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Dear members, 

S i n c e  I accepted  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  your  Study Group 
l e a d e r  3 nonths  ago, I 've p r e ~ z r e d  s e v e r a l  rough d r a f t s  of an 
in t  r o d u c t o r j  newsletter, b u t  now f e e l  I have p r o c r a s t i n a t e d  lo,?g 
enough, s o  t h i s  is it! 

Although I've alxays loved gardening, t h e  bush, its p l a n t s  anit b i r d s ,  I ' v e  only  
" o f f i c i a l l y "  been  around S.G.A.P. f o r  t h e  p a s t  11 ye-. I s t a r t e d  with t h e  
Redcl i f  f e Australian T l a n t s  Club in 1979, soon  becoming t h e i r  ~ e c r e t ~ / ~ r e a s u r e r  
f o r  a 6-7 y e a r  span. Second m r i w e  t o  a Samsonvale banana f s rmer  meant aoving 
from R e d c l i f f e  t o  t h e  neighbouring Tine Rivers Shire ,  and I joined Pine  Rivers 
S.G.A.P. and Wi ld l i f e  ? r e s e r v a t i o n  Soc ie ty  of a d . ,  b u t  s t ayed  wi th  t h e  R e d c l S f e  
grouy, f o r  whoin I now organ i se  a c t i v i t i e s  and prepare  a newsle t te r .  Xembership of 
t h e  meens l and  Iiegion of S.G.A.P. fol lowed,  and in Bugust 1988 I w a s  a foundat ion 
member of t h e  Samford branch o f  S.G.A.P., it be ing  t h e  c l o s e s t  t o  home. With Pine 
Rive r s  group I've been  P l a n t  Recorder and Ekcursions O f f i c e r ,  and p r e s e n t l y  l ead  
t h e i r  Acacia  & 9 i b b e r t i a  Study Groups. 

So my i n t e r e s t  in n a t i v e  p l a n t s  (and b i r d s )  extends from t h e  c o e s t a l  spec i e s  - 
Vdlum o r  'neathlznd, and woodland - t o  t h e  scrub  & r a i n f o r e s t  spec i e s  of t h e  h i n t e r -  
l a n d  ranges %here  I now l i v e ,  surrounded b y  a c r e s  of b e a u t i f u l ,  untouched Eucalypt 
f o r e s t  and l o t s  o f  b i r d s .  . The Tallurn p l a n t s  were ay childhood i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  

. Australian bush, and remain my f a v o u r i t e s  , e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  v i ld f lowers  . ,  redc cliff e 
is a s m a l l  c o a s t a l  c i ty  d i r e c t l y  no r th  of  a r i s b a n e ,  Samsonvale a former fanning 
r eg ion ,  azzd Samford a rural township, bo th  i n  t h e  P ine  FLivers Sh i r e ,  which sha re s  
b o u d a r i e s  w i t h  Br isbane  t o  its sou th  and R e d c l i f f e  t o  t h e  nor th-eas t .  Therefore 
m y  s t u d y  of n a t i v e  p l a t s  has  been  concent ra ted  in south-east  Weensland,  b u t  I can  
s e e  t h a t  ny  ho r i zons  =ill be  widening somewhat from now on, and I'll be  l e a r n i n g  
auch more about  b i r d s  and p l a n t s  Australia-wide. Just looking  t o  s e e  where you a l l  
l i v e  -Ass a Geogra?hy l e s s o n  i n  minia ture .  

Bever having been  a l a r g e  Study Grou? l e a d e r  before ,  I hzve m c h  t o  l e a r n  aad hope 
you x i 1 1  dl b e a r  v i t h  m e  until .  I become more f a m i l i a r  v i t h  t h e  job. I p l m  t o  
con t inue  in s i m i l a r  s t y l e  t o  Judy Smith, and r e t a i n  t h e  "Bird and P l a a t  p e r  newsle t te r"  
system. Members who have helped wi th  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and d r a n h g s ,  p l e a s e  keep up t h e  
good work. I can  draw t o  a l l b i t e d  e x t e n t ,  b u t  f i n d  i t  v e v  time-consuming. i'ihat is 
in my mind doesn '  t come ou t  at my f i n g e r t i p s  - I an far b e t t e r  with a camera than  a 
drawing penci l .  I ' m  s u r e  Judy won't mind if I quote a paragraph from h e r  f i r s t  
n e w s l e t t e r  back i n  Jday 1983, as it  expresses  my f e e l i n g s  p e r f e c t l y .  That news le t t e r  
made e x c e l l e n t  reading, c o v e r i w  most a s p e c t s  of a S i r d s  and Xative T l a n t s  Studg 
Group's work. 

"Obs6rvation and r eco rd ing  n i l 1  no doubt p l a y  a l a r g e  r o l e  in t h i s  s tudy  group, b u t  
experiments  w i th  d i f f e r e n t  spec i e s  and s t r u c t u r a l  m a n g e m e n t s  in t h e  garden could 
a l s o  b e  rewarding. Observat ions on t h e  propagat ion  and c u l t i v a t i o n  of b i r d - a t t r a c t i v e  
p l a n t s  as well as t h e  b i r d s  themselves w i l l  b e  valuable." 
I an a v e r j  amateur  bird-watcher ,  up t i l l  now content  t o  no te  ivhich b i r d s  visit mg 
garden, and t o  s imply  en joy  t h e i r  presence. I provide s u i t a b l e  p l a n t s  and v a t e r ,  and 

t h a t  i s  it. I have done very l i t t l e  t e c h n i c a l  research ,  just r s c o r d i . ~  vha t  I ' v e  
l e a r n e d  from m y  observa t ions .  



'Re need r eco rds  of ou r  Aucra l i a -wide  S i A l i f  e, and t h e i r  uses  of n a t i v e  p l an t s ,  
some of which I never r e a l l y  considered v e r j  c l o s e l y  till now. Because of my own 
i n t e r e s t  i n  ?hotography, I f e e l  t h a t  a c o l l e c t i o n  of s l i d e s  could be one of our aims, 
e v e n t u a l l y  g u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  an audio-visual. Are t h e r e  so= keen shut te r5ugs  mt 
t h e r e ?  Qu Stcdy  Srour; i nc ludes  some v e r j  knowledgeable b i r d  people,  a d  t h e i r  exper- 
t i s e  combined x i t h  t h e  p l a n t - ~ r o m i r s  exper ience  of S .C. A*?. n m b e r s  , can  provide o u r  
gmup  v i t h  some very  v a l u a b l t  i n fo rna t ion .  

For a stzrt, I ' l l  be  d o b g  zt l e a s t  2 c e w s l e t t e r s  g e r  year ,  perhaps 3 ( t ime per- 
m i t t i n g )  but I x o n l t  be  t o o  m b i t i c u s  at f i r s t .  Xot kn0mi.n.g qna t  expenses I aould 
i n c u r  w i t h  t h e  s tudy  group, I set mercbership a'. $ 5 ,  bu t  t h i s  should allow me t o  
prepare  decen t  nemsle t te rs .  ?or our  next  n e w s l e t t e r ,  I've chosen t h e  fo l lowing  
b i r d s  and 2 l a n t s .  If a l l  c o n t r i 5 u t i o n s  car. be back t o  me by 17th  A u s s t ,  I should b e  
a b l e  t o  pregaro t h e  nemsle t tez  f o r  d i s t x 5 b u t i o n  in Septeaber .  

msmm : ,Wous 
Solcen 
GilS e r t  ' s 
Red-lored, 

XJC-GFTUS : f i c i f  o l i a  
1euco:cylon 
c a i c ~ h y l l a  
to rquat  a 

I hope t h e  cho ice  of s e v e r a l  spec i e s  of bo th  will allow a wide c ros s - sec t ion  of 
members t o  provide  information.  The l o c a l  T h i s t l e r s  f r equen t  iny house gzden  during 
K n t e r ,  s o  I hope yours  have t h e  same h a b i t s .  Red-flowering Euca l~ jp t s  a r e  dwws 
ere-ca tch ing ,  b u t  most ly confined t o  t h e  Tes t  of our cont inent ,  with us Eas te rners  
trying t o  grow scne  of t h m  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  d i s l i k e  or" ou r  humidity, u? h e r e  i n  t h e  
sub - t rop ic s  anyway. 

Then f came to live at the  fam, I inherited a neglected gaxden, comprising of 
mosGly exotics - Fr-ipami, P r i d e  of I n d i a ,  Sauhinia, Olewder and such-l ike.  A 

.much larger area than my suburberr R e d c l i f f e  gazden, i t  i n s p i r e d  me t o  convert  i t  t o  
a shmbbeq  of pxedominantiy Australian p l a n t s .  The house is  on a r idge  (up here  it 
is all ridges and gullies), v i t h  the front  garden sloping t o  a bank which drops about 
lh. t o  our road. Sometimes the  s l o p  makes thms d i f f i c u l t ,  e s p e c i d l y  mowing, s o  
I decided t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h a t  f o r  a st&, 33th soil which is 7C$ sha l eg  rock and 3C$ 
good loam, spades & f o r k s  w e  useless f o r  gadenhg ,  Amat tock  must b e  used f o r  
digging h o l e s  f o r  t h e  p l an t s ,  so most of  the  advice about t h e  m e  of hole t o  prepare 
just gets ignored. Tith sp-s fly*, 1 dig a hole :ust b i g  enough f o r  the p l a n t  and 
i t s  soil, t h e n  i n  it goes with t h e  wads "Grom as best  you can". As- evidence t h a t  
most o f  t h e  g l a n t s  do grow, znd have flourished over the  10 gea r s ,  C have been reward- 
sd a i t h  a s b r ~ b b e r j  one f r i e n d  (-5th a neat town g d e n )  c d l s d  a "'adwoman's Garden1'. 
J u t  I l o v e  i t ,  and S O  do t h e  birds. Xy husbend says I can ' t  bear t o  s e e  my ba re  
ground, and s1fmply have t o  get ano the r  plant f o r  t h z t  emgty space. However, from 
kn~miw veTy few plant nemes 70 y e a s  zgo, he can now con&.~ct f r i e n d s  ~mund t h e  
garden and name most of mg Szees an? shmbs,  even u s i w  the c o r r e c t  botanic& names! 
fithough f am t h e  S.G.A.P. meaber, i t  is of ten  he %ho sees  plaots f i r s t  if me a r e  bush- 
w & < i n g ,  and mmg a r e  the t b e s  ahen he Sri-rigs in somethi,ng he has found up in the 
banma "gatcb", o r  s,ezr5g bush, foz me to identify. This ivzy I have learnt much of 
what 1 now know about the  loczl f lora .  If I ask him he saw suck-and-such b i r d ,  t h e  
ansver is usually "1 hzvenl t got time t o  sit around watching b i r d s  all day", bu t  h i s  
eyes are keen  enough t o  spo t  ,them a d  t e l l  me. 

Tdy garden shrubbery attracts many b i r d s ,  I z rge  s m a l l ,  a ~ d  x t ~  drezm is t o  be a b l e  
t o  spend j u s t  one aho le  d a y  on t h e  f r o n t  ve rmdah  o r  i n  t h e  garden, do- n o t h b g  
e x c e ~ t  g a t c h i n g  dl t h e i r  activities. 4 years 1 -as conned in to  feeding  a p a i r  of 
par t ly- tame Pied  Butcher-bi.*s, who have each y e a  noRl b r o w h t  alor* t h e i r  o f fspr ing .  
Somehow t h e  m e s s e e  has  spreed, wlth now a sqrisFng nunbe- of t h e  sma l l e r  i n sec t -  
e a t e r s  coming f o r  t h e  t iny  m i m e  c,Ymbs. Bu* mor5 abmt them in l a t e r  newsle t te rs .  

For  now, I am e ~ e r l y  ~ a i t i a g  t o  r e c e i v e  y o u  b i r d s  a d  p l a n t s  news, 

Barbara  Eenderson. 




