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GOLDEN & m u s  GJBIsTLrn. 

Although I chose 4 d i f fe rent  sbecies of mhistlers f o r  the newsletter 
I'll concentrate on only these -boy as they a re  the most widely-di Cributed throughout 
Australia. Here in my Samsonvale garden, they a re  both Winter n&rs, but can be 
h e a d  i n  the bush during Spring & Autumn. My 1990 records show the  m o u s  Vhistler 
returning i n  l a t e  April, but I ' v e  noted a W c h  sighting of a male bird.  Golden 
l h i s t l e r s  arrived i n  ear ly May, md by mid-June were j $ h b g  i n  when I fed the  Pied 
Butcher-birds and Kookaburras, picking up crumbs of mlnce. The male Golden This t le r  
continued t o  come ard s i t  i n  the  &menosno- flavum ( ~ a t i v e  ~ r a n ~ i ~ u m i )  near the 
verandah, and c a l l  t o  be fed nearly every dw until m i d - A w s t .  After returning t o  
the  bush, the  Rufous 'Jkis-tler could be h e a d  ca l l ing  i n  the eexly_morning, d o n g  with 
the  r e s t  of the  dawn chorus i n  October. This Whistlar, the female in  part iculzr ,  seem 
t o  remzin within the general gzclen area from Xarch to  August. 

& you c u l  see by the newsletter heading, t h e  Golden Tlhistler i s  one of my favourite 
birds ,  I think the male is  most a t t r ac t ive .  

Golden mistier - Pachycephala p e c t o r d i s  : Throughout i t s  wide range t o  Indonesia, 
New Guinea and F i j i ,  the  Golden Xbistler has evalved in to  more geographic races than 
any other known species. Even in Australia, 14 forms aze recognised. The bird is 
common i n  the densest coastal  fo res t s ,  and in the heavily vegetated par t s  of i t s  
Australian range. 
Distribution: South-west Australia;  C z F r s ,  Q., t o  Eyre Penirsula, S.A.,  i n l a d  t o  
the  Great Divide and mallee areas;  Indonesia, New Guinea, F i j i .  
king the  breeding season, the Golden m i s t i e r  ca l l s  pers i s ten t ly ,  male & female in 
equal vocal ab i l i t y .  A loud no-he such as thunder w i l l  often mdse it break in to  a 
sudden crescendo. Birds move s l m l y  and del iberately,  ho$?jag from branch t o  branch 
in a constant s e a c h  f o r  insects  and t h e i r  larvae. They also ea t  f r u i t s .  
The male Golden mhistler i s  m o s t  a t t r ac t ive ,  with h is  olive-grey back, black ~ h g s  
edged d u l l  yellow, bright yellow shoulders and col la r  across back of neck, sli.&.htly 
l i gh te r  yellow breast & bel ly ,  white throa t ,  black head w-d throat  band, and blzck t o  
grey t a i l .  The female i s  meinlg pale olive-grey with buff bellg.  

W o u s  Whistler - Pachycephda r d i v e n t r i s :  One of t h i s  b i r d t s  common nvnes - 
Eechow - apt ly  p e r t a d  t o  ore .of i t s  most d is t inc t ive  c a l l s ,  a c l e s r  "eeee-thong". 
I t s  song surpesses even tha t  of the  Golden Whistler, and cen be heam3 often. It is 
perhaps the loudest and most oers i s ten t  songster of the  ooen timbered a e a s  - 
e s g e c i a l y  vhen courtship beg- a d  the nest is be- bu i l t .  Both take turns a t  t he  
nest with brooding & feeding t h e  young. The Rufous mhistler is common throughout 
much of i t s  r w e ,  and there  is  scarcely a t r a c t  of open forest  in the southem p& 
of h s t r d i a  where it hzs not been recorded. 
Distributior,: &trdiz but not Tam&z; also New hinee ,  Jboluccas, New Cdedonia, 
some offshore islands. 
uain food of the mous  mistier is  vzrious insects,  mostly taken from t r ees ,  o ~ ~ z s i 0 n -  
a l l y  ea ts  berr ies .  The b i rd  i s  migratory i n  the southern o a t  of i t s  rarge, appearing 
l a t e  Bugust , d e p & m  about AprS,  
Mde bixda have olive-greg' back, black-brov~n w i n @  and tail, dark head with black 
face neck bend, white throa:: and mfous breast  and belly? F d e  is  d a k  olive-grey 



with buff underparts heav i l j  strezked with brown. These s t reaks help d i s t W i . s h  
the  f eu& iMous Nhistler fzom the female ,Golden mhistler. 
Both Golden &R'ufous TiJhistlers make a so f t  peeping sound while moving through t r e e s  
and feed-. 

J o a  Wallace, of Beecroft, X.S .T., is  saddened by the' diminishing m b e r  of b i rds  i n  
her  l o c d i t y ,  due t o  increzs- development. There were Golden 8h i s t l e r s  at her 
previous garden, about 1* h s .  away, and she wonders if  they a re  s t i l l  there. 

Two members of the Pine Rivers S.C.A.P. i n  south-ezst Qld., a r e  able t o  report  on 
the  presence of Rufous Thist lers  in t h e i r  gardens f o r  most of the year. 
Shirley Reyer, or" Pe t r ie ,  l ives  on a few acres q i th  the north Pine River a t  the  
bottom of the block. The czeelc-bank vegetation and her g a d e n  a re  a marvellous 
habi tat  f o r  meny bird soecies, and I hzve of ten sat there l i s t en ing  t o  the song of 
the Rufous Vhistler. 

k d s o n  l ives  on a deiry f a n  outside the s m a l l .  r u r a l  township of Dziyhoxo, 
and we an s our f m  from her  garden, away zcross the ro l l ing  ridges. She has 
plantedt,& ''r nforest gacden" on a steep sloge, and AWous ~ i s t l e r s  a re  r e g l a  letty 3 
vts i tors .  Their faan is b o d e d  on the east  by the headwaters of the North P i n e  
River, t h e i r  "creekI1, and she reports t h a t  the  Golden Vhistlers s t a y  near the  creek, 
never coming into her garden. 

1: Both these members find, as I do, tha t  the Bufous mhistlers seem t o  r e t r e a t  i n to  t h t  
bush during mid-Summer, but are constant garden v is i tors  f o r  the  r e s t  of the year. 

IA -- 
If any of my f a c t s  a re  out-of-date or incorrect ,  please don't hes i t a t e  t o  send rce the 
t ru th ,  or  an update. Any other s to r i e s  about your feathered garden v i s i t o r s  m i l l  
always make good reading, so l e t  me have them f o r  the newsletter. 

SCME FED-EGCW.RING EUCALYPTS. 

I asked f o r  some information about 4 of our (basically) red-flowering Jhcdypts ,  and 
have received it about one i n  par t icular .  

leucoxylon; torquata; czlophylla; f i c i f  ol ia .  

The following descriptions of each of these species hzve been taken from "Australian 
Native Plants" by J.\V. Wrigley and N. Fzgg, I have added a few notes taken from 
survey r e su l t s  which were returned t o  the  previous Study Group leader.  

E. leucoxylon: S a d 1  t o  medium-siaed t r e e  t o  15m. Flowers white, pink or  red. 
Re6 f o m s  have been successfully grafted on t o  E. paaiculata.  No8 too la rge  f o r  most 
gardens. Very hardy i n  m o s t  so i l s .  Frost-hardy, tolerance t o  -7 C i n  conditions of 
normal r a in fa l l .  May be used as  a feature plant. Distribution: N.S.W. , Vic., S .  - 

- -From Port &on, Tasmania: hkture s i z e  of am., Green Rosellas a t t rac ted  t o  the - 
- I 

- -flowers which appear from Jvluzry t o  March. 

Josie  Radloff, Karoonda, S.A.: Puqle-crowned Lorikeets come t o  the flowers of 
both E. leucoxylon and E. torcuzta. 

- - - Lola Smith, M t .  Riverview, Blue M t s . ,  N.S. W. : Flowers between &zch and June 
a t t r a c t  Noisy Miners, IToisy FrizrSird,  Crimson Bosellas, S _ ~ i n e b i l l s ,  Yellow-f aced, 
Yellow-tufted end White-naped Xoneyeaters. It does not grow strongly i n  the  a e a ,  
but flowers p ro l i f i ca l ly  over the  three months. 

Gil l ian McDonald, Clergate v ia Orange, N.S. W. : They have grown approximately 2500 
t r e e  seedlings over the last few years t o  gauge the best soecies f o r  t h e i r  envirorme.n,t. 
E. leucoxglon has been one of the  most rapid growers, and seems t o  be reasorably 
r e s i s t an t  t o  at tack by Christ- Beetles ( t h e i r  biggest tree-growing problem). So f a r  
none of her t r ees  has flowere<, desgite the largest  t rees  having reached 2 ' .  i n  
height. 

My own experience of E. l e u c o r ~ l o n  comes fron? 2 z t t a c t s  t o  grow it. The f i r s t  p l s - t ,  
when I knew much l e s s  about z t i v e  plants,  got attacksd by insec ts  and a br ight  red - 
scale ,  and died. Not t o  be bezten,-I  t r ied-again,  39 ago. The p lant ,  multi- 
trunked, i s  s t i l l  a l ive,  although one trunk died off as i f  something had eaten through 
it at the base. It appears t o  be s t i l l  very hmeture, with large,  rounded heart-sha?e? 
leaves which are  quite lovely. Not exactly bird-at t ract ive yet ,  but there  is hope f o r  
i t ,  a s  i t  looks f a i r l y  healthy. 



XJCALFTIJS leucoxglon "20s eat' - 
Family: l:Iptaceae. 
.Common Name: Yellow Gun. 
Distribution: South h s t r z l i a  and Victoria. 
Flowering Period: Late autunn t o  ear ly 
spring. 
Flower Colour: Fink, red o r  xhi te .  

The 'Jestern A u s t r a l i a  "%d Flowering Gum" 
(E. f i c i f o l i e )  i s  jus t ly  fvnous f o r  i t s  
outstanding d i s c l a y  during sumer.  
Unfortunately, successful cu l t iva t ion  of that  
species as  well as of sonie of the  other 
spectacular western species such as E. caesia 
is a "hi t  o r  m L s s t '  , a f f a i r  i n  humid areas of 
New South Wales. 

There are  cer tainly good sceciinecs of 
E. ficSo1j.a around Sydney (eg. Penrith and 
~ichmond) but  these tend t o  be the  exceptions. 

A much more re l iab le  flowering gum f o r  Sydney 
is E. leucowlon ssp.  meqdocma. This of ten 
is rsferred t o  i n  the nursery t rade as "variety rosea" although tha t  narne has no 
botanical s ta tus .  Lice a l l  f lonering gums, the flower colour i s  variable,  but i s  
usually pink t o  red. It flowezs i n  2 t o  3 years from seed and doesn't get too l u g e  
fo r  small garders. The flowers a re  not as spectacular as 3. f i cuo l i a  but,  i f  re l ie -  
b i l i t y  i s  important, i t ' s  wo-th a trj. Dravn by: Xichael Searle. 

The above a r t i c l e  was i n  the Decerober 1990 issue of native Plants f o r  kern South i'ldes. 

E. torauata (coral ~ u m ) :  Small, spreading t r e e  t o  8n. with profuse pink flowers. 
Operculun is  grooved and beaksd. Flowers when very s m a l l .  Good spechen t r e e  f o r  
well-drained sunny posit ion. P d i c u l ~ l y  suited f o r  d r i e r  climate or  winter r a i ~ f ~ d l .  
Good tub plant for  patio.  Uged successfully as s t r e e t  t r e e  i n  d r i e r  areas. 
Frost-hardy, tolerance t o  -7 C i n  normal rainfall conditions. Use as a feature plant. 
Useful as cut flowers, fo l izge  o r  f ru i t s .  Suitable as indoor plank, or sot ted spec-hen 
Distribution: V. A. 

I would love t o  grow a 2. t o raua ta ,  it i s  so a t t r ac t ive ,  but it cannot to l e ra t e  the 
humidity of the south-ezstern coastal  Ueenslznd summers. I have seen the plants 
struggle t o  grow f o r  a couple of seasons, even flower- & f ru i t ing ,  but they are 
usually attacked by sca le  insec ts ,  and e i the r  d ie  or have t o  be ramoved. Test of the 
Great Dividing w e ,  from DCoy out, it does very ve l l ,  just as described. Heaviel: 
black or reddish s o i l s ,  a d r i e r  climate, and some beautiful s t r e e t  & garden sceciaens 
can be seen a t  Chinchilla, Miles, Roma and Injune - central  southern Queensland. 
Flomer colour varies from l i g h t  pink & agricot through to  red. m e n  I eventudly  i'ind 
a plant nursery with a 2. torouetz, I am going t o  t r y  t o  groa it despite our t o t a l l y  
unsuitable climatic conditions. 

E. caloohylla ( h r i ) :  Mediua t o  large t r e e  t o  20m. Good s h d e  t ree .  Bezrs c rem,  
pink or red floaers in l a rge  c lus t e r s ,  and la rge  urn-shzped f r u i t s .  A good red-flowers3 
form makes a sgectacular t ree .  Flowers i n  flunmer and ButUma. b s t  s p i l s  s u i t ~ b l e .  
Frost-hzrdy , tolerance t o  - 7 ' ~  in normal rainfall conditions. Attractive f r u i t s .  
Distribution: 7. A. 

It i s  one of the hazdier red-flowered sgecies from Testern Aus t rd ia ,  and does ye l l  at 
l eas t  as f a r  north as Sydney on the east  coast provided drainage i s  good. It i s  a 
recommended bird-at t ract ing t r e e ,  providiLng food f o r  both nectrr  a?d insect eaters.  
The Bed-capped Parrot of i7.A. hzs a special ly  adzpted beak t o  extract  the seed from 
the large woody f r u i t s .  

Having po feed-back from Study Grou? members, and no experiance of t h i s  species myself, 
I cannot add any more comments. 



3. f i c i fo l i a  (Red-flowering Durn): Small, often twisted t r e e  t o  9m. with rough b d .  
Although there we many Red-flowering Gums, t h i s  one deserves i t s  common name. It is 
the  most spectacular. Flower colour var ies  from white t o  pinks, reds and orange, 
dna;ys profuse. Lasge, urn-sheged fruits. Does well in heavy s o i l s ,  but does not 
thr ive on ?and. S u c c e r s f u l L ~  grafted onto 5. guminifera and E. aax:d.atg. (These two 
are hardy species of eastern h s t r d i a . )  F~ost-hdy,  t o l e r a x e  t o  -7 C i n  normal 
rainfall conditiotls. Ose as  a feature ?lant .  Attractive f ru i t s .  
Distribution: W. A. 

T'.is Ehcal~ypt w i l l  grow in coastal south-east Weensland, but is not hishly recomnende?. 
I have seen one h a c q &  in Redcliffef a seafront shogpbg centre, where b u i l d b g s  
s h e l t e r  it from the sea vinda. ( ~ e d c l i f f e  is  a s m d l  seaside c i t y  immediately north 02 
~risbane).  This E. f ic i fol ia  I s  about 3 h .  high, has been there  4-5 gears, i s  s t i l l  a 
small, slender tree, and produces beaut i fu l  deep red flowers a couple of times a y e a .  
mere it is growing, the  s o i l  could probably be classed as heavy. 
Te have one growing In our back ymd a t  t h e  f m ,  in shdsy loam. About 13 zaonths ago, 
my husband brought one home for me, knowing t h a t  1 w z s  lookirg f o r  a red-flomering gum. 
I w a s  actually wan t ing  E .  torauata, and had mentioned thz t  t h e  only  w a y  I could get one 
was t o  Look i n  nurseries, etc., on the D u l i n g  Downs and vestward. So home he cese - '?k 
E. f i c i f o l i a ,  which is doing. quite well, and is && red-flowering gum, which he watcL- 2 

careful ly  f o r  insects  which chew it sometimes. I do hope it  grows well, and f l ~ ~ e r s  f o r  
him - he's not exzctly S.G.A.F. materid, gets a b i t  fed-up lpith all the (unpaid) work 
I do f o r  native plants ,  and dl my meetings, but he has l ea rn t  a l o t  i n  10 y e a s .  
Measwhile, I ' m  s t i l l  waiting f o r  my X. torauata. 

Too much time has p a s e d  since ray July 1990 nsvs le t te r ,  with the months simply f ly ing  
by Ln a mad rmsh. F o l l o w b ~  a week a w a y  i n  both August (;7dlum wildflowers on our 
3wshine  h a t ) ,  m6 September (a Csnt rd  Queer ts ld  S.G.A.P. gathering. at ~ ~ r i n g s u r a )  ? 

I 'got involved i n  house renovations, which l ed  on to  the  usual busy Cflristmas season. 
The weather was a b i t  hard t o  t&e f o r  a couple of months, but at l e a s t  I am gra tefu l  
t ha t  we escaped the continuous flooding much of northern 6 c e n t r d  coastal  Queensland 
has hed, and the  bushfires which raged through mch of southern Australia. A b i t  of 
uncomfortable s t ickiness  i s  n o t h i x  by comparison. The r a i n  we ha3 was most welcoine, 
and with the  constant warmth, everything is  growing madl.~, ~ ' z d  we are  nom kept busy 
morning and slashing grass & weeds. The dam i s  f'ull =air., but the garden is doing 
well without watering just  nox, and the b i rds  a re  ha2gily r z i s ing  t h i s  season's young 
ones, making l i f e  qui te  enjoyable when I have time t o  stop and watch it. 

I am s t i l l  re-activating t h i s  Study Group, and decid-ff just  what area t o  concentrate 
on while the  group re-builds. Basically our task  is t o  provide information about whet 
t o  grow where t o  a t t r a c t  birds t o  our gardens around Aust rd ia .  For a while I thought 
about dropping the "bird and plant per newsletter", but decided t o  r e t a in  i t ,  as it 
gives us some de f in i t e  pat tern of study. The previous Study Gruup leader had conducted 
surveys of the  best bird-at t ract ive garden ~ l a a t s ,  includi-ng some of the r e s u l t s  i n  he- 
f i n a l  newsletter. A s  time pemi t s ,  1'11 continue t o  repzoduce the remaining survey 
findings i n  the  newsletters. I n  ay introductory issue - No. 18 - I asked f o r  my notes 
on 4 s?ecies of m i s t l e r s ,  and 4 red-flowering Fhcdypts.  I n  t h i s  newsletter,  I heve 
included the  information received, plus some research and experience of my own. 

For the next newsletter, in ~ u . e / ~ u l ~ ,  t he  b i rd  w i l l  be the L i t t l e  Wattlebird, and the 
plant w i l l  be Hakeas. Any contributions on these, and/or the "birds" and "plants" 
from No. 18 newsletter w i l l  be most welcorne. 
To keep t h i s  Study Grou~, functioning I w i l l  need r e a g a r  feedback from members, so 
plezse send me any information you ca? f ind about the "bird and plant" of ezch r-ems- 
l e t t e r .  S tor ies  about arqr s ~ e c i a l  feathered g a d e n  v t s i t o r s  and fr iends dn'zys mzks 
good reading, so send then i n  too. 

As t h i s  i s  ny first attempt z t  l e a d i w  a Study Grou;, I a finding I hava nuch t o  learr,.  
I have received correspondence from members and g r o u p  i n  Bew South Wales, A.C.T., 
Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and Vestern Australia. It i s  somethifig l i k e  a 
Geogra;?hy lesson, and I f e e l  t hz t  I would l i k e  t o  meet you, a d  see where you l i v e .  
My travels  so far have been l ~ h i t e d  t o  south-eastern Quesnsland, and as f a r  i n l a d  es 
Alpha & Springsure, north t o  Lkckay, and I ' ve  been south i n  Nea South ::?ales t o  Kiune. 



So t h e r e  i s  much o f  Australla I have y e t  t o  ex?lore,  s o  m a !  more b i r d s  and f lowers  
t o  see. It would h e l p  me t o  "see" your  gardens and your b i r d s ,  if you could send 
some notes  about them, and t h e  d i s t r i c t  in which you l i v e .  Tould t h a t  be  poss ib l e?  
From t h e  few l e t t e r s  I have r,eceived s o  fa r ,  I f e e l  t h a t  I am b l e s s e d  t o  be  living 
i n  a n  a r e a  which s t i l l  h a s  s o  m c h  "green" l e f t .  Some pets of ou r  count ry  seem t o  
have been v i r t u a l l y  c l e a e d  of a l l  w i l d l i f e ,  be it f l o r a  o r  fauna. m e r e  I l i v e ,  i t  
i s  s t i l l  r a t h e r  i n a c c e s s i b l e  in p a r t s ,  v i t h  f a i r l y  s t e e p  mountain u ld  h i l l  count ry  
p redminan t .  But b u l l d o z e r s  c a n  st  ill do a l o t  of c l e a r i n g  in  a ve ry  s h o r t  t ime,  even 
h e r s  on our h i l l s .  I n  most p l a c e s  t h e y  l e a v e  most of t h e  Z u c d y y t s  s t and ing ,  bu t  t hey  
renove a l l  t h e  undergrowth an2 n&e it a l l  look  so  t i d y .  I t h i n k  Council  re,culations 
z r e  respons ib le  in man.. p l a c e s  f o r  t h i s  zlmost t o t a l  c l e a r i r g  of  t h e  bushland. 3ut by 
t a k i n g  away a l l  t h a t  undergrowth, t h e y  a r e  removing s o  much o f  t h e  h a b i t a t  of t h e  
s m a l l e r  b i r d s  such as Wrens, T h o r n b i l l s  and Finches;  t h e  f e e d i n g  p l aces  of t h e  g r o x n ~  
b i r d s  l i k e  t h e  Nhipbirds,  Phezsa.t Coucals and n a t i v e  Doves; t h e  e n v i r o m e n t  which 
provides  n e s t  material, i n s e c t s  f o r  food ;  s o  m a s !  o f  t h e  needs of  b i r d s .  And they  
d o n ' t  seen  t o  know o r  wish t o  l e a r n  abou t  what t hey  a r e  doing! It i s  considered t o  be  
a f i r e  hazard. T e l l ,  it probably  i s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when, l i k e  t h i s  sumner, we have good 
rairs and eve ry th ing  groms l u s k  and t h i c k ,  t h e n  d r i e s  o f f  in t h e  sp r ing .  I dread t h e  
months of s p r i n g  and e z r l y  s m e r  when t h e  men say it i s  t l b e  t o  "burn off" .  The so?+- 
hea r t ed  s i d e  o f  m e  w o r r i e s  about  all t h e  n e s t i n g  b i r d s  and t h e i r  new ch icks ,  while  t h e  
p r a c t i c a l  f a n n e r ' s  wife knoms t h a t  some burning-off  i s  neces sa ry  f o r  a s a f e  s m e r .  
kt though t l e s s  c l e a r i n g  r e d l y  g e t s  m e  mad! Thenever some l a d  i s  c l e a r e d  around h e x ,  
it changes t h e  p a t t e r n  of t h e  b i z d s  and t h e i r  comings & goings.  Te have a l o v e l y  l i t t l e  
c reek  i n  our d i s t r i c t ,  c a l l e d  Kobble Creek. It r i s e s  i n  t h e  mountain range t o  our  
south-west, nea r  ? A t .  G lor ious  - a b e a u t i f u l  r a i n f o r e s t  r e g i o n  wi th  z small township 
n e s t l e d  in  amongst t h e  trees and t h e  l u s h  undergrowth. Kobble Creck descends f rm  t k e  
"niountaintl t o  a v a l l e y  where it has  a heavy g r a v e l  and s t o n e  bed,  beneath which t h e  
c reek  d isappears  when d r y ,  l e a v i n g  on ly  a few p r e t t y  l i t t l e  pools .  Not far from our  
fum, it pzsses  through a l a r g ~  open g u l l y  between two s t e e p  r i d g e s ,  and a road fol lorrs  
a long  i ts  course.  m e n  it is  d ry ,  t h e r e  i s  a road a d  a ve ry  benign  t r i c k l e  of v a t e r  
h e r e  & t h e r e ,  b u t  a f t e r  s e v e r d  inches  o f  rain, U? comes t h e  creek, and awq goes t h e  
road. A few yearRgg p r o p e r t y  bo rde r ing  t h e  c reek  was c l e a r e d ,  r i g h t  t o  the  creek  b d ,  
dl t h e  l o v e l y  c o o l  s c r u b  vege'iation w z s  pushed i n t o  heaps, t h e  whole area was d t e r e d ,  
and now t h e  c reek  becomes somewhat of a t o r r e n t  a f t e r  decent  r e i n s .  b o u t  t h e  tiole 
t h i s  c l e u i n g  w z s  done, I n o t i c e d  a d e f i n i t e  chznge in t h e  b i r d s  v i s i t i -ng  my g a d e n ,  
and I f e e l  t h a t  it w a s  due t o  t h e  z l t e r a t i o n  of t h a t  c r e e k ' s  h z b i t a t .  Even when our  
men o r  our  nearby r e l a t i v e s  c l e a r  away any,r ares  of bush, t h e r e  i s  a change i n  t h e  - b i r d s '  h a b i t s  f o r  a whi le .  Ve used t o  have our  baxinas  g r o w i r ~  q u i t e  nea r  t o  t h e  
house u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  and about t k r e e  sumners ago, I had T h e a s a t  Coucals and Ezs t e rn  
m i p b i r d s  in t h e  garden. Now t h e y  a e  f u r t h e r  away, and c u t  o f f  from t h e  s h e l t e r  i n  
among my shrubs.  Eowever, a young m d e  S a t i n  Bowerbird visits via 4 l a r g e  l i b g o  T-ees 
u ld  "plays" under  rr;y t r e e s  zni! shrubs each  y e a .  Even a s m d l  g u l l y  c l e a r e d  f o r  a dm 
m d e  z d i f2e rence  t o  t h e  b i r d s  v i s i t i n g  my garden. But I r e d l y  c u r ' t  complein, over 
t h e  y e a s  h e r e ,  I have recorded  n e c l y  100 d i f f e r e n t  b i r d s ,  e i t h e r  r e s i d e n t  o r  p s s i n g  
through. And I have l e a r n t  s o  much in t h a t  s h o r t  t h e  about them. 

Bm.3 ?TATIT3 FLAIlT BOOKS. 

Secziuse my knowledge at p r e s e d  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  b i r d s  p l a t s  of  s o u t h - e m t e r n  
Q e e n s l a n d ,  I have purchased t h r e e  books t o  he lp  me wi th  my s t u d i e s .  %o of t h e 2  n2;r 
b e  of i n t e r e s t  t o  Study Group nembers. 

"Cre2ting a Xat ive  &den f o r  3 i2ds t '  w r i t t e n  by f i u l c e s  Eukchison, i s  t h e  f i rst  book 
i n  t h e  idount hnnvl S o t u l i c  GL-ien Native T l a n t  s e r i e s .  It h2s b e s n  publ i shed  i n  
c o l l z b o r a t i o n  wi th  t h e  R o y d  3c tanFc  G a d e r s ,  Sydney. X0m.t dnnzt 3 o t a n i c  Garden i s  
i t s  z t i w  p l a n t  g a d e n ,  l o c e t e d  i n  sou-th-vestern Sydney. It i a  t h e  l a r g e s t  b o t ~ c i c 2  
g a d e n  in A u s t r e l i a ,  cove r ing  e A00 he. s i t e  locoted  o f f  X c e l l u l  Boed, be tyeon Ca22r. 
a ~ d  Cempbelltown, about  56 h. south-nes t  of Sydney. It ho lds  ul o u t s t a n d i c g  
c o l l e c t i o n  of  A u s t r a l i a  n a t i v e  p l z q t s ,  a d  w i l l  e v e n t d 1 : r  i nc lude  a l a r g s  p rogor t ion  
of our  25,000 knomn p l a n t  s p e c i e s ,  t he reby  becomi-ng one of t h e  g r e a t  plarrt  resources  
o f  t h e  country.  It w a s  o f f i c i d l y  opened i n  Soring 1988. There Ls s Mount Bmar- 3ir3 
Study Group, which has  been, observin@: a d  bending b i r d s  at 2riount Annan s i n c e  Lky 1986. 



From 76 spec i e s  observed i n  t h e  f o r s t  yea r ,  114 were recorded by 1990. i 'ihile I 
haven ' t  y e t  read t h i s  l i t t l e  book from cover  t o  cover ,  I ' v e  had z good l o o k  at it 
and i ts  contents .  It c o n t a i n s  some l o v e l y  co lou r  photographs, and drawings o f  b i r d  
f e e d e r s ,  and l o t s  of i n f o r n a t i o n  about t h e  p l a n t s  t o  grow, covering a wide v a r i s t - ~  of 
v e g e t a t i o n  types.  There is a "Bird 3eference  L i s t "  d e a l i n g  wi th  t h e  most common 
gzrden v i s i t o r s ,  ar,d much, m c >  more about t h e  gene ra l  s u b j e c t  of b i r d s  and n a t i v e  
p l a n t s .  It has  ul a t t r a c t i v e  b e g i d , % ,  t h e  f r o n t  cover i l l u s t r a t e d  wi th  a Superb 
Blue Tren r e f l e c t e d  in a rock ,001. The p l a n t s  descr ibed  cover  s p e c i e s  f o r  dl 
S t a t e s  - a marvellous h e l p ,  as s o  many books i n  t h e  p a s t  hzve d e a l t  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  
r eg ions  and a r e  u s e l e s s  elsewhere. 

"Bird Attracti ,ng P lan t s "  i s  one volume i n  a s e r i e s  of  books besed on  t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  
r e f e r e n c e  work "Australiar,  Native P lan t s "  by John T r i g l e y  and k r a y  Fagg. It provides  
d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  an ex tens ive  s e l e c t i o n  of  b i r d  a t t r a c t -  p l a n t s ,  ss w e l l  as 
i-nformation on maintenance, an6 t h e  f lower ing  & seeding  t imes  o f  each p l m t  s p e c i e s .  
There i s  a l s o  he lp fu l  adv ice  or, l andscaping  your  garden t o  provide  b i r d s  w i t h  s h e l t e r  
and n e s t i n g  s i t e s ,  a d  on s e l e c t i n g  ~ l a n t s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  both uniquely  b e a u t i f u l  =d 
a t t r a c t i v e  t o  b i r d s .  Foods srzch as n e c t a r ,  fruits, seeds and i n s e c t s  a r e  dl d e d t  
wi th ,  mi th  more than  400 d e s c r i p t i o n s  of A u s t r a l i a n  n a t i v e  p l a n t s ,  and approximatel;  
70 co lou r  photographs. 

( ~ h r e e  o t h e r  books e r s  a v a i l a b l e  in t h i s  s e r i e s  - l tAus t r e l i an  Nati-re P l a n t  L i b r a q " .  
They a re :  " I iocke r~  P l a n t s u ;  "Ground CoversN ; "Aromatic ~ l a n t s " .  ) 
Once aga in ,  t h i s  book c a n  be used around Australia, as  it l is ts  p l a n t s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  
gardens in a l l  Sta tes .  I o f t e n  found, i n  t h e  e a r l y  days of  growing Australian n a t i v e  
p l a n t s ,  t h a t  t h e  books a v z i l a b l e  were w r i t t e n  by  southern  au tho r s ,  about  s o u t h e r n  
s p e c i e s ,  and he re  in Q u e e n ~ l ~ d ,  dl t h e  wonderful p l a n t s  descr ibed  just d i d n ' t  
s w i v e  i n  t h e  humid Tropics  and sub-Tropics. Nowadays, t h e r e  is s o  mbch more 
knowledge being spread around, we c a i  all g e t  books d e s c r i b i , ~  p l a n t s  &ich  cm b e  
grown s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  regions.  ( m e r e  a r e  s t i l l  m m y  of t h o s e  
l o v e l y  l i t t l e  V ic to r i an  and Western Austrdian g l a n t s  we Queenslznders cannot  gron ,  
b u t  S.G.A.P. members a r e  nop: experimenting mith g r a f t i n g ,  =ld as t h o s e  s k i l l s  improve, 
s o  w i l l  ou r  chances t o  grow sons  of  t hose  plants.) 

To c l o s e ,  just another  mentior? o f  next  n e w s l e t t e r ' s  "bird" and "p lan t"  - t h e  L i t t l e  
T a t t l e b i r d ,  and Hakeas. IText n e a s l e t t e r  in June o r  J u l y ,  s o  w r i t e  back  b y  t h e  er,d of 
w. \ 

Membership dues f o r  t h e  Study G r o u ~  f a l l  due i n  Jcne  - $5 - pa+y.=bls s i m c l y  t o  " 5 i r . 5 ~  
and Nat ive  P l a n t s  Study Grocpl'. 
A s l i g h t  chznge i n  my addres s  i s  t h e  postcode: 

3 k s .  Barbara Henderson, 
51.3. 1063 Farrow b e d ,  

Sansonvale,  Qld. 4520. 


