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In t roduc to ry  I lewsiet ier  May 1383 
Judy Smith 

20 Catherine Cres.  
East B1&xlad 2.774. 

Dear Members , 
Welccme t o  t h i s  newly formed study group. I hope t h a t  

membership of t h e  g r ~ u p  w i l l  provide u s  a l l  with an oppor tuni ty  t o  

enhance and share  our imowledge as well as being an sn joyable  experience. 

A s  you &re a l l  new members I am a very new l e a d e r .  I 

cannot s t r e s s  enough t h a t  I vould welcome and apprec i a t e  sugges t ions  

you might have concernkg a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  group. I should prefer  

t o  be a co-ordinator  r s z h e r  t han  a l e a d e r .  I ' f e e l  t h a t  a group such 

as t h i s  h a s  g r e a t  p o t e n t i d  and would l i k e  t o  hezr  your thoughts  on I 

s p e c i f i c  d i r e c t i o n s  you vould l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  group take.  

The r e l  a t i o n s h i p  between b i r d s  and p l a n t s  a r e  many 

and var ied .  Plants may provide r e sox rces  such a s  food, n e , . t i n g  ma te r i a l s ,  

n e s t i n g  s i t e s ,  s h e l t e r  e t c .  w h i l s t  b i r d s  may be agen t s  of  p o l l i n a t i o n ,  

- seed-dispersal-and--germination. And, as you n o d o u b t  know, b i r d s  and-- i? 

p l  a n t s  can provide the  observer  with a g r e a t  d e e i  of p leasure .  Modern 

development o f t e n  l e a d s  t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o r  dep le t ion  of t h e  r e sou rces  

e s s e n t i a l  t o  b i r d s  and p l a n t s .  I f e e l  t h a t  if  we can i n c r e a s e  and sha re  
I o u r  knowledge of t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  t hen  we should be a b l e  t o  n o t  on ly  
I 

a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  b i r d s  and p l a n t s  more f u l l y  but  provide b e t t e r  f o r  them 

i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Trov i s ioc  can be mhde f o r  b i r d s  i n  our own garden and 

a1 so  i n  pub l i c  p l aces  - i n  parks, s t r e e t  p l an t ings ,  a r o u n d . l i b r a r i e s  

and shopping c e n t r e s  e t c .  With t h e  c u r r e n t  "Greening A u s t r a l i a v  move 

Gihy no t  a t  t h e  sane t i s e  be "birdingI1 o r  lire-birdingt1 A u s t r a l i a  as t h e  

case  may be? 

Cbserva t ion  and r eco rd ing  w i l l  no doubt p lay  a large 

r o l e  i n  t h i s  s tudy graup but  experiments with d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  'and 

s t r u c t u r d  arrangements i n  t h e  garden could a l s o  be rewarding. 

Observations cn t h e  p r c p g a t i o n  and c u l t i v a t i o n  of b i r d  a t t r a c t i v e  

p l a n t s  a s  wel l  a s  t h e  8*ds themselves w i l l  be valuable .  

'The f c i l ~ u i n g  z r e  some sugges t ions  o f  my own, aga in  

I hope you w i l l  have naLy t o  add and c r i t i c i s m s ' t o  make of mine - 
Observations and reccrds  to sccumulat2 and share 

I ) A BIRD/ P L A I ~  DIPE 

The frequency of  r e c o r d s  w i l l  no doubt depend on your a v a i l a b l e  t ime. 

These r eco rds  should i n c l u d e  a n o t e  as t o  vhere they  are made e.g. o m  

garden, l o c a l  p,vk e t c .  -4 b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  l o c a t i o n  would a l s o  



be he lp fu l .  

a j  PLANTS - notzs  on f lower ing  period, seed, f r u i t ,  bud-carrying 

period,  bark-shsdding per icd ,  zsc.  

b )  9IR3S - spec i e s  present ,  s r r i v a l  and depa r tu re  d a t e s  of 

migrants,  comments cn frzquency end r e g u k r l t y  of v i s i t s ,  numbers of 

i nd iv idua l s ,  presence o f  juveni les ,  d i i ' f ~ r e n t  sexes ,  s c ~ c i a l  arrangement 

(e.g. p a i r s ,  s m d l  grcupe) ,  breeding s t a t u s ,  e tc .  

Then, t y i n g  t h i s  together  a b i t  - 

a )  uhich p l a n t s  a t t r a c t  which b i rds  

b )  vhy does t h i s  a t t r a c t i o n  e x i s t ,  f o r  example 

- source of  n e s t i n g  ma te r i e l  e.g. bark, twigs  

- n e s t i n g  s i t e  

- source of food e.g. n e c t a r ,  l e r p s ,  i n s e c t s ,  seeds, etc. 

- i s  b i rd  rn agent  of p o i l i ~ z t i o n ,  seed d i s p e r s a l ,  germination 

- s h e l t e r  s i t e  

and so GE 

c )  do p l a n t s  d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  r e i e t i v e  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s ,  why? 

d )  do i n d i v i d z a l s  compete fcr a v a i l a b l e  r e scu rces ,  how? 

e)  kcw do b i r d s  feed  e.g. h e i g h t ,  p a r t  o f  @ a n t ,  feeding  a c t i o n  

e.g. p r c b h g ,  t e a r i n g ,  penking, e t c .  

3 ) FURTHER AREAS OF U ~ S Z ~ ~ I K P I O M / I ~ ~ ~ ~ P R E T P . ~  ICN 

a )  comparison c? resources  ava i l ab le  t o ,  and u t i l i s e d  by, b i r d s  in 

d i f f e r e n t  geographical  a r e a s  

b>  recommends t i z n s  f o r  p lan  t ings  i n  p u b l i c  p laces ,  p a r t i c d a r  

climates, topcgraphies ,  s o i l  types,  e ts .  

c )  r o l e  of strucxural arrangements i n  z i t t r ac t ing  b i r d s  

d )  r o l e  of a r t i f i c i  11 food, ~ a t s r ,  n e s t i n g  s i t e s  

e )  daily a c t i v i t y  p ~ t f  ems of b i r d s  

f )  rnovernents of b i r d ;  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  p l a n t  r e sou rces  over a wide 

a r e a  

g )  b i rd  c ~ r n m ~ i c ~ t i a r i  

.rind I gues:: t h e  list 2 . ~ 9  go on! 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO NE'r;SLEL'T2.2 

,!,L3 ).F.E \iELC'aXE ! ! 

I n  a d d i t i c n  tc ~:hari::c: ~ r e a d e r i . ~  .::servations . m d  records,  I f e e l  



t h e  news le t t e r  : ~ o u l d  be enhanced by some f e a t u r e  a r t i c l e s ,  perhaps amongst 

o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  a 

"Bird ( o r  grox2 of L i r d s j  of :as newsle t te r l r  and a 

" P l a t  ( o r  p l a n t  g a u p )  of t h e  newsle t te r" .  

Such a r t i c l e s  could 9rcvi.de a r a y e  of i:iformation a s  well as dea l ing  with - 
b i rd /p l an t  i c t e r r e l a  t i c r ~ s h i p s .  3y n ~ m i n a  king t h e  s u b j e c t  'ahead of t ime 

membersf e:cp?riences 3f t h e  b i r d  2r clan; could 5e incorpora ted  i n t o  t h e  

a r t i c l e .  I would be h a p p -  t d  v r i t e  a sou t  t h e  

EAST3dJ STIIIEZILL 2nd E4NKSIWS 

i n  t h e  f i r s t  n e v s i e t t e r  znd l o o k  forward t o  hear ing  from anyone with 

experience of e i t h e r  of  Lhese. 

If ycu have a rprtic.ular b i r d  o r  p l a n t  you would l i k e  t o  write 

about f o r  f z t u r e  n e w s l e t t e r s  p i ease  zay m d  we could a r range  t o  send o the r  

members' observa t ions  cf t h e  sub jec t  t o  you. 

&avinpc Clear l i n e  &rawir.gs cc=n be inc lud  ed i n  t h e  news le t t e r  and 

would be very velcome. 

Book review 'Aould you like a s h c r t  book ~ e v i e w  t o  he included i n  each 

n e w s l e t t e r ?  hould you l i k e  t o  review a book of your choice? 

Record Sha~ir .  ..: I hope t h a t  evec txa l ly  cw n e w s l e t t e r  might inc lude  t a b l e s  

which could c o r r e l a t e  i -dormat i~n  such as  

b i r d /  p1 mt re source /  <:me of yea , /  geographica l  a r e a  

and t h a t  conclusions might be drawn from our records .  If you have, o r  

v i l l  have, records  and would lika t o  share them they  w i l l  be much 

apprec i a t ed .  I n i t i h l l y  I plan  t c  keep c u d s  f o r  each p l a n t  and b i r d  

s p e c i e s  t o  h e l p  c o r r e l a t e  i n l x ~ a t i o n .  
- Momenzlsture .Lnevitnoly t h e r e  i s  confusion when u s i c g  common names. 

Prehaps t h i s  c o ~ d d  be l e s sened  i' $/hen -eyer r ing  t o  p l a n t s  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

name i s  included i f  I s h a l l  a t tempt  t o  use -Lye b i r d  nalnes of 

t h e  RAOU l i s t  of o f f i c i d  connci.. cxnles i:; t h e  news le t t e r .  

WICA BIRDS? 

Would you l i k e  t o  l i m i t  observcitions t o  only n a t i v e  b i r d s  o r  inc lude  

in t roduced  spec ies  ? 
One s t e p  further - u h s ~  of t h e  possums, g l idc r s ,  b a t s  e tc .  

t h a t  use c c r  gzrdens. Do you feel t h a t  t h e y  a r e  wcrthy of i nc lus ion?  

NEWSLEI'TER !LW3ER 1 

I n i t i s i l y  I: sl~oulct l i k e  t o  set  n e w s l e t t e r  t oge the r  about 

2very t h r e e  months, the  f irst  n e v s l e t t e r  I should l i k e  t o  be ready fo r  

e a r l  y Septembc.  I hope t h a t  i n  t ime t h e  newslet termight  be produced 

more f r equen t ly  b u t  t h i s  k i l l  depend on member0st i n t e r e s t .  E v e n t u d . 1 ~  

I hope it g i l l  be a forum of obsorvs t icns ,  r cco rds ,  comments and 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  (and i l l u s t r ~ t e d )  with s f l e x i b l e  fc rmat ,  md n o t  j u s t  

s monologue from me. 

I look forw,arc t o  hearing IYom y3u aga in  soon, 
t .  C . I .  




