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Pear Members,

- With about 20 members we now have tﬁe nucleus of a group, I have
found members' letters most interesting and enthusiasm encouraging, we are most
fortunate to have artists amongst us, we even have our first newsletter!

The general comment on the question of whether to restrict our
observations to birds or to include other wildlife has favoured the inclugicr of
all wildlife, that is, mammals, reptiles and even the smaller re51dents of the

garden such as caternlllers and 1erps. Perhaps then "Wlldllfe and Native pla=ta"

would be a more suitable name for our group. A suggestion to look more fully 3t

;nteracticne such as ehrike-tit - caterpiller - loose bark - egcalypt.I feel s

X ﬂoou. Comment on whether to include non-natlve birds has been m1xed. I feel =ney

are wortny of some mentlon for, if nothing else, they do compete with native

H..—.. .

species for avallable resources.
Now that we are becoming establlshed I feel we should develop scme

long term alms for our group. An activity that I feel would be feaszble and

worthxhlle would be to put together a Native Plant - W11d11fe catalogue. By =his

I mean taklng each native plant spec1es 1nd1v1dually and gathering together

lnlornatlon on the wildlife the plant supports or 1nteracte w1th, and additlzmally
the nature of the interactionss If we could develop such a catalogue we could

then draw from it further informatiom, by combining knowledge of cultivation

requlrementa with knowledge of W11d11fe interactions we should be able to derive

“*ngs such as lists of plants suitable for particular areas and 51tuatlons .n

omblnatlon w1th the wildlife they might attract. Eventually, I feel 1t woulZ be

worthwhile to put wuch information together in a form suitable for distribution
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to a ﬁla 3 o audlence than our own groupe.

At present I am keeplng cards for each plant and noting down =1:

obeervatloqs of 1nteractlons, both my own and those mentioned in members' lecters.

If those 1nterested keep their own cards and then annually we could put all the
1eformatlon together and publlsh 1t in conjunction with our newsletter. Zach

| 1'\5‘)(;,\_131'11; year we could then update our catalogue with all new observations
zatbereq. Thus, in September next year, I shall put together our first catalogue.
- ‘_ Another long term aim I feel we could achieve would be to produce an’

Tl

audzov1eual on native plants and wildlife. A number of the other study groups
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have or currently are doing such things. We have a colourful area of study and it
should not be difficult tc put together something both interesting and informative
which could convey ideas of both "re-greening” and "re-wildlifing",

Any ofher suggestiocns of either long term or short term aims for our

group are most welcome.

Eagtern Spinebill (Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris)

The Eaétern Spinebill (ES), one of the smaller members of the:ﬁoneyeater
family, is characterised by its long slender curved beak. It is a sexually dimorphib
species, the male having a glossy black crown and the female a grey one: The bill ~f
the female is also slightly shorter (about 23 mm for the female as opposed to about
26 mm faf the male). In juveniles the head is olive and underparts fawn;.

A staccato pipiné t?i 1 is often the first indication of th; bird's
' presenée, being a verbose bird to say the least. The ES gives an impression of being
a bird on the move, generally flitting about in rapid steps between flowering plants.
It appears appreciative of a bird bath or shower in the hose in dry tlmes.

The ES's main food is nectar, though, like other noneyeaters, it consumes
insects to meet its protein requirements and feeds.inseéts, including flies, ‘rather
than nectar t6 its. .young. Its long curved bill and extendable brush tongue allow it
to reach nectar at the base of long tubular flowers, a food resource often
unavailable to the larger shorter-billed honeyeaters. The ability to exploif such
resqufcéé allows the ES to ce-exist with larger more aggressive honeye&ters, such
as waétlebirds, which will chase it off the rich nectar sources such as banksias.

The honeyeaters co-exist by ?artitioning the available resources, the ES managing.
to survive on the poorer nectar resources.

Whilst probing for nectar the ES's small size allows it to perch at
the flower though occasionally it feeds whilst hovering. Probing actions beneath
bark 6f trees may be in search of honeydew from scale insects. Insecta:ﬁfe»éenerally
taken by hawking.

The local abundance of ESs seems to correlate with the abundance
of nectar-producing flowers. In north-eastern N.S.W. (New England National Eark)f

for example. a small rasident nenulation has hean rarardad with an inflnvy Af hirda



the other side of the ridge;breappearing some tiate later in the bach garden. Now,
three yeérs and seventy grevilleas later, ne and his family spend all day in our
garden, oblivious of bird watchers". (from Wargaret Tomalln). o ;
The bird's probing action whilst feeding at flowers makes 1t llkely
that it would play a role in pollination. It has been recorded as carrying the

pollen of Banksia spp., Epacris sp., mistletoe (Muellerina and Amyema spp.) and

Streptothamnus sp. In species such as Lambertia formosa introduced bees will take
nectar from the flowers‘by drilling holes at the flower base. Such a feeding action

does not effect pollination and hence no seed is set. Such a plant requires

honeyeaters such as the ES to compete successfully with the introduced bee to

ensure its surv1val.

The ES builds a cup-shaped nest of grass and fibrous plaent materlal
which 1t lines with grass or hair. The nest is usually built into the fork of a

small tree and two to three eggs are lald.

Plants in which the ES has been noted feeding include :-

Acacia falcmformls, A. termlnalls (‘lowers and leaf glands), Adenanthos termlnalls,

Albizia EDey Anlgpzanthus flavidus, A. manglesii, Angonhora costata, A. florlbunda,

Amyema mlquellz, A, pendulum, Astroloma conostephioides, Banksia collina, Be

1ntegr1fol;a, B. marginata, B. ornata, B. serrata, B. splnulosa, Brachyloma er1301dea,

Callistemon macronunctatus, Commersonia fraseri, Corrsa backhouslana, C. baeuerlenll,

Ceo Bett's Red, Ce glabra, Co manll, C. Marion's Marvel, C. Poorinda Fantasy, C.

ulchella, Co reflexa, C. schlechtendalii, Dorynhora sassafras, Eucalyptus Eﬁg;_perata

E. bcslstoana, E. caesza, E. consideniana, E. cosmophylla, E. cypellocarpa, E. elata,

E. faaclculosa, §L_globoidea, E. gunmifera, E. leucoxylon, E. odorata, E. “Lon, ifolia,

E. maculata, E. muellerana, §; notabilis, E. oblzqua, E. alderoxyIOn, Epacrls

1mnressa, h. longlzlora, Ericstemon trachypnyllus, Crev1llea audreyll, Go banksll,

G. Boongala prnebzll, G Canterbury Gold, G. Crosble Morrison, G. lavandulacea,

Go mucronata, G. Poorinda Beauty, G. Poorinda Queen, G. Robyn Gordon, Hakea petiolaris

Lambert:a formosa, L351ana exocarvpi, Melaleuca hypericifolia, Muellerlna celestroides,

M. eucal toides, Pandorea pandorana, Phebalium carruthersii, Pittosporum undulatum,

4

Streptothamnus beckleri, Synoum glandulosum, Xanthorrhoea gemiplana.
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quite tame. It is possible to encourage them intd the garden with appropriate plantings
and their presence in the garden is ample reward for the éffcrt.

My article lacks infofmation on nesting materials and sites. If anyone can
suppl& information abeut which plants provide the nesting materials and in'which

trees or shrubs nests are built, I would be grateful. Any additions to -the 1£st.of

food plants would also be welcome.

Artificial Feeding

From Margaret Tomalin svas
"The mynahs are encoﬁraged by indiscriminate feeding and the local birds diséoufagéd,
by the mynahs. Also, my sister in England tells me that a general warning has been
issued there not to feed'bread to birds at breeding time because the "woolly" bread
'that is made now (no crumbs) can cause the death of the fledglings if the paréﬁt
birdslfeed.it to them. It forms into a gummy lump in their crops. We seenm t6 have’
_inc?eésed our honeyeater population by the planting.of honey‘bearing ﬁative plants
and I feel thaé is better than éboviding bottles of ﬁidé-up'stuff and so on. Water
seémé'to 5e much appreciated gqr drinking and for bathing in the hot weather.?

Fr;m Norm Bone <.es '
"During the cold we;ther I use an artificial nectar which I make from water and
raw sugar and the birds love it. They do their best to .tell me when the suPplﬁuhas
run ouf and once I refill the smgll "coke! bqttleé}they desceﬁd from eve;yit;pe and
shrub.-A lot of peéple are of the opinion that this method of feeding ié‘ﬁéf.natuia‘
and that the birds become too dependent on it but I do not find this to be so. If I
decide not to f£ill the bottles for a week or so they just go back to gettiﬁg‘nectar
from the garden." . -

From Val Maher ...
YAL first I installed two nectar feeders for honeyeaters but after two yeajé I
observed the small and- red watﬁlgﬁirds go first to the gfevilleas.and then to the
feeders.so i'discoﬁtinued the artificial feeding. At present I put out a small.
quantity of finely cut ch;ese each morning. As soon as I get up I open.the back glass
door and whistle. The yellow robin flies into the kitchen and sits on the égopping
board while I cut up the cheese. Three yellow robins and five superb blue wrens
i

breakfast at the back door. One striated thornbill and one grey thrush share the’
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a male blackbird into retreat."
An article in Australiarn Journal of Zoology Volume 31 Number 2 1983 on "Thyamine

deficiency and winter mortality in Red Wattlebirds Anthochaera carunculata (Aves:

Meliphagidae) in suburban Melbourne" by D. C. Paton, D. F. Dorward and P, Fell.

The article describes some research done in orde; to determine why Red Wattlebirds
were being found dying ip convulsions in suburban Melbourne in winter. The authors
suggest that the cause of death could be a thyamine deficiency. The articlé teils how
originally in Melboqrne there were few native plants suitable for wattlebirds
flowering in winter. In autumn the birds accumulated fat and in winter mcveé torthward
along the N. S. W. toast and into the drier mallee areas of Victoria. Thesé areas
are warmer, less wet and insects more abundant. It is from these insects rather than
rnectar that thyamine is obtained. The authors hypothesise that "in the last two
decades many exotic native plants, particularly various species of Eucalyptus, have
" been planted in Melbourne. These flower in winter and, along with sugar solutions
supplied in feeders by humans, provide a new food supply attractihg Red'wgttlebirds
‘-t01thé-suburbs, and perhaps keeping them in areas where other essential food: items

are sometimes scarce."

.- -Hdve you any further comments to make about artificial feeding or experiences

to relate on the matter?

Bankias

éf tﬁe 60 or so different species of bankias most are native tc W.A.. Theif
fiowéfé péssess a remarkable ability to produce readily accessible pollen and nectar
in enormous quantities. This feature, coupled with their fairly long flowefing periods,
Qﬁich often.extend over the Qinter months, makes them a real haven for birds, small
.ﬁémméls; ﬁarsupials and insects.

éhe ﬁélowers" are actually groups of about 500 sessile flowers. The individual
flowé?s are tightly clustered énd.are strongly attached to £he woody spikes, The
flo;ers opéﬁ sequentially on the.spike, starting from either the top or the bottom.
Spikes starting from the top have hooked styles (except B. nutans) and those from. the
bottom straight'styles. Hooked styles have been found to transfer more pollen to

visitors, perhaps this is their function.
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again abundant supply. Flowering banksias are really a top drawcard. The following

have been noted feeding at darksia flowers :- '

B. grandis : red wattlebird (RW), little wattlebird (LW), New Holland honeyeater
(NHHE), western spinebill, yellow-throated miner, honey possum ‘

(Tarsipes rostratus)

B. collina : eastern spinebill (ES), white-naped HE (WNHE) , white-eared HE (WEHE),
RW, white-cheeked HE (WCHE), NHHE, blue-faced HE (BFHE), noisy miner,
rainboﬁ'lorikeet(RL)

B. integrifolia : ES, WNHE, WEHE, WCHE, NHHE, RW, LW, BFHE, scarlet HE, brown HE,

little friarbird, noisy friarbird (NF), scaly-breaisted lo;ikeet,
RL - B
ke Zobur : WCHE
Bs aemula : silvereye, spangled drongo, NF', WCHE, RL
‘ ‘Most banksias are morphologically adaptéd for cross pollination. Pollination is
effected when pollen is deposited on the stigma while the flower is being probed.
ihg flowers exhibit characteristics associated with a vertebrate mode of pollinatibn.
The style is rigid and anthers &re on stiff filaments -hence resisting damage and
displacement. by large "visitors''. The large stigma-nectary distance and the fact that
most banksias flower over winéér, wﬁen insects are not very abundant aﬂd acti&e,
suggests ﬁhat vertebrates play a more important role in pollination than do
invertebrates. The flowers are open and releasing nectar during day and niéht and
hence are attractive to both day.and night feeders. Some, such as Be, atteﬁuata and
B, littoralis, have strong odours, a characteristié of mammal rather#than bird
polliratioen.. Banksia pollen has been found to be carried by both birds aﬁd mammals
and there is debate over their relative importance as agents.of pollination.
.The woody fruiting cone is also a food source. In W.A. the white-tailed ﬁ]ack

cockatoo finds food by excavating the seed-eating weevill (Alphitopsis nivéa) from

young fruits of B. attenuata. The flat-winged seeds find a place in the diet of
gsome larger birds, e.g. g;hattenuata - short-billed form of white-tailed black

cockatoo, B. integrifolia - eastern rosella, B. marginata - yellow-tailed black

" cockatoo, Bs serrata - red-tailed black cockatoo.
Down from the cone is used as a nest lining material by some birds.
The foliage of banksias is varied. It provides a nesting site for birds such as

the white-cheeked honeyeater (B, serrata) and the little wattlebird (B, integrifqlia),




The ;ullage harhours insecis for insectivorous birds such as silvereyes, superb
fairy-wrens, varisgated fairy-wrens, red-backed *alry-drens and brown thormbills.

Other emall mammals recorded visiting panksia flowers include the dibbler,
brown antechinus, eastern pizmy possum, Sugar gliéer and feathertail glider.

In such an attraciive genus there are nc doubt many mere interactions to be
found. Any additions to the above would be appreciated. Has anyone actually seen
birds taking down from the cones?

The propagation and ;ultivation cf banksias is well covered in the literature.

Eas anyone any particular methcds or hints to aid success?

"Wallum Banksial’! - Banksia aemula

In ctr gards™ %2 hsve a fine specicen of Banksia asmmla approximately
ten yeers old and standing sbout 4 metres high. This tree is closely '
related to Panksgia sesraia. the only real differcnce being the stigma
which iz comical and blunt compared with the longer cylindrical stigma of
B. serratz. DPanksiz aemmls is now congidered 4o be the correct name for
thi- gpecies which is often called Ranksia serratifolia. |

caprated leavaes up to 20cm long and l-Zem wide, are shiny green onm
toﬁ and a lighter dull green undermeasd, with new growth a rusty brown.

' Plowsr spikes are up o 23cm iong. They are a fresh silwvery gxeen
colour which fades through yellow to browr wiih age. Hature cones show
large secd capsules half hiddon baneath tha grey remains’ of the flowers.
Our tree has been flowerinz since april and 3ztill has buds appearing in
ingust. Propagation is from seed which germirates easily.

Bark is a lovely rough dark grey wWith orange showing through from
anderneath and is mos: attractive. EFaarded dragons seem to like to rest
’n the branches. :

‘irds whioh ave atiracted %o ihis banksia includs rainbow lorikeets,
leatherhezds, honeyeaters and silversyes. They perch on the flowers and
are a dalight to watch as they sip the nectar. The spangled drongo also .
uses this tree but geemz to prefer the grovilleas.which grow alongside it.

Banksiz aeruls is a common plaat on much of the central and southern
coast of Queenslend and or Frager Iasland. The @andy coastal heaths are
commonly kunown iz Queensland aa "tias wallum", an Aboriginal nawme for this
bankgia. Nany of cur deiightful wild flowers grow in company with the
wallom bankaia, Banksia aesula, which extends south along the coast as
rar as Sydney. ,

¥ith its attractive bark, foliaga, and the colours of flowers and
cones at different stages of development, RBanksia aemula is a fine
specimen tree and very wvaluable for attracting nativs birds to coastal

~
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One bcok I enjory for the guality of writing as well as the information contained
is "Grow Native''by Bill Molraeux published hy Anne C'Doncvan Pty, Ltd. (it is in
paperback at $6.55). Quoting from the cover "Bill M. Invites us to see the bush
as few have bothered to notice ity im all it's variety, subtley, abundant colour and
peaée."

Préctical informaticn includes ghor:t, easily read sections on landscaping,
selection of plants to c£cate visual peace, for fragrance, seascnal flowering and to
create a haven for birds, &nother chapter deals with tiny city gardens and container
grown plants. ‘One imporéant zspect Zill covers is the density qf planfs. Fol&owing

his description we discover that 6 eucalypts, say E. caesia or E. sceparia, can be

m~mmnrad in an arca bm by 4m for a graceful effect, because of their light canopy,

Y

allowirz the vlants to zrow beneath them.

Would anjycne elsze like to suggest a relevant and worthwhile book or publication?

Movenents v 3ell Minars

ERY
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Earlier this year a colony of hell minerz established itself in an area of

Eicalvptus deanii forest at SpFingwood (about halfway up” the Blue Mts.). The birds

are familiar on the- eastern ezcarrment of the Grzat Dividing Range in this area but
“+ ig not usual to find them as far west. The bell miners live in dense colonies
which they defend noisily. The reasone why a colony moves fo a new area afe unknown
It has been suggested locally that destruction of the former habitat has forced them
to seek new areas. On the south coast of NSW miner colonies seem to invade aisturbed

' support
areas of Iorest whichaa dense understorey and large populations of lerpsy an atizzill..
focd item to tho miners. This suggests that the miner is a bird favoured by habitat
distlurbancen It would be interestinz to know the real reasons why calonies migrate,
vhat makes an area attractive c» cthorwise to them. Has anyone any observétions or

other theories about the movements or general requirements of the.birds?

Areas in which ovinions/inforzaticn have been sought by members f

1) Cats Have you found cats to be a problem, if so, how, or how do you attempt)té
discourage them?

2Y Artificial nestinrg sites  geg. nollow logs, boxss- have you had any successes




3) Nesting from Lyn Williams "eoncerning this matter fo nesting, I'd like to kmow
as time goes by, whether certain birds prefer soft brushes or prickly ones."

Any opinions? .

Next Newsletter

Due to be sent out late January. Any contributions by January 10 please.

Norm Bone has very kindly written about the BLACK-CHINNED HONEYEATER for us. I

have chosen ALBIZIA sp. for the plant of the newsletter. Any information that could

be 1nc1uded with these articles would be appreciated.

Wpuld anyone jike to write about a2 particular bird or plant for the foliowmng

(May) newsletter? Again, all contributions on any matter are most welcome,

Judy Smith
20 Catherine Cres.
East Blaxland 2774






