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SILVEREYES (Zosterops lateralls)

"By 1886, Sllvereyes had become troublesome amongst the frult of
James Gallop’s property, Dalkelth Farm, on the Swan River, W.A. At
least 20,000 were shot on thls property and, on another orchard near
Bunbury 1200 were shot on a slngle day. By 1897 they were thought such
a pest that the Board of Agriculture for Western Australia proposed for
thelr destructlon a bonus of one shilling per 100 birds. 1In 1902 a
deputation from the Bunbury dlstrict asked the Minister for lands to
send an offlcer ’to enquire Into the habltat of the bilrd’.

In 1904 a claim was made that Sllvereyes destroyed benlflclal
Insects, such as ladyblirds, as well as frult, and that the bounty
should be doubled. Millligan, In reply, defended Silvereyes on the
ground that they controlled insects which would otherwise be a problem
and suggested that a study should be inltiated, analysling thelir
gut-contents to determline what insects they dld eat.*®

...extracted from “"The Sllvereye®, R.A.0.U. Newsletter,
June 1982.
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The Silvereyes, also known as White eyes, are tlny birds welghing
In at only about 10g, but carry quite a reputation.

In Bustralia six subspecles of Silvereyes are currently
recognlsed. The subspeclies show varlatlon iIn slize and Iln plumage.

The movements of the Slilvereyes are still not fully understood. In
the late 1950's 1t was postulated that the Sllvereyes mligrated. In
summer Slilvereyes wlth southern-type plumage weré belng reported in
north Queensland. Thls postulatlion was followed up with a massive
effort by blrd-banders. By 1972 106,114 Silvereyes had been banded. As
always the recovery rate was small - 30 blrds were recovered more than
300km from thelir banding place and elght birds had moved more than
{000knm.

It is now thought that blrds from the Tasmanlan reglon undertake 2
regular seasonal mlgration. Each auvtumn these tiny blrds cross Bass
Stralt and most move up the east coast, a portlon head towards
Adelalde. They move In flocks at night, spending the days feeding.

Elsewhere the picture is less clearcut. Movements involve only
parts of populatlons and indlviduals will mlgrate In some years and not
others.

Here in Blaxland we bhave Sydney Sllvereyes (yellow throats, grey
flanks) about year round. In late autumn they are jolned by Victorian
(yellow throats, rufous flanks) and Tasmanian (grey throats, rufous
flanks) Sllvereyes.Over the winter the dlfferent forms potter around In
mixed flocks.

At the end of winter the mligrating blirds return. In spring the
flocks disperse into terrltorlal breeding palrs. Cup-shaped nests of
grass and cobwebs are bullt, usually In shrubs or low trees. 2-3 broods
may be ralsed each season.

While these long-distance movements seem qulte Incredible for such
tiny birds It Is not them, but thelr feedlng habits, which have earned
them thelr reputation. _

They are generallst feeders, not only frult eaters as once
popularly thought. Much time Is spent gleanling Insects from follage,
they are now known to be primarily Insectivorous. As well fruilt, nectar
and even human food scraps are taken. The Silvereyes have the brush
tongues of honeyeaters - "the tongue ls prolonged and protuslible; the
basal part is curled up on each side, formlng two long grooves, the
distal part ls deeply cleft Into four parts, whlch on thelr edges are
dellcately frayed and together form the ’brush’ which licks up the
nectar”®.

In S-W Australla Marr!l (Eucalyptus calopbylla) produces nectar as
the fruit rlpens. When large amounts of nectar are produced Silvereyes
are absent from the orchards, when the nectar crop Is poor great damage
Is done to the frult.

Silvereyes take to both exotlc and native plants.

Bela Bard-Brucker (Werrlbee, Vic) reports “"Slilvereyes in my
experlence really seem to llke exotic plants and spend a lot of thelr
time gleaning Ilnsects from the bare branches of declduous trees. In our
predominantly natlve garden area, you never see them set down, but
often hear them flylng overhead to the older establlshed part of town
with Its English style gardens."

Frank & Joan Hebden (Faulconbrlidge, NSW) report "On several sunny
afternoons towards the end of September and the beginning of October,
when the Cootamundra Wattle (jcacla ballevyapa) was out, we sat In the
garden and noticed that a batch of Sllvereyes made regular visits to
the flowers worklng thelr way througbh the tree from top to bottom
before flylng on to another wattle of thé same specles, Dlfflcult to
say how many as they were mostly hldden In the follage, but would guess
at 25-30. Normally Sllvereyes work through our gums, wattles,
Plttosporum etc. In a group wlth Strlated thornbills and an odd Grey
Fantall or two. There are several vislitatlons durlng the day from dawn
to dusk and presumably the quest Is for Insects. Sometlmes a
Whilte-thraoted Treecreeper jolins In but not often.”

Margaret Tomalin (Springwood, NSW) reports that "Sllvereyes appear
to take honey from Grevillea Robyn Gordon and Grevlllea Boongala
Spineblll - the more open ones, as do the Bulbuls. Was very surprlised
to see this but am certain that this ts what they are doling, rather
than gettlng ants.”
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And In Blaxland,NSW Sllvereyes move regularly through the tree

(eucalypt) and shrub (acacla, melaleuca, grevillea) foliage. They
congregate at the large flowers of the Red Bloodwood (Eucalyptus

qummlfera) in late summer. In spring the flowers of Melaleuca jncapa
were extremely popular - dally at dawn the bush just twitched wlth
Sllvereyes and was then Ignored for the rest of the day. Climblng beans
(for Insects) are another favourite.

PADDOCK by Roland Breckwoldt.
SCRAMBLING SILVEREYES’' CONTACT CALLS IN VINEYARDS

Sllvereyes are an important problem In some vineyards. The flock
keeps together as 1t moves through the vineyard’s dense follage by
constant communlication calls. An attempt has been made to make
vineyards unattractive to Sllvereyes by jamming thelr communlicatlon
system. This has been successfully achleved In experiments by the CSIRO
in Western Australla using a nolse generator that generated nolse
coverlng the 3.5 to 5.5 kHz range. A modifled hl fi1 amplifler and small
loudspeakers were used to dlstrlibute the nolse over the vineyard. The
device was used throughout the day when the grapes were susceptible.
Damage was greatly reduced In that part of the vineyard where the noise
generator was used and this method of control is belng further tested
for commerclial application.

The followlng article Is from the 87th R.A.0.U. Congress program:

“THE USE OF TAPE RECORDINGS TO DISCOVER NEW BIRDS BY THEIR
CALLS.
Ray J. Swaby

Blrd calls have contrlbuted partly to the recognition of recent
new specles, such as the Forest Raven, Chirruping and Chiming
Wedgebllls, Mangrove Grey Fantall, Paperbark Flycatcher, Klimberly
Flycatcher, Long-billed Black Cockatoo, Eungella Honeyeater,
Russet-talled and Basslan Ground Thrushes. Sometlimes mating and
territorlial calls differ so much that interbreedlng would be rare, but
In other cases the calls dlffer only sllghtly, so that morphologlcal
differences may be more important forseparatlng specles and for
recognising clines. Based on distinctlive calls, the folloeing four:
specles may need to be spllt In the future: Frilled Monarch,
Magnlflcent Rifle-blird, Black butcherbird tAust., Papua New Guinea) and
Pied Currawong (Aust., Lord Howe Island). Another nlne specles.with . ... .
slight differences Iln calls, need more investigation, Including
Yellow-~eyed Cuckoo-shrike, Lemon-breasted Flycatcher, Willle Wagtail
(Aust., Papua New Guinea), Grey Fantall (Aust., New Zealand, Norfolk
Island), Golden Whlstler (Aust., Lord Howe Island), Striated Pardalote
(north, east, south, west Aust.), Yellow-faced Honeyeater (north, south
Aust.) Graceful Honeyeater (north, south Cape York Peninsula) and
Eastern Whipbird (heath, rainforest).

from Norm Bone, originally from
Shepparton, Vic, now of Anglesea, Vlic.

In a recent letter Judy bowled a few leg breaks at me regardlng
how I am golng about planning and planting my new garden at Anglesea,
Vic, which for those of yqu who may not be aware of its whereabouts lIs
on the coast overlooking Bass Stralt and is about 100km south-west of
Melbourne. It Is situated on the north-eastern edge of the Otway
Ranges.

For a start I had to forget all that I had learnt about growlng
native plants at Shepparton which Is In northern Victoria (home of SPC
frult) because the two areas are poles apart not only as far as soll
types are concerned but because weather conditlons and temperatures are
completely different. So far the the whole project has proved to be
very exclting and a real challenge.
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I have always been of the oplnlon that almost any specles of
plants can be grown provided you glve them shelter from strong wlnds.
With this In mlnd my flrst task was to provide an effectlve windbreak.
1 started by planting a row Of Eucalyptus conferruminata. Now that they
are maklng good growth I am Improving the effectiveness of the
windbreak by adding a dense planting of Leptospermum laevigatum. I have
chosen these two specles not only because of thelr dense growth hablit
but because both are bird attractlng. The eucalypt because of Its
nectar and the Leptospermum because of {ts Insect attracting qualitles.

I have only done a small amount of planting apart from the
windbreak and so far results have been very promlsing with Bankslas
(lncluding some from WA) being a real surprise.

In chooslng plants I have not worrled all that much about whether
they are salt tolerant or not and so far the only fallures have been
Eremophllas which is understandable seeling that they are Iin the main
plants of the dry inland. Once the garden becomes establlshed I will
glve them another try. When selectling plants (I have close to 300 in
pots ready to be planted) 1 have tifed to select specles that will
attract birds. When I start planting It Is my Intention to plant as
closely as posslible because apart from glving birds a feellng of
security I have yet to see plants In the wild growlng In even rows and
by regular tlp prunlng from an early age I should be able to prevent
plants from becomlng too leggy.

1 am rather fortunate that the soll on my block is a good deep
sandy loam wlth very good dralnage. Even so I am constructing a serles
of raised beds to a helght of about 10 Inches using the mounding and
channelling principle as I feel that this method of landscaplng makes
better use of ralnwater. L

When plantlng a garden wlth birds In mind I feel that It is
essentlal to provide some tall trees as lookout and resting polnts so I
have retalned some of the original trees that were on the block. So far
results are very promising. Even at this early stage I bave ldentlfled
a wide range of blrds in and around the garden. In an attempt to keep
them around while the garden Is In Its early stages I have erected sonme
feeding platforms and an artifliclal nectar statlon. I obtaln great
pleasure from watching the parrots, honeyeaters and bronzewlngs queue
up for thelr ratldns. Crimson rosellas are In partlicular very tame and
even llne up on the balcony for a handout. Wattle blrds are a bit of a
nulsance as they are always trylng to frighten the smaller honeyeaters
away so I wlll have to do something to keep them under control.

FLUCTUATIONS BND CHANGES IN GARDEN BIRD POPULATIONS.

As a garden becomes established, grows or ls altered 1t can be
fasclnating to monlter changes In the blrd populatlon. Results are not
always raplid or encouraging. ’ R -

Joan Wallace wriltes of Beecroft, a well establlshed and busy
suburb of Sydney: '

"Nothlng new happens here despite lots of natlve bushes and
flowers. I’m afrald the blrd population in the area has totally altered
and the variety has diminished sadly. Anyway the garden grows so
perhaps one day some new blrd will run the gauntlet of the reslident
miners.

The Crested Pigeon Is a freguent visltor now and the Indlan mynas
very rarely venture near. They know they are not wanted and dont seenm
to llke the bushy garden that ls emerging now after four years of
planting.”

In bringlng birds to a garden a "bird-attractive®” garden ls
Important. In Isoclatlon though !t may not be enough. I feel that the
importance of a wlder backup, perhaps i{n the form of bushland reserves
connected to gardens by corrldors or massed blrd-attraclve gardens,
cannot be over-emphaslised.

The followlng extract from the 87th R.A.0.U. Congress program ls
an example from New Zealand lllustrating this polnt:



SEASONAL. MOVEMENTS OF TUIS [N RELATION TO CHANGING FOOD
RESQURCES IN HAWKES BAY. NEW ZEALAND.
Hugh A. Robertson

The Tul (Progthemadera nevaeseelandlae) ls the largest of the
three New Zealand honeyeaters. Tuls are wldespread but are typically
birds of lowland native forest, although they also use montane forest
and suburban gardens. Preliminary results of a colour-banding and
radlo-telemetric study of Tuis that breed in a small remnant patch of
native forest show that they make consliderable local movements on a
dlurnal and seasonal basis In search of thelr preferred foods, nectar
and frult.

In New Zealand’s depauperate avifauna, Tuls have a very important
role In pollinatlon and the dlspersal of seeds of some natlive plants.
The strong dependeence In this severely modified region on native
plants during the breeding season and autumn, and on exotlc plants,
particularly flowering Eucalyptus, in suburban gardens In the wlnter,
has highlighted the value of retainlng a network of natlve forest
reserves and amenity planting of food-bearing plants to enhance native
bird populations.

Acacd,
geeky cit\ara-

Qe\c\&\\i Moges.

With over 700 speclies In Australla where to start with Acaclas,
the largest genus In Australia?

Acacias occur In almost every hablitat. In wetter reglons dominated
by eucalypts they occur as part of the understorey. In semi-arid and
arid reglons acaclas such as A. harppophylla (Brigalow) and A. aneura
(Mulga) may replace eucalypts. They may also occur as domlnants on
coastal sand dunes. ' =

They range ln slze from ground covers such as A. amblyaipa (about
25cm) to tall trees such as J. elata. Leaf, or more correctly phyllode,
varlatlon is enormous and flowering periods are ranged throughout the
year.

Thus for gardeners It is posslble to select acaclas well-sulted to
local condltlons. For birds It Is posslble to select a range of acacias
to provide a year round supply of seed.

To birds acaclas offer:

- nesting sites - dense prickly ones such as j. echipnula are
especlally good.

- shelter - acaclas generally grow rapldly providing shelter
rapidly.

- seed for seed eaters - the hard-coated seeds may be taken while
still in the pod (eg Crimson Rosellas, King Parrots, Pled Currawongs)
or fallen seeds may be collected from beneath the bush (Wonga Pigeons,
Brush Bronzewlngs, Pled Currawongs).

- food for lnsect eaters In follage and flowers - acaclas wlth
much divided leaves, such as A. decurrens are sald to be especially
good. In our garden however, I have found that acaclas with simple
phyllodes, such as A. longlfolfa, are just as good. \

- nectar for honeyeaters produced from glands on the leaf rachlis
-A. elata !s an especlllly good nectar producer and blirds such as
Whlte-eared Honeyeaters, Yellow-faced Honeyeaters and Eastern
Splinebills gather to lick the glands.

-~ sap flow - I have noted Lewin’s Honeyeaters comling dally to lick
at the sap flow from bark of A. mearnsil. No doubt there are other such
examples.
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WATTLES

Val Maher, Cranbourne, Vic. writes.....

Acaclas are a great love of mlne. Local specles include jgacla

nelanoxvlon, A. paradoxa (nest site of the Red-browed Flinch), A.
exycedrus, A. lonalfolla, &. mearnsli, A. yerticlllata and A. oxycedrus
x B. lopalfolia (a natural hybrid).

This week the alr Is sweet with A. pearns)i] blossom. The lovely
bright green follage beglns almost at once and Is always dellightful. A.
elata 1s now 10m tall, four years old and will flower ln a week or two
for the flrst time. It ls flanked by two taller eucalypts and together
are good perching spots for many blrds,provlidlng cover and food for
honeyeaters. FEastern Rosellas, Red Wattle Birds, Whlte-plumed
honeyeaters are always gleanlng Insects or feeding on blossoms.
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes land on the tallest treetop, Eastern
Shriketlits rip bark and pry out grubs, whlle Spotted and Striated
Pardalotes feed In outer branches. The Yellow Robln slits on lower
acacla llmbs, eyeing the ground to pounce on a worm or grub. Brown
Thornbllls fllt about the lower limbs before bathing In a large flat
tray of water underneath. ,

I have planted to have wattles flower all year round:

SUMMER FLOWERING
A. elata, A. Buchan blue, A. mearpsil, A. retinodes (almost
all year), A. schlpnoldes.

AUTUMN FLOWERING

W A

A. Implexa, A. fteaphvlla, A. conferta, A. termipnalls.

WINTER FLOWERING
A. drummondii, A. podalvrlifolia, A.beckleri, A.
aculeatlssima, A. alata.
A. aclnea, A. decora, B. ballevalpa, A. boormanll, A.

o . u , A. pravissima, A. decurrens.,
A. floribunda, A. howltil, A. leprosa, A. paradoxa,

Of course flowerlng tlmes overlap and seasons regulate early or
late flowerlng. These specles perform well In the Cranbourne area. We
have deep sandy soll with clay patches and very few frosts.

I am Interested in follage and form because they are permanent
features In a landscape, whereas flowers may be fleetlng. After seeds
have ripened and fallen we are visited by Bronzewing Plgeons, feedling
and moving quletly under the acaclas. *

One other advantage of growlng acaclas Is their ablllty to gather

nitrogen from the soll and make it avallable In a form sultable for -~

other plants to use. Organlic growers plant the low ground cover
varieties in the orchard for this reason. )

"Grow What Where"™ is a handy reference book for chooslng plants
for partlcular areas and positions. (It 1s publlished by the SGAP).

BOOKS AVAILABLE ON WATTLES

. Inez Armitage. Publlished by New South
Wales Region of The Society For Growlng Australjian Plants. Includes
line drawlngs of each of the 195 wattles recognised In NSW plus notes

headed: Identificatlion Features, Descriptlon, F1
Distributlon. e ) i

Marlon Slmmons. Publlshed by Thomas Nelson
Australla. For each specles a line drawlng plus notes headed:
Distributlon, Habitat, Follage, Flowers, Pods, Seeds, Identiflicatlon
and Comnments.

ACACIAS OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. D.J.E. Whibley. Government Printer.
Adelalde 1980.
FIELD GUIDE TO VICTORIAN WATTLES F.J.C. Rogers. Publlshed by the

author.
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Colleen Werner, Kindee, NSW, notes the following bonuses which may
come wlth the bird-attractlve Casuarinas:

“Along the creek here there are some huge examples of Casuarina
, and belng near ralnforest, they are full of eplphytilc
plants. I've noted the followlng alone and I guess that there are more:

Dendroblum teretlifollum, R. speclosum D. gucumerioum.
D. aracilicaule, D. x aracillimum, DR. S
’ spp. plus haresfoot Yerns and a
variety of climblng ferns."

Mistletoes are parasltic plants, tappling Into the vascular system
of the host plant. They are assoclated with a number of genera
includlng Eucalypts, Acaclas, Melaleucas and Casuarinas.

Two rather Interesting mistletoes of Casuarlnas are Needle-leafed
Mistletoe (Amyema cambagel) which ls parasitic on Belah (Casuarina
crlstata) and River Oak (C. cunnlnghamiana) and Slender-leaf Mistletoe
(Amyema linophyllum ssp. orientale) which 1s parasitic on Belah and
Bull Oak ¢C. leuhmannil).

These two mlstletoes have long slender leaves and blend in well
with the casuarlina branchlets.

Mistletoes provide nectar and fruits for birds. Thelir effect on
the health of the host plant, particularly 1f occurring in any number,
may not be good.

Has anyone any observatlons of bird/mistletoe interactlons or any
thoughts regarding the benefits or otherwlise of mistletoes?

NEXT NEWSLETTER
The next newsletter will be In MAY 1987.

Bird of the newsletter wlll be WRENS (Blue Wrens, Varliegated
Wrens, Red-backed Wrens or whatever wrens may occur in your garden).

Plant of the Newsletter will be Hop-bushes, that plants of the
genus Dodonaea.

Any contrlbutlons regardling these or any other matters of interest
are most welcome, ’

Regards, g .
Judy Smith,

44 Hawkins Pde.,
Blaxland 2774.

Tuvenile loaf® ///

Acacua meles onylon- Black woodl



Feeding

This diagram is from "The Wildfowl Trust"™, an educational booklet

produced by the Wildfowl Trust of Britian.
In Australia a similiar pattern occurs. The food resource is partitioned

between species. i
Ausiralian species could be substituted for the British species as:

Cape Barren Goose (White-fronted Goose) Maned Duck (Wigeon)

Pacific Black Duck (Mallard)
Black Swan (Bewick®s Swan)
Australasian Shoveler (Shoveler) /

drey Teal (Teal)
Australian Shelduck (Pintail)
Musk Duck (Tufted Duck)





