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Superb. Blue Wren.
- Malurys cyaneus,

(&eom Colleen \k)ecf\m)'

The tiny wrens, with characteristic cocked tails, move
about In small chattering parties. Wrens are insect-eaters, thelr
powers of flight are weak, and their movements have been aptly
described as “"bouncing hop-searches”.

The parties of wrens usually consist of up to elight brown
birds - the females and young males - and in the breeding season a
strikingly coloured adult male. The mature males of all nine specles of
wrens found in Australia sport brilliant breeding plumage, the shades
of blue, purple and red are gulte amazing, Imposslible to say which Is
the most beautiful - my particular favourite is the red-backed wren.

Following the breeding season the breeding males, apart
from the especially old ones, moult and take on thelr brown eclipse

plumage. In the non-breeding season they are almost indistingulishable
from females and young males.
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The wrens are usually found foraglng in dense thickets and \\\
shrub layers. The constant chattering ls necessary to Keep groups .
together. Perhaps the best known of the wregs ls the Superb Blue Wren.
It occurs about large population centres and has adapted well to
limited clearing. Urban parks and gardens {n which dense areas of
shrubs are Interspersed with clearings are well-liked by Superb Blue
Wrens.

Val Maher, Cranbourne, Vic., describes the local habltat in
which she finds Superb Blue Wrens ....

* In large clumps of bracken, especlally at the base of
eucalypts and prickly titree |s where blue wrens frollc and nest. They
play and chatter in the open tracks we’ve slashed then fllt into
bracken at the nolse of anything approaching. Some males are sportlng a
tinge of blue already. Last year welocated a nest by watching both male

and female alight on the top branch of a young eucalypt about four feet
high - they then hopped zlgzag fashlon down the tree to disappear In
thick reeds and grass at the base. We Kept away until the young had
flown the nest but It was lovely to watch the brilliantly coloured male
bring in a white moth one day, its wings folded back over his head like
a mask. The Superb Blue Wrens come to the back verandah with Yellow
Robins for cheese each morning”®.

The soclial organisation of these blrds ls interestling. The
wrens are territorlal and breedling Is a co-operatlve effort. A
ball-shaped nest of flne grasses woven with rootlets and spider web and
lined with soft material, such as feathers, is wusually placed in dense
shrubs or grasses low to the ground.

Only the dominant male and female birds breed but the
immature birds assist with the feeding of the young. In this way 1f the
season is good and Insects are plengé ul several broods may be produced
in rapid succession. In especiallyJareas and good seasons wrens may
breed all year round. It seems that almost all immature brown blrds are
young males. As young females grow they compete with the dominant
female and are thus drliven out of the territory. Young brown males do
not seem to offer any threat to ;the dominant male and are allowed to
remain.

Another interesting feature of the wrens Is a distraction
display they sometimes perform when a predator, such as a snake, or an
intrusive human, approaches an occupled nest. Known as a "rodent-run®,
the adult wren drops its head and tall and moves with a running galt
making it look like a rodent running away - effectlve but quite a
sight!

At Kindee, N.S.W., Colleen Werner Is fortunate to have
three specles of wrens - the Superb Blue Wren, Varlegated Wren and
Red-backed Wren -~ about her. Colleen notes that they seem to occur In

defined areas :
Qe - bbacked - Yop of hill

\Jo.mesa\'ec\ - o way VP A\

Su?QC\D RQuve Ween - creek floks and \ower

Colleen further notes that, along w!th Double-barred Eﬁo(

Flnches, they nest in the cockspur thorn,
"A very wise choice as
cockspur Is a revolting bush/ climber

which has very nasty thorns®.

Around Blaxland we have both Superb Blue and Variegated
Wrens. Usually, Superb Blue Wrens are sald to be much less shy and
amenable to urbanlisatlon than Varlegated Wrens. Here, however, the
Varlegated Wrens are frequent, lnqulslitlive vlisitors and the Superb Blue
Wrens a rare occurrence.

If wrens are to be attracted to gardens/ parks, rather than
recommend a partlcular wren-attractive plant specles 1t would be better
to recommend a particular type of plant structure. Areas planted with
massed clumps of dense shrubs will be attractive to wrens, providing
food, shelter and nestlng sites. There are many specles of dense,
sometimes prickly species from which to choose. Superb Blue Wrens will
be even happler if shrubs are interspersed with cleared areas.
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BIRD-ATTRACTIVE GROUND COVERS
from Val Maher, Cranbourne, Victorla......

“Brachysema forms an easy ground cover here 1n heavyish solil
and Is bird attracting, so is Kennedla prostrata (natlve to .this area)
and I’ve had an area 3m by 3m covered by Grevillea ’Poorinda Fanfare’.
The so-called prostrate Acaclias are not so ground hugging but manage
with only rainfall.”

Can you add any further bird-attractive ground covers and
perhaps notes about thelr hardlness, conditions they like, slze and so
on?

BEETLE VISITORS TO ANGOPHORA FLOWERS
The following information is derived from “Beetle Visitors
to Flowers of Angophora hispida (Sm.) D. Blaxzell (Myrtaceae) and sonme

other Angophoras in the Sydney Reglon”®, Webb, G.A., 1987 in Augtrallan
Zooloalst: Vol 23, No. 4 :- .

Forty-one specles of beetles were recorded from the flowers
of Angophora hispida, A. bakeri and A. floribunda. Apart from beetles
ants, bees, flles, wasps, butterflles and grasshoppers, as well as
vertebrates such as blrds and bats, have been recorded visitling
Angophora flowers. It Is clear that not only birds, but a diverse fauna
|s assocliated with Angophora flowers. It remalns largely uncertaln to
what extent these groups contribute to pollination.

The flowers of A. hispida are large and open, thus are
readlly accessible to beetles. Flowers of A. floribunda and A. bakeri
are smaller but also open. Each of the Angophoras produce copious
amounts of nectar. Only A. bakeri and A. floribunda produce sizeable
amounts of pollen. Thus A. hlspida may attract primarily nectar seeklng

insects and A. paker!l and A. floribunda both nectar and pollen seeking
insects.

ARTIFICIAL NEST BOX SUCCESS

] Tony Vincent, Inglewood, S.A. has had considerable success
with artificial nesting boxes. Tony attributes this success mainly to
the scarcity of natural nesting sites around. As an example Tony notes

“In one tall Eucalyptus baxzter| I had one horizontal nest
at 20 feet, another vertical at about the same height and another

horizontal log at about 32 feet above ground. The following happened:-

1) Lower nest was lmmedlately taken over by a palr of Wood
Ducks who after about two or three weeks lald and began calllng It
home. However, Laughing Kockaburras soon commandeered it and evicted
the shyer ducks and their €ggs.

2) Kookaburras became new tennants.

3) Not giving up the Wood Ducks re-established in the log
12 feet above, this tlme hatching at least one young who unfortunately
fell from the nest at about two to three weeks.

4) While all this was going on two pairs of Adelalide
Rosellas were fightling over the vertical log. Surprisingly these birds
seemed the shyest and no young were ralsed. They also encountered early
competition with Starlings and appeared baffled by the Starlings’
cunning and brashness.

Unfortunatley towards the end of thls time I had a
contractor in moving 000’s of tons of earth nearby so condltlons were
not conduicive. I was surprised by the Wood Ducks who I belleved to be
very timld. However, thls particular tree lis only 20 feet from the back
door and the Wood Ducks appeared relatively at ease. Since then I have
bullt further large boxes (logs) based on these and placed them further
from the house near the dam. I’m lookling forward to next season.
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As regards dlmensions etc. of nestling boxes:-

The Kookaburras and Wood Ducks logs were about 3-3.5 feet
long and I hollowed them all out to about 10in inside. One end was
covered with slats of 4in by lin jarrah. i

After winching Iinto position I attached them to the
underside of stout horizontal branches with steel strapping which I
painted to reduce glare/shine. I plicked the underside to make it harder
for possums.

On reflection I feel the next ones I bulld may have a snmall
S50mm llp at the openlng to stop young fledglings from rolling/falllng
out. All nests faced away from prevailing weather and were shaded.

I found the Wood Ducks, because of their bulk preferred a
dead branch nearby to the opening from which they could first perch,
steady themselves and then enter the box with a short glide rather than
approach direct and try to reduce speed and attempt the difficult (duck
your head) 10in opening.

The Rosellas, whilst they had a good look at the larger
logs, preferred vertlcal hollow branches. These were about 100-120mnm
Inslde dlameter and about 500mm long. Rather than just have the end
open as the opening I put an angled timber roof over the top and made
an openining about 70-80mm down from the top.

Since these boxes I have made smaller boxes for pardalotes
which have from time to time used a small notch in a tree as a nest.
These designs are based on George Adams’ design and I am looking
forward to the next season.

I mentloned earlier about lack of natural nesting sites.
This was brought home to me one day when I noticed a palr of Wood Ducks
frantlically attempting to galn access to one of the Rosella nest boxes
- what frustration and desperation. As we have up to 36 Wood Ducks at a
time in or around the dam It makes you want to just spend your time
knocking up more boxes."

( = NUS DODON

It is hard to keep up with the continual taxonomlc changes
taking place In the Australlan flora. The DODONEAS were revised in 1984
- there are currently 68 recognised species of Dodoneas, 59 of which
are endemic to Australia.

The hop-bushes are woody perennials occuring over a variety
of natural habltats. The following examples 1llustrate just how diverse
these natural hablitats are:-

gpecles Natural Habltat
Rodonea viscosa Coastal, often on sand dunes
D. triguetra Dry and wet sclerophyll forest
D. b hyl Mallee shrubland
R. procumbepns Open woodland In flat, low-lying
often waterlogged areas
D. polyzyvga Skeletal solls on rocky slopes
D. petlolaris Gibber plalns of arid and semi-arid
§ areas

Most Dodoneas are shrubs 1-2m hlgh but there s variatlon
dependlng on the speclies and also condlitlions under which the specles
are grown. One, D. humifusa, is a prostrate shrub less than 10cm high.
R. vilscosa may grow in a tree-like fashion to 8m.

It Is the Dodonea frults, the "hops®, rather than the
flowers, which provide food for birds. Flowers are generally
Ilnconsplcuous and short 1lved. The frults are dry, three-w!nged
capsules, varying in shape between species. Fruits may take up to 12
months to mature and often change from green to brilliant red or shades
of pink and purple as they mature, thus providing a spectacular show.
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The fruits of several species of Dodonea were discovered by
early European settlers who used them as a basls for home brews - hence
the name “hop bushes®”. In our garden the hops have only been discovered
by Crimson Rosellas and posslbly Spotted Turtledoves. The Crimson
Rosellas are very fond of the immature fruits of D. triquetra. The
Turtledoves spend tlme beneath the bushes but I am not certain If they
are actually feeding on the fallen hops. Wonga Pigeons are said to
enjoy fallen hops.

1 have no other records of blrds feeding at Dodonea frults
- possibly because Dodoneas are seldom grown ln gardens. If you can add
any observations of birds using Dodoneas = either in gardens or in the
bush - they would be much appreciated. . -

Dodoneas desecve a place in the garden. Under well-drained:
conditions they are reported to be very hardy - D. trlguetra certalnly
is. They are easily propagated from cuttings or seeds. Fruit colour
varles withln species. If highly coloured fruits are desired then
cuttings should be taken from a parent plant with well coloured frults.

. , D. £1l1lfelia and D. lotricata are hardy with coloured
frults. The Dodoneas normally have male and female flowers oa separate
plants so that plants of both sexes are required 1f fertile fruits are
to be set. 5 )

The Dodoneas show considerable variation In foliage form.
Some are simple leaved. Others, such as D. boroniifolia, with its red
to purple-pink fruits, have much divided leaves and are well worth
growing on account of thelr foliage alone. In some specles, for
example, D. caespltosa, the internodes are very short and the leaves
appear to be clustered at the nodes. In D. filiformls the leaves are so
close to each other that they overlap and obscure the branches. The
Dodoneas, especially thase with divlided leaves, should be a source of
insect food.

A number of Dodoneas including D. anqustissima and D.
boroniifolla are recommended as screen plants. Specles such as these
would provide valuable dense shelter for birds. :

Dodoraes +v1queﬁvs

(_ Cooen  (o\leen
\Nevner>



BIRDS IN BRITAIN

The following Is extracted from “Garden Dining Rooms
Feeding Blrds In Britaln®, by David Glue in Country Life, September 1,
1983: -

"So often today the discernining traveller will chance
across eye-catching cases of habitat deterioration and destruction -
hedgerows grubbed up, scrub cleared, woods felled, wet pasture drained,
heaths 'improved’ - all to the general detriment of our birds and other
forms of wildlife. In marked contrast, one habitat continues to expand
and flourish, literally on the doorstep - our own gardens. Few
appreciate their biologlcal importance and extent. 3s a resource for
food, nest sltes and shelter for birds they are much underrated. If
combined they would cover an area twice that of all our local and
natlonal nature reserves.

The British public have long been aware of the extra need
of our birds for food and water in cold weather. The practlce of
putting out foodstuffs In gardens at such times has grown considerably
In recent decades through requests to help issued by the press, radlo
and television. However, it was still a surprise to learn the scale of
feeding when the British Trust for Ornithology questlioned a sample of
householders in 1968, One in ten of the owners sald they bought food
for thelr birds, while 50% put out scraps on a casual basis. With over
14 million homes in Britaln, thousands of tons of peanuts, wild blird
seed and scraps are being provlided each winter."

NEXT NEWSLETTER

My apologies for thls yvery late newsletter. The next
newsletter will be in SEPTEMBER - hoping it will be on time.

Has anyone any requests for birds or plants of the
Newsletter?

The plant of the September newsletter will be the Rlver Red
Gum Eucalyptus camaldulensig. It ls unlikely that anyone has these
lovley inland trees growing in thelr gardens but perhaps you might have
observed birds In them In your travels.

The blrd of the newsletter will be the RED WATTLEBIRD.

Any contrlbutions about these or any other matters are most
welcome,
Judy Smith
44 Hawkins Pde.,
Blaxland. 2774.
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ATS are often despised in
North-America. But in
many parts ol Europe,
people are fond of the
animals—so much so
that, fTor more than a cen-
tury, government and privatc or-
ganizations have been building
houses for them. In England, as
many as 10,000 bat boxes have
been placed in public forests since
the 1930s. Now, in North America,
the image of these diminutive flyers
finally seems to be improving. At
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pects aré worsening. Result: an in-
creasing number of people in the
New World are following the Euro-.
peans' lead—putting up boxes de-
signed to give bats a roosting haven.

Recently, in fact, bat experts in
the United States have dcvised a
~amber ol new box designs, includ-

,.the one opposite, for crevice-
_roosting specics of North America.
“The plans, which home carpenters
can lollow, are intended to simu-
latc natural conditions so well that
bats "will move in and begin breeding.

As with birdhouses, though. tenants

- usually don't arrive overnight. Somwe

houses may remain emply lor a year or

« lwo. Some may ngver be occupicd. At

-

“your neighbors don't have one.”

the very least, says bat expert Merlin
Tuttle of the Milwaukee Public
Muscum, "You'll have an excellent
convirsation picee. It's very likely that

Why have a bat house at all? For one
thing, the animals are lar more appeal-

..ing than most people imagine. Bats are

not dirty, and, contrary to popular bu-
liel, they almost never transmit rabics.
They are gentle and intelligent, Tuttle

says, and as the only major predators of

36

Buiid Your

For the yard that has everything: "
a homemade nursery filled.with flying mamma

A small hox (above) offers a haven for
individual bats. But a larger house
(plans, right) can host an entire coluny.
Bat houses, long popular in Britain,
seem to be catching on in North America,

night-lying insccts, they help people.
By putting up a house, you will also be
doing a good deed lor conservation, Al-
though ncarly one-quarter ol the
world's mammal species are bats, bat
numters are dwindling rapidly. Forest
management, wetland drainage, ag-
ricultural chemicals and spelunking—
along with insccticides, lungicides and

preservatives  applicd to human

S
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houses—have destroyed traditional

habitats.

The house shown here can hold a
nursery colony of as many as 100
bats.” It was developed by Mark
HodgKins, a:member of Bat Con- -
servation International (ICD), &
‘membership organization that
works to enlighten humans about
bats. The materials, which should
include rough wood free of preser-
vatives, cost between $55 and $90
depending on the size of the house
you build. For more information on
building bat houses, write BCIL, ¢fo
Brackenridge Ficld Lab., Univ. ol
Texas, Austin, TX 78712, U.S.A.

To make the house more enticing
{o bats, it should be located withing
quarier-mile of a stream or pond,
and it should be secured 12 or 15
feet above ground. In northern re-
gions especially, - the box should
face south, away from the wind.

If you're lucky, a colony ol adult
females will begin congregating in
late spring, with young born in Junc

or July. Bats rarely produce more
than one olfspring every year—i reason
why they are slow to adapt to changes in
habitat. The mother suckles her baby
day and night for three weeks, ocea-
sionally leaving the roost for food, Alter
about three weeks, the young leam to
Ty: they are fully weaned afier live
weeks, Depending on the specics, the
roost may remain [ully occeupicd until
autumn. At other times of the year, you
might lind smaller colonies composed
ol males or females. & - L

To see whether your house is suceess-
ful, simply shine a Nashlight through the
open bottom during the daytitie, and
you may sce bats hanging fron the box's
ceiling.—Jay Heinrichs
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