
S&.A,P. BIRDS AND NATIVE PLANTS 

STUDY GROUP 

Newsletter No. 2 . January 1984 



Dear Members, 

I would l i k e  to  wish everyone a very happy and healthy 1984, as well 

plenty of good bird and plant watching. A few things I would l i k e  to  mention 

- e h a n ~ e  of addreas;. please note t h a t  my address h a s  changed t o  44 Haukiaa 

Pde, eince the l a d  newsletter. 

4nformation Sheet- the production of an information sheet suitable fbr  a' 

guburban gardener has been suggested. Any comments about its format, content, etc. 

o r  offers  of help would be appreciated, 

dudio-~isual-  Again comments, of fers  of help/expertise would be appreciated, 

If a&\e has el idea ( o r  copies ) they can donate i t  would help make a start. 

SlAdes of e i the r  plants o r  wildlife alone as well as in combination could be- 

relevant, Slidee can d o  be made of drawings,' paintings, diagrams etc,. 

-~ildUfe/NaCiue plant ~atalome- Aiming t o  make a etart i n  September and 

then update it periodically. Feel free t o  make euggestions about the foxmat of 

the catalogue. 

If anyone would like t o  take any of these (or  perhaps other) projects  in 

hand please speak up. . 

BIRD OF TEE mrls- - BLACK-mmm HONEYEATER 

by Norm Bone 

Judy  ha^ aaked me t o  contribute t o  the newsletter an a r t i c l e  on one of the 

many species of b i rds  t h a t  v i s i t  my garden and a f t e r  giving the matter a l o t  of 

thought, (seeing t ha t  I have many favourites) I have decided on the Blkck-Chinned 

Honeyeater (MELI!LBREPTUS GULARIS) becauee not only is it very common i n  the 

Shepparton area but over most of the northerp and eastern areas of Australia and 

aa a re&t.should be known by the majority of the members of the Study Group. 

lhfs very a t t r ac t ive  anall bi rd  v i s i t s  my garden i n  large numbera througho~t  

the gear to  feed on the many nectar producing plants  such as Eucalypte, Hakeaa 

and Grevilleaa tha t  I hare planted in  an atbmpt t o  a t t r a c t  as many epeciea of 

birds  as possible. I ale0 place in s t ra teg ic  posit ions an a r t i f i c i a l  nectar  

and the Black-chin is one of the f i r s t  birds  t o  l i n e  up f o r  a drink of this 

mixture especially i n  the winter months when natural food can be ra ther  scarce, 

Among the plants i n  the &den amongat the most popular a re  EUCALPPTDS LEUCOXPZIIN, 

EUCALPPTITS MEGACORNUTA, GREVILLEA ttEOBYN GORDONn and HAKEA LAURINA. !bey eeem 

t o  prefer large t r ees  o r  shrubs and ae a resu l t  of th i e  they very seldom a r e  

seen feeding on plants  such as CORREAS o r  anything that  is low growing, 

The Black-chin spends most of the day searching f o r  food and its d ie t  

consis ts  mostly of spiders,  h e c t e  and larvae as well as large quant i t ies  of 

nectar, 
9- ' 

On a hot day they are very frequent v i s i t o r s  t o  my bird bath and a e ~ , t o  

re l ieh  the chance of having a quick dip  followed by a meal of nectar from the 

nearest  t ree o r  shrub. The Black-chin is a very vocal bird and the garden come8 

a l ive  when he decides to  embark on a song of h is  choosing. 
.I L .  . 



a de l igh t fu l  hanging nest  of grasses and s t r i p s  of bark with v a r i o u  types of fur 
. 1 .  

, o r  wool f o r  t h e  inside l i n i n g  and i n t o  t h i s  lovely cup shaped s t ruc ture  it l ays  

. .  . . . one o r  two salmon-pink - spotted with brown and red eggs. 

' The  lack-chin i s  more often than not found i n  the company of White-Plumed 
, : .  

~ o n e ~ e a t e r a  in t h i s  area  and i t  is riot unusual t o  find both species feeding on 
. - 

the one  t r e e  o r  shrub. They a r e  a very ac t ive  and beaut i ful  bi rd  and one that 

v i l l  compliment any garden, 

Refer t o  page 489 of the Readers Digest Book of Australian Birda f o r  

. . further.lnfo.rmation . regarding t h i s  bird, . . - +  -. . , 

.- - .. . . -, 
., . , . . A , .  - - -  . . ,  .. . . . 
. .1 . 

I ... C0IX)UR OF FUIWEZS 

Do b i d s  have colbur preferences? Writes Bela  Bard-Brucker (wemibee, Vic. ) 

' "certainly green flowering plants- arcevillea arenaria, 'G mucmnulata, 

Q* j ephcot t i  r e a l l y  do hold an a t t r a c t i o n  t o  the honeyeaters as well as green 

flowering Callisternone, I dont know what i t  is but I always recommend these i f  

asked, 

,.. . .. WALKING BIRDS 

.- . Listed amongst Jenny Rich's (Eastwood, N.S.W.) joys amid& suburbia are 

'6,&iag miners successfully reared i n  our backyard- they fall out of the nest  

over the road and were encouraged t o  w a l k  t o  our place when too weak and l i t t l e  

t o  f ly!  One only las ted  a week, other 2 now independent." 

. . 
SOME LARGER GARDEN VISITORS - WALLABIES AND IwaKmoS ' 

For those fortunate enough t o  have wallabies and kangaroos v i s i t i n g  the 

garden the r e a l i t y  of t h e i r  presence in  the garden i s  perhaps not always so  

.delightful ,  Writes V a l  1Yc Conchie ( h e r a l d ,  ~ i c , )  "we do have other  wildlife. 
A wallaby pays us an occasional v i s i t  and usually does quite a pruning job 

(not always necessary) t o  a number of plants- favouri tes  seen t o  be Acacia, t c  . L 
itsa&g&, - Runzea baxteri , and GrwiLlea r a ~ s ~ f o l i a  and 5. sericea* 

I recent ly  planted some small h u a r i m  e q u i s i t i f o l h  var. fncana around a 

houee at  Sandon River (eas t  of Grafton, N.s.w.), Despite t h e i r  unpalatable look 

the$ were soon grazed by red-necked wallabies. Keeping the wallabies out can be 

a problem, One Sandon res ident ,  with fkourishing and unfenced vegetable m e n  

=rears  by poultry manure. He  haa found tha t  by keeping h b  m e n  mmounded by 

poultry manure he not only f e r t i l i z e s  h i s  vegetables but keeps the numerous 

val labiea  and grey kangaroos at bay, The smell, he believes, detefs the  t d m a l ~ .  

Somewhat divergent f r o m  Australian wildl i fe  and f lo ra ,  but perhaps i n  line 

with t h i s  thinking, an artical i n  "The Amateur Beekeeper1', October 1983 
"A Soda Bottle Fortw 
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Catron,'Pa., has learned a.1~ easy way t o  keep beups at bag, espec ia l ly  i n  Nozthern 

Pennsylvania where the b l a c k  bear population has increased subs t an t i a l l y  in 

recent years, 

Soda bo t t l e s ,  partly f i l l e d  with human ur ine ,  placed 3frI. a p a r t  in a c i r c l e  

around the  bee yari, keep the bruins at ,L sa fe  distance. The non-returnable 

b o t t l e s  are set  i n  the pound at an angle t o  minimise the  d i l u t i on  with rain water. 

Apparantly the  marauders k i L I  not venture an a t tack  on the  b o t t l e  f o r t i f i c a t i on .  

ARTIFICIAL FEEDING 

Writes Martin Bauman (Ermington, N,S.W,), I ! H o w ~ v ~ ~  1 would l i k e  t o  emphasize 

the  point t ha t  a r t i f i c i a l  reeding w i l l  d e t e r  b i rds  from seeking grubs e tc ,  from 

t rees ,  O f  course t r e e s  g rea t ly  benefitfrom being lD+grubbedlt and even sparrows 

which read i ly  take food scraps w i l l  seek out  c a t e r p i l l e r s  i f  necess i ty  d ic ta tes ,  
,I 

Anyhow, i f  one wishes to  ese b i rd s  at cl.ose range a b i rd  bath, and drink spot  

should do t he  tr ick," 

PUlJT OF THE NEdt- I THE ALBIZIAS 

Writes V a l  Maher (Cmnbourne South, Vice) 

IfAIbizia Ir.,~hmtb grows here- s e l f  seeded, I n  2 years ,  from s e l f  

sown seed a t r e e  h a s  grown near our garaxe t o  20 f e e t  high and branching t o  t h e  

ground, Beautiful  markings p,n the t e ,  copious food f o r  b i rd s  at a r e l a t i v e l g  

l e an  time i n  l a t e  autumn/~:.qter a d  a t t r a c t i v e  fol iage and flowers. Thornbil ls  

and honeyeaters frequent tr.s t r e e  and b a t ;  week I e a w  and heard a mist le toe  b i rd  

perched on an outer  branch.', 

Ther Albis ias  (Cresten 'dattlee) rsnemble the . h a c i a a  and belong to the 

.same leguminous family, the  family Mimosaceae. Albizias occur l a rge ly  i n  the  

t r o p i c a l  parts of the  wor1.l. In Austra l ia  there  a r e  about ten  d i f f e r en t  spec ies  

ranging through U.A., t r op i ca l  NOT., and north-eastern Queensland. Some 

species,  most commonly A. kphmtha  rented '&ttle o r  Cape Leeuin wat t le) ,  

have become naturalioed thr3ughout the  ea s t e rn  s t a t e s ,  

!he Albizias are sh r i s e  o r  small t r e e s  with bipinnate leaves, - A, .lophankha 

grows t o  about 8m, and has  a spreading habi t .  I t s , f l o w e r s  are ped ic i l l a t e  and i n  

. greenish-yellow spikes  abozt 2cm, in d i a w t e r  and up t o  8cm. long, The stamens 

a r e  long (about 1 t o  2 cm., and are uni ted a t  the  base, a fea ture  dis t inguishing 

them from the Acacian whose stamens a r e  Pcee a t  the  base, 

The flowers are scer'.ed, a r a the r  atrong s ick ly  scent t o  my mind. It 

flowers from July t o  October and c a r r i e s  its f r u i t s  over summer. The leguminous 

f r u i t s  have a tough oeed c-a t  which s p l i t s  t o  re lease  the  r i pe  seed. The seeds 

w i l l  gemina te  e a s i l y  i f  g-sen the same yre-sowing treatment ae f o r  Acacia& 

Here i n  the lower Els-. M ~ S .  - A. loprantha has  gmwn rapidly h e s p i t e  water 

shortage and poor shallow, -mdy so i l .  I: has been found t o  t o l e r a t e  a range of 

s o i l s  from l i g h t  sand to >-e- clay thou@ i t  prefers  a sunny, well-drained pas i t ion  



C 

In different references it is described as both frosthardy and frost tender, in 

the absence of frost h e m 1  dont know how it is affected. 

Like Acacias, the Albizias are subject to borer infestation and flowers 

may be attacked by. thrips. Still, they are hardy, attractive, quick growing 

garden plants and their flowers provide a valuable source of nectar over the 

winter period. 
0- 

Albizias dodt,to find a place into lists of bird attractive plants (except 

for one inclusion of them in a list of attractive to insect-eaters in 

"Grow What Wherel1-Australian Plant Study Group). However, in. our garden they seem 

to be very attractive to small honeyeaters such as Eastern Spinebills and Yellow- 
Qux\ 

faced honeyeaters who often will cling upside,to flowers whilst probing them 

from beneath. 

llGrow What Wherett also includes them in a list of fodder plants, that is 

plants which can be fed to livestock when normal food is scarce. 

If you would like seeds of the Albiaia lathantha there are some available. 

ARTIFICIAL NEST SITES 

Writes Val Maher (Cranbourne South, Vic. ) 

"In answer to artificial nest sites- we didt set out to ~rovide one, 

but the striated pardalote chooses to rear two broods each year betwehn the outer 
bv wall and the lining of an old shed. Entry is through a hole made,removal. of a 

power point! ?his nest is 4 feet above ground and the b i r b  fly past our heade a~ 

we watch them arrive to feed the young.If 

SUCCESSFUL PARASITISM 

We presently have a young Channel-billed Cuckoo frequenting our bac~ard. 

It has been around since Christmas and it's very harrassed looking guardians, 

a pair of Pied Currawongs, have been in constant tow. ?he cuckoo frequents tall 

trees and spends it's day begging- wings flapping, mouth wide open revealing a 

salmon-pink gape and uttering a loud begging call very similiar to that of a 

young magpie. The currawongs, in response, frantically search for morsels to 
8 

appemse it.' It's food consists largely of what the curranongs can glean from the. 

foliage and peel* bark of tall trees which -include Ehcalyptus notabl&a, &, 
-, $. pmifera and Angoghora -- costata. An entire silken cocoonextracted 

from the foliage of Em notablis wes seen pushed down the cuckools throat, also - 
sunflower seeds from a feeding table and ripe strawberries from the garden. 

The cuckoo is now perhaps three times the size of the currawongs, the 

currawongs look worn out. 



' LIST OF MEMBERS . .. 

Bob -on, (representing Pine Rivers SGAP), 41 Viscount S t r ,  Bray  Park, Qld. 4500 

Bela Bard-Brucker, (representing Werribee SOAP), 17 Woodville Park h i v e ,  

Hoppers Crossing, Vice. 3030 

, Elaine Bean, P.O. k x  397, Nambour, Qld. 4560 

Robyn Bigg, 12 V i l l s  Ave., Castle H i l l ,  N.S.W. 2754 

Norm Bone, 21 Vickers St,, KialLa, Vic. 3631 

Mebrgie Cowan, c/- Public School, Carrathool, N.S.W. 2713 

Claire  Harvey, 38 Grovernors Drive, Lapstone, N.S.W. 2773 

Ida Jackson, 7 Centenary Ave,, Kingscote, S.A. 5223 

Janet Lawson, 8 May St., Auburn,N.S.W. 2142 

/ V a l  Meher 2 Langley Rd., Cranbourne South, Vicm,3977 
------A . -. -- 
Val McConchie, Lot 31, S tee le  Rd., Fherald, Vic. 3782 

Victor Nossar, 45 Belmore Rd., Peakhurst, N.S.W. "2210 

Jenny Rich, 2.A Brabyn St,, Eastwood, N.S.W. 2122 

Brian Roach, 47 Eucalyptus Drive, Westleigh, N.S.W. 2120 

Shepparton and Di s t r i c t s  SGAP 

/ Lola Smith, 94 RIIU Plains Rd., M t ,  Riverview, N.S.W. 2774, 
\ 

. .' Judy ---. and-Peter -- Smith, -.--____ 44 Ekwkins Pde., B l a x l a n d .  N.S.W. 2774 
Margery Stutchbury, P.O. Box 333, Bundaberg, Qld. 4670 

Margaret Tomalin, 185 B u m s  Rd*, Springwood, N.S.W. 2777 

Jo Walker, I 6 Blundell S t  , , Queanbeyan, N.S. W. 2620 

Albert Rd., ~ e e c r o ' f t ,  N.S.W. 2119 
/-- 

Lyn Williams, 11 Kia Ora St., Mt., Barker, S,A. 5251 . '  

Colleen Werner, 7 Dealsin st,, h i n g t o n ,  N.S.W. 2115 

If anyone would l i k e  t o  pay us a visit I would be delighted t o  meet you, 

Our phone no. is 047-395312. Similar i ly  V a l  Maher i h v i i e e  v i a i t e  from fallow 

members, Val's phone no. is 782 2888. 

. NEXT NEW- - MAY - 
I h e  bird and p h t  dot  the May newsletter are the  QREX BUTCgsRBIBD and 

Any contributions by April  20 p l ease . -  

Judy 3inith : 
44 Hankins We,, 

Blaxland 2774. 
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