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GANG-GANG COCKATOOS

Asmall slate-grey cockatoo with loads of personality. Males have
a bright orange-red head and a wispy crest, females and young birds
a grey head. Young males do not assume rfull adult plumage until
the end of their third or fourth year. The feathers of the underparts
are edged with grey, white, or salmon pink giving a somewhat
banded appearance., The barring is m re prominent in female and young
birds.

Gang-gangs are confined to south-eastern Australia, being
largely birds of higher, colder altitudes. Whilst common in the Blue
Mountains, for example, they are rarely seen in the Sydney district.
Late last century and early this one they were collected at King
Island and vwere known to visit northertn Tasmania. However, they
have since disappeared from these more southerly areas. Qang-gangs
were introduced to Kangaroo Island in 1947 and 1857, some Dbirds
survive but are only rarely reported.

Outvardly, the movements of Gang-gangs appear erratic. It has
been. postulated that +they move from forested areas to more open woode-
land or towns and farms, or +that they move from higher to 1lower
altitudes in winter.. However, at 1least some birdsremain in the
colder climes of areas such as the Upper Blue Mountains and Thredbo
in the southern alps of N.S.W. over winter. Perhaps they just follow
the tucker. When food is available they tend to just turn up
out of the blue, a flock of 60 birds was once recofed near
Cenberra feeding in Hawthorn 1irees. When the food supply is ex-
hausted they quit +the area. During the breeding season they tend +to
move in pairs or family groups rather than flocks.
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. Their personality is perhaps a combinedres ir )
feeding habits. Often s gratin "‘creaky doort s:rzizhOfan;he;I :Oige ?nd
debris from overhead announces their presence. Gang-gangs' diet co:sistO
largely of seeds with some insect larvae also taken. Seeds are colls ted
from ?rees rather than on +the ground and they are most adept at sere
c}utchlng‘ a cluster of seeds in a foot whilst tearing them apart
vith their beak. In the Blue Mountains seeds of Black Ash (Eucalyptus
sieberi) and Sydney Peppermints (E. piperita) are favourites along zith
introduced plants such as Cotoneasters and Hawthorn (Cratageus monogyn )
Gang-gangs have also been recorded (both in the Blue Mountains gzn; )
elsewhere) taking seeds of Snow Gums (E. pauciflora), Red Stringybark
(E. macrohyncha), Scribbly Gum (E. rossii), Acacia armata, Roman pines
éﬁ:ﬁr?zzistsemgeivirens),erarg Apple (Angophora cordifolia), Christmas

atopetalum gummiferum N . i }
Conestick (Petrophilg pulchellai. RETTISHE  SRSRREAARN (. thiiiga] s

Nests are built in a large hollow, high in a eucalypt, often

near wvater. The hollow may be enlarged b, chewing at i
are laid between October and January. 1 SR P 2 Sldess fees
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A NOTE ON THE FEEDING BEHAVIOUR OF GANG-GANG COCKATOOS

ROBIN BUCHANARN

In early March 1984 a flock of five Gang-gang Cockatoos Callocephalon fimbriatum visited
Mt Kuring-gai in the northern outskirts of Sydney, NSW. During their stay of about a week anda
half they were seen many times feeding on the seeds of Cone Stick Petrophile pulchella, one of
‘the most common understorey shrubs in dry schlerophyll forest in the area.

Perched birds reached out and severed the upper part of a branch with a single bite. The
branches were up to 4 mm in diameter and were bitten off as much as 80 mm betow the 20-30
mm cone-like fruit. The severed branch was held with one foot and the fruit removed with a
single bite. The branch was then dropped and the woody fruit held with one foot while it was
broken into with the beak. Fragments of fruit (some containing several seeds) or isalated seeds
were allowed to fall to the ground. The entire operation, from branch selection to the fall of the
fina! fragment, took approximately 1-1.5 minutes.

Normally the dropped seed would be wasted as the leaf-litter on the forest floor is
unsuitable for seedling establishment. In thisinstance the birds fed extensively along the edges
of disused vehicular tracks. The weight of the Gang-gang Cockatoos bent the tall spindly Cone
Sticks up to a metre across the bare soil of these tracks. Within a distance of 30 m along one
track | found three patches, measuring approximately 1-25 m x 1 m, of severed Cone Stick
branches, shredded fruit and seed. Each patch contained several tens of seeds. By late April
over a dozen seeds had germinated but seed encasedin the fruit was still dormant. The feeding
behaviour of the Gang-gang Cockatoos has thus hastened the rehabilitation of the track edge as
Cone Stick seed is usually only sparingly shed (pers. obs.) between bushfires.

Ralph Atchison, North Rockhampton, Qld., writes...

Here in the tropics I have found that a constant supply of water
is a great attraction for many different types of birds, especially
the gardens resident population of honeyeaters (Lewin's, White—throated,
Brown and Dusty), who are active in the garden every day. We have
many other species as visitors but these four are permanent attractions.
Therefore, I have placed many different {ypes of bird baths
throughout the garden, these baths have to be constantly emptied and
cleaned, not only to keep the wwater clean but to stop mosquitoes breeding
in them. They can become full of wrigglers in only a few days. Recently
I have noticed that a large birdbath (4m in diameter sloping +to
about 150mm) never has any problem with mosquito larvae. This birdbath
always has a few eucalypt leaves in it, the others +that are a
problem are not sited where eucalypt leaves fall in them. Because of the
large size the water in the bath never becomes stagnant but it is only
emptied once every three weeks or so; it appears +that the oil in +1he
leaves repels the mosquitoes.

Have any other members of the group observed this effect of
eucalypt leaves in their birdbaths?
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Judy Woodward, Baulkham Hills, recommends the bird display
at the Australian Museum in Sydneyeces..

Along ome vall vas a case containing stuffed native bimds.
If you pressed a particular button & light would shine next to
a bird and its call would be heard. This was particularly helpful
to me because at long 1last I was able to see which birds made
all those noises I hear when I wander in the bush. Another

interesti feature was the museum attendant who kept up a melodious
warble vithout the press of a button.
BIRD CALLS

There are a number of <tapes available commercially of bird
and mammal, and frog, calls. One of the more recent publications
is "What Bird Call is That?", compiled by T.R. Lindsey and published
by Angus and Robertson. 1987. "What Bird Call is That?" comprises
two cassettes plus a Looklet. Has anyone used any such tapes?
If so, perhaps you might be able to recommend or comment on particular
tapes for us.

BIRD ATTRACTIVE PLANTS TO RECOMMEND

Attached to the mnewsletter is a summary of the information
provided by five of our members. The information is marvellous and
extremely interesting — it covers gardens which are located in the
semi-arid region, in coastal Vietoria , in a rainforest in N.S.W.
and a further one in Tasmania. Thankyou Norm Bone, (Colleen Werner,
Anne Green, Josie Radloff and Jan Parris who supplied information
on behalf of KXay Geeves. Thanks also to0 all others who have contrib-
uted ~ further information will be included in futute newsletters.

NEXT NEWSLETTER

The next newsletter is due in September and it is hoped it will
eventuate on time (Apologies again for running late)-

The Bird of the newsletter will be the Australian Magpie and
the plant will be the Eremophilas which space did not allow to fit into
the current newsletter. Perhaps you can contribute observations of
either ofthese for the newsletter? Next newsletter I also plan to
include more of members notes on bird attractive plants to recommend,
this next time looking at plants recommended for gardens in the Sydney
and Blue Mountains area. If you would still like to suggest good
bird-attractive plants for particular areas or situations — pPlease do-
the more comprehensive the list the better.

If anyonewould 1like to +take on the job of study group leadey,
or would like to assist with +the job I would be Pleased to hear from
you. Finally, a red tick at the front of the newsletter means that
your subscription renewal ($3.00) is now due.

Feqanrds

jodj' Seith

44 Yawkins Pde
B\QX(Qnd NTTY.



Barren Grounds

Bird Observatory-

Programme of Special Courses
SPRING — SUMMER 1989. ..

ADDRESS THE WARDENS
(Mick Bramwell & Jacqui Scott)
BARREN GROUNDS -
BIRD OBSERVATORY
P.0. Box 3, Jamberoo, NSW 2533
PHONE: 042) 36 0195
WEEKEND BLOCK BOOKINGS: $78 per person, fully catered for 2 days.
CASUAL VISITS: $39 per day fully catered. ($35 RAOU). $24 per day
children w16,
SPECIAL COURSES: a discount of $8 per day on all courses for RAOU
members.

The Royal Australasian Ornithologists Unien operates four bird
observatories. These are field centres, open to all, run by expert resident
wardens and situated in areas of exceptional environmenta} interest. All

offer fully-catered accommodation, both for the ‘casual visitor and for those

attending the special courses outfined in this programme. The atmosphera

is always friendly and informal, and beginners are especially welcome on
most courses. Write and ask for a brochure.

COME ALONG AND LEARN A LITTLE ABOUT AUSTRALIAS
UNIQUE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT — WITH THE EXPERTS! :

BARREN GROUNDS COURSES

Special Courses

Commence evening of the first day (meal at 8pm), conclude the
afternoon of the last There is a discount of $8 per course for RAOU
members.

Weekend Group Bookings

$78 per person, fully-inclusive for two days (half tuition $86, full
tuition $96) minimum 10, maximum 16 persons.

Casual Visits

$39 per day fully catered and early morning bird walk or banding.
($35 RAOU members), $24 children under 16.

Vegetarian Cookery
Leader: Jacqui Scott Cost $96
Dates: 19-20 August 1989 RAOU $88

Trying to cut down on meat and saturated fats? Don't know what
to prepare if a vegetarian is coming to dinner? This practical weekend
will cover how to easily create nutritionally balanced vegetarian meals
and provide you with recipes using inexpensive, seasonal produce. A
look at the Pritikin diet Middle Eastern, Indian and European dishes.
To complement the feasting there will be lashings of fresh air and
relaxing walks. This course is an investment in your health - your most
precious asset. g

~

Seabird and Waterfowl -
Leader: Lindsay Smith Cost $120
Dates; 25-27 August 1989 - - - RAOU: $110

A practical weekend looking at birds of ocean, coast and wetlands.
This is the time of the year when albatrosses, prions, petrels and
shearwaters come near to Australian shores. We shall be spending
Sunday at sea on the Sandra K looking at seabirds in close-up. The
cost of this trip is included in the course fee. On Saturday we will be
visiting wetland and coastal habitats. Lindsay is a waterbird’s expert
with a wealth of information to share.

Spring Comes to Barren Grounds
Leaders: Mick & Jacqui Cost: $96
Dates: 1-3 September 1989 RAOU: $88
A weekend looking at birds, wildflowers and mammals at the start
of spring This is the season when heathland plants come into flower
and birds commence breeding Come and join a small friendly group
for a variety of activities - bird banding nest searching spotlighting
flower-gazing and walking. Help us celebrate our first anniversary as
wardens.

Botany for Beginners
Leader: Brian Copeland Cost: $96
Dates: 15-17 September 1989 RAOU: $88

An introduction to the fascinating world of plants. Your chance to
learn about the basic biology and terminology of plants which can be
confusing, for the beginner. Brian is an experienced teacher who will
show you how to use plant keys effectively and how to identify some
of the major families of Australian plants. There will be plenty of time
for relaxing walks amongst the beautiful heath wildflowers.

BARREN GROUNDS COURSES
Wildflowers of Barren Grounds
Leaders: Denise Black & Leo Cady Cost: $128
Dates: 29 Sept - 2 Oct 1989 (long weekend) RAOU: $116

The springtime wildflower display is at its peak now. This course
will be 2 practical look at Barren Grounds flora through the eyes of two
local, noted botanists. Leo will be teaching about and searching for
orchids (Barren Grounds has 50 species of orchids), and Denise has
already led a number of successful wildflower weekends. There will
also be plenty of time to enjoy the colours and scents of spring.

Nests & Territories

Leader: Graham Alcorn Cost: $96
Dates: 13-15 October 1989 RAQU: $88

A great opportunity to learn from an expert about how and where
to find nests and how to interpret clues from the behaviour of breeding
birds. Participants will be able to observe nest activity with the use of
hides and also help with territory mapping for the endangered Eastern
Bristlebird. A highlight of the weekend will be Graham reciting some
of his humorous avian poetry. Not to be missed.

The Wicked Ways of Wrens
Leader: Raoul Mulder Cost: $96
Dates: 27-29 October 1989 RAQU: $88

Ever wanted to know about the intimate secrets of a wren? All we -
are willing to say is that there is plenty of sex and scandal! Raoul,
presently studying these amazing birds in Barren Grounds, will expose
all. The weekend will include observing behaviour of colour-banded
wrens, watching feeding at nest and attempting to band the three
species of wrens in Barren Grounds - including the rare Southern Emu-
wren. Plenty of fun and laughs!.

Slithers by Day, Croaks by Night
Leader: Ross Bennett Cost: $96
Dates: 10-12 November 1989 RAQOU: $88
You chance to cuddie & diamond python! Ross is z herpetologist
working with the ACT Conservation Service. He will be bringing along
some of his own snakes, and leading a fascinating weekend searching
for reptilian residents of Barren Grounds. We will also be foraging for
frogs by night Ross's wealth of knowledge and oulgoing personality
ensure a very memorable weekend.

Birds for Beginners
Leaders: Mick & Jacqui Cost: $96
Dates: 24-26 November 1989 RAOU: $88

A course which offers a practical introduction to the world of birds,
for those who want to make a start at bird-watching Learn how to
identify the major groups of birds, including those “little brown birds™
— with a close look at some by mist-netting and banding Find out
about field guides and binoculars. This is the time of year when birds
are very vocal, and are nesting — a great time to be birdwatching.
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