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'Jith Spring only a month away, w e  a r e  having perfect  Queensland 
winter weather . . . . . blue c loudless  s k i e s ,  sunshine day a f t e r  day, 
and l ove ly  mild temperatures. But it is only good f o r  t h e  t o u r i s t s ,  
most of southern Queensland i s  in t h e  g r i p  of a drought. Dams and 
creeks a r e  going d ry ,  and stock a r e  dying on the  Darling Downs. Here, near t h e  coast ,  
i t  is  s t i l l  f a i r l y  green, but very dusty  where we have gravel  roads, and weld love t o  
have about 10 ins .  of good, s t e d y ,  run-off rain.  On our farm, tanks a r e  s t i l l  
holding wel l ,  but  many have been buying i n  water f o r  some time now. Luckily, our 
bananas can manage without regu lz r  i r r i g a t i o n ,  so we a r e  b e t t e r  off than most. 
Winter was slow ar r iv ing ,  and a few showers i n  May and June followed by some mild 
days ,-gave---anan*pression of a I f f  d s e "  Spring, P l a n t s -  put  f o r t h  new leaves and began 

- - - -  

t o  flower a few weeks ea r ly ,  and I th ink  even some of t h e  b i rd s  were fooled. But a 
few very f r o s t y  mornings and 'some s t rong  wester l ies  t o l d  us t h a t  it was ac tua l l y  
Tinter  a f t e r  a l l .  A s  I prepare t h i s  'newslet ter ,  t he  bush b i r d s  can be heard, and t he  
many garden v i s i t o r s  a r e  adding t h e i r  sounds. Grevil leas a r e  bringing Eastern  Sp ineb i l l s ;  
Scar le t ,  Yellow-faced, Lewins and White-throated Honeyeaters, while seasonal i n sec t  
ea te r s  such as Grey Fan ta i l s ,  Wi l l i e  Wagtails, Golden Whistlers amd Grey Shrike-thrushes 
a r e  always present ,  some coming f o r  mince c h b s  a f t e r  t h e  Kookaburras, Pied Butcher- 
b i rds  and Magpies l e a ~ e .  The t i n y  Rose Robin has been added t o  my regular garden 
v i s i t o r s ,  and a couple of weeks ago I t h r i l l e d  t o  t he  sound and s igh t  of S a t i n  Bower- 
b i rds ,  including t he  male, i n  t h e i r  "playgroundf' i n  my f r o n t  garden. 

Now on t o  t h e  important par t  of t h e  newslet ter  ..... LITTLE WATTLEBIRDS & HAREIIS. 

I chose L i t t l e  Wattlebirds f o r  t h i s  newslet ter ,  because they had taken over m y  f r o n t  
garden, o r  almost, as t h e  Lewins Honeyeaters th ink it belongs t o  them. One of our 
sub- t ropical  Grevi l lea  hybrids, G. 'Kay Williamst ( 'Sandra Gordon1 x 'Misty Pink1 ) , 
produces f lowers with a d e f i n i t e  ap r i co t  colour p r a c t i c a l l y  all year. It is an 
excel lent  b i rd - a t t r ac t i ng  plant ,  mine is  now about 3-3h.  high, and the  Li t t le  Wattle- 
b i rds  love it. A few brushes on my W a l l u m  Banksia, 3. aemula, were a l so  receiving 
t h e i r  a t t en t i on .  It w a s  surprisiing t h a t  they d idn ' t  r e tu rn  during Mag when t h e  
Banksia f n t e g r i f o l i a  began t o  f lower ,  o r  again t o  the  very f l o r i f i c  Grev. 'Kay WLlliamsl. 
Well, a f t e r  I se lec ted  t he  L i t t l e  Wattlebirds,  they simply packed up and l e f t ,  with 
only an occasional  s igh t ing  since.  Perhaps they have departed f o r  t he  coas t ,  where 
the  Wallum Banksia species  . . . . . semula, robur and o b l o ~ i f o l i a  . . . . . have been i n  
flower s i nce  March. 

LITTLE WATTLEBIRD - Anthochaera lunu la ta :  The smal les t  of t he  Wattlebirds, at 
between 26 & 33 cm. It has a misleading name, as it  has no wat t les .  A b e t t e r  name 
could be t h e  "Banksia Honeyeater", as i t  prefers  h a b i t a t s  where Banksia a re  dominant. 
I n  t he  sandstone heaths a n d  f o r e s t s  near Sydney, when Banksia e r i c i f o l i a  i s  flowering 
profusely during Winter and e a r l y  Spring, the  L i t t l e  Wattlebird nests .  Other honey- 
ea te r s  v i s i t i n g  t h e  Banksias f o r  nec ta r  a r e  pugnaciously chased. This behaviour can 
a l so  be noticed i n  gardens. .--- -_ . -  . _ _  . . . - .  . .  . 
Tt is C C ~ Z C L ~  i_g. ?he nhmh ~ i l  heeth  h&i+.s+a.-& &:ptizdjgts s=!i~t.h-eesf c o g t  from. abnlrt 
Fraser I s land  i n  Queensland t o  t h e  Adelaide region. It a l s o  occurs i n  south-west 
Western Australia. Besides nec ta r ,  t he  L i t t l e  Wattlebird' s food includes i n s e c t s  f o r  
much-needed prote in .  These a r e  hunted on t he  w i n g ,  and necessary energy i s  provided 
by the  abundance of nectar  ava i l ab l e  from the  various Banksia species occurring from 



s t a t e  t o  s t a t e .  
Nesting and breeding can occur at any time of the  year, probably depending on food 
suppl ies  and t h e  weather. The nest  is a cup of woven twigs, grasses and o ther  p l an t  
f i b r e ,  l i ned  with feathers ,  wool 8nd plan t  f i b r e ,  u s W l y  13 t o  3% m. above t h e  ground. 
Eggs are, pink-brown with i r r egu l a r  brown o r  purple spots  mainly at t h e  l a r g e r  end. 
L i t t l e .  Wattlebirds a re  nomadic, moving along the coast ,  probably following flowerings 
of t h e i r ' f a n u r e d  nectar  plants.  Banksias, Callistemons and Grevilleas w i l l  b r ing  them 
t o  t he   axd den, 
There &e t h r ee  races of Little Wattlebird: l d a t a  (south-west d n s t r a l i a )  has a more 
distinct white face and readish-brown iris; tasmanica  asma mania) is l a r g e r  and darker 
t h a n  chrysoptera (eas te rn  m a i n l a d  Aus t ra l i a ) ,  which has a khaki iris. 
A &us o r  cinnamon wing patch is q u i t e  conspicuous i n  f l i & t .  
Another cammon aame i s  Brush W~+tlebird. 

From a book by El len  M. McCulloch . . . "Yo= Garden Birds" . . . come more f a c t s  on t h e  
L i t t l e  Wattlebird. A study comparing b i r d  communities at t h e  South Al l iga tor  River in 
t h e  Northern Ter r i to ry  and the  Hawkesbury River in New South Wales, found t h a t  one of 
t h e  b i rds  recorded as p a r t  of t h e  pre-dawm chorus was t he  L i t t l e  o r  Brush Wattlebird. 
On the  subject  of i den t i f i c a t i on ,  an in t e r e s t i ng  paragraph from the  same book: A New 
South Wales l ady  was adamant t h a t  she had seen a Yellow Wattlebird from Tasmania 
because of t he  amount of yellow on it. Bf te r  some r a the r  heated discuss ion during ar 
expensive phone c a l l ,  it w a s  worked out t h a t  it w a s  a l o c a l  species ,  t he  L i t t l e  o r  B ~ d h  
Wattlebird, heavi ly  decorated with pollen. Which flowers it had been feeding on wasn't 
discovered, but many garden flowers do ca r ry  s t i cky  pollen. 

Study Group members' notes on L i t t l e  Wattlebirds were few, but  f i t t e d  i n  with the  above 
information, and provided more points  of i n t e r e s t .  

Pam Sherlock of Wrumbeena, Tic: " L i t t l e  Wattle Birds a r e  not so  sedentary as t h e  Red 
Wattle Birds and tend t o  come t o  m y  garden when times a re  tough and they know the re ' s  
tucker t o  be had. They work over any &caly-ptus flowers i n  t h e  l o c a l  gardens, and a r e  
usua l ly  v i s i t i n g  Grevil leas,  Banksias , Callistemons, Jasmine and any nectar-bearing 
p l an t s  about. I once blamed yopng ch i ld ren  f o r  slashing a clump of red hot poker-type 
flowers i n  f u l l  bloom and lea* them bent at the  outer edge. The t r u e  c u l p r i t s  -were 
two L i t t l e  Wattle Birds landing on t he  terminal  flowers, making t h e  s t a l k s  sag  under 
t h e i r  weight. 
Our L i t t l e  Wattle Birds nested i n  a hanging basket on a neighbour's back verandah, and 
ra ised 2 pa i r s  of young, of which only two seem t o  have s u d v e d .  Cats aze a menace i n  
t h e  area,  preying on small bi rds .  I have not seen any a t tacks  on c a t s  by L i t t l e  Wattle 
Birds,  though I have been pleased t o  witness Red Wattle Birds chasing cats.  
L i t t l e  Wattle Birds a re  aggressive towards Red Wattle Birds at t he  nectar  feeders  I 
provide, but t h e  l a t t e r  use  fo rce  of numbers t o  push i n  and hold t he  feeder  long enougn 
f o r  two o r  th ree  t o  feed. I s t u f f  b i rd  porridge i n to  pine cones which a r e  then hung 
from a bough on s t r ing .  Being natural  acrobats Wattle Birds perform upside-down pecking, 
whizzies with one wing, one-footed s l i d e s  down s t r i ng ,  and all manner of defending beak 
f i g h t s  whi ls t  swinging c r az i l y  in all direct ions .  
L i t t l e  Wattle Birds have a number of i n t e r e s t i ng  var ia t ions  of c a l l ,  becoming t ,ust ing 
enough t o  communicate if one is  pat ient .  It is my hab i t  t o  "kwok" when renewing the  
food supply, and b i rds  w i l l  answer, so we have qui te  a concert some days, with me 
making some weird sounds jus t  t o  hear t h e  response. 
Their evening moth-gathering f l i g h t s  can be pure joy t o  watch. Such swi f t ,  sweeping 
leaps  out and up i n to  the  air, then snap! I do enjoy my L i t t l e  Wattle Birds." 
( ~ r u n b e e n a  is a suburb of MelSourne, s l i g h t l y  south-east of t he  ac tua l  city area ,  
and t o  t he  west of Monash University, which i s  mentioned i n  t h e  notes of Bakeas.) 

Nesting hab i t s  described by e f r i end  of mine at Deception Bay, north of Brisbane, a r e  
s imi l a r  t o  those noted by Pan Sherlock. L i t t l e  Wattlebirds used a Treefern, not very 
successful ly ,  a l so  a Staghorn where the  nes t  w a s  only jus t  shel tered by an overhanging 
frond. Hanging baskets appear t o  be favoured, but t h i s  can be detrimental  t o  t he  p lan t  
g r c q i q  . ths reb ,  aa ~ r l s ? , e r i x  . - h a  $9 be gqspegde? u z t i l t _ i s  gc-ag S b d s  leave the  ne-st; 
~ s d  tha t  -,lzt iG 2ztzz - focz- &=,-;-=', hs.-f=.x&. fh2t t h z  7y-w - - J  -.'Low 

branches of L e p t o s ~ e m m  l C z c d w e l l '  provide excellent  neat s i t e s ,  if and when the  
L i t t l e  Wattlebirds use them. 

While t h e  L i t t l e  Wattlebirds e s i t  my garden from time t o  time, I ' v e  never found a nest .  



fnstead, I get treated t o  the constant darting from t r e e  t o  t r ee ,  accompanied by much 
beak-clacking and noisy "qwoks". But I never f ind  them offersive,  just ra ther  crazy. 

Bs parents,  L i t t l e  Wattlebirds can seem t o  be wanting. Two years ago, returning from 
aii S. G.A.P. Conference near Port h c q u a r i e ,  1. stayed 3 nights at the  Koala Sanctuary 
Caravan Park at Broadwater, inland from Evans Head, northern N.S. W. Hardly had I 
arrived and se t t l ed  in, than I scw some children looking .very interested in something 
i n  a l a rge  t r e e  near my van. Two adult L i t t l e  Wattlebirds kept flying around i n  a very 
d is t rac ted  and useless manner, and I real ised tha t  there were 2 baby b i rds  i n  the t r ee ,  
very much &. the  mercy of the  young children, who wanted t o  get them and take them back 
t o  t h e i r  pan (I l a t e r  discovered t h i s  had already happened once), as they would a puppy 
o r  k i t t en .  M t r a t e d  i n  attempts t o  convince the  children t o  leave t h e  baby birds alone, 
I closed the van curtains and t r i e d  t o  i ore the s i tnat ion,  a f t e r  placing the  well-worn 
nest up higher. Early t h e  next morning tP" sunday), I departed f o r  a day out at 8a.m., 
knowing I ' d  never relax. Returning mid-afternoon, I was much relieved t o  f ind that  the 
baby b i r d s  were big enough t o  have climbed higher in the t r ee ,  well out-of-reach and safe. 
The adul t  b i rds  appeared unable t o  do much about the  whole s i tuat ion,  but s i t  around and 
"qwok" i n  t h e i r  usual s i l l y  w e y .  

WklHw- -* -*** **mCmC 

This genus w a s  named a f t e r  Baron Christian Ludwig von Hake (1745-1818), a German patron 
of Botany. A member of t h e  Proteaceae family, Hakea i s  a large genus of about 140 
species,  all endemic to  Australia, and over half of them confined t o  south-west Western 
Australia. 
They a re  s m a l l  t o  medium woody shrubs, sometimes s m a l l  t rees ,  with sometimes exceptionally 
a t t r a c t i v e  and conspicuous flowers. Woody f r u i t s  of varying shape and s i z e  s p l i t  in two 
t o  re lease  two winged seeds. I n  most species the  f r u i t  remains in t ac t  until the bush 
d ies  or  i s  damaged by f i r e .  These f r u i t s  can be as a t t r ac t ive  a feature of the plant as 
the  flowers, the colours of which range from white and cream t o  pink, red and purple. 
Hakeas require  well-drained s o i l  i n  a sunny posit ion, and are a t t r ac t ive  t o  nectar- 
feeding birds .  They are  usua l ly  hardy plants i n  cultivation. Propagation by seed i s  
reasonably re l iab le ,  as Weas do not appear t o  hybridize as eas i ly  as Grevillea spp. 
Many Hskea spp. have t e r e t e ,  s h q - p o i n t e d  leaves, and are  known as Needle Bushes, while 
others ,  such as H. v ic tor iae ,  hzve st iff ,  broad leaves with toothed m~lrgins and are  
excellent fo l iage  plants. Severel Bakes, spp. have lanceolate t o  oblong leaves, and can 
eas i ly  be confused with Acacia o r  E u c a l y ~ t u s  leaves when flowers or  f r u i t s  a re  absent. 

I n  the Mount Anna Botanic Garden Book "Creating a Native Gzrden f o r  Birds, i s  th i s  
comment: Although there a re  many Hakea species on the native plant nnrsery l i s t s ,  they 
are not used in gardens as they might be. It may be interest ing t o  experiment with them 
i n  a garden planted for  b i rds ,  because some are  excellent she l te r  and nesting shrubs, 
provide nectar  and a t t r a c t  insects  for  insect-eating birds.  The Hakeas with cylindrical 
sharp leaves,  commonly c d l e d  Needle Bushes, protect and she l te r  birds. 
There a r e  Western Australian and east  coast Hakeas, w'ith some perhaps eas ies t  t o  grow i n  
t h e i r  own environment, although most aze quite  adaptable given f u l l  sun, good d r w e  
and no high-phosphorus f e r t i l i z e r s .  
Following a description of E&sa laurtna, which I w i l l  deal with l a t e r ,  the book then 
l ists and describes species for  smaller gardens: Hake- bakeriana; corgmbosa; eriaacea; 
pwburea; e ericea; t eret if olia; verrucosa. For la rger  gardens the following species are 
recommended : bucculenta; c u d 1  at&; mult i l i nea ta ;  f rancisia-.la; p e t i o l a r i s  . Larger east  
coast W e a s  include the fol lowbg:  dactgloides; erieatha; ~ i b b o s a ;  prooimua and 
suaveolens. 

The Bustraflora Book of Australian Plants l i s ts  51 W e a  species, a l l  b i rd-at t ract ive,  
f o r  the nectar.  I n  a s m a l l  booklet published by the Woondah S.G.A.P. i n  Victoria, 
there  a r e  24 species l i s t e d .  I n  all these l is ts  mentioned, very few spp. ule  familiar . 
t o  me, and perhaps it is t r u e  t h a t  we do not grow as many Hakeas as we could. 

D e s c r i ~ t i o n s  of 10 of the  best nectar-producing Hakeas can be found i n  Wigley & Fagg's - ---.....- 

-- . .- " B i r d  ' ~ t t r a c - t i -  'PIafits''. -. Seven &re -from- West'ern _Australia: g. buec!uienta,an .----- A out- 
standing ornament&&nt with tapered spikes -of -red. Eowers 15cm. long, .-om 4m. x 
bush; H. combosa,  with r i g i d ,  pointed lanceolate leaves ,and terminal c lus te rs  of 
pale yellow flowers on a t i g h t l y  comgact 2m. x 2m. shrub, provides s h e l t e r  as well a~ 
nectar,  and hardy even through humid summers on the east  c o a t ,  in a well-drained 



s i t e ;  laurfia, the Pin-cushion Hakea, erect or spreading shrub or small t r e e ,  with 
globular red flower heads with protruding white s ty les ,  very well-known, decorative and 
hardy; B. W t i l i n e a t a ,  a good specimen plant with narrow-oblong leaves t o  20cm., 
long spikes t o  15cm. of red o r  pink flowers in Winter & Spring, but needs staking in 
exposed -seas, f r u i t  c lusters  a re  useful i n  d m  arrangements ; H.orthomhmcha, bears 
red flowers. i n  ax i l la ry  clusters  on a rounded shrub, sometimes shy t o  flower on the 
east coast; E. vetiolarfs, Sea-urchin Hakea, is  a handsome, fast-growing shrub t o  5m. 
x 2m., tall and erect with grey-peen e l l i p t i c a l  leaves aad du l l  red globular flowers 
with white s ty les  protruding, i n  Autumn & Finter ;  H. verrucosa, outstanding, hardy, 
rounded 2m. x 2m. shrub with whitish Winter flowers which age quickly to  bright red, 
shapely without pruning, and accepts high summer humidity. 
fim Western & South Bustralia comes H. francisiana, a very a t t r ac t ive  erect  shrub 3m. 
x Im., which needs staking i n  exposed posit ions as it often has a weak root system, 
Axillary spikes of red flowers t o  8 cm. occur i n  Spring. 
H. bakeriaaa is a New South Wales species, which is  a very neat rounded shrub 1.5m. x 
1.5m., and a good fol iage plant with l igh t  green needle-like leaves t o  7 cm. Large 
clusters of pink flowers on the old wood occur i n  Winter and Spring, followed by la rge  
- about 5 cm. - f ru i t s .  
Very showy and hardy is  E. -area, from Queensland and Eew South Wales. It i s  a 
compact shrub t o  1.5~1. high x 1 m. across, with very prickly, t e re t e ,  divided folia,g 
Flowers are  bright red, i n  prominent ax i l l a ry  c lus te rs  i n  Winter and Spring. It 
requires f u l l  sun fo r  best  flowering. 

In  the book "Extinct and Endangered Plants of Australia", two Hakeas are l i s t e d ,  one 
seriously endangered, the other presumed ext inct  a t  t h i s  stage. A Western Australian 
species, Hakea aculeata, natural t o  tall shrubland on sandy loam, has been recorded 
from only 3 l o c a l i t i e s  i n  the Central wheatbelt between Cunderin and Hines H i l l  i n  
south-west W.A. The 2 known remaining populations a re  both res t r ic ted  t o  road verges. 
Extensive clearing f o r  agriculture has been the main threa t ,  and burning, spraying, 
r o d  widening a c t i v i t i e s ,  and competition from weeds are  the greatest  r isks  t o  the 
roadside populations. The species is lignotuberous, so could probably survive f i r e ,  
but dense growth of exotic weeds might prevent the establishment of seedlings. It i s  
not represented in any reserve, and is unknown in cul t iva t ion  ( t h i s  was i n  1984 when the 
book w a s  f i r s t  published). Eakea aculeata would probably make an a t t r ac t ive  ornamental 
with i t s  prominent and profuse flowers and unusual columnar growth habit. Flowers, in 
September t o  October, are yellow and strongly scented, leaves and younger branches a re  
hairy, l e d  t i p s  being narrowed into a sharp prickly brown point, from .which the species 
name is derived. The strong hocey scent of the  flowers should a t t r a c t  many birds. 
Hake& d-fera  w a s  an eastern Australian species, confined t o  the crest  and west -'de 
of a very dry, barren congolmerate h i l l s i d e  where it w a s  growing with scat tered Whit, 
Cypress Pine, Call i txis  columellaris, and Alstonia constricts, Quinine Bush. This area 
was about 30 km. norht-east of b e d a h ,  above the Namoi River, 1.5 km. south-east 
of Keepit Dam, i n  New South Weles. A type col lect ion was made i n  October 1950, the s i t e  
visited again i n  1966 and another col lect ion made. I n  April 1971, the type l o c a l i t y  w a s  
revisited,  but no t race of the species could be found although a thorough search of the 
area was made. The slope had been par t ly  cleared, and a portion of the top of the  
ridge had been cleared and flattened t o  make a carpark area. The s i t e  had a lso  been 
burnt. Although it i s  possible, but unlikely,  tha t  the species may occur i n  other 
places, it  must now be presumed extinct. It is not in cul t iva t ion  as no mature f r u i t s  
were ever found. Hdiea a u l m f e r a  was a s m a l l  t r ee  or shrub up t o  @., sometimes of 
rather spreading habi t ,  with needle-like leaves, and yellowish-white flowers from 
October t o  November. 
I f ,  by any chance, anyone has more recent information about e i the r  of these Hakeas, I 
would be glad to  hear from you, I can always .accept correction. 

I didn't  rea l i se ,  when I began researching Hakeas f o r  t h i s  newsletter, just  how many 
species there are,  and how few we grow. Twenty or more years ago, Etskea s d i m a  w e s  
widely promoted here i n  south-eas.s-u&e,gland, as ornamental screening shrub. - It --- 

. n a  -1fiost a oile t . s  gxjq. silz - z - a - ~ r - ~ ~ e B l y  - .  - t h e f i r s f  F $ c P ~ ' ? J P  k=~?.=:~h 2331Ltl x? *----. -- - - +  - *  

ucjCilLL.3 i u $ - ~ ~ ~ ~ L l ~  tZ3 ; = 5 ~ i ~ ~ ~ i i ~ ~ 3  z-,=&-brs=l; r=gi== mo=t :f $5: 1!1:! C C O C . ~  th.9 - 
border, but onlg flowers at the high=; a l t i tudes .  I 've  seen evidence of' t h i s  i n  a 
M t .  Glorious garden, where the shrub had a large number o f ' f r u i t s .  It w i l l  grow on 



t h e  c o a s t ,  b u t  razely survives beyond 1 5  y e a r s ,  t e n  y e a s  be ing  t h e  aver=@ l i f e t i m e .  
, H. d im ( o r  s a l i c i f o l i a , i t  seems to-be .ca l led  now), is a l o v e l y  s c r e e n i n g  shrub t o  

- ;- . --birds. - &ten n e s t  i lr  13, its rim p-&- t ips- .axe mst ' & $ t ~ ~ t i v ~ ,  but it is--- 
of-tan a ( & i t e ~ a l l y )  desd l o s s .  1 grew two i n  my o r i g i n a l  Redc l i f f e  gaxdeu, b u t  w i t h i n  

- 

10 y e a r s  bo th  had t o  b e  removed due t o  dea th .  Footpath g l a n t i n g s  by  t h e  R e d c l i f f e  C i t y  
Counci l  had t h e  same result. 
Heather  Banbrick from Yeppoon, n e a r  Gladstone i n  Queensland, r e p o r t s  t h a t  h e r  p l a n t  
h a s n ' t  f lowered i n  8 y e a r s ,  and is  due f o r  t h e  axe p r e t t y  soon. Bi rds  o f t e n  r e s t  i n  i t ,  
b u t  haven'  t r ecen t ly .  
I n  Melbourne, H, sdf6;~na flowers, as I w a s  a b l e  t o  c o l l e c t  f r u i t s  from one i n  my s t e p -  
d a u g h t e r ' s  garden  i n  t h e  subur3  o f  Boronia. 

Advances i n  t h e  s k i l l  o f  g r a f t i n g  native p l a n t s  h e r e  in meens land ,  mean t h a t  many o f  
the beau t  ifid. WesLsrn Australian s p e c i e s  c a n  now b e  grown on t h e  e a s t  c o a s t ,  Hakea 
s d f c i f o l i a  o r  sali~rul is used  as a r o o t  s t o c k ,  and whi le  no t  yet 10C$ s u c c e s s f u l ,  a e s  
a l l o n  some of us t o  e n j o y  t h e  Winter  g l o r y  of  Hakeas such as t h e  g l o r i o u s  r ed - f love r ing  
Bird-beak Halcea - 9- erthorzhmcha. 
Th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  Sakea is one o f  t h e  many t o  b e  s e e n  i n  a rnarvelloua b i r d - a t t r a c t i v e  
d i s p l a y  on  t h e  wes t e rn  D a r l i r g  Downs ( m e e n s l a n d )  proper ty ,  'Wyd.1 Park", belonging  t o  
M r .  David Gordon, who h a s  s p e n t  y e a r s  and y e a r s  c o l l e c t i n g  and growing seed  o f  man , ,  
A u s t r a l i a n  p l an t s .  S.G.A.P. members talk about going t h e r e  t o  see David's GxePilleas, 
Eut I ' m  t o l d  t h a t  h i s  -=are a r e a l  J u l y  s p e c t a c l e ,  with b i rdsong t o  match! 

W e a  trine- h a s  became a very popular  s p e c i e s  around south-eas t  Queensland S.G.A.P. 
gardens, DTearly everyone I speak  t o  h a s  one growing and f lowering.  For  some reason,  
t h e  one I p lan ted ,  d i ed ,  b u t  1'-11 try it again. I first heard about it 2 y e a r s  ago, 
w h i l s t  at a Conference at  Bonny H i l l s ,  sou th  o f  P o r t  Xacqparie,  in  Sew South Wales. One 
e x c u r s i o n  took  us up i n t o  t h e  Coopernook S t a t e  Fo res t ,  w i th  t h e  lunch s t o p  at a very  
i n t e r e s t i n g  bend of  t h e  road. Some v i s i t e d  a nearby w a t e r f a l l ,  o t h e r s  just admired t h e  
r o a d s i d e  wi ldf lowers  which inc luded  Boroniaz, a Prostanthera, Pink Rock Orchids ,  an 
unusual  Enacria, and up t h e  road  ... Hakea trineura! O f  c o u s e ,  word on ly  g o t  azound 
as we were be ing  asked t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  coaches, and t h e r e  w a s  a mad ru sh  f o r  cameras, 
and a l o o k  at t h i s  wonderful f l ower ing  Hakea. I waited p a t i e n t l y  a f t e r  o t h e r  photo- 
g raphe r s ,  as it was a d i f f i c u l t  angle ,  p a r t l y  shaded, and what happened when my t u r n  
=r ived?  One awkward s h o t  at t h e  f lowers ,  and I ran out of  film! And no t i m e  t o  g e t  
ano the r  one. But d o e s n ' t  t h a t  always happen? Anpay,  t h a t  w a s  my first exper ience  of 
EWcea trherrcs, and I keep h e a r i n g  about  it all t h e  time. 
C o l i n  Cornford, a P i n e  R ive r s  member and l e a d e r  of  t h e  Xela leuca  Study Group, k i n d l y  
o f f e r e d  t h e  fo l lowing  i n f o r n a t i o n  on W e a  trineura: 
"In 1974, w h i l e  t r a v e l l i n g  th rough  t h e  Canoona a r e a ,  between Marlborough and Rockhap ton  
I n o t i c e d  t h e  l a t e  a f te rnoon sun h i g h l i g h t i n g  what appeared t o  b e  golden f l o w e r s  on  
shrubs  growing in t h e  bush  off t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  road. I n v e s t i g a t i o n  showed it was n o t  
f l owers ,  b u t  go lden  new g rov th  of a Hakea, b u t  I could not p u t  a name t o  it. P l a n t s  
were c s r r y i n g  l o t s  of s eed  c a s s u l e s  s o  obvious ly  it must have flowered well. 
During subsequent  t r i p s  d o n g  t h i s  road ,  I watched f o r  f l o v e r s  and when t h e s e  appeared, 
I forwarded a specimen t o  Dav;,d Hockings f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  It was i d e n t i f i e d  as 
Hdcea triaeura, which w a s  thought  t o  b e  e x t i n c t ,  as it hadn' t been s i g h t e d  s i n c e  1890. 
This  p l a n t  is  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a f a i r l y  s m a l l  a zea  at Canoona, and has  a l s o  b e e n  found in 
a small a r e a  n e a r  t h e  Wing Eiiver in n o r t h e r n  B.S.W. 
Canoona is l o c a t e d  about  45 km. n o r t h  of Rockhap ton  on t h e  Bruce Highway, and is t h e  
s i t e  o f  Queensland' s first go ld  rush  in 1858. At Canoom, H&ea trinema grows on t h e  
lower s l o p e s  of s t e e p  s t o n y  r i d g e s .  It h a s  proved t o  be adap tab le  as a ga rden  p l a n t .  
Bakea t r i n e m a  is  an e r e c t ,  ooen  shrub  which can  grow up t o  5 m., b u t  g e n e r a l l y  around 
2-3 m. w i t h  a spread  of 1-2 m. It has  t h i c k  l a n c e o l a t e  l e a v e s  which a r e  smooth and 
l ime-green i n  c o l a n r ,  and which a r e  7-12cm. long  wi th  t h r e e  prominent veins. New 
growth i s  golden. Flowers a r e  g r e e n  t o  greenish-yellow, and borne  in a x i l 1 ~ " r a c e m e s  
in late w i n t e r  and sp r ing .  Flowers  produce copious amounts of  nectar ."  ,_, 

Another P i n e  Rivers  ( a d . )  S.G.A.P. member showed me s e v e r a l  Hakeas growing in h e r  
garden, many from n o r t h e r n  Australia. The seed h a  been c o l l e c t e d  by  a n o t h e r  P i n e  
R ive r s  member, du r ing  t r a v e l s  in n o r t h e r n  weens l and  and t h e  n o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y ,  and 
g iven  t o  E s t h e r  t o  grow. Without a w r i t t e n  l i s t  I cannot remembez t h e  names, and as 

v e r y  few have y e t  f lowered,% I d o n ' t  know of t h e i r  b i r d - a t t r a c t i n g  p o t e n t i d .  
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Along our south-east Queensland coast, and f o r  a distance W a n d ,  there  a re  10 species 
o f  Eakea, artd of them only two would be generally well-known, these being H. gibbosa, a 
'ALL.= & h h * z r ~ d  epecir:, m6 E, ~ I Z ; : ~ G ,  ii;l& ckxb- IF-o f~zzssil 'rwt-z S ~ Z ;  

- - - zr& Tz'E; ca-'tXc c o a t  t a T  tZl1- 3-4 n; s5ri.sb i r i  the-bf.  Ller Stat2 Farest, mrth af. - 
a- - Brts6~me:- It has long, so f t  needle leaves, small white flowers in winter & spring, and 

woody f r n i t s ,  oval. t o  mud with a -gowed end. E. ~ i b b a s a  tau became a "weed" in areas 
where burn-offs are  too frequent. H, pumuxea comes from fur ther  out west, but mows 
on the comt ,  ia a sunny position, flowers ax2 usually a deep red on a ra the r  prickly 
rounded shrub. Local S.G.A.F. members who have an in te res t  i n  t h e i r  a rea ' s  bush plants 
would be acquainted ~ i t h  meas florulenta,  $ luz ineMa,  fraseri and dac t~ lo ides ,  Both 
mall slender shrubs, Ef. f l o d e a t a  and H, p l u r i n e m a  m e  t o  be found on the coast and 
on the  sloaes o f  hinterland ranges, H, dactyloides oc-s on the Granite Belt,  (I have 
Been it near Stanthome), and I first saw H. mumurea in a g&xes t mea on the eastern 
outskir ts  of R a m ,  ..... the "Gateway t o  the  Vest8'. 
Wea f lomlenta grows very close t o  home, and I am very proud of one in m y  garden, a 
I raised it from seed collected on the north-eastern slopes of our own l i t t l e  Ht .  Kobble, 
where we l ive .  It also grows in the coastal  Wallurn (heathland), around 1-2 m. high 
with l inear -e l l ip t ic  leaves p'ink-tlnged when new, small creamy-white flowers along the 
stems, followed by =row s m a l l  woody fntits. It is a small a t t r ac t ive  garden shrub. 
H, _oluiaezv-ia has sinilar gxogth, pexhaps a l i t t l e  t a l l e r ,  with pink Ln the  creamy- - 
white flowers, and prominent veins i n  t h e  leaves. Both of these shrubs a r e  at the 
Redcliffe Education Centre, i n  the garden featuring coastal  Wallurn species. 

W Y *  ...*.. #e+K-iw ...... - 
On a short  t r i p  t o  Melbourne in May, I par t icu lar ly  noticed a couple of iiakea species 
at Momh University; in the suburb of Boronia where we stayed; at Point Lonsdale; 
a t  Lorne along the Great Ocean Road; and along the outer suburban highways. These 
appear t o  have been Hakeas lamina and suaveolens. - 

Now some notes f r m  Study Group members: 

PzL1 Sherlock: '!Most garden W e a s  in the Melbourne area near Chadstone where I l i v e  
a re  spp. sericea, l amina  and auaveolens, but in  Council and M.M.B.V. parks where more 
space has been allowed f o r  native plants, a wider variety can be found. Monash Univer- 
s i t y  hss a wonderful campus designed with mainly Australian native plants,  and some 
m u a l  ones seem t o  f lour i sh  there. Hakeas fxancisiana, ahirsssi, victoriae and 
p e t i o l a r i s  mow w e l l  whilst  H. teretifolia was removed from the carpadk. 
Opposite our house is  the  s o u t h e m o s t  sect ion of the  Outer Circle Railway Linear Park 
which i s  being replanted with loca l  native grasses and shrubs. Of the  Hakeas, ser icea 
with pink;, and white flowers, shiress5 with its deep green leaves and purple flowers, anc 
"White 'flingsFt which flowed ove r  a diameter of s i x  or seven f ee t ,  and flowered f o r  r ths 
on end, seemed t o  be best. H. l au r i a  found the winds too strong even though sheltered 
by lower plantings, and duly f e l l  over. I must confess tha t  I do not of ten see birds a t  
these plants,  although the  Wattle Birds, Eastern Rosellas, Silver-eyes and White-plumed 
Honeyeaters are  a lways  in the loca l i ty ,  whilst  the seasonal Galahs, Cockatoos and 
smaller Parrots must come here because food i s  available." 
Note: We attended m y  step-2au&ter1s Graduation a t  Monash U n i .  in hiay, 2nd I thought 
the gardens were simply wonderrul, and there was too l i t t l e  time t o  see very much. 

Judy Sm-ith, a t  Blaxland in the  Blue Mountains, N. S. 7. : "There axe a number of Eakeas 
in the  mountains, same such as B. dactyloides and E. ~ro~mua qui te  common, others such 
as E. conatablei.classed as r a e  plants. I have a E. sericea in the  garden, which 
struggles on and flowers undez extranely adverse conditions - it is qui te  spindly 
however and I have never noticed birds  in it ... it is by no means prickly enough t o  be 
a potent ial  nest- s i t e .  I hzve noticed Finch nests in prickly Hakeas in the  bush 
(probably Xed-Brmed ~ i n c h e s )  . " 

k m i e  Gsmer, of Jan Juc, near Torquay, where the Great Ocean Road in Victoria begins, 
wrote at length, and sent  s l ides ,  plant lists, etc., t e l l s  of another Eakea: "We have 
an interest ing Hakea growing, called H. crassiaervia. not much background i 'ifomation 
as i t ' s  not l i s t e d  in our p l a t  books, but I hear i t 's  described in Rodger R l i o t ' s  
"Encyclopaedia of Australian Plants". It could b'e of nnknown origin,  thought i n i t i a l l y  
t o  be ext inct  i n  its natural  habitet .  Natural habi tat  unknown, now possibly a hybrid; 
about 6 plants only i n  t h i s  ? a r t  of Victoria; introduced t o  t h i s  a rea  via S .G.A.P .  

-. 



Geelong from the Hakea Study Group i n  Melbourne. Our plant was bought from an S.G.A.P. 
Geelong member, planted in gypsum-treated clay s o i l ,  it didn ' t  look promising but 
gradually took hold, grmbg vigorotuly, now in i t s  f i r s t  flowering (May lgg l ) ,  present 
s i z e  i s  about 30 cm. high x about 1.5m. wide. I can recanrmend it f o r  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  at 
l e a s t  a s e ' a  worthwhile and in teres t ing  plant. B i r d  visits noted t o  da te  have been by 
resident Wattle B i r d s  but more w i l l  follow, I f e e l  sure. 
Hekea lanrina doer qui te  well  here as well, we have several nearby, but not i n  our own 
garden. On our bookshelf at the  moment is an arrangement of Hakea lamina in ful l  
bloom, qui te  an m e s t i n g  sight." 

Included i n  Br;lmniela s l i d e s  were 4 of E, crasshemia, which has stiff e l l i p t i c a l  
leaves with pronounced l i g h t  green margins and cent ra l  vein, and mid-pink flowers with 
pa ler  pink stamens. These occur in open c lus te rs  at the  ends of t h e  outer  stems. It 
appears t o  be a low spread* shrub, which I have seen and photographed in Merv. Hodgels 
( ~ r e v i l l e a s )  garden near Brisbane, His plant is a grafted one, with E, sa l ic - i fo l i a  as 
the  root stock. H. crassinemia appears t o  have potent ia l  as an a t t r a c t i v e  gslrden plsnt.  

These next camnents came from Hazel Blackney, leader  of the Hakea Study Group, who l i v e s  
at Ekglemont, a north-eastern suburb of Melbourne: She s t a t e s  tha t  Hakeas a re  bird- 
a t t r a c t i n g  plants,  but t h a t  she has r a re ly  seen b i rds  around her 70+ Hakeas, maybe 
because they have spec i f i c  visiting times. Her husband has observed honeyeaters in the 
Banksia at the  edge of t h e i r  pzt io ,  at around 7.15a.m., as they made a quick foray 
through . . the garden col lec t ing  .. t h e i r  . . breakfast, and t h i s  wm a regular pattern.  - -,, . - -  . - _ _  - - - -  . , - .  . . 
Xy -.om. &=-tiom. of - b i q l - ~ ~ e ~ l n g  pattern be& m i  t h e  &em. - I -have not ibed tha t  
t h e  b-s- wh ich- remax ly  v f s i t  m y  garden, and use the provided water-dishes, tend t o  do 
so at more or l e s s  the same time each day. Bed-backed Wrens follow a de f in i t e  feeding 
route  along one of our roads around 8a.m. I usual ly hear the  White-throated Honeyeaters 
aroadd "their1' water dish between 1.30 & 2.00p.m. So perbags when we say we haven't 
seen ce r t a in  birds  at our p lan ts ,  we simply aren ' t  look*. a t  the correct  time. 

Hakea l a m i n a  was one of t h e  f izst Australian plants  I "met", around 11 years ago, when 
I first became involved in t h i s  "hobby" by joining the Redcliffe Australian Plants Club. 
Another member had one in her  gaden ,  and I thought it qui te  p re t ty  with i ts dusty-pink 
flowers with cream stamens, but I never got aruund t o  growing one. E d 1  s was an open 
slender tall shrub t o  about '3 m, , similar t o  another plant I ' d  seen i n  Redcliff e. It 
has been long gone, as Bnid i s  &ways rearranging her garden, and replanting. There I 
w a s  in May in Melbourne, a n p a y ,  and suddenly finding t h i s  shrub all over t h e  place, and 
rea l i s ing  it was Hakea laxlrina, and so d i f fe rent  from the ones I ' d  seen in Queensland. 
A t  Point Lonsdale w a s  t h i s  wonderful footpath specimen, about & m. high x 33 m. wide, 
and flowers a l l  over it, very p'rik with l i t t l e  cream showing. Then I s t a r t ed  to  see it 
along s t r e e t s  and highways all sround the  Melbourne area, where i t s  top-heavy growth 
would make it prone t o  f a l l i n g  over. 
A Brisbane S.G.A.P. couple saw If. l h a  in i ts  netural habi tat  in south-west Western 
Australia. Passing through the  town of Denmark, they saw it in flower and photographed 
it in case they found no more of it. Well, you know what happens if  you say you ' l l  take 
a photo next time you see something . . . . . you never see it again. Well, t h i s  time they 
did see more of Hakea l a u r i n a  ..... kilometres of it! 

Well, a f t e r  acquiring a l l  t h i s  oew knowledge of Hakeas, I think I w i l l  have t o  grow a few 
more. Last year I t r i e d  t o  add 2 more Hakeas t o  my garden, one being the  now-deceased 
E. trbeura, the other a plant  I purchased at Bockhampton during a holidag t o  Mackag and 
back. It was labelled "Hakea florulenta",  but the leaves were de f in i t e ly  not of that  
species ,  I know tha t  one well  enough. So I bought it out of curiosi ty ,  hoping one day 
t o  have it identified. Left  in i t s  pot f o r  several months, i t  began t o  drop leaves, so 
I planted it out in a new area  f o r  Grevilleas, etc.  Following a few showers in and 
June, it has sprouted 5 new l e a ~ e s ,  so must l i k e  where it is. A Springsure ( c e n t r d  a d )  
S.G.A.P. member also has one of these mystery Hake- in her garden. Hazel Blackney, in 
her  last newsletter, comments or? incorrect labell- of plants,  with a Eiakea she bm&t. - - . . . - .-, - . - -- 

* - -..- - * .. . 
While SO nrvly ~ r ^ - - - e * ~ i ~ - . g e  --thc=c who b-2 e,-rz~dlx - - 

energy ge t t ing  r id  of Hakeas which have become weeds. Reading through the  S.G.A.P. 

Vic tor ia  Newsletter of September 1990, I found an a r t i c l e  'on "Melaletrca hypericifol ia  



and other weeds" by Judy Barker. From June 1 1 t o  17 in 1990, it was "Weed Week" f o r  - 
WGAIR (Anglesea and Airey's In l e t  Society f o r  the Protection of Flora and ~ a u ) .  
During t h i s  week, volunteers worked' constantly removing weeds f r o m  the sensi t ive 
coastal  and heathland environments. Garden weeds, introduced exotics and several 
ommmnt'Xi Austrd.ian natives which had nearly taken over some areas,  included Mew 
l a u ~ h  and sus~eolens. These two species do seem t o  do ra ther  well in Victoria. ------------ ..* .* .** . .**  ------------ ...,.....**. ------------ 
A l a t e  contribution on Golden & Rufous Whistlers came from Judy Smith, in the Blue 
ldountains,N.S.W. T b e y l i v e o n a r i d g e w i t h a f a i r l y s t e e p s l o p e t o a c r e e k b e l o w .  
Wous Whistlers frequent the garden i n  winter, Golden Whistlers in sumer,  with the  
l a t t e r  moving Fnto t h e  gul ly i n  winter, and the Rufous in summer. In May a male Golden 
FOhistler and 2 females were noted pottering about in Acacia longifol ia ,  a k c a l y p t  and 
a Mulberry tree.  

Birds cer tainly a ren ' t  "racis t" ,  as Heather Bambrick, Yeppoon, Qld., puts it. Her b i rds  
f l i t  happily from native t o  exotic and back again, and some of m y  birds  spend a l o t  of 
time i n  the African N i p s  and the Leopard Tree, with the Jacaranda the  favcurite stop- 
over. 

I ' m  sometimes asked what f i e l d  of study I I ~  concentrating on with the  Stud7 Group. It 
i s n ' t  easy fo r  me t o  define,  as I f e e l  our task is basical ly  t o  ascer tain which of ou 
Australian plants a t t r a c t  and support which birds  in our varied s t a t e  habitats. Our 
Study Group offers a wide range of in te res ts ,  as i t  i s  not confined t o  one part icular  
plant o r  group of plants. Bs well as learning about Australian p lants  in general, we 
can also indulge in the  s ide  in te res t  of bird-watching. One thing I would l i k e  t o  do 
is  put together a col lec t ion  of "Bird & Plant t t  s l ides ,  and someday the information we 
accumulate might be used in the publication of a se r i e s  of s m a l l  booklets. For the 
present, I am s t i l l  working t o  increase membership, and have it spread across a l l  of 
Wtralia. When I think of all those lovely bird-attracting p lants  . . . . Banksias, 
Dryandras, Hakeas .... in Restern Australia, and no members over there t o  send in some 
information! 

Study Group membership f ees  f o r  the 1991-92 year were due i n  June . . . . . $5.00, with 
cheques made payable t o  "Birds & Vative Plants Study Group", and forwarded to: 

-. Barbara Henders on., 
M.S. 1063 Farrow Road, 

Samsonvele, Q. 4520. 
Members who have already paid t h e i r  subscriptions f o r  the 1991-92 year w i l l  receive 
t h e i r  receipts with t h i s  newsletter, so i f  it arr ives  minus a rece ip t ,  you w i l l  know 
you are  unfinancial. 

This br-s me t o  the  "birdi1 and 'Iplaat" f o r  the next newsletter, which w i l l  come out 
i n  4?eharg/%ach 1992. I t r y  t o  choose birds  and plants which occur ir each s t a t e ,  
giving all members the opportunity t o  par t ic ioa te  in Study Group research. This takes 
some consideration, as I have t o  look fu r the r  a f ie ld  than the  fami l ia r  l oca l  species. 

Our next birds w i l l  .be: Pde-headed Rosella; Eastern Bosella; Western Bosella. 
Plank choice is : The L i l ly -P i l l i e s  . . . . . Acmena,; Eugenia; Sgzygium. 
Coning into the wsrmer non-khs & ~ d  summer, the rainforest  plants  w i l l  be coming into 
flower, then f r u i t ,  and the  chosen birds  appear t o  be frequent garden v is i tors .  

Deadline for  items f o r  the  next newsletter w i l l  be mid-February 1992. 

Late information on L i t t l e  Wattle Birds and Hakeas w i l l  s t i l l  be accepted, i f  new 
members have anything t o  contribute. 

South Australian members might l i k e  to  comment on the s tatus  of Glossy Black Cockatoos. 
I n  a loca l  T.V. "Earth Quest" segment, it  was stated that  they have been placed on t h e  
endangered l is t  i n  S.A., with a population of only 120 birds remaining on I(a*1garoo Is. 
They visit us here annually, feeding on the C a s u a r i n s  t o d o s a  seeds, and I love them. 

- If a-jaaa ij g3 j .q  tc ths ?c*k C ~ I L ~ ~ = ~ ~ S  tni;~ns 1111 --be t.0- meet pa- ~ 7 5 ~ .  - t36ra - 2's rea l ly  i o c k i ~  f ' a m k d  'to-.th-e t r r p ,  ~ 4 - j x ~ ? d - C ? 5 - k ~ ~  &brni.G S. week iLI at12 
around Adelaide on my re tu rn  t r = ~ .  
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