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This i s s u e  c u e s  with a "Farewell" f-ma me as leadez,  and a 
b r i e f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  my successor, 'LY. Judy E U i o t t ,  f r c ~  Ocean View, which is not 
far f z v n  me, j u s t  t o  t h e  north on t h e  nex t  mountain w e .  I can l o o k  acmss f m  
my fmnt ve--andah* beyond t h e  timbe- =idges, and t h e  d e y  v i t h  t h e  6 1  township 
of Daybozo, snd I can see Judy's " i u o ~ h i n " .  We azc9 both members o f  t h e  ?<he 3iverg 
branckes of  t h e  S.G.P.P. ( a d .  Reg=.) Inc, and t h e  T i l d l i f e  P r e s e m t i o n  Society of 
m a n s l a n d .  Judy Fs Pine Sioers ShL= h a  Co-ordinetor of t he  Q a e e m U  Goverament's 
l l a t u r e s e a r c h  2001", a 2-year sur~sy o f  south-east Qneeasland's ~ l o r a  and fauna, s o  she 
is a e l l  i n t o  t h e  study of b L d s  and 2 l a n t s .  As she is tadng over  t h e  Study G m q  
without any delay, there  w i l l  b e  M bzeak in c m m n i c a t i o n s  between l e a d e r  and -up. 

, * ) * * + , *  

B E 3 5  fo- t h l s  aersl ,a t tar  we-: P m -  IMSELZh a i t h  a d i s t r L b u t i o o  ae=oss 
mEh-eastex duss=ala ,  which h c P x i e s  about hal f  of Queensland, d extends j u s t  
i n t o  n o r t h - e s s t e z  Nea South Tales; *tA= X S K P  ahich o v e r l w s  t h e  f o a e r  on 
t h e  * e e n s l a n a / ~ e s  Soufh T e e s  bordez n e e  the c o a t ,  and t b n  has a d i s t r ; , h t i o n  - 

r i g h t  atound south-easteza Austral2 %zough Victoz?? and just i a t o  t h e  south-east 
c o m e r  of  South Austral ia ,  and t h e  noehern and eas te rn  coas t s  of  T w ;  
TETTW XOSElLd vhich has i ts h a b i t a t  in t h e  very south-lest of  'Restern h t r d l i a ,  

' surrounded b y  a aon-breeding area. 

R e p o e s  came in f=arn Amidale E V ,  Sy&?ey, Melbau=le and Borth, 'I!- 

PiUZLZZADED DSECCd (platycercus a d s c ~ k s ) :  @ here in south-east nQueenslmd, we 
have this l o v e l g  bird, and while I do onjoy see- tW mtc?d, t h e y  csa be m t e  
d e s t z - ~ c t i v e  b y  nigging off f lowers  a s e  a g g a x n t l p  feeding. k ~ e s  a N *  them- 
s e l v e s  o f  any nec ta r  oz seeds in t h e  l a r g e r  g ~ d s c  shrubs and t z e s ,  t h e y  sgend a l o t  
of t h e  on t h e  g m u d  f e e d i t q  on inilk t h i s t l e s  and dandelions (-f?8tweeds?), snd 
p o s s i 5 l y  w r i o u s  p a s s e s .  
With t h e i r  b a s i c  colaurs of p a l e  yellow, b l u e ,  a d  red, with touc.hes of  white  a d  

I black,  t h e y  are a p r e t t y  s i g h t  b d a c - a  on  our  power l i n e s ,  snd soft . ly  "tal!&@' t o  
e ~ h  other .  This s o f t  "twin4ing1' becanes  a loude l ,  sharl~er 'Irai&-'mink" when they 
arc s u z z r i s e d  i n t o  ,light. !he* p i + t  c h a t t e r  a l s o  gives swag t h e k  Fresence in 
Acacias ahen  they  ace f e a s t i n g  on +he seeds.  P a r t  o r  m y - o p e n e d  f r e s h  Grev i l l ea  
brushes on t h e  ground beneath t h e  tm are n s u d l y  e a e n c e  t h a t  Pale-headed 
& s e l l a s  have been dsiting. I have xa tched  them a c t u a l l y  b i t i n g  o f f  flowem. 

no tes  from t h e  b a d e r l s  Digest B i z  Book show t h a t  t h i s  b i r d  l i v e s  in a -Lety of 
h a b i t a t s  in e a s t o x  Q e e n s l a z l  and m ~ h - e a s t e r n  H.S.W., i n c l u d h g  sa- roodland, 
sgazze ly  timbered f d a n d s ,  r i v e r  Sa=ks and f o r e s t  c lear ings,  be* common in all 
lowland areas of i t s  r a g e ,  excegt tkiclh f o r e s t .  A s e d e n t q  bL+, it has benef i t t ed  
f-ma t h e  grov ' s ion  of s tock water&- ? l a c a s  i n  s d - a z i d  aud from t h e  cul t i -  
v a t i o n  o f  c e r e a l  czops. Although it ca3 b e  a & a e  t o  f a s l e r s  and o m h z r l i a t s ,  
i ts  d i e t  a l s o  includes seeds of weed j e s t s  such as + k i s t l e s  and krs. 
Breed* season  Fs Septeaber -Decdez  Frr &he south of its sange, and P e b r ~ 7 J r m e  
in t h e  north. 3-5 white eggs In a nest in a hollow l i a b  o r  ho le  in a livi3g o r  d e d  
h c d y ; l t ,  f-ma a few metres above g = c x d  t o  a -at heig!!t. 

, . 
-3 BL1- (Pl-atycezcas erinir.n): P e b a g s  the  best-loloan o f  a l l  Anstdian 
p s r r o t s ,  ha- been used as t h e  t , d e  Park f o r  " ~ ~ n  brand f o a l s .  &te=1 
E o s e l l a s  are ccrmonlg found in l i g h 5 l 7  t i n b e r e d  c a t 7  in M d  and semi-- 
rep:ons f x m  t h e  seaboazz t o  t h e  Zzikqes of t h e  idacd plains .  m e y  avo= f o r e s t s  
and aze  seldom f d  above 1,250 m. cove s e a  level .  
Thsy f o w e  along t h e  edges of c o ~ t ~  zoads f o r  grsss seeds, a d  naay azx ' E l l e d  by 
CLZ. Besides feed- on grass  seeds ,  t h e y  e s l t  gds and ga,rde=, a d  feed h t h e  
tzee togs .  Offer: saen in t h e  c a p -  c f  C r b s o n  Rosellas d B e d - r ~ q i e d  3az10t9,  tho^ 
az-e not  t h i d  ard can be a ~ p m a c h e d  fd=Pj closely.  Their  flwt is uddar ing  and 
c l o s e  t o  t h e  g=ou??d, and they g l i d e  ug~waJls  h t o  the  tzees,  f a  t h e i z  tails as 
t h e y  d i g W .  
2 t e x  Bnse l las  feed on seeds, b l o s s w ,  nectar ,  f-?lit, and i n s e c t s  and thev> l a - z .  
Being f o r d  of  cul'.ioated f-yit, they  b e  a d a n c e  in f d t - g z o r i n g  -as, bu t  
make up f o r  t h i s  t o  some e x t ~ n t  by des t , -oyhg  l a r g e  mounts  of weed seeds. The i r  
und c a l l  is a loud l~h i r rk- ! s~ idc l l  o-, ascedi.= s c d e ,  o r  a m e t a l l i c  pi$- note 
repea ted  t a i c e .  Wen d m e d  b F d s  k t  a s t z ~ d e n t  sczeech. Peedq& usually 
accomganied by subdued c h a t t e z b g .  



A birdbath should be of a pedestal type, 
about 900 millimetres high, to keep the birds 
out of easy reach of a cat, with the tap at least 
400 miuirnetres across and saucer-shaped, so 
that birds can wade into the centre. 

: Birdbaths should be about 75 millimetres 
. deep at the centre to cater for most bathers. 
; However, honey eaters and some parrots prefer 
' to plunge-bathe and require a deeper water 
i source-ideally, a pool about 450 millimerra i 
I deep, beneath a preening tree. I It will often take birds some time to find a 
: birdbath. You can guide them by suspending a 
] water-filled tin with a slow drip above the bath. 
The splashing sound and the pattern of ripples 
on the water will help them to find the source 
of the water. 

An ideal way of providing a continuous- 
supply of fresh, clean water is to position t h ~  
birdbath with a permanently dripping tap outlet 
above it. 

In larger gardens water can be used as a 
landscape feature and islands provided to give 
birds secure access to it. 

- - .  

A simple birdbath, placed ouf of reach of c a s  

1 

sawn timber roof, i 
i 

entrance hole. 

attracted 

I 

75 mm termite bed 
sawn timber base 

sheet 

50 x 40 mm cleat 1 
I 

metal cat-/rat-proofing 4- 

A hollow fog nest-box for parrots, cockatoos, and 
lon'keets ' ' 



B r e e d i w  takes  p lace  August-January, wi th  4 t o  7 white eggs in a nes t  in a hole  in a t r e e ,  a few metres from t h e  ground t o  
v e 4  hi@. Nests have been found I n  holes  i n  r o t t h  log8 on t h e  ground and in fence pos t s .  The female incubates  t h e  eggs . alone  f a r -20  days, with young b i r d s  l eav ing  t h e  nes t  about 30 days a f t e r  h a t c h i  . 
Eastorn  R o s e l l a  apparent ly  hybr id i se  with Pale-headed Basellas.  YFrom Reader 's  M g e s t  Bird ~ o o k )  

From the  M t .  Annan book "Creating a Native Carden f o r  Birds": E m t e r n  Boaellas feed on grase ,  herb and weed seeds;  mild 
f n r i t s  and b e r r i e s ;  eucalypt f lowers and seeds;  nuts ,  blossoms, nectar1  i n s e c t s  and t h e i r  lm; peyl l id s ,  l e g s  and 
s c a l e ;  seeds of aceciaa and eucalypts  predaninete.  

'lBFrdscaplng  you^ Garden'" George Mams h m  l o b s  of l i t t l e  b i t s  about t h e  %te rn  RoselLas, t h e f r  feed- and mating 
habi ts .  Neat-boxes have been m e d  succesafdly  i n  Canberrs by these  b i rda ,  whlah m common t h e m  ( t h i s  lest from '%uf 
Garden Birds" by g l e n  McCulloch - she  ment iom t h e i r  wide r e q e  of food, as deaciibed above.) Baerk t o  Ceorgs - 
regarding the  use  of nest-boxes, one p a i r  has m e d  them t o  fledge chicks f o r  t h e  pas t  8 yea r s ,  i n  suburban Canbeaa.  Hollow 
l o g s  about lm. long, with outs ide  d iameter  of 170 mm. were modified with a wood c h i s e l  t o  p ro r ide  s u i t a b l e  nes t  chambers. 
S B W ~  tfmber bottoms were f i x e d  and 50m. of t e r m i t e  bed placed i n  f o x  a rtkhural appearance. Aa opening neede to be p r o m s d  
n e a r  t h e  top  an one s i d e  with t he  upper end of the l o g  closed off agahst rain. Boxes should be pleeed v e r k i e d l y  5 t o  7 m, 
from t h e  ground, i n  t r r e s .  In Canber=a, two weeks a f t e r  t h e  p m v l s i o n  of t h e  n s t - b o x e s ,  i a  l a t e  Auguet, E a s t e m  &sel l -  
occupied them, f ledging chicks  a t  Christmas. k t h  E a t e r n  and Crimson Rosellea have s u c c e s s f u l l y  nested i n  ammunition 
boxes in Melbourne, a f t e r  they were placed v e r t i c a l l y  in t r e e s  5m. from t h e  ground. Some success  has a l s o  been r e c o d e d  i n  
Sydney, with Eas t e rn  Rosellaa showing some i n t e r e s t  in sawn timber neat-boxes. 
m e n  e h e l t e r i n g  fm danger, b M s  depend on t h e h  calm t o  help  them blend with t h e i r  m u n d i n g a .  The e t r i k i n g l y  
co lou r fu l  E a a t e n  Rosel la  has b r i g h t  red ,  yellow, m e n ,  and blue  plrrmage, but  when f eed ing  i n  a Eucalgptue t r e e ,  t he se  
colours  blend with t h e  leaves  and t h e  sky. The Base l l a  f r eezes  when a l e r t e d  and is  difficult t o  detec t .  
Eas t e rn  Rosellaa inc lude  t h e  f r u i t s  of BOCa*pus cuareasFfonni8 (Native Cherry), a p a r a s i t i c  p l an t ,  i n  its d i e t ,  a l s o  t h e  
f r u i t s  of BankslLa i n t e ~ r l f o l i a .  Lambertia faraorra f lowere  are taken whole f o r  t h e  b i r d  t o  f e a s t  on t h e  nectar ,  while Rosel lae  
e a t  t h e  f r u i t s  of Lsucooo~on oar?rifloms. m e n  t h e  f lowers  of Melaleuca hyne r i cF lb l i a  have finished, Rosellaa f eed  on t h e  
fruits, and inc lude  Xanthorrhoea a u s t r d l i a  seed capsules  i n  t h e i r  d i e t .  

Monica F l i n t  ( h i d a l e  NSW): Eae te rn  Roeellaa are about all year, md seem to f e d  m u y  i n  t h e  Eucalypts,  except du r ing  
Triter, when I haw noticed them feed ing  on GrevLlleaa r o m a r ~ f o l i a  and 'Soar le t  S n r i t e '  (f lowers),  and b e r r i e s  of Coton- 
; a s t e r  and Pyrac8nCha (a. - h e r  b i r d s  nren't "=ac*t".). 
Joan lPaLlaoa (geecrof t ,  sydney) t Eas te rn  FhseUaa e a t  t h e  gmen  seeds of GrevLLleas: a a p l e n i f o l i a ;  v e n u t a ;  rivularis; 
a hybrid l l k e  hookerfana. 
Pem Sherlock (bbtrrrumbeene,  elb bourne): My records  o f  t h i s  b i r d  in t h e  parkland ou t s ide  o u r  f m n t  ga t e  s t a r t  from 1978, 
i t  w a s  well-known t o  e a r l y  F i e ld  Nats throughout t h i s  open woodland in t h e  1880's. A f t e r  1979 t h e r e  i s  a gap of 6 year8 
t l l l  ou r  ttROSEUA SOUP" symbol graced o u r  River  Red Gum again. A t  our  end of t h e  sho r t - l i ved  Outer C i r c l e  Railway between 

' Kew and Hughesdale, t h e r e  i s  about a hec t a re  of mature mc. cmdduleneia with p l en ty  o f  good boughs, dead t r e e  cover, and 
some rough grassland. Un t i l  April  1990 t h e  r o s y  p i c t u r e  of nes t ing  Eas tern  Rosellas r e a r i n g  one youne p e r  year  w a s  va l id .  
The Caulf ie ld  Council t hen  "pmned t h e  t r ee s"  b y  chopping ou t  dead boughs, s o l i d  l i v i n g  boughs, and even l o p p i w  o f f  one 
gum a t  i ts  trunk. All mi s t l e toe  w a s  removed bk- t h e  one s m a l l  bunch the  Magpies had p rev ious ly  nested on. This w a s  d e s p i t e  
p r o t e s t s  from a number of r e s iden t s ,  and Len Robinson - naturalist and Pa r ro t  expert .  
The two n e s t  boxes put up t o  replace  t h e  n a t u r a l  nes t ing  s i t e s  have been inspected  r e g u l a r l y  by t h e  Roeellas,  bu t  not once 
have I seen one en t e r ,  nor have they  nested f o r  t h e  l a s t  two seasons, a t  l e a s t ,  I should ssy, no young have appeared. 
Feeding h a b i t s  are p r e t t y  simple; seeds  of g ra s se s ,  na t ive ,  introduced, green o r  r i pe ;  f r u i t 8  l i k e  apples  and plums from 
gardmar Platwead seeds  ma, 1 wonder, the aappy sterna? Reoentlg they  he- spen t  tine ohecking over t h e  Aeacia dea lba t a  
apposite our driverray (but I: haven't disoovered t h e  mason for t he i ?_ in t e ra s f  there), aa it w a s  juet about t o  b u r s t  i n t o  
bloom. Their fluting c d l a  give may t h e i r  Location,  homver they do noi-&& t o  c d l  out when on t h e  g d  - 9*eW 
sensiblel but t h a t ' s  when theym= ha rdes t  t o  p i ck  out,  with t h e  green of t h e i r  backs camodlaged by grass.  
JFll ilobarta ( ~ ~ & h ,  ' ~ ~ r n r n i ~ ) r  Juat a ~ o m e n t  on Eaetern Rosellas - I thought I had p lmned  t h e  p lant ings  t o  a t t r a c t  them - 
Bnnkaies. Grevilleae.  Calliatemana. but  X ham only  o w e  seen a p a i r  fly through - f r i e n d s  assure me t h a t  1 8m l ~ c k  BS they - - .  

(the ~ s s i e r n  b a e l l & )  do ~o much &nlng. 
Judy Fa i th  (maxlandl Blue ma) I We have *-tern Roee l lw  only mxy i n f r equan t ly  about wr house here. &never the Crimson 
Rosella is common. (I know it wasn't  on t h e  l i s t  s o  I ' m  t ak ing  some libe,-ty here* Fd: be foundation lesder of t h e  Study 
Group, Judy is allowed some l i b e r t y ,  perhaps I should have included t h e  Crimeen Rosellaa,  a~ wa have them h e m  all rear.) 
The b i r d s  become q u i t e  tame a t  feeding tablee - ae do not  Teed them, but  t hey  are about: d d y .  A t  the moment ( ~ e p t .  1991) 
they a r e  t e a r i n g  i n t o  t h e  flowers of a Gmvillen sh iresa i i  x, w. 'Ned Kelly '  and '%bm Codon', and G. hookeriana i n  t h e  
,&en. A t  t imes they a l s o  feed on t h e  gmen  I h c d y p t  f r u i t s  - they eat t h e  f r u i t s  o I  ki$!ophoro oos t a t a ,  m d  also feed on t h e  

back lawn, so  a r e  f a i r l y  v e r s a t i l e .  L a t e  i n  Spr ing they get  i n t o  t h e  Wlatoda b l o s a m s ,  lookfng  marvellous climbing about 
i n  t he  purple  blossoms. The young Crimeone a r e  q u i t e  green in colour,  they are occas iona l ly  mistaken f o r  females, a d u l t  
males & females look s imi l a r .  
Judy has become in t e re s t ed  i n  b i r d s t  d r ink ing  p a t t e r n s  - soma b i r d s  don't  need t o  dr ink  and only  do so i n  hot weather. She 

wonders i f  members could pool observat ions  on which b i r d s  are a t t r a c t e d  t o  b i r d  baths  Fn t h e  garden. She a l a s  wonders with 
al l  t h e  s a l i n i t y  problems occurr ing  i n  some areas, j u s t  how s a l t y  water can ge t  before  it becomes undrinkable. Theee 

thoughts occurred t o  h e r  whi ls t  no t ing  E&us on t h e  Paroo Overflow in north-west NSW, d r ink ing  water in ephereal  lakea  t h a t  
seemed s a l t y  enough t o  be  s e a  water. Have any members made s i m i l a r  obae rwt ions?  

WESl!EW M9ELW ( ~ l a t ~ c e r c u s  i e t e r o t i s )  I Bed h e 4  and bdy, msMy men-nifh-blue nfngs and tdl ,  and yellow cheeks, 
t h e  coLours of t h i s  p-ot, a q u i e t  unobtrus ive  b i d  which often r a m a h a  undeteated b caaual pasers-by aa it s h e l t e r s  
I m  t h e  heat  of the  sun i n  a t r a e ,  o r  moves about t h e  ground s e w h i n g  for seeda. While a e l d m  congmgating fleck3 

dur ing the  non-breeding season, family groups psy come together  t o  t a k e  advantage of a good s m E e  of food, such ES a h e a * ~  
laden f r u i t  t r e e  o r  a s p i l l e d  bag of wheat. E f e r  crops have been harves ted ,  p a i m  o r  fmily p a r t i e s  of w e s t e n  Rosellas 
move over t h e  s tubble ,  picking up f a l k n  grain.  They are t r u s t i n g  and wFL1 gene ra l ly  a l l o n  humma t o  oome close. Near 

homesteads t hey  become tame and e n t e r  sheds,  fowl pens o r  s tock y d a  t o  reed o n  dropped g r a b .  ( ~ b v l o u a l y  they ha- 1e-t 

t o  l i v e  with south-west W.Afs  wheat fanners  - Ed.). Thei r  d i e t  18 va.rfed md includes the saede of graeses  and other  p l a n t s *  
b e r r i e e ,  mate, nectar ,  and i n s e c t s  and t h e i r  1~rm.e. - 

weatern Rosellaa h a m  4 buoyant f l u t t e r i n g  f l i g h t ,  ~uruelly flging sho r t  d i ~ t ~ c e s ,  f m  t r e e  t o  t r e e ,  r a t h e r  t han  over  open 
expanses of. lead. On the gmmd t hey  w d k  qu ick ly  and easily. They a l s o  feed in t h e  t r e e  t ops ,  and it is a remarkable 
s i g h t  t o  come ncrosa a male, with i ts  sed plumsge ( t h e  femde i a  more eubdued, with mainly green colour ing) ,  f eed lag  -0ng 
whi te  Eucaly-pt blossoms. 
The n o m a l  c a l l  is  s o f t  and musical - a a e r i e s  of wh i s t l i ng  notes in quick succession. 
Breeds Auwst-December, t he  nes t  be- a hole  o= hollow in a h c a l y p t .  Three t o  seven, u s u a l l y  f i v e ,  'white eggs. 
Western Rosel las  are common in most types  of t b b e r e d  oountrg in south-west Aust ra l ia .  

from t h e  Reader's M g e s t  Bird Book. 
UP 

Pmm a l i t t l e  book 1 pickedhin Perkh "Birding S5:ea amund Per thut ,  I've taken t h e  f o l l o m h g  reuordingrr of  e ight ings  of 
Weetern B o s e l l a t  Ifungendam Park, A b o r i g i d  mumi means "plaae of grma b l o e ~ o n ' ~ ,  mouth-ssstern o u t s k i r t s  of Perth.  

Besldea a shmb l a y e r ,  t h e m  are Y s r r d n  with some Marri, p l u s  some old  t m e e  with nes t ing  bollowe. 
Sfany Brook, a l s o  on t h e  aouth-eas tern  autalcirta of Par th ,  a w e  J a w ,  lkd and Wand00 with 
understorey. 

Western Rosellas were seen on 1 o r  2 surveys at 23 Metmpol i tan  Bird P ro j ec t  s i t e s ,  mostly south  of Perth.  The " A t l a s  of 

Aus t r a l i an  Birds" does not record breeding nor% of Ps r th  and shows t h a t  t hey  were recorded mom o f t e n  eoutb of Pertha 



I 
Tham is  no evLdence oP s e a n o d  movement, They were reaotded i n  the  ~ o u t h e r a  section of b g e n d o r e  Park i n  eight month 
of the year, but only on 40$ of m a y s .  
@tBi.fis of West~rn h s t x e l i a "  u d t t e n  1976 (so mom M o m a t i o n  could have been collected eince) but it is intereat ing t o  ' 

read the eection on Wentern Roeellm. Nativfi names 1 Qota-un-goota-un~ Guddang-uddanl Guldanguldan (Perth). 
Yoy-a-duxlgg Moysduw ( A W ~  River). 

P i s t r i b u t i ~ n r  Confined t o  tba smth-rest coat:, north t o  Yoora end essf t o  Wongan Hills, Maorine Rook (neex Southern 
~ m a e )  and t h e  k d s s  d i s t r i c t .  Uaes a amall hollow spout o r  a ho le  i n  a &cdypt as a neeting s i t e  and no 
nostina material is  added. - . - -  

In 36 yeare tbsre i a  ;erg k i t t l a  change in the notes on Western b e e l l a .  The Rosella ~ a s  declarad l l v e ~ i n u  .throughout the 
State in ?92T, on moount of the aamage i t  does to 0rrhardal tbnrgb not m destructive 6s the h e n w - e i g h t  ~ n f i  E h q  Pa:rots. 
W- removad fawa the 3tatn-nide 118% Fn 7963, but - a h  a declarad p e a t  on the south-eastern ou tek i r t s  of Perth. 

The laat note on birdel the name "mSZUl1 cornea from t h e  d i s t r i c t  of b e e  Bill near Sydney, now Parr-tta. Ek-ly 
e e t t l a r s  m e d  the b i d  "kae  EUIl parrotm, which bscwe "roeehi l le i ' ,  then "BDSGLLb1I. 

r*;.+mw-*- *.+.CHC).mWWt.7.* *Cu+****II**+**r.HI* 

Eoncluaiom Co be drawn from dl the Fnfo=stion on these Roeellaa, a d  dl Perrots  L Coekatooa, that it would s p p e e  
vital f o r  fbe  fhhrrs af our parretri that both l ive and dead h e l y p t a  (and bngophorea) be retajsled where neosesary and 
p m t i c a b l a .  ht in m w  places t h e m  i s  great dflf icul tg educatiag our l o u d  authori t ies  away fm the* "tidy mentalitysn 
t o  a policy or leaving same srem naturel, I thhk more and more faxmsra are radising the need for treea, many of them 
haw actually been quiet coneervakioaistm f o r  a long tine, leaving s m e  dead trees on t h e i r  propert iee pmvlded they as8 not 
araatlng probleme. A t  leaat, my f m a r  hub& does, but them a l o t  of people who eufSer fmm "fdlw gum t r ee  hrancb 
rryndxomen, and they are n o t  all bltAh%ea. I See1 thet lmd develope,-s are the  p a t e s t  thxeat t t o  mild l i fe ,  and until they 
and the l o c d  Couneiln make a genuine effort t o  look more carefully at bwhland and i t s  inhabitants and t h e i r  needs, r e  
will heve to be comtantly watchhg and womyFng, and being lsbel led "gceenle mts" or  wbstever. H e r e  in inemth-east Qld.,  
a wonderflrl p l a e  t o  l i v e ,  development ia flimply devastating most of our ~ c c e a a i b l e  natural bushlaria with ~ e g n t  xegard for 
rild1FEe. Cauncils el& to have tree preeemtlon  by-law~r vegetation protec:ion arriers and so on, but dewlopem get 
away wffb vast areas of lmd-cl+ndn~ just  the awe. .,--.-- d-.- - 

Now on t o  the plant/s of the newsletter - the L W - P I L L =  . . . .. A W I l  . . EUGEWII . . SYZYGIDM 
3 choea theae benanse thie newletter *es t o  come out i n  Uamb at fhe  leteat, when tha Lil ly-pi l l ies  would have bloomed snd 
been coming i n t o  fruit. at atp =search shorn *hat with  t h e  larm nuage of species, them are f lowers a n d  fruit year round, 
I've d80 diaco~gred that while we ara fo-te ?.n Qusswland md New South Wdee ln ha* tbe a lbate  and a v d l i b i l i t y  of 
.mrmeries ' & o a  ua frtw choice of specie8 for our g d e m ,  further eoutb baa dFfPicul3 with most of t h e  L i l l y -p i l l i aa .  
' 5 d a o  found mmaee of fafom&tion, but have tzied t o  keep it as cmpact aa possible f o r  the  newsletter. 
h a  t o  my lata gmperation of t h i s  b e u s ,  the bmio l o c a l  npeciea have f lowcxed m d  f m i t a d ,  and I've bad time t o  laam tbst 
more sad more LLlly-pil lten e be* brought h t o  ad t ive t ion ,  Two people l.n northern lieu South Wales have been pminent 
in the prnpa@tion and dXstdbut ion of those ahrubs and tmee, and have written three amell books on t h e i r  favourlte subject, 
eaEh volume being beautifully fiLuttrated with colaur photog-he. WDne gmrring r d n f o r a s t  trees rill own one or dl of 
ths "Auetrdian RainFomst Plantss1 booksl writtea by h g h  md N m  ~ i c h o l a ~ n .  o f  the Tezania ~ E ~ r e s t  h r s e y ,  near the t iw 
tosaahig o f  The Chaanon, north of Limo= NSW. Tbey were key Ik-e in t h e  balt le  f o  eave the Texanin Cmek m i d o z e s t  i n  
tn the 397Q1s, md stayed on, developbg t h e i r  wholaeele m v s a r y  where they pmduce rddorest  plants for hcme gaMen8 and 
for  refomastation, and c~nfLnne xeaearch Fnto the  propagation and cu l t iva t ion  of ~a e x p d i n g  rsnge of A u t r a l i a n  rainforrst 
plaota.  

- ..- 
Volume 1 of "Australian Rainfornet Plants" describes the following SYZYCIUMSt 

S. aomiflommr flowem and f d t s  on the  mdn tzunk, with lo r ikee t s  v i s i t i n g  the winter nowem. 

S. hodd&moniaer rare and endangered i n  i ts  nsbal habitat; latge honey-seeneed flmere aud robust aye-catching red 
fluit. (!Phis Sszygium is  l i s t e d  io the '=that  ead Endangered Plmts o f  dustrdia" published in 1984. 
lamed in honour of i&irm H. Xod&imon, a C O ~ ~ ~ % O X  o f  plants i n  the ~chmond a v e r  area  of nthn. NSW, 
Reported i n  &earnland fram h u n d f  & W i a ,  Mew i n  a load pa&, 12 trees aean in 1977 at Uppef 
Yu&geeraba Creek. Mang looa l i t l ee  In northern KSW along comt f r o m  the Richmond R. northw-s - 5 

\ 

U s f o n d l e ,  Limam, Haytarts %1, Ylullumbhby, w l l a ,  Upper Oxley Biver, Omchy Cx. - only one 
t r e e  at nome sttea. Tbmatened by ELaaing UT f e r e U e  river flats f o r  sugarcane cul tfvat ioa and o:bar 
8 g z i d t u w .  ) 

S. moezeil mother x a B  and e n d m e r e d  ep& ratsmelon-?ink nosera and lsrp white fruit borne M i d e  the cmwn on everg 
branchi often badly attacked by scale and resultant nooty mbuld. ( 1 t e  eadsngared staSua results z"xw clear ing 
of slmost all the dve=ine x d d o m a t  f o r  ~ u g s m e n e  d t i w t i ~ n ,  gemral frwfn&, a d  town developent. Remhsnta 
found ar'ound edge or clearad country in e o a a t d  ranges foothills, and e t ~ d a  remaining on private  property a t  
r i ~ k  fzcm fu tu re  cleaxiag, Reatrlctad t o  t h e  far north coast  of flSF and extending a she* distance into aoutb-. 
east Qld, pract ical ly  the same area aa S. hodalcinsodae i n  ICY#. Cmddered t o  be Fhadequately conserved. 
Growing in Cmbema, Ibel'rrourne and ~ydnsy grid em. ) 

5. Iueharmiir one or t h e  most o a o a l y  gronnj u p w h t  with bright new m t h ;  a d 1  cmsmy eurnmar flowera followed by . 
maeneB a: plnk-red fruit. 

S. wileowlit a weeping ahmb prefemng esrPi-sh&e; produdes l a rge  wine-md pom-pa b w b s s  i n  spring followed by 
olustera of white :=uits. 

From Volume 21 

5. aommmthrrmr proawe1 huge v t t i t i s e  of p w o h a p e d  r e d  fruits every few years, sour but can be used f o r  jam; h a r d y  
in full sun; hancllea light Pmate; 

5. f ibrommt d l  apfimt ar d u l l  o w e  flowera with p W c  r n r i t a  too  sour t o  eatr To-ms S t r a i t  pigeon poesibly spreade 
aeeda t o  IslandsoTf t b e  N ~ ~ h e r a  !l'e:L3ery coast and p a r t s  of S-E &Lei p x f e r s  w- wet s i t es .  

5. f m a i e i i !  d 1  white :laern precede p d e  prt?le f d t e  on one of the  most majestic canopy t r e e s  in the r a h f o r e s t ;  
auperb contafner plant8 young leama b a l i a n t  md 02 pink. 

9. mnmderrmr b-t ; l u = p l M  f ~ t 5  fallow tundl mwvs citronella-scented s p a  flamers, a t t r a c t i n g  honeyeatem and 
bees1 new g m ~  shiny olive-bmmn; grows in highland Nth. Qld. rainforest;  d i s t i n c t i v e  red-brown popery 
bark. 

9. w i l a o n l i  snp. cr)-otophlebWr urcudly ahrub or d l  tree;  EM flmers fo l lmed  by great quirnt i t ies  of mall dul l  
pink or purple f a i t s ;  p l a t s  from highland rainforest  genetic stock hdy in coolez southern 
regiona and rill withstand l i g h t  froeta; aolaurflil new f o l h g e .  

And more in Volume 34 
S. austreler distslbuted fm Norm MSA to neer =ma nth, Pld, d t ~ a  n e e  watetcoureea; crtsp, emetimes delicious 

juiw p m - r e d  or -on f ru i fa l  attraeta b-8 t o  garden; adapts to m a t  soils, f r o a t  and full am.  
S. canfao*ezt oms, *sd or bmwn fluahea ftrequtin'.lg COY@? the whole t ree cmm; : 6 leaves, wbite aowera and red 

w e d m a t  mom o r  lees peapohn?sd ? n t t f m  w S M  a m  amonget the  malleat of the  L i l l y - p n l i a s l  auitahle 
lor nub-tmpiaal g d e n e  and as nrb-?lata- 

3; cmhrfne-r splsndid o-entel hardy in M l  sun and frost; maesea of white n o r e r s  in aprhi, and aqunt purplish 
futs produoed eech 2nd o: 3rd pvear with very heavy crop every f ive yecs .approzba te ly ;  meeds attacked 

by insect l a rvm.  -. ---- - - - 
'+ - . 

.* .- -. 



3. ewkh~caluwr occurs i n  t r o p i c a l  n th  a d .  r a i n f o r e s t s  I n  heavy shade beneath canopy1 unusud f o l i a g e  pu rp l i sh  when 
f m s h ;  most a t t r a c t i v e  l a r g e  pa l e  a r e e n  f l o a e r s  i n  w h t e r  a w r y  few years ;  summer f r u i t s  5-8cm. a c m s s  
with b r i l l i a n t  crimson sk in ,  ed ib l e ;  needs p l en ty  of water. 

9. oleosrrm: formerly h g e n i a  coolminiana; fast-growing sod adaptable ;  b i t  l s r g a  f o r  avarage auburban gerden; f l u f fy  
white summer flowers followed b y  c r i s p  e d i b l e  magenta f r u i t s t  a t tacked by p s y l l i d s  when s u n g 1  good b i r d  t ree .  

9. tiemepanurn: u s u a l l y  pink o r  red  f r u i t s ;  sometimes a h i t e ,  l a r g e  creamy flower heads on o lde r  b ranch le t s  a t t r a c t  b u t t e r -  
f l i e s  and honeyeaters in sp r ing  and e a r l y  summer# dark  Leaves on weeping branches o f t e n  f l u s h  with 
coppery o r  red new growth; u s u a l l y  n e a r  watercourses;  important s p e c i e s  f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of emded 
stream banks i n  t m p i c s ;  lowland t r o p i c a l  r a i n f o r e s t  i n  north Qld and PNC and t h e  Solomon Islands.  

The Nicholsons a l s o  desc r ibe  d~aena amithfS: a marginal r a in fo re s t  spec i e s  along creeks  from Sydney t o  nea r  Cairns1 
summer f lowers  and small  u s e d  p a l e  p ink t o  deep mauve f r u i t s ;  extremely hardy p l an t ,  copes with wet 
(but  not sour)  s o i l ,  f u l l  sun o r  shade, cold  conditiona and l i g h t  f r o s t s .  

A. i m e n e :  l a r g e  f r u i t s  mainly i n  winter  are pa le  p ink t o  da* red a f t e r  Ul white o r  cream summer flowers1 makes a very  
b e a u t i f u l  garden t r e e ;  f requent  new growth f l u s h e s  of p ink o r  pa le  green. 

A. h r i ~ a m p r a  sm. heotilam~rat hardy in f u l l  sun and adaptable  t o  a range of f ree-dra in ing s o i l s 1  southern  b u s t r a l i a n  
cond i t i ons  t o l e r a t e d  i f  l i t t l e  r i s k  of heavy f r o s t ;  pink red o r  r u s s e t  f l u shes  of new growth; white 
fmits with e d i b l e  ac id  f lesh .  

The only  Aust ra l ian  s p e c i e s  o f  &uenta is E. minwardtiana which BUOUXS near beaches snd i n  -orest &&her inland, up t o  
500 m. in a l t i t u d e ,  from Bundabard i n  south-ettst a d .  t o  Cspe Yo&. ft i s  a l s o  fmnd o n  some P a c i f i c  and Torres  S t r a i t  
i s l ands ,  and in south-east  &la.  Beach o r  Sweet Cherry is worth glowing f o r  its f m i t a .  It gmws i n  ahade o r  f u l l  sun,  
r equ i r ing  m d n l y  good s o i l  draLnage and a moderately ram olimate.  Extra water and f e r t i l i z e r  he lp  speed its extremely slow 
gmeth .  Summer f r u i t s  ara preceded by small  ~ t t r a a t i v e  t y p i a a l  L i l l y - p i l l y  flowers. 

From t h a t  genera l  i n f o m a t i o n  on ACMENA .. ETJGENIA .. SYZYCIDM, I'll go t o  t h e  Wrigley & Fagg book "Bird At t r ac t ing  Plants" ,  
t o  ge t  c l o e e r  t o  t h e  eubjec t  of "b i rds  and na t ive  planra". I n  t h e  ohapter  headed "Plants  f o r  f r u i t - e a t i n g  b i rds" ,  they 
begin nithr 
Acrnena amithi i :  meensland,  New South Wales and Vic to r i a  r a i n f o r e s t s ,  o f t en  near t he  coas t ;  r e l i a b l e  handsome t r e e  r a r e l y  

exceeding 12m.in temperate areas; gMWS i n  most s o i l s  and aspects  with adequate moisture;  exce l l en t  
s c raen  f o r  beachside; f l u i t s  make t a s t y  jam and a r e  r e l i shed  by b i rds .  

Syeypliuma include  some a l r eady  descr ibed such as S. luehmannii, 3. mcumi, 3. oleosum and 5. ooml i f lo tw~ ,  t h i s  last a t t r a c t -  
i n g  Rainbow Lor ikee t s  which swarm over  f r e s h l y  opened blossoms, and t h e  fnt i ta  g r e e d i l y  eaten by m a n y  v a r i e t i e s  of b i rds .  

5. d t i i l i R n e u m t  fmm Nth. Qld. r a i n f o r e s t s ;  grows wel l  a t  Coffs Harbour NSI; t o  10m. i n  open c u l t i v a t i o n  with l a r g e  
creamy-white f l ower s  followed by 4cm. rad  f m i t s  i n  spr ing;  f r u i t  e a t e n  by cassowaries i n  wild; an 
a t t r a c t i v e  species.  

S. hodgieinsoniae: slow-growing ahrub o r  d l  t r e e  t o  llm. with f r ag ran t  white f lowers ,  and l a r g e  red  f m i t s  t o  4cm. i n  
d iameter  i n  sp r ing ;  fmm southern  Qld. and nor thern  NSW ra in fo re s t s .  

5. malaccanse: krlowrl commercially as the  Malay Apple i n  eouth-east  Asia; Puotra l ian  f o m  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  i n  Atherton ( ~ t h .  
Qld.) ; ta l l  t r e e  t o  25m. with l a r g e  e l l i p t i c a l  leaves ,  f l u f f y  flowers varying from cream t o  red-purple; 
g lobu la r  ed ib l e  f r u i t s  pink t o  red and almost black when r ipe ;  Fntolerant  of low temperatures and f a i l e d  
dur ing Coffs  Harbour winter. 

S. suborbiculare :  medium-sized t r e e  t o  12m. o r  sometimes shrub-sized; sh iny e l l i p t i c a l  leaves  from 7-20cm.; l a r g e  white 
f lowers  followed b y  l a r g e  squat  red f r u i t s  t o  8cm. in diameter, most months; from Western Aus t r a l i a ,  
Northern T e r r i t o r y  and Rh. Queensland eucalypt f o r e s t s ;  not common in cu l t i va t ion ,  bu t  moro adaptable  
and could r equ i r e  l e s s  moisture. 

S. forte subap. fortet a t r e e  t o  25m. but much s r n d l e r  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n ;  from t h e  Northern Te r r i t o ry  and Nth. Qld. ra in-  
f o r e s t s ;  prominent well-displayed c l u s t e r s  of white f lowers in t h e  d r y  season i n  t h e  t rop ic s ;  follow- 
ed by ed ib l e  white f r u i t ;  grows wel l  as f a r  south as Coffs Harbour, and withstands salt spray; good 
t r e e s  on  t h e  Esplanade a t  Cairns N.Q. 

# 

Although Syzygiums a r e  b e t t e r  known f o r  t h e i r  attraction t o  Omi t - ea t ing  b i r d s ,  some spec i e s  a r e  good n e c t a r  producers, and 
a r e  enjoyed by honeyeaters and l o r i k e e t s .  Ssygiwa luehrna~fl is an outstanding s t r e e t  o r  garden t r e e  which should be  used 
more i n  Sydney and Melbourne. Birds  seek bo th  f m i t  and n e c t a r  from it. 

( Nesting ma te r i a l  Is obta ined from S n y ~ i m  parryraceum (paperbark s a t i n a s h ) ,  a north Queensland r a i n f o r e s t  spec i e s ,  which 
gmws wel l  at Coffs Harbour i n  well-drained loam i n  f u l l  sun. 

According t o  t h e  'uAust raf lora  Book o f  Aus t r a l i an  Plants"  t h e  following Syzygiums a t t r a c t  b i r d s  t o  both n e c t a r  and f r u i t :  
gomiflomiq; hod&insoni@; luehmannll; moorei; oleosum; wniculatum; r l l s o n i i .  Climatic zones f o r  a l l  o f  t hese  
a p e t i e s  are ram temperate, t m p i c a l  and sub- txrpics l ,  so they might grow i n  s o u t h s m  S t a t e s ,  o r  have a l imi t ed  use  a s  
indoor  p lants .  

I n  t h e  It. h e n  book 18Creating a Native Carden f o r  Birds",  t h e  sma l l e r  Acmona spp. a r e  considered love ly  garden t r e e s ,  
con t r ibu t ing  flowem f o r  neat- and then abundant f r u i t  f o r  s i l ve reyes ,  fm i t  doves, pigeons,  pa r ro t s  and o t h e r  b i rds .  They 
a l s o  a t t r a c t  i n sec t - ea t ing  b i rds .  Acmenft s m i t h i i  f lowers  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t r a c t  Lewin1s Honeyeaters and o t h e r  nectar -ea ters .  
This t r e e  s t a y s  a t  a manageable s i z e  i n  gardens, with low branches maintaining fo l i age  near  t he  ground. Young t r e e s  might 
be  f r o s t  s e n s i t i v e ,  bu t  are grown i n  gardens as f a r  south  as Adelaide. This book a l s o  mentions 9. c o r m i f l o m ,  and 
S. ~ a n i c u l a h r m  w i t h  e d i b l e  red b e r r i e s  i n t o  whter, much l i k e d  by r o s e l l a s  and o the r  f l u i t - e a t i n g  b i rds .  It takes  l i g h t  
fm9t. S. ~ i l 3 Q n i i  is included as well  as  S. l u e h m m i i ,  with its pear-shaped b r u i t  a t t r a c t i n g  King Pa r ro t s .  

Study Croup members s e n t  in t h e  fo l loming notes  on L i l l y - p i l l i e s :  

Pam Sherlock (Murrumbeena,  elb bourne): L i l l y - p i l l i e s  were planted as s t r e e t  t r e e s  in some suburbs o f  Melbourne i n  t h e  - .  19501s,  Murrumbeena being one. Mainly Eugenid sp. I be l i eve ,  aeaing t h a t  1 am poor on L f l l y p i l l i e e .  Recent c m p l a i n t e  
about t h e  purple  and pa l e  mauve f r u i t s  l i t t e r i n g  t h e  foo tpa ths  and making them UNSAFE r e su l t ed  i n  t h e  l o c d  h c i l  ~ n 0 v h 3  
t h e  sFx offenders.  This was a g r e a t  nuisance t o  a young f r i e n d  who hae been makia a d e l i c i o u s  jem from then over t h e  last 
two years .  There are s t i l l  a ood number of them i n  g a d e n s  aiad streets around he-. ( ~ d :  poss ib ly  S. oleomum?) 
Joan Wallace ( ~ e e c r o f t ,  Sydney?: We have 2 dcmana smith i f  abollt 4m. high, p l u s  nome sma l l e r  ones, p lanted  hoping t h a t  the 
Si lve reyes  would v i s i t  but  they a r e  e x t i n c t  hem! I ' v e  never  aean a b i rd  v i s i t  them when in flower, I th ink  I remember 
eeeing b i r d s  e a t i n g  f l u i t  - Currawongs? 
Judy Smith  l lax land, Blue ~ t s ) :  I have an Aaena smithii i n  a f a i r l y  d ry  but shady s i t u a t i o n  bes ide  t h e  house. I have 
grown it from a seed l ing  &nd it has been q u i t e  slow - it f r u i t e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time t h i s  winter  (1991, a f t e r  about 5 Years 
o r  so )  - I th ink  it had about 3 dozen f r u i t s  - perhaps i f  I watered i t ,  it might do b e t t e r .  There is a L i l l y - p i l l y  nea r  US 

p lanted  on t h e  footpath  - I ' m  su re  i t  is  never watered but it is robust and bears p r o l i f i c  f r u i t  which a t t r a c t s  Pied Curra- 
~ o n g s  and King Parrots .  Amens m i t h i i  i s  s common t r e e  i n  t h e  more she l t e r ed  r a i n f o r e s t y  g u l l i e s  about here. 

. Heather Bambrfck ( ~ e p ~ o o n ,  c e n t r d  c o a s t a l  Qld);  only a b r i e f  note t h a t  h e r  only L i l l y - p i l l y  is only  j u s t  coming i n t o  
bud ( t h i s  wrre back i n  ~ a n u a r y ) .  

J u d i t h  Brass ( ~ a r a l e e .  n e a r  I ~ s w i c h .  Q ) :  w r i t e s  about h e r  narden and t e l l s  of Pale-headed Rosellas feed in^ on r i p e  seeds  
of Eucdyptw ' i n t a m e i i a ,  un r ipe  sekdisof Jacksonla  aeonaria-and Leacia aulacncazpa, f r u i t s  of Breynla o l b a & i f o l i a  and 
S m y ~ f u m  l ~ e h m t l n n l i ~  and n e c t a r  and seeds  or Cravillea banksii. 5. luehmnnnii f r u i t s  a r e  taken by Pigbi rds ,  and the  Koels 
dur ing summer. 
J u d i t h  is t h e  Study Group'e newest member a t  t h e  time of wr i t i ng  t h i s  newsle t ter ,  and she s e n t  i n  a very  comprehensive 
account of h e r  b i r d s  and p l a n t s  with h e r  subscr ip t ion .  



I n  "wild Food i n  Australia",  one of t h e  books by A.Y. L J.T. Cribb ( ~ r f s b a n e ) ,  they wri te  of severdl  Sugenias,  and i n  t n e  
desc r ip t ion  of 9. m i t h i i  (now Acmena h i t h l i ) ,  t h e p  comment on one a u t h o r ' s  m a r k  t h a t  t h e  emits were "eaten  by ~ ~ a r i g i n ; s ,  
small boys and b i rds"  thus damning them with Pa in t  praise. 
Looking through Tim Low's book "Wfld ?cod P lan t s  of Aust ra l ia" ,  I d i s m v e r  i n  hhi  desc r ip t ion  Acmena smi th i i ,  t h e  name of 
t h e  bo tan i s t  who made t h a t  r e m d  was Joseph W d e n  in 1889. This book d e d a  only with t h e  use  or L U l y - p i l l i e s  by t h e  
Aborigines and o t h e r  people, not t he  bird-wed 

My f i r s t  L i l l  - p i l l y  i n  the  garden was back in 1972,- when I include6 n i n  coolminiam (aa i t  w a s  before  i t  wm changed 
t o  S. oleo sum^ In a row of small t r e e s  a d  shrubs h t h e  back m e n  o l  m ~ R e d ~ I L I f e  howe. I wanted it  aa a shade and 
climbing t r e e ,  al though ne i the r  of my daughters e v e r  did climb i t ,  and my grandson hasn' t  y e t  t r i ed .  I had no idea  then how 
l a rge  i t  rould  be  in maturity,  but it grew e a s i l y ,  developing a double t m n k  which threatened t o  s p l i t  open t o  t he  ground. 
My b ro the r  f i x e d  i t  in t h e  fashion used by an avocado-growing f r iend of h i s  - i n s e r t i n g  a l a r g e  b o l t  t o  hold t h e  2 t-s 
together. It wozkrd and t he  tree kept growing, covered the  b o l t  completely, and 1 j u s t  hoped the  m o t e  wouldn' t  f i nd  t h e i r  
w a y  i n t o  t h e  sewerage l i n e  t h m d  my back- ( so  f a r  no bother  t he re ) .  20 years on, 'The Tree" is a superb specimen of 
Eugenia o r  Syzygiua, between 7 A Ym. high dcmimt ing  about a th i rd  of my back W e n ,  and I ' d  never racomend it f o r  t h e  
average suburban garden. hrfng a Christmas Eve storm 23 years ego, t h e  nor thern  sec t ion  of t h e  t r e e  tw i s t ed  i n  t h e  wind 
and broke away. Older daughter phoned me t o  say that "The Tree" had f a l l e n  down, but with husband and chainsaw, t h e  damaged 
sec t ion  was cut awsy, and a wire rope with turnbuckla now holds t h e  rest o f  t h e  "Coolminiana" i n  p lace  - husband says it w i l l  
hold fo reve r  m d  I ~ o n ' t  argue with hfm. When t h e m  i s  a good year with win a t  t h e  r i gh t  time, t h e  f r u i t  are del ic ious ,  
and i t  has provlded food, s h e l t e r  and nes t ing  f o r  count less  b h d a  during i t a  l i f e .  To t h i s  day my two daughters,  now 27 & 29, 
s t i l l  c a l l  it "The TREE" o r  "The C O O ~ i B " ,  it is almost a family "hei~loom". 
I n  t h i s  Redcliff e garden I have two 3. luefimamli,  an Acmena bxachiandra (now & ingene), S. fibroam L S. austr-ale (I th ink,  
i t ' s  so long s i n c e  1 planted them, I ' m  not sure), and a t i l l  surriving, a S. wilaoaif .  Socnetimes I catoh one i n  flower d u d n g  
a v i s i t  t o  t h e  house, but they have been t e r r i b l y  neglected over the  paet 10 ye-, and it is a miracle  t h e y q =  l ived.  
Tsking over t h e  g d e n  a t  t he  farm in 1981, I had oodles mom space than  be fo r s ,  s o  where d id  I p lan t  a E u ~ e n i a  c o o h h i a n a ?  
Right under a Jacaranda! Well, they've all groan higher ,  and t h i s  pas t  summer, t h e  L i l l y - p i l i y  had a ronde rh i l  crop of 
flawera. I swear snd declare  t ha t  1'0 not a r a i n f o r e s t  pe=an, but I have a l i t t l e  "dry scrub" t o  one s i d e  o f  our d m  w a l l ,  
and have been given another smell area La t he  &ly below, where there  were bansnaa grawing till recent ly ,  f o r  a r a h f o r e s t .  
Including t h e  S. oPeosum and 2 3. 1ueSmannii i n  t h e  f r o n t  garden, and f o u r  5. a u s t m l e  ( I  thlnk so ,  grown from seed co l l ec t ed  
under a t r e e  a t  our local Kobble heck), I nor have 19 L i l l y - p i l l i e s .  Two are q u i t e  small species ,  under 2m. 

S n ~ ~ i u m  ?rehem: supposed t o  reach only  lm.; -has small  rounded fo l i age ,  red  new t i p s ;  l i t t l e  white f lowers  and black 
f m i t s  with only a t h i n  l a y e r  of f l e s h  which i s  sweetish but bland. 

S. Pdculatwm ( d w e l l  t o  1.51~. ; bronze new t i p s ,  white f lowers and magenta-red fmits. 

Included i n  my budd- ra infores t  ia amnia reinrrmdtiana, t h e  northern Beach Cherry, and a second S . m i u m  m o o ~ i ,  having 
t h e  same p r o b l m a  as my f i r s t  one (in t h e  "dry s c m b " ) ,  which i s  now a rounded shrub between I and 1.5 m. They both s u f f e r  
from a t t ack  by s c a l e  and t h e  r e su l t an t  b lack s o o t ,  a s  do two creek Syzygiums which I a i s e d  from seed. A t  ou r  l o c a l  creek 
I ' v e  found Amens smi th i i  and poss ib ly  A. hemfiatmm, as well  as S. ausfsale which is q u i t e  common and haa t a s t y  reddish- 
pink f m i t s .  S. uaniculntum might a l s o  be t h e r e ,  I ' m  not sure.  I c o l l e c t  f r u i t s  each summer and grow a few p lan t s ,  
mainly t o  ob ta in  i d e n t i f  i c a t i o n  i n  t he  fu tu re .  
For human consumption, unless  t h e  l o c a l  f r u i t - e a t i n g  b i r d s  t h i ck  otherwise, I ' ve  planted Acmena w e n s  and Sgzggium .im.boe, 
both reputed t o  be very edible .  I th ink t h e  l a t t e r  might be 8n b a i a .  spec i e s ,  i t  has l ove ly  pale pink bell-shaped f a t s ,  
which are o f t e n  so ld  a t  madtets. 

Two species  of Waterbouaia should be included in t h e  L i l l y -p i l l i e s .  While one has a wide rsnge along t h e  e a s t  coas t ,  t h e .  
o the r  i s  confined t o  the  wet t rop ica l  r a i n f o r e s t s  between Toansr l l le  and Cooktown. 
W. f lor ibundar  I know it l o c a l l y  from along c reeks  where t h e  north-western suburbs of Brisbane meet Pine Rivers Shire at 
Ferny Grove. It is a l a r g e  t r e e  which can reach 30m. i n  height. I t s  pendulous f o l i w e  hangs g race fu l ly  over  creeks,  and 
l a r g e  c l u s t e r s  of white f lowers a r e  followed b y  greenish  f n i t s ,  which r e t a i n  t h e i r  immature look. The d u f i c u l t y  of 

, c l ea r ing  t r e e s  on s t eep  stream-bonks has saved IUESJ of t hese  Watez5ousias along t h e  coast  of ea s t e rn  A u s t r a l i a  from Newcaatle 
in NSW t o  Mackay i n  cen t r a l  Qld. 
W. u n f p u k t a t a r  In cpen s i t u a t i o n s  t h e  b ranch le t s  of t h i s  species  weep t o  t h e  ground fonning a g race fu l  s h ~ u b  of 4-5m. but 
wi th in  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  it csn  reach 20m. The tm& of ten  sends out pink o r  r ed  coppice shoots,  and the re  are f requent ,  long- 
l a s t i n g  f l u s h e s  of red and pink new growth f o r  much of t h e  year. A species  of t h e  wet t m p i c  r a i n f o r e s t s  o f  Nth. Qld., it 
flowers i n  eummer - s m a l l  and not very obvioua, bu t  produces c lu s t e r s  of d& blue ,  p u q l e  o r  pink f r u i t s .  Unlike most 
L i l l y - p i l l y  fruits, these  are deeply grooved l i k e  Qld. Blue pumpkins and a r e  covered in a white bloom. The f o l i a g e  makes 'l 
t h i s  t r e e  an outs tanding ornamental. It is adaptable  t o  nos t  s i t e s  where water  is assured,  even heavy s o i l ,  end w i l l  t o l s r -  
a t e  moderate f r o s t a .  

To sunmarise all t h o  infornat ion  on L i l l y - p i l l l e a  In t h i s  newsletter ,  it would appear t h a t  i s  t h e  bes t -  
known and most used, i n  our g d e n a  throughout Aust ra l ia .  AFmws. sa i th i i ,  S. luebmannil and S. oleosum seem t o  be  t h e  most 
widely and succes s fu l ly  cu l t i va t ed ,  but t he re  a few o the r  species gradual ly  appearing i n  our gardens. I ' v e  no doubt t h a t  
s eve ra l  b i r d  spec i e s  use a wi ler  range of L i l l y - ~ i l l i e s  t han  we notice,  and maybe more observat ion  i s  needed t o  f u r t h e r  our  
knowledge of t h e  r e l a t i onsh ip  between b i r d s  and 'L i l l y -p i l l i e s .  
One of t he  most a t t r a a t i v e  species  seems t o  be SrrrqM connL!Tonrm, which occurs na tu ra l ly  f r a n  Townsville t o  I r o n  m e  
on Cape Yo& Peninsula ,  i n  two f o n s .  me r m i Z a u s  fom, f lonar lng on t h e  branches, is a l a f g e  t r e e  found i n  lowland areas.  
The cau l i f l o rous  f o m  flowers on the  trunk - creamy-white with d d  pink f m i t s  all over t h e  trunk - and i s  a small.er t r e e ,  
more common i n  t h e  highlands, and more s u i t s d  f o =  southern areas.  She l t e r  fmm f r o s t s  is important f o r  young plants .  

4p.m. on a g lo r ious  sunny Queensland winter  S a t ~ r a y ,  and I pause i n  my typing t o  h w  out a load of washing, and hear  my 
free-loading, droopy-winged Wil l ie  Wagtail c h a t t e r i n g  outs ide  the laundry. Going out with t h e  mince, I s t o p  and observe 
t h e  b i r d s  goingl about t h e i r  afternoon feeding # t h e  sun starts ge t t i ng  lower on t h e  western ridge. A p a i r  of Double-barred 
Finches hop around on the  ern- near t h e  water-dish,  one hops up ror a d d n t y  s i p  while a group of t w i t t e r i n g  Si lvereyes  
movs from t m e  t o  t r e e  searching f o r  (I hope) s w e  insects .  The I l l l i e  W B g t a L l  s t rugg le s  with a s t i c e  b i t  of mince and is 
c u m - y  watched from a t r e e  near t he  verandah, by a fat Grey Shrike-Thrush which i s n ' t  too  proud t o  f l y  down i n  search of 
a marael of mince t h r m n  i n  its di rec t ion .  h o t h e r  WLllie IP@ail. sits en an old fence-post, and from t h e  Vttti- F r a n g i p d  
a female Golden 7 h l s t l e r  f l i e s  i n to  t he  t r e e  a $ranch sway fmm t h e  Shrike-Thmsh,  and watches as f, a h  some mince crumbs On 
t o  the  wide f rond of a l a r g e  Staghorn OQ t h e  t m e  trunk. h e  small b i r d ,  e i t h e r  a Aoneyeatex o r  an -tern S ~ f n e b t l l ,  
hove=u ai a s p f r i e e r e b  g i i s t en ing  i n  t h e  nf temtlon m, trying t o  d e l i c a t e l y  remove t h e  s p i d e r  from i t s  web, a d  is chased 

another  smal l  b i r d .  I hear the %tern  Spinebi l l  s o f t l y  piping nearby, and soon it f l i e s  around t o  t h e  f ront  garden, 
Out of s i g h t ,  s o  I ' m  not sure which p l an t  r e c e i v e s  a v i s i t .  Over in t h e  buah t h e  Kookaburra family is  no i s f ly  adve*ising 
i t s  presence,  and l e t t i n g  me know it won't be l o n g  and t h e y ' l l  be looking f o r  t h e i r  l a t e  t id-bi t s .  What a h i v e  of ac t iv i ty !  

Of t he  nearly-& species  of Acmena, Eugenia, Syzpgium and Waterhousla In d u s t d g ;  t he re  are some f i n e  specimem which do 
wel l  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  but are not used much t h e y  deserw.  Most make shapely,  medium-sized t r e e s  wi th  g los sy  dark green 
f o l i a g e ,  very a t t r a c t i v e  new growth and a wealth o f  colourful  flowera and I n t i t s .  Thene can be eaten f r e s h ,  o r  aade i n t o  

jam, and a r e  a f a m u r i t e  food f o r  maag b i rds .  The t r e e s  need smple molstclre f o r  good grrmth, but few o t h e r  s p e c i a l  condit-  
ions ,  and 81.e u s u a l l y  f a i r l y  easy t o  grow i n  g ~ x d e n s .  Some species are pmne t o  attaEk bg leaf pmyllids and soa l e ,  t h e  
l a t t e r  be ing a n  uns ight ly  nuisance with t he  accuupsnylng s t i w  honey-dew and black soot. It can be removed with a strow 
j e t  from t h e  hose,  o r  dousing with Boa= water  p l u s  white o i l ,  o r  p a t i e n t l y  by hand (somewhat time-consuming and tedious ,  



'add Baly possible while plants are small.). Ants can be par t  of the problem aa they feed off the honey-dew, and ltf-l@ the 
sca le  insects  to  eMUM a m&ar supply of food. But don't l e t  t h i s  put poU off ttrging some of the many Lffly-pfilies 
available. Perhaps in Queensland and xer South Wales, r e  sre the lucky ones, a8 we hava the  ideal  climatic conditiohs fo r  
these plants ,  and the nurser ies  supplying m.sny of the sgeoies. 

, , . --. 
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Ian Anderson, 12 Wylly Place, shes Am 2605. dustralian National Botanic Gardens Libram, 
M r s .  Heather Bambrick, 28 Lbghes S t ,  Yeppoon 4703. A.8.3.G., G.P.O. BOX 1777, Canbe- 2601. 
Ian Bond, 2/20 h s e e l l  St ,  Victor Harbour 5211. S.C.A.P. Regions: Qeeneland 
Ma. Judi th B r v s ,  15 P a t r i c i a  S t ,  ICaralee 4304. New South Walee 
M r s .  Jenny Drewitt, P.O. Box 493, Annidale 2350. Canberra 
Colin E l l i s ,  49 Boroata St ,  VentworthvFlle 2145. Victoria 
Mrs. Monica F l in t ,  16 Roslyn Ave, Amidale 2350. Taemania 
August Fricke, 37 Bluebell St r  Alexandra = l a  4161. South Australia 
Garden World Nursery, Springvale X, Keysborrrugh 3173. Weetern Australia (wildflowe 
Burnie Garner, 20 Ocean B o u l e d e ,  Jan Juc 3228. Socy. of W.A.) 
R & M. Hickling, 110 Scott S t ,  Stafford Heights 4053. S.G.A.P. Groups & Branches: 
Mrs. Barbara Henderson, M.S.1063 F m w  Rd, Samsonvale 4520. Pine Rivers, weeneland 
Charles Loxley, 142 Captain Cook Drive, Willmott 2770. Blue Mountains, N.S. W. 
Mrs. tyn Lugadin, "Apsley", Hny 2711. Menai, B.S.W. 
Mrs. V d  Maher, 2 Langley b a d ,  Cranbwrne South 3977. New England Begion, 1.S.W. 
Me. Yexity O I F f f ,  3 dnne Place, Scebomugh 6019. Nawra, B.S.W. 
Tony Morris, 9 Hampatead Road, Dulwich Hi l l  2203. Geelong, Victoria 
James Newton. P.O. Box 43, Redlynch 4870. Maroondah, Victoria 
Ms .  Jan Palmer, B.H.9. 6368, d a  Wodonga 3691. Murdoch, W.A. 11 
M r s .  Joaie  Radloff, P.O. Box 64, Katcohda 5307. 
M r s .  J i l l  Roberts, "Yahgunyah", c/- Post Office, Forth 7310. 
M r s .  Joan Sohaenneeen, "Telgazlie", Surat 4417. Newsletters have been exchanged with the following 
Colin Scouler, 6 Levy St ree t ,  Gleabmok 2773. Study Croups: 
Mrs. Lynda Sheary, Lot 37 Bergluad Rd, Vppef Beaconsfield 3808. ACACIA 
M r s .  Pam Sherloek, 3 Kitmont S t ,  Mu-bee- 3163. BAI4KSI.A 
Ian S inc la i r ,  116 Jarrang S t ,  M o o m o p i l l y  4068. C b L O T W S  ds b L L m  CENEXB 
M r s .  Jan Sked, P.O. Box 41, Lawnton 4501. DRYANIIRB 
Pe te r  & Judy Smith, 44 Haukins Pde, Blaxland 2774. EUCbL'IPTUS. 
Ma. Jane l le  Taylor, 203 Wandt Road. Chmboro Flat  4133. O I 1 E Y ~  
M r s .  Pat  T r a t t ,  Lot 17 Nungurner Road, M e w  3904. .HBgEb 
M r s .  Joan Wallace, 9 Albert Road, Beeemft 2119. MELbLEUCd & ALLIED GZNEU 
Ira. Gloria Young, c/- Post Office, Roughton 5131. RAINMBEST 

~ m b e r s h i p  has increased wonderfully Fn the p a t  nine months, and I hope it continues t o  do eo. Word must have got around 
t h a t  "Birds & Native Plants" is s t i l l  d i v e  and s t =  "flyingM. kt please remember that  input from active members i n  a l l  
S ta tes  is the  one thing t h a t  keeps a Study Gmup going. Without it, more so* is thronn onto the  leader  of the Study Group, 
i n  researching information f o r  t h e  neaeletter.  Preparing a newsletter from contributions takes enough time, without having 
t o  delve i n t o  books, etc. t o  f ind  in te res t ing  a r t i c l e s  oneeelf. My thanks go t o  all who ham joined the Study Group, and t o  
those who have contributed infomation. 

Study Group membership subscriptions f a l l  due In June - s t i l l  $5.00 payable ei ther  by cash o r  by cheque made oat t o  "Birds k 
Netiva Plants Study  Group1', the leader's mue. A XIXI dot at the top of t h e  nmele t te r  s i@Uiae  that ywr Spb. i s  due. 
A r ed  "xl' m e w  that: you aw overdue f o r  1-t ye-, &B well a@ due f o r  the 1992-93 year, Studs G v  financial year is from 
t a t  July t o  30th June. Few mmbars nho joined during the  g e e  wiU haw received back n e w l e t t a r s  and the reoaipt mu1 s t a t e  

which year you ars f b m c f d  for .  With a m leader taking over the Study Croup, it would be best FE you send your 1992-93 
membership sub*. d f r a c t l y  t o  berr M r s .  Judy El l io t t ,  10 EUghareat St, Ooem Vie*, via Dayborn 4527. Of oourae~ 1'11 pass on 
any which s t r a y  my Way. 

AS one of my f i n d  dut ies  as y w  Study G a p  leader, I've prepared a f inancial  statement fmm b p d l  1990 tlll now, t o  show 
you what has happetled t o  all your $5.008, and what remains t o  hend over t o  Judy. 

PIKmCIlrl &- up t o  8th JVLY, 7992 

Inward 

F m  Pmvieua S.G. Leedec 
Xembezship Subscrfptioae and 

Regian ~rants/l)onat ions 
B w k  Xntamst 
dustralian Nationel b t d c  

G d e n a  ( p h o t a c o p y i ~  of 

bfarence ~ w k s  for 
Study Group 58.46 

Xiscellaaeaua 11.45 

a t i l l  t o  c~ma at o f  funds 
l a  the cost  a t  photocopying 
this newsletter, which ai l?  
be app~oxituatelp $60 - $65, 
leaving a balance of about 
$170.00 t o  paas on to  the 
new Study Croup leader. 

Study Group xefemnee books a m t  "C~ea t ing  a ffatiw Garden f o r  Birds" f m  the Yt. hntm B o t a d ~  Carden ratim P l d  series 
"3irdecaping Your Carden" by Ceorge Mama; "Bird A t t z a c t b g  Plants" by John W. W d g l q .  and !&rray Fa~g, one volume f r a m  the 
Australian Kative Plant Lib- se r ies ;  '%e n l n a t c a t e d  M c t i o w  of d u s t r a l m  B i d s  by C m o n  Fame1' by J.9. M8cdodd. 
Xar'arrration kr the -- newsfattern comes Smm-teese-#+nel~_frs my onn e x t e s s + ~ ~ " ; l d v a f ~  lib-'? 

1 to& advantage of going tcl Parth lest ~egta=bedOctober  f o r  the B i e M i d  A.S.C.I.P. Conference and twm, t o  aem some o f  
Australia d o n a  the m q .  A math  a w q  ( m y  bunband majntdned that i t  w a s  lovely all by h b a e l f  a l l  tha t  t h e ,  and made me 
f e e l  v e r j  umanksd f o r  at least two lnantsa dter my return hume by t a l l i a g  everyone just  t h a t )  included 3 wee& i n  and atounc 
t h e  Parth region, 6 days in Adeldde, and 3 Fa Caaberrs. f sew f a n t m t i c  ~ U d f l o r e r  scenes especial ly  north o f  Pedh ,  l o t 8  
o f  wonderfbl g w d  archide and Protasceae b the Alhony/~t ir l fsg RaPge Q FltzgaraSd R. H e t i a d  P d s  region, cud staod on 

.: Cape Leeuwln. Lomd Adeldde 's  old buildings and night-time viers - no wildflowerLag there, Bcted l i k e  a t o u r b t  instead, 
a n d  vLs i tad  a cousin fa Canberra, where 1 took time t o  look at the htralian Satfoeat Botanic Cardem - a lovely place. 
W a n t  Ca r e - v i s i t  dl p l w a s  , probablj. *oat* get b&k to W.A., but hsd a m a m l l a m  month away. O f  course, i t  put me back 
e e r i o u a l ~ ,  thea Chdstmae arrived, Eolloned by one o f  the moet hmid  J v  ever, during i t  raa &oet too much e f r o r t  eve 
ta mova. So I got f i s h e r  and hrtber  b e h M  with evemhing. till he re  I am, n e a ~ l y  4 month8 overdue with the newsletter. 

Probably the main reason f o r  both the la teness  and my rnrelw&hing leadarnhip o f  t b b  Study C m p  Le tha t  I have found that  
there  i s n ' t  time t o  do dl the things I ' v e  b e m a  involved i n  properly, go aomethhg bad t o  go, xJher than my health and 
home l i f e .  My in te res t  i n  the c o - t d  Wallum (heathland) Of south-%ant Qmomlaod, and its preservatioa, is now taking up 
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au much t h e  t h a t  it hss become Zoo mch f o r  me t o  continr*r 'with the B i d a  & Wative Plsllta. Several ago 1 decided t h a t  ray preferred buatralian net iva  plants  wsm t he  Walltm aml near-ooaatal wildflo*era, and t h a t  i t  mould be b e s t  t o  a p e e m i s *  
and do it  ~ 8 1 1 .  I've been w ~ t i n g  t o  make S.C.A.P. inembere more a r m  of the s e x i o u l y  endangered s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  W a r n ,  
s a  inetaad o f  just bewailing the  f e e t  t h a t  thfs area of ou r  nat ive  p l an t8  has been in the  "too hsrdl' baaket f o r  far too long, 

with b u f f l c i e n t  research Fnto t h e i r  c u l t i v a t i o n  and ofhar mpee ta ,  I'a s t a r t i n g  B W d l u  Study Group. I hava mentioned my 
i n t a r e a t  i n  the Wallm i n  newelattare so Ian sum menbarn rill apprecia te  t h a t  I wu de l ighted when Judy 512 io t t  of fered t o  
take on t h e  Birda a h t i v e  Planta Study C m p  f o r  me. ?!be o f f e r  wan g l d l y  weeptad,  a l thou&bIt l l  have some r eg re t s  m 
giving it up, but  I hope t o  retain contact with some of the  members. f ' l l  become a member of the Study Group h t e a d .  Aa 
ye t ,  I hspen ' t  done a g rea t  dea l  aa l e a d e ~  apa r t  from increas ing the laembership and keeping the  g?mUp d i v e ,  hat I d id  have 
pl- f o r  aDme of t h e  group's f lndhgs t o  eventual ly  f ind  t h e i r  nay i n t o  "dustsa5iaa ? la~ts '~ ,  or  a asx ia s  of a U  bookleta 
about t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  of o u r  d u a t r d i s n  b i r d s  and plants. - ++rc)c.* iH+wHt V '  HC++HI 

A couple of l a t e  i t e m  f o r  Newsletter No. 20, which dea l t  with BbKEdS and LITTLE WA!FFLEEIBDS. 
F i m t l y ,  a aor rec t ion  in Pam Sherlock'a oontributionr Two planta  mentioned we= Crevlllea shiressi and G r e r U e a  ' m i t e  
B w s I ,  not Hake-, aa stated.. (~d. I wondered a t  Che time, bat me all make l i t t l e  mistakaa now and t h e 7  
From Mobanioa r7Lint ( h i d a l e  NSW): A mall i t e m ,  t o  add t o  the  h k e a  s t o w  - Tel low- tUed  Blmk Cocka t~os  hem adly been in 
t h e  garden twice,  bu t  eaoh time have f eas t ed  on the  f n a i t  of €Wee eriantha, a d  have a l s o  kindly  pruned the  p l a n t s  at t h e  
same time. 

And some more on L i t t l e  Wattlebirder 
b r i n g  the  P e r t h  Conference in ~ e p t e n b e ~ ~ c t o b e r  l a s t  year ,  I noticed t h a t  L i t t l e  Wattlebirds a re  qu i t e  common in Per th  
suburbs, and in company with Red Wattlebirds,  were usual ly  present in t r e e s  around t h e  grounds of Noalimba Centre, where 
the  Conference w a s  baaed. 
k g a ~ e t  P i r m n i ,  l e a d e r  of t h e  Drysndrn Study G o u p ,  had a pair  o f  Little lRattlebirda neat i n  a t r e e  i n  her back garden, 
and r s i s e  t h e i r  bmod, deap i t e  constsnt attemgts by a neighbour'a cat t o  reach the  nes t .  
Honeyeaters v i s i t i n g  h e r  garden include: Bzownr Singing1 Wattlebirdaf L i t t l e  Wattlebirds. 
Some o f  t h e  moat-favoured plant8  i n  her  m e n  f a r  the honeyeatera are: C d ~ t h a m m s  homdophyllus; Crevilleas saccata ;  
macrostylis;  thelemannlanaf bipinrratifida; 'Robyn Gordon'; Eucalmtue erythrocorya (a splendid species  described i n  more 
d e t a i l  by ~ a s ~ a r e t ) ;  yclungiarrai k ingsmi l l i i  x mcmcarpa ;  caes ia ;  b u d a t t i a n a l  megucomutaf aalophylla; pre i s i ana ;  
conternrmiaata; Bankaias aoeptmm; h o o k e m #  ashb*~ prionotea; M e a s  bucculenta; mul tn inea ta r  laurioa: p e t i o l a r i s ;  
orthorrynuhal Melaleucaa fulgauui a teedmwnfi l  Vert i co rd ia  grsndis ;  Anigozanthus hybrids: A. &us; A. p u l c h e r r h u s ;  
Yacw i d i a  fu l ig inoao.  

Oh, what memoriea that l i a t  b r ings  b e 1  Suat a t h y  sample o f  t h e  glorious W.A. plants ,  and such b i rd -a t t r ac t e r s !  ' I e -  
1 v i s i t ed  M a r g u a t l a  garden ona day, and she hes lots of Bwandxrre well., and h a  found b M s  are i n t e re s t ed  i n  them too.) 

TO end m y  l aa t  news le t t e r  t o  you, I'll wr i t e  a b i t  about home, as I alweya do. That beau t i fu l  Queeneland winter  weather of 
l a s t  August's i s s u e  extended i n t o  a long dry  u n t i l  we had some good r a i n  in eafly December, more in January, followed by an 
extremely n e t  weekend l a t e  Febmary, more i n  March and showers through Apri l  h Mag. We could almost be l i eve  t h a t  we had 
experienced one of those  th ings  which used t o  be a Qeensland regular - a lAElP S W O N  - humidity and dl. For about 5 o r  6 
weeks I d idn ' t  u se  t h e  outs ide  c lo thes- l ine  - it w a s  t he  verandah o r  the clothes dryer* With 547 mla. in hcember ,  and a 
t o t a l  of 1050 do. f o r  t h e  5 months till end of h y ,  we received l ~ w u n d  64 inches of rain i n  6 months. 'June *as t y p i c a l l y  
dry with a mere 36 mls, and I f e e l  a need t o  watch our water coasumptfon f m  now on, although ne have over t5,000 ga l lons  
of tankwater &t our  d b p o s a l  here. The garden sprang i n t o  f r e sh  l i f e  with all t he  moisture, a d  I ' v r t  bean increasing my 
co l l ec t ion ,  now t r y i n g  t o  convince t rans located wildflowers t h a t  I would be so del i&ted i f  they decided my 8&-;1en was a 
love ly  place  t o  l i v e .  Weeds have almost taken over the f r o n t  lawn, s s p a e i a l l y  dandelions (and I doa ' t  f i n d  any Pale-headed 
b s e l l a s  t h e r e  ea t ing  t h e i r  f loae r s ) ,  and r e  had a marvellous crop oP s a v e r - l e a f  Desmodium t h i s  year,  all i n  its s t i c k y  
seed now, t h e  dogs come in covered i n  then. Wnilst I have f a r  more garden space here than o the r s  do i n  suburbia,  I th ink 
I a l so  ge t  t h e  weeds in proportion, but I j u s t  l e a r n  t o  l i v e  with them. 

Early i n  1991, I planted a nen g d e n  with mainly our Queeneland hybrid Gcevilless, those which have or ig inated from the  
red Grsv l l l ea  banksit, and i ts  crosses with E. n t e d d i i f o l i a ,  G. sessilis and C. whiteana, and others ,  p lus  seedl ings  from 
these  hybrids,  g iv lng u s  a range of golds, pinks and crdam-to-yelloas* There a r e  o ther  smal ler  Grevilleas,  and some g r a f t  
ones, and most of thm a r e  now producing f l o a e r s ,  especia l ly  G. 'Sandra Godon'. Hopefully t h i s  winter and sp r ing  I'll be 
ab le  t o  watch t h e  b i r d s  visiting these  p l an t s ,  than re turning t o  t h e  o l d e r  p a r t  of t h e  garden nearby, which is now P. w r y  

. 

pleasant  shrubbery. Birde came and go from the  nei&hhouring na tu ra l  open f o r e s t ,  sometimes movFng so  quickly  t h a t  I am 
u n O l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  them before  they. re turn  t o  t h e  bush. So f a r  Ehe only th ing  missing is a b i rd  nest  o r  two. But with 
G r a d l e a s ,  Callistemone, Acacias, Leptospenmuns and Melaleucas, and numeroue o the r  genera and epecies, I try t o  p l ease  t h e  
l o c a l  n e c t a r  snd i m e c t  needs, a h i l e  t h e  f ru i t - ea t e r s  will havs t o  m&e do with the  exot ics  u n t i l  my r+nfo_fgst gmws. 
I s t i l l  h a w  m y  "free-loadereil; a s  my husband calls t h e  b i rds  which tome i n  f o r  t i d - b i t s  of mince most days. 7 Kookaburras, 
one tame enough t o  t ake  mince from my hand, one o r  two o the r s  who a r e  a b i t  uncer ta in  but  get  brave o c c a 8 i o d l y I  a r r i v e  
d a i l y  - morning and afternoon. Two Magpies come and go, q u i e t l y  moving around the  yard, but happily accepting any handout. 
The smal ler  b i r d s  seem t o  visit i n  winter months, with the  Willie Wagtail t he  most Ins i s t en t .  It must have come o f f  second- 
bes t  t o  aomothing l u g o r  eince last winter,  aa  it^ l e f t  wing i a  drooping, but t h a t  dooonlt  s top it f l u t b e r i n g  sround the  
place a l l  day. New on t h e  general scene a r e  a couple of female Dartem which visit our  dame these  days. 
My Pied Eu tche r -b ids  had a bad summer. For 6 years I h a w  fed a p a i r ,  t he  male tame enough t o  take h i s  meat f e a r l e s s l y  
from me, t h e  female waiting i n  a t r e e  o r  on t h e  roof. She always f l u t t e r e d  h e r  wings and chirped a t  me, and I ca l l ed  h e r  
"Fly-fly", he is  I1BFrd". Each year they have brought in t h e i r  family,  e i the r .  one o r  two, and I ' ve  enjoyed them, they  have 
d i s t i n c t  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  and they never in t e r f e red  with any o the r  garden bi rds .  I n  f a c t ,  each summer, t h e  Fores t  = W i s h e r s  
chased t h e  Eu tche r -b ide  away! Ear ly  t h i s  y e k  "Bird" ar r ived with blood on h i s  b reas t  f ea the r s ,  but recovered from the  
in jury .  However, from t h a t  day I haven't  s een  llFly-flylt, and I sssumed t h a t  ~ a w o n g s  were responsible f o r  h e r  disappear- 
ance and t h e  l a c k  of  family t h i s  year. Currawongs make t h e i r  unwelcome prosence f e l t  here i n  summer, and t h i s  yea r  they  
were following t h e  Butcher-birds when they flew off with t h e i r  mince. However, "Bird" seems t o  have found a new "wife1', 
a qu ie t  l i t t l e  female with a p leasant  personal i ty .  

Well, t h i s  may seem t o  have been a marathon e f fo r t  of a newsletter,  and I'll be sad t o  say "hod-bye", but  as I'll be s t ay ing  
on as a member, you may sometimes gee b i t s  &cut  my bi rds  and p lan t s  from time t o  time. 
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