily available for most species of Melfaleuca,
Callistemon, Euealyptus, etc. It is often free. If you look on the branch of
a bottle-brush (Callistemon) or Melaleuca, where the flowers were last year,
you will see capsules that contain the seed ¢linging to the branches. In fact,
if the bush has not been pruned for years, there will be groups of capsules
for each year of flowering down the branch. They can easily be twisted off,
using thumb and finger. You can also easily colfect “‘gum nuts”. the seed
capsules left on the eucalyptus trees after they have flowered.

Put the capsules in paper bags, with the plant names written on the
outside, and place the closed bags on a sunny windowsill. In a few days
the capsules will begin to open—shake the bag. The dust in the bag is the
fine seed usual for Myrtaceae. You will have hundreds of seed in each bag.

So far the job of getting plants from seed is easy. Would you believe it
gets easier? Anyone can do it.

Prepare Your Pots or Containers

Nursarymaen use punnets (which are just shallow trays). | use 10 cm
(diameter at the top) plastic pots. You can use any plastic container with holes
punched in the bottom, such as empty margarine containers. The 500 gram
size is ideal. Wash them out clean. | put scme washed gravel in the bottom
of my pots; most people do nol bother with anything. These seed are so easy
to grow you nged not bother. Put in some coarse sand to 2/3rd the depth
of the container. | use a coarse washed sand. You could use any sort of
sand, or even a sandy soil—whatever is easiest to get. Some pecple use
special materials, such as vermiculite (an expanded mica) or peatlite both
of which are readily available from garden suppliers in handy packets.

The point is, seed of plants needs only light, warmth and water to
germinate. Some seeds are fussy about the combination of these, but
Myrtaceae will grow almost anyhow. It has sufficient food stored up in the
seed tc feed the seedling until it gets its first four leaves. Hence all we
need is something that will hold the seed up near the surface, where it gets
warmth, light and air, wifl keep the seed moist and will allow the root to grow
straight down. Any number of materials will do this. If the material (propagating
medium) is infested with microscopic “wogs”, they might attack the seed:
seeds being a food storehouse are often nice to eat, as we know full wall.
This is the reason that some people go to a fot of trouble to sterilise their
madium or use a sterile material such as pearlite. 1 use pearlite for most
of my seeds, Fortunately Myrtaceae (bottle brushes, eucalypts, etc.) are so
easy to germinate that they spring into seedlings before most wogs have got
around to the first suck.
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Preparation of Seed

Many seeds have a coating or device provided by nature to protect the
valuable plant embryo inside until conditions are right for growing; otherwise
this often harsh climate of ours would have cooked out our flora ages age.
The method that nature uses with many Myriaceae is to keep the seed snug
in the capsules on the bush or tree until it needs spreading, say after a
bushfire. We have already released the seed from the capsules as above and
have it fresh in the paper-bags.

Planting the Seed

The seed is so fine it is difficult to sprinkle over the surface of the
sand in the pots or trays evenly, Some people mix it with a little dry sand
in the bag to help distribute it properiy. | am usually too lazy, sc try it
straight from the bag or seed paoket and make a mess of it. But Myrtaceae
seed will grow anyway. Sprinkle sand over the seed in the pot, to just cover it.

The Direct Planting Method

Here you plant cne seed or a few seeds to each small container. You can
get 3 ¢m plastic pots. Fill them with the same medium as above and treat
the same way in all respects. When the ssedlings grow there is not the
problem of separating them and replanting in individval pots. This method
is finding wide appeal, especially for large difficult to get seed, particularly
if the seed is pretreatad and with some methods (see next issue) partly
germinated before planting. With Myrtaceae this method is quite successful, as
they grow so easily. Getting only a few seed into each container is the
trick, and then pricking out ali the unwanted seedlings as they came up is
fine work.

Watering the Seeds

Try sprinkling water on top ol the pcts and see what a mess you make.
The seed is splashed out, floats to the top, and usually ends up in a biob
on top. Actually they are so easy to grow they will germinate anyhow, There
is an easier, better way. ! like the easy part.

The Bog Method

In this method you place the pots or trays in a shallow tray of such
a depth that when it is filled with water it is ane-third to one-half as deep
as your sand or medium in the pot. 1 use the plastic containers from ice-
cream ‘bricks”’, the small size, to hcld two 10 cm pots. By keeping the
water tray full of fresh water, capillary action of the sand will draw water
up to the seed and keep it moist. The whole thing is automatic. You can
forget to top up the tray for days and the seed still gets some moisture.
Tap or tank water is all It needs. Myrtaceae seed grow so quickly there is no
need to change it, just top it up. Many pesople use this method very success-
fully for more difficult seed that often takes longer to germinate, and in this
case they take care with cleanliness and keeping the water fresh.

The Dunk Method

There is little difference to the bog method. Instead of standing the pots
in a tray of water permanently, you stand them in water just long enough
to get the surface wet. You would need to do this every day, but it is more
successful with some more difficult seed.

How deep to have the water? This depends on how moist you want the
surface. Myrtaceae are so easy they do not care. Most will take It very wet.
Hence the term “the bog method”. However, it is bast moist, but not sopping,
50 adjust the leval accordingly. As the seeds germinate, and the roots start
to grow down, lower the water level so that it becomes oniy just damp on
the surface. With Eucalyptus it is best to get the surface dry as soon as
possible or you may get what is known as damping off. A growth dependent

Continued on page 31
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So What Do We Do?

There are many other fine hardy plants In the plant famlly Myrtaceae (see page
23 If you are botanically minded). On page 2 | mention ““Study Groups’, and If you have
strong red blood in you (tinged with a spice of Eucalyptus oil), you will want to know
how to contribute. Callistemon, the bottlebrushes, are a suitable challenge for the beginner
see page 14. Using this project as a model, others are available

Melaleuca—This group is also fideal for beginners. You may join by writing to
Ralph Campbell, 50 Lee-Steeve Street, Kambah, A.C.T. 2902. Get your supply of free seed
and competent advice. One thing is certain, you will get many plants from seed and they
will grow well in your garden.

Eremaea—Eight really beautiful shrubs. | failed to get a good colour slide for this
page, so if you have one, send it to me. For Eremaea study group write to Lyn Parry
Kariong via Gosford, N.S.W.

Kunzea—Beautiful shrubs. Who would like to grow and study them?

Photography by F. W. Humphreys

KUNZEA PULCHELLA

Previously known as Kunzea sericea, thls outstanding ornamental shrub has attractive
foliage which contrasts with the brilllant red flowers.
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Beaufortia Too

More shrubs In the plant famlly Myrtaceae with ‘‘pom-pom’’ style flower-heads.
There are 15 species, all very beautiful, bright shrubs. Four are shown In colour In
Volume No. 3, page 61, and the magnificent Beaufortia sparsa appears on the cover of
our book ‘‘Western Australian Wildflowers for Horticulture—Part 1" (see page 43). To learn
more about these plants, obtain seed, etc., write to the Beaufortia Study Group leader,
Brian Walters, 19 Hurley Street, Toongabbie, N.S.W., 2146.

Photography by F. W. Humphreys

BEAUFORTIA SQUARROSA

An upright open shrub to 1 metre high and wide, this plcture shows how striking these
plants can be.

CALYTRIX FOR THE EXPERIENCED GROWER

Our next Issue features Myrtaceae that are not so easy to propagate and grow
If you are an experienced propagator you may like to join the Calytrix Study Group by
writing to Joan Doney, 64 Cary Street, Wyoming, 2251.

_—
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BOTTLE BRUSHES

Everyone knows a ‘“‘bottle brush"” (species of Callistemon), and thousands
have grown them. They are easily grown and flower well. Some plants flower
better than others. You can help us untangle the confused situation with
their names, develop and grow only the best forms, and beautify your property
at the same time. Join the Callistemon Study Group.

The objectives of the Callistemon Study Group are:—

(a) To grow bottle brush (Callistemon) plants and find the conditions
that give best results—flowering, bush shape, feeding requirements,
pruning, etc.

(b) To initiate a programme for the correct naming of all the species.
As they cross-pollinate so easily, the nomenclature of the genus is
very confused. By growing and flowering all species and forms in
arboreta, the botanists will be able to review the genus and publish
the names to be recognised, with descriptions.

(c) Plants that have special horticultural value will be used to develop
outstanding garden plants. These may not only be good forms of
true species, but varieties or hybrids that will be named and registered
as garden cultivars.

To achieve these objectives we have arranged:—

1. To form a Callistemon Study Group. All readers are invited to join
by sending $1.00 to the group leader as below.

2.  Mr Bill Tongue of University Farms, University of Sydney, Private
Bag, Camden, N.S.W., 2570, has been appointed Group Leader.
He will be assisted by Bill Cane, Maffra, Victoria, one of Australia’s
most competent propagators, who has considerable experience and
an established arboretum of some 50 forms of Callistemon.

3. Plantations of all species and forms will be established at various
places around Australia, starting with:—

(a) University Farms, Camden, N.S.W.;

(b) Research Area, Bankstown Municipal Council, Maxwell Avenue,
Milperra, N.S.W.;

(c) Maffra, Victoria, by Bill Cane (P.O. Box 19, Maffra, 3860).

(d) Laguna, N.SW., by B. Thomas, 45 Badgery Avenue, Homebush,
2140.

(e) Burrendong Arboretum—C. Althofer, 60 Thornton Street, Welling-
ton, 2820.

Any person or organization with room to grow 60 bottle brush bushes

is invited to establish an arboretum. We will supply plants.

4. Members will grow plants in their gardens, reporting results and
forward plant material for propagation of only the best forms.
Plants of these will be made available to Study Group members.

5. Seed of all species wili be made available to Study Group members
free on request. Seedling plants are being distributed to those in
Sydney and this service will be extended to members in all areas.

6. Propagating material will be obtained from all the best forms of
Callistemon from all parts of Australia to grow on. If you do not
want to be a member and join in the fun, and know of an especially
good form of Callistemon, will you write to the leader above, or
send propagating plant material to each of the three arboretum above?

7. As plants flower, a systematic botanist will commence research on
the genus with the objective of its complete revision.

8. As good horticultural forms are discovered or developed they will
be submitted for registration by The Australian Cultivar Registration
Authority, Canberra Botanic Gardens, A.C.T. If nurserymen or readers
have a good form they consider should be registered, then do this
by sending flcwering specimens to the Authority during 1977.
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WESTERN MELALEUCA

DIGEST OF WESTERN AUSTRALIAN SPECIES by R. J. Hubbard

Westarn Australia is endowed with a wealth of Melaleuca species, with
at least 114 recognised species (14 of them tropical) out of an Australian
total of upwards of 140 species. CGver 90 species are endemic to this State.
Various recognised varieties have also been recorded and there are a
number of natural hybrids and several horticultural forms. In addition there
are many as yet undescribed plants which may prove to be distinct species
when they have been fuily investigated.

The genus has long been in need of complete taxonomic revision.
Certain of the presently recognised species have so many diverse forms that
they appear to represent composite species, while others appear to be so
close that they may well be conspecific.

Articles in previous issues of Australian Plants have treated many aspecis
concerning the propagation and cultivation of the genus. This article is
intended as a brief guide to the presently recognised W.A. species. Limita-
tions of space dictate presentation of a minimum of information concerning
each species. Unless otherwise stated, the species occur in the southern half
of the State. Flowering times and general locations of most are broadly
indicated in the King’'s Park Descriptive Catalogue of W.A. Plants. Varieties,
hybrids and cultivars have been omitted. A number of named plants of
undetermined status have also been omitted.

One or two of the species listed are ones previously thought to occur
only in E. Australia. A number of new listings for tropical species are due
to investigations by S. T. Blake (1969). One species, M. coccinea has only
comparatively recently been described (A. §. Gesorgs, 1966). A further species
M. baxteri (G, Bentham, 1867) has been omitted from recent lists possibly
through oversight. It is not at present represented at the W.A. Herbarium
though it is available commercially and appears to be a distinct species. M.
curvifolia and M. lehmanni have been included in M. fanceolata and M. viminea
respectively for the purposes of this article, though the author is of the opinion
that M. lehamanni may possibly be a distinct species. The name M. polycephala
has been reinstated in place of M. seryphyliifolia which has been found to be
illegitimate due to prior usage (as a synonym for M. pulchelia).

Asterisked species are ones believed to be endemic to W.A.

M. acacioides: A large shrub or smail erect tree 6-10.7 metres; bark
papery; foliage pale green. Flowers white or ¢ream, in dense Acacia-like
globular heads. A northern species from tidal swamps and river floodplains.

*M. acerosa: An erect shrub, 0.9-1.8 metres, bushy above; leaves grey-
green, =+ hairy, generally pointed. Flowers pale yellow to white or red, in
small dense globufar heads. Coastai sands, often with limastone subsoil.
Suitable for seaside gardens. Colour plate on page 16.

M. acuminata: A bushy shrub, 1.8-3 metres; branches twiggy; leaves
medium green, peinted, 5-10 mm. Flowers very small, usually creamy white,
single or in clusters of 3-5, often forming long spikes to 15 em or langer.
Profuse flowering. Wide spreading in cultivation. Very hardy. Colour photo-
graph in Issue, 53, page 12.

M. adnata: A large shrub or small erect tree to at least 3-3.7 metres;
leaves crowded, dark green, pungent Flowers cream to white to pinkish
white in dense oblong or cylindrical spikes 1-4 x 3 cm. Loamy soils. Suitable
for quite dry sites.

*M. agathosmoides: A diffuse shrub, = 1 metre, spreading = 2 metres;
bark dark grey, carky; branchlets short, densely foiiaged; ieaves tiny. Flowers


























































































