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This issue cocmes with a "Farewell" from me as leadex, and a
brief introduction to my successor, M=s. Judy Elliott, from Ocean View, which is not
far from me, just to the north on the next mountain range. I can lock across fram
my froat verandzh, beyond the timbered =idges, and the walley with the small township
of Dayboro, and I can see Judy's "mountain". We aze both members of the Pine Rivers
branches of the S.G.A.P. (Qld. Begn.) Inc, and the Wildlife Preservation Society of
Queensland. Judy is Pine Rivers Shize Airea Co-ordinator of the Queenslard Government's
"Naturesearch 2001", a 2-year survey of south-east Queensland's flozra and fauna, so she
is well into the study of birds and plants. 4s she is taking over the Study Group

without any delay, there will be no break in communications between leader and group.

BI2DS fox this newsletter were: PALZEZADED ROSELLA with a distributicn aczoss
north-eastern Anstralia, which includes about half of Queensland, and extends just
into north-eastern New South Wales; SASTERN RBOSELLA which overlaps the former on
‘the Queensland/Wew Scuth Wales borde= near the coast, and then has g distzidution - - -
right around south-eastern Australia through Vicioria and just into the scuth-east
corner of South Australia, and the morthern and eastern coasts of Tasmania;
WESTERN ROSELLA which has i%s habitat in the very south-west of Western Angtralia,
' surrounded by a non-breeding area.

Reports came in from Amidale NSW, Sydney, Melboume and Forth, Tasmania.

PALE-ZEADED R0SELLA (Platycercus adscitus): Up here in south-east Queensland, we
have this lovely bixd, and while I do enjoy seeing them around, they can be quite
destructive by nipping off flowers while appareatly feeding. Besides aveiling them-
selves of any mectar oz seeds in the laxzger gaxden shrubs and trees, they spend a lot
of tize om the ground feeding om mflk thistles and dandelions (flatweeds?), and
possibly various zrasses. )

With their basic colours of pale yellow, blue, and red, with touches of white and
black, they are a pretty sight balancing on oux power lines, and sofily "talking" to
each other. This soft "twinking" becomes a louder, sharper "kwink-kwink" when they
are surprised into flight. Their guiat chatier also gives away their presence in
Acacias when they are feasting on the seeds. Part or fully-opemed fresh Grevillea
brushes on the ground beneath the tree aTe msually evidence that Pale-headed
Bosellas have been visiting. I have waiched them actually biting off flowers,

Notes from the Beadex's Digest Bird Book show that this bird lives in a variety of
hebitats in eastem Queensland and noxth-eastern N.S.W., including savannah woodland,
sparsely timbered farmlands, ziver banks and forest clearings, being common in all
lowland areas of its range, except shick forest. A sedentary bixd, it has benefitted
fzom the provision of stock watering places in semi-arid areas, and from the culti-
vation of cereal crops. Although it can be a misarce 3o famers ard orchaxdists,
1ts diet also includes seeds of weed pests such as thistles and bur=s. i
Breeding season 1is September-Decembex in the south of its range, and Febmua~y-June
in the north. 3-5 white eggs in a nest in g hollow limb or hole in a living or dead
Bucalypt, from a few metres above g=cund to a great height.

EASTERN RBOSELLA (Platyczzcus eximing): Perhaps the best-known of all Aust=alian
parzots, having been used as the tzade mazk for "BCSELLA" brand foods. Eastem
Bogellas are ccmmonly found in lightly iimbered country in humid and semi-hmid
regions from the seaboaxd to the fzinges of the inlard plains. They avoid forests
and are seldom found above 1,250 m. sbove sea level. T

They forage along the edges of count=y zoads for grass seeds, and many axe killed by
cars. DBesides feeding on grass seeds, they visit pa=ks and gardens, and feed in the
treetops. Often seen in the company cf Crimson Bosellas and Red-ruzped Pazrois, they
are not timid and can be approached faixly closely. Their fligh% is undulating and
close to the gzound, and they glide upwa=ds iato the trees, fanping theirz %ails as
they alight. =
Eastern Rosellas feed on seeds, blosscms, nectar, fruit, and insects and theis laswvas.
Being fond of cultivated fruit, they caan be a misance in fruit-growing areas, but
make up for this to some extent by destroyiag large amounts of weed seeds, Their
usual call is a loud "kwink-lwink" on an ascending scale, or a metallic piging note
repeated twice. 'hen alarmed birds emiif a sirident screech. TFeeding usually
accompanied by subdued chatiexing.




A birdbath should be of a pedestal type,
about 900 millimetres high, to keep the birds
out of easy reach of a cat, with the top at least
400 millimetres across and saucer-shaped, so
that birds can wade into the centre.

- Birdbaths should be about 75 millimetres
. deep at the centre to cater for most bathers.
. However, honeyeaters and some parrots prefer
i to plunge-bathe and require a deeper water
!source—ideally, a pool about 450 millimetres
! deep, beneath a preening tree.

It will often take birds some time to find a

: birdbath. You can guide them by suspending a

; water-filled tin with a slow drip above the bath.

The splashing sound and the pattern of ripples

on the water will help them to find the source
of the water.

An ideal way of providing a continuous
supply of fresh, clean water is to position the
birdbath with a permanently dripping tap outlet
above it.

In larger gardens water can be used as a
landscape feature and islands provided to give
birds secure access to it. :
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A hollow log nest-box for parrots, cockatoos, and
lorikeets © - )
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Breeding takes place August-January, with 4 to 7 white eggs in a nest in a hole in a tree, & few metres from the ground to
very high. Nests have been found in holes in rotting logs on the ground and in fence posts. The female incubates the eggs
alone for-20 days, with young birds leaving the nest about 30 days after hatching.

Eastern Rosellas apparently hybridise with Pale-headed Rosellas, r‘?F..':om Reader's Digest Bird Book)

From the Mt. Annan book "Creating a Native Garden for Birds": Eastern Rosellas feed on grass, herb and weed seeds; wild
fruits and berries; eucalypt flowers and seeds; nuts, blossoms, nectar; 1insects and their larvae; payllids, lerps and
scale; seeda of acaclas and eucalypts predominate. -

"Birdscaping your Garden" by George Adams has lots of little bits about the Zastern Rosellas, their feeding and nesting
habits. Nest-boxes have been used successfully in Canberra by these birds, which are common there (this last from "Your
Garden Birds" by Ellen McCulloch - she mentions their wide range of food, as described above.) 3Back to George Adams -
regarding the use of nest-boxes, one palr has used them to fledge chicks for the past 8 years, in suburban Canberra. Hollow
logs about 1m. long, with outside diameter of 170 mm. were modified with a mood chisel to provide suitable nest chambers.
Sawn timber tottoms were fixed and 50cm., of termite bed placed in for a natural appearance. An opening needs to be provided
near the top on one side with the upper end of the log closed off agminst rain. Boxes should be placed vertically 5 to 7 m.
from the ground, in treea. In Canberra, two weeks after the provision of the nest-boxes, in late August, Esstemn Rosellas
occupied them, fledging chicks at Christmas. Both Eastern and Crimson Rosellas have successfully nested in ammunition
boxes in Melbourne, after they mere placed vertically in trees 5m. from the ground. Some success has also been recorded in
Sydney, with Eastern Rosellas showing some interest in semm timber nest-boxes.

When sheltering from danger, birds depend on their colouring to help them blend with their surroundings. The strikingly
colourful Eastern Rosella has bright red, yellow, green, and blue plumsge, but when feeding in a Eucalyptus tres, these
colours blend with the leaves and the sky. The Rosella freezes when alerted and is difficult to detect.

Eastern Rosellas include the fruits of Exocerous cupressiformis (Native Cherry), a parasitic plant, in its diet, also the
fruits of Banksiam integrifolia. Lambertis formosa flowers are teken whole for the bird to feast on the nectar, while Rosellas

eat the fruits of Leuconogon varviflorus. When the flowers of Melaleuca hyvericifolia have finished, Rosellas feed on the
fruits, and include Xanthorrhoea anstralis seed cepsules in their diet.

Monica Flint (Armidale NSW): Eastern Rosellas are about all year, and seem to feed mainly in the Eucalypts, .except during
Tinter, when I have noticed them feeding on Grevilleas rosmarinifolia and 'Scarlet Sorite' (flowers), and berries of Coton-
:aster and Pyracantha (Ed. - her birds aren't "zacist".),
-Joan Wallaca (Beecroft, Sydney): Eastern Rosellas eat the green seeds of Grevilless: asplenifolia; wvenusta; rivularis;
a hybrid like hockeriana. ’

Pam Sherlock (Murrumbeena, Melbourne): My records of this bird in the parkland outside our front gate start from 1978,

it was well-known to early Field Nats throughout this open woodland in the 1880's. After 1979 there is a gap of 6 years
t111 our "ROSELLA SQUP" symbol graced our River Red Gums again. At our end of the short-lived Outer Circle Railway between
Kew and Hughesdale, there 1s sbout a hectere of mature Euc. camaldulensis with plenty of good boughs, dead tree cover, and
some rough grassland. Until April 1990 the rosy picture of nesting Eastern Roselles rearing one young per year was valid.
The Caulfield Council then "pruned the trees" by chopping out dead boughs, =s0lid living boughs, and even lopping off one

gum at its trurk. All mistletoe was removed bar the one smaell bunch the Magpies had previously nested on. This was despite
protests from a number of residents, and Len Rebinson - naturalist and Parrot expert. .

The two nest boxes put up to replace the natural nesting sites have been inspected regularly by the Rosellas, but not once
have I seen one enter, nor have they nested for the last two seasons, et least, I should say, no young have appeared.
Feeding habits are pretty simple; seeds of grasses, native, introduced, green or ripe; fruits like apples and plums from
gardens; flatweed seeds and, I wonder, the seppy stems? Recently they have spent time checking over the Acacia deaslbata
opposite our driveway (but I haven't discovered the reason for their interest t}_lere), es it was just about to burst into
bloom. Their fluting cells give awey their location, however they do not seem %o call out when on the ground - very
sensible, but that's when they're hardest to pick out, with the green of their backs camouflaged by grass.

Ji11 Roberts (Forth, Tasmania): Just a comment on Eastern Rosellas - I thought I had planned the plantings to attract them -
Banksiss, Grevilleas, Callistemons, but I have only once seen & pair fly through - friends assure me that I am luck as they
(the Eastern Rosellas) do so much pruning.

Judy Smith (Blaxland, Blue Mta): We have Zastern Rosellas only very infrequently sbout our house here. However the Crimson
Rosella is common. (I know it wasn't on the list so I'm taking some liberty here. Ed: As foundation leader of the Study
Group, Judy is allowed some liberty, perhaps I should have included the Crimson Rosellas, as we have them here all year.)
The birds become quite tame at feeding tables - we do not feed them, but they are sbout daily. At the moment (Sept. 1991)
they are tearing into the flowers of a Grevilles shiressii x, Grev. 'Ned Kelly' and 'Robyn Cordon', and G. hookeriana in the
.arden. At times they slso feed on the green Zucalypt fruits - they eat the fruits of Angophora costata, and also feed on th_e
back lawn, so are fairly versetile. Late in Spring they get into the Wistaria blossoms, locking marvellous climbing about
in the purple blossoms. The young Crimsons are quite green in colour, they are occasionally mistaken for females, adult
males & females look similar.

Judy has become interested in birds' drinking patierns - some birds don't need %o drink and only do so in hot weathexr. She
wonders if members could pool cbservations on which birds are attracted to bird baths in the garden. She also wonders with
all the salinity problems occurring in some areas, just how salty water can get before 1t becomes undrinkable. These
thoughts occurred to her whilst noting Faus on the Paroo Overflow in north-west NSW, drinkipng water in ephereal lakes that
seemed salty encugh to be sea water. Have any members made similar observations?

WESTERN ROSELLA (Platycezcus icterotis): Red head and bedy, mainly green-with-blue wings and tail, and yellow cheeks, are
the colours of this parrot, a gquiet unobtrusive bird which often remains undeteated by casual passers-by as it sheliers

from the heat of the sun in a tree, or moves about the ground searching for seeds. While seldom congregating in flocks
during the non-breeding season, family groups may come together to take advantage of a good source of food, such as a heavily
laden fruit tree or a spilled bag of wheat. fier crops have been harvested, pairs or family parties of Western Rosellas
move over the stubble, picking up fallm grain. They are trusting snd will generally allow humans to come close. Near 5
homesteeds they become tame and enter sheds, fowl pens or stock yards to feed on dropped grain. (Obviously they have learn
to live with scuth-west W.A's wheat farmers - Ed,). Their diet is varied and includes the seeds of grasses and other plants,
berries, muts, nectar, and insects and their lacvae.

Western Rosellas have a buoyant fluttering flight, usually flying short distances, from tree to tree, rather than over open
expanses of land. On the ground they walk quickly and essily. They also feed in the tree tops, and 1t is a remarkable
sight to come across a male, with its red plumage (the female is more subdued, with mainly green colouring), feeding among
white Eucalypt blossoms.
The normal call is soft and musical - a series of whistling notes in quick succession. .
Breeds August-December, the nest being a hole o= hollow in a Eucalypt. Three to seven, usually five, white eggs.
Western Rosellas are common in most types of tizbered country in south-weat Australia.

from the Reader's Digest Bird Book.

From a little book I picked%‘pin Perth "Birding Sites around Perth", I've taken the following recordings of sightings of
Western Rosellas: Bungendore Park, Aboriginal name means "place of gum blosscn", scuth-sastern outskirts of Perth.
Besides & shrub layer, there are Jarrah with scme Marri, plus some old trees with nesting hollows.
Stony Brook, also on the scuth-eastern outskirts of Perth, some Jarrah, Marri and Wandoo with
understorey. .
Western Rosellas were seen on 1 or 2 surveys at 23 Metropolitan Bird Project sites, mostly south of Perth. The "Atlas of
Australian Birda" does not record breeding north of Perth and shows that they were recorded more often south of Ferth.



There is no evidence of seasonal movement, They were recorded th th :
of $he yegt.Neh oh o i s . ed in the southern section of Bungendore Park in eight months
"Bixde of Western Australia" written 1976 (s0 more infommation could have been collected since) but it is
read the section on Western Rosellas, Native names: Goota-un-goota-unj Guddang-uddan;
Moy-a-dung; Moyadung (Avon River).
Distxibution: gon.fix)md to the south-west cornex, north to Moora and esst to Wongan Hills, Moorine Rock (near Southexrn
x088) and the Dundes district. Uses a small bollow spout or & hol in & Bue te &
e R oo P e & alypt as a nesting site angd no
n 16 years there is very little change in the notes on Western Rosellas The Rosella wes declared "vermin" thro
. t th
State in 1921, on account of the damage it does to orchards, though not as destructive as the Twenty-eight and Ki::h;::rot:.
Was removed from the State-wide list in 1963, but remeins & declared pest on the south-eastern outskirts of Perth.

The last note on birds: the name "BOSELLA" comes from the district of Rese Hill near Sydney, now Parramatta. Early
ssttlars named the bird "Rose Hill parrot", which became "rosehiller", then "HOSELLA",
A - 0 L s * Lo g 4 # oA - i
Conclusions to be drawn from all the information on these Rosellas, and all Parrots & Cockatoos, are thet it would appeax
vital for the future of our parrots that both live and dead Eucalypts (and Angophozas) be retained where necessary and
practicable. But in many places there is great difficulty educating our local authorities amay from their "tidy mentality"
to a polioy of leaving some avess natursl. I think more and moxe farmers are reelising the need for trees, many of them
heve actually been guiet conservationists for a long time, leaving some demd trees on their properties provided they are not
creating any problems. At least, my farmer husband does, but there a lot of people who suffer from "falling gum tree branch
syndrome", and they are not all bushies, T feel thet land developers are the greatest threat to wildlife, and until they
and the local Councils make & genuine effort to look more cerefully at bushland and its inhabitants end their needs, we
will have to be constently watching and worrying, and being lebelled "greenie mits" ox whatever. Here in south-sast Qid.,
a wonderful place to live, development is simply devastating most of our eccessible natural bushland with scant regard for
wildlife. Councils cleim to have tree preservation by-laws, vegetation protection orders snd so on, but developers get
anay with vast areas of land~-clearing just the same.

interesting to
Guldanguldan (Perth),

= M- |
Now on to the plant/s of the newsletter - the LILLY-PILLIES ,,.., ACMENA .. EUGENIA .. SYZYGIUM

I chose these because this newsletter was to come cut in Merch at the latest, when the Lilly-pillies would have blocmed and
been coming into fruit. But my reseerch shows that with the large range of species, there are flowers and fruit year round.
I've also discovered that while we avre fortunate in Queensland and New South Wales in having the climate and availibility of
. .nurseries allowing us free choice of species for our gardens, further south hes diffieulty with most of the Lilly-pillies,
‘I plsc found masses of information, but have twzied to keep it as cowpact as possible for the newsletter.
Due to my late preparation of this issue, the basic local species have flowered and fruited, and I've had time to learn that
more and more Lilly-pillies are being brought into cultivation. Two people in northern New South Wales have been prominent
in the propagation and distribution of these shrubs and trees, and have written three amall books on their faveurite subject,
each volume being beautifully illustrated with colour photographs., Anyone growing rainforest trees will own one or all of
the "Austrelien Reinforest Plants" books, written by Bugh and Nan Nicholson, of the Terania Rainforest Nursery, near the tiny
tomnship of The Channon, north of Lismore NSW. They were key figures in the battle to save the Terania Creek rainforest in
in the 1970's, and stayed on, developing their wholesale nursery where they produce rainforest plants for home garxdens and
for refovesiation, and continue research into the propagation and cultivation of an expanding range of Australian rainforest
rlanta. -

Volume 1 of "Australian Rainforest Plantg" describes the following SYZYGTUMS:
S. comiflorum: flowers and fruits on the mein t= » With lorikeets visiting the winter flowers.

S. hodglinsoninet rare and endangered in its natuxal habitat; large honey-scented flowers and robust eye-catching red
fruit. (This Syzygium i1s listed in the "Extinct and Endangered Plants of Australis" published in 1984,
Hamed in honour of Miss M, Hodgkinson, a collector of Plants in the Richmond River area of ntha. NSW,
Reported in Queensland from Eumundi & Gympie, Maleny in a local paxk, 12 trees seen in 1977 at Upper
Mudgeersba Creek. Many loocslities in northern NSW along coast from the Richmond R. northwards -
dlstonville, Lismore, Hayter's Eill, Mullumbimby, Brgella, Upper Oxley RBiver, Couchy Cr, - only one
tree at some mites. Threatened by cleering of fertile river flats for sugarcane cultivation and other
agricultum.)

5. moorei: another rare and endangered sp; watemmelon-pink flowers and large white fruit borne inside the crown on every
branch; often badly asttacked by scale and resultant oooty mould. (Ite endangered status results from clearing
of almost all the riverine rainforest for sugarcane cultivation, gemeral feming, and town development. Remnants
found around edge of cleared country in coastal ranges foothills, and stands remaining on private property at
risk from future clearing. Restricied %o the far north coast of N5W and extending s short distance into southe-.
east Q1d, practically the same areas as S. hodakinsoniae in NSW. Cosidered to be inadequately conserved.

. Growing in Canberra, Melbourne and Sydney gardens.

S. luehmannii: one of the most commonly grownj; upright with bright pnew growth; small creamy summer flowers followed by

masses of pinkered fruit,

S. wilsondi: & weeping shrub preferring semi-shade; produces large wine-red Pom-pam brushes in spring followed by

clusters of white fruits. :

From Volume 23

S._corynanthums produces huge quantities of pear-shaped red fruits every few yeoars, sour but can be used for Jam; hardy

in full sun; handles light frosts.:

S. fibrosums small apricot or dull orange flowers with pink fruits too sour to eat; Torres Strait pigeon possibly spreads

sesds to islandsoff the Northern Terzitory coast and parts of S-E Asia; prefers warm wet sites.

.3.-__f£§,n_sig:l_.y small white flowers precede pale purple fruits on one of the most majestic canopy trees in the rainforest;
superb container plant; young leaves brillisnt red or pink.

S. pavvradeum: bright purplish frults follow small maunve ciironella-scented spring flowers, attracting honeyeaters and
bees; new growth shiny olive-brown; grows in highland Nth. Q4. rainforest; distinctive red-brown papery
bazk,

S. wilsonii ssp. cryptophlebium: usually shrub or emall tree; cream flowers followed by great guantities of small dull

piok or purple fruits; plants from highland rainfores: genetic stock haxdy in cooler southern
regions and will withstand light frosts; colourful new foliage,

4nd more in Volume 31

S. australer distributed from Nowra NIW to near Catrns nth, Qld, always near watercourses; exrisp, scmetimes delicious
Juicy pink-red or marcon fruits; attracts birds to gaxden; adapts to most soils, frost and full sun.

S. cenicortez: orange, red or brown flushes frequently cover the whole tree crown; & small laaves, white flowers and red
suoculent more or less pear-shaped frults which are amongst the pmallest of the Lilly-pillies; suitable
for sub-tropical gardens and as tub-plants. E _

S. erebrinerve: splendid ommamental hardy in full sun and frost; masses of white flowers in spring, and aguat purplish
fruits produced each 2nd or 3rd year with very heavy crop every five Yea>s approximately; seeds atitacked
by insect larvas.

i %
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3. erythrocalyxs occurs in tropical nth Q1d. ralnforests in heavy shade beneath canopy; unusual foliage purplish when
fresh; most attractive large pale green flowers in winter avery few years; summer fruits 5-8cm. across
with brilliant crimson skin, edible; needs plenty of water.

8. oleosum: formerly Bugenia coolminiana; fast-growing and adaptable; bit large for average suburban garden; fluffy

white summer flowers followed by crisp edible magenta fruitsj; attacked by payllida when young; good bird tree.

§. tierneysnum: usually pink or red fruits; sometimes white, large creamy flower heads on older branchlets attract butter-

flies and honeyeaters in spring and early summer; dark leaves on weeping branches often flush with
coppery or red new growth; usually near watercourses; important species for rehabilitation of exoded
stream banks in tropics; lowland tropical rainforest in north Qld and PNG and the Solomon Islands,

The Nicholsons also describe Acmena smithiis a marginal rainforest species along creeks from Sydney to near Cairnsj
summer flowers and small massed pale pink to deep mauve fruits; extremely hardy plant, copes with wet
(but not sour) soll, full sun or shade, cold conditions and light frosts.

A. ingens: large fruits mainly in winter are pale pink to dark red after small white or cream summer flowers; mekes a very

beantiful garden tree; frequent new growth flushes of pink or pale green.

A. hemilampra ssp. hemilamprat hardy in full sun and adaptable to a range of free-draining soils; southern Australian
conditions tolerated if 1ittle risk of heavy frost; pink red or russet flushes of new growth; white
fruits with edible acid flesh.

The only Australian specles of Bugenie 1s E. reinwardtiana which occurs near beaches and in rainforest further inland, up to
500 m. in altitude, from Bundaberg in south-eest Qld. to Cape York. It is also found on some Pacific and Torres Strait
islands, and in south-east Asia. Beach or Sweet Cherry is worth growing for its fruits. It grows in shade or full sun,
requiring mainly good soil drainage and a moderately wam climate. Extra water and fertilizer help speed its extremely slow
growth. Summer fruits are preceded by small attractive typical Lilly-pilly flowers.

From that general information on ACMENA .. EUGENIA .. SYZYGIUM, I'll go to the Wrigley & Fagg book "Bird Attracting Plants",
to get closer to the subject of "birds and native planrs". In the chapter headed "Plants for frult-eating birds", they
begin with:

Acmena smithii: Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria rainforests, often near the coast; reliable handsome tree rarely
exceeding 12m. in temperate areas; grows in most soils and aspacts with adequate moisture; excellent
acreen for beachside; fruits meke tasty Jam and are relished by birds.

Syzygiums include some already described such as §. luehmannii, S. moorei, S. oleosum and S. commiflorum, this last attract-

ing Rainbow Lorikeets which swamm over freshly opened blossoms, and the fruits are greedily eaten by many varieties of birds.

S. alliiligneum: from Nth., Qld. rainforeats; grows well at Coffs Harbour NSW; to 10m. in open cultivation with large
creamy-white flowers followed by 4cm. red fruits in spring; fruit eaten by cassowaries in wild; an
attractive specles. L

S. hodgkinsonise: slow-growing shrub or small tree to 11m. with fragrant white flowers, and large red fruits to 4cm. in

dismeter in spring; from southern Qld. and northern NSW rainforests.

S. malaccense: known commercially as the Malay Applc in south-east Asia; 4Australian form in cultivation in Atherton (Nth.
Qld.); tall tree tc 25m, with large elliptical leaves, fluffy flowers varying from cream to rad-purple;
globular edible fruits pink to red and almost black when ripe; intolerant of low temperatures and failed
during Coffs Harbour winter. i

S. suborbiculare: medium-sized tree to 12m. or sometimes shrub-sized; shiny elliptical leaves from 7-20cm.; large white

flowers followed by large squat red fruits to 8cm. in diameter, most months; from Western Australia,
Northern Territory and Nth. Queensland eucalypt forests; not common in cultivation, but more adaptable
and could require less moisture.

S. forte subsp. fortes a tree to 25m. but much smeller ‘in cultivation; from the Northern Territory and Nth. Qld. rain-

. forests; prominent well-displayed clusters of white flowers in the dry season in the tropics; follow-
ed by edible white fruit; grows well as far south as Coffs Harbour, and withstands salt spray; good
trees on the Esplanade at Cairns N.Q. i

’
Although Syzygiums are better known for their attraction to fruit-eating blrds, some species are good nectar producers, and
are enjoyed by honeyeaters and lorikeets. Syzygium luehmannii is an outstanding street or garden tree which should be used
more in Sydney and Melbourne. Birda seek both fruit and nectar from 1t.
Nesting material is obtained from Syzygium papyracsum (Paperbark Satinash), a north Queensland rainforest species, which
grows well at Coffs Harhour in well-drained loam in full sun.

According to the "Austraflora Bock of Australian Plants" the following Syzygiums attract birds to both nectar and fruit:
gomniflorum; hodgkinsoniae; luehmannii; moorei; oleosum; paniculatum; wilsonii. Climatic zones for all of these
species are warm temperate, tropical and sub-tropical, so they might grow in southern States, or have a limited use as
indoor plants.

Tn the Mt. Annan book "Creating a Native Carden for Birds", the smaller Acmena spp. are considered lovely garden trees,
contributing flowers for nectar and then asbundant fruit for silvereyes, fruit doves, pigeons, parrots and other birds. They
glso attract insect-eating birds. Acmena smithii flowers in particular attract Lewin's Honeyeaters and other nectar-eaters,
This tree stays at a manageable size in gardens, with low branches maintaining follage near the ground. Young trees might
be frost sensitive, but are grown in gardens as far south as Adelaide. This book also mentions S. cormmiflerum, and

S. paniculatum with edible red berries into winter, much liked by rosellas and other fruit-eating birds. It takes light
Trost. S. wilsonii is included as well as S. luehmannii, with its pear-shaped bruit attracting King Parrots.

Study Group members sent in the following notes on Lilly-pillies:

Pam Sherlock (Murrumbeena, Meltourne): Lilly-pillies were planted as street trees in some suburbs of Melbourne in the
1950's, Murrumbeena being one. Mainly Bugenid sp. I believe, seeing that I am poor on Lillypillies. Recent complaints
about the purple and pale mauve fruits littering the footpaths and meking them UNSAFE resulted in the local Council removing
the six offenders. This was a great nuisance to a young friend who haa been making a delicious jam from them over the last
two years. There are still a good number of them in gardens and streets around here. (Ed: possibly 5. oleosum?)
Joan Wallace (Beecroft, Sydney): We have 2 Acmena smithii about 4m. high, plus some smaller ones, planted hoping that the
Silvereyes would visit but they are extinct here! I've never seen a birzd visit them when in flower, I think I remember
geeing birds eating fruit - Currawongs?
Judy Smith (Blaxland, Blue Mts): I have an Acmena smithii in a fairly dry but shady situation beside the house. I have
grown it from a seedling and it has been quite slow - it fruited for the first time this winter (1991, after about 5 years
or s0) - I think it had sbout % dozen fruits - perhaps if I watered it, it might do better. There is a Lilly-pilly near us
planted on the footpath - I'm sure 1t is never watered but it is robust and bears prolific fruit which attracts Pied Curra-
wongs and King Parrots. Acmena smithii is a common tree in the more sheltered rainforesty gullies about here.

.. Heather Bambrick (Yeppoon, central coastal Qld): only a brief note that her only Lilly-pilly is only Just coming into
“bud (this was back in January).
Judith Brass (Karalee, near Ipswich, Q): writes about her garden and tells of Pale-headed Rosellas feeding on ripe seeds
of Bucalyptus intermedia, unripe seeds of Jacksonia scoparia and Acacia sulacocarpa, fruits of Breynia olbongifolia and
Svryeium luehmannii, and nectar and seeds of Grevillea banksii. S. luehmannii fruits are taken by Figbirds, and the Koels
during summer.
Judith is the Study Group's neweat member at the time of writing this newsletter, and she sent in a very comprehensive
account of her birds and plants with her subscription.
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In "Wild Food in Australia”, one of %he books by 4.B. & J.W. Cribb (Brisbane), they write of several Bugenias, and in the
description of E. smithii (now Acmena smithii), they comment on one author's remark that the fruita were "eaten by Moriginés,
small boys and birds" thus demning them with faint praise.

Looking through Tim Low's book "Wild Food Plants of Australia", I discover in his description of Acmena smithii, the name of
the botanist who made that remark was Joseph Maiden in 1889. This book deals only with the use of Lilly-pillies by the
Aborigines and other people, not the bird-use,

My first Lilly-pilly in.the garden was back in 1972, when I included a Bugenia coolminiane (as it was before it mas changed
%0 S. oleosum) in a row of small trees and shrubs in the back garden of my Redcliffe house. I wanted it as a shade and
climbing tree, although neither of my daughters ever did climb it, and my grandson hasn't yet tried. I had no idea then howm
large 1t would be in maturity, but it grew easily, developing a double trunk which threatened to split open to the ground.
My brother fixed it in the fashion used by an avocado-growing friend of his = inserting a large bolt to hold the 2 trunks
together. It worked and the tree kept growing, covered the bolt completely, and I just hoped the roots wouldn't find their
may into the sewerage line through my backyard (so far no bother there). 20 years on, "The Tree" is a superb specimen of
Eugenie or Syzygium, between 7 & 9m. high dominating about a third of my back garden, and I'd never recommend it for the
average suburban gerden. During a Christmas Eve stomm 2% years ago, the northern section of the tree twisted in the wind

end broke away. Older daughter phoned me to say that "The Tree" had fallen down, but with husband and chainsaw, the damaged
section was cut away, and a wire rope with turnbuckle now holds the rest of the "Coolminiana" in place - husband says it will
held forever and I won't argue with him. When there is a good year with rain at the right time, the fruit are delicious,

and it has provided food, shelter and nesting for countless birde during ita life. To this day nmy -two daughters, now 27 & 29,
sti1l cell it "The TREE" or "The COOLMINIANA", it is almost a family "heirloom".

In this Redcliffe garden I have two S. luehmannii, an Acmena brachyandra (now A. ingens), S. fibrosum & S. sustrsle (I think,
it's so long since I planted them, I'm not sure), and still surviving, a S. wilsonii. Sometimes I catch one in flower during
a visit to the house, but they have been terribly neglected over the past 10 years, and it is a miracle they've lived,

Taking over the garden at the famm in 1981, I had codles more space than before, so where did I plant a BEugenia coolminiana?
Right under a Jacaranda! Well, they've all grown higher, and this past summer, the Lilly-pilly had a wonderful crop of
flowexrs. I swear and declare that I'm not a rainforest person, but I have a little "dry scrub" to one side of our dam wall,
and have been given another small area in the gully below, where there were bananas growing t1ill recently, for a rainforest.
Including the S. ocleosum and 2 8. luehmannii in the:front garden, and four S. sustrale (I think so, grown from seed collected
under a tree at our local Kobble Creeki. I now have 19 Lilly-pillies. Two are quite small species, under 2m.

Syzygium zeherii: supposed to reach only 1m.; -has small rounded foliage, red new tips; little white flowers and black
fruits with only a thin layer of flesh which 1a sweetish but bland. :
S. paniculatum {dwa.ri‘!: to 1.5m.; bronze new tips, white flowers and megenta-red fruits.

Included in my budding rainforest is Zugenis reinwardtiana, the northern Beach Cherry, and a second Syzygium moorei, having
the same problems as my first one (in the "dry scrub"), which is now a rounded shrub between 1 and 1.5 m, They both suffer

from attack by scale and the resultant black scot, as do two creek Syzygiums which I raised from seed. A4t our local ereek
I've found Acmena smithii and possibly A. hemilampra, as well as S. australe which is quite common and hes tasty reddish-
pink fruits. S. vaniculatum might also be there, I'm not sure. I collect fruits each summer and grow a few plants,
mainly to obtain identification in the future.

For human consumption, unless the local fruit-eating birds think otherwise, I've planted Acmena ingens and Syzygium jambos,
both reputed to be very edible. I think the latter might be an Asian species, it hes lovely pale pink bell-sheped fruits,
which are often sold at markets. 4

Two species of Waterhousia should be included in the Lilly-pillies. While one has & wide range along the east coast, the:
other is confined to the wet tropical rainforests between Townsville and Cooktown.

W. floribunda: I know it locally from along creeks where the north-western suburbs of Brisbane meet Pine Rivers Shire at
Ferny Grove. It is a large tree which can reach 30m. in height. Its pendulous foliage hangs gracefully over creecks, and
large clusters of white flowers are followed by greenish fruits, which retain their immature look. The difficulty of
clearing trees on steep stream-banks has seved many of these Waterhousias along the coast of eastern Australia from Newcastle
in NSW to Mackay in central Qld. )

W. unipuhctatas In open situstions the branchlets of this species weep to the ground forming a graceful shrub of 4-5m. but
within the rainforest it can reach 20m. The trunk often sends cut pink or red coppice shoots, and there are frequent, long-
lasting flushes of red and pink new growth for much of the year. A species of the wet tropic rainforests of Nth. Qld., it
flowers in summer - small and not very obvious, but produces clusters of dark blue, purple or pink fruits. Unlike most
Lilly-pilly fruits, these are deeply grooved like Qld. Blue pumpkins and are covered in a white bloom. The foliage makes
this tree an outstending ornamental. It is adaptable to most sites whexe water is assured, even heavy soil, and will toler-
ate moderate frosta. i

To summarise all the information on Lillye-pillies in this newsletter, it would appear that Syzygium luehmannii 1s the best-
known and most used, in our gardens throughout Australia., Acmena smithii, S. luehmannii and S. oleocsum seem to be the most
widely and successfully cultivated, but there a few other species gradually appearing in our gardens. I've no doubt that
gseveral bird gpecies use a wider range of Lilly-pillies than we notice, and maybe more observation is needed to further our
knowledge of the relationship between birds and Lilly-pillies.

One of the most attractive specles seems to be Syzygium cormiflorum, which occurs naturally from Townsville to Iron Range

on Cape York Peninsula, in two forms. The ramifXxrous form, flowering on the branches, is a large tree found in lowland areas.
The cauliflorous form flowers on the trunk - creamy=white with dark pink fruits all over the trunk - and is a smaller tree,
more common in the highlands, and more sulted for scuthern areas. Shelter from frosts is important for young plants,

4p.m. on a glorious sunny Queensland winter Saturday, and I pause in my typing to hang out a load of washing, and hear ny
free-loading, droopy-winged Willie Wagiail chaiitering outside the laundry. Going out with the mince, I stop and observe

the binrds going about their afterncon feeding as the sun starts getting lower on the western ridge. A pair of Double-barred
Finches hop arocund on the ground near the water-dish, one hops up for & dainty sip while a group of twittering Silvereyes
move from tree to tree searching for (I hope) scale insects. The Willie Wagtail struggles with a sticky bit of mince and is
curiowly watched from a tree near the verandah, by a fat Grey Shrike-Thrush which isn't too proud to fly down in search of
a morsel of mince thrown in its dirsction. Another Willie Wagtail sits on an old fence-post, and from the Wative Frangipanni
a female Golden Whistler flies into the tree a branch away from the Shrike-Thrush, and watches as I aim some mince crumbs on
to the wide frond of a large Staghorn on the tree trunk. Some small bird, either a Honeyeater or an Eastern Spinebill,
hovers at a spider-web glistenlng in the afternoon sun, trying to delicately remove the spider from its web, and is chased
by another small bird. I hear the Fastern Spinebill softly piping nearby, and scon it flies around to the front garden,

out of sight, so I'm not sure which plant receives a visit. Over in the bush the Kookaburra family is noisily advertising
its presence, and letting me know it won't be long and they'll be looking for their late tid-bits. What a hive of activity!

0 i - cieg of Acmena enia, Syzygium and Waterhousla in Australia, there are some fine specimens which do
wglthinn:lﬁizvgi:ﬁ? bu: are not u:’ae?xga.s muc’:h Zythey deserve. Most make shapely, medium-sized trees with glossy dark green
foliage, very attractive new growth and a wealth of colourful flowers and fruita. These can be eaten fresh, or made ing;t
jam, and are a favourite food for many birds. The %trees need ample moisture for good growth, but few other special condit-
ions, and are usually falrly easy to grow in gardens. Some specles are prone to attack by leaf psyllids and scale, t:e
latter being an unsightly nuisance with the accompanying sticky honey-dew and black soot., It can be removed with a.di rong
jet from the hose, or dousing with socapy water plus white 0il, or patisntly by hand (somewhat time-consuming and tedious,
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‘arld only possible while plants are small.). Ants can be
o)e part of the problem as they feed off the honey-dew 0 L
scale lnsects to ensure a regular supply of food. But don't let this put you off trying some of the m:.ny' Lili..:ylfpi{;f:s G

avallable. Perhaps in Queensland and New South Wales, we are the lucky onea, as
these plants, and the nurseriea supplying many of tha'spaoies. i ’ i e i 1 sl griien® £6¥

LIST OF MEMBERS - BIRDS & ¥ATIVE PLANTS STUDY GROUP - JULY, 1992

Membership has increased wonderfully in the past nine months, and I hope it contimes to do so. Word must have got around
that "Birds & Native Plants" is still alive and stil "flying". But please remember that input from active members in all
States is the one thing that keeps a Study Group golng. Without it, more work is thrown onto the leader of the Study Group,
in researching information for the newsletter. Preparing a newsletter from contributions takes enough time, without having

to delve into books, etc. to find interesting articles oneself. My thanks go to all who have Joined the Study Group,-and to
those who have contributed information. ' i

Study Group membership subscriptions fell due in June - 8till $5.00 payable either by cash or by cheque made ocut to "Birds &
Native Plants Study Group", not the leader's name. A red dot at the top of the newsletter aignifies that your Sub. is due.

A red "x" means that you are overdue for last yesr, as well as due for the 1992-93 year, Study Group financial year is from
tat July to 30th June. HNew members who joined during the yeaxr #ill have received back newsletters and the raceipt will state
which year you are financial for. With a new leader taking over the Study Group, it would be best if you gend your 1992-93
membership subs. directly to her: Mrs. Judy Elliott, 10 Highorest 3%, Ocean View, via Dayboro 4521. Of course, I'll pass on
any which stray my way. .

As one of my final duties as your Study Group leader, I've prepared a financial statement from April 1990 till now, to show
you what has happened %o all your $5.00a, and what remains to hand over to Judy.

PINANCTIAL STATEMENT up to 8th JULY, 1992
Inward Qutward 84111 to come out of funds

is the cost of photocopyl
From Previcus S.G. Leader 100.00 Stationery 32.45 s :ml““t“f ity ich“{igf

Membership Subscriptions and Poatage 113.20 .
Regien Grants/Donations 476.00 Photocopying Newsletters 150.10 gga:ﬁ?:i::;:;{ asfﬁ. ab:iz'
Bank Interest 12.00 Reference Boocks fox 58.46 $170.00 to
. - paas on to the

Augtralian National Botanic Study Group new Study Group leader.

Gardens (photocopying of 12.00 Miscellaneous 11.45

newsletters
TOTAL 600,00 365,66

Study Group reference books are: "Creating a Native Garden for Birds" from the Mt. Annan Botanic Garden Hative Plant serie:
"3irdacaping Your Garden" by George Adama; "Bird Attracting Plants" by John W. Wrigley and Murray Fagg, one volume from the
Anstralian Native Plant Library series; "The Tllustrated Dicticnary of inatralian Birds by Common Name" by J.D. Macdonald.
Information in the newsletters comes from these a3 well as my own extensive "private library",

- H . TS

I took advantage of going to Perth last September/October for the Biennial 4.5.G.A.P, Conference and tours, to see scme of
Australia along the way. A month away (my busband maintained that it mas lovely all by himself all that time, and made me
feel very unwanted for at least two months after oy return home by telling everyone just that) included 3} weeks in and aroun
the Perth region, 6 days in Adelaide, and 3 in Canberra., I saw fantastic wildflower scenes especially north of Perth, lota
of wonderful ground orchids and Proteaceas in the Abany/Stirling Range & Fitzgerald R. National Parks region, and stood on
Cape Leeuwin. Loved Adelaide's old buildings and night-time views - no wildflowering there, acted like a tourist instead,
and visited a cousin in Canberra, where I took time to look at the Australian National Botanic Gardens - a lovely place.
Want to re-visit all places , probably moa't get back to W.A., but had a marvellous month away. Of course, it put me back
seriously, then Christmas arrived, followed by one of the most humid Jamuarys ever, during it was almost too much effoxt eve
to move. So I got further and further behind with averything, till hare I am, nearly 4 months overdue with the newsletter,

Probably the main reason for both the lateness and my relinguishing leadership of this Study Group is that I have found that
there isn't time to do all the things I've become involved in properly, so something had to go, rather than my health and
home life. My interest in the coaatal Wallum (haathla.nd) of south-east Queensland, and its preservation, is now taking up
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80 much time that it haa become too much for me to continue with the Birds & Native Plants. Several year

that my preferred Aunstralian native plants were the Wallum and near-coastal wildflowers, and that it v{o:f: ;gohzsia::dzgacmiaa
and do it well. I've been wanting to make S.G.A.P. members more aware of the seriously endangered situation of the Wallum

80 instead of just bewailing the fact that this area of our native plants has been in the "too hard" basket for far too 101':.3
with insufficient research into their cultivation and other aspects, I'm starting a Wallum Study Group. I have mentioned m:.r’
interest in the Wallum in newsletters so I'm sure members will appreciate that I was delighted when Judy Elliott offered to

take on the Birds and Native Plants Study Group for me. The offer was gladly accepted, although- I'11l have some regrets on
giving 1t up, but I hope to retain contact with some of the members, I'll become a member of the Study Group instead. As

yet, I haven't done a great deal as leader apart from increasing the membership and keeping the group alive, but I did have
plans for some of the group's findings to eventually find their way into "Australian Plants", or a series of small booklets

about the interaction of our Australian birds and plants.
H A S W W

A couple of late items for Newsletter No., 20, which dealt with HAKEAS and LITTLE WATTLEBIRDS,.

Firstly, a correction in Pam Sherlock's contribution: Two plants mentioned were Srevillea shiressi and Grevillea "White
Wings', not Hakeas, as stated. (Ed. I wondered at the time, but we all make little mistakes now and then.

From Monica Flint (Amidele NSW): A small item to add to the Hakem story - Yellow-talled Black Cockatoos have only been in
the garden twice, but each time have feasted on the fruit of Hakea eriantha, and have also kindly pruned the planta at the
seme time. .

-

And some more on Little Wattlebirds:

During the Perth Conference in Septembex/October last Yyear, I noticed that Little Wattlebirds are quite common in Perth
suburbs, and in company with Red Wettlebirds, were ususlly present in trees around the grounds of Noalimbe Centre, where

the Conference was based,

Margaret Pieroni, leader of the Dryandra Study Group, had a pair of Little Wattlebirds nest in & tree in her back garden,
and ralse their brood, despite constant attempts by a neighbour's cat to reach the nest.

Honeyeaters visiting her garden include: Brown; Singing; Wattlebirds; Little Wattlebixds,

Some of the most-favoured plants in hexr garden for the honeyeaters ave: Celothammus homalophyllus; Grevilleas saccata;
macrostylis; thelemanniana; bipinnatifida; 'Robyn Goxdon'; Bucalyptus erythrocorys (a splendid species described in more
detail by Margaret); youngiana; kingsmillii x macrocarpa; caesia; burdettiana; megacornuta; calophylla; preisiana;
conferruminata; Banksies sceptrumj hookeriana; ashbyi; prionotes; Hakeas bucculenta; multilineataj laurina; petiolaris;
orthorryncha; Meleleucas fulgens; ®steedmannii; Verticordia grandis; Anigozanthus hybrids; A. rufus; A. pulcherrimus;

Mecropidia fuliginosa.

(Ed. Oh, what memories that list brings back! Just a tiny sample of the glorious W.A. plants, and such bird-attracters!

I visited Margaret's garden cne day, and she has lota of Dryandras as well, and has found birds are interested in them too.)
P HEIE U S H AR B T R o S

To end my last newsletter to you, I'll write a bit about home, as I alweys do. That beautiful Queensland winter weather of
last August's issue extended into a long dry until we had some good rain in early December, more in Jenuary, followed by an
extremely wet weekend late February, more in March and showers through April & May., We could almost believe that we had
experienced one of those things which used to be a Queensland regular - a WET SEASON - bumidity and all. For about 5 or &
weeks I didn't use the outside clothes-line - it was the verandah or the clothes dryer. With 547 mls. in December, and a
total of 1050 mls. for the 5 months till end of May, we received around 64 inches of rain in 6 months. June was typically
dry with a mere 36 mls, and I feel a need to watch our water consumption from now on, although we have over 15,000 gallons
of tankwater at our disposal here, The garden sprang into fresh life with all the moisture, and I've been increasing my
collection, now trying to convince translocated wildflowers that I would be so delighted if they decided my gaxden wes a
lovely place to live. Weeds have almost taken over the front lawn, eapecially dandelions (and I don't find any Pale-headed
Bosellas there eating their flowers), and we had a marvellous crop of silver-leaf Desmodium this year, all in its sticky
seed now, the dogs come in covered in them. Whilst I have far more garden space here than others do in suburbia, I think

I also get the weeds in proportion, but I just learn to live with them.

Early in 1991, I planted a new garden with mainly our Queensland hybrid Gravilleas, those which have originated from the
red Grevillea banksii, and its crosses with G. oteridiifolia, G. sessilis and G. whiteana, and others, plus seedlings from
these hybrids, giving us a range of golds, pinks and cream-to-yellows. There are other smaller Grevilleas, and some graft
ones, and most of them are now producing flowers, especially G. 'Sandra Gordon'. Hopefully this wianter and spring I'll be
able to watch the bimds visiting these plants, then returning to the older part of the garden nearby, which is now a very
Pleasant shrubbery. Birds come and go from the neighbouring natural open forest, sometimes moving so quickly that I am
unable to identify them baefors they.return tc the bush. So far the only thing missing is a bird nest or two. But with
Grevilleas, Callistemons, Acacias, Leptospermums and Melaleucas, and numerous other genera and species, I txy to please the
local nectar end insect needs, while the fruit-eaters will have to make do with the exotics until my rainforast grows.

I still have my "free-loaders", as my husband calls the birds which come in for tid-bits of mince most days. 7 Kookaburras,
one tame enough to take mince from my hand, one or two others who are a bit uncertain but get brave occasionally, arrive
daily - morning and afterncon. Two Magpies come and go, quietly moving around the yard, but happily accepting any handout,
The smaller birds seem to visit in winter months, with the Willie Wagtail the most insistent. It must have come off second-
best to something larger since last winter, as its left wing is drooping, but that docon't atop it flutbtering around the
place all day. New on the general scene are a couple of female Darters which visit our dams these days.

My Pied Butcher-birds had a bad summer, For 6 years I have fed a pair, the male tame encugh to take his meat fearlessly
from me, the female waiting in a tree or on the roof. She always fluttered her wings and chirped at me, and I called her
"Fly-f1ly", he is "Bird". Each year they have brought in their family, either one or two, and I've enjoyed them, they have
distinct personalities, and they never interfered with any other garden birds. 1In fact, each summer, the Forest Kingfishers
chased the Butcher-birds away! Early this year "Bird" arrived with blood on his breast feathers, but recovered from the
injury. However, from that day I haven't seen "Fly-fly", and I assumed that Currawongs were responsible for her disappear-
ance and the lack of family this year. Currawongs make their unwelcome presence felt here in summer, and this year they
were following the Butcher-birds when they flew off with their mince. However, "Bird” seems to have found a new "wife",

a quiet little female with a plessant personality.

Well, this may seem to have been a marathon effort of a newsletter, and I'1l be sad to say "Good-bye", but as I'll be staying
on as a member, you may sometimes see bits abcut my birds and plants from time to time,




	Text1: 


