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With Spring only a month away, we are having perfect Queensland
winter weather ..... blue cloudless skies, sunshine day after day,
and lovely mild temperatures. But it is only good for the tourists,
most of southern Queensland is in the grip of a drought. Dams and
creeks are going dry, and stock are dying on the Darling Downs. Here, near the coast,
it is still fairly green, but very dusty where we have gravel roads, and we'd love to
have gbout 10 ins. of good, steady, run-off rain. On our farm, tanks are still
holding well, but many have been buying in water for some time now. Luckily, our
bananas can manage without regular irrigation, so we are better off than most.
Winter was slow arriving, and a few showers in May and June followed by some mild

~ days, gave an impression of a "false" Spring. Plants put forth new leaves and began
to flower a few weeks early, and I think even some of the birds were fooled. But a
few very frosty mornings and some strong westerlies told us that it was actually
Winter after all. As I prepare this newsletter, the bush birds can be heard, and the
many gerden visitors are adding their sounds. Grevilleas are bringing Eastern Spinebills;
Scarlet, Yellow-faced, Lewins and White-throated Honeyeaters, while seasonal insect
eaters such as Grey Fantails, Willie Wagtails, Golden Whistlers amd Grey Shrike-thrushes
ere slways present, some coming for mince crumbs after the Kookaburras, Pied Butcher-
birds and Magpies leave. The tiny Rose Robin has been added to my regular garden
visitors, and a couple of weeks ago I thrilled to the sound and sight of Satin Bower-
birds, including the male, in their "playground" in my front garden.

Now on to the important part of the newsletter ..... LITTLE WATTLEBIRDS & HAKEAS.

I chose Little Wattlebirds for this newsletter, because they had taken over my front
garden, or almost, as the Lewins Honeyeaters think it belongs to them. One of our
sub-tropical Grevillea hybrids, G. 'Kay Williams' ('Sandra Gordon' x 'Misty Pink'),
produces flowers with a definite apricot colour practically all year. It is an
excellent bird-attracting plant, mine is now about 3-33m. high, and the Little Wattle-
birds love it. A few brushes on my Wallum Banksia, B. aemula, were also receiving
their attention. It was surprising that they didn't return during May when the
Banksia integrifolia began to flower, or again to the very florific Grev. 'Kay Williams'.
Well, after I selected the Little Wattlebirds, they simply packed up and left, with
only an occasional sighting since. Perhaps they have departed for the coast, where
the Wallum Banksia species ..... aemula, robur and oblongifolia ..... have been in
flower since March.

LITTLE WATTLEBIRD - Anthochaera lunulata: The smallest of the Wattlebirds, at
between 26 & 33 cm. It has a misleading name, as it has no wattles. A better name
could be the "Banksia Honeyeater™, as it prefers habitats where Banksia are dominant.
In the sandstone heaths and forests near Sydney, when Banksia ericifolia is flowering
profusely during Winter and early Spring, the Little Wattlebird nests. Other honey-
eaters visiting the Banksias for nectar are pugnaciously chased. This behaviour can
also be noticed in gardens. b= o O S
Tt is common in the shrub ond heath habitats. of Austrelia's south-east coast from abont
Fragser Island in Queensland to the Adelaide region. It also occurs in south-west
Western Australis. Besides nectar, the Little Wattlebird's food includes insects for
much-needed protein. These are hunted on the wing, and necessary energy is provided

by the abundance of nectar available from the various Banksia species occurring from
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state to state.

Nesting and breeding can occur at any time of the year, probably depending on food
supplies and the weather. The nest is a cup of woven twigs, grasses and other plant
fibre, lined with feathers, wool and plant fibre, usually 1% to 3% m. above the ground.
Eggs are pink-brown with irregular brown or purple spots mainly at the larger end.
Little Wattlebirds are nomadic, moving along the coast, probably following flowerings
of their favoured nectar plants. Banksias, Callistemons and Grevilleas will bring them
to the garden.

There are three races of Litile Wattlebird: Ilumulata (south-west Australia) has a more
distinct white face and reddish-brown iris; tasmanica (Tasmania) is larger and darker
than chrysoptera (eastern mainland Australis), which has a khaki iris.

A rufous or cinnamon wing patch is quite conspicuous in flight.

Another common name is Brush Wattlebird.

From a book by Ellen M. McCulloch ... "Your Garden Birds" ... come more facts on the
Little Wattlebird. A study comparing bird communities at the South Alligator River in
the Northern Territory and the Hawkesbury River in New South Wales, found that one of
the birds recorded as part of the pre-dawm chorus was the Little or Brush Wattlebird.

On the subject of identification, an interesting paragraph from the same book: A New
South Wales lady was adamant that she had seen a Yellow Watilebird from Tasmania
because of the amount of yellow on it. After some rather heated discussion during ar
expensive phone call, it was worked out that it was a local species, the Little or Br.sh
Wattlebird, heavily decorated with pollen. Which flowers it had been feeding on wasn't
discovered, but many garden flowers do carry sticky pollen.

Study Group members' notes on Little Wattlebirds were few, but fitted in ﬁith the above
information, and provided more points of interest.

Pam Sherlock of Murrumbeena, Vic: "Little Wattle Birds are not so sedentary as the Red
Wattle Birds and tend to come to my garden when times are tough and they know there's
tucker to be had. They work over any Eucalyptus flowers in the local gardens, and are
usuelly visiting Grevilleas, Banksias, Callistemons, Jasmine and any nectar-bearing
plants about. I once blamed young children for slashing a clump of red hot poker-type
flowers in full bloom and leaving them bent at the outer edge. The true culprits were
two Little Wattle Birds landing on the terminal flowers, making the stalks sag under
their weight. E

Our Little Wattle Birds nested in a hanging basket on a neighbour's back verandah, and
raised 2 pairs of young, of which only two seem to have survived. Cats are a menace in
the area, preying on small birds. I have not seen any attacks on cats by Little Wattle
Birds, though I have been pleased to witness Red Wattle Birds chasing cats.

Little Wattle Birds are aggressive towards Red Wattle Birds at the nectar feeders I
provide, but the latter use force of numbers to push in and hold the feeder long enougn
for two or three to feed. I stuff bird porridge into pine cones which are then hung
from a bough on string. Being natural acrobats Wattle Birds perform upside-down pecking,
whizzies with one wing, one-footed slides down string, and all manner of defending beak
fights whilst swinging crazily in all directions. .

Little Wattle Birds have a number of interesiing variations of call, becoming trusting
enough to communicate if one is patient. It is my habit to "kwok" when renewing the
food supply, and birds will answer, so we have quite a concert some days, with me
making some weird sounds jusi{ to hear the response.

Their evening moth-gathering flights can be pure joy to watch. Such swift, sweeping
leaps out and up into the air, then snap! I do enjoy my Little Wattle Birds."
(Murrumbeena is a suburb of Melbourne, slightly south-east of the actual city area,

and to the west of Monash University, which is mentioned in the notes of Hakeas.)

Nesting habits described by e friend of mine at Deception Bay, north of Brisbane, are
similar to those noted by Pam Sherlock. Little Wattlebirds used a Treefern, not very
successfully, also a Staghorn where the nest was only just sheltered by an overhanging
frond. Hanging baskets appear to be favoured, but this can be detrimental to the plant

groving therein, as watering has to be gsuspended until the young Sirds lcave the nest,
ond by that timc the plant is cofton de2d. Margaz=et haoo-found that *the very iwissy

branches of Leptosvermum 'Cardwell' provide excellent nest sites, if and when the
Little Wattlebirds use them. '

While the Little Wattlebirds visit my garden from time to time, I've never found a nest.
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instead, I get treated to the constant darting from tree to tree, accompanied by much
beak-clacking and noisy "gqwoks". But I never find them offensive, just rather crazy.

As parents, Little Wattlebirds can seem to be wanting. Two years ago, returning from
an S.G.A.P. Conference near Port Macquarie, I stayed 3 nights at the Kcala Sanctuary
Caravan Park at Broadwater, inlend from Evans Head, northern N.S.W. Hardly had I
arrived and settled in, than I saw some children locking very interested in something
in a large tree near my van. Two adult Little Wattlebirds kept flying around in a very
distracted and useless manner, and I realised that there were 2 baby birds in the tree,
very much at. the mercy of the young children, who wanted to get them and take them back
to their van (I later discovered this had already happened once), as they would a puppy
o= kitten. TFrustrated in attempis to convince the children to leave the baby birds alone,
I closed the van curtains and tried to ignore the situation, after placing the well-worn
nest up higher. BEarly the next morning Sunday), I departed for a dey out at 8a.m.,
knowing I'd never relax. Returning mid-afternoon, I was much relieved to find that the
baby birds were big enough to have climbed higher in the tree, well out-of-reach and safe.
The adult birds appeared unable to do much asbout the whole situation, but sit around and
"gqwok" in their usual silly wey.
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! HAKEAS.

This genus was named after Baron Christian Ludwig von Hake (1745-1818), e German patron
of Botany. A member of the Proteaceae family, Hakea is a large gemus of about 140
species, all endemic to Australia, and over half of them confined to south-west Western
Australia.

They are small to medium woody shrubs, sometimes small trees, with sometimes exceptionally
attractive and conspicuous flowers. Woody fruits of varying shape and size split in two
to release two winged seeds. In most species the fruit remains intact until the bush
dies or is damaged by fire. These fruits can be as attractive a feature of the plant as
the flowers, the colours of which range from white and cream to pink, red and purple.
Hakeas require well-drained soil in a sunny position, and are attractive to nectar-
feeding birds. They are usually hardy plants in cultivation. Propagation by seed is
reasonably reliable, as Hakeas do not appear to hybridize as easily as Grevillea spp.
Many Hekea spp. have terete, sharp-pointed leaves, and are known as Needle Bushes, while
others, such as H. victoriae, heve stiff, broad leaves with toothed margins and are
excellent foliasge plants. Severel Hakea spp. have lanceclate to oblong leaves, and can
easily be confused with Acacia or BEucalyptus leaves when flowers or fruits are absent.

In the Mount Anna Botanic Garden Book "Creating a Native Garden for Birds, is this
comment ¢ Although there are many Hakea species on the native plant mmrsery lists, they
are not used in gardens as they might be. It may be interesting to experiment with them
in a garden planted for birds, because some are excellent shelter and nesting shrubs,
provide nectar and attract insects for insect-eating birds. The Hakeas with cylindrical
sharp leaves, commonly celled Needle Bushes, protect and shelter birds.

There are Western Australian and east coast Hakeas, with some perhaps easiest to grow in
their own enviromment, although most are quite adaptable given full sun, good drainage
and no high-phosphorus fertilizers. J

Following a description of Hakes lanrina, which I will deal with later, the book then
lists and describes species for smaller gardens: Hakeas bakeriana; corymbosa; erinacea;
purpurea; sericea; teretifolia; verrucosa. For larger gardens the following species are
recommended: bucculenta; cucullata; multilineata; francisiana; petiolaris. Larger east
coast Hakeas include the following: dactyloides; eriantha; gibbosa; propingua and
suaveclens.

The Austraflora Book of Australian Plants lists 51 Hakea species, all bird-attractive,
for the nectar. In a small booklet published by the Maroondeh S.G.A.P. in Victoria,
there are 24 species listed. In all these lists mentioned, very few spp. are familiar
to me, and perhaps it is true that we do not grow as many Hakeas as we could.

Descriptions of 10 of the best nectar-producing Hakeas can be found in Wrigley & Fagg's

T 7Bird AftTacting Plants".  Seven are from- Western Australis: H, bucculenta,an out-

standing ornementel plant with tapered spikes-of red flowers 15cm. long, -ona 4m. X 2m.
bush; H.corymbosa, with rigid, pointed lanceolate leaves and terminal clusters of
pale yellow flowers on a tightly compact 2m. x 2m. shrub, provides shelter as well as
nectar, and hardy even through humid summers on the east coast, in a well-drained sunny
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site; H. laurina, the Pin-cushion Hakea, erect or spreading shrub or small tree, with
globular red flower heads with protruding white styles, very well-known, decorative and
hardy; H, multilineata, a good specimen plant with narrow-ocblong leaves to 20cm. ,
long spikes to 15cm. of red or pink flowers in Winter & Spring, but needs staking in
exposed -areas, fruit clusters are useful in dry arrangements; H.orthorrhyncha, bears
red flowers in axillary clusters on a rounded shrub, sometimes shy to flower on the
east coast; H. petiolaris, Sea-urchin Hakea, is a handsome, fast-growing shrub to S5m.
X 2m., tall and erect with grey-green elliptical leaves and dull red globular flowers
with white styles protruding, in Autumn & Winter; H. verrucosa, outstanding, hardy,
rounded 2m. x 2m. shrub with whitish Winter flowers which age quickly te bright red,
shapely without pruning, and accepts high summer humidity.

From Western & South Australia comes H. francisiana, a very attractive erect shrub 3m.
X 1m., which needs staking in exposed positions as it often has a weak root system.
Axillary spikes of red flowers to 8 cm. occur in Spring.

H, bakeriana is a New South Wales species, which is s very neat rounded shrub 1.5m. x
1.5m., and a good foliage plant with light green needle-like leaves to 7 cm. Large
clusters of pink flowers on the o0ld wood occur in Winter and Spring, followed by large
- gbout 5 cm., - fruits,

Very showy and hardy is H. purpurea, from Queensland and New South Wales. It is a
compact shrub to 1.5m. high x 1 m. across, with very prickly, terete, divided foliag
Flowers are bright red, in prominent axillary clusters in Winter and Spring. It
requires full sun for best flowering.

In the book "Extinct and Endangered Plants of Australia", two Hakeas are listed, one
seriously endangered, the other presumed extinct at this stage. A Western Australian
species, Hakea aculeata, natural to tall shrubland on sandy loam, has been recordéd

from only 3 localities in the Central wheatbelt between Cunderin and Hines Hill in
south-west W.A. The 2 known remaining populations are both restricted to road verges.
Extensive clearing for agriculture has been the main threat, and burning, spraying,

road widening activities, and competition from weeds are the greatest risks to the
roadside populations. The species is lignotuberous, so could probably survive fire,

but dense growth of exotic weeds might prevent the establishment of seedlings. It is
not represented in any reserve, and is unknown in cultivation (this was in 1984 when the
book was first published), Hakea aculeata would probably make an attractive ornamental
with its prominent and profuse flowers and unusual columnar growth habit. Flowers, in
September to October, are yellow and strongly scented, leaves and younger branches are
hairy, leaf tips being narrowed into a sharp prickly brown point, from which the species
name 1s derived. The strong honey scent of the flowers should attract many birds.

Hakea pulvinifera was an eastern Australian species, confined to the crest and west ~*de
of a very dry, barren congolmerate hillside where it was growing with scattered Whit.
Cypress Pine, Callitris columellaris, and Alstonia constricta, Quinine Bush. This area
was about 30 km. norht-east of Gunnedah, above the Namoi River, 1.5 km. south-east

of Keepit Dam, in New South Wales. A type collection was made in October 1950, the site
visited again in 1966 end another collection made. In April 1971, the type locality was
revisited, but no trace of the species could be found although a thorough search of the
area was made. The slope had been partly cleared, and a portion of the top of the

ridge had been cleared and flattened to make a carpark area. The site had also been
burnt. Although it is possible, but unlikely, that the species may occur in other
places, it must now be presumed extinct. It is not in cultivation as no mature fruits
were ever found. Hgkea pulvinifers was a small tree or shrub up to 4m., sometimes of
rather spreading habit, with needle-like leaves, and yellowish-white flowers from
October to November.

If, by any chance, anyone has more recent information about either of these Hakeas, I
would be glad to hear from you, I can always .accept correction.

I didn't realise, when I began researching Hakeas for this newsletter, just how many
species there are, and how few we grow. Twenty or more years ago, Hakes saligna was
widely promoted here in south-east Queensland, as an ornamental screening shrub. It
wag -lmost the one o graw. and Was provably the first Hekea we knew miech ghout. I%
UGGILL u:tuEZiiy in the mcunitaincits Spriugbrock region west ¢f tho 2213 Coocst near the
border, but only flowers at the higher altitudes. I've seen evidence of this in a

Mt. Glorious garden, where the shrub had a large number of fruits. It will grow on
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the coast, but rarely survives beyond 15 years, ten years being the average lifetime.

H. saligna (or sallclfolla,_Lo.aeems to_be called now), is a lovely screening shrub to
et 3=iis, birds aften nest im it, its new pink tips are most attractive, but it is——
often a (liteially) dead loss. I grew two in my original Redcliffe garden, but within
10 years both had to be removed due to death. Footpath plantings by the Redcliffe City
Council had the same result.

Heather Bambrick from Yeppoon, near Gladstone in Queensland, reports that her plant
hasn't flowered in 8 years, and is due for the axe pretty soon. Birds often rest in it,
but haven't recently.

In Melbourne, H. saligna flowers, as I was able to collect fruits from one in my step-
danghter's garden in the suburb of Boronia.

Advances in the skill of grafting native plants here in Queensland, mean that many of
the beautiful Western Australian species can now be grown on the east coast. Hakea
gsalicifolia ox saligna is used as a root stock, and while not yet 100% successiul, Tul, does
allow some of us to enjoy the Winter glory of Hakeas such as the glorious red-flowering
Bird-beak Hakea - H. orthorrhyacha.

This particular Hakea is one of the many to be seen in a marvellous bird-attractlve
display on the western Darling Downs (Queensland) property, '"Myall Park", belonging to
Mr. David Gordon, who has spent years and years collecting and growing seed of many
Australian plants. S.G.A.P. members talk about going there to see David's Grevilleas,
But I'm told that his Hakeag are a real July spectacle, with birdsong to match!
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Hakea trineura has become a very popular species around south-east Queensland S.G.A.P.
gardens. Nearly everyone I speak to has one growing and flowering. For some reason,
the one I planted, died, but I!1ll try it again. I firat heard about it 2 years ago,
whilst at a Conference at Bonny Hills, south of Port Macquarie, in New South Wales. One
excursion took us up into the Coopernock State Forest, with the lunch stop at a very
interesting bend of the road. Some visited a nearby waterfall, others just admired the
roadside wildflowers which included Boronias, a Prostanthera, Pink Rock Orchids, an
unusual Epvacris, and up the road ... Hakea trineura! Of course, word only got arocund
as we were being asked to return to the coaches, and there was a mad rush for cameras,
and a look at this wonderful flowering Hakea. I waited patiently after other photo-
graphers, as it was a difficult angle, partly shaded, and what happened when my turn
arrived? One awkward shot at the flowers, and I ran out of film! And no time to get
another one. But doesn't that always happen? Anyway, that was my first exnerlenCe of
Hakea trineura, and I keep hearing asbout it all the time.

Colin Cornford, a Pine Rivers member and leader of the Melaleuca Study Group, kindly
offered the following information on Hakea trineuras:

"In 1974, while travelling through the Canoons area, batween Marlborough and Rockhampton
I noticed the late afternoon sun highlighting what appeared to be golden flowers on
shrubs growing in the bush off the side of the road. Investigation showed it was not
flowers, but golden new growth of a Hakea, but I could not put a2 name to it. Plants
were carrying lots of seed cagsules so obviously it must have flowered well.

During subsequent trips along this road, I watched for flowers and when these appeared,
I forwarded a specimen to David Hockings for identification. It was identified as
Hakea trineura, which was thought to be extinct, as it hadn't been sighted since 1890.
This plant is restricted to a fairly small area at Canoona, and has alsoc been found in
a small area near the Manning River in northern N.S.W.

Canoona is located about 45 km. north of Rockhampton on the Bruce Highway, and is the
site of Queensland's first gold rush in 1858. At Canoona, Hakea trineura grows on the
lower slopes of steep stony ridges. It has proved to be adaptable as a garden plant.
Hakea trineura is an erect, open shrub which can grow up to 5 m., but generally around
2-3 m. with a snread of 1-2 m. It has thick lanceolate leaves which are smooth and
lime-green in colour, and which are 7-12cm. long with three prominent veins. Tew
growth is golden. Flowers are green to greenish-yellow, and borne in axlllary ‘racemes
in late winter and spring. Flowers produce copious amounts of nectar.” .

Another Pine Rivers (Qld.) S.G.A.P. member showed me several Hakeas growing in her
garden, many from northern Australia. The seed had been collected by another Pine
Rivers member, during travels in northern Queensland and the Northern Territory, and
given to Esther to grow. Without a written list I cannot remember the names, and as
very few have yet flowered, I don't know of their bird-attracting potential.
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Along our south-east Queensland coast, and for a distance inland, there are 10 species
of Hakea, and of them only two would be generally well-known, these being H. gibbosa, a

whllum*& hintorland specics, and B, porpures, an inland showbh. The former ranges in sizz
Trom T3 E. o the coast ¥o a tdll 3-4 m: shrub in the M. Mec State Forest, north of

"Brisbane.” It has long, soft needle leaves, small white flowers in winter & spring, and

woody fruits, oval to round with a pointed end. H. gibbosa can become a "weed" in areas
where burn-offs are too frequent. H. purvurea comes from further out west, but grows
on the coast, in a sunny position, flowers are usually a deep red on a rather prickly
rounded shrub. Local S.G.A.P. members who have an interest in their area's bush plants
would be acquainted with Hakeas florulenta, plurinervia, fraseri and dactyloides, Both
small slender shrubs, H. florulenta and H. plurinervia are to be found on the coast and
on the slopes of hinterland ranges. K. dactyloides occurs on the Granite Belt, (I have
seen it near Stanthorpe), and I first saw H. purpures in a park/rest area on the eastern
outskirts of Romg «.... the "Gateway to the West".
Hakea florulenta grows very close to home, and I am very proud of one in my garden, as
I raised it from seed collected on the north-eastern slopes of our own little Mt. Kobble,
where we live. It also grows in the coastal Wallum (heathland), around 1-2 m. high
with linear-elliptic leaves pink-tinged when new, small creamy-white flowers along the
stems, followed by narrow small woody fruits. It is a small attractive garden shrub.
H. plurinervia has similar growth, perhaps a little taller, with pink in the creamy-
white flowers, and prominent veins in the leaves. Both of these shrubs are at the
Redcliffe Education Centre, in the garden featuring coastal Wallum species.
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On a short trip to Melbourne in May, I particularly noticed a couple of Hakea species
at Monash University; in the suburb of Boronia where we stayed; at Point Lonsdale;
at Lorne along the Great Ocean Road; and along the outer suburban highways. These
appear to have been Hakeas laurina and suaveolens. .

Now some notes fram Study Group members:

Peri Sherlock: '"Most garden Hakeas in the Melbourne area near Chadstone where I live

are spp. sericea, laurine and suaveolens, but in Council and M.M.B.W. parks where more
space has been allowed for native plants, a wider variety can be found. Monash Univer-
8ity has a wonderful campus designed with mainly Australian native plants, and some
umsual ones seem to flourish there. Hakeas francisiana, shiressi, victoriae and
petiolaris grow well whilst H. teretifolia was removed from the carpark.

Opposite our house is the southernmost section of the Outer Circle Railway Linear Park
which is being replanted with local native grasses and shrubs. Of the Hakeas, sericea
with pink, and white flowers, ghiressi with its deep green leaves and purple flowers, and
"White Wings" which flowed over a diameter of six or seven feet, and flowered for r ths
on end, seemed to be best. H. laurina found the winds too strong even though sheltered
by lower plantings, and duly fell over. I must confess that I do not often see birds at
these plants, although the Wattle Birds, Eastern Rosellas, Silver-eyes and White-plumed
Honeyeaters are always in the locality, whilst the seasonal Galahs, Cockatoos and
smaller barrots must come here because food is available.”

Note: We attended my step-daughter's Graduation at Monash Uni. in May, and I thought
the gardens wers simply wonderful, and there was too little time to see very much.

Judy Smith, at Blaxland in the Blue Mountains, N.S.W.: "There are a number of Hakeas

in the mountains, some such as H. dactyloides and H. provingua quite common, others such
as H. congtablei classed as rare plants. I have a H. gericea in the garden, which
struggles on and flowers undexr extremely adverse conditions - it is quite spindly
however and I have never noticed birds in it ... it is by no means prickly enough to be
a potential nesting site. I have noticed Finch nests in prickly Hakeas in the bush
(probably Red-Browed Finches)."

Burnie Garnmer, of Jan Juc, near Torquay, where the Great Ocean Road in Victeoria begins,
wrote at length, and sent slides, plant lists, etc., tells of another Hakea: "We have
an interesting Hakea growing, called H. crassinervia. Not much background information
as it's not listed in our plant books, but I hear it's described in Rodger Elliot's
"Encyclopaedia of Australian Plants". It could be of unknown origin, thought initially
to be extinct in its natural habitat. Natural habitat unknown, now possibly a hybrid;
about 6 plants only in this part of Victoria; introduced to this area via S.G.A.P.




LR 7 ecs

-

Geelong from the Hakea Study Group in Melbourne. Our plant was bought from an S.G.A.P.
Geelong member, planted in gypsum-treated clay soil, it didn't look promising but
gradually took hold, growing vigorously, now in its first flowering (May 1991), present
size is about 30 cm. high x about 1.5m. wide. I can reccmmend it for this district at
least as a worthwhile and interesting plant. Bird visits noted to date have been by
resident Wattle Birds but more will follow, I feel sure.

Hakea laurina does quite well here as well, we have several nearby, but not in our own
garden., On our boockshelf at the moment is an arrangement of Hakea lauring in full
bloom, quite an arresting sight."

Included in Burnie's slides were 4 of H. crassinervia, which has stiff elliptical

leaves with pronounced light green margins and central vein, and mid-pink flowers with
paler pink stamens. These occur in open clusters at the ends of the outer stems. It
appears to be a low spreading shrub, which I have seen and photographed in Merv. Hodge's
(Grevilleas) garden near Brisbane. His plant is a grafted one, with H. salicifolia as
the root stock. H. crassinervia appears to have potential as an attractive gayden plant.

These next comments come from Hazel Blackney, leader of the Hakea Study Group, who lives
at Eaglemont, a north-eastern suburb of Melbourne: She states that Hakeas are bird-
attracting plants, but that she has rarely seen birds around her 7O+ Hakeas, maybe
because they have specific visiting times. Her husband has observed honeyeaters in the
Banksia at the edge of their patio, at around 7.15a.m., as they made a quick foray
through the garden collecting their breakfast, and this wes a regular pattern.

My “own. sbservations. of bird-feeting pattorns bear out the abowe.- I-have noticed that
the birds which regmiaerly visit my garden, and use the provided water-dishes, tend to do
So at more or less the same time each day. Red-backed Wrens follow a definite feeding
route along one of our roads arcund 8a.m. I usually hear the White-throated Honeyeaters
around “their" water dish between 1.30 & 2.,00p.m. So perhaps when we Say we haven't

seen certain birds at our plants, we simply aren't looking at the correct time.
; * * *
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Hakea lauring was one of the first Australian plants I "met", around 11 years ago, when
I first became involved in this "hobby" by joining the Redcliffe Australian Plants Club.
Another member had one in her garden, and I thought it quite pretty with its dusty-pink
flowers with cream stamens, but I never got around to growing one. Enid's was an open
slender tall shrub to sbout 3 m., similar to another plant I'd seen in Redcliffe. It
has been long gone, as Bnid is always rearranging her garden, and replanting. There I
was in May in Melbourne, anyway, and suddenly finding this shrub all over the place, and
realising it was Hakea laurina, and so different from the ones I'd seen in Queensland.
At Point Lonsdale was this wonderful footpath specimen, about 2% m. high x 3% m. wide,
and flowers all over it, very pink with little cream showing. Then I started to see it
along streets and highways all around the Melbourne area, where its top-heavy growth
would make it prone to falling over,

A Brisbane S.G.A.P. couple saw H. laurina in its nstural habitat in south-west Western
Australia. Passing through the town of Demmark, they saw it in flower and photographed
it in case they found no more of it. Well, you know what happens 1f you say you'll take
a photo next time you see scmething «.... you never see it again. Well, this time they
did see more of Hakea lauring ..... kilometres of it!

Well, after acquiring all this new knowledge of Hakeas, I think I will have %o grow a few
more, Last year I tried to add 2 more Hakeas to my garden, one being the now-deceased

H. trineura, the other a plant I purchased at Rockhampton during a holiday to Mackay and
back. It was labelled "Hakea florulenta", but the leaves were definitely not of that
species, I know that one well enough. So I bought it out of curiosity, hoping one day

to have it identified. Left in its pot for several months, it began to drop leaves, SO

I planted it out in a new area for Grevilleas, etc. Following a few showers in May and
June, it has sprouted 5 new leaves, so must like where it is. A Springsure (central Qld)
S.G.A.P. member also has one of these mystery Hakeas in her garden. Hazel Blackney, in

. her last newsleiter, comments on incorrect labelling of plants, with a Hakea she bought,

While so many of-ws ure -eagerly-growing -them;—there=are-those  who are expending their - -
energy getting rid of Hakeas which have become weeds. Re;ding through the S.G.A.P.
Victoria Newsletter of September 1990, I found an article on "Melaleuca hypericifolia
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and other weeds" by Judy Barker. From June 11 to 17 in 1990, it was "Weed Week" for -
ANGAIR (Anglesea and Airey's Inlet Society for the Protection of Flora and Fauna,).
During this week, volunteers worked constantly removing weeds from the sensitive
coastal and heathland environments. Garden weeds, introduced exotics and several
ornementdl Australian natives which had nearly taken over some areas, included Hakeas
laurina and suaveolens. These two species do seem to do rather well in Victoria,

4 late contribution on Golden & Rufous Whistlers came from Judy Smith, in the Blue
Mountains, N.S.W. They live on a ridge with a fairly steep slope to a creek below,
Rufous Whistlers frequent the garden in winter, Golden Whistlers in summer, with the
latter moving into the gully in winter, and the Rufous in summer. In May a male Golden
Whistler and 2 females were noted pottering about in Acacia longifolia, a Bucalypt and
a Mulberry tree,

Birds certainly aren't "racist", as Heather Bambrick, Yeppoon, Qld., puts it., Her birds
flit happily from native to exotic and back again, and some of my birds spend a lot of
time in the African Tulips and the Leopard Tree, with the Jacaranda the favecurite stop-
over,

I'm sometimes asked what field of study I'ﬁ concentrating on with the Study Group. It
isn't easy for me to define, as I feel our task is basically to ascertain which of ou
Australian plants attract and support which birds in our varied state habitats. Oux
Study Group cffers a wide range of interests, as it is not confined to one particular
plant or group of plants. As well as learning about Australian plants in general, we
can also indulge in the side interest of bird-watching. One thing I would like to do
is put together a collection of "Bird & Plant" slides, and someday the information we
accumulate might be used in the publication of a series of small booklets. For the
present, I am still working to increase membership, and have it spread across all of
Australia. When I think of all those lovely bird-attracting plants .... Banksias,
Dryandras, Hakeas .... in Western Australia, and no members over there to send in some
information!

Study Group membership fees for the 1991-92 year were due in June ..... $5.00, with
cheques made payable to "Birds & Native Plants Study Group", and forwarded to:
Barbara Henderson,
M.S. 1063 Farrow Road,
Samsonvale, Q. 4520,
Members who have already paid their subscriptions for the 1991-92 year will receive
their receipts with this newsletter, so if it arrives minus a receipt, you will know
you are unfinancisl.

This brings me to the "bird" and "plant" for the next newsletter, which will come out
in ¥ebmaary/March 1992, I try to choose birds and plants which occur in each state,
giving all members the opportunity to participate in Study Group research. This takes
some consideration, as I have to look further afield than the familiar local species.

Our next birds will -be: Pale~headed Rosella; Eastern Bosella; Western Rosella.
Plant choice ist Phe Lilly-Pillies ..... Acmena; Rugenia; Syzygium.

Coming into the warmer months and summer, the rainforest plants will be coming into
flower, then fruit, and the chosen birds appear to be frequent garden visitors.

Deadline for items for the next newsletter will be mid-February 1992,

Late information on Little Wattle Birds and Hakeas will still be accepted, if new
members have anything to contribute.

South Australian members might like to comment on the status of Glossy Black Cockatoos,
In a local T.V. "Earth Quest" segment, it was stated that they have been placed on the
endangered list in S.A., with a population of only 120 birds remaining on Kangaroo Is.
They visit us here anmially, feeding on the Casuarina torulosa seeds, and I love them.

If anyone is going to the Perth Confarence and tours, Il -be pleaged tno- meat ynu'ove?
here - I'm really locking forward to~the trip, and-Inverd to-have ghout o weex io and
around Adelaide on my return trip.
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