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CANC-CANC COCKATOOS 

A s m a l l  s la te-grey cockatoo k i t h  loads of personali ty.  Males have 
a b r igh t  orange-red head and a wispy c r e s t ,  females and young b i rds  
a grey head. Young maks  do not assume f u l l  adul t  plumage u n t i l  
t h e  end of t h e i r  t h i r d  or four th  year.  The fea the r s  of the  underparts 
a r e  edged k i t h  grey,  white, or  salmon pink giving a somewhat 
banded appearance. The ba r r ing  is m r e  prominent i n  female and young 
b i rds .  

Gang-gangs a r e  confined t o  south-eastern Ausbralia, being 
l a rge ly  b i r d s  of higher, colder a l t i t u d e s .  Whilst common i n  the Blue 
Kountains, f o r  example, they a r e  r a re ly  seen i n  the  Sydney d i s t r i c t .  
Late last century and ear ly  t h i s  one they here col lec ted a t  King 
Island and r.ere known t o  v i s i t  nor them Tasmania. However, they 
have s ince  disappeared from these  more southerly areas.  Oang-gangs 
were introduced t o  Kangaroo Island i n  1947 and 1857, some b i rds  
survive but a r e  only r a r e l y  reported. 

Outk.ardly, t h e  movements of Gang-gangs appear e r r a t i c .  It has 
been postulated t h a t  they move from forested areas  t o  more open wood- 
land or  t o ~ n s  and farms, or  t h a t  they move from higher t o  loirer 
a l t i t u d e s  i n  \ , in ter .  Ho~:ever, a t  l e a s t  some birdsremain i n  the  
colder climes of a reas  such at3 the  Upper Blue Mountains and Thredbo 
i n  the  southern a l p s  of N.S.W. over h inter .  Perhaps they just  follow 
the  tucker.  When food is  avai lable  they tend t o  jus t  turn  up 
out of the blue ,  a f lock of 60 b i rds  bas once recoied near 
Canberra feeding i n  Hak,thorn t r e e s .  When t h e  food supply is ex- 
hausted they qu i t  the  area. During the  breeding season they tend t o  
move i n  pa i r s  or family groups ra the r  than flocks.  



Their  personal i ty  i s  perhaps a combinedresult of t h e i r  voice  and 
feeding hab i t s .  Often a tlcre&y door" screech and a r a i n  of 
d e b r i s  from overhead e i r  presence. ~ang-gangs' d i e t  c o n s i s t s  
l a r g e l y  of seeds k,ith some insec t  la rvae  a l s o  taken. Seeds a r e  co l l ec t ed  
from t r e e s  r a t h e r  than on t h e  ground and they a r e  most adept a t  
c lu tching  a c l u s t e r  of seeds i n  a foot  whi ls t  t e a r i n g  them apa r t  
h i t h  t h e i r  beak. In t h e  Blue Mountains seeds of Black Ash ( ~ u c a l y p t u s  
s i e b e r i )  and Sydney Peppermints (E. p i p e r i t a )  a r e  f avour i t e s  along x i t h  
i n t r d u c d  plants such as Cotoneasters  and Haurtliorn (~ratageua monogyna) . 
Gang-gangs have a l s o  been recorded (both i n  the Blue Mountaine and 
elsewhere) t ak ing  s o d a  of Snow Gums (E. pauc i f lo ra ) ,  Red Stringybark 
(E. macrohyncha) , Scribbly Cum ((E. r o s s i i )  , Acaaia armata, Homan p ines  
( ~ u p r e s s u s  sernpervirens) , Dwarf Apple (~ngophora  eord i fo l i a )  , Christmas 
Bush (Cerat opetalum -if erum) , Narrow-loaf S t r i w b a r k  (E, oblonga) and 
Conestick ( ~ e t r o p h i l e  pulchel la )  . 

Nests a r e  b u i l t  i n  a l a rge  hollow, high i n  a eucalypt ,  o f t en  
near water. The hollow may be enlarged by chewing at t h e  s i d e s .  Eggs 
a r e  l a i d  between October and January. 
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A NOTE ON THE FEEDING BEHAVIOUR OF GANG-GANG COCKATOOS 

ROBIN BUCHAMAN 

In eatly March 19B4 a f lock of five Gang-gang Cockatoos Cellocephalon fimbrbtumvisiled 
Mt Kuring-gai in the northernoutskirts of Sydney, NSW. During their stay of about aweakand a 
half they were seen many t~mesfaeding on the seeds of Cone Stick Petrophilepulchella, one of 
'the most common understorey shrubs in dry schlerophyll forest in the area. 

Perched birds reached out and severed the upper part of a branch with a single bite. The 
brancheswere up to4 mm in diameter and were bitten off as muchas 80 mm below the 20-30 
mrn cone-like fru~t. The severed branch was held with one foot and the fruit removed with a 
single bite. The branch was then dropped and the woody fruit held with one foot while it was 
broken into with the beak. Fragments~f fruit (some containing several seeds) or isolated seeds 
were allowed to fell to the ground. The ontire operation, from branch selection ta the fall of the 
final fragment, took approximately 1-1.5 minutes. 

Normally the dropped seed would be wasted as the leaf-litter on the forest floor is  
unsuitable for seedling establishment. In this instance the birds fed extensively along the edges 
of disused vehicular tracks. The weight of the Gang-gang Cockaloas bent the tell spindly Cone 
Sticks up to a metre across the bere sail of these lrscks. Within a distance of 30 m along one 
track I found three parches, measuring approximatsly 1-2.5 m K 1 m. of severed Cone Stick 
branches, shredded fruit and seed. Each patch contained several lens d seeds. By late April 
over a dozen s o ~ d s  had germinatedbut seed encased in Ihefrr~it was stlll dorrnant.Ths feeding 
behevlour of the Gang-gang Cockatoos has thus hastened the rehabilitation of the track edge as 
tone Stick seed i s  usually only sparingly shed (pers. obs.) between bushfires. 

Ralph Atchison, North Rockhampton, Qld., wri tes . .  . 

Here i n  t he  t r o p i c s  I have found t h a t  a constant  supply of water 
is  a g rea t  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  many d i f f e r e n t  types  of b i r d s ,  e spec ia l ly  
t h e  gardens r e s iden t  populat ion of honeyeaters ( ~ e w i n ' s  , White-throated, 
Brohn and ~ u s t y ) ,  hho a r e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  garden every day. We have 
many o ther  spec ies  as v i s i t o r s  but  t h e s e  fou r  a r e  permanent a t t r a c t i o n s .  

Therefore,  I have placed man,, d i f f e r e n t  types  of b i r d  ba ths  
throughout t h e  garden, t hese  ba ths  have t o  be cons tant ly  emptied and 
cleaned,  not only t o  keep t h e  \ .ha ter  c lean  but  t o  s t o p  mosquitoes breeding 
i n  them. They can become f u l l  of Krigglers  i n  only a fei. days. Recently 
1 have noticed t h a t  a l a r g e  b i rdbath  ( 4 m  i n  diameter  s loping  t o  
about 150mm) never has any problem 1;ith mosquito la rvae .  This  b i rdbath  
always has a few eucalypt leaves i n  i t ,  t h e  o thers  t h a t  a r e  a 
problem a r e  not s i t e d  where eucalypt leaves f a l l  i n  them. Because of t h e  
l a rge  s i z e  t h e  water i n  t h e  b a t h  never becomes stagnant  but it i s  only 
emptied once every t h r e e  weeks or  so ;  it appears t h a t  t h e  o i l  i n  t h e  
leaves  r epe l s  t h e  mosquitoes. 

Have any o ther  members of t h e  group observed t h i s  e f f e c t  of 
eucalypt leaves i n  t h e i r  b i rdbaths?  



Judy Wooduard , Baulkham H i l l s ,  recommends t h e  b i r d  display 
a t  t h e  Australian Museum i n  Sydney.. . , . . 

Along one v a l l  bas a case containing s tuffed native bi rds .  
I f  you pressed a pa r t i cu la r  button a l i g h t  would shine next t o  
a bird and its c a l l  would be heard. This b.as pa r t i cu la r ly  helpful  
t o  me because at long last I was able  t o  see ~ .h ich  b i rds  made 
a l l  those noises I hear khen I bander i n  the  bush. Another 

fea tu re  ma the  museum attendant hho kept up a melodious 
L i thout  the press of a button. warble 

BIRD CALLS 

There a r e  a number of tapes avai lable  commercially of b i rd  
and mammal, and f rog,  c a l l s .  One of the  more reoent publioations 
is @@What Bird C a l l  is That?", compiled by T.R. Lindsey and published 
by Angus and Robertson. 1987. @What Bird Call is That?" comprises 
two casse t t es  plus a bpoklet. Has anyone used a.qy such tapes? 
I f  so ,  perhaps you might be able  t o  recommend or  comment on par t icular  
tapes  f o r  us.  

BIRD ATTRACTIVE PLANTS TO REC-ND 

Attached t o  t h e  newsletter  is a summary of t h e  information 
provided by f i v e  of our members, The information is mrvelloura and 
extremely in te res t ing  - it covers gardens which a r e  located i n  t h e  
semi-arid region, i n  coas ta l  Victor ia  , i n  a ra in fores t  i n  N.S.W. 
and a fur the r  one i n  Tasmania. Thankyou Norm Bone, Colleen Werner, 
Anne Green, Jos ie  Badloff and Jan P a r r i s  who supplied information 
on behalf of Ka,y Geeves. Thanks a l s o  t o  a l l  others who have contrib- 
uted - fu r the r  information w i l l  be incluied i n  f u t u t e  newsletters. 

The next newsletter  is due i n  September and it is hoped it w i l l  
eventuate on time ( ~ p o l o g i e s  again f o r  running l a t e ) .  

The Bird of t h e  newsletter  w i l l  be 'the Australian Magpie and 
t h e  plant w i l l  be t h e  Eremophila which spaoe d id  not allow t o  fit in to  
t h e  current newsletter. Perhaps you can contribute observatiors of 
e i t h e r  ofthese f o r  t h e  newsletter? Next newsletter  I a l so  plan t o  
inalude more of members notes on bi rd  a t t r a c t i v e  plants  t o  reoomend, 
this  next time looking at plants recommended f o r  gardens i n  t h e  m n e y  
and Blue Mountains area. If you would s t i l l  l i k e  to suggest good 
bi rd-a t t ract ive  plants f o r  particular areas  o r  s i tua t ions  - please do- 
t h e  more comprehensive t h e  l is t  t h e  be t t e r .  

If myonewould l ike  t o  take on the job of study group leadep, 
o r  would l i k e  t o  a e a i s t  with t h e  job I would be pleased t o  hear from 
you. Final ly ,  a red t i c k  at t h e  f ron t  of t h e  newsletter  means tha t  
your subscrip%ion rsneb~al ($3.00) is now due. 



Barren Grounds 

Programme of Special Courses' 
SPRING - SUMMER 1989- - - 

ADDRESS THEWARDENS 
(MI& Brainwell& Jacqui SmtU 
BARREN GROUNDS - 
BIRD OBSERVATORY 
PO. Box 3, Jamberm, NSW 2533 

PHONE: (042) 36 0195 
WEEKEND BLOCK 803KINGS: $7B per penon, fully atered for 2 days. 
C4SUAL VISITS. $39 wr day fully catered. ($35 RAOU). F24 per day 

chrldren dlh 
SPECIAL COURSES: a discount of $8 per day on all courses for RACIu 

members 

The Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union operates four Mrd 
ob#natorier Wse are fwld centres. open to all, run by mped raridant 
wardms and aikratpd in areas 01 ercltptionaX e m i r o m n b l  i*mt An 

oWer fullyetem! a c c w n m m  bufh for the 'mwP visitor and for thm 
attend~ng the special comes odned in this p r o p m y  The aimosphen 
is ahrays friend@ and irrtomral. and beginners are especally weltome on 

most courser Write and ask for a brochure. 

COME ALONG AND LEARN A LITTLE ABOUT AUSTRALIm j 
UNIQUE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT - WITH THE E X m '  : 

I BARREN GROUNDS COURSES 1 
Special Courses 

Commence evening of the first day (meal at 8pm), wn~lude the 
aftermn of the IasL There is a dixaunt of %8 per m r s e  for RAOU 
members 

Weekend Group Bookings 
$78 per person, fully-indusive for two days (half tuition $86, full 

tuition $96) minimum 10, maximum 16 persons. 

Casual Visits . 
$39 per day fully catered and early mrning bird walk or banding 

($35 RAOU members), 324 children under 16 

Vegetarian Cookery 
Leader: Jacqui Scott Cost $95 
D a t ~  19-20 August 1989 RAOU 588 

Trying to cut down on meat and saturated fats? Don't know what 
prepare if a vqetarian is coming to dinre? This prat iwl weekend 

wl l  cover how to easily create nutritionally balanced vegetariar! meals 
and provide you with recipes using inexpensive, seamnal prduce. A 
lwk at the Pr~tiirin diet Middie Eastern, lndian and European dish& 
To complement the feasting there will be lashings of fresh air and 
relaxing walks. This course is an investment in your health -your most 
precious asset 

Seabird and Waterfowl 
Leader: Lindsay Smith Cost $120 
Dates 25-27 August 1989 - . ' RAOU; $110 

A practical weekend looking at birds of ocean, coast and wetlands 
This is the time of the year when albatrosses, prions, petrels and 
shearwaters come near to Australian shores We shall be spnding 
Sunday at sea on the Sandra K lwking at  seabirds in closeup. The 
mst of this !rip is included in the muem flee. On Saturday we will be 
visiting wetlarid and coasial habitats Lindsay is a waterbird's expert 
wi!h a wealth of intormation to share, 

Spring Comes to Barren Grounds 
Leaders Mick & Jacqui Cwt $96 
Dates: 1-3 September 1989 RAOU: $88 

A weekend looking at birds, wildflowers and mammals at the start 
of spring This is the season when heathland plants come into Rower 
and birds cmtrnence breeding Come and join a small friendly group 
for a variety of activities - bird banding nest searching spotliiting, 
flower-gating and walking Help us celebrate o u r  first anniversary as 
wardens. 

Botany for Beginners 
Leader: Brian Copeland Cost $96 
Dates 15-17 September 1989 - RAOU: $88 

An introduction to the fascinating world of plants Your chance to 
learn about the bask biology and terminolm of plants which o n  be 
confusing for the beginner. Brian is an experienced teacher who will 
show you how to use plant keys effectively and how $ identify s ~ m e  
of the major families of Australian plants. There will ke plenty o? time 
tor relaxing walks a m & ?  the beautiful heath wildflowers 

BARREN GROUNDS COURSES 1 
Wildflowers of Barren Grounds 
Leaders; Oenk  Black & Leo Cady Cost: $128 
htes 29 Sept - 2 Oct 1989 (long weekend) RAOU: $116 

The springtime wildflower display is at its peak now. This Cdurse 
will be a pract~cal look at Barren Grcunds flora through theeyesof two 
local, noted botanists Leo will h teaching about and searching for 
orchids (Barren Grounds has 50 species of orchldsb and Denise has 
already led a number of successful wildflower weekends. There will 
also be plenty of time to enjoy the coloun and scents of spring 

Nests & Territories 
Leader: Graham Alcom Cost. $96 
Dates: 13-15 October 1989 RAOU: $88 

A great opportunity to learn from an expert abut how and wbere 
to find nests and how to Interpret clues from Me behaviwr of breeding 
birds Participants will be able to observe nest act~v~ty with the use of 
hidesand alw help with territory mapping for the endangered Eastern 
Bristlebird. A highlight of the weekend will be Graham reciting %me 
of his humrous avian poetry. Not to be m i d  

The Wicked Ways of Wrens 
Leader: Raoul ~u lder -  Cost: $96 
Dates 27-29 October 1989 RAOU: $88 

Ever wanted to know about the intimate secrets of a wren? All we - 
are willing to say is that there is plenty uf sex and xandal! Raoul, 
presently studying these amazing birds In Barren Grwndr will expose 
a l l  The weekend will include observing behaviour of colour-barded 
wren% watching feeding at nest and attempting to band the three 
species of wrens in Barren Grounds - including the rare Southern Emu- 
wen. Plenty of fun and laughs! 

Slithers by Day, Croaks by Night 
Leader: Ross Bennett Cost f 96 
Dates: 10-12 November 1989 RAOU: $88 

You chance to cuddle a diamond python! Ross is a herpetolcrgist 
working with the ACT Comervation Service He will be bringing al3;lg 
some of his own snakes and leading a fascinattng weekend search~ng 
for reptilian residents of aarren Grounds We will also be foraeing for 
frc@ by night Ross's wealth of knowledge and ouzo~ng personal~ty 
ensure a very memorable weekend. 

Birds for Beginners 
Leaders: Mick & Jacqui Cost: $96 
Dates 2426  November 1989 RAOU: $88 

A course which offers a practical  in^^ to the world of birds 
for those who want to make a start at bird-watching Learn how to 
identify the malor groups of birds. including those 'little brown birds" - w~th  a CIOW 1mk at m e  by mist-nett~ng and banding. Find sut 
a b t  field guides and binotulars This is the time of year when birds 
are very vocal, and are nesting - a great time to be b~rdwatching. 
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